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Who will be  
the next Mr. 
Middletown?  B6

Baseball 
team loses B1

SPEEDY CHASE A3

Public notices  
in this week’s P&J
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Notice 
of  Judicial Sale. A4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP: Es-
tate of  Sharon Green. A4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP: 
Estate of  Angela Hollen-
back. A4
• HIGHSPIRE: Zoning Hear-
ing Board Vacancy Notice. 
A4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP: 
Estate of  Dona Fossel-
man. A4

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Elena Crupi, right, and Melissa Calhoon hold Kairi Fagan during cheerleading practice in Mechanicsburg on March 29.

An incorrect 
photo of  Jason 
Wagner was 
used with the 
story “Conces-
sion stand com-
ing to Shope 
Gardens Park” 
on page B1 of  
the March 28 
edition. 

Wagner

CORRECTION

Team is made up of 15 
people with intellectual 
disabilities and six 
people who buddy them 
By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

After school on a recent Wednes-
day, the Fagan house in Middle-
town bustled with activity.

Matthew Fagan sorted through 
a box of  treasures — including 
a football signed by members 
of  the Philadelphia Eagles — to 
show the Press & Journal while 
his daughter Kairi showed off by 
doing a somersault.

Matthew is organizing a spa-
ghetti dinner and raffle — includ-
ing the football — to raise money 
to send 8-year-old Kairi to the 
United States All Star Federation 
Cheerleading and Dance World 
Championships at Walt Disney 
World in Florida later this month.

Kairi is a member of  the Cheer 
Tyme Inspiration team, which 
is based in Mechanicsburg, and 
has cheerleaders from Dauphin, 
Lebanon, Cumberland, York and 

Perry counties.
Coach Bobbi Segin said the team 

is made up of  15 people with intel-
lectual disabilities and six people 
who buddy them.

Twenty-six teams across the 
country sent in videos to bid to 
travel and perform at the competi-
tion. Cheer Tyme came in fourth 

in their division.
“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime experi-

ence. It’s so crazy to me that we 
were even considered to go, and 
then to come in fourth. It’s amaz-
ing,” Segin said.

Kairi has been on the team for 

Kairi Fagan smiles with her buddy Holly Balchunas after cheer practice. 

Suez increase of 11.5 percent in place

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Borough Coun-
cil on March 19 approved a 
settlement with Mark Hovan, 
by  wh i ch 
Hovan has 
dropped his 
appeal to the 
Civil Service 
Commission 
of  a 10-day 
suspension 
received as 
a result of  
him going to church while on 
duty when he was a borough 
police officer.

In return for dropping his ap-
peal, the settlement calls for the 
borough to pay Hovan $2,091.04, 
an amount equal to seven days 
of  pay at Hovan’s base pay rate 

Hovan

Feel Your 
Boobies
moves 
to new 
location

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A Middletown police officer 
saved a man’s life early on the 
morning of  Sunday, March 25. 
But everyone agrees that a dog 
named Chibbs is the real hero.

Chibbs, a Shih Tzu, was on 
Schoolhouse Road near Vine 
Street in Londonderry Township 
shortly after midnight when the 
dog nearly ran into a car driven 
by Terri Coble.

Coble, who lives near Satur-
day’s Market, had her nephew 
with her and was driving her 
sister home to her house on Pine 
Street in Middletown.

She normally wouldn’t be driv-
ing on Schoolhouse Road, which 
is just one of  many odd quirks of  
fate in this story.

To Coble, it seemed as if  the dog 
had run in front of  the vehicle on 
purpose to get it to stop.

Coble opened her car door and 
Chibbs jumped right in.

“We noticed the dog had no 
collar, and it was after midnight, 
so we thought, ‘Let’s take him 
to Middletown police,’” because 
they were heading that way 
anyway to drop off Coble’s sister.

While making the short drive 
to Middletown, Coble’s nephew 
quipped of  the dog, “Maybe it’s 
Lassie looking for help for its 
owner.”

At the police station Coble was 
met by Patrol Officer James Ben-
nett. The Middletown station has 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An 11.5 percent increase in wa-
ter and sewer bills for Middletown 
customers is now in place, effective 
with bills residents and businesses 
received this week.

Suez, the private company that 
operates the borough’s water and 
sewer systems under a lease ap-
proved in 2014, sent out a letter 
dated March 28 telling customers 

of  the increase.
The change is not a rate hike. It 

is a surcharge to make up for water 
usage in the last three years that 
fell below a target in the 50-year 
lease with Suez.

Borough council and the former 
water authority approved entering 
into the lease in September 2014, 
and the lease went into effect on 
Jan. 1 2015.

The surcharge will cost Mid-
dletown customers on average 

an additional 
20 cents a day, 
Suez has said 
— roughly $6 a 
month, or about 
$72 a year.

But a rate in-
crease is also on 
the way.

Suez cannot 
raise water and sewer rates be-
fore January 2019. However, in 
that month, residents and busi-

nesses will see 
an annual rate 
hike equal to 
the rate of  infla-
tion starting in 
2019 and con-
tinuing for each 
of  the remain-
ing 46 years of  
the lease, Suez 

has said.
The first such rate increase 

in January 2019 will be about 4 

percent, based on the expected 
rate of  inflation, Dan Sugarman, 
managing director of  Water Capi-
tal Partners LLC told the Press & 
Journal.

New Jersey-based Water Capital 
Partners LLC is affiliated with the 
private equity investors providing 
the financial backing for the lease. 
The entity created by the lease is 
known as the Middletown Water 
Joint Venture LLC, consisting 
of  Suez as the private company 

operating the Middletown water 
and sewer systems under the 50-
year lease, and the private equity 
investors.

‘A long-term bind’
Council President Damon Sug-

lia said the council in 2014 “really 
put this town in a long-term bind” 
with the lease.

Suglia was elected to council in 

Middletown water, sewer bills also will go up at same rate as inflation starting in January 2019

SugliaSugarman

Please see SUEZ, page A5

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Terri Coble and Patrol Officer James Bennett got together Monday at 
the Middletown police station. They played instrumental roles in helping 
rescue a Londonderry Township man who had fallen in his backyard. The 
key action, however, was taken by a Shih Tzu named Chibbs. 

Dog runs into road 
to flag down driver, 
helps save owner
88-year-old Londonderry Township man 
had fallen in his yard; police officer found 
him after Coble took Shih Tzu to station

“The whole sequence 
of events that led up to 
finding him is actually 
quite, if you think about 
it, lucky for him. Pretty 
cool.”

Officer James Bennett

Please see DOG, page A5

Please see HOVAN, page A5

Hovan 
settlement: 
payment 
of $2,091

Cheerleaders head to worlds

Please see WORLDS, page A6

Please see BOOBIES, page A6

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Tucked in the second floor of  
the WITF building in Swatara 
Township are several cubicles 
decked out with bright pink 
posters and stickers bearing 
the same message: Feel Your 
Boobies.

For years, Feel Your Boobies 
— a nonprofit organization to 
raise breast cancer awareness 
— was based in founder Leigh 
Hurst’s Middletown house.

In January, the organization 
opened its national headquar-
ters in the WITF building.

“I love it,” Hurst said. 
Even before Feel Your Boo-

bies, Hurst worked at home, 
but she said the new space has 
helped her home and profes-
sional life. 

“I’m more organized at home, 
and I’m also more organized 
at work. It’s been a really im-
portant change for me both for 
work and personal,” she said.

In recent years, Feel Your 
Boobies has worked to make 
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Have you made your vacation plans yet?

Ca$h Ba$h BINGO
all proceeds benefit the middletown youth club

6

8

7 1

at the 
Middletown Fire Hall
10 Adelia Street, Middletown

doors open @ 12 pm &  
bingo starts @ 4 pm

tickets: $30 ea.
must have ticket to attend

sunday, april 15th

9

7

for tickets, please call tom (717) 574-1412

20 Games
each game pays $100

additional game books for $5

+
2 Special Games

for $1 ea.
$1,000 jackpot

winner take all

Register on Facebook: Capitol City Cruisers
NO ALCOHOL *** NO BICYCLES

Contact: Rod Murray (717) 579-5440 or Charlie Roberts (717) 805-1650

SUNDAY
APRIL 8

B
1

MANIA
BING

LONDONDERRY FIRE CO. - 2655 Foxianna Rd., Middletown • 944-2175

Held 2nd Sunday 
of each month

32 TOTAL GAMES
Packages start at

6 cards for 
$25

2 Large Guaranteed 
Jackpots

Doors & Kitchen 
open at noon 

Bingo starts at
 2 pm

$5.00 OFF 
with this ad!
Exp. 4/8/18

CA$H BA$H BINGO
all proceeds benefit middletown blue raider football camp

Sunday, may 6th

middletown fire company, 10 Adelia Street, Middletown

$25 advance tickets; $30 at the door
doors open @ noon

Bingo starts @ 4

20 games
each game pays $100
(additional game books available for $5)

PLUS 
Two winner takes all games for $1 each

$1000 jackpot

food, byob, raffles,  
50/50 & door prizes!

Heather Radabaugh: (717) 443-7151 / hradabaugh@verizon.net

Happy April! Let’s put out the 
welcome mat for the new month. 
And while we are celebrating 
changes, let’s welcome spring 
one more time, and maybe she 
will hear us and warm up our 
chilly days! We are a people des-
perate for sunshine and maybe 
some high 60-degree tempera-
tures.

Have you made any vacation 
plans? It is never too late to start 
planning, nor is it too early! We 
all have our favorite places, but 
perhaps 2018 is a good year to 
find new places. I was talking 
with my husband about going to 
the Adirondacks this summer, 
or maybe to the coast of  Maine. 
We haven’t been to Niagara 
Falls, yet. Boston would be a 
nice place to visit, rich with his-
tory! Yes, I am thinking north is 
a good direction to go.

It is fun to go to our favorite 
places, but it is also a wonderful 
adventure to find new places to 
experience and explore. Maybe 
it is time to get the map out 
and start throwing darts. Who 
knows, maybe you will find your 
next favorite place!

Feel free to share your good 
vacations spots! Have a wonder-
ful week and may the sunshine 
and warm breezes find us all. 

Birthdays
Many good happy birth-

day wishes are sent to Scott 
Klinepeter of  Lower Swatara. 
His cupcake day is Wednesday, 
April 4. I hope it is full of  sun-
shine for you, Scott!

Wishing Nick Giulivo of  
Middletown the best birthday 
ever as he celebrates his confet-
ti-popping day on Wednesday, 
April 4. Here is to warm breezes 
for you, Nick!

Megan Martz of  Lower Swata-
ra will hear the birthday song on 
April 4. Happy 22nd birthday to 
you on Wednesday, Megan!

Here is a shout-out happy 
balloon-flying day to Ben Kapen-
stein of  Middletown. Enjoy your 
big-deal party day on Thursday, 
April 5, Ben!

Cadence Lines of  Lower 
Swatara marks her brand-new 
teener snappy happy birthday 
on Thursday, April 5. Yay for 13!

If  you see Karen McKillip out 

and about Lower Swatara on 
Friday, April 6, be sure to give 
her your best sunshiny joyful 
birthday greeting, ever. Have a 
great birthday weekend, Karen.

Brandon Light celebrates his 
landmark happy 25th birthday 
on Friday, April 6. Congrats to 
you Brandon and best wishes for 
a wonderful life!

Hey, Joe Hile of  Lower Swata-
ra gets to celebrate another year 
wiser on Friday, April 6. Enjoy 
all that comes with adding a 
candle to your cake, Joe!

Kyle Shields of  Lower Swatara 
gets to enjoy a fun-filled April 6 
as he turns 23 on Friday. Have a 
ball all weekend, Kyle!

Happy 10th razzle-dazzle 
birthday to Ava Mae Martin of  
Royalton on April 6. Friday is a 
fantastic day to turn a decade 
old! Enjoy your me-holiday, Ava 
Mae.

Mason Swartz of  Lower 
Swatara turns 14 on Saturday, 
April 7. Hoping it is super day 
for you, Mason!

Happy 22nd super-duper daz-
zling Sunday birthday to Haley 
Lynn Albright of  Lower Swatara 
on April 8. Enjoy a warm spring 
day, Haley! 

Best wishes for a truly won-
derful birthday celebration day 
to Carol Arnold of  Lower Swata-
ra. This lady observes her day 
on Sunday, April 8.

Shout-out to Lisa Carricato of  
Lower Swatara on Sunday, April 
8. May this be your best birth-
day yet. Have a super-fantastic 
weekend.

Jim Stauffer of  Hummelstown 
gets to hear the birthday song on 
Monday, April 9. He celebrates 
his 64th cake-and-ice cream day!

Gabrielle Krupilis of  Middle-
town observes her final teener 
birthday on Monday, April 9 as 
she hits 19. Enjoy your youth 
and celebrate all week, Gabri-
elle!

Happy landmark big-deal 
25th birthday to Ben Harvey. 
His cool-parade day is Tuesday, 
April 10. Well done, Ben!

Happy 92nd birthday to Don-
ald Stauffer of  Londonderry on 
Tuesday, April 10. Hoping your 
celebration day is excellent, 
Donald. Congratulations!

Vinny Corradi of  Lower 

Swatara marks his 15th frosty-
filled day on April 10.  May your 
Tuesday be most terrific, Vinny!

Township meetings
The following meetings will 

be held in the Lower Swatara 
Township municipal building on 
Spring Garden Drive, each at 7 
p.m.
Board of Commissioners: Wednesday, 
April 4 and Wednesday, April 18. 
Municipal Authority: Monday, April 
23.
Zoning Hearing Board: Wednesday, 
April 25.
Planning Commission: Thursday, 
April 26. 

Anniversaries
Happy 37th wedding anniver-

sary to Tom and Lynn Shank 
of  Lower Swatara. They ob-
server their romantic holiday on 
Wednesday, April 4. Enjoy.

Best wishes to Gene and Linda 
Tripp of  Middletown who were 
wed on April 10, 1976, in Royal-
ton. Happy 42nd anniversary on 
Tuesday.

Yard sale
Please note Old Reliance 

Farms semi-annual yard sale 
will be held Friday, April 13 and 
Saturday, April 14. Sales begin 
at 8 a.m. and continue to 1 p.m. 
Come on out to get some great 
stuff! 

Good News clubs
For kids who like to learn 

about the Bible, play games, 
sing songs, listen to missionary 
stories and enjoy treats ... this 
afterschool club is for you! 

April is the last month of  
clubs for this school year, so sign 
up now!

These clubs are free for 
students in grades 1 through 5. 
Children can pick up permission 
slips in the school office or par-
ents may call Brooke Morrison, 
717-652-0372, for more informa-
tion. 

The Kunkel Elementary 
School club meets on Monday. 
Reid Elementary meets on 
Wednesday. The Fink Elemen-
tary Club meets on Thursday. 
School offices have permission 
slips for interested children. 
Clubs are not sponsored or en-

dorsed by the Middletown Area 
School District. 

Best Carrot Cake 
From the 

Wedding Book Collection
2 c. flour
2 c. sugar
2 tsp. baking soda
2 tsp. salt
1 1/4 c. Crisco oil
2 tsp. cinnamon
4 eggs
3 c. grated carrots
1 c. chopped nuts
Cream cheese icing
Mix all ingredients in a large 

bowl. Pour into greased and 
floured pan (oblong) and bake at 
350 degrees for 35 to 40 minutes 
or until done. Ice with cream 
cheese frosting. Can freeze up to 
two months. 

Quote of the Week
“Strive for progress, not per-

fection.” — Anonymous 

Question of the Week
What is your most favorite 

place to be?
“Disney World.” — Will Kor-

sak, 11, Lower Swatara Town-
ship.

“Hilton Head Island. It is 13 
1/2 hours away. We usually go 
in April.” — Victoria Kelly, 10, 
Swatara Township.

“Legoland.” — Caden Grady, 
10, Lower Swatara Township.

“North Carolina. I love the 
beach, and Texas, and Califor-
nia!” — Cali Williams, 7, Middle-
town.

“In my La-Z-Boy chair, in my 
living room.” — Piper Sarver, 
Perry County.

“The ruins in Pompeii. I have 
read about how neat they are.” 
— Sean Erkinswick, 9, Lower 
Swatara Township.

“Destin, Florida Beach. I like 
that blue water on a sunshiny 
warm day.” — Lee Ann Hocker, 
Lower Paxton Township. 

Proverb for the Week 
An empty stable stays clean, 

but there is no income from an 
empty stable (14:4). 

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

Two Lower Dauphin High 
School seniors recently were 
selected for monthly honors.

Shontonel Dillon was named 
young woman of  the month for 
February by the Hummelstown 
Women’s Club.

Shontonel is the daughter of  
Rachel and Shontony Dillon. 
She is an accomplished musician 
and student. She is a four-year 
marching band member, serv-
ing two years as drum major, as 
well as a four-year member of  
the concert band. 

She played saxophone with 
the U.S. Jazz Ambassadors and 
the Lebanon Valley College 
Honors Band. She is a four-year 
member of  the choral program, 
performing her senior year with 
the Chamber Singers. She also 
participated in girls lacrosse.

In the community, she is active 
in her church’s youth group and 
worship team. She has held a 
part-time job since eighth grade.

She plans to attend college and 
major in music education with a 
minor or double-major in vocal 
performance.

Phillip Bertovic was named 
young student of  the month for 
February by the Rotary Club of  
Hummelstown.

Phillip is the son of  Celina and 
Vladimir Bertovic. He trans-
ferred to Lower Dauphin from 
Bishop McDevitt High School to 
avail himself  of  greater course 

offerings in 
engineering. 
A t  L o w e r 
Dauphin, he 
is a two-year 
member of  
the National 
Honor Soci-
ety, Volun-
teen, Science 
O l y m p i a d , 
Mini-THON 
a n d  S p a n -
ish National 
Honor Soci-
ety. He is also 
a member of  
t h e  Yo u n g 
Republicans 
and serves as 
historian. 

Phillip participated in cross 
country and track and field. In 
his junior year he was involved 
with the Chick-fil-A Leader 
Academy and attended Rotary’s 
youth leadership camp in the 
summer.

 In the community, he is active 
with his church. He runs his own 
landscaping business and is an 
office assistant/website man-
ager for Reliance Therapy LLC.

He hopes to attend college as an 
Army or Navy ROTC student and 
major in electrical engineering 
with the goal of  serving in the 
military and then transitioning 
to civilian life as an electrical 
engineer.

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Dillon

Bertovic

LD’s Bertovic and 
Dillon receive honors

Cash Bash Bingo at 
Middletown Fire Hall

Cash Bash Bingo will be held 
at the Middletown Fire Hall, 10 
Adelia St., on Sunday, April 15. 

Doors open at noon. Bingo 
starts 4 p.m. 

Proceeds benefit the Middle-
town Youth Club.

For tickets, call Tom at 717-
574-1412.

Londonderry Fire Bingo 
Mania is Sunday

Londonderry Fire Company, 
2655 Foxianna Road, Middle-
town, will hold its Bingo Mania 
on Sunday, April 8. Doors 
and the kitchen open at noon. 
Bingo starts at 2 p.m.

Spring Fling at Olde 
Factory scheduled

Olde Factory Antiques and 
Crafts, 139 S. Hanover St., 
Hummelstown, is sponsoring 
its Spring Fling from April 
4-April 8. 

It is open Monday through 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sunday from noon to 5 
p.m.

Refreshments will be served 
on Saturday only. 

For more information, call 
717-566-5685.

AARP tax services at 
Middletown Home

The Middletown Home, 999 
W. Harrisburg Pike, Middle-
town, again will play host to 
AARP tax services, free to the 
community.

Sessions will be held every 
Thursday morning through 
April 12 by appointment only.

Call 717-944-3351 to schedule 
the appointment.

Capitol City Cruisers 
car, truck show set

The Capitol City Cruisers 
annual Spring Car, Truck 
and Motorcycle Show will be 
held on Saturday, April 21, at 
Crosspoint Church, 430 Colo-
nial Road, Harrisburg. 

Car registration is from 9 
a.m. to noon; participant judg-
ing is from noon to 12:30 p.m.; 
and awards will be handed out 
at 1 p.m. There will be music, 
food and ice cream. 

Register on Facebook by 
searching for Capitol City 
Cruisers or contact Rod Mur-
ray at 717-579-5440 or Charlie 
Roberts at 717-805-1650.

TOWN TOPICS

A weeklong camp in June to 
acquaint young people with law 
enforcement is being offered by the 
Pennsylvania State Police.

Southcentral Camp Cadet from 
June 10 to June 15 is open to any 
young person living within the 
Troop H territory who is at least 
13 to 15 years old before the camp 
starts.

The camp will be held at York 
College. Troop H includes Adams, 

Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, 
Perry and York counties. 

The goal of  Camp Cadet is to 
introduce participants to the di-
verse criminal justice system and 
to establish a positive relationship 
with law enforcement, according 
to a Troop H press release.

Camp Cadet is open to all youth 
and structured similar to training 
at the police academy. All youth 
attending the camp are addressed 

as “cadet” during the week.
Cadets must participate in all 

scheduled events and activities. 
The camp focuses on discipline, 
self-esteem, teamwork, drug and 
alcohol education, violence pre-
vention, and other issues facing 
today’s youth.

A graduation ceremony is held 
at the end of  Camp Cadet. Families 
and friends of  cadets are encour-
aged to attend.

Except for a $25 registration fee, 
all camp expenses are covered by 
donations and sponsors, accord-
ing to the camp website www.
southcentralcampcadet.org.

The deadline to apply is April 
30. To learn more or to apply, go to 
www.southcentralcampcadet.org.

You can also learn more about 
the camp by calling Angel Garcia 
at 717-564-5161, ext. 108, or Trooper 
Kelly Smith at 717-671-7577.

Camp helps acquaint youths with law enforcement

 The Penn State Harrisburg 
School of  Humanities’ theatre 
and music programs will present 
their spring musical, “Bloody 
Bloody Andrew Jackson,” at 7:30 
p.m. April 12 through April 14 in 
the Student Enrichment Center 
theater on campus.

This rock musical follows Amer-
ica’s seventh president, Andrew 
Jackson, from his early days as a 
child to his controversial time in 
the White House. Along the way, 
he meets his wife, Rachel, takes 
on the Founding Fathers, and 
“rocks like no political figure has 

ever rocked before,” according to 
a press release from Penn State.

The musical is directed by Rob-
ert Campbell, lecturer in theater, 
and musically directed by Adam 
Gustafson, assistant teaching 
professor of  music.

Students, faculty, and staff  
tickets are $5. General admission 
tickets are $10. For information 
and to reserve tickets, visit har-
risburg.psu.edu/boxoffice.

The show contains strong 
language, violence, and loud vol-
ume. Mature audiences only are 
encouraged to attend.

Dauphin County Master Gar-
deners are available to answer 
gardening questions at the Penn 
State Extension Dauphin County 
Office. 

The public is invited to call with 
gardening questions or bring in 
samples of  plants or insects from 
their gardens for analysis and/or 
diagnosis. All insects brought into 
the Dauphin County Office must 
be dead and must be in a container 
preferably with isopropyl alcohol 

because of  the bed bug problem. 
This service will be available to 

the public through Oct. 31.
The Penn State Extension Dau-

phin County Office is at 1451 Peters 
Mountain Road in Dauphin.

Penn State Extension Dauphin 
County Master Gardeners Office 
hours are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 

The phone number is 717-921-
8803, or visit the website at exten-
sion.psu.edu/dauphin.

‘Bloody Bloody Andrew 
Jackson’ at PSU Harrisburg

Get gardening questions answered
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GUIDELINES 
& FEES

CARD OF THANKS, 
IN MEMORIAM AND 

OBITUARIES

Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director 
that you would like your love 
one’s obituary to appear in 
the Press & Journal.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for 
photo billed through funeral 
home. 

Card of Thanks & 
In Memoriam: 
Contact Press & Journal 
at 717-944-4628 or e-mail 
PamSmith@pressandjournal.
com 
Fee: $10 / 45 words or less, 
paid in advance - Cash, 
Check, Charge

DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON
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DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Thurs. 9-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

Andrew Hentz
MIDDLETOWN

Andrew P. Hentz, age 76, of  Mid-
dletown, passed away on Sunday, 
April 1, 2018 after a courageous 
battle with cancer and Parkinson’s 
disease.

 Andy was preceded in death 
by his parents, Andrew and Mary 
Emma (Davis) Hentz and his 
brother-in-law Bob Woolsey.

 He is survived by his brother 
Richard Hentz and his sister May 
Woolsey. Andy is also survived 
by an aunt, nephews, nieces and 
cousins. 

 Andy served in the Army where 
he completed a tour in Vietnam. 
He retired from the Department of  
Revenue after more than 30 years 
of  service with the state. Andy 
loved touring on his Honda Gold-
wing, which included two trips to 
Alaska and several trips across 
the United States. He also enjoyed 

water skiing, snow skiing, danc-
ing and most sports. Andy was 
a member of  the Prince Edwin-
Spring Creek Masonic Lodge 486, 
Harrisburg Consistory and the 
American Legion Post 594.

 The family would like to thank 
Pastor Dan Gilbert and the caring 
staff at the Middletown Home. 
They would also like to express 
their gratitude to Hospice for the 
care rendered in Andy’s final days.

 Andy will be laid to rest at the In-
diantown Gap National Cemetery 
at the convenience of  the family. 

 The family has entrusted the 
care of  the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., Middletown with the funeral 
arrangements.

 Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

20 S. Union Street 
Middletown

Please call 944-4628 
for appointment

NOT AUTHORIZED FOR VEHICULAR TRANSACTIONS
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By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

During a Londonderry Town-
ship Board of  Supervisors’ meet-
ing on April 4, Zoning and Codes 
Officer Jeff Burkhart said the 
township is getting ready to go out 
on Shelley and Beshore islands to 
look at properties there.

While talking about septic 
system pumping in the district 
of  the township including the 
islands, Burkhart said, “A lot 
of  people may have more or less 
abandoned their property. I don’t 
have confirmation of  that there’s 
only a handful of  people who have 
come in looking for a demolition 
permit.”

Recreational lot tenants on 
Beshore Island and the northern 
portion of  Shelley Island stand to 
lose their recreational lot leases 
due to a compliance agreement 
between the township and island 
owners York Haven Power Co. 
that was signed by both parties 
in 2016. 

York Haven has since been ac-

quired by Cube Hydro Partners.
A township newsletter sent 

to all residents in early March 
states that by Oct. 31, 2019, York 
Haven Power Co. will remove all 
structures from its properties on 
Shelley and Beshore.

These Shelley and Beshore 
structures do not comply with 
the township’s floodplain ordi-
nance and a Federal Emergency 
Management Agency inspection 
of  the islands following Lee in 
2011 resulted in the threat of  a 
loss of  government-backed flood 
insurance if  the township didn’t 
bring the island buildings into 
compliance.

“The Lot License Holder is ob-
ligated to remove any structures 
or materials and restore the rec-
reation lot,” the newsletter reads, 
regarding Shelley and Beshore 
tenants.

In an interview after the meet-
ing, Burkhart said Londonderry 
needed to verify with Cube Hydro 
whether the properties were 
abandoned.

He said: “They do not have a 

license to be there anymore, but 
the buildings are still there.”

On Hill, Beech and Poplar 
Islands and Bares Tip of  Shelly 
Island, enforcement of  Lon-
donderry Township’s floodplain 
ordinance is starting immediate-
ly, according to township solicitor 
Jim Diamond. 

The situation on those islands 
is different. 

The newsletter said that the 
township completed a floodplain 
compliance assessment of  Hill, 
Beech and Poplar Islands and 
Bares Tip of  Shelley Island.

The newsletter states that 
the township sent out pre-en-
forcement notices to around 200 
island homeowners of  potential 
violations. Diamond said every 
property received an individual 
pre-enforcement letter.

According to the newsletter, 
the township received a number 
of  responses, and some of  the 
homeowners applied for devel-
opment permits to address the 
alleged violations.

Diamond said that enforce-

ment depends on the property. 
Some islanders have agreed to 
“a reasonable correction plan,” 
Diamond said.

If  homeowners do not comply 
with the floodplain requirements, 
“ultimately, we may need to go 
to court to enforce these obliga-
tions,” Diamond said.

According to the newsletter, 
Londonderry will send out final 
enforcement notices in the next 
several weeks.

“Throughout the enforcement 
process and after it is completed, 
owners will continue to be able to 
use their properties for recreation 
in ways that are permitted under 
the Flood Plain Ordinance,” the 
newsletter read.

A floodplain development per-
mit must be obtained from the 
township prior to construction 
of  any kind, no matter how minor 
the project might seem, according 
to the newsletter. 

Demolition permits from Lon-
donderry Township also are 
necessary if  structures will be 
removed.

Londonderry official: Township to go 
out on Shelley, Beshore islands soon

A Harrisburg man faces numer-
ous charges after State Police say 
he led them on a 70-mile chase on 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike with 
speeds of  at least 112 mph before 
the chase ended near Middletown.

The chase began just before 1:30 
a.m. March 24, westbound on the 
turnpike in Tredyffrin Township, 
Chester County, when police 
attempted to pull over a vehicle 
being driven by Ahmir Sincere-
Dashawn Wright, 18, of  the 2200 
block of  Forester Street.

Police said the registered owner 

of  the vehicle — who was not 
Wright — was listed as having 
a suspended license. Police said 
they also detected a “strong odor” 
of  marijuana that police believe 
was coming from the Chrysler 
Pacifica being driven by Wright.

Police said Wright “aggres-
sively accelerated” and started 
fleeing at a high rate of  speed 
when officers tried to stop him. 

State Police from Newville 
eventually stopped Wright’s ve-
hicle by deploying spike strips 
near mile marker 251 westbound 

near Middletown. Wright’s ve-
hicle came to rest after being hit 
from behind by a cruiser driven 
by another state police trooper.

Police in searching the vehicle 
found a Smith & Wesson 9 mm 
handgun loaded with 13 live 
rounds in the magazine. Police 
also found suspected marijuana 
in the vehicle.

Wright was arraigned on March 
24 before District Judge Sonya 
M. McKnight and charged with 
manufacture, delivery, or posses-
sion with intent to manufacture 

or deliver a controlled substance, 
carrying a firearm without a 
license, fleeing or attempting to 
elude police, possession of  a small 
amount of  marijuana, disregard-
ing a traffic lane, failing to yield 
to an emergency vehicle, turning 
movements and required signals, 
exceeding the posted speed by 42 
mph, careless driving, and reck-
less driving.

He was released after posting 
$100,000 bail. A preliminary hear-
ing before Judy is set for April 9.

— Dan Miller

High-speed chase reached 112 mph on turnpike

POLICE AND COURTS ROUNDUP

A man is listed in Dauphin 
County Prison on $100,000 bail 
after State Police allege that he 
beat and sexually assaulted a 
woman while the victim was 
driving a vehicle in Conewago 
Township.

Carl Eugene Forney Jr., 38, 
allegedly punched the woman 
in the face multiple times and 
choked her, causing her to 
almost lose consciousness as 
she was driving on Colebrook 
Road near Route 743 at about 
2:30 a.m. March 24, according to 
arrest papers police filed with 
District Judge David Judy.

The argument started over 
Facebook messages the victim 
had allegedly received from 
another man, police said.

Forney allegedly sexually 
assaulted the woman and took 
her cellphone, but she was able 
to get out of  the vehicle and flag 
down another vehicle, whose 
occupant called 911, according 
to police.

Police later located Forney 
sitting behind a tree along Cole-
brook Road a short distance 
from Route 743.

Forney was arraigned on 
March 24 before District 
Judge Sonya M. McKnight 
and charged with aggravated 
indecent assault, terroristic 
threats, strangulation, simple 
assault, recklessly endanger-
ing another person, indecent 
assault, harassment, and public 
drunkenness.

A preliminary hearing before 
Judy is set for April 9.

DUI charges for borough man
State Police charged a Middle-

town man with DUI after he 
allegedly crashed his vehicle 
at the intersection of  Hillsdale 
and South Geyers Church roads 
in Londonderry Township on 
Feb. 7.

Police arrived at the scene at 
about 5 p.m. to find a red Toyota 
Tacoma that had been driven 
by Jeffrey Allen Rowe, 52, of  the 
500 block of  Shippen Street, sit-
ting against a utility pole with 
damage to the front passenger 
side corner of  the vehicle, ac-

cording to arrest papers that 
were filed with District Judge 
David Judy.

Results of  a blood draw taken 
from Rowe showed he had a 
blood-alcohol content of  0.121 
percent at the time of  the inci-
dent, police said.

Rowe faces charges of  DUI, 
disregarding a traffic lane, and 
speeding. He is awaiting a pre-
liminary hearing.

Woman charged with DUI
An Elizabethtown woman 

was charged with DUI by State 
Police at the Vine Street exit 
of  Route 283 in Londonderry 
Township shortly before mid-
night on Jan. 27.

Darlis Budge Coble, 64, of  
the 700 block of  Buckingham 
Boulevard, had a blood-alcohol 
content of  0.212 percent within 
two hours of  being pulled over, 
police said in arrest papers filed 
with District Judge David Judy.

Besides DUI, Coble is charged 
with disregarding a traffic lane, 
and careless driving. She is 
awaiting a preliminary hearing 
before Judy.

Man charged for pushing woman
Middletown police charged a 

borough man after he allegedly 
pushed a woman into a counter-
top, causing injury to her right 
rib area during an incident in 
the first block of  North Union 
Street on March 23.

Ray Earl Malseed Jr., 41, of  
the same address, was ar-
raigned on March 23 before 
District Judge Sonya M. McK-
night and charged with simple 
assault and harassment. He was 
released after posting $1,000 
unsecured bail.

A preliminary hearing is set 
for April 9 before District Judge 
David Judy.

Man charged with DUI 
State Police charged a Middle-

town man with DUI after he 
crashed his 2017 Volkswagen 
Jetta at Colebrook Road and 
East Harrisburg Pike in Lon-
donderry Township at about 
2:23 a.m. on Feb. 23.

Christopher Michael Gabner, 
22, of  the 800 block of  Wo-
odridge, ran a stop sign while 
southbound on Colebrook Road, 
drove across both lanes of  the 
Harrisburg Pike, and struck a 
culvert off the south shoulder 
of  the road, police said in arrest 
papers filed with District Judge 
David Judy.

A blood draw showed that 
Gabner had a blood-alcohol con-
tent of  0.148 percent and also 
had traces of  the active ingredi-
ent of  marijuana in his system, 
police said.

Gabner was charged with 
DUI of  alcohol and a controlled 
substance, disregarding a traffic 
lane, running a stop sign, and 
careless driving.

$600 in coins stolen
About $600 was reported sto-

len from coin-operated laundry 
machines during a break-in of  
an apartment building in the 
first block of  Peony Avenue in 
Middletown.

The theft was reported to bor-
ough police on March 23.

Eggs, flour thrown at car
Eggs and flour were report-

edly thrown at a silver 2011 
Hyundai Sonata as the vehicle 
was parked in the 600 block of  
Spring Street in Middletown.

The incident was reported to 
borough police on March 19.

Xbox controller stolen
An Xbox controller valued 

from $40 to $60 was reported 
stolen from an apartment in the 
100 block of  South Union Street 
in Middletown.

The theft was reported to bor-
ough police on March 16.

DUI charge from 2017
Middletown police have 

charged a borough woman with 
a hit-and-run that occurred on 
Sept. 17, 2017.

According to arrest papers 
police filed with District Judge 
David Judy, Aylin R. Acero-
Canseco, 23, of  the 200 block of  
East Water Street, was driving 
a silver Chevrolet Malibu that 

struck a green Saab that was 
parked in the 200 block of  East 
High Street.

Two witnesses saw the Mal-
ibu strike the Saab, breaking 
the driver’s side mirror on the 
Saab, police said. The Malibu 
then turned off its headlights 
and sped off toward Vine Street, 
police said. 

The Malibu was subsequently 
traced to a driveway in the 900 
block of  Vine Street, where 
damage consistent with the hit 
and run on East High Street 
was observed.

On March 12, Acero-Canseco 
was charged with DUI and caus-
ing accidental damage to an 
unattended vehicle.

Man jailed following incident 
A Middletown man is in Dau-

phin County Prison on $50,000 
bail following an incident in 
Londonderry Township on 
March 14.

Alex Joseph Moyer, 20, of  the 
first block of  Caravan Court, 
threw a chair at a woman dur-
ing the incident at an apart-
ment in the 1300 block of  East 
Harrisburg Pike, according to 
arrest papers that State Police 
filed with District Judge David 
Judy. 

After going outside Moyer 
then allegedly re-entered the 
apartment through a window, 
flipped a table, and continued 
throwing around the apartment 
items belonging to the victim, 
police said.

Moyer is charged with simple 
assault and harassment. He 
is to be arraigned in Dauphin 
County Court on June 1.

Items stolen from vehicle 
A black bag containing a 

laptop case, checkbooks and 
personal checks was reported 
stolen from a vehicle parked 
on private property in the 500 
block of  Highland Avenue in 
Middletown.

The victim told police that the 
vehicle was locked but police 
could find no forcible sign of  
entry. The theft was reported to 
police on March 13.

Sexual assault reported; multiple DUI cases

We’ve been in Middletown for generations - just like you.
&PRESS   JOURNAL
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PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 EMPLOYMENT

 SERVICES

 FREE EXCHANGE
 FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS

 RENTALS

 EMPLOYMENT

 MISCELLANEOUS

WARMER 
WEATHER 

IS COMING!
Advertise your 

YARD 
SALES 

ONLY $10
Both Print & Digital 

717-944-4628 or
pressandjournal.com/

classified

Deadline: Monday 1 pm

 MISCELLANEOUS

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

1) Model # 305 Biloxi           $36,825…BALANCE OWED $15,000
2) Model # 403 Augusta      $42,450…BALANCE OWED $16,500
3) Model # 502 Santa Fe       $44,950…BALANCE OWED $17,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
• Make any plan design changes you desire!
• Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 

Construction Manual
• Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
• NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY! BBB

A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING FINAL RELEASE
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

Save these important �shing dates! 
A Pennsylvania �shing license is your ticket to a 
whole year’s worth of fun. Purchase �shing licenses 
and buttons, and purchase and redeem gift vouchers 
at more than 900 agents across the state or online at:

GoneFishingPa.com

Reel in the Memories!

Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission

APRIL 7: 
Statewide Mentored 

Youth Trout Day

APRIL 14: 
Statewide Opening 

Day of Trout

For sale: Trifecta truck bed 
cover off 2014 Dodge Ram 
1500, 6½ ft. bed. Two years 
old like new. Call 717-892-8823.

For sale: Brand new Orion 
Spaceprobe #3 Reflector 
Telescope with additional 
accessories, $100. Call 717-
433-6030.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students – 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents *Leads, No 
Cold Calls *Commissions Paid 
Daily *Agency Training *Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020

HELP WANTED: Part-time 
Press Assistant/Post Press 
Helper for Middletown printery. 
Apply to maxineetter@
pressandjournal.com or in 
person at 20 S. Union St., 
Middletown

TO NON-SMOKER ONLY – 
2nd floor apt. Country location, 
river view, 1 large bedroom, 
large living room, eat-in kitchen, 
and bath. Heat, water, garbage 
provided. Onsite laundry. 
$600/month. Security deposit 
required. Call 717-944-0712. 
(2/28TF)

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. 
Best selection of full/partial 
week rentals.Call daily for 
FREE Brochure. Holiday Real 
Estate; 1-800-638-2102. Online 
reservations: www.holidayoc.
com. $25 discount on any rental 
using code [Summer289] 
(Expires 2018-05-01)

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill 
– Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 800-567-0404 Ext.300N

IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE 
REPLACEMENT SURGERY 
A N D  S U F F E R E D  A N 
INFECTION between 2010 and 
present, you may be entitled 
to compensation. Attorney 
Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE 

Letters of Administration on the 
Estate of Sharon L. Green, date of 
death, June 1, 2017, late of Lower 
Swatara Township, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, having been granted 
to the undersigned, all persons in-
debted to said Estate are requested to 
make immediate payment and those 
having claims will present them for 
settlement to:

Thomas T. Green, Administrator
c/o Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.

4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

or to:
Kendra A. Mohr, Esq.

Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

#156 0321-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

 Letters Testamentary on the Estate 
of Angela I. Hollenback, date of death 
February 19, 2018, late of Lower 
Swatara Township, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, having been granted 
to the undersigned, all persons in-
debted to said Estate are requested to 
make immediate payment and those 
having claims will present them for 
settlement to:

Mary Ann Hollenback Pugliese, 
Executor

c/o Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

or to:
Kendra A. Mohr, Esq.

Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

#159 0321-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

 

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE 

Letters of Administration on the Estate 
of William R. Acker, date of death, 
February 21, 2018, late of 1321 
Woodridge Dr., Middletown, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said Estate are requested 
to make immediate payment and those 
having claims will present them for 
settlement to:

Stephen E. Acker Administrator/
Executor

1800 Brentwood Drive
Middletown, PA  17057

#161 0404-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Highspire Borough is looking for 
interested residents to fill vacancies in 
the following Committees. The Zoning 
Hearing Board has one position open 
for a board member (three Year term) 
and will receive application for alternate 
positions also.
The Civil Service Committee has 
one position open for a Committee 
Member (three year term) and will 
also receive applications for alternate 
positions. Please submit a Letter of 
Intent to the Highspire Borough office 
at 640 Eshelman Street, Highspire, Pa. 
17034. For further information you may 
call 717- 939 -3303

#163 0328-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Estate of Dona L. Fosselman, De-
ceased, Late of Swatara Township, 
Dauphin County, Pennyslvania
Letters Testamentary on the above 
estate having been granted to the 
undersigned, all persons indebted 
to said estate are requested to make 
immediate payment, and those hav-
ing legal claims to present the same 
without delay to: 
Valery J. Warsavage, Executrix
C/O Grim, Biehn & Thatcher
104 S. 6th Street
P.O. Box 215
Perkasie, PA  18944-0215

Joel Steinman
Grim, Biehn & Thatcher
Attorneys
104 S. 6th St. 
P.O. Box 215
Perkasie, PA  18944-0215

#164 0404-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Tax 
Claim Bureau in and for the County of 
Dauphin under the Act of 1947, Article 
VI, Section 612, that the said Bureau 
will expose at Judicial Sale at the Hilton 
Harrisburg, One North Second Street, 
in the City of Harrisburg, Pennsylva-
nia, at 6:00 p.m. on May 17, 2018 as 
previously advertised in the Upper 
Dauphin Sentinel on August 9, 2016, 
the Middletown Press and Journal on 
August 10, 2016, the Central Pennsyl-
vania Business Journal on August 12, 
2016 and the Dauphin County Reporter 
on August 12, 2016, certain properties. 
The properties will be sold free and 
clear of all taxes and municipal claims, 
mortgages, liens, charges and estate of 
whatsoever kind, except ground rents, 
separately taxed and 2018 taxes which 
will not be discharged by this sale. A list 
of the properties is available in the Tax 
Claim Bureau, 2 South Second Street, 
1st Floor, Harrisburg, PA with a $4.00 
charge.  There will be no redemption 
period the day of the sale, but these 
taxes and costs can be paid up to the 
date of the sale, with a certified Check, 
money order, or cash.
TERMS OF SALE: Cash or check 
payable to the Tax Claim Bureau at the 
time of sale. Personal checks received 
and subject to the final payment at the 
risk of the payer.  
Pre -registration for the sale will be 
from Wednesday, May 2, 2018 through 
Wednesday, May 16, 2018 from 9 
a.m. through 3:30 p.m. for a fee of 
$10.00 at the Tax Claim Bureau, 2 
South Second Street, Harrisburg, PA  
17101. To register the day of the sale 
at the Hilton (after 3 p.m.) a $20 fee 
is required.
F. R. Martsolf, Esq.  Steven L. Howe
Solicitor              Director
Tax Claim Bureau  Tax Claim Bureau

#165DC 0404-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS

DAY & NIGHT SHIFTS

FULL-TIME PRESS ASSISTANT
& PART-TIME 

POST-PRESS HELPER
FOR MIDDLETOWN PRINTERY

Stop in to fill out application; email  
maxineetter@pressandjournal.com for info
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By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Lower Swatara Township plans 
to plant trees along a stretch of  
Fulling Mill Road, and hopes to 
plant trees on the Shireman Farm 
tract as well.

On March 21, the Board of  
Commissioners unanimously 
voted to plant trees at 130 Fulling 
Mill Road this month — subject 
to an acceptable planting plan 
after some members expressed 
concern about losing open space 
that they said could be used for 
recreation. 

This is a similar project to 
last year when 360 trees were 
planted as part of  the Manada 
Conservancy’s Swatara Creek 
Greenway effort. 

Londonderry Township took 
part last year and will do so again 
this year, planting trees on its side 
of  the Swatara Creek. The town-
ships plan to plant 400 trees April 
20. Trees native to Pennsylvania 
will be planted adjacent to the 
trees planted last year.

“Not only are we creating a 
buffer, but we’re also creating a 
wildlife corridor which is really 
fantastic,” Londonderry Town-
ship Manager Steve Letavic said.

The land along Fulling Mill 
road is a nice piece of  property, 
Lower Swatara Board Vice Presi-
dent Todd Truntz said.

“I was thinking, I value that 
open space there. Rather than 
forest the whole area … what if  we 
go around the perimeter,” Truntz 
said. “I would like that better than 
expand and basically overtake an 
open area.” 

Shireman tract
The board also voted to include 

a plan to plant trees on the Shire-
man tract in a grant application 
to the Pennsylvania Department 
of  Conservation and Natural Re-
sources being submitted by the 
Dauphin County Conservation 
District.

The township bought the 
32-acre Shireman tract, at the 
southeast corner of  Longview 
Drive and Ebenezer Road, last 
year for $374,000. 

It was awarded a 50-50 match-
ing Department of  Conservation 
and Natural Resources Grant in 
the amount of  $187,000 to buy the 
property in December 2016.

Ideas suggested previously for 
use of  the property include two 
to three softball fields, walking 
trails, picnic areas and a dog park.

Interim Manager Frank Lynch 
said the township will submit 
a grant application in the next 
few weeks to create a recreation 
plan for the township, including 
examining what should be done 

with the Shireman tract.
“I pushed trees on you all not 

because it’s my agenda — because 
it makes the DEP [Pennsylvania 
Department of  Environmental 
Protection] happy whenever they 
come and visit you and review 
your MS4 program and see you’re 
doing things,” township engineer 
Erin Letavic said. “I do have some 
clients who don’t do projects like 
these, and they have not fared well 
during DEP inspections.”

Truntz said the tree project 
was good both ecologically and to 
comply with the Municipal Sepa-
rate Sewer Program — or MS4 — 
which requires municipalities to 
develop a plan to control runoff 
water and sedimentation.

If  the district is awarded the 
grant, Letavic said it would in-
clude a local match of  $1,200.

Dauphin County Conservation 
District’s Watershed Specialist 
Robert Frank said that planting 
trees and shrubs along streams 
reduces pollution, improves wa-
ter quality and reduces erosion.

He said the due date for the 
grant is April 11; the DNCR will 
decide by December.

Trees would be planted along 
the northern corner of  the Shire-
man property. In an interview 
with the Press & Journal, Letavic 
said they would add to an already-
wooded area near a stream.

If  the conservation district is 
awarded the grant, the Shire-
man trees would not be planted 
until 2019. 

Letavic said the grant would 
include money to water, weed and 
mow the land around the trees.

When asked about the location 
of  the trees, Letavic said it was at 
the lowest point of  the property.

“This would not get in the way 
of  any future development,” 
Letavic said.

“That would be my concern,” 
Commissioner Chris DeHart 
said.

In an interview, DeHart said 
he had concerns “about planting 
trees or installing a rain garden 
in an area that could be used for 
recreation.”

Township recreation
In regard to the study about 

township recreation, Lynch said 
the grant would be used for a 

study similar to one conducted 
several years ago of  the his-
tory and use of  recreation in the 
Middletown area that led to the 
development of  the Middletown 
Area Recreation Alliance — an 
organization that leaders hope 
will lead to more diverse recre-
ation programs.

The difference, Letavic said in a 
meeting in early February, is that 
that study focused on the athletic 
needs and didn’t take into con-
sideration all of  the township’s 
activities and facilities.

“The idea is to do an analysis 
of  all of  your park and recreation 
spaces and determine what levels 
of  services for a township of  this 
size should be invested in the 
future, and do those uses then fit 
on the Shireman property,” Erin 
Letavic said.

A grant was submitted to create 
a similar plan for Lower Swatara 
last year for $80,000 including a 
$40,000 match by the township. 
In late December, the township 
announced that it did not receive 
the grant.

At a meeting in early February, 
the commissioners discussed 
whether they wanted to submit 
a grant to create plans for the 
Shireman property and overall 
recreation. Letavic said people 
anecdotally shared what they 
believed the Shireman land could 
be used for.

“But there are standards out 
there that determine what you 
should really have to meet na-
tional standards,” Letavic said.

“I guess I wonder with the 
study — are these not things that 
can’t be done in house with our 
people rather than spend $40,000 
of  recreation funds for planning 
purpose?” Commissioner Ron 
Paul asked. “You’re going to need 
that $40,000 to develop the Shire-
man tract.”

Letavic said they could con-
sider doing the study in house, 
adding that she didn’t know if  
anyone on staff had park and rec-
reation credentials. She said the 
township could use a consultant.

Commissioner Michael Davies 
said that engineers would have a 
better idea of  how much it would 
cost to develop the land.

“You will get, I think … a bet-
ter concept of  what costs are 
involved instead of  wet finger in 
the air, ‘Yeah, I think it will cost 
us that much to flatten that out,’” 
Davies said.

Paul said there was a difference 
between construction plans and 
a feasibility study.

Davies said he would rather 
put in an application, adding 
that he thought it would put the 
township in a better position for 
future grants.

Hundreds more trees 
will be planted in Lower 
Swatara, Londonderry 

Average retail gasoline prices 
in Harrisburg rose 4.7 cents a 
gallon last week, averaging $2.83 
a gallon Sunday, according to 
GasBuddy’s daily survey of  241 
gas outlets in Harrisburg. 

This compares with the nation-
al average that has increased 4.1 
cents per gallon in the last week 
to $2.65 a gallon. 

Including the change in gas 
prices in Harrisburg during the 
past week, prices Sunday were 
40.1 cents per gallon higher than 
the same day one year ago and are 
9 cents per gallon higher than a 
month ago. 

The national average has 
increased 12.6 cents per gallon 
during the last month and stands 
33.1 cents per gallon higher than 

this day one year ago.
According to GasBuddy histori-

cal data, gasoline prices on April 2 
in Harrisburg have ranged widely 
over the last five years: $2.43 a gal-
lon in 2017, $2.16 a gallon in 2016, 
$2.46 a gallon in 2015, $3.57 a gallon 
in 2014 and $3.59 a gallon in 2013.

Areas near Harrisburg and 
their current gas price climate:
Lancaster: $2.84 a gallon, up 3.9 
cents from last week.
Reading: $2.83 a gallon, up 3.8 cents 
from last week.
York: $2.90 a gallon, up 2.7 cents 
from last week.

“As the basketball version of  
March Madness wraps up, its 
just getting established at gas 
pumps across the country. This 
past week has not only brought 

higher gas prices, but in addition, 
the national average finds itself  
mere days away from rising to 
the highest level seen in nearly 
1,000 days,” said Patrick DeHaan, 
head of  petroleum analysis for 
GasBuddy. “The usual suspects 
are at play, leaving little surprise 
to the higher prices we’re facing, 
but that’s little comfort to motor-
ists being hit with gas prices in 
17 states that have risen over 15 
cents per gallon in the last 30 days 
alone. Think of  the spring surge 
as a bit of  a race. Some states will 
see their price rally early and 
fast-paced, while others may lag 
behind. So no matter if  prices 
near you surged or haven’t yet, 
we’re all going to eventually feel 
a similar rise amongst all states.”

Gas prices in area up 4.7 cents, 
are expected to rise higher soon

Residents who are struggling 
with their home heating bills 
can apply for assistance from the 
Low-Income Home Energy As-
sistance Program before Friday, 
April 6, when the program closes. 

LIHEAP is a federally funded 
program that helps individuals 
and families pay their heating 
bills through home heating en-
ergy assistance grants. It also 

provides crisis grants to help in 
the event of  an emergency or if  a 
resident is in danger of  losing his 
or her heat due to broken equip-
ment, lack of  fuel or termination 
of  utility service. 

The income eligibility guide-
lines for LIHEAP are set at 150 
percent of  the federal poverty 
income level. For example, the 
income limit for an individual is 

$18,090; for a couple, the limit is 
$24,360; and for a family of  four, 
it is $36,900. 

Residents can apply for LI-
HEAP online or by contacting 
the Dauphin County Assistance 
Office at 717-265-8919 between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m.

For more information, visit 
www.dhs.pa.gov/foradults/heat-
ingassistanceliheap/index.htm.

Apply by Friday for home heating help

“Not only are we creating 
a buffer, but we’re 
also creating a wildlife 
corridor which is really 
fantastic.”

Londonderry Township 
Manager Steve Letavic
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To place your business in this directory 
contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 
Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

CHIROPRACTOR/
PHYSICAL THERAPIST
THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-2225

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown
717-566-2525

Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PERSONAL TRAINING
Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-215-9607

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESTAURANT
Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-0450

SALON
Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown
717-944-7980

Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

lde FactoryOAntiques & Crafts

139 South
Hanover Street

Hummelstown, PA
Just West of Hershey

717-566-5685

Open daily 
Mon-Sat. 9-5

Sun. 12-5

APRIL 4-8
3 FLOORS OF FURNITURE, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, LIGHTS, QUILTS, 
CANDLES, JEWELRY, ANTIQUES and CRAFTS & SO MUCH MORE!

Visit 
Rita's

Refreshments

Sat., April 7
th  

Only

Spring
Fling!

November 2015 and became 
president in April 2017, when he 
replaced Ben Kapenstein after 
Kapenstein resigned as council 
president. Kapenstein is the only 
member who remains from the 
council that approved the lease. 
He advocated for it at the time.

Suglia said the borough and 
current council is now stuck with 
a lease deal that he and the other 
officials now in charge had no role 
in crafting.

“Suez knew those numbers 
(regarding water usage) were not 
realistic for us to reach in a town 
of  our size,” Suglia said. “The 
borough is landlocked” and cannot 
grow beyond its current borders.

“If  we keep raising rates then 
people will leave and there will 
be less water use,” Suglia said. 
“They (Suez) are biting off their 
hand to spite their face. They are 
going to be chasing people out of  
the borough.”

“To them (Suez) it’s about the 
almighty dollar. To us it’s about 
keeping our town prosperous and 
affordable to live in and attracting 
those looking to move here or move 
a business here.”

Suez in a press release said water 
and sewer rates in Middletown 
have not gone up since Suez and 
the borough entered into the lease 
contract in 2014.

“Water and sewer rates have 
been rising by an average of  5 and 
6 percent each year in most major 
U.S. cities for the last 15 years,” 
Suez said in the release. “Despite 
the surcharge, Middletown water 
and sewer fees remain reasonable 
in aggregate and this partnership 
provides great value to local cus-
tomers with the cost per gallon 
for safe drinking water delivered 
to customer taps still less than a 
penny.”

Suez says the 11.5 percent sur-
charge will stay on customers’ 
bills for three years, to make up for 
water consumption falling below 
the target for the three-year period 
from the start of  the lease in Janu-

ary 2015 through January 2018.
The next surcharge — if  one is 

necessary — would go into effect in 
early 2022 and replace the current 
11.5 percent surcharge that would 
be taken off residents’ bills in 2021. 
This same process continues after 
every three-year period, until the 
lease expires in 2065, according 
to Suez.

However, Suglia told the Press 
& Journal that council still hopes 
to be able to reduce the surcharge 
or remove it from bills entirely.

Council through an outside law 
firm the borough has hired had 
been holding closed-door discus-
sions with Suez toward avoiding 
the surcharge being imposed 
on residents, but those talks fell 
through, Suglia said.

“We tried to negotiate with them 
to not have this happen, but they 
(Suez) refused to accept any offers 
or any type of  settlement,” Suglia 
said. “We tried to negotiate with 
them. We feel this is not fair to our 
residents.”

Council also does not agree 
with Suez’ interpretation of  the 
provisions in the lease having to 
do with the water usage shortfall 
and the surcharge.

“We are not reading the (lease) 
contract the same way as they 
are,” Suglia said. “We tried re-
sponding, we tried working with 
them and they refused any sort 
of  counter proposal. All they did 
was say no.”

The “definitions” section of  the 
lease referring to “water sales 
shortfall” indicates that the mini-

mum volume threshold for daily 
water consumption in the system 
is 639,340 gallons per day.

After council and the authority 
approved the lease in 2014, private 
equity investors backing the lease 
in return made an upfront pay-
ment of  $43 million to the borough 
that the borough used to pay off 
pension debt and debt tied to the 
borough building a new wastewa-
ter treatment plant.

The lease also provides for Suez 
and its private equity partners 
to make annual payments to the 
borough over the 50 years of  the 
lease that will exceed another $45 
million, according to Suez.

“Because we made an upfront 
payment and our investors in-
vested in that upfront payment, 
there has to be a level of  confidence 
that there is going to be adequate 
revenues to support the debt 
service and the recovery of  that 
investment,” said Kevin Chandler, 
vice president of  Suez’s North 
Division.

The lease mandates Suez impose 
the surcharge to make up for water 
usage being less than the amount 
specified in the lease contract be-
tween the borough and Suez, Suez 
officials told the Press & Journal.

“From our perspective it’s 
rather clear cut in the contract. 
It (the surcharge) doesn’t require 
any kind of  approval from the 
borough,” Sugarman said.

Unless council can find a way 
to remove it, the 11.5 percent sur-
charge would stay on residents’ 
bills until it goes off in 2021.

But a new surcharge could be 
put on residents’ bills in 2022, if  
water consumption is again less 
than the identified target during 
the next three-year period from 
January 2018 through January 
2021, according to Suez.

If  water usage meets or exceeds 
the target over the next three 
years, no new surcharge would 
be imposed in 2022.

However, if  water usage exceeds 
the target, the lease as written 
includes no provision for reduc-
ing the water bill, Suez officials 

told the Press & Journal during a 
meeting on March 28.

Council first alerted residents to 
the 11.5 percent surcharge with a 
message posted on the borough’s 
Facebook page on March 8.

Suez at that time told the Press 
& Journal that the impact of  the 
11.5 percent surcharge on bills 
could be mitigated or eliminated 
altogether, if  a “negotiated settle-
ment” was reached between Suez 
and council whereby the borough 
would absorb the cost of  some or 
all of  the surcharge, instead of  it 
being imposed on residents.

But the time allotted for council 
and Suez to reach such an agree-
ment ran out, Suez officials told 
the Press & Journal.

“We indicated openness to doing 
something” with council to mini-
mize the impact of  the surcharge 
on residents, Sugarman said. 
“They (council) had a time limit 
to decide.”

Discussions to avert the impact 
of  the surcharge were ongoing 
between the borough and Suez, 
but the time came when Suez had 
to impose the surcharge because 
of  bills having to go out, according 
to Chandler.

“We did basically set a deadline,” 
Sugarman said. “They (council) 
had to come back to us with an 
acceptable and concrete offer, 
because billing happens on a 
timetable.”

Water usage being less than 
that specified in the lease means 
revenue to Suez and the investors 
being less than that anticipated 
when the lease was negotiated 
and approved, according to Suez.

“We know if  water usage is 
where they say it is, that’s the 
revenue we can expect. Now we 

are seeing obviously that that’s 
not the case,” said Rich Hen-
ning, senior vice president for 
communications for Suez and a 
Suez spokesman. “We built an 
operations system and a capital 
expenditure system based on what 
they presented to us, and that’s 
not happening. What’s happening 
is that the water usage is far less 
than what they originally told us 
over this three-year period.”

The Suez officials did not say 
how far below water usage fell 
during the first three years com-
pared to the amount specified in 
the lease.

However, they said that the 
shortfall here is consistent with 
nationwide trends regarding 
people using less water.

“What we are seeing across the 
industry is in the range of  a 3 per-
cent (reduction),” Chandler said.

Henning cited water conserva-
tion acts Congress has passed 
mandating household appliances 
use less water.

On average, new appliances 
such as washing machines, dish-
washers and toilets use a third— 
and sometimes more — less water 
than they used to, he said. “Any-
time you put something like that 
in your home you are dropping 
the usage.”

Henning also referred to Ameri-
can families getting smaller over 
the past few decades, which is also 
a factor in using less water.

The water usage target in the 
lease is already set for the entire 
50 years, Suez said. According to 
Suez, the lease has no provision 
for changing the target number, 
despite changing conditions in the 
borough over the 50 years of  the 
lease such as population growing, 
or decreasing, or businesses and 
industries moving in — or out.

This is how the borough wanted 
the lease written back in 2014, the 
Suez officials said. The borough 
determined the water usage tar-
get, not Suez, the water company 
officials told the Press & Journal.

“We don’t set the consumption 
numbers,” Henning said. “We’re 

coming into a community that we 
do not really know. That’s why the 
borough sets those numbers. They 
may have been projecting growth, 
we don’t know that. That’s a ques-
tion you have to ask the borough 
as to what the impetus was.”

Otherwise, borough manage-
ment in place back then has also 
all departed and been replaced 
with new staff. Council retains the 
same solicitor, McNees Wallace & 
Nurick.

Council and the borough, along 
with the special lawyer hired 
regarding the lease, are trying to 
“revisit” the water usage figure 
now in the lease to come up with 
a new number that better reflects 
actual conditions, Suglia said.

Otherwise, he sees the water 
usage as set in the lease, and the 
resulting surcharge when con-
sumption falls below that level, 
triggering a vicious cycle that 
makes an already bad deal for 
residents even worse.

Delinquent accounts and water 
shut-offs have been “fairly consis-
tent” since Suez took over in 2015, 
Suez spokeswoman Ghilianie Soto 
told the Press & Journal in an 
email on Monday.

The system averages about 10 
water shut-offs per month as a 
result of  delinquent accounts, 
Soto said. “We have not seen any 
sudden spikes.”

a scanner to detect if  an identifica-
tion microchip has been implanted 
in a dog.

“Lo and behold, the dog had a 
microchip,” Bennett told the Press 
& Journal on Monday at the police 
station. The microchip led Bennett 
to the dog’s home, on Schoolhouse 
Road not far from where Chibbs 
had stopped Coble’s car.

Bennett was outside his terri-
tory — State Police cover Lon-
donderry Township. But it was just 
outside the borough, so Bennett 
figured he would head over to try 
and reunite Chibbs with his owner.

He got no answer when he 
knocked on the door, but Ben-
nett saw two cars in the garage. 
After leaving a few voicemails on 
the phone number of  the owner, 

Bennett walked around to the 
backyard hoping to find another 
way to get in.

That’s when Bennett saw an 
elderly man lying on the ground.

“He was a little bloody and a 
little beat up. He was pretty hy-
pothermic” from being out in the 
cold, Bennett said. Bennett tried 
to wake him; the man responded 
with a grunt and a nod of  his head.

Bennett called Emergency Med-
ical Services, who took the man 
to the hospital. While waiting for 
EMS, Bennett wrapped the man in 
a blanket that Bennett had found 
after locating a door that was open.

According to reports, the 
88-year-old man is still in the in-
tensive care unit of  a local hospital. 
The Press & Journal is withhold-
ing the man’s name until speaking 
with his family.

According to Bennett and Coble 
— who has been in contact with 
a family member — the man had 
gone out to attend to Chibbs and 
found the dog had gotten his chain 
wrapped around something in the 
yard. While trying to untangle the 
chain, the man apparently tripped 
and fell. He might have struck a 
concrete pad, because the pad had 
some blood on it, Bennett said.

Chibbs slipped out of  his collar 
and headed out onto Schoolhouse 
Road, as if  on a mission.

“If  it hadn’t been for the dog 
breaking loose and actually slip-
ping out of  his collar and being 
found by Terri, we would not have 
had any reason to go to the house, 
so it was kind of  fortuitous that 
the dog slipped the collar and was 
found by an individual who had 
the common sense to bring it down 

here,” Bennett said. “The whole 
sequence of  events that led up to 
finding him is actually quite, if  
you think about it, lucky for him. 
Pretty cool.”

Coble said she didn’t know what 
had happened to the man until 
later when she got a call from 
Middletown police, thanking her 
for bringing the dog in because 
that led to a man’s life being saved.

“I said, ‘Thank you, guys,’” for 
having the scanner and finding the 
microchip, Coble told the Press & 
Journal. “Everything seemed to 
fall into place — me being on the 
road at that time, the dog being 
microchipped, Officer Bennett 
finding the gentleman.”

“I feel good,” she added. “A lot of  
people saved this man’s life, I like 
to feel I am one of  them. …(but) 
the dog is the hero of  the night.”

at the time of  the suspension, ac-
cording to the settlement, a copy 
of  which the Press & Journal ob-
tained from the borough after sub-
mitting a Right to Know request.

The $2,091.04 is subject to all 
applicable taxes and withholdings. 
The borough has also accepted 
Hovan’s retirement effective Feb. 
28, according to the settlement.

Hovan did not return a request 
for comment for this article.

Police Chief  George Mouchette 
did, telling the Press & Journal by 
email “Only that I wish him the 
best in his retirement.”

Besides dropping the appeal of  
his suspension, the settlement 
resolves “any and all claims” 
Hovan might have regarding his 
employment or the termination of  
that employment. The settlement 
is also to prevent the borough from 
bringing any future legal action 
against Hovan.

However, the settlement does 
not preclude Hovan’s “right” to 
“file a charge or complaint with 
any appropriate federal, state or 
local agency,” according to the 
document.

Council approved the settlement 
4-1 with one abstention, following 
a closed-door executive session.

Council Vice President Dawn 
Knull voted against the settle-
ment and declined comment when 
contacted by the Press & Journal.

Council member Jenny Miller 
abstained and did not return a call 
seeking comment. Her son is a full-
time Middletown police officer.

Voting in favor were Council 

President Damon Suglia and 
councilors Ben Kapenstein, Ian 
Reddinger and Robert Reid.

Council on Dec. 5 approved sus-
pending Hovan for 10 days on the 
recommendation of  Mouchette. 
Mayor James H. Curry III said he 
supported the recommendation.

Mouchette recommended sus-
pending Hovan following an 
internal investigation ordered by 
the chief  after Hovan admitted to 
going to church while on duty at 
Seven Sorrows in Middletown on 
Aug. 15, 2017.

Hovan after attending church 
while on duty at Seven Sorrows 
on Jan. 8, 2017 received a letter 
from Mouchette the same day, in 
which the chief  told Hovan he was 
no longer to attend church while 
on duty and was to “never conduct 
personal business on Middletown 
Police Department time,” accord-
ing to an account Hovan provided 
to the Press & Journal.

Hovan claimed the suspension 
was an illegal infringement of  his 
constitutional right to practice 
freedom of  religion.

Mouchette countered that the 
suspension was never about 
Hovan going to church while on 
duty, but instead about Hovan 
having disobeyed a direct order 
from the chief.

“He (Hovan) was specifically 
told that if  the needs of  the com-
munity and the department al-
lowed he could attend church,” 
Mouchette said at the time. “He 
was previously advised that if  he 
was required to attend church ser-
vices during his shift, he needed 
to request appropriate time off to 

attend.”
Hovan never requested the time 

off, Mouchette said.
Hovan, who describes himself  

as a devout Catholic, said that he 
at times had no choice but to go 
to church on duty in order to not 
miss any Holy Days of  Obligation.

Hovan said that chiefs before 
Mouchette had allowed him and 
other officers to attend church on 
duty, and some chiefs had even en-
couraged the practice as a way of  
improving community relations.

Hovan told the Press & Journal 
that he always wore his radio and 
had it on while attending church 
on duty, and that he had never 
missed a call.

Hovan served the 10-day sus-
pension in January, returning to 
duty Jan. 21. However, some time 
before completing his suspension 
Hovan appealed the suspension by 
requesting a public hearing before 
the Civil Service Commission.

The commission on Jan. 19 au-
thorized hiring an attorney who 
was to be paid $185 an hour by the 
borough to represent the commis-
sion in the Hovan matter. Hovan 
had told the Press & Journal he 
would be represented by an at-
torney paid for by the Fraternal 
Order of  Police.

That was the last publicly 
heard on the matter until March 
12, when the Press & Journal 
received an email from borough 
police spokesman Officer Mark 
Laudenslager confirming that 
Hovan was retiring.

According to the settlement, 
Hovan’s last work day with the 
police department was Feb. 19. He 

took paid leave to be off from Feb. 
22 until Feb. 28.

The settlement says that the 
borough will pay Hovan the bal-
ance of  his accrued but unused 
sick time (680 hours), 26 hours 
in compensatory time, and 436.5 
hours in vacation time according 
to the collective bargaining agree-
ment between the borough and 
the Middletown Borough Police 
Officers’ Association.

The settlement does not provide 
a total dollar figure for the money 
owed Hovan under the collective 
bargaining agreement. How-
ever, the settlement requires the 
amount owed Hovan be offset by 
$64 for which the settlement says 
Hovan was overpaid from August 
2017 through Dec. 31, 2017.

Hovan is also eligible for retiree 
health care benefits as specified in 
the collective bargaining agree-
ment, as well as to participate in 
the borough police pension plan.

Hovan had 20 years with the 
Middletown police department.

He previously was a Dauphin 
County probation officer for five 
years. He served two years of  
active duty in the U.S. Army and 
nine years in the Army Reserves 
as an infantry captain.

Hovan started in Middletown as 
a patrol officer, later becoming a 
K-9 officer and a detective before 
June 2012, when Hovan was made 
department chief  to replace David 
Sweitzer, who had served as act-
ing chief  after Keith Reismiller 
retired.

Hovan served as chief  for six 
months until he resigned from the 
position in January 2013.

SUEZ: Council President Suglia voices major concerns with 50-year lease borough signed with Suez
From page A1

Chandler Henning

“To them (Suez) it’s about 
the almighty dollar. To 
us it’s about keeping our 
town prosperous and 
affordable to live in and 
attracting those looking 
to move here or move a 
business here.”

Council President Damon Suglia

“We built an operations 
system and a capital 
expenditure system 
based on what they 
presented to us, and that’s 
not happening. What’s 
happening is that the 
water usage is far less 
than what they originally 
told us over this three-
year period.”

Rich Henning, Suez spokesman

DOG: ‘The dog is the hero of the night,’ woman says about rescue
From page A1

HOVAN: Officer claimed suspension violated his religious rights
From page A1
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Dear Valued Customer:

In December 2014, the Borough of Middletown entered into a partnership with Middletown Water Joint 
Venture, LLC to bring fi nancial relief and signifi cant infrastructure improvements to the Borough. The 
partnership provided for a $43 million upfront payment to the Borough and agreeing to make $45 million 
more during the 50-year contract period. In return, the Borough of Middletown agreed that the Joint 
Venture partnership would be able to recoup some of its investment each year over the life of the contract.
With the need to maintain the integrity of the Middletown water and sewer system, Middletown residents 
will see an increase in their bill - in the form of an 11.5% surcharge of the total bill, starting with the bill 
that you will be receiving in April - from SUEZ. This is the fi rst increase by the company since it started 
operating the Borough’s system in 2014. Currently, less water is being used than threshold targets set forth 
in the contract by the Borough and its advisors and the shortfall is being made up through a surcharge.
In recent years, water safety crises around the country have highlighted the potential dangers of 
inadequate investment and failing to maintain infrastructure to acceptable standards. To ensure the 
safety and reliability of the Middletown system, the integrity and viability of the partnership, and 
ultimately the health and well-being of the Borough’s residents, revenue shortfalls must be addressed. 
Despite the surcharge, the total water and sewer fees in Middletown remain reasonable. The Middletown 
Water JV provides great value to local customers with the cost per gallon for safe drinking water 
delivered to customer taps being less than a penny. We thank you for your patience and understanding.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please call our customer service help desk at 888-844-0352. 
Please have your account number(s) ready when you call.

Best regards,

Daniel E. Standish
Project Manager

SUEZ
Middletown Water

Best regards,

Daniel E. Standish

March 28, 2018

2018 TRIBUTE

Call Maxine Etter at 
(717) 944-4628 or email 

MaxineEtter@pressandjournal.com

reserve your grad tribute today - $145 

A KEEPSAKE PUBLICATION HONORING 2018 GRADS FROM:  
Middletown, Lower Dauphin & Steelton-Highspire

Whether you’re family,  
friends or businesses, show 

your pride for local grads with 
a full-color tribute ad in the 
Press & Journal’s Graduation 

Tribute publication. 

Wish them best of luck, 
include inspirational quotes 

or feature graduation or 
baby photos — our design 
department will help you 

make it your own! 

2018Congrats, Maya!

I’m so proud of 
you. Good luck  

at State!

LOVE ALWAYS, 
Uncle Dan

An investment in 
KNOWLEDGE always pays the best

INTEREST
− ben franklin

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS of 2018

FINANCIAL PLANNERS

Price includes custom design 
for full color ad. 

Limited space available.

three years.
Matthew said Kairi’s teacher 

at John C. Kunkel Elementary 
School, Kathie Gaedy, often 
sends home information about 
events and groups, including 
Cheer Tyme. Outside of  school 
and events such as the Special 
Olympics, Matthew said there 
aren’t many local team activities 
for special needs individuals.

“I wanted her to get team-
building skills, and I wanted her to 
be part of  a team,” Matthew said.

One day, Gaedy sent home infor-
mation about Cheer Tyme.

“She’s a social kid and energetic, 
and she needs that to have fun and 
meet all kinds of  people,” Gaedy 
said.

On the busy Wednesday, Mat-
thew called Kairi into the room 
and asked her about Cheer Tyme’s 
Inspiration team.

“What do you like about Cheer 
Tyme?” he asked her.

“Holly,” Kairi said, referring to 
her buddy Holly Balchunas.

Segin has been coaching the 
team for four years, although the 
program has been around for 
longer than that.

Segin works as a social worker. 
When Segin’s kids were young, 
she wanted them to be active and 
enrolled them in dance classes at 
Cheer Tyme. However, when her 
children saw the cheerleaders 
practicing, they decided to change.

A couple of  years ago, co-owner 
Kim Braasch approached Segin 
about coaching the Inspiration 
team. At first, Segin was hesitant.

“I don’t know cheer — I’m a 
social worker,” she said.

Braasch paired her up with 
cheer coaches, and Segin said 
she realized she could coach the 
cheerleaders.

Braasch and her husband, Scott, 
founded Cheer Tyme in 1998. The 
pair shared the same dream of  
opening a cheer gym, and Braasch 
said she fell in love with Scott after 

four days.
They taught the first group 

of  cheerleaders in backyards of  
homes. Now, Cheer Tyme has 
locations in Fairfax, Virginia, and 
Mechanicsburg.

The Braasches also choreo-
graph routines for the PSFCA 
Big 33 halftime shows of  football 
games. For years, Braasch said 
Big 33 had a buddy program for 
football players, and she said they 
asked if  they could have a similar 
program for cheerleaders.

By the time the USASF began 
creating a division for people with 
intellectual disabilities, they had 
been offering something similar 
with the Big 33, and Braasch said 
it was a natural fit that they start 
their own team at Cheer Tyme.

“The fact that they put together 
a special needs team is what’s 
special about them,” Gaedy said.

The cheerleaders love being on 
the team for a number of  reasons 
— some enjoy working with Segin 
and the other coaches and buddies 
while others like doing the stunts 
and jumps.

Kari Leigh has been on the team 
for five years.

“I like how we come here, and 
we’re a big family,” Leigh said.

The Inspiration team’s season 
begins in August and runs through 
the spring. The cheerleaders prac-
tice twice a week for an hour. They 
participate in eight competitions 
in a season, including several away 
competitions along the East Coast.

Segin has high expectations for 
her cheerleaders.

“For me, it’s so much more than 
just cheer — it’s about making 
friends, being able to walk in a 
room and say who you are, hav-
ing social skill, building those 
graces and fitting in,” Segin said. 
“It builds so much more than just 
sportsmanship.”

When planning a routine, there 
are several things Segin and the 
other coaches must take into 
consideration — such as what 
cheerleaders get along (which 

goes into where they position the 
athletes on the mat), what moves 
the cheerleaders are allowed to 
do by competition rules and what 
moves they excel at doing.

In her first year, there were four 
cheerleaders on the team. Now, 
there are 21, including the buddies.

“These kids never cheered. 
They couldn’t stand in one space 
for three seconds, some of  them. 
Now, they do a whole routine un-
assisted which is two minutes and 
32 seconds. It’s crazy what we’re 
doing,” Segin said.

Matthew and Gaedy have seen 
changes in Kairi since she started 
cheering. Matthew said her move-
ments, social skills and memori-
zation have improved, and she’s 
more comfortable in the dark and 
with loud noises such as thunder-
storms.

One time, Matthew took Kairi 
to Disney on Ice. He said she 
freaked out at the dark room and 
loud noises.

“The first time I went to one of  
her competitions — and how loud 
it was in there — I thought, ‘Oh 
my gosh. How is she going to do 
that?’” Gaedy said.

“Before she would always look at 
me before she talked to somebody. 
Now, she gets more comfortable 
with people,” Matthew said.

Turning to Kairi, Gaedy asked 
who she was going to see at Disney.

“Mickey,” Kairi.
Technically, the Inspiration 

squad has already come in fourth 
in the Worlds competition.

“We go now to have fun and exhi-
bition,” Segin said. The cheerlead-
ers, she said, were really excited 
and proud of  themselves when 
they found out they came in fourth.

Adelyn Rose has been cheering 
with Cheer Tyme for four years, 
though this is her first year as a 
buddy with the Inspiration team. 
Rose said she heard good things 
about the Inspiration team and 
wanted to get involved.

“They’re the sweetest kids,” 
she said.

the organization sustainable after 
Hurst, including the establish-
ment of  a board of  directors and 
several revenue-generating events 
and hiring other staff members.

“This space really allows us to do 
some good work in a collaborative 
space which wasn’t possible in my 
house,” Hurst said.

Feel Your Boobies was founded 
in 2004 when Hurst was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. She was 33 
years old, a marathon runner 
with no history of  breast cancer 
in her family.

Hurst had felt the lump in her 
breast for about two years prior 
to being diagnosed with cancer. 
Hurst had regular breast exams, 
but she said the doctors would 
never notice the lump until she 
physically put their hands on it.

“Once they felt it, they said, 
‘I don’t think that’s anything to 
worry about,’” she said.

But it was.
In 2004, Hurst moved back to 

Middletown where she grew up. 
When she went again for her an-
nual breast exam, like usual, she 
told a nurse practitioner about 
the lump, but this time, the nurse 
practitioner suggested that she 
should get a mammogram.

“I don’t think I told anybody 
[that I was getting a mammo-
gram],” she said.

Hurst could tell something was 
wrong, though. During the mam-
mogram, hospital staff took more 
than one photo of  the breast she 
felt the lump on. The mammogram 
indicated there was a part of  the 
breast that the staff called con-
cerning, and they recommended 

that Hurst get an ultrasound to 
see whether the lump was a cyst.

“The first time I got scared was 
during the ultrasound because 
of  the way the nurses came in to 
hold my hand and asked me if  I 
had anyone at home to talk to. I 
felt that they were treating it very 
seriously as if  they saw something 
that concerned them,” Hurst said.

No one was home for her to talk 
to. Her parents were in Florida, 
and she didn’t want to worry them 
if  tests were negative.

“At that age, nothing serious 
has happened to you yet. As it’s 
unfolding, it’s like, ‘Is this really 
happening?’” she said.

Three weeks later, a biopsy indi-
cated that the lump was cancerous.

“Luckily it was Stage 1, but when 
you’re first diagnosed — having 
not thought that it was going to be 
anything serious — it doesn’t mat-
ter. It’s just cancer,” Hurst said.

She received the call from her 
doctor while she was on a confer-
ence call. The phone beeped, and 
Hurst realized it was the doctor’s 
office.

“I remember sitting there like, 
‘Oh my God.’ I was the only person 
in the world that knew this at the 
time. I remember thinking, ‘OK. 
Now what?’” she said.

Telling people was the hardest 

part, Hurst said, because it made 
the diagnosis real. She later real-
ized that the diagnosis was not 
as serious as it could’ve been. 
Doctors removed the lump, and 
Hurst underwent chemotherapy 
and radiation.

“It’s kind of  humbling. When 
they say it’s best-case scenario and 
you have all of  that treatment you 
have to go through. You realize, 
wow, this is serious,” Hurst said.

During her treatment, Hurst 
started Feel Your Boobies. It 
started out as a lighthearted 
reminder for other women to do 
self-exams — Hurst and a friend 
ironed the phrase onto a T-shirt 
that her friend later wore when 
they went out.

The response to the T-shirt, 
Hurst said, was crazy. So she made 
a website and 100 more shirts. She 
thought only friends and family 
would order her shirts, but the 
message went viral, and Hurst 
began receiving orders from 
strangers across the country.

In six to eight weeks, Hurst 
raised around $15,000 from her 
T-shirts. At first, she donated the 
money to other breast cancer or-
ganizations, but later realized that 
many of  the organizations didn’t 
target younger cancer survivors 
like Hurst.

She converted her T-shirt busi-
ness into a nonprofit organization 
directly targeting women younger 
than 40. Now, Feel Your Boobies 
provides breast cancer education 
to 200 universities and colleges 
nationwide.

Hurst and her team work with 
schools in a variety of  ways. They 
provide free informational post-

ers — complete with bright colors 
and graphic prints, which she said 
are more attention-catching — to 
school health centers. Feel Your 
Boobies also gives student groups 
information on how to organize 
breast cancer awareness events, 
such as Bras Across Campus, 
where students collect and display 
bras to raise money and aware-
ness. Even people posting photos 
of  Hurst’s bright pink car decked 
out with Feel Your Boobies logos 
to social media helps spread the 
message.

Hurst said Feel Your Boobies 

is making a difference in a fun, 
creative way.

“I love what I do and I really 
feel passionate about this. I like 
to be creative with the message,” 
she said.   

On April 14, Feel Your Boobies 
and Penn State Health will host 
the first annual Tutu 2K Walk 
and 5K Run at Penn State Milton 
S. Hershey Medical Center.

According to the event web-
site: “We have FAR exceeded the 
number of  participants for this 
event! A great problem to have! 
We will be CLOSING registration 

3/28/18 at NOON. At this time, we 
can't guarantee your t-shirt size 
and tutu availability!”

The race kicks off  National 
Nurses Week, and teams could 
register in honor of  a nurse (the 
team that raises the most money 
will receive a pamper package 
for their honored nurse) or order 
a tribute sign for a special nurse.

The race is family-friendly and 
open to the public. 

If  you didn’t register, you still 
can donate at www.firstgiving.
com/event/feelyourboobies/1st-
annual-tutu-2k.

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Feel Your Boobies Founder Leigh Hurst, left, stands last month with the other staff members, from second left, 
Meaghan Abbott, Liv Friedrich and Alli Matson in the organization’s new home in Swatara Township. 

BOOBIES: Breast cancer group moves to Swatara
From page A1 “I love what I do and I 

really feel passionate 
about this. I like to 
be creative with the 
message.”

Leigh Hurst

Matthew Fagan has organized 
a spaghetti dinner fundraiser on 
April 15 to help his daughter Kairi 
and buddy Holly Balchunas get 
to Disney World, specifically their 
hotel, food and travel expenses 
in Orlando.

The fundraiser will be held 
from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Highspire 
Fire Department. Tickets are $10 

for adults and $5 for children. 
They also are raffling off a num-
ber of  items including a signed 
Philadelphia Eagles football, 
a signed Hershey Bears seat 
cushion, a painting valued at 
$276, and a one-night stay at the 
Holiday Inn. Any extra funds will 
be donated to Cheer Tyme.

Segin is also organizing a 

fundraiser for the cheerleaders 
through GoFundMe at www.
gofundme.com/cheer-tyme-in-
spiration. 

Donations can also be mailed 
to Bobbi’s Project Inc. at 49 Stone 
Run Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 
17050 or Cheer Tyme at 200 Lambs 
Gap Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 
17050.

Fundraiser to help out with cheerleader expenses WORLDS: Cheerleaders benefiting from program
From page A1
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By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

After a weather-related delay 
that had postponed a pair of  
games, the 2018 baseball season 
finally got underway last week 
for the Middletown Blue Raiders.

Although the 6-2 loss at West 
Perry on Friday, March 30, was 
not how the team and new head 
coach Mike Lupia wanted to start, 
the Raiders were happy to get that 
first game in. 

“Yeah, it’s good to finally get to 
play,” Lupia said prior to the game. 

Lupia, along with assistants 
Aaron Lupia, Kyle Wheary and 
Brandon Popp, were anxious to see 
how their team would do heading 
into the new season. 

Wheary is the lone holdover 
from the previous couple of  sea-
sons and works with the pitching 
staff. 

Starter Scott Ash and reliever 
David Alcock pitched fairly well. 

“The walks and errors definitely 
hurt us,” Lupia said. 

The pair scattered seven hits and 
the six runs, four of  which were 
unearned. Alcock finished with 
five strikeouts. 

On offense, the Blue Raiders had 
just two hits against a pair of  West 
Perry pitchers, but the Middle-
town batters put a number of  
balls in play. The Mustang defense 
made good plays on the hard-hit 
ground balls, denying base run-
ners throughout the game. 

After the Raiders went down in 
order on three groundouts to start 
the game, West Perry scored three 
runs in the bottom of  the first in-
ning by taking advantage of  three 
walks and two fielding errors. 

In the top of  the second, Adam 
Kell was hit by a pitch leading 
off, but Cam Peters hit a hard 
grounder that turned into a 6-4-3 

double play ball and Matt Shopf  
grounded out, keeping the Raiders 
off the scoreboard. 

Ash had a better inning in the 
bottom of  the frame, getting a 
groundout and strikeout to set 
down the first two West Perry 
batters. 

Following a bunt single by Cody 
Smith, catcher Avery Williams 
threw out Smith on an attempted 
steal, making an accurate throw 
to second baseman Kyle Truesdale 
for the out. 

In the top of  the third, Tim Wag-
ner was hit by a pitch with one out 
and Garrett Miller was safe on an 
error on a bunt. The miscue moved 
Wagner to third. Ash’s sacrifice fly 
to right field drove in Wagner for 
Middletown’s first run. 

But the Mustangs plated two 
more runs in the home half  of  the 
third to go up by a 5-1 count. An er-
ror put leadoff hitter Aidan Zerbey 
on second. Zerbey later scored on 
a sacrifice bunt by Nate Bream. 

After Trevor Gerst walked and 
moved to second on a passed ball, 
he was driven home on a single 
to center by Darren Sutch before 
Ash got out of  the inning with a 
ground out. 

The score remained unchanged 
before the Blue Raiders picked 
up their second run in the top of  
the fifth. With one out, Alcock 
punched out a single to left after 
working pitcher Matt Chiccini 
to a full count. Wagner followed 
with a single to center to put two 
runners on base. 

On a double steal, Chiccini over-
threw second and Alcock turned 
third and raced home, just barely 
beating out a throw, sliding under 
the tag of  Bream at the plate. 

But the Blue Raiders would not 
score again while the Mustangs 
picked up one more in the bottom 
of  the sixth to secure the 6-2 win. 

Alcock, taking over on the 
mound in the bottom of  the fifth, 
gave up a leadoff  double but 
avoided damage by striking out 
both Sutch and Bream to leave 
two players stranded. 

The Raiders went down in order 
against new pitcher Nolan Olsze-
wski in the top of  the sixth, and 
the Mustangs scored on an RBI 
single by Smith in the home half. 

Alcock walked with two outs in 
the top of  the seventh, but Wagner 

went down on a pop-out to first to 
end the game.   

The Blue Raiders’ March 23 

game at Hershey was postponed 
until May 11. 

They were supposed to play host 

to Northern on Monday, but that 
game also was postponed because 
of  the weather.

Raiders beat weather, but not West Perry
Middletown struggles at plate vs. Mustangs

David Alcock beats the throw home for Middletown's second run against 
West Perry.  

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY ROB ALCOCK

Relief pitcher David Alcock fires a pitch vs. West Perry on Friday.

Middletown catcher Avery Williams 
takes a swing.

Middletown starting pitcher Scott 
Ash picked up the loss vs. West 
Perry.

Multiple Middletown Area High 
School basketball players will take 
part in the Pennsylvania vs.  Mary-
land All Star Basketball Weekend 
at Harrisburg Christian Athletic 
Center to be held on Friday and 
Saturday.

At 8:30 p.m. Friday, Ryan Hughes, 

Chris Plummer and Tre’ Leach 
will play for the Capital Area All 
Stars as they take on the Pennsyl-
vania All Stars. Casey Caruso and 
Josh Saufley of  Lower Dauphin 
also will play on that team.

At 2:15 p.m. Saturday, Makaila 
Nester will play on the East Coast 

North girls team against East 
Coast South.

At 6 p.m. Saturday, Plummer 
and Leach will play for the East 
Coast South boys against East 
Coast North.

At 7:15 p.m. Saturday, Amber 
Schweiger of  Lower Dauphin will 

play for the Pennsylvania All Stars 
as they take on the Maryland All 
Stars.

At 8:30 p.m. Saturday, Hughes 
will play for the Pennsylvania All 
Stars as they take on the Maryland 
All Stars. Caruso will play on that 
team as well.

MAHS, LD players in basketball all-star games

LDMS students raise money playing volleyball

Ethan Kurtz goes for a save while his teammate Ty Weigher looks on.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

During their regularly scheduled physical education classes, students at 
Lower Dauphin Middle School got to test their skills against the school 
staff — for charity. The school’s 18th annual charity volleyball tournament 
was held Feb. 14-15 during the day. Teams of 10 to 15 students were asked 
to donated $25 to be able to play against teachers, principals and school 
staff who were playing during their free periods.  This year, all proceeds were 
donated to the Meghan Johnson Memorial Scholarship Fund, raising more 
than $7,500. Above, Simon Mekhail tries to return a teacher serve while his 
teammates Andrew Waughen, Aaron Gingrich, Isaac Landis, Ben Hackman, 
Collin Fischer and Griffin Barilla watch the action.

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 4/3/18 – 4/9/18

HARRISBURG HERSHEY

FIRE UPFIRE UPFIRE UP
the Grill!

FRESH GREEN
ASPARAGUS

FRESH RED OR
WHITE SEEDLESS
GRAPES

149
lb.

179
lb.

the Grill!
Wow!FRESH

CHICKEN LEG
QUARTERS
MUST BUY 10+ LBS

59¢
lb.

FRESH LEAN
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST BUY 10 LBSMUST BUY 10 LBSMUST BUY 10 LBS

299
lb.

Wow!FRESH
CHICKEN TENDERS
MUST BUY 5+ LBS

189
lb.

31/40CT EZ PEEL 
LARGE SHRIMP
2 LB BAG $10.98 549

lb.

FRESH BONE-IN COUNTRY
STYLE PORK RIBS
SOLD IN 5 LBS BUNDLES

149
lb.

Wow!

549
lb.

USDA CHOICE WHOLE
NEW YORK STRIPS
12 LB AVG

2 LITERS
MIX & MATCH - PEPSI,
CANADA DRY, 7-UP,
A&W, BRISK & SUNKIST
MUST BUY 4 OR MORE

ENTENMANN’S
BAKED GOODS
*LESSER VALUE ITEM FREE,
EXCLUDES MINI CAKES
& BAGGED DONUTS

2 LITERS
99¢

ea.

12 LB AVG12 LB AVG12 LB AVG

ENTENMANN’S

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE! FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 717-944-4628 

Elwood’s
• PA Inspections • Brakes
• New & Used Tires • Exhaust • Struts 
• Oil Changes • Shocks • Batteries
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
138 W. Main Street
Middletown

944-9255

IS YOUR STATE INSPECTION DUE?

Dailey’s Service 
Station
• State Inspections • Tune-ups 
• Oil Changes • Repairs
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic 
and Popular Foreign Cars
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

The Hondru
Service Experience
Factory Warranty Center
The Best Service in Lancaster County

• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

367-6644

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center 
“Serving All Makes & Models 
Without An Appointment”
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700

Pennsylvania requires vehicle safety 
inspections for all passenger cars and 

light-duty trucks that need registration in the state.

CALL ANY ONE OF THESE LOCAL 
OFFICIAL PENNDOT INSPECTION STATIONS.

Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 
Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 

Periodic Check At Least 
Every Six Months.

231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil & Filter Service

Open 
Weekdays 

8 am-5:30 pm 
Closed Sat.

•OIL CHANGES
•BRAKE REPAIRS
•EXHAUST REPAIRS
•COMPUTER DIAGNOSIS

See Don For:
Your Best Deal For New 
& Used Cars & Trucks

DON STAGO Bus. 234-4444 Cell 940-4963
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg

Sutliff
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A 16-foot Sunline camper 
valued at $2,500 was reported 
stolen from a residence in the 
2000 block of  West Harrisburg 
Pike during the morning of  
March 25. 

The owner told police that 
his tenant at the residence saw 
two people connect the trailer 
to a small black truck and 
leave. 

Police said one of  the sus-
pects was a white man while 
the other was a heavyset 
woman with red hair. 

The tan camper had the 
Pennsylvania license plate 
XGD0262 at the time of  the 
theft.

Police are asking anyone 
with information about the 
theft to contact them at 717-939-
0463. 

Theft charge
A charge of  theft by unlawful 

taking has been filed against 
Tyler Ryan, 25, of  the 80 block 
of  Lake Drive, Middletown, 
court records note.

Police allege Ryan took about 
$300 in change that belonged 
to his mother and had been 
stored in a large glass con-
tainer at the residence. Inves-
tigators were unsure when the 
theft took place, although the 
mother said she noticed the 
money was missing March 4. 
Police were contacted about 
the theft March 20.

Attempt to purchase laptop
A township resident con-

tacted police to report two 

fraudulent charges were made 
to purchase a Macbook com-
puter.

Police said charges of  $500 
and $366 were made online 
March 15 to buy the com-
puter from a Best Buy store in 
Rockville, Maryland. Report-
edly the funds were to be used 
to offset the purchase of  the 
$2,000 computer. Police said the 
transactions were flagged and 
stopped.

Investigators said the two 
charges were made via a credit 
card issued through Huaxia 
Bank in China. 

Scrap metal stolen
Representatives of  a local 

construction company told 
police $300 in scrap metal was 
stolen from their township 
business March 18.

Police said two people are 
believed to have been respon-
sible for the theft from Peifer 
Construction, which is located 
in the 1000 block of  South 
Eisenhower Boulevard. The 
theft is believed to have taken 
place between 2 and 2:52 a.m., 
police added.

Reportedly, video surveil-
lance showed two men going 
through a pile of  scrap metal 
at the rear of  the business’s of-
fices. Police said one of  the sus-
pects was white, bald and had 
a beard. There were no other 
details about the suspects.

Police are asking anyone 
with information about the 
theft to contact them at 717-939-
0463.

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

Camper stolen; 
fraudulent credit 
card use reported

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR. 
Support your local businesses.

The Capital Area Intermediate 
Unit hosted the regional Computer 
Fair on Tuesday, March 27.

Students could submit projects 
in any of  the six divisions: Anima-
tion, Computer Fair Logo, Digital 
Movie, Graphic Design, Program-
ming, and Web Page Design.

Middletown Area High School 
senior Chastity Davis earned 
first place in the Programming 
Division for her project “The Ele-
ment.” 

Chastity created an app that 

allows high school students to 
choose their course selections for 
their schedules. Each course has 
defined prerequisites that allow or 
prevent a student from choosing 
a course based on the student’s 
course history and academic 
grades in required courses. 

As the student selects their 
courses, a list is compiled for the 
student to view. Chastity said she 
chose the title “The Element” be-
cause the app is a basic tool that 
every student should use. She 

branded “The Element” with the 
symbol "El" to reflect a scientific 
symbol; i.e. a basic element. 

Chastity built her app from 
scratch. Every symbol, space, let-
ter, etc had to be exact. 

The first-place winners in each 
of  the six divisions at the regional 
level advance to the state competi-
tion. 

Chastity will face other pro-
gramming winners from around 
the state on May 22 at Dickinson 
College in Carlisle.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Middletown Area High School senior Chastity Davis shows off her winning project in the Programming Division of 
the Capital Area Intermediate Unit regional Computer Fair.

MAHS student wins at computer fair

A Democrat from Lower Swata-
ra Township is running for the 
106th state House district seat held 
by Rep. Tom Mehaffie.

Jill Linta, a Middletown Area 
High School graduate, is one of  
two Democrats running in the 
May 15 primary hoping to unseat 
Mehaffie, a Republican running 
for his second two-year term in 
the state House.

The other Democrat on the pri-
mary ballot is Rob Myers, of  Derry 
Township. Mehaffie is unopposed 
on the Republican ballot.

The 106th House seat includes 

Middletown, 
R o y a l t o n , 
Lower Swata-
ra Township, 
Hummelstown, 
Derry Town-
ship, Conewago 
Township, and 
parts of  Swata-
ra Township.

A graduate of  Penn State Uni-
versity, Linta in a press release 
said she is running “to amplify 
the voices of  the people.”

Linta has been a community 
volunteer for almost two decades. 

She is chairwoman of  the Gov. 
Pinchot Group of  the Sierra Club.

She is also a trained member 
of  the Dauphin County Animal 
Response Team who assisted with 
sheltering pets affected by the 2011 
flooding, and with rescuing dogs 
from puppy mills.

Linta is a legal observer and 
coordinator with the National 
Lawyers Guild of  Central Pennsyl-
vania, and has been a poll watcher 
in every presidential election 
since 2004.

Linta in her press release 
says she “proudly marched” in 

the Women’s March and in the 
People’s Climate March in Wash-
ington, D.C.

“As a friend and ally to people 
of  all colors, ages, gender identi-
ties and religions, I vow to fight 
discrimination in any form and I 
vow to protect our environment 
for future generations,” Linta said.

More information about Linta 
and her campaign can be found by 
going on the web to 106Forward-
Together.WordPress.com.

April 16 is the last day for people 
to register in order to vote in the 
May 15 primary.

Linta

2 Democrats vie to take on Rep. Mehaffie

At the state Pennsylvania 
School Business Officials confer-
ence on, March 8 in Hershey, Mid-
dletown’s William Meiser, director 
of  operations, was elected to the 
nine-member Board of  Directors. 

Meiser will be the first repre-
sentative to the Board of  Directors 
from Middletown Area School 
District.

Meiser was elected from a pool 
of  six candidates vying for three 
seats available on an annual basis. 

PASBO members wishing to 
serve on the Board of  Directors 
do so without compensation from 
PASBO and in addition to fulfilling 

the obligations 
of  their regular 
school employ-
ment. 

Meiser will 
begin his three-
year term on 
July 1.

Meiser was 
hired as an ad-
ministrator by Middletown Area 
School District in 2007 after having 
worked in both the Derry Town-
ship School District and Lebanon 
School District as an HVAC tech-
nician. 

At the PASBO conference, he 

served as the chairman of  the 
School Safety Committee. He has 
also been a webcast presenter on 
various topics and participated 
in his regional chapter of  facility 
personnel. 

PASBO is a statewide associa-
tion with more than 3,000 members 
that provides education, training 
and professional development to 
school professionals working in 
finance, accounting, operations, 
facilities, transportation, food 
service, technology, communica-
tions, human resources, purchas-
ing and safety services. 

Meiser

MASD’s Meiser picked for state board

A pair of  Lower Dauphin 
elementary students recently 
were recognized by Hummel-
stown police and Lower Dau-
phin Communities That Care 
for helping make the world a 
better place.

South Hanover Elementary 
first-grader Phineas Howarth 
was recognized for helping 
another student who rides to 
school in the 
same van. 
Phin helps 
this boy with 
his backpack 
and gives 
him a pat on 
the back and 
a thumbs-up 
before go-
ing to their 
classrooms.

At the mid-
dle school, 
eighth-grad-
e r  E m m a 
Simpson was 
recognized 
for helping 
another stu-
dents open her locker in the 
mornings and afternoons. 
Nominating teacher Danielle 
Pfeffer said: “She does this 
without the need for recogni-
tion from anyone, simply to be 
a kind human being and help 
out a student in need.”

The students were recog-
nized with $25 gift cards, Do 
The Right Thing T-shirts and 
certificates, and pizza coupons.

High school senior Drew 
Mondi received a Do the Right 
Thing certificate for helping 
with the Study Buddy program 
on days he didn’t have practice 
during the boys soccer team’s 
run to its second state title.

The Do the Right Thing 
program is modeled after a 
national program. In its 11th 
year, the program recognizes 
students in the Lower Dauphin 
community who have distin-
guished themselves through 
their accomplishments, at-
titude or outstanding efforts. 
This program provides a way 
to recognize good deeds and 
reinforce exemplary behavior.

School staff members and po-
lice officers typically nominate 
students whose positive actions 
come to their attention, but 
any adult older than age 18 can 
nominate a child. A volunteer 
committee reviews the student 
nominations on a monthly basis 
and selects a winner for each 
month.

For more information, con-
tact Kathy Peffer at 717-433-
8110.

Howarth

Simpson

Students 
at LD 
honored for 
doing the 
right thing

Gemma's Angels, a nonprofit 
dedicated to hunger alleviation 
in the region, will hold its fourth 
annual “Spirit of  Gemma” Awards 
and Pancake Fundraiser Break-
fast at 9 p.m. Saturday, April 21.

The awards recognize those who 
contribute to or perform service 
to the community that mirrors 
Gemma’s Angel’s mission. Prior-

ity is given to those who reside or 
are located in Dauphin or Lebanon 
counties but consideration is given 
to anyone based anywhere.

The breakfast will be held at the 
Hershey-Derry Township Histori-
cal Society's Library & Museum 
at 40 Northeast Drive, Hershey. 
Visit www.gemmasangels.org for 
details.

Gemma’s Angels sets fundraiser



www.pressandjournal.com    |    info@pressandjournal.com Wednesday, April 4, 2018    THE PRESS & JOURNAL   B3

DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Pastor James Lyles, 10xBetter
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown
Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 717-215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary Church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has been 
our privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the 
good news has never changed in over 2000 years. 
We firmly hold to the Apostles Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resur-

rection for sinners we can and will be forgiven and saved from God’s 
wrath. Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. 

 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. We are located at the 
corner of  Spruce and Emmaus 
streets here in Middletown. We 
have a fellowship meal following 
the 10:15 a.m. morning service 
on the first Sunday of  every 

month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes 
for all ages at 9 a.m. and a Bible 
Study each Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
We are now studying the power 
of  prayer. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 10:45 
a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages. 

 We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are.

 Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assis-
tants are as follows: Pastor – Lee 
Ellenberger; Liturgist – Wendy 
Flick; Organist – Don Cowsert; 
Sr. Choir Director – Erich 

Schlicher; Children’s Time – Lee 
Ellenberger; Audio Visual – Steve 
Moyer, Jamal Warren and Justin 
Hahn; Head Usher – Lori Keller; 
Greeters – Kelly Martin and Joan 
Rudy; Nursery Caregivers – Glo-
ria Clouser, Vicki Hubbard and 
our Sr. Choir members.

 This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., April 4: 6 p.m., Alco-
holics Anonymous Book Study 
Group; 6:30 p.m., Sr. Choir re-
hearsal in church sanctuary.

 Thurs., April 5: 6:30 p.m., SPRC 
meeting in room #2.

 Sun., April 8: Easter Sunday; 
9 a.m., Sunday school; 10:15 a.m., 
Sunday Worship Service; 11:30 
a.m., Cookies and Fellowship.

 Tues., April 10: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Wesley; 6 p.m., Finance Com-
mittee; 7 p.m., Church Council.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion. New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. 
We are handicap accessible via 

ramp at back door. For additional 
church information call 717-
944-9595. For security purposes 
our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that 
will be the front door.

 Sundays: Youth Fellowship 
meets every Sunday evening 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-
pate in these important areas of  
our church life.

 Ushers for April: Isabelle Cain, 
Kara and Joe Connors and Chris 
Long. Greeter: Bonny Harper.

 Middletown’s Care-A-Van, 
that transports senior citizens 

to appointments and shopping, 
is in need of  drivers. If  you are 
75 years old or under and would 
like to volunteer a half  day a 
month or more call 717-743-0788 
for information.

Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
made out of  nails and is illumi-
nated at night.  From spring to 
winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” In 
addition, he posts a pod cast 
of  Bible study many days on 
Facebook via YouTube. We invite 
everyone to tune him in for inspi-
ration for their day.

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at the 
corner of  Union and Water streets in downtown 
Middletown. We are a body of  Christian people 
who reach out to others by sharing God’s Word, 
love, and fellowship. Warm greetings to one and 
all as we seek to grow closer to our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 Thurs., 
April 5: 6:30 
p.m., Bells; 

7:15 p.m., Choir.
 Sun., April 8: Communion. 

Town Hall meeting after service.
 You are invited on Sundays 

from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall for an opportunity to learn 
more about the Bible and issues 
of  concern to Christians! Please 
join us as we study the Bible and 
reflect on how the scriptures can 
inform and inspire us to “walk 
the talk” in our daily lives and to 
be responsible and faithful Chris-
tians as we confront the critical 
issues of  our time.

 Please join us on Sunday, 
April 8 at 10:30 a.m. as our Pas-
tor Bruce Humphrey leads us 
in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped 
accessible, and there are also 
hearing devices for anyone want-
ing to use one. Nursery is avail-
able during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children 
to utilize during the service. Do 
join us! 

 Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat).

Pastor Nominating Update:
 Pastor Nominating Committee 

is excited about the candidating 
weekend of  Christian Neubaum. 
Mark your calendar for April 14 
and 15. Saturday evening we will 
have a fun “meet and greet” gath-
ering with Christian and his fam-
ily. Sunday morning, April 15, 
he will preach in worship, then 
immediately following worship 
we will hold a Congregational 
meeting to ask him questions and 
then vote to call him as our next 
pastor.

 The Parish Nurse is available 
by calling the church office at 
717-944-4322. For further infor-
mation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown is a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Please join us for 
worship. Our worship times are: Sunday morn-
ing worship at 10 a.m. Sunday Church School for 
all ages begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday morning at 
10 a.m.; Saturday evening at 5 p.m. Please enter 
the church through the parking lot door. Our 
Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. on 
WMSS 91.1FM.

Church and Community 
Events:

 Sat., April 7: 5 p.m., Holy Com-
munion – Sanctuary.

 Sun., April 8: 10 a.m., Worship, 
Holy Communion – Sanctuary.

 Mon., April 9: Community 
dinner at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church. Entrée is baked chicken.

Save the Date: April 15: 4 p.m., 
Luther Hall - Eat Dessert First 
Concert – Spirit and Truth Band 
at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church. 
Enjoy dessert and sing along 
with camp songs and hymns of  
faith. All ages will enjoy this 
music. Invite a friend.

 Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 

Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals may 
also take items directly to the 
food pantry, which is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 pm. The Community Action 
Commission office is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., at the same location. Food 
Pantry Sunday is May 6 (the first 
Sunday of  each month).

 Visit our website at www.stpe-
tersmiddletown.org.

 Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

 Scripture for April 8: Acts 4:32-
35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1-2:2; John 
20:19-31.

Be A Good Neighbor. 
Give To Your Local Food Pantry. 

Call 717-944-4322

Pennsylvania residents who 
have a motorcycle learner’s 
permit or motorcycle license can 
take free safety clinics through 
the Pennsylvania Department of  
Transportation.

This year brings a new line of  
Pennsylvania Motorcycle Safety 
Program clinics focused on de-
veloping operator proficiency 
for prospective, experienced 
and new riders, according to 
PennDOT.

“It is important to practice 
and refine riding techniques 
from time to time. Riders of  all 
skill levels can benefit from the 
valuable skills and safety lessons 
learned through Pennsylvania’s 
free motorcycle safety clinics,” 
said PennDOT Secretary Leslie 
S. Richards. “The short amount 
of  time spent in training trans-
lates into many safe miles of  
riding by helping riders sharpen 
reflexes and hone the split-
second decision making required 
to safely operate a motorcycle.”

Developed by PennDOT’s 
new program coordinator, Total 
Control Training Inc., PAMSP 
will offer five revamped train-
ing syllabuses to hone rider 
knowledge and test their abil-
ity to manipulate a motorcycle 
properly, according to PennDOT. 

All training clinics are con-
ducted under the supervision 
of  certified instructors at one 
of  the riding ranges in the state. 
Three of  the clinics — the Be-
ginning Rider Clinic (BRC), the 
Intermediate Riding Clinic (IRC) 
and the 3-Wheel Riding Clinic 
(3WRC) — offer a path to earning 
a motorcycle license. 

The 17-hour BRC, consisting of  
seven hours of  in-class instruc-
tion and 10 hours of  practical 
riding, provides valuable train-
ing for new riders and gives ex-
perienced riders the opportunity 
to polish their skills and correct 
any unsafe riding habits they 
may have developed. Basic riding 
skills, shifting, stopping, swerv-
ing, turning and mental skills 
for hazard avoidance highlight 
the training. Students taking 
the BRC are provided with a 
motorcycle and helmet; however, 
students are responsible for 
providing all other protective 
gear. Act 84 of  2012 put into place 
the requirement that all permit 
holders younger than age 18 suc-
cessfully complete the BRC to 
receive their motorcycle license.

The eight-hour IRC allows 
skilled riders to refresh their 
safety knowledge and hone their 
on-road skills. The IRC is based 
on motorcycle crash research 
and focuses on cornering, brak-
ing and swerving skills. Students 
taking this clinic must provide 
their own motorcycle and pro-
tective gear and provide proof  
of  insurance, current registra-

tion and inspection for their 
motorcycle.

During the 3WRC, riders learn 
skills and safety strategies like 
those taught in BRC, except on 
a 3-wheeled motorcycle. As with 
the IRC, students must provide 
their own motorcycle and protec-
tive gear and provide proof  of  
insurance, current registration 
and inspection for their motor-
cycle. The clinic is comprised of  
four hours of  classroom instruc-
tion and eight hours of  riding.

Motorcycle learner’s permit 
holders who successfully com-
plete the BRC, IRC or the 3WRC 
will be issued a motorcycle 
license. Those who successfully 
pass their skills test on a three-
wheeled motorcycle will be is-
sued a motorcycle license with 
a “9” restriction, meaning they 
are prohibited from operating a 
two-wheeled motorcycle.

For those would-be riders who 
are still not sure if  they want 
to ride, PAMSP offers the new, 
four-hour Introduction to Riding 
Clinic. This non-licensing clinic 
teaches fundamental skills for 
operating a two-or-three wheeled 
motorcycle and progresses from 
classroom to street skills and 
strategies. Students are provided 
with a motorcycle and helmet.

Rounding out the PAMSP of-
ferings is the Advanced Rider 
Clinic, a one-day clinic for 
experienced riders who want 
to enhance their safety skills 
through attitude and awareness. 
The clinic is designed to enhance 
a rider’s ability to avoid a crash 
through honing their decision-
making abilities, riding strate-
gies, risk management and rider 
behavior and choices, according 
to PennDOT.

In addition to the benefit of  im-
proving riding skills, according 
to the Pennsylvania Insurance 
Department, many insurers of-
fer discounts for motorcyclists 
who have completed safety 
courses, have memberships in 
certain associations, or have a 
safe driving record. Anti-lock 
braking systems help maintain 
control during sudden stops, and 
some insurers offer discounts 
for motorcycles with factory 
installed anti-lock braking sys-
tems. Individuals should check 
with their insurance company 
for any applicable discounts.

For more information or to 
enroll in a clinic, visit www.
pamsp.com or call 800-845-9533. 
Potential riders who want a 
convenient way to study for their 
knowledge test can download 
the PA Motorcycle Practice Test 
app by visiting www.pa.gov and 
searching the mobile apps for 
the Pennsylvania Motorcycle 
License Practice Test by clicking 
on the Apps link at the bottom 
of  the page.

Motorcycle 
safety courses 
offered for free

Frey Village is accepting dona-
tions for its annual Strawberry 
Festival, to be held from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. June 2.

“The village will accept dona-
tions of  new and gently used 
books, puzzles, jewelry and 
silent-auction items,” said Tracy 
Klein of  the village staff. Items 

may be dropped off at the vil-
lage’s front desk between 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. from April 17 through 
May 15.

The event, held at the village, 
1020 N. Union St., benefits pro-
gramming for residents.

For more information, contact 
the village at 717-930-1228. 

Frey seeks festival donations
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Time capsule discovered 
in 100-year-old 
cornerstone of former 
Steel-High school 

Quandel Construction workers 
pulled the lead box from the Felton 
Lofts apartment building on Tues-
day, March 20, and handed it to Joe 
Zimmerman, Steelton-Highspire 
School District’s building and 
grounds director.

What’s inside the time capsule, 
sealed into what was then the 
Steelton-Highspire Elementary 
School 113 years ago? Don’t know 
yet.

“We will be talking to the High-
spire Historical Society and hope-
fully a professor from Penn State 
Harrisburg, so they can advise the 
district of  how to open it,” Zimmer-
man said. “Who knows what could 
be inside here besides paper, but 
anything solid in there, you never 
know, maybe coins, maybe steel.” 
The district plans to put the box on 
display once it is opened. 

School Board Member Barry 
Baumgardner has been wanting 
the cornerstone to be opened for 
some time.

“Barry was very adamant about 
checking to see if  there was some-
thing in there, we wanted to try 
to preserve it,” Zimmerman said.

During a walk-through of  the 
building in 2010, Zimmerman 
and other school district officials 

started questioning if  there was 
anything in the cornerstones of  
the historic building. 

Gary Snyder, Quandel Con-
struction project superintendent, 
suggested that the box be carefully 
transported. 

“The key would be not to shake 
it, or hold it sideways, or upside-
down,” he said.

If  it is opened carefully, the 
district may be able to salvage 
whatever is inside, Snyder said. 

Superintendent Audrey Utley 
thanked Baumgardner for push-
ing for a search for the box. 

“Thanks to Mr. Baumgardner, 
for really being the driving force 
behind making sure the contrac-
tors at the old elementary school 

continued to search for a time 
capsule until it was uncovered,” 
she said. 

The district is consulting with 
historians to determine proper 
procedures for opening the box, 
Utley said. 

The board and administration 
plan to set a date next month for 
the opening of  the box.

Other headlines
• Grove steps down as borough finance director
• Herneisey selected for state chorus
• Off and running: Raider softball wins opening game for sec-

ond year in a row

News from the Wednesday, April 4, 2012 edition of  the Press & Journal

Hot buys
• Easter basket with fresh spring flowers, $22.50 and up. Tulips, 

hyacinths or daffodils, starting at $3.50. Michele Hughes Lutz, 131 
Dock St., Royalton.

• Chicken BBQ, Saturday, April 7. Benefits the LD Care Club, 
Class of  2012. Half-chicken, potato, applesauce and roll, $8. Hum-
melstown Fire Hall.

Baseball: Mistakes costly for Blue Raiders in 2 losses
“The way I see it, my main 

concern is errors,” Middletown 
baseball Coach Mike Carnes la-
mented last week.

He was citing the mistakes his 
team’s defense has made in its win-
less start to the 2012 varsity season. 

Those fielding errors led to a pair 
of  losses to Bishop McDevitt and 
Hershey in the first two games. 

Although the squad showed 
much improvement on Friday, a 
loss to Susquehanna Township 
closed out the first week of  the 

schedule. Hershey topped the 
Blue Raiders 12-2 Wednesday and 
Susquehanna came out on top of  a 
6-2 decision at the end of  the week. 
Both were home games.  

Some of  the mistakes can be 
attributed to the youth and inex-

perience of  the underclassmen on 
the squad, but not all. 

“Some of  our veterans are mak-
ing errors, too,” Carnes noted. 

The Raiders have struggled on 
offense as well and have scored just 
7 runs in their first three games.

ARIES March 21-April 20
Things may seem to be going 
smoothly when something 
unexpected pops up out of 
the blue. Thinking quickly will 
ensure you do not miss a step.

TAURUS April 21-May 21
Taurus, you may want to help 
solve a problem at work, but in 
this case, it might be best to let 
others draw their own conclu-
sions. Take a step back.

GEMINI May 22-June 21
Teamwork is the name of the 
game in the days ahead. If 
you learn to work with oth-
ers, seemingly unsolvable 
problems can be solved rather 
easily.

CANCER June 22-July 22
Your performance at work is 
a topic of discussion. Oth-
ers’ recognition of your hard 
work will provide a confidence 
boost. 

LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Communication between you 
and close friends is a breeze. 
You are able to tackle quite a 
number of subjects and may 
even plan a brief getaway trip.

VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
Your week starts out on solid 
footing. All you need to do is 
maintain the status quo for the 
next few days and things will 
progress in the way that you 
expect.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Be proud of the way you are 
able to remain neutral in 
complex situations. This is why 
others will come to you when 
they need advice in the days 
ahead. 
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Others may misinterpret your 
willingness to offer an opinion 
as intrusive. Reassure them 
that you are just offering help, 
not trying to pry. 
SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 23-Dec. 21
You are tempted to color 
outside the lines and break 
all sorts of boundaries. But at 
this juncture in time, it may be 
better to play things a bit more 

moderately.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
If you are serious about your 
goals, you have to hunker 
down and draw out a plan. 
Seeing things in black and 
white will help set a course.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Although it may seem foolish 
to scale back on your work-
load, doing so will enable you 
to focus more intently on spe-
cific details and do your best.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
Pisces, don’t be afraid to go 
off on your own this week. 
Sometimes you need some 
time to think for yourself to get 
into a zone.

ACROSS
 1. “Be back later”
 4. Hoover’s office
 7. Brew
 8. Philo and Reglis 

are two (“Star 
Wars”)

10. Actress Remini
12. Moghul emperor
13. Alaskan glacier
14. Constrictor
16. Prohibit
17. Ancient Brittonic 

tribe
19. Chinese pastry
20. Razorbill is of this 

genus
21. Beloved holiday 

decoration
25. Dutch football 

club
26. Aggressive dog
27. Small piece of 

glass
29. “South Park” 

creator __ Parker

30. Leisure activity
31. Someone’s story
32. Record-setting 

swimmer
39. Hillside
41. Unit of measure-

ment
42. Famous for its 

potatoes
43. Insect secretion
44. Gate in Mar-

rakesh
45. Cain and __
46. A set of moral 

principles
48. Repair
49. Two-terminal 

semicondcutor 
device

50. Strongly alkaline 
solution

51. Former CIA
52. Satellite laser 

ranging

DOWN
 1. Sea
 2. Cleans things
 3. More skinny
 4. Supervises flying
 5. Talk rapidly and 

excitedly
 6. Intestinal
 8. Don’t know when 

yet
 9. Soluble ribonucle-

ic acid
11. Chinese and 

Vietnamese ethnic 
group

14. Wild cattle genus
15. Rock formation
18. Makes up
19. Resembles a 

pouch
20. Having an aerial 

quality
22. Windpipe
23. Million barrels per 

day (abbr.)
24. Bitterly regret

27. Soft creamy white 
cheese

28. Renamed when 
EU was incorpo-
rated

29. ‘__ death do us 
part

31. Sound unit
32. Men proud of 

their masculinity
33. Clergy member’s 

vestment
34. Hello
35. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in 
balls

36. Marks
37. Derived from 

benzene
38. Low-melting alloy
39. Lost blood
40. Quantitative rela-

tion
44. Academic degree
47. Many subcon-

sciousnesses

WORD SEARCH  |  ANSWERS ON B2 CROSSWORD  |  ANSWERS ON B2
Musical 
melody word 
search

Adagio
Allegro
Alto
Bass
Beat
Cadence

Canon
Chord
Chorus
Clef
Contralto
Duet
Encore
Ensemble
Falsetto
Harmony

Key
Major
Minor
Modulation
Music
Octave
Pitch
Reprise
Rhythm
Scale

Singing
Solo
Speed
Staff
Symbols
Tempo
Tenor
Tuning
Vibrato
Vocals
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Eddie Murphy

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am a comic actor born in New York on April 3, 1961. 
By age 15, I started performing and creating my own 
standup routines. I made a name for myself in the 
early 1980s on “Saturday Night Live,” which I parlayed
into a successful movie career.

Gary Snyder, construction supervisor for the Felton Lofts project, hands the time capsule to Joe Zimmerman, 
Steelton-Highspire School District’s building and grounds director. The box was removed from the cornerstone of 
the 100-year-old former Steelton Elementary School.

History gingerly retrieved in Steelton
Middletown cannot take a slice 

of  Dauphin County’s library tax 
proceeds for the borough-owned 
library until the county imposes 
the tax on borough property 
owners – and that can’t happen 
unless you, the voters, approve 
it on a ballot referendum.

What are the chances that 
Middletown voters would ap-
prove the 0.35-mill tax in these 
tough economic times? 

“Not very likely,’’ predicted 
Rich Bowra, director of  the Dau-
phin County Library System, 
which receives tax proceeds to 
operate libraries in the county.

Middletown officials recently 
contacted Bowra about the pos-
sibility of  the Library System 
taking over the borough library. 
Borough Council is investigat-
ing alternative ways to fund the 
library, which costs the borough 
about $240,000 a year.

But Middletown’s library can-
not benefit from the library tax 
unless borough voters agree to 
pay the tax, said Bowra.

Middletown could ask county 
officials for money from another 
source, said Bowra. County 
Commissioner Mike Pries, the 

county’s liaison to the Library 
System, also was contacted by 
Middletown officials, but “with 
the library tax not being levied in 
Middletown, I don’t know where 
the commissioners will stand” 
on providing funds, said Bowra.

Council appointed three of  
its members as a committee to 
investigate alternative ways to 
fund the library, a borough fix-
ture since 1926. The committee 
also will “streamline” conflicting 
borough ordinances that give 
either council or the library’s 
seven-member board of  direc-
tors the power to operate the 
facility, said council President 
Christopher McNamara.

Other possible sources include 
$375,000 in endowments held 
by the library. The library uses 
interest from the endowments 
— money from the sale of  used 
books and the wills of  patrons – to 
buy new books and computers, 
among other things.

Who knows what the commit-
tee may recommend, said Chris 
Courogen, borough secretary 
and director of  communications.

“Everything is on the table,’’ 
he said. 

County funding 
for library unlikely
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Lou Carotenuto is the foreman 
for a Pennsylvania Department of  
Transportation paving crew in Lan-
caster County. 

Last year, according to the 
PennDOT website, he and his crew 
were finishing a patching opera-
tion. He was just about five minutes 
away from finishing the day’s work 
and heading home for the weekend, 
and was standing on the closed lane 
of  the road where the patching had 
been done.

As he was working near the 
center of  the road, raking the loose 
asphalt from the patch, the other 
side of  the road was open to traffic, 
allowing motorists to get by the op-
eration, the website says. A flagger 
permitted a pickup truck hauling 
a horse trailer to drive through the 
work zone.

“I was close to the middle of  the 
road when I heard one of  my crew 
members yell, ‘You’re going to get 
hit!’ That’s when it happened. I saw 
the pickup truck with wide mirrors 
and just missed it, but the trailer 
it was hauling was wider than the 
pickup. The wheel of  the trailer 
grabbed my knee and pulled it 
down. The next thing I knew there 
was a wheel track over my pant leg 
and knee. The driver kept going,” 

according to the PennDOT website.
Carotenuto’s crew members 

yelled and the driver then stopped, 
looked back, called out that he had 
to deliver the horses, and drove on. 
He returned about 15 to 20 minutes 
later, after delivering the horses.

Carotenuto stood up and tried to 
regain his composure, but collapsed 
to the ground. When the driver 
with the horse trailer returned to 
the scene and asked Carotenuto if  
he was OK, Lou made sure that he 
communicated to the fellow that he 
was not.

The driver said, “I knew I was too 
wide to get through.” Carotenuto 
asked, “So why did you?” The driver 
was silent.

Carotenuto was taken to the 
hospital emergency room. He had a 
partial tear in his medial collateral 
ligament and a depressed fibula. 
The tear healed over time, accord-
ing to PennDOT. However, addition-
al damage to his knee that didn’t 
clear up required surgery months 
later, and at the end  of  that, physi-
cal therapy.

The story above was summarized 
from a PennDOT webpage dedicat-
ed to close calls in work zones. The 
stories are downright scary. 

A motorist in Bucks County 

decided that he no longer wanted to 
wait for the instructions of  a flagger 
and sped around two cars in front 
of  him and the flagger and into an 
active work zone, then ran into the 
crew foreman who had gone into 
the road waving his arms and yell-
ing for the motorist to stop. Fortu-
nately, the foreman had only bumps 
and bruises.

An equipment operator in Venan-
go County working on a guiderail 
had to jump over it out of  harm’s 
way when a car didn’t look like it 
was going to stop.

A transportation construction in-
spector in Clearfield County was hit 
in 2013 when a vehicle struck him 
from behind, pushing his vehicle 
off the road and over an embank-
ment. He was inspecting a sec-
tion of  posted highway to identify 
damage. He was very shaken and 
received minor injuries.

You get the picture.
The common thread is inatten-

tive or irate drivers. 
Don’t be one of  them.
As the weather warms, and it 

eventually will, you will see more 
and more projects.

Have you driven on Route 283 
lately in Lower Swatara and Lon-
donderry townships? It’s not easy — 

narrow lanes, new traffic patterns, 
uneven pavement.

The reconstruction project cov-
ers six miles of  Route 283 between 
the Toll House Road interchange 
and the interchange with the Penn-
sylvania Turnpike and Interstate 
283. This is a major project for an 
important highway connection 
between Harrisburg and Lancaster 
that carries nearly 56,000 vehicles a 
day, according to the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Transportation.  

In other words, it’s important 
work that needs to be done.

PennDOT crews and other road 
workers are not out there to incon-
venience you. They are there to do 
a job, and to try to avoid the very 
situations outlined above and on the 
PennDOT website.

It’s not an easy — or safe — task.
Drivers want it both ways. We 

want perfect roads, but we hate con-
struction projects. Those two things 
don’t go together. To have roads free 
of  potholes, or better traffic flow, 
they have to be closed or adjusted. 
Otherwise, how would the work get 
done?

As for 283, the work will continue 
for quite awhile. 

This work is part of  an $89.4 mil-
lion project that began last spring 

in 2017 to rebuild six miles of  Route 
283 as well as the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike, Union Street, and Vine 
Street interchanges. Westbound 
Route 283 will be rebuilt this year; 
eastbound Route 283 will be recon-
structed next year. 

The structure work on the proj-
ect includes the superstructure 
replacement of  three mainline 
bridges, deck replacements of  five 
mainline bridges, bridge preser-
vation work on three overhead 
bridges, and one new prefabricated 
retaining wall. Rehabilitation work 
on three bridges over Route 283 
were completed last year — the 
Newberry Road, Union Street and 
Vine Street bridges. The project 
also includes updated drainage and 
guiderail, signing and pavement 
markings, new highway lighting, 
and 12 new rain gardens to manage 
storm water. 

The overall project is scheduled 
for completion in 2020.

All of  this is important work that 
needs to be done.

Don’t be part of  the PennDOT 
horror stories. Be patient. Leave 
yourself  time to travel. Obey flag-
gers and signs. Drive carefully.

Don’t make a mistake that could 
take a life.

The Pennsylvania State Cor-
rections Officers Association 
has always made the safety and 
security of  corrections officers 
our top priority. 

That’s why it was so heart-
wrenching to lose one of  our 
own when a hero, Sgt. Mark 
Baserman, was murdered 
Feb. 15 at SCI-Somerset by an 
inmate with a history of  vio-
lence inside and outside of  the 
institution.

The killing of  a hero made 
local, state and national head-
lines. It was a dark day. The 
pain and anger felt by so many 
of  Baserman’s brothers and 
sisters at SCI-Somerset is still 
very raw.

But the violence didn’t end 
there, unfortunately. Most 
didn’t notice because it just 

didn’t make national headlines. 
Only a few days later, two more 
of  our corrections officers 
were injured in an attack by an 
inmate at SCI-Coal Township, 
who had a history of  violence 
in multiple state facilities.

To be clear, when corrections 
officers sign up for this job, we 
certainly know it comes with 
serious risks. 

The potential for violence is 
always a second away, and the 
methods for executing that vio-
lence are brutal. As we always 
say, we patrol the toughest jobs 
in the state.

But that doesn’t mean we 
can’t take steps right now to 
make state prisons more safe 
for the thousands of  men and 
women who work there every-
day. That will require multiple 
stakeholders to work together. 
Fortunately, that track record 
already exists in our common-
wealth.

Two years ago, working 
together with the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly, state Rep. 

Pam Snyder, D-Greene, and 
the Wolf  administration, the 
PSCOA advocated for, and re-
ceived the approval of, the abil-
ity of  all corrections officers to 
carry pepper spray.

Snyder’s legislation was 
modeled after a federal law 
in response to the death of  a 
corrections officer at United 
States Penitentiary-Canaan in 
northeastern Pennsylvania. 
The officer was working alone, 
armed only with a flashlight, 
handcuffs and a radio. He was 
stabbed 130 times.

Given the violent record of  
so many inmates, this safety 
improvement cannot be over-
stated and is a testament to 
people working together for the 
common good.

So, where do we go from 
here?

The PSCOA believes a task 
force should be formed to iden-
tify and pursue new methods 
to improve prison safety for all 
employees. It would include 
members of  the Department of  

Corrections, General Assem-
bly, law enforcement and the 
PSCOA.

Here are four ideas we would 
immediately bring to the table 
for consideration:

1. Re-evaluate all staffing and 
safety standards: We must take 
a fresh look at how these staff-
ing and standards are applied. 
Improvements can always 
be made — and the PSCOA 
should be at the table since our 
members are on the front lines 
every day.

2. Standardization of  the 
restricted housing unit sys-
tem: Current regulations leave 
too much to interpretation. 
That can lead to mistakes that 
release violent inmates back 
into the general population too 
soon. We must have a rigid sys-
tem that makes officer safety 
the top priority — not inmates.

3. Prosecution of  all inmates 
who assault corrections of-
ficers: Right now, this policy is 
set by 67 different district attor-
neys. While many do prosecute 

violent inmates, some do not. 
That sends a clear, horrible 
message to inmates that they 
can do anything they want 
without fear of  punishment. 
That is inexcusable and must 
end.

4. Confiscate dangerous 
items that are being provided 
to inmates: Metal locks, 14-inch 
knitting needles and other 
items must be removed from 
prison commissaries and 
inmate cells. It makes no sense 
for inmates to have locks in 
their cells. Not only can they 
hide items — but those locks 
can also be used as weapons. 
Knitting needles can obvi-
ously be used as weapons. The 
commissary list requires a full 
re-evaluation.

We think these ideas are 
common sense approaches that 
will make our state prisons 
safer for the people who work 
there.

Jason Bloom is president of  the 
PSCOA.

Work together to make state prisons safer for employees

EDITORIALVIEW

Roadwork time: Don’t make a deadly mistake

Here in the Southern Hemisphere, we 
have entered autumn.

In Cuenca, January to June is consid-
ered the “rainy” season. It doesn’t rain 
non-stop as the name might imply, but 
it rains more than in the “dry” season.

Lately we have been experiencing 
precipitation in the mid- to late after-
noons that can last a few hours. We see 
clouds roll in from the east, from the 
Amazon. They can produce significant 
showers and sometimes storms, but 
with the low humidity level it dries 
relatively quickly. So we do errands 
earlier in the day as to avoid the liquid 
sunshine. During the rain it is difficult 
to flag down a taxi.

This past week we went on a day trip 
to the small town of  Nabon, about 90 
minutes from Cuenca. We go on vari-
ous day trips, and many times there 
are quite a few trippers. But on this 
junket, there were only about 20 North 
Americans (gringos). It could be that 
the ad for the tour stated that a good bit 
of  walking would be required. Hiking 
for Americans usually means stroll-
ing from the house to the car and from 
the car to the restaurant. Malls in the 
United States probably would not be 

closing if  cars could be driven inside 
the malls.

The lady who arranges many of  the 
outings is an Ecuadorean married to an 
Englishman. They have a restaurant/
gift shop that is reminiscent of  a Crack-
er Barrel Old Country Store. We were 
transported by bus to their restaurant, 
La Yunta, where we had a huge break-
fast. Then it was off to Nabon, where 
we first visited an orchid farm located 
halfway up a very steep hill.

We then walked the remaining steps 
to the cross at the very top of  the hill, 
where we enjoyed a 360-degree view of  
the town and valley below. While climb-
ing the steps to the summit, we found 
ourselves breathing rather heavily. No 
wonder — we later discovered that the 
altitude was more than 9,000 feet.

After the orchid farm we walked 
down the mountain, into Nabon and 
from there we were to hike about 3 
miles down the original dirt road from 
the town, cross a covered bridge and 
walk another mile to a home where 
lunch would be waiting. This road was 
built by hand in 1944. No machinery of  
any kind was used.

An hour later we found the covered 
bridge, but unbeknownst to our guide, 
there had been a landslide blocking the 
road and we could not continue our 
trek. So … we turned around and hiked 
back to the town, took the bus and 
proceeded to the other end of  the road 
on the opposite side of  the mountain. 

From there we had to walk a little more 
than a mile. It started to rain.

The dirt road was slowly getting 
muddy. We finally reached our destina-
tion, a beautiful hacienda that had been 
bought by a Canadian lady and remod-
eled. We crossed another covered bridge 
onto her property and after a wonderful 
lunch started back in the rain to board 
the bus. The river was swollen from the 
rain and the water looked exactly like 
chocolate milk. Needless to say, the dirt 
road was now much muddier.

Halfway back we encountered a 
newly created, fast-moving stream that 
flowed down from the surrounding 
hills dissecting the road. There were 
two ways to get across — jump at the 
narrowest point where the water was 
the swiftest leading to the river or wade 
through at the widest spot. I chose the 
former and Olga the latter. We both 
made it albeit poor Olga was soaked 
from above the ankles and had to pour 
the water from her shoes.

Back on the bus … an hour later 
we stopped at the restaurant and the 
waiter brought needed hot toddies to 
the bus for us. 

By the time we returned home we 
were both drenched, chilly and enjoyed 
a nice hot shower. Another day — an-
other adventure.

A moving story
When we moved to our new apart-

ment we had our furniture, appliances 

and 20 boxes. We have artist friends in 
Cuenca who moved to the Ecuadorean 
capital city of  Quito last month. We 
helped them pack, which took weeks. 
On moving day, we assisted loading the 
trucks. They had more than 900 boxes! 
It took 10 of  us all day to load the two 
trucks.

Remembering Cactus Jack
I received a call from my best friend, 

Jake, in Middletown informing me 
that friend and former fast pitch soft-
ball teammate/coach, “Cactus” Jack 
Emrich, had died. I was saddened to 
receive this news. Jack was a wonder-
ful Middletonian and one of  the most 
humorous people I have ever met. He 
could have been a stand-up comic. I 
could tell you some great stories! I will 
hopefully see you again, Jack. Keep the 
leadoff spot open for me.

Part-time living
Since Olga is from Moldova, we are 

kicking around the idea of  possibly liv-
ing part time in Eastern Europe (Mol-
dova, Romania, Republic of  Georgia, 
et al.), and part-time here. The cost of  
living in Eastern Europe is even lower 
than in Cuenca. Hence, we could experi-
ence life there and do some touring/
traveling in Europe. Time will tell.

Student indoctrination and libtards
I see the libtards are now getting 

students as young as 5 years old from 

the GICs (Government Indoctrination 
Centers, formerly schools) to “march.” 
Well, not exactly march. Marching is 
what the military does and it requires 
discipline. 

Witless meandering like lost sheep 
would be a more apt description. The 
left will employ any tactic, even exploit 
children in an attempt to take away 
your freedoms. If  guns were “gay” 
would they want to ban them?

Because vehicles kill in excess of  
40,000 people yearly, I am waiting for 
the looney, libtard “Anti-Car March.” 
Ban vehicles that hold more than two 
persons. Buses can kill up to 40 people 
at a time. Vans and SUVs can kill up to 
nine. No operating vehicles or owner-
ship until age 21. No driving cars or 
ownership for those who are mentally 
unstable or have ever taken drugs for 
mental problems — Ritalin, Adderall, 
etc. No assault-type vehicles. Let me 
know when that protest “march” is 
scheduled. In the meantime, I am re-
joining the NRA. 

I’ll close with the words of  the late 
“Cactus” Jack Emrich: “Anyone who 
thinks all men are created equal, never 
spent any time in a locker room.”

Your expat buddy from Cuenca, Ecua-
dor … Eddy O

Ed O’Connor, a former resident of  
Middletown and Lower Swatara Town-
ship, is an expatriate living in Cuenca, 
Ecuador.

Rainy Ecuador, recalling Cactus Jack, and pesky libtards ...
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Electric vehicles make up only 
about 0.3 percent of  all registered 
vehicles in Pennsylvania, accord-
ing to the Department of  Trans-
portation. 

But analysts expect that number 
to grow.

On Monday, March 26, a coali-
tion of  about 100 people from state 
government, the electric vehicle 
industry including automakers 
and makers of  charging stations, 
electric utilities and environmen-
tal groups met at Pennsylvania 
Turnpike Commission headquar-
ters in Lower Swatara Township 
to plan how best to capitalize on 
the economic and environmental 
benefits expected to come from 
more electric vehicles being on 
the road.

Coalition members presented 
and discussed a range of  strate-
gies, from a conservative approach 
involving little policy support 
from state government, to a more 
aggressive public policy scenario 
that encourages the adoption of  
electric vehicles.

The goal is for a final plan to be 
made public in June. The coalition 
will then determine potential steps 
for carrying it out.

The expected growth is driven in 
part by technology that is improv-

ing batteries 
that power 
electric vehi-
cles. Instead 
of  getting just 
100 miles from 
one charge, 
these batter-
ies can go 200 
and 300 miles 

on one charge, said David Althoff 
Jr., a manager at the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection 
Office of  Pollution Prevention and 

Energy Assistance. DEP helped 
put the coalition together and 
hired a consultant to help write 
an electric vehicle implementa-
tion plan.

Charging stations are becoming 
a more common sight to more 
Pennsylvanians.

“I go to the grocery store and 
there’s an electric vehicle charger. 
I can charge my vehicle while I am 
at the grocery store. To some de-
gree, we are getting over that idea 
that I’m going to buy an electric ve-

hicle, drive it around somewhere 
and not have anywhere to charge 
it,” Althoff said.

Electrify America has unveiled 
plans to invest $2 billion in electric 
vehicle infrastructure and educa-
tion programs throughout the 
United States by 2027.

More than 650 electric vehicle 
charging stations are to be located 
at workplaces, shopping centers, 
restaurants and the like, with 
another 300 charging stations to 
be sited on highways.

Philadelphia is one of  17 met-
ropolitan areas selected for the 
nationwide rollout, according to 
the Electrify America website.

The $2 billion comes from pro-
ceeds of  the nearly $15 billion 
settlement reached in October 
2016 between the U.S. government 
and Volkswagen over Volkswagen 
rigging software in its vehicles to 
dodge emission standards.

“We see this coming. A part of  
this is we need to plan for what 
does it look like when there are 
more electric vehicles on the 
road,” Althoff said. “How do cit-
ies and localities plan for electric 
vehicles” when it comes to park-
ing spaces, parking garages, and 
charging stations in the workplace 
and elsewhere throughout com-
munities.

DEP since 1992 has supported 
the spread of  vehicles powered by 

alternative fuels including electric 
vehicles, natural gas, propane 
and biodiesel, Althoff said. Since 
2011 the state has been offering 
a residential rebate to buyers of  
electric vehicles, including plug-
in hybrids.

He doesn’t see this latest venture 
as subsidizing the electric vehicle 
industry, but as DEP and state 
government working as partners 
with others in the coalition to ad-
dress and overcome impediments 
in the marketplace.

For example, electric vehicle 
manufacturers will be most drawn 
to those states with a plan in 
place to support a vehicle charg-

ing network large enough for the 
car-buying public to have “con-
fidence” they won’t get stranded 
somewhere for lack of  a station, 
he added.

That being said, 80 percent 
of  charging of  electric vehicles 
happens at home. For electric dis-
tribution companies and electric 
generators, that’s an opportunity 
and a challenge at the same time.

“When you look down the road, 
we go from having 5,000 electric 
vehicles to maybe 500,000 electric 
vehicles in Pennsylvania — that’s 
a demand on the grid. Instead 
of  those vehicles going to the 
gas station, they are going to be 
plugging in at home or at work,” 
Althoff said.

That could create problems if  
everyone is charging at the same 
time, like everyone cranking up 
their air conditioning on a hot 
summer day.

But large batteries in electric 
vehicles can store a lot of  energy. 
Technology exists to allow these 
batteries to put energy back into 
the electric grid, so the grid has 
power when it needs it.

“It is not ready yet, but that is a 
down-the-road potential,” Althoff 
said. Price incentives could be 
used to get people to charge their 
electric vehicles at certain off-peak 
times, while putting power back 
into the grid at certain other times.

State continues to push, look at long-term effects of electric vehicles

STAFF PHOTOS BY DAN MILLER

David Althoff of the Department of Transportation stands next to a state 
plug-in hybrid that the agency uses to promote electric vehicles March 26. 
The hybrid runs off an electric battery for the first 20 miles, then the car's 
internal combustion engine takes over.

This charging station is at 
Harrisburg International Airport.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Thursday morning, March 29, 
a group of  seniors at Middletown 
Area High School gathered in the 
wrestling room.

Bruno Mars’ hit “Uptown Funk” 
blared over the speakers as the 11 
senior boys lined up to learn cho-
reography for the 
Mr. Middletown 
group dance.

“I know I’m go-
ing to forget parts 
of the main dance, 
but if  I move my 
feet quick, I know 
I’ll be fine,” com-
petitor Tre’ Leach 
said. “I’m not go-
ing to be nervous 
because I’m just 
going to have fun. 
It’s a really spe-
cial night to put laughs on for 
people. I’m just going to have fun 
so there’s nothing to be nervous 
about.”

Mr. Middletown — the annual 
male beauty pageant to raise mon-
ey for childhood cancer research 
— has been going on for five years. 
The competition raises money 
for MAHS’ Mini-THON, which 
then donates the money to Four 
Diamonds, an organization that 
battles childhood cancer.

This year, Mr. Middletown will 
take place at 6:30 p.m. April 13. The 

entrance fee is $5, although guests 
are encouraged to bring extra 
money to sponsor the candidates. 
The person who raises the most 
money wins the title.

This year, the competitors 
are Leach, David Alcock, Bren-
dan Douglass, Tom Einolf, Matt 
Frehse, Ryan Hughes, Jared 
Knaub, Tariq Potter, Jacob Spear, 

Amir Simmons, 
Matt Schopf, Jus-
tin Shaffer, Zach 
Souders and Kyle 
Truesdale.

Mini-THON co-
adviser Cheryl 
Friedman said 
the boys aren’t 
selected to par-
ticipate in the 
pageant — they 
volunteer.

Mr.  Middle-
town, Knaub said, 

has become a tradition in Middle-
town.

“Personally, I wanted to partici-
pate in Mr. Middletown because 
as a young adult, I feel like I can 
actually contribute something. 
There’s no better feeling than at 
the very end when we put up those 
numbers, and we see what our 
student body can raise towards a 
good cause,” Spear said.

Cancer affects so many people, 
Spear said. Knaub said there were 
two Four Diamonds families in this 
year’s graduating class.

“All of  us take for granted the 
lives we’ve had — how we’ve 
grown up playing sports and being 
healthy and having families that 
support us,” Knaub said. “A lot 
of  these kids aren’t going to have 
a regular childhood.”

Last year, Mr. Middletown 
raised $10,020. Jacob Barrett won 
last year by raising more than 
$2,000.

“They killed it last year,” Fried-
man said.

She said they hoped to raise even 
more money this year toward the 
school’s overall Mini-THON goal 

of  $35,000.
How does Mr. Middletown work? 

The competition has three parts. 
Friedman said the competitors 
walk out in formal wear to a song 
of  their choice and are asked 
questions. They also compete in a 
swimsuit and talent competition. 
Mr. Middletown ends with a group 
performance.

The competitors were hard at 
work perfecting their acts for 
the talent competition. During 
rehearsal, Spear and fellow com-
petitor Douglas nailed the iconic 
lift in a “Dirty Dancing”-inspired 
dance to Bill Medley and Jennifer 
Warnes’ song “(I’ve Had) The Time 
of  My Life.”

“In the end, I’ll still be dressed up 
in a dress. I assume a lot of  people 
will find it funny,” Spear said.

Leach is also planning a dance 
with his fellow competitors Schopf, 
Truesdale and Einolf. He said they 
were all initially planning on per-
forming solo acts. However, they 
later decided to perform the movie 
Mean Girls’ version of  “Jingle Bell 
Rock” after seeing the routine on 
YouTube.

“We said, ‘We can make a fool 
out of  ourselves by doing this’ 
because it made people laugh and 
get people to donate more money,” 
Leach said. “We had a lot of  fun 
with it, and it’s easy to remember.”

Spear said while he knows 
there’s nothing to be nervous 
about, he knows he will be nervous 
once the competition starts.

“In the end, when we raise that 
total [of  money raised], that’s all 
that matters,” Spear said.

Who will be 
the next Mr. 
Middletown?
Annual fundraiser to fight 
cancer will be held April 13

Find charging 
station
Go to www.afdc.
energy.gov/
fuels/electricity_
locations.html#/
analyze?fuel=ELEC
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The Mr. Middletown competitors take a break during rehearsal March 29. Front from left are Justin Shaffer, Jacob Spear, Brendan Douglass, Amir Simmons 
and Mr. Middletown emcee Gabe Wisniewski. Back from left are David Alcock, Kyle Truesdale, Ryan Hughes, Tariq Potter, Matt Schopf and Jared Knaub. Tre’ 
Leach sits on Schopf's shoulders. Not pictured are Tom Einolf, Matt Frehse and Zach Souders. 

Brendan Douglass lifts Jacob Spear in the air while they practice their “Dirty Dancing”-inspired dance. 

Mr. Middletown candidates David Alcock, Matt Schopf and Jared Knaub 
practice the group dance.

Tre Leach teaches Tariq Potter and Jacob Spear the dance routine. 

“All of us take for 
granted the lives we’ve 
had — how we’ve grown 
up playing sports and 
being healthy and 
having families that 
support us.”

Jared Knaub
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