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Community 
pool, swim club 
seek members  B1

‘Honest man’ 
returns money B4

MEMORIAL DAY A5-A6

Public notices in this 
week’s Press & Journal
• LOWER SWATARA TWP: Estate of  
Lavina Atkins. A4
• LOWER PAXTON TWP: Estate of  
Ahmed Ziadeh. A4
• ELIZABETHTOWN: Notice of  Zon-
ing Hearing Board Meeting. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Rose 
Rinaldo. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Meeting of  
Conservation District. A4
• LONDONDERRY TWP: Estate of  
Joyce Cooper. A4
• ROYALTON: Ordinance Meeting 
Notice. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Richard 
Fox III. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Notice of  Budget 
Proposal. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Notice of  Re-
scheduled Meeting. A4
• HARRISBURG: Foreign Registra-
tion Statement. A4
• HARRISBURG: Statement of  
Foreign Registration. A4

MAHS prom 2018School 
board 
budget 
calls for 
tax hike

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A proposed 2018-19 budget ap-
proved by the school board May 
15 calls for the first property tax 
increase in Middletown Area 
School District since 2014-15.

The proposed 3.1 percent 
increase would add an an-
nual $69 to 
the tax paid 
by an owner 
of  property 
a s s e s s e d 
at $100,000, 
a c c o r d i n g 
to district 
Chief  Finan-
cial Officer 
David Franklin.

The increase could be lower 
when the board votes on final 
budget adoption June 19. But in 
contrast to the past three years, 
it appears unlikely the district 
can avoid a tax increase, given 
plans for nine new full-time 
positions for 2018-19.

“We don’t ever propose rais-
ing taxes beyond what the need 
actually is,” Franklin said May 
15. “We have definitely some 
additional work that will be 
occurring over the next month. 
We will be coming back with 
a budget that is no worse, but 
hopefully better.”

Eight of  the nine new posi-
tions are in response to in-
creased student needs, particu-
larly in the elementary grades, 
Superintendent Lori Suski 
told the Press & Journal. One 
position is to increase clerical 
support at the high school and 
to the board itself.

Borough puts Elks 
Theatre up for sale
Deal can’t be reached with Friends group

Woodworth appointed to council
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Mike Woodworth was ap-
pointed by Middletown Borough 
Council on Wednesday to fill the 
vacancy created by the May 1 
resignation of  Ben Kapenstein.

Woodworth, of  the 600 block of  
Hoffer Street, will serve until the 
end of  Kapenstein’s term, which 
expires at the end of  2019.

Woodworth during a public 
question-and-answer session be-
fore he was appointed told council 
that he does not know if  he will 
run for a full term on council in 

2019.
Woodworth 

in Se ptem-
ber 2016 was 
appointed to 
a  f ive-year 
term on the 
borough’s re-
cently recon-
stituted Hu-
man Relations Commission.

Woodworth chairs the commis-
sion and, in response to a question 
from Mayor James H. Curry III, 
said he plans to remain on the 
commission as a member of  the 
council.

Serving on the commission 
is “very rewarding but time 
consuming,” Woodworth said, 
adding that he expects being 
on the council to be more time 
consuming still.

Woodworth said he hopes to 
evaluate through his experience 
on council whether he will run in 
2019, if  being on council “fits right 
for my life and family.”

Woodworth was the only bor-
ough resident to apply to fill 
the vacancy, in contrast to five 
residents who applied to fill 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Two years ago, then-newly 
appointed Middletown Borough 
Council member Ian Reddinger 
caused an uproar by saying the 
historic Elks Theatre had no 
future as a movie house, but 
was better suited to becoming 
luxury condominiums, retail 
storefronts, or a combination of  
the two.

Now, Reddinger will have the 
opportunity to see if  that vision 
has a chance of  becoming reality.

The 107-year-old theater, closed 
since April 2015, will be listed for 
sale, it was decided May 16 by 
the Middletown Industrial and 
Commercial Development Au-
thority, which owns the theater. 
Reddinger chairs the authority.

It was not revealed how soon 
the theater will be listed for sale, 
at what price, or for how long.

The Elks Theatre is part of  the 
Elks Building at South Union and 
West Emaus streets in downtown 
Middletown. The rest of  the Elks 
Building — all but the theater — is 
owned and occupied by Tattered 
Flag Brewery & Still Works.

No one on the three-member 
authority, which also includes 
Mayor James H. Curry III and 
Councilor Dawn Knull, had any 
comment regarding the Elks 
Theatre action when asked by 

the Press & Journal.
Curry’s motion said the theater 

will be listed using a Realtor 
who is already working for the 
authority. The authority’s fall 
2017 sale of  the McNair House 
property was handled by Shawn 
McGeehan, a commercial spe-
cialist with the Joy Daniels Real 
Estate Group. McGeehan did not 
immediately respond to a request 
for comment from the Press & 
Journal.

Friends group disappointed
Friends of  the Elks Theatre, 

the Middletown-based nonprofit 
group whom the authority had of-
fered to transfer the theater to for 

$1, reacted with disappointment 
over the authority’s decision to 
list the theater for sale.

“It is very sad that after more 
than 100 years of  operation as 
a movie theater, the borough 
has decided to bring to an end 
the historic Elks Theatre,” Gor-
don Einhorn, a member of  the 
Friends’ board of  directors, said 
in an emailed statement to the 
Press & Journal.

“It is very difficult to under-
stand why this decision was 
made. The Friends of  the Elks 
Theatre, which successfully 
operated the theater before the 

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

The front door of  208 E. 
Roosevelt Ave. used to be a rich 
pine green. 

Half  of  it still is. The top is 
charred, and the paint is peel-
ing and flaked. The top win-
dow — like some of  the other 
windows visible from the street 
— is boarded up. The front door 
handle is laden with padlocks.  

It’s been more than two 
months since fire consumed the 
house, and two months since 
Katina Nicol Wilkerson, the 
only person home at the time, 
died. Her son, Malachi, was left 
without a mother. 

At the May 16 Middletown 
Borough Council meeting, 
Mayor James H. Curry III 
and state Rep. Tom Mehaffie 
honored the 12 Middletown 
Volunteer Fire Department 
firefighters and EMS personnel 
who were the key responders. 

C u r r y 
asked for a 
moment of  
silence at the 
meeting in 
Wilkerson’s 
memory. 

“ W h a t 
I miss the 
most about 
Kat is her compassion. She was 
a wonderful and thoughtful 
mother,” Melissa Laughman 
told the Press & Journal. She 
rented the basement of  the 
home to Wilkerson about two 
months before the fire.

“I knew immediately that I 
wanted to rent to her,” Laugh-
man said. “She kept saying that 
she was going to stay forever.”

Wilkerson had moved to Mid-
dletown from Oberlin after she 
and her spouse decided to live 
in separate spaces, Laughman 
said. Malachi became friends 

Fire, EMS honored for 
efforts at fatal March fireBy Laura Hayes

laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

American Legion Post 594 is 
busy planning this year’s Me-
morial Day parade to be held 
Monday. 

According to post adjutant 
Skip Carnes, the parade starts 
at 9 a.m. will go down the same 
route as usual. It starts at Em-
aus and Wood streets and trav-
els down to Ann Street and then 
up Union Street. It concludes at 
the Middletown Cemetery.

Carnes has been involved 
in planning the parade, which 
rotates between the Legion and 
the Middletown VFW Post 1620, 
for about 25 years. 

He said the day and parade 
is to remember the soldiers 
who sacrificed their lives for 
their country and to remember 
the current soldiers fighting 
overseas. 

The keynote speaker will be 
Travis Goebel, 19th District 
commander of  the Pennsylva-

Memorial 
Day parade 
ready to go 
on Monday

Woodworth

Please see COUNCIL, page A3

STAFF PHOTO BY JASON MADDUX

What will the future hold for the former Elks Theatre, seen here on 
Monday, May 21?

Please see ELKS, page A3

Please see PARADE, page A3

Please see BUDGET, page A3

MASD wants to add 
nine new positions

Suski

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

The Middletown Area High School prom was held Saturday at the school. 
That’s the first time that has happened since 1966. Above, Kenzie Coble and 
Trey Lebo walk the red carpet. See more photos on page B6 and at www.
pressandjournal.com.

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODY ZORBAUGH

Antonio Gamble and Nate Nelson enjoy a treat.

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

AJ Fischer and Shelby Luther head into the school for the prom.

Wilkerson

Please see FIRE, page A4
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Every year, during the month of May, our 

Nation sets aside a day to remember our 

Veterans.  We honor all the military fallen 

heros from all wars in the history of our 

great nation.  Therefore we pause to 

remember our deceased veterans and ask 

God to reward all those who served our 

country so bravely.  We say a special prayer 

for those who are serving in the military 

throughout the world...may they be safe 

in all they do in our Nation’s service.  It is 

in their memory that we remember the 

families of the veterans we have served 

from May 16, 2017 to May 18, 2018.

“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, 
that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, 

meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, 
to assure the survival and the success of liberty.”

~ John F. Kennedy
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Je  rey D. Yohn
Terry D. Je  erson

Kenneth Ross Kinsey
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Ronald Irving McNamara
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Robert M. Allen

Frank T. Janouski
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John E. Kuhn

Shirley I. Miller
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Owen Franklin Deitz
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Coy Donovan Farr

Robert Eldridge Reynolds
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Donald E. Bowman
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William Acker
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Remembering Those Who Served...

Stephen White
MIDDLETOWN

Stephen A. White “Coach 
White,” 76, of  Middletown, passed 
away Sunday, May 20, 2018 at Ma-
sonic Village in Elizabethtown. 
 He was born November 15, 1941, 
in Harrisburg. He was the son of  
the late Ruth N. and Lee E. White.  

 He was preceded in death by his 
brothers, L. Robert “Bob”, Jerald 
A., and Glenn L. White and his 
sister, Kathleen “Pat” Boyer.  

 Surviving are his wife, Carol 
A. White of  Elizabethtown, four 
sons Kevin A., Brian A., Mark 
A. and Christopher A. White of  
Middletown; a daughter, Heather 

A. Spencer of  Palmyra; his sister, 
Adele “Dolly” Scaccia of  Colum-
bia, S,C,; son-in-law Ben Spen-
cer; daughter-in-laws, Michelle, 
Jodi L., and Jodie L.; and his 11 
grandchildren, Adam, Rebekah, 
Rhiannon, Vanessa, Haydon, and 
Gracie White, Aebi Blake, Olivia 
Spencer, Nolan Spencer, Emily 
Sade, and David John.

 He retired from The Phillips 
Group and UPS and was well 
respected for his work ethic 
and dedication to his family. He 
coached football for the Boys Club 
of  Middletown (Youth Club) for 32 
years and basketball and baseball 
for Olmsted Recreation and he 
mentored hundreds of  kids during 
his years of  coaching. He was a 

member of  the Liberty and Lon-
donderry Fire Companies.  He was 
a devoted fan of  the Middletown 
Blue Raiders, Penn State, the Phil-
lies, and the Philadelphia Eagles. 
He was a member of Geyers United 
Methodist Church in Middletown. 

 He was devoted to his wife, 
children, and grandchildren, who 
were his most important assets.

 A celebration of  his life will be 
held at Geyers United Methodist 
Church, 1605 S. Geyers Church 
Road, Middletown, PA 17057 on 
Saturday, June 2 at 4 p.m. 

 In lieu of  flowers please send 
donations to Geyers United Meth-
odist Church in Remembrance of  
Steve White. 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

There’s an oft-repeated saying 
in the business world: “Change 
or die.”

The all-new board of  directors 
at Middletown Swim Club is tak-
ing that to heart.

The board is putting in place 
changes this season, all focused 
on one over-arching goal:

“We are trying to save the pool 
right now,” said Amanda Moore, 
one of  the new board members 
and the pool manager.

Some of  the changes will be 
obvious to anyone driving by the 
club along North Union Street 
across from Middletown Area 
High School.

The club is breaking ground 
on a new pavilion and pole barn. 
Coming sometime in the near 
future is new privacy fencing, 
and a new electronic digital sign 
that will allow the club to better 
promote its activities and events.

A new game room for kids is 
on the way, and the club plans to 
expand its concession offerings 
for 2018.

But the changes aren’t just 
physical and cosmetic.

The board has revised the 
club’s membership fees and dues 
structure, in an attempt to make 
the club more affordable and 
open to the public.

“There is a certain idea that as 
a club there might be barriers” to 
joining, said Jan Webb, the club’s 
new board president for 2018. 
“That’s not the case. We want 
to be very inclusive. We want to 
remain a staple within the com-
munity, and we want people to 
become members.”

As a private entity, the club has 
always relied on getting people to 
join as stockholders.

That’s still so, but the club 
has come to realize that some 
individuals and families, as Webb 
puts it, “just want to come to the 
pool and swim” and aren’t inter-
ested in the ownership role that 
comes with being a stockholder 

of  the club.
Prior to this season, the club 

already had introduced a social 
membership to attract these 
people. But the new board has 
been more aggressive in promot-
ing the social membership.

A special reduced rate for the 
social membership expired on 
April 30, but at $250 for a family, 
the rate is still lower than it has 
been in the past, Webb said.

Social members also have the 
option of becoming a stockholder 
by spreading the stock payment 
out over three years, at $100 per 
year.

“We needed to make this af-
fordable for families because 
we really do sympathize and 
emphasize with people’s plight,” 
said Melissa Wells, another of the 
board’s new directors. “There 
are people who have lost their 
jobs who continue to have eco-
nomic hardship. We take that 
into consideration.”

A stockholding family pays 
$330 a year to belong to the 
club, but owning stock gives the 
member access to facilities and 
privileges that non-stockholding 
social members do not enjoy.

For example, stockholding 
members can rent the pavilion, 
bring guests to the pool, and vote 
at meetings of  the club.

The incentives and promotions 
have paid off, with the club sign-
ing up 94 new members for the 
2018 season since February.

But the board wants to attract 
more new members, in part to 
turn things around financially.

The club before the new board 
had been operating on what 
Webb calls “a structural deficit 
budget.”

“It is not my job to judge that. 
It is my job to take that seri-
ously,” she said. “We appreciate 
the history and all of  the efforts 
of  the previous boards before 
us. We wouldn’t be here today 
without their effort. But we are 
also sitting square in the face of  

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Members of the Middletown Swim Club's new board of directors are 
promoting changes at the club coming in the 2018 season. From left are 
board President Jan Webb and members Jessica Nordai, Amanda Moore, 
Kelly Templeton, Stefanie Crater, and Melissa Wells.

The Middletown Swim Club is 
one of  two swimming-pool op-
tions available to area residents.

The other is the Middletown 
Community Pool on South Union 
Street, which is owned by the 
borough.

As with the swim club, the 
borough pool has reduced rates 
going into the 2018 season, in an 
effort to be more affordable and 
to increase membership.

The rate for families who live 
within Middletown Area School 
District has been reduced to $175, 
said Sue Layton-Klinger, direc-
tor of  the Olmsted Recreation 
Center, which runs the borough 
pool.

The rate had been $225 for a 
family of  four, with each addi-
tional person in the family cost-
ing another $15. Now, the whole 
family is covered for the flat fee 
of  $175, regardless of  how many 

people are in the family.
The rate for a family resid-

ing outside the school district 
also was reduced, to $225. Also 
reduced was the single mem-
bership for both in-district and 
out-of-district residents.

Layton-Klinger said she de-
cided to reduce rates after 
researching many other public 
pools owned by municipalities 
in the region. 

She asked what they are do-
ing to succeed, and several told 
her that they have been able to 
increase membership by lower-
ing rates.

Memberships are up about 25 
percent compared to this time in 
2017, Layton-Klinger said.

She said she is optimistic mem-
berships will increase further, as 
many people typically wait until 
just before the start of  the season 
to join the pool.

Middletown Community 
Pool also cuts rates,  
gains memberships

Swim club tries 
to keep head 
above water
New leadership touts changes: ‘We 
are trying to save the pool right now’

Please see SWIM, page A4
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To place your business in this directory 
contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 
Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

CHIROPRACTOR/
PHYSICAL THERAPIST
THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-2225

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown
717-566-2525

Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PERSONAL TRAINING
Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-215-9607

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESTAURANT
Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-0450

SALON
Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown
717-944-7980

Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Thurs. 9-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

Memorial Day Holiday 
Collection Schedule

Monday 05/28/18

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS:

Due to the Memorial Day Holiday, all regular Penn Waste 
trash and recycling collections will be delayed one (1) day. 
Monday customers will be collected on Tuesday. Tuesday 
customers will be collected on Wednesday and so on for 

the remainder of the week through Saturday.

Please visit our web site at www.pennwaste.com for 
specific municipality information. 

Sign Up for our E-News Updates to receive collection 
updates sent directly to your e-mail inbox!

Penn Waste wishes all of our customers
a safe and happy holiday!

ingo BlastB
12 CARDS for $30

ingo BlastB
Saturday, May 26th

7 pm ~ Doors open at 5 pm

HUMMELSTOWN FIRE COMPANY
249 E. Main Street, Hummelstown

With this coupon
Expires 05/26/18

$1 Off
Bingo

** COUPON **••• COUPON •••

HHH $1,000 CASH JACKPOT HHH
PAYOUT:

16 Games @ $50, 4 Games @ $75

the vacancy created when Diana Mc-
Glone resigned from her council seat 
in March.

Council on April 3 picked Angela 
Lloyd of  the 100 block of  Oak Hill Drive 
to replace McGlone. Lloyd had also pre-
viously been appointed to the Human 
Relations Commission by council, and 
she is still on the commission, according 
to the borough website.

Woodworth said that he hopes to 
bring a “positive, constructive, reason-
able and rational voice” to council dis-
cussions, and that he considers himself  
“an independent thinker” who looks 
at situations from all perspectives in 

making a decision.
He sees the biggest issue facing the 

borough as where the borough gets its 
money in terms of  revenue, and “how 
we spend our money.”

He sees Middletown’s biggest asset as 
“opportunities” the town has, including 
the school district educational complex 
on North Union Street, the growing 
Penn State Harrisburg campus, Har-
risburg International Airport, “a lot 
of  fantastic businesses” and available 
storefronts that Woodworth referred 
to as “canvasses for new businesses.”

Woodworth also referred to his efforts 
on the commission working to establish 
closer relations between the borough 
and Penn State Harrisburg.

property was bought by the bor-
ough, was fully prepared to once 
again operate the theater and raise 
the money needed to turn it into 
the multi-function facility that 
would not only show movies but 
would also be capable of  hosting 
live events.”

“It is particularly surprising 
given the fact that there was strong 
community support for reopening 
the theater, as evidenced by the 
petition presented to the borough 
over a year ago in which more 
than 1,000 people expressed their 
support. The Friends provided 
all the information that the ICDA 
requested but has received no ex-
planation as to why this decision 
was made. Despite the decision 
to list the building for sale, it is 
not too late to save the theater for 
another 100 years of  operation. We 
hope that ICDA will reconsider its 
decision.”

An appraiser hired by the au-
thority appraised the theater in 
2017, according to Reddinger. How-
ever, the borough has declined 
Right-to-Know requests from the 
Press & Journal to release the 
appraisal.

Friends emerged from the 
now-defunct Greater Middle-
town Economic Development 
Corp. GMEDC owned the Elks 
Building from 2005 to 2014 and 
ran the theater for many of  those 
years. GMEDC kept operating 
the theater after GMEDC sold the 
Elks Building to the authority in 
September 2014, under a month 
to month lease until the authority 
closed the theater for renovations 
in April 2015.

In August 2015, the Friends 
group submitted a proposal to the 
authority to transform the theater 
into a performing arts center.

In March 2017, the Friends group 
submitted a letter of  intent to the 
authority, confirming its accept-
ing an authority offer to transfer 
the theater to the Friends group 
for $1.

Reddinger had proposed sell-

ing the theater 
to the Friends 
group for $1 
in June 2016, 
when he made 
his comments 
regarding the 
theater being 
better suited to 
becoming con-
dos or a storefront.

“I would not put a dime into 
it,” Reddinger said at the time of  
preserving the theater as a movie 
house. “It’s a horrible investment. 
You will never get your money 
back on a one-screen theater, 
period.”

Despite not wanting to put any 
of  his own money, or tax dollars, 
into the theater, Reddinger has 
persisted in his belief  that the mar-
ket holds the key to the borough 
finding a way out of  its theater 
ownership burden. As recently as 
January, Reddinger told the Press 
& Journal he wanted to know what 
the market would be willing to pay 
for the theater.

What could move in?
What could the theater be, other 

than a theater?
Located in the first block of  West 

Emaus Street in the former Elks 
Building, the theater is in an area 
of  downtown Middletown zoned 
for general commercial purposes.

General commercial, or C2, has 
a long list of  permitted uses by 
right; including but not limited 
to banks, businesses and other 
types of  offices; barbershops and 
beauty parlors, a bed and break-
fast, churches, clubs and lodges, 
day care facilities, an art studio, 
retail stores, hotels, restaurants 
… you can even put a mortuary in 
there, or a marijuana dispensary.

Or parking.
Uses by special exception in-

clude a communication antenna or 
tower, a residential hotel or motel, 
or something called “a commercial 
tourist home.”

But the only use anyone has 
expressed in the Elks Theatre in 
recent years has been in trans-

forming the theater into a per-
forming arts center.

The Friends group has not been 
the only entity to propose that, or 
even the first.

In September 2014, shortly 
after the authority acquired the 
Elks Building from GMEDC, the 
authority received an offer from 
Phantom Theater Company.

The company wanted to lease 
the Elks Building from the author-
ity, in order to transform the entire 
building including the theater into 
a performing arts center.

Instead, the authority in 2015 
initially chose to lease all of  the 
Elks Building except the theater 
to Tattered Flag Brewery & Still 
Works.

The authority as part of  the deal 
loaned Tattered Flag $1.5 million. 
Of  that, $1.1 million was to help 
Tattered Flag convert all the Elks 
Building except the theater into 
the still works and distillery.

The remaining $400,000 was for 
Tattered Flag to purchase all of  
the Elks Building except the the-
ater from the authority. Tattered 
Flag is paying back the loan to 
the authority over 25 years at 4 
percent interest.

In March 2016, Phantom again 
contacted the authority, saying it 
was willing to convert just the the-
ater into a performing arts center.

But Phantom pulled its plan a 
few months later, citing “misin-
formation” being spread about 
Phantom through social media in 
Middletown, and what Phantom 
referred to as political turmoil and 
discord between borough council 
and the authority. Phantom has 
not been heard from since regard-
ing the Elks Theatre.

Nor is Reddinger alone in oppos-
ing the borough spending any tax 
dollars on the theater.

In late 2016, borough council 
twice voted to reject a $500,000 state 
grant to renovate the theater that 
the borough had been awarded by 
Gov. Tom Wolf.

Both times, the rejection came 
down to concerns expressed by a 
majority of  councilors and Curry 

that the borough would need some 
amount of  tax dollars to come up 
with the $500,000 local required 
match for the state grant.

Einhorn told the Press & Jour-
nal that Friends has not heard 
from the authority since the end 
of  March 2018, after Friends had 
sent the authority all the infor-
mation the authority requested 
regarding the group’s operation 
of  the theater and its fundraising 
plan to convert the theater into a 
performing arts center.

No Friends bid
Einhorn said that the Friends 

group has no plans to put in a bid 
to purchase the theater through 
the market listing.

“We are a nonprofit group with 
limited funds. They had made an 
offer in good faith to sell it to us for 
$1. That was their idea,” Einhorn 
said. “If  we assume ownership 
we will need every penny for the 
renovation. It is not going to be 
cheap. I would rather see it go to 
the renovation than to pay more 
to the ICDA when they made that 
$1 offer.”

In 2016 a construction company 
working for Tattered Flag esti-
mated at $1.1 million the cost to 
renovate the theater and reopen it 
as a performing arts center.

The company did not identify 
any structural problems with the 
theater, Einhorn noted. The the-
ater in recent years has had its 
roof  replaced and a new heating 
system installed. The borough 
since acquiring the theater has 
put in a new fire alarm system 
and a new ceiling, and redid all 
the wiring.

The theater still needs “substan-
tial work, but not from a structural 
or engineering perspective,” Ein-
horn said.

Einhorn also referred to a news 
media account about new life for 
the West Shore Theatre in New 
Cumberland that was posted on 
May 17, one day after the authority 
decided to list the Elks Theatre for 
sale. The West Shore Theatre had 
been closed since December, 2017.

According to the PennLive ar-
ticle, a man and his son bought 
the 78-year-old theater at auction 
for $122,000. The new owners are 
working with New Cumberland 
Mayor Doug Morrow and Friends 
of  the West Shore Theatre, al-
though the article said the bor-
ough is not providing any financial 
backing to the endeavor.

The new owners are said to be 
negotiating to lease the theater to 
the nonprofit group so the group 
can run the theater day to day.

Morrow helped organize the 

West Shore Theatre Friends’ 
group and will serve on the group’s 
board of  directors, the article said. 
A public meeting to gather input 
from the community is to be held 
at the New Cumberland Fire De-
partment on May 24, according to 
the article.

Einhorn sees a difference of  
“night and day” between the sup-
port the West Shore Friends group 
is getting from New Cumberland 
borough, and the support the Elks 
Theatre Friends group is getting 
from Middletown borough.

ELKS: ‘We hope that ICDA will reconsider its decision,’ says Einhorn, who leads Friends organization
From page A1

nia American Legion and 
a National Guard veteran. 
Carnes said he knew Goebel 
from being involved with 
the Legion.

“He’s a super young 
man,” Carnes said.

The grand marshal will 
be Richard C. Huber, a U.S. 
Army veteran who served 
in Korea. 

The parade’s master of  
ceremonies will be Dominic 
DiFrancesco, a former na-
tional and state American 
Legion commander. 

Several groups will be 
involved in the parade, 
including the Boy Scouts, 
the Middletown VFW, the 
Middletown American Le-
gion, the Middletown Area 
High School band, the Sons 
of  Union Veterans and the 
International Order of  Odd 
Fellows.

The invocation will be 
given by Seven Sorrows’ 
Father Ted Keating, and 
Middletown Area Middle 
School student Grant Gar-
ner will perform the annual 
recitation of  the Gettysburg 
Address.

MATES program
Five of  the nine new full-time 

positions are to support a new pro-
gram that is aimed at addressing 
the emotional and mental health 
needs of  at-risk students in the 
elementary grades.

Known as Middletown Area 
Therapeutic Elementary Support, 
or MATES, the program will cre-
ate three new classrooms at Fink 
Elementary for students who 
will come from all three district 
elementaries — not just Fink but 
also Kunkel and Reid.

Suski described MATES as a set-
ting where “students will receive 
their daily instruction in a more 
therapeutic environment with the 
benefit of  intensive counseling 
support in a smaller classroom 
setting.”

Each MATES classroom will be 
capped at 10 students, compared to 
district elementary class sizes that 
average 19 to 22 students.

“Students will receive daily 
social skills instruction and indi-
vidual and small group counseling 
while receiving their academic 
instruction with adjusted pacing,” 
Suski said.

By focusing more on these at-
risk students earlier, the district 
hopes to reduce the need for these 
students to be placed in a more 
restrictive educational setting 
outside the school district, when 
these students reach middle and 
high school, Suski said.

The initiative is similar to the 
alternative education program 
launched at the high school this 
past year, in that at-risk students 
whose behavior can be disruptive 
are pulled out of  the regular class-
room setting, at least for a time.

In this way, MATES also seeks 
to “minimize disruptions to the 
regular classroom environment so 
that there is less distraction for the 
other students which can impede 
their learning,” Suski added.

The intent is to return these 
students to a traditional class-
room setting, but Suski said that 
in most cases the district expects 
students in the MATES program 
will need to be there for at least a 
full school year.

The program was to be at Kun-
kel, but that would have required 
buying or leasing modular units to 
provide enough classroom space.

Suski said the school board 
directed the district find “a less 
expensive alternative,” which led 
to changing the venue to Fink.

Suski had earlier described 
MATES as focusing on students 
who had experienced trauma, 
such as witnessing or being the 
victim of  abuse, or having gone 
through a life-changing experi-
ence such as an accident or natural 
disaster.

While it is likely that many of the 
students chosen to be in MATES 
will have experienced some form 
of  trauma, others may just be in 
need of  “intensive therapeutic 
support due to mental health or 
other behavioral issues,” she said.

The five new positions directly 
supporting MATES include three 
elementary teachers, one behavior 
support coach, and one instruc-
tional aide.

Otherwise, the district is hiring a 
third full-time school psychologist. 
To be “highly involved” in the new 
MATES program, this in-house po-
sition is also to reduce the amount 
of  money the district is spending 
on contracting with outside school 
psychologists to handle the rising 

number of  student assessments 
that are necessary.

The proposed budget also calls 
for adding a special education 
facilitator, and a certified occupa-
tional therapy assistant.

Safety and security
The district also includes in-

creased spending tied to student 
safety and security. The district 
is adding three new “monitoring 
systems” for 2018-19, one to detect 
vaping which Suski described as 
“an increasing challenge” at the 
high school.

The other two systems are to 
provide monitoring of  social 
media outlets, student email, and 
other “in-district applications to 
identify any potential threats or 
concerning statements that would 
require immediate investigation 
and/or intervention” to protect 
students, Suski noted.

The district has hired a private 
security consulting firm to do a 
vulnerability assessment of  all 
schools. 

Any enhancements recom-
mended as a result of  this study 
would be paid for out of  the dis-
trict’s Capital Reserve, or by an 
anonymous donor who has offered 
financial assistance to the district 
to improve safely and security 
following the mass shooting in 
Parkland, Florida.

In all, district spending for 2018-
19 is to increase by $2.6 million 
— nearly 6 percent — taking the 
budget to $47.5 million. Roughly 
$1.8 million of  the increase is for 
salaries and benefits.

Besides increases directly tied 
to the new MATES program, the 
district faces “the continued rise 
in costs for contracted educational 
services for students who cannot 

be educated within the district, 
and increased tuition costs for 
students attending charter/cyber 
charter schools. The district has 
very little control over these areas 
as we are required to provide an 
appropriate public education that 
meets the needs of  all students,” 
Suski said.

She further noted the tax in-
crease also reflects revenue not 
keeping pace with district spend-
ing, due to “relatively flat” growth 
in the assessed value of  property 
district-wide since 2016-17.

“We either raise taxes or elimi-
nate programs,” Suski said. “We 
strongly believe that we need to 
provide all students with what 
they need to be academically, so-
cially and emotionally successful. 
The district’s mission is to ensure 
that all students are college and 
career ready; therefore it is criti-
cal that we continue to provide the 
most current programming to 
prepare students for life beyond 
12th grade.”

Clarifications
She also sought to clarify what 

Suski said are erroneous assump-
tions regarding what is behind the 
proposed tax increase.

The proposed tax increase has 
“nothing to do” with possible reno-
vations at Kunkel, a proposed turf  
mini-athletic stadium the board 
has been discussing, or debt to pay 
for the new high school.

“None of  those potential or past 
projects impact the general fund 
budget,” Suski said. “Any capital 
improvements that the board is 
considering are funded through 
the district’s Capital Reserve fund 
or through debt service. Debt ser-
vice for 2018-19 is unchanged from 
the budget in 2017-18.”

BUDGET: New positions aimed at emotional, mental health needs
From page A1

Einhorn

COUNCIL: Woodworth joins council
From page A1

PARADE: Event is Monday
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with Laughman’s 2-year-old son, and 
Wilkerson and Laughman would of-
ten wind down from the day together 
after Laughman put her son to bed. 

She described Wilkerson as calm, 
mature and real. 

“She was a friend. I’m heartbro-
ken,” Laughman said.

Fire Chief  Kenny Whitebread Jr. 
said the first call of  the fire came 
in at 2:05 p.m. March 19. Police told 
firefighters that there was a woman 
trapped inside. Firefighters were 
tasked with both extinguishing the 
fire and rescuing Wilkerson. 

Whitebread said they entered 
through a window and faced heavy 
fire. They found and rescued Wilk-
erson within four minutes. She was 
taken to the Lehigh Valley Burn Cen-
ter in Allentown, where she later died. 

Laughman was at work when a 
neighbor called. She didn’t know 
anything about Wilkerson for several 
hours after she arrived. People sent 
her pictures of  the fire. At first, she 
thought only the carport was on fire. 

“I come from a family of  firefight-
ers. I know fires go quickly and double 
rapidly, but most fire calls are minor. 
I expected mine to be minor. I never 
imagined this would happen to us,” 
Laughman said.

Cause not confirmed
Middletown police spokesman Offi-

cer Mark Laudenslager told the Press 
& Journal in March that investigators 
believed that someone put a cigarette 
butt in a coffee tin that was being used 
as an ashtray on a handrail. The tin 
was above a recycling container in 
the carport, and Laudenslager said 
that investigators believe that the tin 
was either blown or knocked off the 
rail, and it landed in the recycling 
container, which started the fire. 

A representative of  the Lehigh 
County Coroner’s Office and Foren-
sics Center told the Press & Journal 
that the cause and manner of  her 
death are still pending. 

Malachi, 8, was in school at the time 
of  the fire. Laudenslager said two cats 
and a dog survived.

The house, Laughman said, is ba-
sically a complete loss. She said the 
house is being gutted. 

There have been other fires in 
Middletown this year, but Whitebread 

said this fire was one of  the more seri-
ous ones in terms of  damage and the 
only one that proved fatal. 

Honors
At the May 16 council meeting, 

Curry and Mehaffie presented certifi-
cates and medals of  valor. Firefight-
ers Scott Fink, Scott Adkins, Kody 
Krupilis, Brent Walko, Zachary Cle-
land, Cody Hepner and Christopher 
Coble were recognized, as were South 
Central EMS staff David Dugan, Chris 
Dove, Dylon Johnson, Daniel Blake 
and Teresa Sviben-Kirkpatrick.

“I never served as a firefighter, but 
I know I wouldn’t want to jump into 
a burning building like you guys do 
to save a life,” Mehaffie said.

Curry said he personally wanted to 
thank each first-responder.

“We have stressed the importance 
of  first-responders to the public. This 
is a volunteer position. So for what 
you do — putting your lives on the 
line to save our people and to look out 
for the best interest in the event of  
an emergency — I don’t think there’s 
any other word than thank you. We 
really appreciate everything you do 
for us,” Curry said. 

Laughman started a fundraiser to 
help pay for Wilkerson’s cremation 
and to support Malachi. The fund-
raiser raised $1,620. After, Laugh-
man started a college savings plan 
for Malachi which can be found at 
https://www.ugift529.com/home.
html?id=W36-T3S&name=Malachi. 
His gift code is W36-T3S.
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GoneFishingPa.com

A Pennsylvania fishing license is 
your ticket to a whole year’s worth 
of fun. In addition to annual and 
3-year and 5-year licenses, you can 
lock-in both convenience and savings 
for a longer period of time with a
10-year fishing license. Purchase 
fishing licenses at more than 900 
agents across the state or online at:

30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com
or call 574-642-2023

Looking for CDL A or B drivers to deliver
new trucks. Bonus Program, No Forced
Dispatch, Be Your Own Boss! Must Have:
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Rt. 322 to Middletown/Hummelstown Exit. South on Waltonville 
Rd. to Jill Dr. on left.

Household items and much more!

HIGHSPIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
“FLEA MARKET”

Sat., May 26  •  8 a.m. - Noon
273 Second St. (Rear), Highspire

Food, new jewelry donations, linens, 
books (children’s & cookbook specials), 
like new toddler items. Bagged peanuts,  

American made Pfalfzgraff dishes (Yorktown), 167 pieces. 
Stands $5. Bring table or blanket.

Questions: 717-566-6828. 

2010 DODGE 1500 HEMI 
pickup for sale: 2010 Dodge 
1500 TRX Hemi pickup, regular 
cab, auto trans, 62000 miles, 
looks good, runs great. Asking 
$15000. Call 772-532-0777. 
(5/30)

TO NON-SMOKER ONLY – 
2nd floor apt. Country location, 
river view, 1 large bedroom, 
large living room, eat-in kitchen, 
and bath. Heat, water, garbage 
provided. Onsite laundry. 
$600/month. Security deposit 
required. Call 717-944-0712. 
(2/28TF) 

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill 
– Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 800-567-0404 Ext.300N

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Estate of: Lavina E. Atkins, late of the 
Township of Lower Swatara, County 
of Dauphin, and Commonwealth of PA
Executor: Thomas H. Atkins, Jr., 
c/o Nikolaus & Hohenadel, LLP
222 S. Market Street, Suite 201
Elizabethtown, PA  17022
Attorney: Kevin D. Dolan, Esq.

#184 0509-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

ESTATE OF:AHMED R. ZIADEH
LATE OF: Lower Paxton Township,    
 Dauphin County
DIED: June 28, 2014
EXECUTOR/ADMINISTRATOR: 
 Issa A. Ziadeh
Representative’s Address:                    
 6084 E. Hackamore Ln.
 Anaheim Hills, CA  92807
ATTORNEY:
Laura C. Reyes Maloney, Esquire
Attorney’s Address:  
Leguna Reyes Maloney, LLP
1119 North Front Street
Harrisburg, PA  17102

#186 0509-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

      
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Elizabethtown Borough Zoning 
Hearing Board will hold a public meet-
ing on Monday, June 4, 2018, beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Elizabethtown 
Borough Office, 600 South Hanover 
St., Elizabethtown, PA to hear the 
following applications: 
1. The applicant is seeking a variance 
at 40 South Market Street to operate a 
medical spa with the use of permanent 
cosmetics in the Central Business 
District. The application is relative to 
Chapter 27, Part 2, §201 “Definitions: 
Tattoo Parlor” of the Zoning Ordinance. 
2. The property owner of 380 East High 
Street is seeking a variance to construct 
a six-foot tall fence in the front yard. 
The application is relative to Chapter 
27, Part 13, §1302.5.A.1, “Fences in 
Front Yards” of the Zoning Ordinance. 
Pamela Craddock 
Zoning Officer

#190 0516-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
Rose M. Rinaldo, Deceased, late of 
the Borough of Middletown, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to: 

Linda M. Ruvolo, Executrix
20 N. Race Street

Middletown, PA 17057 
OR TO: 

John S. Davidson, Esquire
Yost & Davidson 

320 West Chocolate Avenue
P.O. Box 437

Hershey, PA 17033

#191 0523-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Dauphin County Conservation District 
to host Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume 
Road Maintenance Program Quality 
Assurance Board Meeting
The Dauphin County Conservation 
District will hold a Dirt, Gravel and Low 
Volume Road Maintenance Program 
Quality Assurance Board Meeting at 
9:00 a.m. on Monday, June 4, 2018 
at the county’s Conservation District 
office, 1451 Peters Mountain Road, 
in Dauphin. This meeting is open to 
the public.
The program provides contract 
funding to local road-owning entities to 
eliminate stream pollution caused by 
runoff and sediment from unpaved or 
low-volume roads. Utilizing standards 
and policies established by the Dauphin 
County Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume 
Road Maintenance Program Quality 
Assurance Board, the Conservation 
District works with municipalities to 
acquire this funding and develop plans 
for projects using Environmentally 
Sensitive Maintenance Practices.  The 
goal of the program is to create a more 
environmentally and economically 
sustainable low-volume road network 
through education, outreach and 
funding.
For more information about the 
program or to offer feedback, contact 
the Dauphin County Conservation 
District at 717-921-8100 or visit www.
dauphincd.org.

#192DC 0523-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Letters Testamentary on the Estate 
of Joyce B. Cooper, Deceased, late 
of Londonderry Township, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to:

Lynn C. Black, Executrix
195 N. Deodate Road
Middletown, PA 17057 

OR TO: 
John S. Davidson, Esquire

Yost & Davidson 
320 West Chocolate Avenue

P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA 17033

#193 0523-3T 
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of the Borough of Royalton, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, will consider enactment of this Ordinance at a 
public meeting on June 5, 2018, commencing at 7:00 p.m., prevailing time, at the 
Royalton Borough Building, 101 Northumberland Street, Royalton, Pennsylvania, 
17057, or at a subsequent public meeting of the Borough Council.
A summary of the Ordinance is as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 246
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER 240 INVOLVING 
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT IN THE BOROUGH AND PROVIDING 
FOR PERMIT REQUIREMENTS AND MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES IN THE FLOODPLAIN ZONE AND ESTABLISHING 
PENALTIES FOR ANY PERSONS OR BUSINESSES WHO FAIL OR REFUSE TO 
COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OR PROVISIONS OF THE FLOODPLAIN 
MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE.
A copy of the full text of proposed Ordinance 246 may be examined at the 
Borough Building, address as stated above, Monday through Friday, during the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. prevailing time, in the office of the Secretary of 
the Borough, and is also available at the Borough website, www.royaltonpa.com.
All residents, taxpayers, persons interested therein or affected thereby are 
invited to attend.
Amy Burrell
Borough Secretary

#194 0523-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE 

Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
Richard A. Fox, III, Deceased, late of 
the Borough of Middletown, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to:

Richard A. Fox, IV, Co-Executor
Alexis R. Fox, Co-Executor

138 N. Pine Street
Middletown, PA 17057 

OR TO: 
John S. Davidson, Esquire

Yost & Davidson 
320 West Chocolate Avenue

P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA 17033

#195 0523-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE
MIDDLETOWN AREA SCHOOL 

DISTRICT
Notice of Proposed Final Budget
NOTICE is given that the proposed 
final budget for the General Fund of the 
Middletown Area School District for the 
2018-2019 fiscal year in its most recent 
form is available for public inspection 
at the school district’s Administra-
tive Offices, 55 West Water Street, 
Middletown, Pennsylvania, and will be 
presented for adoption as a final budget 
at a school board meeting to be held 
in the Large Group Instruction Room 
of the Middletown Area High School, 
1155 North Union Street, Middletown, 
Pennsylvania, at 7 p.m. on or before 
June 30, 2018 (currently scheduled for 
June 19, 2018).  The budget may be 
amended before final adoption.  
MIDDLETOWN AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
David A. Franklin, Secretary
#196 0523-1T

www.publicnoticepa.com

                                
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the regular 
bimonthly meeting of the Council of 
the Borough of Middletown, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, scheduled 
for Tuesday, June 5, 2018 has been 
rescheduled for Monday, June 4, 
2018. The meeting will be held at 7:00 
p.m. in Council Chambers located at 
Borough Hall, 60 West Emaus Street, 
Middletown, PA 17057.

#197 0523-1T 
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
FOREIGN REGISTRATION 

STATEMENT
Notice is hereby given that Better 
Business Systems, Inc., a foreign 
corporation formed under the laws 
of the State of MT, where its principal 
office is located at 175 N. 27th St., 
Ste. 800, Billings, MT 59101 has or will 
register to do business in Pennsylvania 
with the Department of State of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, at 
Harrisburg, PA, on April 27, 2018, under 
the provisions of the Pennsylvania 
Business Corporation Law of 1988. 
The registered office in Pennsylvania 
shall be deemed for venue and official 
publication purposes to be located at 
c/o Corporation Service Company, 
2595 Interstate Drive, Ste. 103, Har-
risburg, PA 17110, Dauphin County.

#199 0523-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
FOREIGN REGISTRATION 

STATEMENT
Notice is hereby given that Avitus 
Group Insurance, Inc. a foreign cor-
poration formed under the laws of the 
State of MT, where its principal office 
is located at 175 N. 27th St., Ste. 800, 
Billings, MT 59101 has or will register 
to do business in Pennsylvania with 
the Department of State of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, at Har-
risburg, PA, on May 23, 2018, under 
the provisions of the Pennsylvania 
Business Corporation Law of 1988. 
The registered office in Pennsylvania 
shall be deemed for venue and official 
publication purposes to be located at 
c/o Corporation Service Company, 
2595 Interstate Drive, Ste. 103, Har-
risburg, PA 17110, Dauphin County.

#200 0523-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

needed changes. Otherwise, operat-
ing at a structural deficit budget will 
never work.”

“It’s an appreciation of  the history 
while also balancing fiscal responsi-
bility and trying to make all of  that 
sync together at the same time. It is a 
delicate process but we are extremely 
hopeful,” Webb said.

The new board members also want 
to guarantee future stability for the 
club, for themselves and for their 
children’s children, and beyond.

Moore said her father grew up com-
ing to the pool at the club, adding “he 
raised my sister and I here.”

“I grew up here. My children are 
growing up here. For many of  us we 
have a vested interest in seeing this 
institution thrive and survive and 
continue to pass it along,” Wells said. 
“My kids learned to swim here. I used 
to go to swim meets here, so it is a vital 
part of  this community.”

The club has its origins in the mid-
1950s, when the people who would 
become the first board members 
were taking a dip in the Brownstone 
Quarry and started talking about the 
need for a closer place to go to swim.

Land for the pool was sold to the 
club by Fred Karus. A former lo-
cal florist named John Bauder and 
the other original board members 
raised the $125,000 to build the pool 
by remortgaging their homes and 
selling memberships door to door 
in Middletown, according to a 25th 
anniversary history of  the club that 
was published in 1982. The pool had 
its grand opening on Sept. 1, 1957.

“It (the club) was developed with 

a lot of  blood, sweat and tears, and I 
think that’s where we find ourselves 
now,” Wells said.

Besides all the changes being put 
in place this year, the club has a new 
neighbor — the Woodland Hills hous-
ing development.

Construction of  the development is 
underway next to the club. Over time, 
Woodland Hills is to include 440 hous-
ing units consisting of  single-family 
detached and semidetached homes, 
apartments and townhouses extend-
ing east over 168 acres the whole way 
to Vine Street.

The new pavilion is being built to 
replace the original one that had to 
be torn down to make way for the 
new road accessing the North Union 
Street side of  Woodland Hills. 

However, the club board is look-
ing forward to a long-term “mutu-
ally beneficial” relationship with 
Woodland Hills and its developer, 
H-T Partners, Webb said, adding “It’s 
more families that can be part of  our 
pool community.”

On Saturday, June 2, the swim 
club is holding a “community day” 
intended as an open house for folks 
to come to the club and see what it is 
all about. Non-members will be able 
to swim in the pool all day for $2.

If  people like what they see, they 
can sign up as members on the spot. 
Most if  not all of  the club’s new board 
will be present to answer questions.

“We need members, we really, re-
ally do,” Webb said. “If  people really 
are saying — and I hear it time and 
time again, and I really do believe 
it — that this is an iconic piece of  
Middletown, then come out and show 
us. Join.”

SWIM: New pavilion being built
From page A2

FIRE: Fundraiser started for son
From page A1

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER 

Firefighter Kody Krupilis shakes hands with Mayor James H. Curry III during a 
Middletown Borough Council meeting on May 16. Firefighters and EMS personnel 
were honored for their heroics during a fire in March. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MELISSA LAUGHMAN

Fire heavily damaged the interior of 208 
E. Roosevelt Ave. in March. Katina Nicol 
Wilkerson died in the blaze.
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Remember Our Fallen Heroes

60 West Emaus Street, Middletown 
(717) 902-0706 • middletownborough.com

FULL SERVICE 
TREE CARE

2688 E. Harrisburg Pike, Middletown 
717-944-2318 • 717-564-8148 • 717-838-7778 • FAX 717-944-7188

• Reasonable Rates 
• Quality Service 
• Payment Plans Available

ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR CITIZEN & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Peiffer
Full Service & Repairs

Established 1950

Specializing in Residential Service

Water & 
Sewer 

Replacements

944-4709

Plumbing & Heating

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 
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Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974
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Satisfaction
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Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

Fully Insured for 
Your Protection

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

K. M. Knight
Funeral Home

31 Second Street, Highspire   939-5602
D. Duke Cuckovic Jr., Owner

Prince Edwin-Spring Creek
Lodge No. 486 F.&A.M.

Prince Edwin-Spring CreekPrince Edwin-Spring Creek
Lodge No. 486 F.&A.M.Lodge No. 486 F.&A.M.

131 W. Emaus St. Middletown 
717-944-6250

131 W. Emaus St. Middletown 131 W. Emaus St. Middletown 
717-944-6250717-944-6250

Proudly Honoring Those 
Who Served

Proudly Honoring Those Proudly Honoring Those 
Who ServedWho Served

Lodge No. 486 F.&A.M.Lodge No. 486 F.&A.M.

ready for the resource revolution

SUEZ Supports Veterans.

www.mysuezwater.com

In Honor and Thanks
Gregory A. Anoia, O.D.
Modern and Classic Eyewear Styles

120 W. Water St.
Middletown 

“The Patient Friendly Practice”    
944-3201

“Thanks For Our Freedom”
SHARP 
CUTS

944-1000

Elwood's Service Station

717-944-9255

Main & Catherine Streets, Middletown

STATE FARM
INSURANCE

STEVE LANE, Agent
735 N. Union Street, Middletown

944-1308

Family Dentistry
Samuel E. Selcher, D.M.D

Office Hours By Appointment
700 Spring Garden Drive, Middletown

944-0426 • selcherdental.com

A Proud Tribute to America’s Heroes
David H. Judy

Magisterial District Judge

Call for appointment 944.4031
EyeCareEyeWearCenter.com

WALTER R. GUSS, II, O.D.
Comprehensive Eyecare and Contact Lenses

1093 N. Union Street
Middletown
1093 N. Union Street
Middletown

Honoring All Veterans
VASTINE’S AUTO 

SERVICE, INC.
Middletown
944-7154

1001 Eisenhower Blvd., Harrisburg • 939-9536
Mon.-Thurs. & Sun. 8 am-1 am; Fri. & Sat. 8 am-2 am

WWW.ABCEAST.COM
HHH Remembering All Veterans HHH

1001 Eisenhower Blvd., Harrisburg 939-9536

MIDDLETOWN POST 594
AMERICAN LEGION

The offi cers and members of this great post join with 
neighbors and friends in remembering those who sacrifi ced 

their lives in all wars on this Memorial Day, 
a day set aside for this purpose by the 

Congress of the United States of America.

Fly Your Flag

5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Mon., Thurs., Fri. 6-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete ShowroomVisit Our Complete Showroom

WE HONOR 
THOSE WHO 
SERVED

★ THESE COMMUNITY-MINDED SPONSORS PROUDLY PAY TRIBUTE TO OUR HEROES ★

Paid for by Friends of Tom MehaffieState Representative

Mehaffie
TOM

for
  State Representative

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED.

Paid for by Friends of Tom MehaffieState Representative

Mehaffie
TOM

for
  State Representative

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED.
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We’ve been here for generations, just like you.

LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1854

AIUM CERTIFIED IN OBSTETRIC 
AND GYNECOLOGIC ULTRASOUND

8105 Adams Dr., Ste. B, Hummelstown • 717-482-8115 • FAX 717-482-8364 
www.woodwardassociates.com

Like us on 
Facebook

Bridget F. Berich, D.O. 
Gerald Woodward, M.D.
John R. Mantione, M.D.

Stephen Segrave-Daly, M.D. 

Caring For You Like Family

Proud to 
Honor All 
Veterans!

MIDDLETOWN MOOSE LODGE

 Lodge #410 Family Center
100 Mill St., Middletown

944-5761

Law Office of
PANNEBAKER & MOHR, P.C.

General Practice of Law
Estate Planning & Administration

Business      Real Estate
(717) 944-1333

4000 Vine Street, Middletown, PA 17057

Our sincere appreciation to all who have served 
and sacrificed for our country. 

You will never be forgotten.

LONDONDERRY TOWNSHIP
783 S. Geyers Church Rd., Middletown

944-1803               www.londonderrypa.org

waggintailspetcamp@yahoo.com 

717.930.0103

Emily Botterbusch
Owner / Operator

www.waggintailspetcamp.com

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON
Electrical Contractors

Residential & Commercial Wiring
Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

New & Old Wiring • Code Updates • Phone  & TV Cable Wiring
Electric Heat • Electric Smoke Detectors 

Fully Insured • Licensed Electricians • 40 Years Experience

568 N. Union St., Middletown, PA
944-3441

www.gingrichmemorials.com

“A Tribute to Life”

FOUNDER: FRANK E. MATINCHEK
OWNER/SUPERVISOR: Zachary E. Matinchek

260 East Main Street, Middletown – 944-7015

Our Family Proudly Serving 
Yours Since 1961.

Middletown’s Oldest Family-Owned
and Operated Funeral Home

Honoring All Who Served
Jeff Haste
Mike Pries

George P. Hartwick, III
Dauphin County 
Commissioners

436 E. Main St. (Mid-Town Plaza) • 944-1640
Mon.-Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.

“Middletown’s Exclusive Pharmacy & Hallmark Gold Crown Gift Shop”
436 EAST MAIN STREET •  MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057   •   717-944-1640

Monday – Friday 9am – 8pm  •   Saturday 9am – 5pm   •   Sunday – closed
www.MIDDLETOWNRX.com

FAMILY PHARMACY • HALLMARK CARD GIFT SHOP • LOCAL DELIVERY

“WHERE PERSONAL SERVICE COMES FIRST”

IDDLETOWN
TIRE & ALIGNMENTM

Exhaust • Struts • Alignments • Inspections • Batteries • Brakes • Shocks
33R Market Street • Royalton • 944-1925

Monday-Friday 8-6; Saturday 8-1

HHH Thank You Veterans HHH

Proudly We Honor 
All Veterans

HIGHSPIRE
BOROUGH

640 Eshelman St., Highspire, PA • 939-3303

Middletown Memorial VFW Post 1620

“Honoring the Dead by Serving the Living”

Michele     
  Hughes  
    Lutz

131 Dock St., Royalton 944-5425
Michele & Doug Lutz, Owners

Creations with you in mind

2 Clinton Avenue, Middletown  717.944.4005
info@middletownlumber.com  middletownlumber.com

Magisterial District Judge
MICHAEL J. 

SMITH
1281 28th Street

Harrisburg

Be sure to see 
Middletown’s 

Hometown Hero banners
proudly displayed 

throughout the town

WE HONOR 
THOSE WHO 
SERVED

★ THESE COMMUNITY-MINDED SPONSORS PROUDLY PAY TRIBUTE TO OUR HEROES ★

Professional Eye Care and Optical Boutique
Celebrating 56 years of serving the community!

29 West Main Street, Hummelstown
717-566-3216   www.kirmaneye.com

Professional Eye Care and Optical Boutique
Celebrating 56 years of serving the community!

29 West Main Street, Hummelstown
717-566-3216   www.kirmaneye.com

1 N. Union St., Middletown 
944-3301

Mon. - Sat. 6 am - 9 pm; Sun. 8 am - 8 pm

Breakfast • Lunch 
Family Dining

Keith Matinchek, Owner
Nick Taddeo, Mgr. 

Brownstone Cafe
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Growers of quality fruits & vegetables in season
Located in Chambers Hill area off Rt. 322
564-3130 • www.stritesorchard.com

NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm
Sat. 8 am-5 pm; Sun. 11 am - 4 pm

Also From Our Bakery: Cookies, 
Breads, Fresh Baked Fruit Pies & more

ALSO AVAILABLE: Fresh Cut Asparagus, Spinach & Spring OnionsALSO AVAILABLE: Fresh Cut Asparagus, Spinach & Spring Onions

                  VirginiaStrawberries
BEDDING PLANTS • VEGETABLE TRANSPLANTS • HANGING BASKETS

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY LARRY ETTER

The Middletown baseball team and booster club held a season-ending banquet Sunday, May 20 at the American Legion. The event was held in recognition of 
the players and coaches, with a focus on the senior players. The team finished with a 10-9 overall record, just missing a spot in the District 3 playoffs. David 
Alcock led the team with a .359 batting average and was named to the Mid-Penn Conference Capital Division all-star squad. With a .333 batting average and 
with three wins as a pitcher, Blake Jacoby made the first-team division all-star list. Adam Kell closed out the season with a .276 batting average, while junior 
catcher Avery Williams made honorable mention in the Capital Division. Pictured are, front row, assistant coach Aaron Lupia, David Alcock, Aaron McDevitt, 
Adam Kell, Dom Barilla, Matt Schopf, Owen Haederer, and head coach Mike Lupia. Back row: assistant coach Kyle Wheary, assistant coach Brandon Popp, 
Kyle Truesdale, Blake Jacoby, assistant coach Matt Brinser, and assistant coach Steve Pickel. 

3444 Round Top Rd., Elizabethtown

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES

•Tree & Shrubbery Pruning•Tree & Stump Removal
•Fertilization •Cabling

TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial
State Licensed Applicator

 FULLY INSURED
YEAR ’ROUND

24 Hr. Storm Damage Response

533-4458 • 367-3724 

Daniel L. Musser, 
Certifi ed Arborist

Hershey

MEMBER

NATIONAL ARBORIST 
ASSOCIATION

Blue Raider baseball team closes season with banquet

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 5/22/18 – 5/28/18

59¢
lb.

FRESH CHICKEN
THIGHS & DRUMSTICKS
MUST BUY 5 LBS+

FRESH LEAN
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST BUY 10 LBS+
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST BUY 10 LBS+

299
lb.

Save $13

649
lb.

USDA CHOICE WHOLE
NEW YORK STRIPS
12 LB AVG

BONELESS COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS
SOLD IN 5 LBS BUNDLES

Wow! 199
lb.

PORK RIBS
SOLD IN 5 LBS BUNDLES

Wow! 199
lb.

USDA CHOICE BONELESS
ANGUS SIRLOIN
STEAKHOUSE
STEAKS

699
lb.

21/25CT EZ PEEL JUMBO
PINK SHRIMP
2 LB BAGS $13.98

699
lb.

Save
$8 lb

PEPSI 6/16.9OZ
MUST BUY 4
SINGLES $2.59

188
ea.

SWISS PREMIUM
GALLONS
TEAS OR LEMONADE 

3/$5

4/$5

1 LB DRISCOLL
STRAWBERRIES

MUST BUY 5 LBS+4/$5

1 LB DRISCOLL
STRAWBERRIES

WHOLE SEEDLESS
WATERMELONS

USDA CHOICE WHOLE
NEW YORK STRIPSNEW YORK STRIPS
12 LB AVG

399
ea.

BargainsBargainsBargainsBargains
BBQ OPEN

MEMORIAL
DAY

MONDAY

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

On April 21, Nate Kinsey, 14, a Middletown Area Middle School student, shot 
his first turkey on a Youth Day hunt with his father, Brad. Friend Bill Wilsbach 
was doing the guiding and calling. The gobbler weighed 17 pounds with a 
4-inch beard. It was shot at 35 yards in Potter County on his grandfather 
Richard Kinsey's camp in Conrad. 

Tony Mrakovich finished 13th 
on Sunday in the Menards 200 
presented by Federated Car Care 
at Toledo Speedway in Ohio.

Mrakovich, whose family owns 
the Street Stores Hardware store 

in Middletown, drove the No. 
10 SMART Emissions Reducer 
Toyota Camry.

The 19-year-old was running 
his third event of  the year, includ-
ing the ARCA season opener at 

Daytona (29th-place finish) and 
the NASCAR Xfinity Series at 
Richmond Raceway in Richmond, 
Virginia (24th-place finish).

Sunday was Mrakovich’s first 
time at Toledo Speedway. He still 

works at Street Stores Hardware.
This is Mrakovich’s first official 

season in NASCAR races and 
drove in ARCA last year. In his 
three ARCA starts in 2017, Mra-
kovich recorded two top 10s.

Mrakovich races ARCA circuit in Toledo

First turkey

The Penn State Harrisburg 
men’s and women’s track and field 
teams are sending five athletes to 
participate in the NCAA Outdoor 
Track & Field Championships on 
May 24-26 in Spire, Ohio. 

On the women’s side, Sarah 
Lehman will take part in the long 
jump and triple jump, and Rae Rae 
Taylor will compete in the heptath-
lon. For the men’s team, Cameron 
Yon qualified in the discus, Jalil 
Clayton qualified in the 110 meter 
hurdles and 400 meter hurdles, 
and  Alex White  qualified in the 
long jump.

Yon will be the Lions’ top-ranked 
competitor at the NCAA Champi-
onships, as he is ranked second in 
discus after a 55.83-meter toss at 
the Bison Outdoor Classic earlier 
this season. Yon will be making his 
third trip to nationals, where he 
took third in 2016 and 10th in 2017.

Clayton is ranked 18th in the na-
tion in the 110 meter hurdles after 
posting a time of  14.54 at ECAC 
Division III Outdoor Track & Field 
Championships. Clayton is ranked 
20th in the 400 meter hurdles after 
posting a time of  53.24 at the CAC 
Outdoor Championships.

Penn State Harrisburg sends  
5 to track and field nationals
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SERVICE STATION
944-4407

Corner Main & Spruce Sts.
Middletown
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seen us
 first!

CALL TO 
SCHEDULE A 

TUNE-UP NOW

ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service 
Corner of Main & Catherine Sts.

Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER

See Us For All Your Automotive Needs
PA STATE 

INSPECTION

NEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD   |   LAVONNE ACKERMAN

Remember those who gave all for U.S.
Wishing you all a lovely long  

holiday weekend. Take time to 
remember and appreciate those 
who gave it all for their country. 
We might not know someone 
who sacrificed their life for our 
country, but we probably do 
know those who have lost that 
special loved one. 

Let’s be a people of  grateful-
ness and peace as we honor the 
men and women who gave all 
that they had for the freedom we 
can celebrate on Monday, May 
28 — Memorial Day.  I remember 
my dad, Charles H. Kruse Jr., 
who was lost while on active 
duty, Feb. 20, 1963. I thank God 
for him and for what his selfless-
ness means to me, to all of  us.

Have a wonderful week. 

Birthdays
Happy quarter-of-a-century 

cake day to Brock Thompson, 
who celebrates on Wednesday, 
May 23. Best wishes to you for 
a wonderful 25th cake day and 
always!

Stacey Hinojosa of  Lower 
Swatara observes her 14th raz-
zle-dazzle birthday on Wednes-
day, May 23. Enjoy!

Happy birthday greetings 
are sent out to Brian Kennedy 
of  Lower Swatara on May 23. 
Happy fantastic Friday fun to 
you, Brian!

Alexus Reynolds of  Middle-
town celebrates her big-deal 21st 
birthday on Thursday, May 24. 
Enjoy, enjoy, enjoy and congrats!

Alex Kennedy turns 17 on 
Thursday, May 24. More cake 
at her house in Lower Swatara. 
Have a super fine week, Alex!

If  you see Don Hartman of  
Middletown out and about on 
Thursday, May 24, be sure to 
give him a very jolly happy 
birthday holler! 

Sweet and precious McKenzie 
Habecker of  Middletown will 
celebrate her double-toothpick 
birthday on Friday, May 25. 

Happy 11th cake day and God 
bless you!

Here is a shout-out to Deb 
Carson of  Lower Swatara on 
Friday, May 25. May this be your 
very best birthday yet. Have a 
wonderful weekend, Deb!

Happy landmark 21st cake day 
to Josh Alcock of  Lower Swata-
ra. He celebrates on Saturday, 
May 26. Congrats on being a full-
fledged adult, Josh!

Adorable Reagan Headley 
of  Middletown will have eight 
candles atop her birthday cake 
on Saturday, May 26. I hope you 
get loads of  treats, Reagan. God 
bless you! 

Happy frosty-filled birthday to 
John Rhodes of  Hummelstown. 
John will hear the birthday song 
on Saturday, May 26 ... sur-
rounded by his loving family, no 
doubt!

Lynnsey Woodley of  Middle-
town marks her 17th cake-and-
ice cream day on Saturday, 
May 26. I hope your weekend is 
wonderful, Lynnsey!

Wishing wonderful Makayla 
Long of  Middletown a super-fine 
decade old happy birthday on 
Saturday, May 26. I hope you get 
tons of  Sour Patch candies as 
you turn 10! God bless you, girl! 

Many good happy birthday 
vibes and wishes are sent to 
Ryan Baer and his father, Ray-
mond Baer, in Lower Swatara. 
Their special double celebration 
day is Sunday, May 27! I hope 
you get to spend it together! 

Sending big hugs and happy 
birthday smiles to Judy Stare of  
Lower Swatara. This sweet lady 
celebrates her balloon-flying day 
on Monday, Memorial Day, May 
28! If  you have a picnic, I hope 
you are treated like a queen!

Ny’Zier Arango of  Lower 
Swatara turns 15 on Tuesday, 
May 29. I hope your birthday 
week is just how you like it!

Happy 17th confetti-popping 
birthday to Anthony Paul of  

Lower Swatara. He celebrates on 
Tuesday, May 29, too! Enjoy!

Carly Waters of  Middletown 
turns 19 on May 29. Be sure to 
give her a loud happy last teener 
birthday on Tuesday! Have a 
wonderful week, Carly!

Happy 24th cake day to Court-
ney Fisher of  Middletown. Her 
big day is Tuesday, May 29.

Joseph Harkins marks his 
23rd birthday on Tuesday, May 
29. Many blessings and best 
wishes are sent to you, Joe!

Finally, happy big-deal land-
mark 21st real-adult birthday to 
Bailee Koncar of  Lower Swata-
ra. Congrats to you on Tuesday, 
May 29, a very popular birthday! 

Anniversaries
Happy anniversary to Richard 

and Margaret Reisinger of  Low-
er Swatara. They were married 
on May 23, 1959. They celebrate 
59 years together on Wednesday! 
This is extra-special, Enjoy! 

Best wishes to Jim and Susan 
Hare of  Lower Swatara on their 
39th wedding anniversary on 
Saturday, May 26. Congrats!

Chris and Dot Reider of  Lower 
Swatara celebrate 55 years of  
wedded bliss on May 26. Hey, 
you two lovebirds ... enjoy your 
emerald anniversary Saturday!

Italian Baked Chicken
From the  

Wedding Book Collection

1/2 c. sour cream
1 egg
2/3 c. Italian or seasoned 

bread crumbs
1/3 to 1/2 c. Parmesan cheese
2 1/2 lb. chicken pieces
In a shallow bowl, blend sour 

cream and egg, set aside. In 
shallow pan or bowl, mix bread 
crumbs and cheese. Dip each 
piece of  chicken in sour cream 
mixture, then roll in bread 
crumb mix to coat chicken 
completely. Place chicken into 

shallow greased/oiled baking 
pan. Bake until tender, about 50 
to 60 minutes, at 350 degrees. 

Movie Night
There will be a family outdoor 

movie night of  “The Mighty 
Ducks” in Shope Park, Lower 
Swatara Township, at 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday, June 16. 

Free admission, free activities 
and snacks for the entire family 
begin at 7:30 p.m. Bring blankets 
and chairs. 

The event is sponsored by 
Lower Swatara Lions Club; 
Dauphin County Parks & Recre-
ation; and Dauphin County Drug 
& Alcohol Services.

Quote of the Week
“But they who wait for 

the LORD shall renew their 
strength.” — Isaiah 40:31.

Question of the Week
What is your favorite TV 

show?
“I like ‘Cheer Squad.’ It’s en-

tertaining!” — Arianna Laverty, 
10, Middletown.

“‘Ant Man.!’” — Uryiah Wil-
liams, 9, Middletown.

“‘Sponge Bob Square Pants.’” 
It is funny.” — Rylee Leeper, 11, 
Middletown.

“Probably ‘The Voice,’ al-
though I don't watch much TV. I 
prefer Penn State football in the 
fall.” — Louisa Morgan, Lon-
donderry.

“‘NFL Total Access.’” — Ma-
son Dudash, 11, Lower Swatara.

“‘Phineas & Ferb.’” — Aleel 
Batts, 11, Lower Swatara. 

Proverb for the Week 
Everyone enjoys giving good 

advice, and how wonderful it is 
to be able to say the right thing 
at the right time (15:23)!

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

Two Lower Dauphin High 
School seniors recently were 
awarded monthly honors.

Emily Scholfield was named 
young woman of  the month by 
the Hummelstown Women’s 
Club.

Emily is the daughter of  
K i m b e r l y 
and Ever-
ett Schol-
field. She is 
a four-year 
member of  
the concert 
band and 
m a r c h i n g 
band, where 
she was sec-
tion leader 
and played 
c l a r i n e t . 
S h e  a l s o 
performed 
in orchestra 
and pit or-
chestra. She 
is a two-year 
member in the Latin Honor 
Society and serves as president. 
She is a leader and member of  
the Science National Honor 
Society. 

In addition, she is a member 
of  the National English Honor 
Society and Math Honor So-
ciety. Emily is a four-year 
member of  the Gay-Straight 
Alliance and a two-year mem-
ber of  the Philosophy Club. 
She also participates in several 
academic competitions includ-
ing Science Olympiad, National 
Ocean Science Bowl, National 
Latin Exam and Bucknell Uni-
versity Chemistry Camp.

She plans to attend a four-
year liberal arts college and 
major in biology.

James Perry was named stu-
dent of  the month by the Rotary 
Club of  Hummelstown.

James, the son of  Michelle 
Perry and Merrill Perry, is 
a student leader at the high 
school. He is president of  the 
National History Honors Soci-
ety, an officer in Volunteen and 
holds leadership roles in Mini-
THON and Volunteen. He is 
also a member of  the Ping Pong 
Club, the Science Club and 
participated in Envirothon. He 
also participates in the Science 
Olympiad and other academic 
competitions.

In the community, he is a 
volunteer with Hummelstown 
Police’s Witch Watch program 
and was a mentor in LD Com-
munities That Cares’ Study 
Buddy program. He also par-
ticipates in the Pittsburgh 
Project which works in the city 
to help local communities by 
rebuilding houses.

He plans to attend Penn 
State University and major in 
psychology.

STUDENTS 
OF THE MONTH
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Bob Brocklehurst flew a host 
of  fighter planes during his Air 
Corps service in World War II, 
including the P-40 Warhawk, 
P-47 Thunderbolt, and the P-51 
Mustang. 

Yet, he says, he never fired 
a shot or was shot at by the 
Japanese he was trained to 
fight. Not all 
of  his flying 
cadet class-
mates were 
so fortunate. 

“We start-
ed off  with 
1,500 guys 
from flight 
school,” he 
told a reporter last year, “gradu-
ated 971, and we lost about 251 
during the war years.”

Brocklehurst will be the guest 
speaker at the monthly meeting 
of  the Central PA WWII Round-
table at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 
7, at Grace United Methodist 
Church, 433 E. Main St., Hum-
melstown.

Enemy planes were not his 
only adversary. The 97-year-old 
veteran pilot was stationed in 
Alaska and the Aleutian Islands 
from 1942 to 1943, surviving 
some of  the most treacherous 
flying conditions in the world. 

The Detroit native was recog-
nized frequently during the war 
for his skill as a pilot and his 
leadership. He was promoted 
to first lieutenant ahead of  his 
classmates, was a major by age 
22, and received his commission 
as a lieutenant colonel by 1945. 

Brocklehurst never lost his 
passion for being in the air. He 
celebrated his 65th birthday by 
skydiving. In February 2017, at 
age 96, he made headlines by 
co-piloting a TF-51D Mustang, 
similar to the P-51 Mustangs he 
flew during the war. He even 
treated the gathering of  onlook-
ers to a loop and a barrel roll. 

The Central Pennsylvania 
WWII Roundtable is a nonprofit 
organization that provides a fo-
rum for World War II veterans, 
authors, historians and citizens 
to share their knowledge and 
experiences related to the war. 
Meetings, held the first Thurs-
day of  every month, begin at 7 
p.m. at the church. Anyone with 
an interest in World War II is 
invited to attend the meetings. 
There are no fees.

For information, contact 
Charlie Lloyd at charlie.cen-
tralpaww2rt@gmail.com or 
717-503-2862, or visit the or-
ganization’s website at www.
centralpaww2roundtable.org.
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Early deadlines for Press 
& Journal for holiday

In observance of  the Memorial 
Day holiday, the Press & Journal 
office and plant will be closed on 
Monday, May 28. 

For the May 30 edition of  the 
Press & Journal, the deadlines 
will be Friday, May 25: classified 
ads, 9 a.m.; public notices, 10 
a.m.; and yard sales, noon.

Dancing scheduled at 
Event Place on May 25

Dancing at the Event Place, 11 
S. Union St., Middletown, will 
be held from 8 to 11 p.m. Friday, 
May 25.

43rd Arts and Crafts Fair 
to be held at Hoffer Park

The 43rd annual Arts and 
Crafts Fair will be held from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, June 9 at 
Hoffer Park in Middletown. 

Admission is free. Featured 
will be more than 100 arts and 
crafts vendors as well as food, 
entertainment, a magician, 

“Ride the Rails for Cancer” train 
rides, and the fourth Commu-
nity Bake-Off Competition.

For information, visit middle-
townareahistoricalsociety.org.              

PSU Harrisburg offering 
summer sessions

Penn State Harrisburg, 777 W. 
Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, is 
offering two summer sessions. 

Session 1 is May 14 through 
June 22. Session 2 is June 27 
through Aug. 8.

Register by calling 717-948-6250 
or email hbgadmit@psu.edu.

Active shooter safety 
seminar is May 31

State Rep. Tom Mehaffie is 
hosting an active shooter safety 
seminar from 6 to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 31, at Lower Swatara 
Fire Department, 1350 Fulling 
Mill Road, Middletown.

The event will feature a pre-
sentation by the Derry Town-
ship Police Department on sur-
vival methods and responses to 
employ during an active shooter 

scenario.
Registration is required. Call 

to reserve a spot at 717-534-1323 
by May 29.

Middletown Swim Club 
sets opening day

The Middletown Swim Club, 
1100 N. Union St., Middletown, 
will open for the season on Mon-
day, May 28. 

The club is accepting new 
members. To join, go to middle-
townswimclub.org.

Community Day will be held 
Saturday, June 2, and is open to 
the public. 

There will be food, games and 
prizes.

Frey Village Strawberry 
Festival is June 2

Frey Village, 1020 N. Union 
St., Middletown, is sponsoring 
its annual Strawberry Festival 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
June 2. 

For more information, call 
888-995-8261 or visit www.freyvil-
lageseniorliving.org.

Average retail gasoline prices in 
Harrisburg rose 2.8 cents a gallon 
last week, averaging $2.96 a gallon 
Sunday, according to GasBuddy’s 
daily survey of  241 gas outlets in 
Harrisburg. 

This compares with the national 
average that increased 4.3 cents 
per gallon. 

In addition, GasBuddy found 
that summer travel is poised to 
plunge as a result of  high gas 
prices, according to GasBuddy’s 
2018 Summer Travel survey. 

According to the annual survey, 
only 58 percent of  respondents 
said they will take a road trip this 
summer, a 24 percent decrease 
from last year, while 39 percent 
cited high gas prices for impact-
ing their summer travel decisions, 

compared with 19 percent in 2017. 
Americans who are taking a 

road trip this summer aren’t cov-
ering as much ground. Only 31 
percent will be driving more than 
500 miles round trip, compared to 
56 percent in 2017.

Twenty-five percent fewer peo-
ple plan to take trips longer than 
one week this summer compared 
to last year, while weekend trips 
are up 17 percent.

With higher prices this summer, 

the No. 1 road trip fear is overpay-
ing at the pump, followed by the car 
breaking down and needing to use 
a restroom but unsure of  which 
gas stations have clean facilities, 
according to the survey.

When deciding where to stop, 
travelers care about convenience 
and price.

 The top three factors are con-
venient location, gas prices and 
curb appeal. 

Including the change in gas 
prices in Harrisburg last week, 
prices Sunday were 52.7 cents per 
gallon higher than the same day 
one year ago and are 6.2 cents per 
gallon higher than a month ago. 

The national average has in-
creased 16.1 cents per gallon dur-
ing the last month and stands 56.8 
cents per gallon higher than this 
day one year ago.

According to GasBuddy histori-
cal data, gasoline prices on May 21 
in Harrisburg have ranged widely 

over the last five years: $2.44 a gal-
lon in 2017, $2.37 a gallon in 2016, 
$2.75 a gallon in 2015, $3.73 a gallon 
in 2014 and $3.44 a gallon in 2013.

Areas near Harrisburg and their 
current gas price climate:
Lancaster: $2.99 a gallon, up 0.6 
cents from last week.
Reading: $3.01 a gallon, up 1 cent.
York: $2.96 a gallon, up 6.1 cents.

“For all those that have said 
summer travel will be unaffected, 
we offer thousands of  respondents 
who have strongly indicated that’s 
not true, especially as gas prices 
continue to climb,” said Patrick 
DeHaan, head of  petroleum analy-
sis for GasBuddy. “Motorists are 
absolutely becoming more price 
conscious as they make plans 
this summer. High gas prices are 
starting to eat away at the travel 
plans of  many, and the number 
will likely rise as gasoline prices 
appear poised to continue moving 
higher in the weeks ahead.”

Gas prices rise; survey says summer travel will be cut

Penn State Extension-Dau-
phin County Master Gardeners 
are available to answer garden-
ing questions through Oct. 31. 

The public is invited to call 
with gardening questions or 
bring in samples of  plants or 
insects from their gardens for 
analysis and/or diagnosis. 

All insects brought into the 
Penn State Extension-Dauphin 
County Office at 1451 Peters 
Mountain Road, Dauphin, 
must be dead and must be in 
a container preferably with 
isopropyl alcohol due to the bed 
bug problem. 

Penn State Extension-Dau-
phin County Master Gardeners 
Office hours are from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. 

The phone number is 717-
921-8803, or visit the website at 
extension.psu.edu/dauphin.

Master Gardeners 
are available to 
answer questions
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Pastor James Lyles, 10xBetter
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown
Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 717-215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary Church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has been 
our privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the 
good news has never changed in over 2000 years. 
We firmly hold to the Apostles Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resur-

rection for sinners we can and will be forgiven and saved from God’s 
wrath. Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. 

 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. We are located at the 
corner of  Spruce and Emaus 
streets here in Middletown. We 
have a fellowship meal following 
the 10:15 a.m. morning service 
on the first Sunday of  every 

month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes 
for all ages at 9 a.m. and a Bible 
Study each Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
We are now studying the power 
of  prayer. 

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are.

 Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assistants 
are as follows: Pastor – Lee El-
lenberger; Liturgist: Ken Frisbie; 
Organist – Don Cowsert; Sr. 

Choir Director – Erich Schlicher; 
Children’s Time – Lee Ellenberg-
er; Audio Visual – Steve Moyer, 
Jamal Warren and Justin Hahn; 
Head Usher – John Burkholder; 
Greeters: Angela Butler and 
Maryann Horner; Nursery Care-
givers – Deb Lidle, Joyce Moyer 
and our Sr. Choir members.

 This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., May 23: 6 p.m., Alco-
holics Anonymous Book Study 
Group; 6:30 p.m., Sr. Choir re-
hearsal in church sanctuary.

 Thurs., May 24: 1:30 p.m., Fun 
Photo Program.

 Sun., May 27: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school; 10:15 a.m., Sunday Wor-
ship Service. 

 Tues., May 29: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Evan.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Thurs., May 
24: 7:15 p.m., 
Choir.

 Mon., May 
28: Office closed Memorial Day.

 You are invited on Sunday, 
May 27 from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall for our Adult 
Forum, an opportunity to learn 
more about the Bible and issues 
of  concern to Christians. This 
week Nancy Shank will lead us 
in a study of  the Old Testament 
book of  Ruth. All are welcome as 
we study the Bible and reflect on 
how the scriptures can inform 
and inspire us to “walk the talk” 
in our daily lives and to be re-
sponsible and faithful Christians 
as we confront the critical issues 
of  our time.

 Please join us on Sunday, May 

27 at 10:30 a.m. as our Pastor 
Christian Neubaum leads us in 
worship. Our sanctuary is air-
conditioned and handicapped 
accessible, and there are also 
hearing devices for anyone want-
ing to use one. Nursery is avail-
able during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children 
to utilize during the service. Do 
join us! 

 Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat). For further in-
formation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 
10:45 a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages. 

 We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion. New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. 
We are handicap accessible via 

ramp at back door. For additional 
church information call 717-
944-9595. For security purposes 
our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that 
will be the front door.

 Sundays: Youth Fellowship 
meets every Sunday evening 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-
pate in these important areas of  
our church life.

 Contributions for support of  
Morningstar Pregnancy Services 
by filling baby bottles with mon-
ey, are being collected through 
Father’s Day.

Bible study on the movie “The 
Shack”, taught by Pam Eberly, 

will be Monday’s at 10:30 a.m. 
The public is welcome.

 Ushers for May: Paula and 
John Bidoli, Mary Mulka and 
Earl Peters. Children’s church 
leaders for May 27: Carol Helman 
and Terri O’Donnell.

 Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
made out of  nails and is illumi-
nated at night.  From spring to 
winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” In ad-
dition, he posts a pod cast of  Bi-
ble study many days on Facebook 
via YouTube. We invite everyone 
to tune him in for inspiration for 
their day.

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown is a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Please join us for 
worship. Our worship times are: Sunday morn-
ing worship at 10 a.m. Sunday Church School for 
all ages begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday morning at 
10 a.m.; Saturday evening at 5 p.m. Please enter 
the church through the parking lot door. Our 
Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. 
on WMSS 91.1FM.

Church and Community 
Events:

 Sat., May 26: 5 p.m., Holy Com-
munion – Good Shepherd Chapel.

 Sun., May 27: 10 a.m., Kierch 
Sunday (Kierch is located at High 
and Union Sts., Middletown).

 Save The Date: 
 Sun., June 3: 10 a.m., Spirit 

and Trust Band will lead wor-
ship; 3 p.m., Harrisburg Mando-
lin Ensemble. All are welcome, 
no tickets needed, (free will 
offering).

 Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 

Street, Royalton. Individuals may 
also take items directly to the 
food pantry, which is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 pm. The Community Action 
Commission office is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., at the same location. Food 
Pantry Sunday is June 3 (the first 
Sunday of  each month).

 Visit our website at www.stpe-
tersmiddletown.org.

 Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

 Scripture for May 27: Isaiah 
6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17; 
John 3:1-17.

By Jason Maddux
jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

A Middletown Area High 
School graduate who lives in 
Lower Swatara Township will 
be the Democratic challenger 
to state Rep. Tom Mehaffie in 
the 106th Pennsylvania House 
District race.

Jill Linta had 1,855 votes, with 
Derry Township resident Rob 
Myers, a graduate of  Lower Dau-
phin High School, at 1,684 votes 
in the May 15 primary.

The 106th includes Middle-
town, Royalton, Lower Swatara 
Township, Hummelstown, Derry 
Township, Conewago Township, 
and parts of  Swatara Township.

Mehaffie, the Republican 
incumbent who lives in  Lower 
Swatara Township, was unop-
posed in the primary in his bid 
for a second two-year term.

“When I was knocking on 
doors, I got so much enthusiasm 
and encouragement. People 
were thrilled that I was running 
because I'm an advocate for the 
community. They knew that I 
cared, that I was genuine, that 
I wasn't doing this for myself, 
that I was doing this for them. 
They could sense that. A lot of  
people were very excited about 
my campaign,” Linta said.

She said she was thought to be 
a longshot because Myers was 
better financed. 

“I knew it was going to be hard 
work but I had no idea how hard 
we'd have to work. My friends and 
I proved that when you really 
care about something and you 
give it your all you can actually 
win,” she said.

She said she talked with vot-
ers about the fact that so many 
people don't believe that govern-
ment is there for them “and that 
it's all helping each other stay 
in power and that people don't 
really have any hope anymore.” 

“It was nice for them to see 
that I'm a regular person. I have 
no connections, I have no money, 
and that I was willing to do this 
for them,” she said.

Now, she said, she has to win 
over Republicans and learn more 
about the issues. 

“What I plan to do is find the 
heart of  what we all care about 
and try to find ways that we can 
meet in the middle somewhere,” 
she said.

She said she plans to attend 
meetings and forums to help 
learn.

“For instance, with the opioid 
epidemic, I knew absolutely 
nothing about that. So I sat in 
on a forum at the Lower Swatara 
firehouse. And I got there and 
I learned. That's what I plan to 
do with everything. I will sit in 
on township meetings. I'll meet 
small-business owners. I'll do 
whatever I have to do to learn 
issues that the people care about 
because that's my job now,” she 
said.

Myers said it was exciting to 
see behind the curtain of  the 
political process and all the hard 
work that goes in to running a 
campaign.

“There are so many people out 
there who aren't seeing the real 
benefits of  this economy that is 
supposedly booming, if  you can 

afford to put 
money into 
your 401(k) 
every month 
and live that 
lifestyle. But 
that's not a lot 
of  people in 
the 106th,” he 
said.

He said one 
of  the people 
in Middletown 
he talked to is 
a state work-
er. “She'd do 
her 40 hours 
working for 
the state and 
then she 'd 
have to go and work another 20 
hours at Lowe’s,” he said. “That's 
just not where we should be. If  
you work 40 hours a week, you 
should be earning enough to earn 
a living, not just an existence. 
That was the message we were 
trying to portray. Government 
can do better. I don't think that 
just cutting paychecks and put-
ting an extra $40 in people's pock-
ets is enough to really sustain 
someone.”

He added: “We ran a campaign 
based on being a force for good 
and not delving into mudsling-
ing.”

He said he wasn’t sure if  he 
would run for office again.

“It just wasn't our year. Timing 
is everything. It just wasn't our 
time,” he said.

105th House District
In the 105th state House dis-

trict, including Lower Paxton, 
South Hanover and West Ha-
nover townships, primary vot-
ers decided who will succeed 
longtime Republican incumbent 
Ron Marsico, who is retiring at 
the end of  the 2017-18 legislative 
session.

Andrew Lewis of  Lower Pax-
ton Township won the Republi-
can nomination, defeating Adam 
G. Klein of  West Hanover Town-
ship, 4,633 to 2,625.

Lewis is an Army veteran and 
chief  operating officer of  Trades-
man Building Group.

Eric J. Epstein of  Lower Pax-
ton Township is unopposed on 
the Democratic ballot for the 
105th seat.

Congress
All of  Dauphin County is now 

in one congressional district, 
the new 10th District that was 
created as a result of  the state 
Supreme Court finding that the 
districts created in 2011 violated 
the state Constitution.

The Republican candidate 
in November will be U.S. Rep. 
Scott Perry of  Carroll Town-
ship in York County, who now 
represents the 4th Congressional 
District.

Five Democratic candidates 
ran for the seat, with George 
Scott of  Franklin Township, York 
County, coming out on top. He is 
a Lutheran pastor and Army vet-
eran.  He had 13,832 votes to 13,299 
for Shavonnia Corbin-Johnson 
of  York Township, York County.

Also running were Eric L. Fei-
gl-Ding of  Carlisle, Robert Alan 
Howe of  Carlisle, and Christina 
M. Hartman of  Harrisburg.

Linta will face 
Rep. Mehaffie 
for House seat

Linta

Myers
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Dear Editor...
Want to respond to the letters  

or articles you’ve read in  
the Press & Journal? 
Email the editor at

jasonmaddux@ 
pressandjournal.com
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Guess Who? answer: Mike Myers

Middletown man 
returns lost $100  
to Kuppy’s Diner
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

When Carol Kupp realized she 
had lost $100 belonging to Kuppy’s 
Diner, she and her co-owner 
husband Greg figured “it’s gone. 
Someone got lucky that day.”

Instead, it was the Kupps who 
got lucky, because the guy who 
found their money was Michael 
Cope.

Kupp after the diner closed 
May 4 had gone from the diner to 
a bank in Middletown to make a 
deposit and get money for change 
for Kuppy’s to reopen the next day.

The next morning, Greg opened 
up the register and said to Carol 
“I thought you got $5s.”

Carol thought she had, too. She 
checked the floor of  the diner and 
everywhere else she could think 
of. She asked the bank teller if  her 
numbers were off. They weren’t.

At about that point, Carol fig-
ured she had dropped the money 
somewhere, but had no idea where.

They got through Saturday all 
right. Working in the diner Sunday 
morning, Carol got a text from 
Middletown Police Sgt. Scott Yoder 
asking if  the Kupps were missing 
any money from the restaurant.

Carol wasn’t sure why Yoder was 
asking, although Yoder by chance 
had been at the bank the same time 
as Carol on May 4.

After she told him that $100 was 
missing, Yoder texted back to tell 
her that someone had brought the 
money to the police station and 
that Yoder would be bringing it 
back to Kuppy’s.

The 20 $5 bills were still clipped 
neatly together as they had been 
when Carol remembered the bank 
teller giving her the money. 

“The guy never even counted” 
the money after finding it, which 
to Carol was perhaps most amaz-
ing of  all.

That Sunday night when the 
Kupps told their daughter Rachel 
about it over dinner, Rachel said 
they had to find out who this per-
son was.

Rachel put a post on her Face-
book page, asking for any informa-
tion that would help the Kupps find 
the person and thank him.

The post went “viral,” Carol 
said, with hundreds of  people 
sharing the good-news story.

Carol work up Monday morning 
to find a private message from 
Michael Cope on the Kuppy’s 
Facebook page, saying that he and 
his wife Rose had found the money. 

Cope and Rose had been at Karns 
on Friday night, and on their way 
walking back to their home in 
Pineford found what at first looked 
like a piece of  paper lying in the 
parking lot next to the diner at 
about 10 p.m.

“I didn’t know it was money at 
first. I saw clips and it said $5 on it. 
I didn’t bother counting it,” Cope 
said. He figured it belonged to the 
diner because it was in the diner 
parking lot near the side door.

Carol now knows that she had 
dropped the money after coming 
from the bank and trying to get 
into the side door of  the diner, 
with her hands full.

The money had sat there from 
sometime during the day Friday 

afternoon, when Carol dropped it, 
for several hours until late Friday 
when it was discovered by the 
Good Samaritan. 

Cope didn’t know the Kupps. He 
had never even been in the diner, 
although he had wanted to go in 
sometime when he had the chance.

“I was like, this needs to be back 
to the rightful owner. I felt that 
they needed it. They earned it, so 
it got back to them,” said Cope, 
who has a landscaping business 
in Middletown. He and Rose have 
lived in Pineford for three years 
and they have two children, boys 
ages 8 and 2.

Carol at first wanted to give the 
Copes a free meal. Greg upped the 
ante to give the Copes a $100 gift 
certificate to the diner, equal to the 
amount of  money that they had 
found and returned to the owners.

“It’s nice to know there are some 
honest people walking around,” 
Greg said.

The Kupps met Cope for the 
first time through a meeting ar-
ranged by a television reporter  
who contacted Carol after seeing 
the explosion on Facebook.

Since then, Mike and his family 
have eaten in Kuppy’s twice. 

“I am going to keep going back 
because I like their food. They are 
very nice people as well,” Cope 
said of  the Kupps.

Other headlines
• VFW Post helps police buy 

life-saving helmets
• Shooting victim critical, 

brother charged

News from the May 23, 2012, edition of  the Press & Journal

HOROSCOPE  |  WEEK OF MAY 23
ARIES March 21-April 20
Aries, swirling emotions may 
be affecting your peace of 
mind. This may cause you 
to obsess and lose control if 
you let it. Try to stay calm and 
regain your perspective.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
Don’t be envious of other 
people’s relationships and 
possessions. You never know 
what is going on behind closed 
doors. Appreciate what you 
have.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
Interactions with others may 
be causing you to remain 
guarded, Gemini. Open 
yourself up a bit if you want 
to foster new friendships and 

relationships.

CANCER June 22-July 22
If you are fearing rejection, give 
yourself a much-needed pep 
talk and then hang out with 
good friends. Friends can help 
you regain your confidence. 

LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Try not to react without think-
ing things through, Leo. Knee-
jerk reactions are a surefire 
way to land yourself in trouble. 
Take a moment to think before 
offering a response.

VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
Virgo, openly expressing your 
thoughts and feelings can help 
you form close bonds with 
others. Share what is on your 

mind. True friends will com-
mend you for it.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Dedicate yourself to work for 
a few days so you can feel reli-
able and needed. Otherwise, 
you may flounder around for a 
little while seeking purpose. 

SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Consider volunteering with 
causes that are important to 
you, either in your community 
or on a grander scale. This will 
provide a sense of satisfaction. 

SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 23-Dec. 21
You may feel like taking a few 
risks or stepping outside of 
your comfort zone. Following 

your instincts can lead you to 
try things with confidence.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Socialize with people you care 
about. The pleasure of their 
company may be rejuvenating. 
Choose any type of occasion, 
whether intimate or grand.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
It may seem like lately you’re 
feeling extreme highs or lows. 
Soon things will settle down to 
a more even keel. Enjoy some 
escapism for now.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
A laundry list of responsibilities 
may be coming your way, Pi-
sces. Stay motivated and you 
can muscle through anything.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am a comic actor born in Ontario on May 25, 1963. 
My first acting job was in a commercial with Gilda 
Radner. I achieved fame on “Saturday Night Live,” 
where I met my “Wayne’s World” partner. I’ve also 
voiced a big, green ogre during my career.

It’s All Relative 
word search

Adoptive
Aunt
Authority
Baby
Birthday
Brother
Care

Celebrate
Census
Child
Companion
Compassion
Dad
Family
Foster
Friendly
Grandfather

Grandmother
Guardian
Hereditary
Household
Immediate
Lessons
Lineage
Maternal
Mom
Nurture

Parents
Paternal
Pets
Relative
Sister
Triplets
Twins
Uncle
Unit

WORD SEARCH  |  ANSWERS ARE ABOVE

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

SUDOKU  CROSSWORD  |  ANSWERS ARE ABOVE
ACROSS
 1. Color
 4. English prince
10. When you’ll get 

there
11. Pivot
12. Actinium
14. Greek letter
15. Primordial matter
16. One of a Polyne-

sian island
18. Most spacious
22. What you owe
23. Button-like orna-

ment
24. Ancient city
26. Trauma center
27. CNN anchor 

Burnett
28. Enough (archaic)
30. Lebowski’s nick-

name “The __”
31. Printing speed 

measurement
34. Waterbirds

36. WWI airship
37. Sudden attack
39. Advice
40. Sacs where fungi 

develop
41. Where instinc-

tive impulses are 
manifest

42. Schoolhouse 
implements

48. Brain parts
50. Borne by or sus-

pended in a liquid
51. Of the desert
52. Starbucks size
53. Ancient Roman 

garment
54. In a way, set 

aflame
55. Samarium
56. Heavenly bodies
58. Water in the solid 

state
59. Exchanged
60. Int’l organization

DOWN
 1. Regain
 2. A colorless odor-

less gas used as 
fuel

 3. Delicacies
 4. Spanish be
 5. Miami Heat great
 6. More slick
 7. Turn away
 8. Made a second 

thrust
 9. Where injured ball-

players end up
12. As quickly as can 

be done
13. Military disguise
17. __ and Dad
19. Mythological wind 

(Greek)
20. Slides without 

control
21. Principle or belief
25. Unusually large
29. Naturally occur-

ring solid material
31. Backsides
32. Large orange-

brown butterfly
33. Old Testament 

prophet
35. Women’s apart-

ments in a Muslim 
palace

38. One who waters 
down

41. Made a visual 
representation of

43. Continent
44. Flat pieces of rock
45. Very long period 

of time
46. Radioactivity 

units
47. Fields of study
49. Distinctive, pleas-

ant smell
56. The Constitution 

State (abbr.)
57. South Dakota

ANSWERS  |  PUZZLES ARE BELOW

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Carol Kupp of Kuppy's Diner, left, stands with Rose and Michael Cope at the 
diner.

‘It’s nice to know there are some 
honest people walking around’

Middletown has lost at least 
$1 million from its electric trust 
fund, a fund created to keep 
electric rates low for borough 
customers, over the last 13 years 
by investing the money improp-
erly, borough officials said.

The losses suffered by the 
trust, created by a 1999 settle-
ment between Middletown and 
MetEd over a lawsuit the utility 
filed to end a nearly 100-year-old 
sweetheart rate deal between the 
two, could reach “multiples of  
that,’’ once an audit of  the fund is 
completed, said Chris Courogen, 
interim borough manager and 
director of  communications.

Council voted 8-0 on Monday, 
May 21 to hire an attorney to 
explore “potential litigation’’ 
involving the investment of  
trust funds. The borough has 
a list of  potential firms it could 
hire, said President Christopher 

McNamara.
The trust began with about $19 

million paid by MetEd to settle 
its lawsuit to end a long-standing 
agreement with the borough to 
sell electricity to Middletown 
at a rate of  1 cent per kilowatt-
hour, a bargain-basement price. 
Middletown resold the electricity 
to residents and businesses to 
make money to fund its expenses.

The trust fund has more than 
$10 million, though the borough 
does not know exactly how much 
is in the fund, said Courogen. 
An auditor will determine how 
much remains and recreate 
investment scenarios from the 
past to determine how much may 
have been lost, he said.

Officials will also try to de-
termine who, if  anyone, is re-
sponsible for investing funds in 
instruments not allowed by the 
trust fund’s agreement.

Auditors say electric 
trust lost $1 millionRobert Doster kept his post-

season alive yet again, and it 
was with another gold-medal 
winning throw.

The Middletown senior 
launched a District 3 best and 
state runner-up throw of  200 
feet, 1 inch, to win the District 3 
javelin championship Saturday 
at Shippensburg University. 

He qualified for the state tour-
nament next week back at Ship-
pensburg, where Doster will be 
the No. 2 seed. District 7’s Billy 
Stanley, of  South Park, was the 
lone thrower to outdistance 
Doster on district weekend, by a 
jaw-dropping 27 feet, as Stanley 
picked up District 7 gold with a 
227-foot strike. 

Raider advances 
in state track
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On March 13, 2017, Middletown 
Borough Council went into execu-
tive session to “discuss potential 
litigation and no action was taken.”

That is according to the official 
minutes of  the March 21, 2017 
meeting, posted on the borough 
website.

And it is wrong. The council did 
take action. They hired the law 
firm Katten Muchin Rosenman 
LLP to provide “advice” on issues 
the council has with the 50-year 
lease of  the borough’s water and 
sewer systems to Suez and Middle-
town Water Joint Venture LLC. 

That action was done in execu-
tive session, which runs afoul of  
Pennsylvania’s Sunshine Act. But 
we know that it happened because 
on April 17, 2018 — almost 13 
months later — the borough de-
cided to retroactively ratify hiring 
Katten. The borough paid Katten 
$11,915.74 for legal services ren-
dered through April 30, 2017.

Hiring a law firm in executive 
session was not a one-time thing.

Also during the April 17 meet-
ing, council publicly ratified hir-
ing Dilworth Paxson, another law 
firm related to the water and sewer 
lease issue. Council had “unani-
mously concurred” to hire the 
firm during a March 6 closed-door 
executive session, according to 
Borough Manager Ken Klinepeter.

The meeting minutes of  March 
14, the next meeting following the 
vote, include a report on the March 
6 executive session: “Council Presi-
dent [Damon] Suglia noted the 
executive session held on March 6, 
2018 was held to discuss potential 
litigation and personnel with no 
action being taken.”

Again, that is incorrect, and the 
hiring was not proper.

“The Sunshine Act allows pri-
vate deliberation about pending or 

threatened litigation, but the law 
never allows official action, such as 
votes, to take place outside a public 
meeting,” Melissa Melewsky, 
media law counsel for the Pennsyl-
vania NewsMedia Association, told 
the Press & Journal.  

When asked about the Dilworth 
Paxson vote, Klinepeter said: “We 
were in a crunch — we had to get 
somebody on board. We had like 
three or four weeks to answer the 
statement. We had to get this group 
up to speed fast, so the engagement 
preceded the vote. It isn’t normally 
how you would do it.”

That might be the case, but his 
argument loses merit when that 
is exactly how the council did it a 
year before in the Katten Muchin 
Rosenman hiring. 

And a time crunch does not 
exempt a government entity from 
working within the Sunshine Act.

We are disappointed the council 
handled these hirings in this man-
ner, in an apparent effort to keep 
the Suez concerns from becoming 
public. In March 2017, there were 
no hints that a little more than a 
year later, the borough would be in 
litigation with Suez. The borough 
on April 16 sued the joint venture, 
which includes Suez, in Dauphin 
County Court, seeking to block 
Suez from imposing an 11.5 percent 
surcharge being added to water 
and sewer bills, because the com-
pany said water sales fell below a 
target during the first three years 
of  the lease. The suit was trans-
ferred to federal court, where a 

hearing on the borough’s request 
to block the surcharge was sched-
uled for Tuesday, after the Press & 
Journal’s deadline.

There are two issues here: the 
lack of  transparency in hiring 
law firms and spending borough 
money, and the secrecy in which 
the issues with Suez were handled.

Let’s briefly discuss the Suez 
issue: The borough had problems 
with the lease in early 2017 but 
did not divulge those opinions to 
the public. The issue was never 
discussed during a public session 
of  the council. But those concerns 
were so deep-rooted that it hired a 
law firm to seek advice. The public 
didn’t know that until a year later.

While we respect that negotia-
tions sometimes are better done in 
private, what good did it do bor-
ough residents for council to keep 
it quiet until only days before Suez 
announced it planned to impose 
a 11.5 percent surcharge on water 
and sewer bills? Were they simply 
trying to avoid the headache that 
could arise when residents found 
out about the higher water and 
sewer bills?

With regard to the improper hir-
ing of  two law firms in executive 
session, these are only two instanc-
es that the Press & Journal learned 
about. We don’t yet know if  there 
are more. We hope it is not the 
case. We urge the current council 
to bring any other past instances to 
light and make them right.

Klinepeter took the blame for 
the March 6 vote because he was 
out of  the office on a personal mat-
ter. But it is each council member’s 
obligation to be aware that a vote 
such as this should not be taken 
in executive session. It’s not solely 
Klinepeter’s responsibility to raise 
that issue.

Courts have allowed government 

agencies to “cure” a suspected Sun-
shine Act violation by doing it right 
the second time around, Melewsky 
told us, and it is not likely that a 
court would find a violation and 
impose a penalty for a one-time 
issue. But this has happened twice, 
and a remedy should be a one-time 
thing, not a regular occurrence, 
she said.

Melewsky said any agency 
undertaking a “cure” should make 
the facts clear to the public and 
“pledge better compliance in the 
future to restore and maintain the 
public trust.” We don’t think coun-
cil has done that.

In more extreme cases, Me-
lewsky said, the Sunshine Act 
allows a judge to impose criminal 
and civil penalties if  a violation 
occurred, and a court could invali-
date action found to violate the law. 
The court can impose injunctions 
on the agency to ensure future 
compliance, and level penalties in 
the form of  attorney fees. From a 
criminal perspective, it is a crime 
to intentionally violate the law, 
with a first offense punishable with 
up to a $1,000 fine plus court costs.

“There is no oversight agency 
that polices Sunshine Act compli-
ance; the law is citizen enforced, so 
it falls to the public to keep watch 
and seek redress for suspected 
violations,” she said.

So it’s possible a resident of  the 
borough could take legal action 
over what potentially could be two 
violations of  the Sunshine Act.

Our bottom line is this: The 
borough council should not let this 
happen again, and it should strive 
to be transparent in all matters.

We hope to chalk this up as a les-
son learned. 

However, if  more such issues 
from the past come to light, legal 
steps might need to be taken.

EDITORIALVIEW

Council votes in private a concern

The following comments are in re-
sponse to both an article and an edito-
rial in the May 16 Press & Journal with 
respect to parking problems resulting 
from college students in rental proper-
ties, and to an article in the previous 
week’s edition in regard to occupancy 
restrictions on rental property in 
Middletown and the parking problems 
attendant to them.

Statements made by Diana McGlone 
in the May 9 article contending that 
borough zoning regulations are “tar-
geting landlords like her and targeting 
Penn State Harrisburg students as 
well” are entirely correct. That is the 
stated intent of  the existing regula-
tion: “to preserve the existing resi-
dential nature of  the neighborhoods 
… and to deter people from buying 
up and renovating homes in order to 
rent them to Penn State Harrisburg 
students” as quoted in articles. I think 
most homeowners in town would agree 
that is exactly as the situation should 
be and that the only people who would 
possibly take issue with the current 
ordinance are those like the McGlones 
who are in fact buying up real estate in 
town for the very purpose of  renting it 
to Penn State Harrisburg students — 
all without any regard whatsoever for 
the impact of  their actions on the sur-
rounding neighborhoods.

A subsequent statement to the effect 
that Ms. McGlone’s request to change 
the ordinance to give her free reign to 
continue to do what she’s been doing is 
somehow for the “benefit of  the entire 
community” is utter nonsense. She 
and her father, who live in a part of  the 
borough zoned differently and who will 
never have to endure student noise and 
parking issues themselves, would be 
the only beneficiaries of  such changes, 
and at the expense of  the rest of  us 
who live in areas zoned R2.

Further, any argument to the effect 
that there is some kind of  economic 
benefit to the larger community from 
having Penn State students renting 
and living in town is also nonsense. 

The only economic benefit accruing 
is to the landlords who are collecting 
rent from students while negatively 
impacting our neighborhoods. That 
income then goes into buying up more 
property, resulting in more of  the same 
kinds of  problems with parking and 
noise we’re already facing. 

The fact is that Penn State students 
are here impacting the local economy 
in exactly the same way regardless of  
whether they live on or off campus. In 
actual fact, the most likely economic 
effect of  a change in the zoning regula-
tion or granting of  variances would 
be negative: a further decline in local 
property values resulting from the 
“student effect” on residential parking, 
traffic and increased nuisance noise 
levels. If  you doubt this, you haven’t 
been reading the repeated complaints 
in past Press & Journal editions from 
residents of  North Wood Street, Dau-
phin Avenue, Young Avenue and West 
High Street adjacent to student hous-
ing closer to the campus.

I am not unsympathetic to the finan-
cial concerns of  students who need “af-
fordable” housing to be able to attend 
Penn State Harrisburg, and I’m sorry 
if  the enforcement of  our current oc-
cupancy ordinance or my comments 
make some of  these students feel un-
welcome in town, but the unfortunate 
fact for the borough and for those of  us 
who live here year round is that in to-
day’s world, the majority of  Penn State 
Harrisburg students bring a vehicle 
of  some sort with them to college. It is 
their cars and their noise that are un-
welcome, not the students themselves. 

Students need to understand that 
they are bringing more vehicles to a 
town that already has way too many, 
where on-street parking is already 
saturated and where there is no pos-
sible way to expand residential park-
ing beyond that which is already here. 
Students insisting on bringing vehicles 
with them to campus would be doing 
themselves and the rest of  us a favor to 
choose to live either on campus or on 

Campus Heights where there is more 
than sufficient parking for student 
vehicles. There are numerous other 
students living in town who walk, 
skateboard or bike to the campus. 
They are more than welcome in town 
and not a problem for anyone.

The student vehicle presence off-
campus within the borough puts a 
strain on residential parking every-
where in the borough, and not just 
on Water Street. The McGlones own 
a property across the street from my 
house in the 200 block of  Spring Street 
that has been divided into multiple 
student apartments. While there is a 
lot behind it as required for off-street 
parking of  its tenants, a number of the 
students who reside there insist on 
parking on the street instead, worsen-
ing an already tight parking situa-
tion for property owners and renters 
elsewhere on the street. This and 
noise from end-of-semester parties is a 
continuing annoyance for those of  us 
who live in that block of  Spring Street. 
Absent the strict enforcement of  occu-
pancy codes, these kinds of  problems 
are only going to get worse throughout 
the borough and none of  us wants 
parking and noise problems any worse 
than they already are.

Landlords such as the McGlones are 
part and parcel of  the parking and nu-
merous other problems in Middletown 
and need to be held accountable for the 
mess they are creating for the rest of  
us. They have a responsibility to all of  
the citizens of  the borough the same as 
any other property owners. 

Dennis McGlone’s assertion at the 
zoning hearing that the borough is 
“making landlords into police” is 
typical of  landlords attempting to 
duck their community responsibility. 
Apparently he thinks his responsibil-
ity begins and ends with collecting 
and depositing rent checks. What the 
borough is asking is that landlords act 
responsibly and do their due diligence 
in ensuring conformance to zoning 
laws when vetting potential tenants. 

That should be the absolute minimum 
required of  all landlords.

I would agree with the Press & Jour-
nal in its recent editorial on the subject 
of  parking on just two points: first, that 
borough ordinances should be changed 
to prohibit boats, trailers and motor 
homes from being parked on-street 
anywhere in the borough; and second, 
that the existing regulation limiting 
occupancy to two unrelated persons, 
if  allowed to stand, must be enforced 
uniformly throughout the borough, 
with stiff fines for landlords who don’t 
comply. 

And that’s just for starters. Much 
more needs to be done to address 
residential parking issues about which 
I may have more to say in future letters 
to the editor. 

In the meantime, I strongly take is-
sue with any suggestion that landlords 
be allowed to apply for variances for 
either occupancy or parking. The laws 
need to be tightened not loosened when 
landlords are behaving as they are and 
the rest of  us are forced to deal with 
the consequences of  their irresponsi-
bility. 

I would add that if  current occu-
pancy ordinances are allowed to stand 
as written, council should take action 
immediately to require that all residen-
tial leases executed for rental property 
within the limits of  the borough con-
tain language specific to the current 
ordinance’s definition of  “family” and 
clearly stating its effect on limiting the 
number of  unrelated residents who 
may occupy a single residence. 

Requesting proof  of  relationship 
status of  anyone via marriage and/or 
birth certificate is neither an extraor-
dinary measure nor is it uncommon in 
other situations. If  those documents 
are required of  a person for any valid 
reason, that person can typically man-
age to produce them. I would think 
twice about renting to anyone who 
couldn’t.

Larry Smith
Middletown

PSU student’s cars, not students themselves, are issue
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Working families are, as usual, get-
ting the short end of  the stick from 
the new Trump-GOP tax law. Huge tax 
cuts that mostly go to the wealthy and 
corporations are exploding the national 
debt and threaten deep cuts to essential 
public services such as Social Security, 
Medicare, Medicaid and education.

Not only are the tax cuts unwise, 
they’re unfair. Corporations saw their 
tax rate slashed from 35 percent to 21 
percent. Wealthy CEOs, who are mem-
bers of  the top 1 percent, are getting a 
tax cut that averages more than $51,000 
a year. The bottom three-fifths of  the 
population, people making less than 
$86,000 a year, will get a tax cut of  about 
$1 a day on average.

It’s no accident. The priorities of  
President Donald Trump and congres-
sional Republicans in crafting their 
tax overhaul were clear: reward their 
wealthy political backers, and in many 
cases, themselves. 

The biggest winners are often the 
least deserving. Pharmaceutical compa-
nies keep jacking up prescription drug 
prices. Health insurance companies 
will make out well, too, even as they 
keep raising premiums.

The Koch brothers and their com-
pany could save more than a billion dol-
lars a year. So it’s not surprising they’re 
planning to spend up to $400 million 
in upcoming congressional elections 
to protect their windfall. It’s a profit-
able political investment. Maybe you’ve 
heard companies are sharing their tax 
cuts with workers through bonuses 
and pay hikes. That’s what corpora-
tions would like you to think; but think 
again. Trickle down is not working 
today, and it did not work in the past.

According to a comprehensive track-
ing website by Americans for Tax 
Fairness, only 385 out of  26 million U.S. 
businesses provided any bonuses or 
wage hikes due to Trump tax cuts. Most 
are one-time bonuses, not permanent 
wage increases. Just 6.3 million out of  
148 million workers, or 4 percent, have 
gotten one-time bonuses or wage hikes 
tied to the tax cuts. Already, it is esti-
mated that 126 corporations will get $61 
billion in tax breaks this year from the 
Trump tax law. That’s nine times more 
than the $6.5 billion that corporations 
have pledged to hand out to workers in 
one-time bonuses and wage hikes.

Where are most of  the tax cuts going? 
To wealthy investors and CEOs. Compa-
nies have committed to spend 39 times 
more on stock buybacks, which over-
whelmingly benefit the rich, than they 
have on employee bonuses and wages 
— $253 billion vs. $6.5 billion.

Far from closing loopholes for special 
interests, the law creates new ones. 
Wealthy business owners such as 
Trump were given extra carve-outs.

Someone must pay the bill for all 
these tax giveaways — and that some-
one is you. Trump’s proposed budget 
for next year cuts $1.7 trillion from 
health care funding, Social Security 
disability programs, college tuition aid, 
and food aid, and many other services 
working families rely on to get by.

As soon as the GOP tax bill seemed 
on track to passage, House Speaker 
Paul Ryan announced it was time to 
turn to “entitlement reform” — which 
is just a fancy term for cutting Social 
Security, Medicare and Medicaid.

The system is rigged against working 
families. Tax reform should level the 
playing field, not tilt it further in favor 
of  the wealthy and well-connected.

We need to repeal the Trump-GOP tax 
cuts for the rich and corporations. Then 
we can use that money to strengthen 
Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, 
education and other vital public invest-
ments, such as infrastructure.

Senate Democrats have a $1 trillion 
plan to build roads, improve water qual-
ity, unclog airports, expand broadband 
and attend to many other long-neglect-
ed needs. They would pay for it by roll-
ing back some of  the Trump tax cuts.

Last year’s rushed tax bill was 
principally a payoff to wealthy political 
donors. By repealing the tax giveaways 
to wealthy individuals and profitable 
corporations, and investing that money 
in  communities, we can make the sys-
tem work better for working families.

Frank Clemente is executive director of  
Americans for Tax Fairness.

Corporate 
tax cuts not 
trickling down 
to workers

Our bottom line is this: The 
borough council should not let 
this happen again, and it should 
strive to be transparent in all 
matters.
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A group of Middletown Area High School prom-goers celebrate at Tattered Flag Brewery & Still Works before Saturday’s dance, which was held at the high school for the first time since 1966. See 
more photos on the front page and at www.pressandjournal.com.

MAHS Prom 2018: Back to the high school
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Danny Mercado and Rowan Sessa.

 SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODY ZORBAUGH

Nikita Neiswender and Marshall Myers.
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Christina Hutson dances with fellow prom-goers.
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Andrina Roller takes a break.
SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Zeryab Ibrahim and Kayla Finsterbush at Tattered Flag.
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Jade Senior and Brady Fox.
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Jocilyn Koser and Tyreer Mills.
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BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Mason Garza and Bryce Schwalm.
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Jacob Spear and Keely Lombardi.
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