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2018: A special 
section  INSIDE

Local boy heads 
to White House B1

TMI FAILS TO SELL A4

Public notices in this 
week’s Press & Journal
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Estate of  
Elizabeth Chakon. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Rose 
Rinaldo. A4
• LONDONDERRY TWP: Estate of  
Joyce Cooper. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Rich-
ard Fox III. A4
• SWATARA TWP: Estate of  
June Yetter. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  
Mary Lehman. A4

By Dan Miller 
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Former Middletown council 
member Ben Kapenstein testified 
May 22 that up until recently he 
considered the 50-year lease of  the 
borough’s water and sewer system 
his “proudest accomplishment” 
while in office.

Kapenstein, Mayor James H. 
Curry III and borough manager 
Ken Klinepeter all testified during 
a hearing in federal court in Har-
risburg to consider Middletown’s 
April request for an injunction 

to block a 11.5 percent surcharge 
that has been added to water and 
sewer bills.

Suez is the private company 
that runs Middletown’s water and 
sewer systems under the lease that 
council and the former borough 
authority approved on Sept. 29, 
2014. The lease went into effect on 
Jan. 1, 2015.

Suez says the surcharge is re-
quired under the lease to make 
up for lost revenue to Middletown 
Water Joint Venture LLC resulting 
from a water sales shortfall in the 
first three years of  the lease, from 

January 2015 through December 
2017.

Kapenstein testified May 22 that 
had he known the lease would 
result in a “double digit” increase 
in water and sewer rates in 2018, 

he never would 
have voted for 
the deal. He 
was re-elected 
to a two-year 
term in 2017, 
but resigned 
from council 
on May 1.

A decision on 
the injunction request is up to 
federal Chief  Judge Christopher 
C. Conner, who is assigned the 
case and who presided over the 
hearing.

Conner did not say how soon 

he will decide on the borough’s 
challenge.

The borough contends the 
lease formula used to calculate a 
shortfall is such that the borough 
cannot avoid a shortfall, thereby 
guaranteeing what lawyers for the 
borough say is a financial “wind-
fall” for the joint venture, which 
consists of  Suez and private equity 
investors backing the Middletown 
lease deal.

Besides seeking the injunction 
to block the 11.5 percent surcharge 
now in effect, the borough lawsuit 
seeks to change the water sales 

shortfall formula to make it fairer 
to the borough.

Was potential issue obvious?
The hearing revolved around 

issues that lawyers for both sides 
already brought out in papers filed 
in the case.

Lawyers for the joint venture 
and Suez say that council and the 
authority knew of, or should have 
known of, the economic ramifica-
tions of  the water sales shortfall 
when council and the authority 

Key borough officials testify in Suez case

Curry Kapenstein Klinepeter

Please see SUEZ, page A2

‘DON’T EVER LET THIS BE FINISHED’

STAFF PHOTOS BY DAN MILLER

Army Staff Sgt. Travis Goebel delivers the keynote address. From left behind Goebel are retired Army Sgt. 1st Class Richard Huber, who was parade grand 
marshal; master of ceremonies Dominic D. DiFrancesco; and Father Ted Keating of Seven Sorrows. See more photos at www.pressandjournal.com.

By Dan Miller 
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The tradition of  honoring the 
nation’s fallen military heroes 
was kept alive in Middletown with 
the annual Memorial Day parade 
and ceremony at the Union Street 
Cemetery on Monday.

This year’s event had some 
challenges, master of  ceremo-
nies Dominic D. DiFrancesco, 
past national commander of  the 
American Legion, said in opening 
the commemorative service at the 
cemetery.

There were no chairs for the 
Middletown Area High School 
Band, and the American flag atop 
the pole was frayed and in need of  
replacement, DiFrancesco said.

But what made the event was the 
many people who gave up part of  
their holiday weekend to show up, 
DiFrancesco said as he surveyed 
the crowd in front of  him.

“Don’t ever let this be finished 
— always come out,” he said.

Much of  America has lost its 
connection to Memorial Day 
and what it stands for, said guest 
speaker Army Staff Sgt. Travis 
Goebel, who is 19th District com-
mander of  the American Legion.

In place of  solemn ceremonies 
honoring those who gave their 
lives for the freedoms we enjoy 
today, Memorial Day for a growing 
percentage of  the country is just 
“a three-day weekend or a major 
shopping day,” Goebel said.

“In some places these ceremo-

nies continue, like here. As you 
see, you being present at this event 
shows that you remember the 
true meaning of  Memorial Day. 
You came here today to honor our 
fallen comrades by your presence. 

You understand that on Memo-
rial Day, we honor the ideals and 
values those fallen service men 
and women stood for and died 
defending.”

Over a million men and women 
have had their lives “cut short” 
while fighting in wars since the 
American Revolution, Goebel 
noted.

He told the stories of  just a few 
who are representative of  the 
many, including 2nd Lt. Frank 
Luke Jr., the first pilot to receive 
the Medal of  Honor after being 
killed in World War I; and 1st Lt. 
Sharon Ann Lane, the only female 
nurse to be killed by enemy fire 

during the Vietnam War.
The sacrifices continue today, 

as driven home by the April 3, 
2018 death of  four Marines who 
perished in a helicopter crash 
during a training exercise in South 
Carolina.

“The heroes that we remember 
today are not exclusive to any 
gender, race, or religion. They 
are a diverse group wedded in the 
common principle that America is 
a nation worth dying for,” Goebel 
said. 

Middletown community gathers to mark Memorial Day with parade, ceremony

By Dan Miller 
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

After the Feb. 14 mass shoot-
ing in Parkland, Florida, in 
which 17 people were killed at 
a school, the president of  Phoe-
nix Contact USA was driving to 
work in Lower Swatara Town-
ship when 
he decided 
“enough is 
enough.”

Jack Ne-
hlig called 
the owners 
of  Phoenix 
Contact in 
G e r m a n y 
and asked if  the company lo-
cally could do something to 
“greatly accelerate” the school 
district making needed safety 
and security enhancements 
to better protect students and 
staff.

“I said to my bosses, ‘This 
is a horrible thing. I think we 
should try to help,’” Nehlig told 
the Press & Journal on Thurs-
day. “We are a big neighbor in 
this school district. They said, 
‘Go ahead, Jack.’”

That’s how Phoenix Contact 
became the “anonymous do-
nor” that school district Super-
intendent Lori Suski has been 
referring to in recent school 
board meetings.

Located on Fulling Mill Road, 
Phoenix Contact USA has more 

MASD’s 
mystery
donor is
revealed
Phoenix Contact 
giving at least 
$100,000 for 
school safety

Nehlig

Please see DONOR, page A2

Middletown Area Middle School 
student Grant Garner recites the 
Gettysburg Address.

A parade up Union Street preceded the Memorial Day ceremony Monday. 

“You understand that on 
Memorial Day, we honor 
the ideals and values 
those fallen service men 
and women stood for and 
died defending.”

Army Staff Sgt. Travis Goebel

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

After 18 years on the job, the 
big rig that “puts the wet stuff 
on the red stuff” is showing 
wear and tear and soon has to 
be replaced, Middletown Fire 
Chief  Kenny Whitebread Jr. 
told borough council on May 16.

The price tag to replace the 
Middletown Volunteer Fire De-
partment’s 2000 pumper truck 
with a new unit is $650,000 to 
$700,000.

The borough has $136,000 in 
a fund to help the department 
buy new equipment. The pump-
er has trade-in value or can be 
sold to a third-party vendor, 
but the department will need 
outside revenue to pay for the 
new apparatus, the chief  said.

Fire chief: 
Cost of new 
pumper is 
$650,000

Please see PUMPER, page A3

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

During the school year, chil-
dren readily have access to hot, 
nutritious meals.

During the summer, how-
ever, families are tasked with 
providing those meals for their 
children. 

Enter the Middletown Area 
School District.

For years, the district has run 
a free summer meals program, 
said MASD school nutrition 
programs coordinator Tony 
Colemire. The three sites are 
Middletown Area High School, 
the War Memorial Field conces-
sion stand at Fink Elementary 
School, and St. Peter’s Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church. 

The program is funded 
through the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Education that 
received funds through the U.S. 
Department of  Agriculture. 
The program runs from June 
11 to Aug. 10 at St. Peter’s and 
Fink and through Aug. 3 at the 
high school.  

The benefits of  the program 
are numerous, Colemire said.

“During the school year, 
kids who qualify for free and 
reduced meals know they will 
get free breakfast and lunch. 
In the summer, they don’t have 

Free meals 
available to 
youngsters 
in summer

Please see MEALS, page A3
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1020 N. Union Street  Middletown, PA  www.FreyVillageSeniorLiving.org

For more information, please contact  
Activities Director Tracy Klein at 1-888-995-8261.

This event benefits Frey Village’s Activities Fund.

Frey Village's Annual

June 2  8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Come & enjoy 200 lbs. of strawberries served in a 
variety of ways, plus a silent auction, jewelry sale, 

book sale, raffle, and an assortment of vendors,  
including Promise Ranch Ministries petting zoo 

(petting zoo admission - $1 per person).  

Homemade candy will be available,  
and food from Up In Smoke BBQ and  

Catering, Inc. food truck.

Festival
StrawberryStrawberry
Festival

Event open to the Community

 
  

5-16-5-30-FV-PressJourn-2018.indd   1 5/4/18   1:16 PM

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

See Don For:
Your Best Deal For New 
& Used Cars & Trucks

DON STAGO Bus. 234-4444 Cell 940-4963
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg

Sutliff

Frey Village Strawberry 
Festival is June 2

Frey Village, 1020 N. Union 
St., Middletown, is sponsoring 
its annual Strawberry Festival 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Satur-
day, June 2. 

For more information, call 
888-995-8261 or visit www.
freyvillageseniorliving.org.

PSU Harrisburg offering 
summer sessions

Penn State Harrisburg, 777 
W. Harrisburg Pike, Middle-
town, is offering two summer 
sessions: Session 1 is May 14 
through June 22; Session 2 is 
June 27 through Aug. 8.

Register by calling 717-948-
6250 or by emailing hbgadmit@
psu.edu.

Churchill Cemetery 
meeting is June 25

Churchville Cemetery, Ober-
lin, is having its annual meet-
ing at 6 p.m. Monday, June 25. 

The purpose of  the meeting 
is election of  officers.

43rd Arts and Crafts 
Fair at Hoffer Park

The 43rd annual Arts and 
Crafts Fair will be held from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, June 9, 
at Hoffer Park in Middletown. 

Admission is free. Featured 
will be more than 100 arts and 
crafts vendors as well as food, 

entertainment, a magician, 
“Ride the Rails for Cancer” 
train rides, and the fourth 
Community Bake-Off Competi-
tion.

For information, visit 
middletownareahistoricalsoci-
ety.org.              

Highspire Historical 
Society event is June 2

Highspire Historical Society 
is sponsoring its Open House 
from 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday, June 
2, at The Wilson House, 273 2nd 
St., Highspire. 

John Ziats and Jeannie Dun-
away will speak on ghosts, lore 
and legends of  Middletown.

Parking is available by turn-
ing right on Lumber Street 
to Lusk Avenue, going past a 
small garage on the right, and 
pulling in the yard to park.

Light refreshments will be 
available. For more informa-
tion, call 717-939-0385 or 717-
566-6828.

Open house at North 
Forge Home Heating

Celebrating its 37th anniver-
sary, North Forge Home Heat-
ing Inc., 1865 Horseshoe Pike, 
Annville, is sponsoring its open 
house from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, June 7; 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Friday, June 8; and 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Saturday, June 9. 

For more information, visit 
northforgeheating.com or call 
717-867-1744.

TOWN TOPICS

than 550 employees, many of  
whom have children who attend 
Middletown Area School District.

Suski before revealing the iden-
tity told the board that the donor 
intended to provide financial as-
sistance in the range of  “about 
six figures.”

“It will be at least that,” Nehlig 
said.

Nehlig, at Suski’s urging, agreed 
to allow his and the company’s role 
in helping the district to be made 
public, after a May 9 article was 
published in the Press & Journal 
about the school board hiring a pri-
vate consulting firm to do a “risk 
and vulnerability assessment” of  
all five Middletown Area School 
District schools, at a cost of  $11,900.

The school district last week 
received a check from Phoenix 
Contact USA covering the entire 
amount, Suski said in an email to 
the Press & Journal, in which she 
also identified Nehlig and Phoenix 
Contact as being the anonymous 
donor.

More assistance coming
That’s just the start of  the fi-

nancial assistance that Phoenix 
Contact USA has committed to 
regarding safety and security at 
the school district.

The district hopes to receive 
a report with recommendations 
from Mechanicsburg-based Vul-
nerability Solutions Group LLC 
sometime in June, so that at least 
some of  the needed enhancements 
can be in place by the start of  the 
2018-19 school year.

Nehlig said he has asked Suski to 
provide him with a proposal based 
on the recommendations to come 
in the report.

“I will tell you what we can af-
ford, and we also offered to help 
the district raise money” if  the 
cost of  implementing the recom-
mendations is beyond the amount 
Phoenix Contact can pay.

Nehlig added that it’s up to the 
school board what specific safety 
and security enhancements are 
to be put in place, not Phoenix 
Contact.

“They will decide their priorities 
and we will sit down with them” 
regarding how to pay for the rec-

ommendations. “My guess is it 
will be a series of  things over the 
next year.”

School board President Linda 
Mehaffie in an emailed statement 
to the Press & Journal said: “The 
school board is very grateful to 
Phoenix Contact, Jack Nehlig. We 
take the safety of  our schools very 
seriously and appreciate their 
financial gift to help us enhance 
the efforts to keeping our children 
safe.”

Nehlig said that his bosses in 
Germany have not given him a 
“specific number” as to how much 
money the company can donate to 
the school district. 

As Nehlig noted in a letter to 
Suski confirming the company’s 
commitment in writing, “we do 
not have an unlimited checkbook 
for these efforts.”

However, Nehlig went on to 
write in the letter that Phoenix 
Contact’s support “will be sig-
nificant so that Middletown Area 
School District can accelerate its 
safety and security efforts.”

Tax cuts help
One of  the reasons Phoenix Con-

tact USA can provide this financial 
assistance to the school district is 
the corporate tax cuts that were 
put in place by the federal govern-
ment in 2018, Nehlig said.

“I have more money in my 
checkbook than I originally 
planned,” he said. “You can use 
that for anything. Owners can put 
it in their pockets. They can make 
capital investments. They can give 
it back to their employees. We are 
using some of  that money to help 
the school district accelerate their 
safety and security efforts.”

“Accelerate” is a word that Ne-
hlig used multiple times during his 
interview. Middletown and other 
school districts cannot wait for the 
government to solve the problem.

Last straw
The Parkland shooting was “the 

infamous last-straw mentality,”  
Nehlig said. “I am just tired of  the 
political debates about this topic. 
Communities should solve their 
problems.”

“While the country is going to 
have a gun debate lasting for years, 
that should not preclude schools 
being safe and secure,” he added. 
“Why do we as a society need to 
wait for big political debates to 
occur? Neighbors should come 
together and solve a problem. We 
are a business, we benefit from all 
these wonderful people who work 
here. We pay a huge real estate 
tax bill, but it’s time for people 
to do more. It’s time to solve the 
problem. If  the government was 
solving this quickly maybe I never 
would have made the phone call.”

The May 18 school shooting in 
Santa Fe, Texas, where 10 more 
people were killed is “further 
proof that we need to do something 
quicker.”

Nehlig also said repeatedly that 
this story is not about himself, or 
about Phoenix Contact USA.

He hopes that Phoenix Contact 
USA going public with its donation 
will spur other companies to dig 
into their pocketbook, to help their 
respective school districts be safer 
and more secure.

“I only pray this is happening in 
every school district,” Nehlig said 
regarding Phoenix Contact pro-
viding financial support. “There 
are a lot of  people out there with 
money from that tax cut. I sure 
hope other people are thinking 
this way.”

Nehlig lives in Lancaster, where 
his three sons have all graduated 
from public schools in Manheim 
Township.

Born and raised in Montgomery 
County, Nehlig worked for Honey-
well in Illinois for 19 years before 
becoming president of  Phoenix 
Contact USA in Middletown in 
November 2001.

He said he wishes that Phoenix 
Contact USA could provide this 

same level of  financial assistance 
to all the school districts repre-
sented by the more than 550 people 
who work at the company here.

“We can’t afford” that, Nehlig 
said.

Has helped MASD for years
Phoenix Contact USA has as-

sisted the school district in lower-
key ways than this over a number 
of  years.

Suski noted that for at least the 
last 18 years Phoenix Contact has 
sponsored an annual Christmas 
party for more than 100 under-
privileged elementary school 
students.

“Their employees are incredibly 
generous each year in purchasing 
gifts for the children and providing 
a special dinner and a fun after-
noon for them each year around 
the holiday season,” Suski said.

Phoenix Contact is one of  the 
school district’s local business 
partners in the district’s Pathways 
program, which helps students 
decide on a career.

The company has made dona-
tions to school parent-teacher 
organizations, Nehlig said, adding 
that he recalls donating a popcorn 
machine to a PTO at one time. 
Phoenix Contact also makes its 
employees available to serve as 
mentors in the schools.

Phoenix Contact USA makes 
automation and control products 
for all sorts of  factories.

“We make the electrical prod-
ucts that go in the machines 
to make the machines do their 
thing,” Nehlig said.

Phoenix Contact USA has been 
in Lower Swatara Township for 
more than 35 years.

Fifteen years ago, about 200 
people worked at Phoenix Contact 
USA here. That number has al-
most tripled since then, due to the 
growth of the company’s business.

“We just happen to be a really 
good company that comes out 
with innovative products all the 
time. The owners let us invest in 
our business here.”

Phoenix Contact worldwide has 
17,000 employees, with global sales 
of  about $2.2 billion in 2017. 

Nehlig said he is not at liberty to 
disclose sales of  Phoenix Contact 
USA.

voted to approve the lease in Sep-
tember 2014.

During the hearing, lawyers for 
the joint venture also referred to 
monthly meetings Suez had with 
the borough starting in 2015, in 
which the existence of  a water 
sales shortfall was made clear to 
the borough by Suez.

The borough officials who tes-
tified, Curry and Kapenstein in 
particular, said that the potential 

consequences of  the shortfall 
provision were not evident to them 
when the lease agreement was 
before council and the authority 
to approve in September 2014.

Kapenstein said his understand-
ing of  the shortfall at that time was 
as a “risk provision” to protect 
Suez and the joint venture from 
an extraordinary loss in water 
sales, such as the 2011 flooding 
that occurred in Middletown from 
Tropical Storm Lee.

“If  a flood and 100 houses are 
demolished, this would allow Suez 
to raise rates” to make up for the 
loss, Kapenstein said.

Kapenstein was among seven 
councilors voting for the lease 
in 2014.

Lease: Lesser of two evils?
The recommendation that the 

borough consider leasing its water 
and sewer systems first surfaced in 
a March 2013 report done for the 
borough by its financial advisers 
as part of  Middletown entering 
the state’s Early Intervention 
Program, Kapenstein testified. 
The EIP exists to assist financially 
troubled municipalities in Penn-
sylvania.

A financial adviser first elected 
to council in November 2013, 
Kapenstein acknowledged “lead-
ing the charge” for council to con-
sider leasing the systems in 2014.

Kapenstein was chosen by the 
council in 2014 to lead a committee 
formed to explore the possibility 
of  leasing the water and sewer 
systems.

Curry testified he could have 
vetoed council approving the 
lease in September 2014, but did 
not because he saw the lease as 
the lesser of  evils compared to 
the other options Kapenstein was 
proposing for the borough to dig 
itself  out of  its financial hole, such 
as raising electric rates or increas-
ing the property tax by 37 percent.

“The lease was attractive to me 
at the time based on what I knew,” 
Curry said, adding it was his 
impression that the lease would 
provide “stability” to borough 
residents and businesses regard-
ing future water and sewer rate 
increases.

The only “potential negative” 
he saw regarding the lease was 
the borough giving up control, 
Curry testified.

Curry described the surcharge 
as potentially “devastating” for the 

borough, not just regarding the 
present 11.5 percent surcharge but 
future surcharges Suez could put 
in place over the 50-year lease if  the 
provision for calculating a water 
sales shortfall is not changed.

“Unaccounted-for water”
Klinepeter testified regarding 

his earlier deposition submitted 
in court papers concerning alleged 
problems with some of  the water 
meters used by Suez.

The amount of  “unaccounted-
for water” in the borough water 
and sewer systems has increased 
since Suez took over operations 
in January 2015, said Klinepeter, 
who started as borough manager 
in May 2016.

Klinepeter worked for Middle-
town in various public works 
capacities from October 1979 until 
retiring in August 2014.

He then worked for Steelton bor-
ough until taking a job with Suez 
in Middletown in September 2015, 
a position he held until council 
hired him as borough manager.

Klinepeter said in his deposition 
and repeated in testimony during 
the hearing that he played no role 
in crafting the lease agreement 
between the borough and the joint 
venture, as he had left the borough 
and was working for Steelton at 
the time.

Conner during the hearing 
noted that the borough and the 
joint venture are involved in a 
separate arbitration proceeding 
regarding the borough’s claim that 
issues with the water meters call 
into question the data Suez relied 
on in calculating the shortfall.

The borough according to court 
papers also sought to arbitrate the 
shortfall itself, but contends that 
the joint venture has refused to 
submit the shortfall to arbitration.

At the end of  the hearing, Con-
ner pondered if  a “stay” is possible 
to block continued imposition of  
the surcharge, pending the out-
come of  the arbitration regarding 
the water meters.

But a lawyer for the joint venture 
said a stay is not warranted, as 
the amount of  lost water at issue 
in the arbitration over the meters 
is less than 5 percent of  the total 
shortage Suez claims occurred in 
the first three years of  the lease.

Testimony not allowed
Also at the urging of  lawyers for 

the joint venture, Conner refused 

to allow testimony from someone 
the borough sought to call as an 
expert witness regarding the wa-
ter sales shortfall.

Daniel E. Koplish worked for 
the city of  Allentown’s water and 
sewer systems for 28 years be-
fore becoming a consultant. The 
borough hired him as an expert 
witness to testify on the shortfall 
provision as the lease between 
Middletown and the joint venture 
was modeled on Allentown’s lease 
of  its water and sewer systems to 
the Lehigh County Authority.

However, Conner agreed with a 
lawyer from the joint venture who 
while acknowledging Koplish as 
expert in the operation of  water 
and sewer systems, is not qualified 
to provide expert testimony on the 
water sales shortfall which is the 
focus of  the borough injunction 
request.

Koplish in a report borough 
lawyers filed with the court May 
18 said that the shortfall as writ-
ten is “not designed to limit risk” 
to the joint venture but had “the 
effect of  producing a windfall” 
to the joint venture in the form 
of  the surcharge that went into 
effect in 2018.

Suez didn’t suffer a loss
Among those testifying for the 

joint venture was Dan Sugarman, 
managing director of  Water Capi-
tal Partners LLC, the company 
representing private equity inves-
tors backing the Middletown lease.

Sugarman testified that the 
Middletown lease was not profit-
able for the joint venture during 
the first three years from 2015 
through the end of  2017.

He said Suez itself  did not suf-
fer a loss during this time, as the 
company’s compensation from 
the joint venture is not dependent 
upon whether the lease is profit-
able or not.

Sugarman said that the joint 
venture would not have bid on the 
lease had the shortfall provisions 
not been written as they are.

Asked by a lawyer for the bor-
ough if  the shortfall provision 
means that “the less water sold, 
the more profit” going to the joint 
venture, Sugarman responded: 
“I’m going to say no to that.”

“There are too many other fac-
tors” that are “unpredictable” 
regarding whether the lease deal 
is profitable for the joint venture, 
such as inflation, Sugarman said.

DONOR: Funds will help MASD ‘accelerate’ safety, security efforts
From page A1

SUEZ: Officials say downside of Suez water shortfall wasn’t clear
From page A1
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“There are a lot of people out there with money  
from that tax cut. I sure hope other people are  
thinking this way.”

Jack Nehlig, president of Phoenix Contact USA
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CARD OF THANKS, 
IN MEMORIAM AND 

OBITUARIES

Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director 
that you would like your love 
one’s obituary to appear in 
the Press & Journal.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for 
photo billed through funeral 
home. 

Card of Thanks & 
In Memoriam: 
Contact Press & Journal 
at 717-944-4628 or e-mail 
PamSmith@pressandjournal.
com 
Fee: $10 / 45 words or less, 
paid in advance - Cash, 
Check, Charge

DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON
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Periodicals Postage Paid at Harrisburg, PA.
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NOTICE
CHURCHVILLE  CEMETERY, OBERLIN, PA

ANNUAL MEETING
MONDAY, JUNE 25, 2018 • 6 PM

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING IS ELECTION OF OFFICERS

To place your business in this directory 
contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 
Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

CHIROPRACTOR/
PHYSICAL THERAPIST
THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-2225

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown
717-566-2525

Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PERSONAL TRAINING
Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-215-9607

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESTAURANT
Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-0450

SALON
Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown
717-944-7980

Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

“My guys cannot perform 
enough fundraisers to raise that 
kind of  money, with the amount 
of  man hours they put in on top 
of  fundraisers” in responding 
to calls and keeping up training, 
Whitebread said.

He is requesting council ap-
prove the borough being a co-
applicant with the department to 
apply for a gaming grant through 
Dauphin County to help pay for 
a new pumper.

The money for gaming grants 
comes from revenue from the Hol-
lywood Casino at Penn National 
Race Course. Grant applications 
are due Sept. 4 with grant awards 
announced by county commis-
sioners on or about March 1, 2019.

The process of  getting a new 
pumper takes up to two years. 
Whitebread said the 2000 pumper 
can make it to its life expectancy 
of  20 years, but if  not replaced 
within two or three years “we are 
looking at extensive maintenance 
bills.”

The floor of  the Adelia Street 

fire house is wet where the pump-
er is parked, from corrosion and 
rust in the front intake. 

The department has to over-
haul the front intake at an esti-
mated cost of  $2,000 in the near 
future, or “soon it’s going to fail,” 
Whitebread said. 

The pumper goes out on most 
of  the 650 to 700 calls that the 
department averages each year, 
he told council.

Most calls are a short distance 
— the pumper has less than 
100,000 miles — but mileage 
doesn’t tell the real story of  how 
hard a pumper gets used.

“That engine is running” for 
hours on calls, even if  the rig is 
standing still, Whitebread told 
the Press & Journal.

The department plans to apply 
for $700,000 in a gaming grant.

“I’m not here asking for you 
guys to buy us a new fire truck,” 
he told council. “I’m here asking 
you to let me be a co-applicant 
with the fire department to 
move forward to see if  we can 
get enough money raised from 
the gaming to pay for this fire 

truck, so there is no money out 
of  the borough’s pocket or ours.” 

The department is also look-
ing into other sources, such as 
state grants that can be obtained 
through local legislators.

A past gaming grant helped 
pay for the 2009 aerial truck. The 
department also obtained a state 
grant through then-Rep. John 
Payne, Whitebread said. The bor-
ough kicked in $200,000 to meet 
a grant matching requirement.

The replacement value for 
the new aerial was $1.3 million, 
but the department got a price 
break by paying three-quarters 
up front, so the total cost was 
just $725,000. Whitebread said he 
hopes for a similar outcome in 
replacing the 2000 pumper.

What do we do if  the depart-
ment is unsuccessful in getting 
a county gaming grant, asked 
Councilor Robert Reid.

“If  we don’t succeed, we are 
going to try try again, whether 
it’s gaming or other kinds of  
grants,” Whitebread said. “This 
is something the community 
needs and we will figure a way.”

Charges of selling oxycodone 
filed; man facing meth charges

Doris Stauffer
MIDDLETOWN

 Doris E. Stauffer, 86, of  Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest on 
Thursday, May 24, 2018 at Frey Vil-
lage Nursing Center, Middletown.

 She was born February 8, 1932 
in Royalton and was the loving 
daughter of  the late James Mann 
and Laura (Koltrider) Weirich.

 In her younger years Doris was 
an avid bowler and roller skater. 
She enjoyed reading but her great-
est joy was her family.

 In addition to her parents Doris 
was preceded in death by her hus-
band of  66 years, Donald Stauffer 
(2016), son Allen (1993), and sisters 
Lillian and Mary.

 Doris is survived by her sons, 
James and his wife Shelby of  
Hummelstown, and David and 

Edna Weaver
ELIZABETHTOWN

Edna M. Weaver, 92, of  Eliza-
bethtown, went to her eternal 
home on Thursday, May 24, 2018 
at her home surrounded by her 
loving family.

 She was born on March 28, 1926 
in New Holland, Pa. and was the 
daughter of  the late Henry M. and 
Martha (Martin) Weaver.

 Edna was a true “people per-
son.” She enjoyed cooking, going 
on mission trips, and for 29 years, 
she prayed every week at the PA 
State Capital. She was always 
inviting people to be a part of  the 
Weaver family from around the 
world. 

 In addition to her parents, Edna 
was preceded in death by two 
grandsons, Timothy and Jonathan 
Maust and 11 siblings.

 She is survived by her loving 
husband of  72 years, Rev. Luke 
M. Weaver Sr.; three sons, Rev. 
Melvin W. Weaver, Pastor of  Grace 
Chapel, and his wife Rosemary of  
Elizabethtown, Earl W. Weaver 
and his wife Joy of  Tennessee, and 
Rev. Luke W. Weaver Jr. and his 
wife Bonnie of  New Brunswick, 
Canada; two daughters, Irene W. 
Clark and her husband Dr. Grant 
of  Elizabethtown and Martha W. 
Hale and her husband Phillip of  
Salem, Ore.; two sisters, Alta Hol-
linger of  Lititz and Minerva Nolt 
of  Talmadge; 21 grandchildren; 
42 great-grandchildren and seven 
great-great grandchildren.

 A tribute to her life will be held 
on Saturday, June 2, 2018 at 11 a.m. 
at Grace Chapel, 2535 Colebrook 
Rd., Elizabethtown, PA 17022. 
Viewing will be from 9 a.m. until 
the time of  the service on Saturday 
at the church. 

 Burial will be in Conewago 
Cemetery.

 Memorial contributions in 
Edna’s name may be made to 
Grace Chapel for the elevator fund.

 The family has entrusted the 
care of  the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., 260 E. Main St., Middletown, 
Pa. with the funeral arrange-
ments.

 Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

his wife Deborah of  Middletown; 
five grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren.

 A tribute to Doris’s life will be 
held on Friday, June 1, 2018 at 11 
a.m. at Matinchek Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, Inc., 260 
East Main St., Middletown, with 
the Rev. Wayne Muthler officiat-
ing. There will be a viewing from 
10 a.m. until the time of  the service 
on Friday.

 Interment will be at Hillsdale 
Cemetery, Middletown.

 In lieu of  flowers the family sug-
gests that donations can be made 
in Doris’s name to The Children’s 
Miracle Network, MC 190, P.O. Box 
855, Hershey, PA 17033-0855.

 Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.
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“You are entitled to your opinion. 
You are not entitled to your own facts.”

Former Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan

Demand Facts. 
Support Real News.
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Read them in
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PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DONALD GRAHAM

The Middletown Volunteer Fire Department wants to replace its 2000 pumper.

PUMPER: Department seeking gaming grant 
From page A1

any other options,” he said.
The lunch program is open to 

anyone who is 18 years old and 
younger. Young people can show 
up and get food. They don’t need 
to show identification or sign up.

Colemire said participants 
don’t have to be residents of  the 
district or Middletown. Last year, 
MASD served an average of  140 
students among the three sites, 
and Colemire said the children 
were usually in middle school 
or younger.  

Recently, the district under-
took numerous programs to 
address student hunger. 

This year, the school board 
approved the Charlotte Chubb 
Memorial Fund. Chubb worked 
as a cafeteria worker at the for-
mer Feaser Middle School. The 
fund helps provide assistance for 
student meals. 

Two Kunkel teachers also 
started the RaiderPacks pro-
gram, which provides students 
with bags of  food each week for 
the weekend including breakfast, 
lunch and snack options. The 

bags are packed on Tuesdays 
and distributed to families on 
Wednesdays. When the Press 
& Journal talked to the orga-
nizers last October, they said 
340 students were enrolled in 
RaiderPacks from 200 families, 
though they anticipated more 
would sign up.

Colemire said the RaiderPack 
program was successful this 
year. He said the organizers were 
unsure if  the program would 
continue in the summer.

According to Pennsylvania 
Department of  Education data, 
50.34 percent of  MASD students 
qualified for either free or re-
duced meals in the 2017-2018 
school year. That percentage has 
gone up from 44.63 percent in the 
2013-2014 school year. 

Colemire said that the number 
of  students who qualified for 
free or reduced meals has gone 
up locally.

“However, I do not believe that 
is contributed to a change in 
demographics but more likely 
its due to the software we use,” 
Colemire said. He explained that 
the software can match students 

even if  families do not fill out the 
application. 

According to PDE data, Fink 
had the largest percentage of  
students who qualify for free and 
reduced meals at 69.87 percent 
of  its student population, which 
is down from 74.07 percent from 
last year. Kunkel had the small-
est population of  this group of  
students at 41.29 percent. 

Summer meal program explained
Through the summer meal 

program, area children are guar-
anteed one nutritious meal a day.

The summer meal program 
sites are open rain or shine, from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Fink and 
the high school and from 11:15 
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. at St. Peter’s. 

Past meals included corn dog 
nuggets, meatball sandwiches, 
cheeseburgers, sub sandwiches, 
rib barbecue, baked chicken 
sandwiches, hot dogs and grilled 
cheese sandwiches. Each meal in-
cludes several fruit and vegetable 
options. If  a child doesn’t like the 
meal, he or she has the option of  a 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich 
or leftovers from past days.

MEALS: Summer program runs rain or shine
From page A1

POLICE AND COURTS ROUNDUP

A Steelton man faces drug 
charges in Middletown after he 
was caught selling oxycodone 
pills through a confidential 
informant.

Danny Gipe, 57, of  the 1200 
block of  Second Street, was 
charged with manufacture, 
delivery or possession with 
intent to manufacture or 
deliver; criminal use of  a com-
munication facility; and use/
possession of  drug parapher-
nalia after police witnessed the 
informant buying oxycodone 
pills from Gipe in the 300 block 
of  East Main Street on April 10.

Borough police were assisted 
in the arrest by the Dauphin 
County Drug Task Force. 

Additional charges — match-
ing those from April 10 — were 
filed against Gipe after he was 
found in possession of  five 
oxycodone pills when borough 
police pulled Gipe over during 
a traffic stop at East Main and 
Spruce streets on May 24. 

Gipe is free pending a June 
4 preliminary hearing on both 
sets of  charges to be held before 
District Judge David Judy.

Arrest on meth charges
Middletown police arrested 

a borough man after he alleg-
edly sold methamphetamine 
to a confidential informant in 
the 2800 block of  Vine Street on 
April 5. 

Daniel James Haylett, 22, of  
the 900 block of  Briarcliff Road,  
was arraigned before Night 
Court District Judge Steven M. 
Semic on May 23 and charged 
with manufacture, delivery 
or possession with intent to 
manufacture or deliver; and 
criminal use of  a communica-
tion facility. 

Earlier May 23, police took 
Haylett into custody and during 
a search of  his residence found 
a bag containing about 7.6 
grams of  methamphetamine, a 
digital scale, packaging mate-

rial and other drug parapher-
nalia, and marijuana. As a 
result, additional charges were 
filed against Haylett including 
manufacture, delivery or pos-
session with intent to manufac-
ture or deliver; possession of  
a small amount of  marijuana; 
and use/possession of  drug 
paraphernalia.

Haylett is listed as being in 
Dauphin County Prison on 
$25,000 bail. His preliminary 
hearing is set for June 4.

Juveniles charged over BB gun 
Two juveniles are being 

charged for shooting a BB 
gun out of  an attic window in 
the 400 block of  North Spring 
Street and causing damage to 
a parked vehicle, according to 
Middletown police.

The BB gun chipped the paint 
of  the 2011 blue Jeep Wrangler, 
police said. 

The incident was reported to 
police on May 19.
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EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD: online: pressandjournal.com/classifieds    call: 717-944-4628   visit: 20 S. Union St., Middletown

You go everywhere we go:  
 online and print!

easy to do: online pressandjournal.com | email info@pressandjournal.com | call 717-944-4628 | visit 20 S. Union St.

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices: 
Call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

COMMUNITY

PRINT&WEB
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 RENTALS

 ADOPTIONS

 AUCTIONS | PUBLIC SALES  FOR SALE

 WANTED TO BUY

 MISCELLANEOUS

• YARD SALES
• CLASSIFIEDS
• WEDDINGS
• ENGAGEMENTS
• ANNIVERSARIES
• BUSINESS DIRECTORY ADS
for both print and website!

PRESS
 JOURNAL

AND

.com

It’s quick & easy to place:

 MISCELLANEOUS

END 
ROLLS

Plain Newsprint
$5 & $10

Various 
Sizes & 
Lengths

20 S. Union Street, Middletown
944-4628

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

Reel in the Memories!
A Pennsylvania fishing license 
is your ticket to a whole year’s 
worth of fun. In addition to 3-year 
and 5-year licenses, you can lock-in 
both convenience and savings for 
a longer period of time with the 
10-year fishing license. Purchase 
fishing licenses at more than 900 
agents across the state or online at:

GoneFishingPa.com

30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com
or call 574-642-2023

Looking for CDL A or B drivers to deliver
new trucks. Bonus Program, No Forced
Dispatch, Be Your Own Boss! Must Have:

DOT physical, NO DUI last 10 years,
Willingness to Keep Logs. Clean MVR.

 YARD/GARAGE SALES

ONLY $10 FOR BOTH PRINT & DIGITAL 
• FREE map of your yard sale location on our website.
• Post photos of your items on our website for FREE.
•  If your yard sale is rained out, your ad runs again the 

following week for FREE - call 717-944-4628.

Go to: pressandjournal.com/classified
Deadline: Monday 1 pm

YARD SALE
Sat., June 9  •  8 a.m.-1 p.m.
Geyers United Methodist Church

1605 S. Geyers Church Rd., Middletown
Soup and baked goods! Rain or shine!

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
Rose M. Rinaldo, Deceased, late of 
the Borough of Middletown, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to: 

Linda M. Ruvolo, Executrix
20 N. Race Street

Middletown, PA 17057 
OR TO: 

John S. Davidson, Esquire
Yost & Davidson 

320 West Chocolate Avenue
P.O. Box 437

Hershey, PA 17033

#191 0523-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com 

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Letters Testamentary on the Estate 
of Joyce B. Cooper, Deceased, late 
of Londonderry Township, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to:

Lynn C. Black, Executrix
195 N. Deodate Road
Middletown, PA 17057 

OR TO: 
John S. Davidson, Esquire

Yost & Davidson 
320 West Chocolate Avenue

P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA 17033

#193 0523-3T 
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE 

Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
Richard A. Fox, III, Deceased, late of 
the Borough of Middletown, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to:

Richard A. Fox, IV, Co-Executor
Alexis R. Fox, Co-Executor

138 N. Pine Street
Middletown, PA 17057 

OR TO: 
John S. Davidson, Esquire

Yost & Davidson 
320 West Chocolate Avenue

P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA 17033

#195 0523-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

 

 

717.533.4267      lic#AH 081-L 

www.zieglerauction.com 
“Leaders of Successful Real Estate Auctions” 

 

Real Estate & 
Personal property  

AUCTION  
Saturday, June 16 , 2018 at 8:30 am  

  736 Adelia St Middletown,  PA  17057 
Two Story Brick Cape  House   

 4 bedrooms, 2 full Baths 
2,125  sq. ft.  one car garage, Gas Hot water heat, Central A/C; Gas Fireplace, 

Hardwood floors, Rear enclosed  porch, Nice house and lot;                            
Tax ID #42-030-003. Real Estate at 11:30: Personal property listing is 

on our web site.  House SHOWN BY APPOINTMENT 
 Visit to our web site for more information. Announcements auction day take 

precedents over printed material. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE 

Letters Testamentary on the Estate 
of June T. Yetter, date of death, May 
7, 2018, late of Swatara Township, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, having 
been granted to the undersigned, all 
persons indebted to said Estate are 
requested to make immediate payment 
and those having claims will present 
them for settlement to:

Karen J. Hawkins, Executor
c/o Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.

4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

or to: 
Kendra A. Mohr, Esq.

Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

#202 0530-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted 
in the following estate. All persons 
indebted to the said estate are required 
to make payments and those having 
claims or demands are to present the 
same without delay to the Executors 
named below.
ESTATE OF ELIZABETH CHAKON, 
late of Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
died on April 15, 2018.
Michael Cherewka and 
Kathleen Langan, Co-Executors
Michael Cherewka, Attorney
624 North Front Street
Wormleysburg, PA  17043

#203 0530-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ADOPT: Happily married 
couple wishes to adopt a 
beautiful baby to fill our 
hearts and provide wonderful 
opportunities for. Expenses 
paid. Mark & Eric 919-357-0957

 AUTOMOTIVE
2010 DODGE 1500 HEMI 

pickup for sale: 2010 Dodge 
1500 TRX Hemi pickup, regular 
cab, auto trans, 62000 miles, 
looks good, runs great. Asking 
$15000. Call 772-532-0777. 
(5/30)

Wanted to Buy or Trade: 
F R EO N  R 1 2  WA N T E D : 
CERTIFIED BUYER will PAY 
CA$H for R12 cylinders or cases 
of cans. (312) 291-9169; www.
refrigerantfinders.com

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill 
– Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 800-567-0404 Ext.300N

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
Mary G. Lehman, Deceased, late of 
the Borough of Middletown, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to:

William E. Lehman, Co-Executor
6 Winchester Court

Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 
Vicki L. Hubbard, Co-Executor

972 Amosite Road
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

OR TO 
John S. Davidson, Esquire

Yost & Davidson
320 West Chocolate Avenue

P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA 17033-0437

#201 0530-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

Press & Journal Staff

Exelon Corp. announced 
Thursday that its Three Mile 
Island nuclear facility once 
again “did not clear” in a key 
annual energy auction, mean-
ing regional grid operator PJM 
did not purchase power from the 
local facility.

Capacity auctions are held an-
nually by Audobon, Pennsylva-
nia-based PJM to ensure enough 
power generation resources are 
available to meet demand in its 
region covering all or part of  
13 states and the District of  Co-
lumbia. The auction results take 
effect June 1, 2021.

TMI has failed to clear the 
past four auctions held by PJM, 
which means that TMI is not able 
to produce electricity at a price 
that the market is willing to pay.

Exelon, based in Warrenville, 
Illinois, announced last year 
that unless there are changes to 
Pennsylvania’s energy portfolio 
to include nuclear power, the 
facility will close in October 2019.

“Now, more than ever, we 
need federal, regional and state 
policymakers to urgently take 
action to preserve the benefits 
that our nation’s largest and most 
resilient source of  emissions-free 
energy provides to our custom-
ers,” Kathleen Barrón, Exelon’s 
senior vice president of  govern-
ment and regulatory affairs and 
public policy, said in a press 

release. “PJM has acknowledged 
the long-standing market flaws 
that put nuclear energy at risk, 
and the time to implement solu-
tions is running out.”

According to the press release, 
TMI is “economically challenged 
because the way energy prices 
are set in PJM does not compen-
sate them for their unique contri-
bution to grid resiliency and their 
ability to produce large amounts 
of  energy without harmful car-
bon and air pollution.”

Nuclear produces more emis-
sions-free energy than solar and 
wind combined, and is the only 
emissions-free power source that 
can operate reliably for up to two 
years without refueling, accord-
ing to the Exelon release.

TMI has not been profitable 
for six years “as a result of  per-
sistently low wholesale energy 
prices and market rules that 
treat polluting plants the same as 
emissions-free sources of power,” 
according to Exelon. Last June, 
the company said it had lost more 
than $300 million in the previous 
five years despite being one of  
Exelon’s best-performing plants.

TMI is different from many 
nuclear plants in that it has only 
one functioning nuclear reac-
tor — a byproduct of  the 1979 
accident. Exelon’s other Penn-
sylvania plants such as Peach 
Bottom and Limerick have two 
functioning units.

TMI has about 675 employees. 

It began commercial operation in 
September 1974. It can generate 
837 net megawatts, enough to 
power 800,000 average U.S. homes, 
according to the company. The 
power plant’s annual payroll is 
about $60 million.

Three Mile Island is known 
around the world for the accident 
on March 2, 1979, in which Unit 2 
suffered a partial core meltdown. 
Unit 2 has been closed since then 
while Unit 1 still operates. 

The facility is licensed to oper-
ate until 2034.

PJM, founded in 1927, serves 
65 million people in all or parts 
of  Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, 
New Jersey, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, 
Virginia, West Virginia and the 
District of  Columbia.

PJM coordinates and directs 
the operation of  the region’s 
transmission grid, which in-
cludes over 84,042 miles of  
transmission lines. It admin-
isters a competitive wholesale 
electricity market; and plans 
regional transmission expansion 
improvements to maintain grid 
reliability and relieve congestion, 
according to its website.

“We’re sometimes called air 
traffic controllers of  the power 
grid,” according to its website. 
“Just like air traffic controllers, 
we don’t own the equipment we 
direct. Others own the power 
lines and power plants.”

Three Mile Island once again fails 
to sell energy in annual auction 
as closure of nuclear plant looms

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com 

Middletown police have de-
clared June as “Pedestrian 
Safety Enforcement Month” in 
the borough.

Expect police in June to pay 
particular attention to enforc-
ing the law at painted pedes-
trian crosswalks at intersections 
in the borough, said Officer 
Mark Laudenslager, department 
spokesman.

Pedestrians have the right of  
way in a crosswalk, meaning that 
under the law, if  a pedestrian 
steps into the crosswalk, a vehicle 

is required to stop if  it can do so 
safely. 

Bicyclists are also required to 
stop to allow a pedestrian to cross 
the crosswalk. 

Bicyclists do not have the right 
of  way in a crosswalk, unless the 
cyclist dismounts and walks his 
or her bicycle in the crosswalk. 
Then the cyclist has the same 
right of  way in the crosswalk as 
a pedestrian, Laudenslager said.

Police will also keep an eye 
on crosswalks at signalized 
intersections, but the primary 
enforcement focus will be on 
intersections with crosswalks 
without any kind of  traffic light.

Residents who have concerns 
about pedestrian safety at any 
particular intersection or loca-
tion in the borough are urged to 
contact police about the situation, 
Laudenslager said.

If  you don’t yield the right of  
way in a crosswalk, you could get 
a ticket for $154.

June is being considered “a 
trial run” to see how this type of  
boroughwide pedestrian safety 
enforcement goes, said Chief  
George Mouchette. 

“We will really ramp it up for 
September when school starts,” 
the chief  said of  the crosswalk 
enforcement.

Middletown police plan to focus 
on crosswalk safety next month

A $7 million expansion and ren-
ovation of  the existing Penn State 
Health Medical Group Middle-
town facility at Schoolhouse Road 
and Vine Street in Londonderry 
Township is underway.

To be completed by fall 2019, 
the project will more than double 
the size of  the current facility, 
from 10,000 to 24,000 square feet, 
according to a press release from 
Penn State Health.

The existing facility provides 
family medicine and rheumatol-
ogy services. 

As part of  the expansion, Penn 
State Health will add more exam 
space, X-ray services, and a walk-
in lab.

Penn State Heath is also add-
ing a new ground floor which 
will become home to Penn State 
Weight Loss. The program 
offers comprehensive weight 

management services including 
nutritional counseling, medical 
evaluation, psychiatric evalu-
ation, and weight loss surgery.

The expansion and renova-
tion project is part of  Penn 
State Health’s long-range goal 
of  expanding convenient access 
to primary and specialty care 
across central Pennsylvania and 
the surrounding region, Penn 
State Health said.

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Construction has begun at Vine Street and Schoolhouse Road in Londonderry Township of a $7 million project to 
expand the Penn State Health Medical Group Middletown facility. Penn State expects to complete the project by 
fall 2019.

Penn State Health expanding locally

Lower Swatara Township resi-
dents soon might see additional 
work done at Shopes Gardens and 
Old Reliance parks. 

In an interview, township en-
gineer Erin Letavic said the play-
ground equipment was difficult 
for township staff to maintain and 
the mulch had to be frequently 
replaced. 

Work began on the parks last 
year. There are new play struc-
tures, swings and mulch. The 
second and still-to-be-completed 
part  includes installing pervious 

paths, rain gardens and an infil-
tration trench at Old Reliance.

Don’t worry: Children can still 
play at the parks during the sum-
mer. Lower Swatara doesn’t plan 
on breaking ground until after 
the school year starts. 

The township will open bids 
June 7 and might award the con-
tract later that month.

UPS update
In regard to the proposed 

935,000-square-foot UPS regional 
distribution hub, Letavic said 

company officials had a prelimi-
nary road plan review with town-
ship staff and the design engineer. 
She said they provided feedback 
on potential improvements on 
North Union Street where the 
hub may be located. 

In an email, Letavic said that 
an engineering plan hadn’t been 
submitted yet. 

“We simply sat down with UPS’ 
engineer to discuss expectations 
for improvements for North 
Union Street,” Letavic said.

— Laura Hayes

Lower Swatara talks parks, UPS hub
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 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured for Your Protection       Satisfaction Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating
Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

Roo� ng Specialists

Septic Systems & Pumping Services

BAKER’SBAKER’S
SEPTIC SERVICE

367-7271

Elizabethtown
Mount Joy
Manheim
Lititz
Hershey
Hummelstown
Middletown
All Surrounding Areas

Family 
Owned & 
Operated 

Since 1980

Lawn Care

Accepting New Customers 
• Grass Cutting • Edging

• Landscaping • Tan Barking
• Leaf Cleanup • Spring & Fall Cleanup

• Shrub & Hedge Trimming
FULLY INSURED  •   FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn CareIERLEY’S

Brian Ierley, Owner: (717) 599-9898

Tree Services & Emergency Response

3444 Round Top Rd., Elizabethtown

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES

•Tree & Shrubbery Pruning•Tree & Stump Removal
•Fertilization •Cabling

TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial
State Licensed Applicator

 FULLY INSURED
YEAR ’ROUND

24 Hr. Storm Damage Response

533-4458 • 367-3724 

Daniel L. Musser, 
Certifi ed Arborist

Hershey

MEMBER

NATIONAL ARBORIST 
ASSOCIATION

Landscape & Recreation Surfaces

Present This Ad & 
SAVE $2 PER CUBIC YARD

RETAIL ONLY (EXP. 6/30/18)

Present This Ad & 
Improves Soil | Natural Elements | Lasting Beauty

RETAIL ONLY (EXP. 6/30/18)

(717) 944-7481

4000 E. HARRISBURG PIKE
(Between Saturday's Market & 

ParLine Golf Course)

•  COLORED 
MULCH
 BLACK, BROWN, 
COFFEE & RED

•  NATURAL 
MULCH

•

Hours: Mon. - Fri.: 8 am to 5 pm
April, May & June Hours: 

Mon. - Fri.: 8 am to 6 pm
Sat.: 8 am to Noon

We carry...

Flooring & Wall Coverings

DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Thurs. 9-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

The many bene� ts of hiring a 
professional landscaper
The fl owers are blooming, and the grass has begun to grow 

anew, making spring a great time for homeowners to once 
again turn their attention to landscaping. Those who aren’t look-
ing forward to dusting o�  their lawnmowers and rethreading 
their string trimmers may want to hire professional landscapers 
to tend to their lawns and gardens.

A recent joint study by the National Gardening Association, 
Residential Lawn and Landscape Services and the Value of  
Landscaping found that homeowners spend roughly $45 billion 
per year on professional lawn and landscape services, as nearly 
30 percent of  all households across the United States use at least 
one type of  lawn or landscape service. The rising use of  lawn 
care services is indicative of  homeowners’ appreciation of  the 
convenience and craftsmanship professional services can pro-
vide. While the impact professional landscapers can have on a 
property’s aesthetic appeal is considerable, homeowners also 
benefi t from working with professional landscapers in various 
other ways.
• Time savings: One of  the biggest benefi ts of  leaving lawn care to the 
professionals is the amount of  time it will save for the average home-
owner. Lawns generally need to be mowed once per week during the 
spring and summer seasons and, depending on the size of  the property, 
that can take an hour or more. Add the time it takes to clean up clip-
pings, mulch landscaping beds and edge the property, and homeowners 
can expect to devote a signifi cant chunk of  their weekends to caring 
for their lawns. Lawn services employ a few workers who make fast 
work of  the job, leaving homeowners time to enjoy their weekends 
however they see fi t.

• Reduced risk for injury: Maintaining a landscape is hard work, and 
those unaccustomed to this type of  activity may fi nd themselves winded 
or at risk of  injury. Improper use of  lawn equipment also is a safety 
hazard. Leaving the work to professionals can help homeowners avoid 
strained backs, lacerations, pulled muscles, sunburns, and any other 
dangers that can result when tackling landscaping projects.

• Financial savings: On the surface, hiring a landscaping service may 
seem like a costly venture. However, after crunching some numbers, 
many homeowners realize that doing the work themselves may cost 
more in the long run than hiring a professional landscaping service. 

Homeowners who decide to go it alone must purchase expensive equip-
ment, and those lawn tools will require routine maintenance, which 
costs additional money. Inexperienced homeowners may incur extra 
fees to “fi x” mistakes that occur during the learning process. Each year, 
new seed, fertilizer, mulch, pesticides, and other supplies also must 
be purchased. But professional lawn care services typically charge a 
set fee per month, and that fee covers the maintenance of  both your 
property and the equipment needed to keep that property looking great.

• Know-how: Many professional landscapers know how to address 
lawn care issues that may arise throughout the year. They will know 
how to deal with dry patches of  lawn or poorly draining areas, and 
they also can make recommendations on plants that will thrive under 
certain conditions.

• One-stop shopping: Certain landscaping services provide many dif-
ferent options for prospective customers. Basic lawn cuts may be one 
package, but there also may be services for seasonal seeding, weeding, 
leaf  clean-up, and winterizing. 

• Consistent maintenance: Homeowners who frequently travel or 
spend much of  their summers away from home often fi nd that lawn 
care companies are a wise investment. Established weekly schedules 
ensure the landscape always will look its best whether homeowners 
are home or out of  town.

TIME SAVED AND A PROFESSIONAL JOB ARE JUST TWO OF THE 
REASONS HOMEOWNERS HIRE LAWN CARE COMPANIES.

Spring is a great time for homeowners to decide if hiring 
professional landscaping services is in their best interests. The 
time and money saved, as well as impact professional landscapers 
can have on a property, makes landscaping services a great 
investment for many homeowners.

Potential 
indicators of 
roof trouble

With regard to home repairs, homeowners may be able to delay 
some projects until the weather permits or they fi nd room in 
their budgets. But other areas, including the roof, may demand 
immediate action.

Few homeowners give the roofs of  their homes much thought 
until a problem arises. But learning to recognize potential indi-
cators of  roof  trouble can help homeowners prevent potentially 
drastic situations down the road.

Light 
Homeowners with attics in their homes can inspect the ceilings inside 
the attic for signs of  holes or leaks. Light peering through the top of  the 
house indicates a hole or leak, as does stains or streaks on the ceiling.

Worn shingles 
Shingles should lie fl at against the roof, so any that appear to be 
buckling or turning up are damaged and in need of  repair. A single 
damaged shingle does not require a full roof  replacement, but inspect 
all the shingles nonetheless. Another indicator of  shingle problems 
can be found when cleaning downspouts or gutters. If  the gutters and 
downspouts contain lots of  shingle granules, the roof  may soon need 
to be replaced.

Moss 
Moss on a rooftop may give a home character, but that added charac-
ter is costly. Shady areas of  a roof  can be susceptible to the growth 
of  moss and fungi because moisture can be trapped in such areas. If  
possible, remove moss or fungi from a roof  with a sti�  brush or hire 
a professional to do the job instead. Moss may come back even after 
brushing it o� , so homeowners should keep an eye on areas of  their 
roofs that get little sunlight. In addition, trapped moisture can be very 
harmful to a roof, so it may be wise to exercise caution and have roofs 
with mold or fungi growths inspected.

Age 
Another indicator of  roof  trouble may be the age of  the roof. Even if  
there are no visible signs of  damage, homeowners whose roofs have 
some years under their belt may want to consider replacing them. 
Asphalt shingle roofs typically have life expectancies of  20 to 25 years, 
while roofs installed over existing layers of  shingles may need to be 
replaced after 20 years.

Few homeowners give the roofs of  their homes much thought until a 
problem arises. But learning to recognize potential indicators of  roof  
trouble can help homeowners prevent potentially drastic situations 
down the road.
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Gardening attracts new devotees year 
after year. While Baby Boomers may 

spend more on gardening than any other 

demographic, even millennials are getting 

on the gardening bandwagon.

A 2016 National Gardening Survey from 

the National Gardening Market Research 

Company found the average amount spent 

on backyard or balcony gardening projects 

exceeded $400 per household. More than 

$36 billion was spent in 2015, and the vast 

majority of  the six million “new” garden-

ing households belonged to millennials.

When it comes to outfitting a gardening 

shed, gardeners will not want to be without 

certain tools and gear.

Digging shovel 
A rounded-blade digging shovel is needed to 
plant shrubs and trees as well as to excavate 
areas in a landscape. 

Rake
A rake can be used to clear the ground, remove 
thatch and leaves from a lawn and level soil in a 
garden bed.

Hand tools
Hand tools, such as a hand fork and trowel, are 
essential for small digging jobs, especially when 
working with flower pots or containers. 

Edging spade
This flat-blade shovel is handy to have around 
because of its versatility. Edging spades can slice 
turf, edge gardens and cut through roots.

Pruners
Sharpened pruners can cut through stems and 
branches effortlessly.

Hose
Choose a high-quality hose that is lightweight 
and durable, as hoses will always be necessary.

A quarterly special report

Home Heating Solutions & Designs

Heavy-Duty 
Garden Hose
Patented anti-kink technology 
prevents kinks, twists and 
tangles. High strength, lead-free 
aluminum couplings. Micro-
Shield anti-microbial protection 
guards hose against mold and 
mildew. Rigid sleeve helps to 
prevent kinking at the faucet. 
Reg.: $3999. 2390094

SALE: $2599

Heavy-Duty 
Warehouse Broom

3 rows of stitching and wire band for 
extra strength. Heavy-duty 1-1/8” 
x 42” lacquered hardwood handle. 
100-percent natural broom corn. 12” 
sweeping range. Reg.: $1599. 5142849

SALE: $895

48” shovels

Lacquered and 
tumble �inish on head, 
oversized forward 
steps, crimped collar. 
10’’ black grip. 
Reg.: $1999. 7345218

Crimped Collar 
Fiberglass Handle

SALE: $1495

www.StreetStoresHardware.com

450 north pine street, middletown • (717) 388-1072
hours: mon.-fri. 8:00 am-5:30 pm & Sat. 8:00 am-3:00 pm

sale prices good thru july 2018

Street Stores
Hardware

For indoors & outdoors!

NeverKink

MintCraft

Vulcan
Long handle, �iberglass 
shovel, 9’’ soft cushioned 
grip provides added 
comfort and control. 
14 gauge for maximum 
toughness. Oversized 
forward step.
Reg.: $2199. 9690199

soft cushioned grip 
Fiberglass Handle

AP Potting Soil 
WITH Fertilizer

Potting soil with controlled 
release fertilizer (CFR). A 
multi-purpose, nutrient rich 
mix that’s ideal for all plants 
including �lowers, vegetables, 
house plants, patio containers 
and hanging baskets. Specially 
formulated to feed up to 6 
months and provides both 
moisture retention and good 
drainage. Reg.: $899. 9586470

SALE: $599

Ideal for 
all plants!

Black Gold

35th Anniversary

THURSDAY, JUNE 2  •  FRIDAY, JUNE 3  •  SATURDAY, JUNE 4
                    10 am-8 pm                        10 am-5 pm                        9 am-3 pm

����� We Are A Five-Star Travis Dealer �����

Model
34 DVL

Gas
Insert

3615
Linear

Gas
Fireplace

Large Flush 
Hybrid-Fyre™ 
Wood Insert

AGP™

Pellet
Stove

Cape Cod™

Wood
Stove

ALL STOVES, FIREPLACES, 
INSERTS & GRILLS ON SALE!

PA016447

37th Anniversary

THURSDAY, JUNE 7  •  FRIDAY, JUNE 8  •  SATURDAY, JUNE 9
                    10 am-8 pm                        10 am-5 pm                        9 am-3 pm

ALL STOVES, FIREPLACES, 
INSERTS & GRILLS ON SALE!

ALL STOVES, FIREPLACES, 
INSERTS & GRILLS ON SALE!

Sample delicious food 
from our grills while 

browsing our beautiful 
showroom!

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION!

BERKSHIRE

CAPE COD

ALLAGASH

GF 500

P68

ABSOLUTE 

34DVL GAS INSERT

4415

TIMBERLINE
850

864 TRADITIONAL

Hardware & Supply Store

People have been cooking 
meals over open flames since 
the discovery of  fire. Even 
today, when there are so many 
ways to cook a meal, many still 
insist there’s nothing better 
than the taste of  food cooked 
on the grill. 

The Hearth, Patio & Barbecue 
Association, which tracks indus-
try trends, points out that one-
third of  consumers plan to use 
their grill or smoker more often 
this year. Even though grilling is 
widely associated with summer, 
a growing number of  people are 
embracing year-round grilling. 
HPBA’s CEO Jack Goldman has 

said, “Barbecuing is no longer just 
a pastime, but an integral part of  
the North American lifestyle.”

Seven in 10 adults in the United 
States and eight out of 10 in Canada 
own a grill or smoker. With so 
many people firing up their grills, 
it’s important to recognize the 
importance of grilling safety. Each 
year an average of  8,900 home fires 
are caused by grilling, and close to 
half  of  all injuries involving grills 
are due to thermal burns, advises 
the National Fire Protection As-
sociation. Here’s how to stay safe.
ONLY GRILL OUTSIDE. 

Propane and charcoal barbecue 
grills should only be used out-
doors. Grills should be placed well 
away from the home. Keep grills 
away from deck railings, eaves, 

overhangs, and tree branches.
KEEP THE GRILL CLEAN. 

Thoroughly clean the grill prior 
to first use, and keep it tidy all year 
long. Grease or fat buildup can 
ignite and cause a fire.
ALWAYS ATTEND THE GRILL. 

Grill distraction-free and keep 
an eye on the food being cooked. 
Simply stepping away for a few mo-
ments can lead to a fire or accident.
START FIRES SAFELY. 

Charcoal grills and gas grills 
may be lit using electronic starters 
that do not require fire. If  using 
starter fluid, only do so on char-
coal, and do not add more fluid or 
other flammable liquids after the 
fire has ignited.
CHECK FOR GAS LEAKS. 

Whether the gas grill is hooked 
up to a propane tank or the natural 
gas supply of  a home, ensure that 
the hoses or tanks are not leaking. 
Apply a light soap-and-water solu-
tion to hoses to see if  they bubble 
from leaking gas.
KEEP BAKING SODA NEARBY. 

Baking soda can control grease 
fires, but it’s also helpful to have 
a fire extinguisher or a bucket 
of  sand on hand for other types 
of  fires.
WATCH CHILDREN AND PETS. 

Keep children and pets at least 
three feet away from grilling areas.
WAIT FOR THE GRILL AND 
COALS TO COOL. 

Practice safety around the grill 
until all coals are cool and the grill 
is no longer hot to the touch. Only 
then should the grill be moved or 
relocated.

Safety tips for 
grilling season
Each year an average of 8,900 home fires are caused by grilling, and close 
to half of all injuries involving grills are due to thermal burns, advises the 
National Fire Protection Association. Here’s how to stay safe.

Stock up on 
gardening essentials

When it comes to outfitting 
a gardening shed, 
gardeners will not want to 
be without certain tools 
and gear.
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Growers of quality fruits & vegetables in season
Located in Chambers Hill area off Rt. 322

717-564-3130
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-7 pm

Sat. 8 am-5 pm; Sun. 11-4

Also From Our Bakery: Cookies, 
Breads, Fresh Baked Fruit Pies & more

Also Available: Fresh Cut Asparagus, Spinach
 & Spring Onions

BEDDING PLANTS • VEGGIE PLANTS • HANGING BASKETS

More information at 
stritesorchard.com

U PICKStrawbe� ies

Reid Elementary 
student will visit 
D.C. this week
By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

When a White House staff mem-
ber contacted Anthony Fowler a 
week ago about bringing mem-
bers of  the Camp Hill Challenger 
Baseball team to the White House 
for a field day, he didn’t believe it. 

“Initially I laughed and thought 
it was a complete prank,” Fowler 
said.

But after he looked up who the 
person was and saw that they 
actually worked at the White 
House, Fowler realized the offer 
was legitimate. 

The Camp Hill Challenger Base-
ball league is a baseball league 
for children and young adults be-
tween the ages of  five and 21 with 
mental or physical disabilities, 
and on May 30, 15 members of  the 
league will travel to Washington 
D.C. for a field day hosted by the 
President’s Council on Sports, 
Fitness and Nutrition. 

“It’s really incredible for a spe-
cial needs team to get chosen to go 
to the White House for any event,” 
Fowler said. “It’s going to be excit-
ing and really cool for the kids.”

One of  those players is 10-year-
old Ethan Whitaker, who will be 
one of  the children going to the 
White House. 

Ethan, who goes to school at Reid 
Elementary School, has been on 
the baseball team for three years. 
His grandmother Lynn Briner 
was at work when Fowler texted 
her to call him ASAP. At first, she 
was worried that something hap-
pened to one of  the other players 
on Ethan’s team, the Bobcats. 

When she called him, Fowler 
said they had been invited to the 
White House and Ethan would 
be one of  the selected players to 
attend. 

“I’m like, ‘Really?’ He goes, ‘No, 
this is not a hoax. We’ve been 
invited to the White House,’” 
Briner said.

Fowler said they’re still waiting 
to get the details of  what exactly 
is going to happen at the White 
House on May 30 or if  President 
Donald Trump will be present. 

“We’re very excited. I think it’s 
an awesome opportunity for the 
kids. I mean, who gets the chance 
to go to the White House?” Briner 
said.

Ethan said he’s excited to go to 
the White House. 

Ethan loves baseball and attends 
all of  his brother’s games, Briner 
said. Ethan said he liked the other 
kids, batting and catching the ball 
in the outfield, and Briner said she 
liked the interaction between the 
players and that everyone plays.

The team, she said, isn’t about 
scoring runs or winning. Accord-
ing to Fowler, they don’t keep score 
during the games or record runs. 
Each player gets to hit the ball from 
either the tee or pitch, and they 
have a chance to field the balls too. 

“They love it,” Briner said. “The 

kids get so excited. They hit a 
ball, and then the coaches throw 
a bunch of  balls in the outfield 
so that everyone gets a chance 
to field.”

The players can also have a 
buddy — usually a teen from the 
community. Ethan’s buddy is his 

older brother, Dustin. 
“The buddy is put out there to 

protect them from a ball that is 
hit,” Briner said. 

Each of  the players, Fowler said, 
experiences a level of  success on 
the diamond and can go home feel-
ing good about how they played. 

Fowler, who is the league direc-
tor, became involved in the league 
after his younger son started play-
ing. He started coaching in his 
first year after some of  the other 
coaches retired. 

Since the program was founded 
in 1998, the Camp Hill Challenger 
Baseball league has grown and has 
around 100 players from Cumber-
land, Dauphin, Perry and York 
counties that make up eight teams.

He called the team a heartwarm-
ing and positive experience. 

“All 97 kids are winners,” he 
said.

Fowler has seen numerous ben-
efits from the league. He said the 
players can socialize with similar 
peers while also being active and 
parents gain a support network. 

“The parents don’t feel alone on 
an island,” Fowler said.

Briner has seen Ethan grow too. 
Ethan, who doesn’t walk from a 
form of  cerebral palsy and neu-
rological issues, can play baseball 
like his brother.

“It lights him up,” Briner said. 
Ethan, she said, is very social 

and loves to cheer and tell the 
other players “good job” while 
also seeing other players who use 
walkers like him. 

Challenger Baseball player 
heading to the White House

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LYNN BRINER

Ethan Whitaker and his brother Dustin wait on base. Ethan is one of 15 baseball players going to the White House on 
May 30. 

Dodgeball  
raises $1,300  
for Mini-THON 
at LDMS
Twenty teams of Lower 
Dauphin Middle School 
students and one brave 
team of middle school staff 
members squared off March 
8 in a dodgeball tournament 
to benefit the high school’s 
Mini-THON. The winners were 
the “Shake & Bake” team of 
sixth-graders Tyler Persing, 
Joshua Sanchez-Ortiz, Jack 
Cranston, Griffin Barilla, Ben 
Hackman, Nick Riccio, Skylar 
Gorberg, Cael Rossi, Jonathan 
Hair, Brady Coonelly and 
Clay Koser. The students 
raised $1,300 to donate to 
Lower Dauphin High School’s 
efforts to fight pediatric 
cancer.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Regional Athletes and Coaches 
of  the Year for the 2018 NCAA 
Division III Outdoor Track & 
Field season were announced 
last week by the U.S. Track & 
Field and Cross Country Coaches 
Association. 

Penn State Harrisburg’s Sarah 
Lehman was selected as the 
Mid-East Region Women’s Field 
Athlete Of  The Year by the as-
sociation. 

Lehman, a freshman from 
Mechanicsburg, was the CAC 
Rookie of  the Year after win-
ning a league title in the triple 
jump while placing second in 
the long jump. Her season-best 
triple-jump mark of  11.96 meters 
(39 feet 3 inches) ranked eighth 
nationally, while her long jump 

mark of  5.72 meters (18 feet, 9¼ 
inches) was 19th nationally.

Sophomore baseball player 
Bret Williams was named to the 
ABCA Mid-Atlantic All-Region 
first team and was named to the 
All-Eastern College Athletic 
Conference first team. 

The third baseman from 
Mount Carmel led the Lions 
offensively, batting .365 with 66 
hits including 10 doubles, four 
triples, and 14 home runs. He 
also had 57 RBIs, scored 53 runs 
and stole 17 bases.

Williams also was selected for 
the All-Capital Athletic Confer-
ence  first team. Junior shortstop 
Miguel Torres of  the Dominican 
Republic claimed second-team 
honors for the Lions.

Penn State athletes 
receive multiple honors

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!
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Prices 

on Swiss 
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 5/29/18 – 6/4/18

GROUND IN-STORE FRESH LEAN
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST BUY 5+ LBSMUST BUY 5+ LBS

299
lb.

Memorial dayMemorial dayMemorial day
GRILLING

OPEN MEMORIAL DAY 7AM - 10PM

GRILLINGGRILLING
OPEN MEMORIAL DAY 7AM - 10PM

Headquarters

GROUND IN-STORE FRESH LEAN

FRESH
CHICKEN TENDERS
MUST BUY 5+ LBS

199
lb.Wow!

FRESH CHICKEN
LEG QUARTERS
MUST BUY 10 LBS+

FRESH CHICKEN
LEG QUARTERS
MUST BUY 10 LBS+

49¢
lb.

26/30CT EZ PEEL EXTRA
LARGE SHRIMP
2 LB BAGS2 LB BAGS

699
lb.

KARNS DOUBLE SMOKED
SLICED BACONSLICED BACON

399
lb.

USDA CHOICE
WHOLE BONELESS
NEW YORK STRIPS
12 LB AVG

649
lb.

10 ASSORTED
GENERAL MILLS
CEREALS, NATURE
VALLEY BARS &
FIBER ONE BARS

10 ASSORTED

4/$104/$10
SAVE AN

ADDITIONAL $2
WHEN YOU
BUY ANY 4

JERSEY FRESH
GREEN
ASPARAGUS

X-LARGE RED
SEEDLESS
GRAPES

X-LARGE RED
SEEDLESS

149
lb.

249
lb.

JERSEY FRESH

2
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ARIES March 21-April 20
Aries, if you are seeking 
pleasure, try some healthy 
pursuits. These can include 
exercise, soothing baths, hiking 
trips, or other activities that 
benefit the mind and body.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
Try to be as perceptive as 
possible when dealing with in-
dividuals in the days to come, 
Taurus. This will help you help 
them as effectively as you can.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
Your confidence may surprise 
you this week, and you may 
feel like there is nothing you 
cannot do, Gemini. Others 
will respond positively to your 
advice.

CANCER June 22-July 22
Cancer, if you are commanding 
enough, you can accept a posi-
tion of leadership in the near 
future, even if you haven’t yet 
had authority over others. This 
is a turning point. 
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Take shifting emotions in 
stride, Leo. There is no right or 
wrong way to feel. If something 
does become troublesome, 
talk it out with a confidante.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
Virgo, a long to-do list may 
leave you wondering why you 
decided to take on so much. 
Consider the ways you can 
lighten your load and approach 
remaining tasks one by one.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Libra, your efforts will soon 
begin to bear fruit. You may 
feel like you have finally begun 
to realize your goals. Just don’t 
steer off path, and take time to 
reflect on your success. 
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Take time to reflect on your re-
lationships this week, Scorpio. 
Such reflection can help you 
ensure you let others know just 
how much they mean to you. 
SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Take pride in your accomplish-
ments and those of your as-
sociates, Sagittarius. You have 
collectively been working hard 
and deserve all the recognition 

you get.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Look for ways to be more 
independent this week, Capri-
corn. Explore different events 
or possibilities where you can 
hang solo. You can use some 
time alone.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Aquarius, you may find your-
self dealing with mixed feelings 
that you can’t get to the root 
of. Relieving stress can ease 
any worries you have.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
A greater sense of clarity is 
coming your way, Pisces. Re-
mind yourself to be inspired by 
the sights and people around 
you.

ACROSS
 1. In bed
 5. Composition 

headings
11. Close by
12. Cannot be re-

moved
16. Take upon oneself
17. -__, denotes past
18. Denotes ancient 

Greek dialect
19. “American History 

X” actor
24. Millihenry
25. Town in Sonora, 

Mexico
26. Netherlands river
27. Insect associated 

with honey
28. Adjacent
29. Change shape
30. Pattern in Indian 

music
31. Genus of finches
33. Australian clover 

fern
34. Caused to curve
38. Ability to make 

good decisions
39. King of Thebes
40. Belgian city
43. Basic unit
44. Phonograph 

recording
45. Flew off!
49. Moved quickly
50. Chums
51. Stick fast to
53. Megabyte
54. Perceives some-

thing not present
56. Fitzgerald and 

Eyre are two
58. Milliampere
59. Remain as is
60. Honors
63. Norse goddess of 

old age
64. Minimum
65. Rulers of Tunis

DOWN
 1. About Andes
 2. ESPN hostess
 3. Cerumen
 4. Perceived

 5. A right related to 
property

 6. Blessed with
 7. Mendelevium
 8. Of I
 9. Viscous liquid
10. Suffix
13. Bromine
14. Beverage
15. Level in an organi-

zation
20. Star Trek charac-

ter Laren
21. Bad grades
22. Mars crater
23. Small amount
27. Froth on ferment-

ing liquor
29. Bachelor of Divin-

ity
30. Follows sigma
31. Human foot
32. Commercial
33. Company that 

rings receipts
34. Experiencing a 

sudden sense of 
danger

35. Taxable
36. Alternative credit 

investment firm
37. Ho-__
38. Gold
40. Will not (obsolete)
41. Supposes without 

proof
42. Rapper __ Ham-

mer
44. Split lentils
45. Carried out sys-

tematically
46. Condition
47. Without restraint
48. Produces repro-

ductive cells
50. One of Washing-

ton state’s Tri-
Cities

51. Spielberg film
52. Elliptic function
54. Pearl Jam song 

“Hail __”
55. People in a film
57. Lethal dose
61. Root beer maker
62. Tellurium
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Backyard word 
search

Acres
Backyard
Bird feeder
Children
Concrete
Deck
Dog run

Enjoyment
Entertain
Fence
Garden
Gate
Hammock
Insects
Lanai
Neighbor
Parties

Patio
Pavers
Pergola
Playing
Pond
Pool
Porch
Privacy
Property
Relaxation

Retreat
Sandbox
Shed
Shrubbery
Spa
Staycation
Swingset
Trampoline
Treehouse
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Clint Eastwood

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am an actor and director born May 31, 1930 in 
California. I’ve worked as a grocery clerk, caddy and 
lifeguard before earning recognition for my acting 
chops. I am best known for my portrayal of a San 
Francisco “dirty” detective.

Let’s hope June brings some warm weather to the area
NEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD   |   LAVONNE ACKERMAN

So long, May! We are ready for 
June, and that means summer 
and fun. School is just about 
over, the weather is warming up 
(again) and there is plenty to do 
and see.

 I hope June comes in with 
sunshine and warm breezes. 
Time to get out the calendar 
to plan some picnics and other 
gatherings. Yay! ’Tis the season 
of  June and all things flip-flops 
and wearing white without any 
hesitation! 

Have a wonderful week and 
enjoy the sunshine. Let me 
know your news to share. 

Birthdays
Best wishes for a wonderful 

Wednesday birthday to Craig 
Mosher of  Lower Swatara. He is 
happy for 59 reasons on May 30. 
Enjoy! 

Happy June 1 birthday to Al 
Tomalis of  Lower Swatara. May 
your Friday be beautiful and let 
the celebrations last all week-
end long! 

Best wishes to Samuel Turns 
Jr. for a fantastic Friday, June 
1 birthday. He is partying in 
Middletown. Happy birthday!

Here is a shout-out to Pam 
Morsberger of  West Hanover. 
May your Friday be filled with 
all lovely and fun things. Happy 

June 1 party day, Trix!
Happy cake-and-ice cream 

day to Andrea Harvey of  Lower 
Swatara. I hope your Saturday, 
June 2, birthday lasts and lasts!

Lamar Ventura of  Lower 
Swatara hits cake day No. 17 on 
Sunday, June 3. Enjoy sunny 
skies, warm breezes and some 
fun, Lamar!

Aaron Suknaic marks his 24th 
birthday on Sunday, June 3. 
Many smiles are sent to you as 
you observe the best birthday 
yet, Aaron!

Happy confetti-popping day to 
Brenda Rineer of  Lower Swata-
ra on Monday, June 4. Have a 
marvelous day, Brenda!

Welcome to the 20s, Jared Rife 
of  Lower Swatara! He marks his 
cake day on June 4, too. Have a 
great Monday celebrating!

Keyana Allensworth of  Lower 
Swatara turns 14 on Tuesday, 
June 5. Many, many good 
wishes for joy to you as you 
celebrate your birthday the last 
week of  school! 

Anniversaries
Best wishes to David and 

Eileen Beasom, who celebrate 
15 years of  wedded bliss on 
Thursday, May 31. Hint here, 
the gift is watches! Eileen does 
beautiful work with the Wool 

and Flax Ministries. The ladies 
create gorgeous baby and tod-
dler sweaters for Morning Star. 
Have a wonderful day, and God 
bless you both! 

Happy fourth anniversary 
to Nathaniel and Rachel Perry 
of  Middletown. Gift: appli-
ances! Enjoy your special day 
on Friday, June 1. You are still 
newlyweds!

Bill and Dawn Mattes of  
Lower Swatara married on 
June 4, 1994. Best wishes to you 
two on Monday as you celebrate 
your hearts-and-flowers day!

Congrats and best wishes 
to Dave and Pam Yandrich of  
Lower Swatara. These two kids 
were married June 4, 1983. They 
celebrate their jade 35th wed-
ding anniversary Friday. Happy 
romantic weekend to you! 

Open house at historical society 
All are welcome to attend the 

Highspire Historical Society 
open house from 1 to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, June 2, at 273 2nd St., 
Highspire. 

The speakers are John Ziats 
and Jeannie Dunaway, who 
will present “Ghosts, Lore & 
Legends of  Middletown” at 3 
p.m. Recent donations will be on 
display. Light refreshments will 
be served. Parking is available 

in the rear, on Lusk Avenue. 
Call 717-939-0385 or 717-566-

6828 for more information.

LulaRoe Bingo
LulaRoe Bingo benefitting 

the Lower Swatara Lions Club 
featuring Kristina Spandler’s 
Mobile Boutique will be held 
Friday, June 22, at the Lions 
building, 2 Theodore Ave., 
Shopes Garden. 

Doors open at 5 p.m. Bingo is 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Cost is $25 per 
person and includes all games. 
Additional cards, raffles and 
concessions will be available for 
purchase. 

Contact Lion Babette Rudick, 
717-265-3060, or Lion Kelsey Var-
ner, 717-919-1114, to reserve your 
spot. Only 80 tickets will be sold, 
so get your tickets soon. 

Nancy's Famous Chili
1 lb. hamburger
1 can kidney beans (about 14 

oz.)
1 can stewed tomatoes
1 small onion
salt, pepper and chili powder 

to taste
Brown hamburger and drain, 

sauté onions until transparent. 
Combine all ingredients and 
simmer 45 minutes to an hour. 
While cooking, taste and adjust 

the seasoning. Serve with corn 
bread!

Quote of the Week
“I’m only wishing to go a-

fishing; For this the month of  
May was made.” — Henry Van 
Dyke, author, educator and 
clergyman. 

Question of the Week
What is your favorite food?
“Italian dunkers. You have 

to go to Seven Sorrows school 
cafeteria in order to try them.” 
— Victoria Kelly, 10, Swatara.

“Ice cream, cotton candy fla-
vored!” — Brooklyn Rodriguez, 
10, Royalton.

“Steak.” — Aijah Gladden, 11, 
Middletown.

“Everything!” — Noah Sheaf-
fer, 11, Lower Swatara.

“Homemade meals.” — Tyson 
Bomberger, 10, Lower Swatara.

“Burgers from McDonalds, 
and steak.” — Jaxon Monroig, 
11, Lower Swatara.

Proverb for the Week 
A cheerful look brings joy to 

the heart, and good news gives 
health to the bones (15:23). 

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Purchase and installation of  a 
new antenna to boost WMSS FM 
91.1, the Middletown Area School 
District radio station, was ap-
proved by the school board May 15.

The board approved three 
contracts for the project totaling 
$54,182, with the money to be paid 
from out of  the district’s Capital 
Reserve Fund.

The antenna and related equip-
ment is being purchased for $28,525 
from SCMS Inc.

Tower Services Unlimited was 
hired to extend the radio tower 
and install the antenna for $16,557. 

The board also approved a 
contract with Robert J. Brown to 
upgrade the WMSS transmitter 
for $9,100, plus necessary travel 
expenses.

WMSS is powered by a 100-foot-
tall tower at Middletown Area 
Middle School that sends out a 
475-watt signal to a radius of  20 
to 30 miles.

The expansion will allow WMSS 
to boost its signal in almost all 
directions by up to 4,500 watts or 
more.

 The project will also prevent 
other radio frequencies from en-
croaching upon the 91.1 frequency.

The tower will become 10 feet 
taller. The two “domes” attached 
to the tower will be replaced with 
four domes that will enable the 
station to send a more powerful 
signal in all directions.

WMSS must complete the proj-
ect by August or else other stations 
can start encroaching on the 91.1 
signal, according to a deadline set 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission.

WMSS gets 
OK to boost 
antenna, 
extend tower

New Lions in Lower Swatara
Lower Swatara Lions Club inducted seven members at its May 10 monthly 
meeting. After a fellowship dinner, the induction ceremony was highlighted 
with comments by Past District Governor Sal Miller, who presented each 
new member with a Lions Centennial pin. Pictured from left to right are 
Kathy Grogan, Abigail Pfister, Jeff Eberts, Club President Nate Pfister, Matt 
Eberts, Jack and Babette Rudick, Kelsey Varner, Nick Linn, Club Membership 
Chairman Ed Miller and Past District Governor Sal Miller. Lower Swatara 
Lions Club is a community service organization. Among its sponsored 
activities are the Easter egg hunt, Shopes Garden Halloween parade and 
Movie Night in the Park. The club continually looks for new members and 
ideas. Contact it through its Facebook page or website, or ask a member. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Pastor James Lyles, 10xBetter
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown
Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 717-215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Bewildered man 
found in car’s trunk

A routine traffic stop became 
unusual for township police 
when they found a man hiding 
in the trunk of  a car that also 
contained an array of  needles 
and marijuana.

During an interview of  a 
Harrisburg man in the parking 
lot of  the Wendy’s restaurant 
on Eisenhower Boulevard on 
May 18, a police officer spot-
ted an arm sticking out of  the 
backseat of  the 1993 Toyota 
Camry. Officers quickly opened 
the trunk and found a seem-
ingly bewildered man. Report-
edly he was unable to explain 
why and how long he had been 
in the trunk.

The investigating officer said 
the traffic stop was made when 
the driver failed to use a turn 
signal when exiting the Hol-
lywood Motel on Richardson 
Road onto Eisenhower Boule-
vard.

Police found the driver’s 
license of  the car owner, Rafael 
Torres, 29, of  the 1000 block of  
Park Street, had been sus-
pended. Police also said they 
smelled an odor of  burnt mari-
juana coming from the car.

In addition to the man in the 
trunk, police said they found 
marijuana, numerous needles 
and other items classified as 
drug paraphernalia in the car.

Torres was taken to the 
Dauphin County Judicial 
Center, where he was charged 
with possession of  marijuana, 
reckless driving, driving with 
a suspended license and 10 
counts of  possession of  drug 
paraphernalia, court records 
noted. He is to appear before 
District Judge Michael Smith 
on June 21 for a hearing.

No charges were filed 
against the passenger.

Incoherent driver at restaurant
An alert employee at the 

Wendy’s restaurant on Eisen-
hower Boulevard made a call 
to police that ended in the ar-
rest of  a Camp Hill man.

Police said Sean Walton, 37, 
of  the 1000 block of  Letchworth 
Drive, was at the drive-through 
window at about 1 a.m. May 
18 and appeared to be under 
the influence of  intoxicants. 
An incident report noted that 
an employee of  the restaurant 
said Walton’s 2004 Infiniti 
QX56 had struck a curb in the 
parking lot. The restaurant’s 
manager had attempted to 
speak to Walton but found him 
to be incoherent.

Emergency medical person-
nel were called and trans-
ported Walton to the Penn 
State Health Milton S. Her-
shey Medical Center, where 
he was examined for possible 
medical issues. Police noted a 
blood sample from Walton was 
drawn and tested for the pres-
ence of  intoxicants. Results 
were not reported.

A background check showed 
Walton’s driver’s license had 
been suspended for a previous 
DUI-related case. Police added 
that the car had an ignition 
interlock installed but was not 
operating. 

Court records note Walton 
has been charged with DUI-
controlled substance (two 
counts), operating a vehicle 
without lights, operating a 
vehicle without an ignition 
interlock, and driving with a 

BAC of  0.02 or greater while a 
driver’s license is suspended.

Walton is to appear before 
District Judge Michael Smith 
on June 20.

Break-in at concession stand
Police report a concession 

stand at an athletic field in the 
1000 block of  Longview Drive 
at Memorial Park was broken 
into during the early morning 
of  May 20.

Investigators said screws to 
a door were pried off to gain 
entry. Nothing is believed to 
have been stolen.

Police are asking anyone 
with information to contact 
them at 717-939-0463.

Drug charges vs. Dillsburg man
Charges of  possession of  

a small amount of  mari-
juana and possession of  drug 
paraphernalia have been filed 
against Maurice Caston, 46, 
of  the 200 block of  Capitol Hill 
Road, Dillsburg, court records 
noted.

The case stems from a rou-
tine check of  vehicles in the 
area of  the Hollywood Motel 
in the 100 block of  Richardson 
Road on May 18.

Caston was driving a 2010 
Toyota Scion and records 
showed a warrant had been is-
sued out of  Cumberland Coun-
ty for his arrest. In the course 
of  the investigation, police said 
they found him to be in pos-
session of  a small amount of  
marijuana and items classified 
as drug paraphernalia.

Caston was taken to the Dau-
phin County Judicial Center, 
where he was charged. He is to 
appear before District Judge 
Michael Smith on May 30 for a 
preliminary hearing.

Pain medications stolen
A resident of  the first block 

of  Nissley Drive told police her 
home was burglarized and pre-
scription medications stolen.

Police believe the theft took 
place sometime in April when 
the resident was not at home. 
Authorities were contacted by 
the victim May 13. 

Investigators said there was 
no sign of  forced entry. They 
did not specify a quantity or 
the type of  pain medication 
that was reported stolen.

Break-in at residence
Police were called to a home 

in the 2000 block of  Fulling 
Mill Road to investigate a 
break-in that took place during 
the early morning of  May 12.

Entry was gained by break-
ing a window and door in the 
attached garage. Nothing is 
believed to have been stolen. 

Police are asking anyone 
with information to contact 
them at 717-939-0463.

Burglary call
Police said a flatscreen tele-

vision was smashed during a 
break-in at a residence in the 
90 block of  Mic Nan Drive.

Investigators said a door was 
forced open to gain entry on 
May 6 or May 7.

The victim told police the 
Sanyo television had a value of  
$450. Police said an inventory 
of  the home is underway.

Police are asking anyone 
with information to contact 
them at 717-939-0463.

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary Church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has been 
our privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the 
good news has never changed in over 2000 years. 
We firmly hold to the Apostles Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resur-

rection for sinners we can and will be forgiven and saved from God’s 
wrath. Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. 

 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. We are located at the 
corner of  Spruce and Emaus 
streets here in Middletown. We 
have a fellowship meal following 
the 10:15 a.m. morning service 
on the first Sunday of  every 
month, free to all who come. We 

also have Sunday school classes 
for all ages at 9 a.m. and a Bible 
Study each Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
We are now studying the power 
of  prayer. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 
10:45 a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages. 

 We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people 
of  all ages and walks of  life, some dressed 
formally and others casually in jeans and 
sneakers. Come as you are.

 Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or 
un-baptized) to partake of  the 
holy sacrament. We invite you 
to experience life at Evangelical 
UMC. Whether you are look-
ing for a community, are lonely, 
searching for the meaning of  life, 
or want to know more about Je-
sus, our doors are open for you. 
Check our website to learn more 
about us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assis-
tants are as follows: Pastor – Lee 
Ellenberger; Organist – Don 

Cowsert; Children’s Time – Lee 
Ellenberger; Audio Visual – 
Steve Moyer, Jamal Warren and 
Justin Hahn; Head Usher – Mary 
Anne Naugle; Greeters: Warren 
and Jean Coover, and Eleanor 
Jane Sankey; Communion Stew-
ards: Tom and Deb Klugh; Nurs-
ery Caregivers – Gloria Clouser, 
Vickie Hubbard.

 This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., May 30: 6 p.m., Alco-
holics Anonymous Book Study 
Group.

 Sun., June 3: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school; 10:15 a.m., Sunday Wor-
ship Service with Communion. 

 Tues., June 5: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by New Thing Community.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion. New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. 
We are handicap accessible via 

ramp at back door. For additional 
church information call 717-
944-9595. For security purposes 
our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that 
will be the front door.

 Sundays: Youth Fellowship 
meets every Sunday evening 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-
pate in these important areas of  
our church life.

 Contributions in provided 
baby bottles for Morningstar 
Pregnancy Services now until 
Father’s Day.

 Ushers for June: Ellie Free-

land, Evette Graham, Colin 
Graham and Charles Schiefer. 
Children’s church leaders for 
June 3: Nan Fishburn and Julie 
Myers. Greeter: Bonny Harper.

 Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
that is made out of  nails and is il-
luminated at night.  From spring 
to winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” In ad-
dition, he posts a pod cast of  Bi-
ble study many days on Facebook 
via YouTube. We invite everyone 
to tune him in for inspiration for 
their day.

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com. 

Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Thurs., May 
31: 7:15 p.m., 
Choir.

 Please join 
us on Sunday, June 3 at 10:30 
a.m. as our Pastor Christian 
Neubaum leads us in worship. 
Our sanctuary is air-conditioned 
and handicapped accessible, and 
there are also hearing devices 
for anyone wanting to use one. 
Nursery is available during the 
service, as well as Bible Listening 
bags for children to utilize during 

the service. Do join us! 
 Our electronic newsletter can 

be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat). For further in-
formation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown is a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Please join us for 
worship. Our worship times are: Sunday morn-
ing worship at 10 a.m. Sunday Church School for 
all ages begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday morning at 
10 a.m.; Saturday evening at 5 p.m. Please enter 
the church through the parking lot door. Our 
Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. on 
WMSS 91.1FM.

Church and Community 
Events:

 Sat., June 2: 5 p.m., Holy Com-
munion – Good Shepherd Chapel. 

 Sun., June 3: 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion, Spirit and Trust 
Band will lead worship. Every-
one is invited; 3 p.m., Harrisburg 
Mandolin Ensemble. All are 
welcome, no tickets needed, (free 
will offering).

 Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals may 
also take items directly to the 

food pantry, which is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 pm. The Community Action 
Commission office is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., at the same location. Food 
Pantry Sunday is June 3 (the first 
Sunday of  each month).

 Visit our website at www.stpe-
tersmiddletown.org.

 Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

 Scripture for June 2/3: Deu-
teronomy 5:12-15; Psalm 81:1-10; 
2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Mark 2:23 
- 3:6.

We’ve been here for generations - just like you.
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Help with veterans’ benefits always free, DMVA says
Veterans and their dependents 

should never pay for help to apply 
for veterans’ benefits, according 
to the Pennsylvania Department 

of  Military and Veterans Affairs. 
Federal and state law makes 

provisions for accredited veterans 
service organizations to provide 

free advice and assistance to vet-
erans as they apply for benefits.

For more information, visit 
www.dmva.pa.gov.

Russell C. Earhart Sr., Lon-
donderry Township tax collector, 
was arraigned before District Jus-
tice William Heckman last Thurs-
day morning on 506 counts of  
“theft by failure to make required 
disposition of  funds received.” 

The charges allege that Ear-
hart failed to turn over a total of  
$162,273 in tax revenues to the 
Lower Dauphin School District 
in the period from August 1981 to 
September 1983. 

Earhart voluntarily relin-
quished his duties as tax collector 
last October but has not officially 

resigned from his elected position. 
Earhart voluntarily presented 

himself  for arrest and was subse-
quently released after posting bail 
in the amount of  $10,000. He was 
scheduled to receive a preliminary 
hearing before Heckman at 10 
a.m. today. 

Joseph Kleinfelter, chief  deputy 
district attorney for Dauphin 
County, said last Thursday that 
Earhart's arrest culminated nine 
months of  investigations. The 
charges could result in a maxi-
mum sentence of  $15,000 in fines 
and a prison term of  seven years.

Londonderry taxman arraigned 
on charges of holding taxes

Other headlines
• MAHS boys track team 

finishes fourth in states
• Band members honored 

by booster banquet
• Gone fishin’: Experts 

weigh the possibilities of  a 
trout fishery in our area

• New tech school policy 
tested by Middletown 
School Board

Hot buys
• June hearing aid spe-

cial on the new model “I 
Understand.” $349. Zech-
man Hearing Aid Service, 
115 E. Main St., Middle-
town.
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One outside threat is the Masterpiece Cakeshop 

v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission case now be-

fore the US Supreme court. Jack Phillips, the baker 

who refused to make a cake for David Mullins and 

Charlie Craig in 2012, argues he should be allowed to 

discriminate against LGBTQ people as an expression 

of  religious freedom. His argument is dangerous and 

ugly, and threatens to undermine many of  the recently 

hard-earned victories against discrimination. 

Villains outside our community are easy to express 

outrage toward.

It is more difficult to look inside our own communi-

ties and networks to identify how we may cause harm 

to each other. How do we turn away from that harm 

toward creating healing queer communities?

A recent, called “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgen-

der, Queer, and HIV-affected Intimate Partner Violence 

in 2016,” allows us to jump into that conversation.

The report is an analysis of  more than 2,000 reports 

of  intimate partner violence collected by 14 member 

programs of  the National Coalition of  Anti-Violence 

Programs (NCAVP). 

It seeks to describe the violence experienced by 

LGBTQ and HIV-affected communities in the fourteen 

geographic regions represented, from Los Angeles to 

Kansas City to Burlington. It should not be understood 

as a count of  the totality of  intimate partner violence 

taking place in LGBTQ and HIV-affected communities 

across the US. 

That being said, even the raw counts of  incident 

reports in each program should be understood as 

the tip of  the iceberg for the regions served. Many 

survivors of  intimate partner violence may not feel 

comfortable disclosing their traumatic experiences, 

THE THREAT 
FROM WITHIN

A disturbing look at 

intimate partner violence

By Louie Marven

There are formidable threats to LGBTQ safety and civil rights 

from outside our community. Are there also formidable 

threats to our safety from within our own community?

Please see THREAT FROM WITHIN, page 18

By Central Voice

Shippensburg Univer-

sity senior Trent Bauer 

now knows the power of  

media.
Last October Bauer did 

a “White Men Can Dance” 

segment on Ellen DeGe-

neres – and then received 

a $10,000 check for his self-

less volunteer work.

Bauer didn’t know that 

his friend Steph had writ-

ten to Ellen telling her that 

he was the “most selfless 

and special” people she 

knew. She also explained 

that Bauer was dedicated to LGBT activism at his school. 

He serves as the university’s first LGBT student 

coordinator. “I wrote to the president [of  the school] 

and asked them to create [the position].” According to 

Shippensburg U.

senior shows Ellen 

he can dance

Ellen's TV audience learns there's a lot 

more to this guy than his moves

Trent Bauer struttin' his stuff on “The Ellen Show.”  -Youtube

Trent Bauer

FAB FEST:

Oh, what 
a night!
PG. 16
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Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal

• MIDDLETOWN: Health Standard 

For Water Compliance. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Sergeant Testing 

Announcement. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Invitation 

To Bid. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Proposed 

Final Budget. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Betty L. Ramsey 

Estate Notice. A4

• SWATARA TWP: Tzyh S. Wu Es-

tate Notice. A4

• STEELTON: Barbara C. Kostyal 

Estate Notice. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Charlotte A. 

Washington Estate Notice. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Daniel E. 

Wolfe Estate Notice. A4
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Write-ins could shape November ballot

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

and David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

It looks as though Middletown 

Mayor James H. Curry III can be 

on the Democratic ballot in the 

general election in the fall — if  

he wants to be.

In Lower Swatara, two Repub-

licans received enough write-in 

votes from Democrats to appear 

on the November ballot.

And Middletown Borough 

Councilor Ian Reddinger also said 

he is interested in running after 

receiving support on the Tuesday, 

May 16 primary ballot.

In an unusual election year, it’s 

likely write-in candidates will play 

a key in who is elected in the fall.

Curry received 70 write-in votes 

on the Democratic ballot, accord-

ing to Jerry Feaser, director of  

the Dauphin County Office of  

Elections and Voter Registration. 

Curry would need only 10 certi-

fied write-in votes to appear on 

the Democratic ballot in the fall. 

If  Curry does 

decide to run 

the fall elec-

tion will be a 

rematch be-

tween the one 

four years ago 

between Curry, 

who at the time 

was a Demo-

crat, and Republican Robert Giv-

ler.
Givler, a retired Middletown po-

lice officer, defeated fellow retired 

borough police officer Richard 

Hiester on the 

Republican bal-

lot during Tues-

day’s primary, 

235 votes to 183 

votes.
Reddinger, 

a Republican 

who was not 

on the primary 

ballot after he chose not to run — 

received 24 write-in votes on the 

Democratic ballot. 

That could enable Reddinger to 

run for a full four-year term in the 

fall if  he chooses to. Reddinger was 

appointed to council in May 2016. 

“I am interested in running,” 

Reddinger told the Press & Jour-

nal. “I do want to serve Middletown 

and I appreciate their support.”

In the unofficial results for Mid-

dletown Borough Council, Dawn 

Knull was the only person on the 

Democratic ballot for a four-year 

seat. Knull received 229 votes, and 

there were 75 write-in votes cast.

Borough council candidate Jen-

ny Miller also received 17 write-in 

votes on the Democratic ballot for 

a four-year seat. However, Miller 

will already be on the Republican 

ballot in the fall.

Three candidates were on the 

Republican ballot competing for 

three four-year seats. Miller re-

ceived 379 votes, Rachelle Reid 294 

and David Rhen 292. There were 

95 write-in votes.

Voters will elect three council 

members in November for the 

four-year seat. If  Reddinger choses 

to be on the ballot, three would be 

Reflecting on Middletown’s prom

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER

Ivy Martnishn and Chris Plummer get ready to enter the Middletown prom on Saturday, May 20, at the Red Lion 

Hotel Harrisburg Hershey. For more photos, see page B6 and go to www.pressandjournal.com.

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An eyewitness in the March 24 

shooting at River House Bar & 

Grill in Londonderry Township 

has refused to 

answer ques-

tions under 

oath.
That revela-

tion came to 

light Wednes-

day, May 17, 

as the prelimi-

nary hearing 

was about to 

start in the case against Tanner 

Allen Stark. State Police said Stark 

began shooting after two River 

House bouncers escorted him out 

of  the bar because he was seen 

wearing a handgun in his right 

front pants pocket. 

After Stark started firing, two 

men who were inside the bar went 

out to confront Stark, according to 

police. One was David Seesholtz, 

a patron; and the other was Andy 

Cole, who was tending bar inside 

the River House at the time. 

There are two eyewitnesses to 

what happened, Stark’s defense 

attorney Jerry Russo said im-

mediately after the hearing was 

ended by District Judge David 

Judy. Russo did not identify the 

eyewitnesses, or indicate whether 

he was referring to Seesholtz or 

Cole.
Judy agreed to the request, 

saying that Russo “has raised 

legitimate legal issues.”

The court needs to determine 

“whether or not the invocation 

of  the right to remain silent by an 

eyewitness is legal and proper,” 

Russo said.

Witness in River 

House shooting 

remains silent

Stark

Unidentified person won’t 

answer questions under oath

Please see SHOOTING, page A4

Memorial Day parade 

back to ‘normal’ route 

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

This year’s Memorial Day pa-

rade in Middletown will return to 

its “normal” route, according to 

Ricky Snyder Jr. of  Middletown 

VFW Post 1620, who is helping to 

organize the events.

The parade will begin at 9 a.m. 

near Emaus and Wood streets 

before following its regular route 

of  traveling on Ann Street and 

Union Street and concluding at 

the Middletown Cemetery.

Last year, the parade route was 

changed due to road work. 

Snyder said for him, planning 

and executing the parade has been 

both hectic and rewarding, and he 

receives gratification from see-

ing the streets lined with people, 

especially those continuing the 

tradition of  attending the parade 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Early 2018 looks to be the 

soonest that more Middletown-

area residents and businesses 

can buy a banner honoring a 

veteran that could be placed 

somewhere in town.

It also appears likely that 

when more banners become 

available, they will be sold 

not through 

the borough 

but through 

a veterans 

o r g a n i z a -

tion such as 

the Ameri-

can Legion 

or the Veter-

ans of  For-

eign Wars.

However, it’s unlikely that 

Councilor Diana McGlone — 

who played a key role in getting 

the banner program started 

— will be a part of  it moving 

forward. 

During the borough coun-

cil’s most recent meeting, on 

Wednesday, May 17, McGlone 

could not get anyone on council 

to second her motion to imme-

diately reopen the program and 

make more banners available 

for sale through the borough. 

“I am removing myself  from 

this program,” McGlone told 

the council later in the meeting. 

The banners have proven 

to be wildly popular among 

residents, since the banners 

first started appearing on 

green light poles and utility 

poles throughout Middletown 

on May 9.

But the way the program 

was carried out by McGlone 

has become the subject of  con-

siderable controversy among 

members of  borough council. 

Council President Damon 

Suglia and Vice President 

Dawn Knull both made state-

ments at the start of  the May 17 

meeting, defending themselves 

against McGlone’s charge that 

Suglia and Knull are “anti-

veteran” because they have 

refused to reopen the program 

to make more banners avail-

able to people who want to 

Military 
banners 
might be 
revisited in 

early 2018
McGlone says she is 

done with program

McGlone

Please see BANNERS, page A8

Newly painted pool gets ready to open 

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID BARR

Casey Coble prepares to add a chain to a floating pool toy Monday.

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

As the weather becomes warmer 

and summer approaches, it is time 

to break out the bathing suits and 

bottles of  sunscreen and hit the 

Middletown Pool. 

The pool is scheduled to open for 

the first time this year on Saturday, 

May 27, and remain open through 

the holiday weekend. It will close 

for the following week, before 

reopening the following weekend, 

June 3-4. It will close once more 

June 5-6 before opening for good 

Please see POOL, page A8

More inside

Memorial Day editorial. PAGE A6.

Memorial Day pages. PAGES A9-A10

Please see MEMORIAL, page A4

Givler
Reddinger

Please see BALLOT, page A3

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Lions Club – 6:30 pm
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: LEGO® Jr. Maker 
Club – 6:30 pm, Jewelry Club 
– 6 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Summer Music Series, Sun-
set Bar/Grill: Cruise Control 
– 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Planning Commission – 7 pm
• Susquehanna Area Regional
Airport Auth. – 8 am

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Zoning Hearing Board – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am

MIDDLETOWN
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time –
10:30 am, Family Yoga – noon,
Tales with T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Londonderry Lionettes – 7 pm

SUMMER BEGINS
LONDONDERRY TWP. 
• Senior Citizen’s – 1 pm
• Summer Music Series, Sunset 
Bar/Grill: Jeffrey J. Walker – 7 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Borough Authority – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• LIbrary: LEGO® Jr. Maker 
Club – 6:30 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Board of Commissioners – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am,

MIDDLETOWN
• Red Rose Rebekah #586 – 1 pm
• Alzheimer’s Assoc. @ Frey Vil-
lage – 6:30 pm
• Library: Mystery Book Club – 6 
pm, STEM Club – 6 pm, Family 
Yoga – 6 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Municipal Authority – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• Ind/Comm. Develop – 6:30 pm
• Boro Council – 7 pm
• MASD Board – 7 pm
• Library: Story Time- 10:30 am, 
Yoga – noon, T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm

ROYALTON
• Planning Commission – 7 pm
• Boro Authority – 5 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN 
• Kiwanis – 6 pm
• Am. Legion Board – 7 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm, 
Family Yoga – 6 pm 

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Fire Co. Aux. 7:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• M-town Alumni Assoc. – 8 pm
• ABWA Olmsted Chapt. – 6 pm
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• MASD: Academic Affairs – 
6:30 pm, Personnel – 7:30 pm, 
Finance – 8 pm
• Library: Story Time – 10:30 am,
Family Yoga – noon, Tales with 
T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Wesley Gold – 11 am-1 pm
• Elks at Am. Legion – 7 pm
• Human Relations Commission 
– 6:30 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am, 
followed by Retirement Board 
Meeting
• Prison Board – 1:30 pm

HERSHEY
• St. Joan of Arc Parish Festival, 
359 Areba Ave., 5-10 pm

HERSHEY
• St. Joan of Arc Parish Festival, 
359 Areba Ave., 5-10 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Fire Co. – 7:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Red Rose Rebekah #586 – 1 
pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm, 
Family Yoga – 6 pm,
• Borough Council – 6:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• MASD Board – 6 pm
• M-town Library Board – 6 pm
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• Library: Story Time – 10:30 am,
Yoga – noon, T.A.I.L.S – 6 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

STEELTON/HIGHSPIRE
• Steel-High Commencement
In HS Auditorium – 6:30 pm

ROYALTON
• Borough Council – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Recreation Board – 6 pm
• Twp. Commissioners – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Middletown HS Commence-
ment @ Forum – 7:30 pm
• Youth Club: Board-7 pm;
General-8 pm
• Am. Legion Aux. – 7 pm 

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am
• Prison Board – 1:30 pm

WORLD OCEAN DAY MIDDLETOWN
• Historical Society Arts &
Crafts Fair – 10 am-5 pm @
Hoffer Park

CANDY MONTHDAIRY MONTH AQUARIUM MONTH

We Are  
PENN STATE 
in the Capital Region

777 West Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057
717-948-6000 • harrisburg.psu.edu

An Equal Opportunity University

Embracing a Rich History and 
Working Toward a Bright Future

We serve with passion and strive for excellence

JEFF HASTE, Chairman 
MIKE PRIES, Vice Chairman 
GEORGE HARTWICK III, Secretary

Middletown
Area School

District

The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs, or 

employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

55 West Water Street, Middletown, PA 17057 (717) 948-3300

“Helping To Shape The Future By 
Meeting The Challenges Of Today”

2601 Sunset Drive
Middletown • 944.5415
www.sunsetbandg.com
www.sunsetgc.com

www.londonderrypa.org

  Live Music on 
the deck

  Daily Food & 
Drink Specials

 
  Open Golf  

Tourneys

   Jr. Golf Clinic

  Stars & Stripes 
Salute

This month’s calendar is made possible by the community-minded 
businesses, local municipalities, county offices and educational 
institutions shown below.

Press & Journal is not only a community newspaper, 
we also publish Woman and The Central Voice with 
a combined circulation of over 30,500.
What makes us unique? Community 
influence, positive social contribution 
and expanding beyond traditional 
media solutions to reach more 
people than ever before. 

&PRESS
 JOURNAL

Reach the consumers you want, aligned with specific content, geography or timeframe. Contact Dave Brown: davebrown@pressandjournal.com; 717-944-4628

HUG HOLIDAY

DAUPHIN COUNTY
 •Ag Land Preservation Board 
– 9 am

MIDDLETOWN
• Dancing at Event Place, 11 S. 
Union St. – 8 to 11 pm
• Susquehanna Area Regional
Airport Authority – 8 am

MIDDLETOWN
• Kiwanis – 6 pm
•Am. Legion – 7 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm, 
Family Yoga – noon

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Municipal Authority – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Conservation District Ag – 2 pm

FATHER'S DAY

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fire Co. – 8 pm, Sr Citizens – 1 pm
• Music Series, Jeffrey J. Walker – 7 pm
MIDDLETOWN
• Boro Authority – 7:30 pm
• Library: Book Club – 6 pm,
LEGO® Jr. Maker Club – 6:30 pm
HUMMELSTOWN
• LD Commencement @ Giant 
Center – 7 pm
DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Emergency Planning – 10 am
• Conservation District – 7 pm
HIGHSPIRE
• Civil Service – 12 pm

GAY PRIDE MONTH

STEELTON
Established 1880

Our Renaissance Starts Now . . . 
Steelton is Open for Business with 
Tax Incentives for New Business

Maria R. Marcinko, Mayor
Doug Brown, Borough Manager
Terry Carroll, Accounts Payable
Rosemarie Paul, Asst. Secretary/Treasurer
Michele Powell, Utility Billing Clerk
Marianne Reider, Tax Collector

Borough Council:
Brian Proctor, President

Michael Segina, Vice President
Keontay Hodge, Pro-Tem

Dennis Heefner
Natashia Woods

Kelly Kratzer
William Krovic

MIDDLETOWN
• Sons of Am. Legion – 5 pm

LET'S WORK TOGETHER...

ADOPT A CAT MONTH

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Bingo: Open Noon, First
Game – 2 pm, Fire Co.

NATIONAL PINK DAY

LIGHTNING SAFETY WEEK LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fire Co. Chicken BBQ –
10 am-2 pm
• Stars & Stripes Salute, Sunset 
Park/Sunset Bar/Grill. Park 
opens – 5 pm, Fireworks follow-
ing entertainment.

HUMMELSTOWN
• Bingo Blast, Hummelstown
Fire Co. Doors open 5 pm; First
Game 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Frey Village Strawberry 
Festival – 
8:30 am-1 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Historical Society Open House 
– 1-5 pm @ Wilson House, 273 
2nd St.

FIGHT THE FILTHY FLY 
MONTH

FLAG DAY
LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Summer Music Series, Sunset
Bar/Grill: Don Johnson Band – 7 pm 
MIDDLETOWN
• Walk-In Immunization Clinic
49 Wilson St. – 9:30-11:30 am
  • MASD: Athletic/Activities – 
6:30 pm, Operations – 7 pm
• Historical Restoration – 6:30 pm
HERSHEY
• St. Joan of Arc Parish Festival, 
359 Areba Ave., 5-10 pm
LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Lions – 6:30 pm

I
❤

PINK

P U B L I C AT I O N S
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It’s been more than three 
years since the Elks Theatre 
closed. 

Now, it’s up for sale. 
Who has the vision to see it 
through the next 100 years, in 
what likely will be a new use?

Clearly, the Middletown 
Industrial and Commercial 
Development Authority, 
the borough agency that 
owns the theater, had little 
confidence in the Friends 
of  the Elks Theatre, the 
Middletown-based nonprofit 
group that was ready to take 
the theater for $1. It planned 
to change the theater into a 
multi-function facility that 
would show movies and play 
host to live events.

We don’t know exactly why 
the decision was made to sell. 
There are three members 
of  the ICDA: Mayor James 
H. Curry III and Councilors 
Dawn Knull and Ian Red-
dinger. None commented re-
garding the sale when asked 

by the Press & Journal, and 
there was no public discus-
sion at the May 16 meeting 
when the decision was made.

The Friends group said it 
provided the information the 
ICDA requested but received 
no explanation as to why the 
decision to sell was made.

The borough also has 
turned down our Right-to-
Know requests to access the 
2017 appraisal of  the theater, 
so we don’t know what an 
expert says its worth.

That silence does a disser-
vice to residents, who deserve 
an explanation behind the 
reasoning to sell, and an idea 
of  its worth as it heads onto 
the market.

We can quibble with Gor-
don Einhorn, a member of  
the Friends’ board of  direc-
tors, who said “there was 
strong community support 
for reopening the theater.” 
Of  late, we have seen little 
evidence that residents care. 

There are no groups coming 
to speak at borough council 
or ICDA meetings. Maybe 
everyone outside the Friends 
group has resolved them-
selves to the fact that it’s not 
going to reopen.

We are curious what terms 
might be insisted upon by 
the borough for any poten-
tial buyer. The theater is in 
an area zoned for general 
commercial purposes, which 
means it is relatively open to 
any type of  business.

Two years ago, Reddinger 
said the spot was better suit-
ed to become luxury condo-
miniums, retail storefronts, 
or a combination of  the two. 
We didn’t dismiss that idea 
then, and we don’t now.

This is prime real estate. 
It’s right next to the Tattered 
Flag Brewery & Still Works. 
There is another commer-
cial property available right 
around the corner, as the 
thrift store site at 17 S. Union 

St. will be leased out. The 
abandoned Bunky’s, 10-12 
S. Union St., could be up for 
sale. In other words, that cor-
ner of  the borough could look 
much different in several 
years. We hope those prime 
spots become homes to new 
and thriving businesses.

If  and when the new 
Amtrak station is completed 
(sometime in the 2020s, pos-
sibly), and the pedestrian 
walkway is completed over 
Route 230 from Penn State 
Harrisburg, and the Emaus 
Street extension is opened, 
it will lead straight past the 
Elks Theatre location.

In other words, this is a 
prime spot, ripe for develop-
ment. Who has the vision to 
make it happen? Who is going 
to step up? How will borough 
leaders help? What role will 
the ICDA, the development 
authority, play? 

For now, the picture is 
blurry.

After you’ve kicked the can down 
the road enough, you finally run out of  
road. 

Sadly, this is where our state govern-
ment now finds itself  after years of  
neglect of  funding for long-term care 
services and support for lower income 
adults who need 24/7 care and super-
vision due to health and/or cognitive 
issues. For years, we have warned that 
the demographics of  Pennsylvania’s 
population older than age 85 demanded 
the attention of  lawmakers and the 
governor.

Pennsylvania is one of  the top three 
states with the highest percentage of  
people older than age 85, and that popu-
lation is growing at 10 times the rate of  
the rest of  the population. As much as 
people would prefer to receive services 
at home — and we absolutely agree that 

home care and home health services 
should be available to everyone for 
whom it is appropriate — many of  the 
over-85 population clearly have more 
care needs, may not be able to live in 
many home dwellings due to mobility 
problems, and may be socially isolated 
with few if  any friends and relatives 
available to provide assistance when 
the home care or home health provider 
is not present.

Some of  these people have care needs 
so intensive that they may need skilled 
nursing facility care for at least a period 
of  time. But few people have planned 
for the cost of  long-term nursing facil-
ity care. They wrongly assume Medi-
care will pay for it. Many times it won’t. 
And when it does, it’s for a very limited 
time with expensive co-pays. 

The cost of  nursing facility care can 
reach $10,000 per month or more. Not 
many people can afford this cost. That 
is why nearly two-thirds of  residents 
in nursing facilities are on Medicaid, a 
federal/state program that is ostensibly 
available for people with limited finan-
cial resources who are unable to afford 

medical services.
But Pennsylvania has not increased 

the budget for Medicaid for LTCSS for 
the last three years nor five out of  the 
last seven state budgets. 

Providers that insist on providing a 
higher quality of  care, like our not-for-
profit members, are losing $100 to $150 
for each resident per day between their 
actual costs and the state Medicaid pay-
ments. 

Those residents who pay for their 
own care essentially make up the dif-
ference by paying more than what they 
would if  government paid its fair share. 
In essence, this is a hidden tax on self-
paying residents because the governor 
and General Assembly refuse to honor 
the state’s financial obligation. 

What is particularly upsetting is that 
the Department of  Human Services’ 
own regulations spell out what the rate 
should be. Yet lawmakers and the gov-
ernor ignore the regulations and reduce 
reimbursement to the point where the 
Medicaid rate in Pennsylvania is just 
80 percent of  what the state’s own rules 
require.

Even those providers that have 
reduced quality commensurate to the 
current Medicaid rate are failing. Eight 
former Golden Living facilities, now 
run by a company called Skyline, have 
essentially stopped paying their bills 
and staff. The state Department of  
Health has appointed temporary man-
agers to run these facilities, but how 
long can that go on?

It’s only going to get worse if  lawmak-
ers and the governor keep ignoring this 
problem. The Department of  Human 
Services will not even consider alterna-
tives that would stretch scarce Med-
icaid dollars to provide care for those 
who need constant assistance with 
activities of  daily living and who could 
adequately be provided services in as-
sisted living facilities for half  the cost 
of  nursing facilities. 

Why are legislators and the gover-
nor turning their backs on our frailest 
elderly population? Why doesn’t the 
state simply allow for Medicaid to pay 
for assisted living as every state but 
Kentucky and Alabama already allows? 

Department of  Human Services of-

ficials believe that if  the state provided 
Medicaid for lower income persons 
who need assisted living, “people would 
be coming out of  the woodwork to get 
these services.” 

Forty-seven states (all but Kentucky, 
Alabama and Pennsylvania) disagree. 
Instead, in Pennsylvania, if  people need 
24/7 services, they find a way to qualify 
for nursing facility care at twice the 
cost to the state. 

It makes no sense to deny low-income 
seniors access to assisted living instead 
of  nursing facilities. And it makes no 
sense to underfund Medicaid care in 
nursing facilities.

Kicking the can down the road is no 
longer an option for the Legislature 
and the governor. The time has come 
for a real solution. Adequate funding to 
care for our Medicaid seniors in nurs-
ing facilities and allowing older adults 
needing Medicaid to live in assisted 
living facilities is the solution.

Ron Barth is president and CEO of  
LeadingAge Pa, an association of  not-
for-profit senior services.

Why are legislators, governor turning their backs on frailest elderly? 

EDITORIALVIEW

Elks Theatre for sale, but now what?

The NFL’s new “anthem poli-
cy” requires players to “respect” 
the flag and the national anthem 
or stay in the locker room until 
it is played. The NFL refers to 
this as a compromise — it was 
anything but. 

This was a mandate, not a 
decision arrived at through a 
collaborative process. Despite 
claiming that they would consult 
with the players before mak-
ing a decision on this issue, 
the National Football League 
Players Association said, “The 
NFL chose to not consult the 
union in the development of  this 
new ‘policy.’” So the league and 
owners will decide what shows 
“respect.”  

Kneeling is out. The Pitts-
burgh Steelers indicated that 
raising a fist or linking arms 
is out. If  one team decides a 
gesture or posture is respectful 
but another team doesn’t like 
it, what will happen? One of  the 
NFL officials actually said, “We 
will know it when we see it.”  

Players who want to kneel (or 
raise a fist or link arms or do 
some other kind of  gesture) are 
told, “If  you do that on the field 
we will take money away from 
you.” This is simply a varia-
tion of  an old, familiar theme. 
Don’t demonstrate in the street 
because you block my commute 
home. Don’t demonstrate down-
town, I have shopping to do. 

Don’t demonstrate at a sport-
ing event because you take 
away from my entertainment. 
Why can’t you all just shut up 
and dribble? 

Telling players to stay in 
the locker room also rings 
familiar as well — get to the 

back of  the bus. Get to the other 
water fountain. Do not appear in 
public in ways that will threaten 
or displease white people in 
America. If  you want to protest, 
do it in a way that white folks 
don’t have to see it or deal with 
your claimed injustices.  

And with the collusion to 
keep Colin Kaepernick out of  
the league combined with teams 
asking free agents if  they will 
stand during the anthem, anoth-
er message is being delivered. Be 
thankful you are making all that 
money — you play a game for 
a living. If  we didn’t allow you 
to be making this money, you 
would be out there with the rest 
of  “them.” 

President Donald Trump 
weighed in on players stay-
ing in the locker room saying, 
“Maybe you should not be in 
the country.” In a country that 
claims to value free speech and 
expression, you should be fined 
or forced to leave the country if  
you “speak” in a way some don’t 
like. George Orwell would have 
loved it.  

John Elway and other NFL 
officials have said that we 
should “take the politics out of  
football.” Really? What about 
the millions of  dollars paid to 
the NFL by the Department of  
Defense to promote the military? 
If  encouraging people not to 

serve in the military is a politi-
cal act, then encouraging them 
to serve is equally political. 
What about the show of  military 
aircraft flying overhead and 
flags streaming across the field? 
Kneeling during the anthem has 
nothing to do with being for or 
against military recruiting, but 
the Pentagon paid for the NFL 
to promote the military — an 
overtly political act — and the 
NFL has been delivering. There 
is nothing wrong with that, but 
it is what it is. The NFL gave up 
being non-political a long time 
ago. 

The NFL said the new policy 
would change “a false percep-
tion among many that thou-
sands of  NFL players were 
unpatriotic.” Think about that 
for a minute. There was a false 
perception that players were 
unpatriotic, meaning the players 
kneeling were patriotic. The 
cure for this false perception is 
to force players to stand when 
they would prefer to kneel. By 
forcing them to stand, the fans 
will now know they are patri-
otic. This makes no sense. 

Only one team has said they 
will stop selling concessions 
during the anthem. It does not 
appear that suspending the sell-
ing of  beer, hot dogs, banners, 
and the like was even considered 
by the group. I guess it is not dis-
respectful to leave your seat and 
miss the anthem in order to get a 
dog and a beer. After all, there is 
money to be made. 

And no disrespect is shown by 
the fans at home who go to the 
bathroom, grab another beer, 
or set up the snacks during the 

anthem. The respect that must 
be shown must come from the 
players. 

Houston Texans owner Bob 
McNair told players last year, 
“You fellas need to ask your 
compadres, fellas, stop that 
other business, let’s go out and 
do something that really pro-
duces positive results, and we’ll 
help you.” Much has been made 
of  the NFL setting aside money 
for social justice. The money 
was not new money to support 
communities, but re-allocating 
already designated charitable 
funds from one issue (breast 
cancer) to another (social jus-
tice). This is what caring means 
to an institution which was 
forecast to hit $14 billion in gross 
revenue last year. 

If  people are serious about 
making a difference, they use 
whatever platform they have 
to make that clear. The NFL re-
leased its new policy at the same 
time news was breaking about 
NBA player Sterling Brown be-
ing abused and tased by officers 
of  the Milwaukee Police Depart-
ment. 

This is the kind of  incident 
that started the protests. 

The NFL did not mention this 
incident in any of  its messaging. 
Apparently speaking out about 
police abuse in the black com-
munity isn’t something they are 
interested in during the offsea-
son either.

Jeffery Robinson is the American 
Civil Liberties Union deputy 
legal director and director of  
the Trone Center for Justice and 
Equality.

NFL’s new ‘anthem policy’ is pure hypocrisy

RON 
BARTH

PRESS & JOURNAL EDITORIAL BOARD
PRESIDENT  Louise Sukle  louisesukle@pressandjournal.com
PUBLISHER  Joseph G. Sukle Jr.  joesukle@pressandjournal.com
EDITOR Jason Maddux  jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com
PUBLIC MEMBERS Susannah Gal and Jay Howes

JEFFERY 
ROBINSON

Walking through the narrow, 
dark hallway, the two of  us be-
gin to think we may be alone. 
The floorboards, once finished 
and neat, are now cloudy gray 
and loose, bending and creak-
ing under our footsteps. The 
Middletown Borough Council 
hall feels haunted. Perhaps 
this is why an anonymous user 
wrote a 1-star review of  the 
building on Google Maps. 

It is empty because it’s a 
Wednesday evening, when — 
as the otherwise lively council 
is out of  session — the recently 
formed Human Relations Com-
mission meets. 

Katelan Martinez and I are 
undergraduate students at 
Penn State Harrisburg. We 
have served as liaisons to the 
HRC on behalf  of  the univer-
sity since early March 2018. 
When we walk in the room, 
we’re invariably greeted with 
enthusiasm by HRC members 
Mike Woodworth (chairman), 
Angela Lloyd and Rachelle 
Reid. 

Since our first assembly as 
liaisons, the HRC has been 
eager to address our concerns. 
Whether Penn State students 
want a sidewalk to connect 
their dorms to a nearby plaza, 
or they would like a publicly 
funded transportation system, 
the HRC takes on our requests. 
We exchange ideas and make 
calculations. We correspond 
outside of  borough hall. So far, 
the commission has planned 
several events and made some 
headway on the public trans-
portation system. 

My experience with the HRC 
has been brief  but notable. I 
mentioned it during a recent 
job interview, and the inter-
viewer remarked, “I’ve worked 
for a local government before. 
It’s slow, isn’t it?” My reply 
was, “Yes.” 

And I wasn’t lying: it took 
over one year to even desig-
nate a Penn State liaison to 
the HRC. One afternoon, while 
going through a file cabinet in 
the Student Government office, 
I encountered a printed-out 
email sent from the borough 
council. The email, by then 
more than a year old, asked if  
the body would send a liaison 
to the council. 

I had been elected to the 
Student Government partly to 
improve university-town rela-
tions, so I had to act. Yes, the 
email was ancient. The sender 
could have by then moved on to 
haunting Middletown Borough 
Council hall. But a mandate is 
a mandate, I decided. 

Then, after months of  
deliberations between Penn 
State Harrisburg and the HRC, 
Katelan and I were desig-

nated as liaisons. But not 
before the HRC devised 
the Middletown Diversity 
Celebration, scheduled 
for Sept. 22 at the MCSO 
Building on Emaus Street. 
It pairs with the HRC’s 
commitment to expand 

community engagement in 
Middletown, which includes 
embracing diversity, as it were. 
It also introduces the many 
businesses of  Middletown to 
the town’s residents. 

It could be said that the event 
will bring the businesses to the 
people, rather than the people 
to the businesses. 

The Human Relations Com-
mission is very excited to 
plan the celebration, grand 
and colorful. Coming up with 
ideas during an HRC meeting, 
the event at one point seemed 
larger-than-life: a youth ballet 
would twirl; 20 stands would 
serve food baked, fried and 
boiled; dogs, up for adoption, 
would wag about; people would 
snap pictures in a photo booth. 
Others’ eyes were aglow as I 
envisaged the horror of  hav-
ing to console the photo booth 
company after a messy spill on 
its equipment. 

Worse, what if  a dog were 
to saunter inside the photo 
booth? These are the things, as 
a part of  a local government, 
one must consider straight-
faced. 

The HRC’s willingness to 
act on its liaisons’ concerns 
demonstrates its flexibility 
and buoyancy. However, the 
Middletown Diversity Celebra-
tion exemplifies the HRC’s 
competency. It will promote 
communitywide interaction. 
It will encourage commerce. It 
will provide a genuine service 
to Middletown residents. 

While the concept of  pro-
moting diversity may appear 
to be somewhat trendy and 
uninspired, the HRC is sin-
cerely proud of  Middletown, 
where its members have lived 
for many years. The commis-
sion believes Middletown has 
remarkable potential. The 
chairman of  the HRC, Mike 
Woodworth, has stated this 
publicly — and I have observed 
this to be true. 

In the eyes of  some, local 
governments — or all govern-
ments, for that matter — are 
lethargic, run by pallid bureau-
crats who do nothing more 
than fill out paperwork. This 
does not describe the HRC. 

The commission does its 
share of  desk work, but its 
members are energetic and 
creative. The HRC is commit-
ted to serving the residents of  
Middletown, and I’m con-
vinced that its members, if  not 
unmatched in their loyalty to 
Middletown, care for the town 
as few do. 

Kenneth W. Gatten III is a 
sophomore at Penn State Har-
risburg.

KENNETH 
GATTEN

One Penn State student’s 
experience with Human 
Relations Commission
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It runs many airport operations, 
with a focus on general aviation
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Harrisburg International Air-
port marked another sign of  its 
growth Thursday when a new 
home for Avflight Corp. opened.

Avflight has been the fixed-
based operator at HIA since 2006. 
For all general aviation flying in 
and out of  HIA, it serves as the 
terminal and provides all services.

General aviation covers any-
thing that isn’t commercial, mili-
tary or cargo — including corpo-
rate aircraft, private charter, and 
people flying in and out of  HIA in 
their own private aircraft.

In addition, Avflight fuels all 
aircraft using HIA, regardless 
of  aviation category. Avflight 
contracts to provide terminal and 
other services such as ticketing, 
gate, and baggage to three com-
mercial airlines that operate out 
of  HIA — Allegiant, Southern Air-
ways Express and Air Canada, said 
Dominick DeDominicis II, general 

manager of  Avflight at HIA.
While most people think of  the 

big commercial airlines when it 
comes to airports, general avia-
tion accounts for 60 percent of  all 
aviation in the United States, De-
Dominicis said. General aviation 
is growing nationwide and at HIA, 
as more companies see the benefit 
of  having their own aircraft.

“I can go where I want, when I 
want,” DeDominicis added. 

Pointing out the corporate, jet 
and turbo prop aircraft parked just 
outside Avflight’s new building, 
Tim Edwards noted: “These are 
all people visiting the area, or busi-
ness transactions or generating 
some kind of  economic activity.” 
Edwards is executive director of  
HIA and of  Susquehanna Area 
Regional Airport Authority, which 
owns HIA.

General aviation operations in-
creased 14.4 percent at HIA in 2017 
over 2016, and are up 6.6 percent 
in 2018, according to the authority.

The new 5,000-square-foot build-

ing is next to the main HIA termi-
nal and across from HIA’s parking 
garage and the new Fairfield Inn 
& Suites hotel, which is scheduled 
to open in September.

It is located on the spot of  the for-
mer terminal, which was replaced 
in 2004 and demolished in 2013.

“We are actually redeveloping 
the airport from its former self  
to what it will be,” Edwards said.

Besides moving Avflight closer 

to the main terminal and to run-
way operations, the new building 
is more efficient and comfortable 
for staff and those who rely on Av-
flight services — such as visiting 
pilots — than Building 517, where 
Avflight has been since 2006.

The new building is all on one 
floor, whereas Building 517 has 
stairs because it was built as a 
private corporate hangar, DeDo-
minicis said. Amenities include 

conferencing and office spaces, 
kitchen and catering facilities, and 
a pilot lounge and three private 
pilot rooms. 

Avflight is keeping the first floor 
of  517 as its maintenance shop and 
is leasing out the second floor.

The growth of  Avflight at HIA 
is such that the company can 
afford to keep both buildings 
going. Avflight is also building a 
new 30,000-square-foot hangar to 

open in January, providing more 
aircraft storage space on top of  
two 15,000-square-foot hangars 
Avflight already maintains at 
Building 517.

General aviation is the principal 
business driver at Capital City 
Airport in York County, which 
the authority also owns.  There, 
general aviation operations were 
up 16.6 percent in 2017, and are up 
3.4 percent so far this year.

OUT & ABOUT
Avflight opens new 5,000-square-foot home at HIA

STAFF PHOTOS BY DAN MILLER

Left, guests and employees mingle during the opening inside Avflight's new building, right, at Harrisburg International Airport on May 24.

Middletown Area High School 
seniors — including Tommy Lee, 
above, and Blake Jacoby, right — 
participated in the longstanding 
tradition of Senior Bike Day on 
Friday, May 18. The route started 
at Main Street Gym, went up 
Union Street, around the high 
school parking lot, on the school 
fitness trail to the middle school, 
around the middle school, back 
down Route 441 and Union 
Street and then returned to the 
Main Street Gym. Some then 
ate breakfast at the Brownstone 
Cafe prior to reporting to school.
PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE  
PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Senior Bike Day

Above, seniors pedal away. Below, Alayna Thomas was one of the seniors 
who took part.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Area School Dis-
trict students took to the field 
Thursday for a day of  fun.

The track and field outside Reid 
Elementary School was turned 
into an obstacle course for special 
education students, filled with 
balance beams, a bouncy castle, 
hurdles and bubbles. 

“In essence, this is a field day 
for kids with disabilities,” Direc-
tor of  Special Education Krystal 
Palmer said. 

The event was called the O2 
Challenge — which stands for 
Overcoming Obstacles.

It was put on by Fitness 4 Focus, 
a gym program for people with 
special needs founded in Hershey 
and with locations in Mechanics- burg and Lancaster. 

Once a week, Fitness 4 Focus 
comes to the district to work with 
students. 

Palmer said that this was the 
first time they had the O2 Chal-
lenge, although she said she be-
lieves they will have it again. 

For the obstacle course, students 
started near the parking lot. Ob-
stacles included a number of  fit-
ness activities such as push-ups, 
squats, walking across a balance 
beam, running, and making their 
way through a bouncy castle. 

Fifty students from a number 
of  grades participated, although 
Palmer said that most were el-
ementary students. 

“I’m a big advocate for kids. They 
deserve it,” Palmer said. “It’s just 
about the kids being able to make 
it through the course.”

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Logan Miller and Tyler Metzler jump as Sue Blatt blows a bubble during the O2 Challenge on May 24. 

MASD students overcome obstacles in day of fun

Ja'Shawn Tucker and Matt Schopf run during the O2 Challenge. 

Khasai Cornish was Julian Rodriguez's buddy during the O2 Challenge.

Madison Garber helps Kairi Fagan 
cross the balance beam.

Joseph Cassel is all smiles after a 
rainbow is painted on his forehead.
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