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Spiked! Raiders 
run by Falcons 
in opener  A6, B1

Elks Realtor 
approved A3

FIREWORKS SET A2

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• LONDONDERRY TWP: Estate of  
J. Keith Rider. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  
Jeanne Albright. A4

Time for class
Students across the area 

returned to school Monday 
as both Middletown Area 

School District and Lower 
Dauphin School District 

started the 2018-19 school 
year. Above, Chris Sattele, 

Middletown Area Middle 
School assistant principal, 

greets students as they enter 
MAMS on Monday. Right,  

Cortney Hartnett gives her 
son, Archer, a final hug as he 
begins kindergarten at Reid 

Elementary School.
PHOTOS BY JODY ZORBAUGH, 

MIDDLETOWN AREA  
SCHOOL DISTRICT

DA speaks 
out about 
charges vs. 
Mouchette 

Sgt. Dennis 
Morris, left, 

is seen in this 
August 2017 

photo with 
Middletown 
Police Chief 

George 
Mouchette. 
Morris has 

been named 
interim chief 

as Mouchette 
faces 

charges.

STAFF PHOTO BY 
DAN MILLER

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Prosecutors are approaching 
charges against Middletown 
Police Chief  George Mouchette 
as they would any other sexual 
assault case, Dauphin County 
District Attorney Fran Chardo 
told the Press & Journal.

Charges against Mouchette 
filed through District Judge 
David Judy include aggravated 
indecent assault without con-
sent, criminal attempt of  rape, 
and unlawful restraint/serious 
bodily injury.

“Obviously it’s disturbing, the 
public confidence aspect of  it is 
obviously deeply disturbing. But 
it’s not going to change how we 
approach the investigation or the 
prosecution. Right is right, and 

we are going 
to try to do the 
right thing 
regardless of  
who it is or the 
position they 
hold,” Chardo 
said during 
an interview 
in his office 
with the Press 
& Journal on 
Aug. 22.

Between 9 
and 10 a.m. 
Aug. 13, in his office and while 
in uniform, Mouchette allegedly 
grabbed a woman who was in his 
office for business reasons by the 
arm, forced her up on his desk, 
pulled her dress up and digitally 

Chardo

‘Public confidence aspect 
of it is obviously deeply 
disturbing,’ Chardo says

Please see CHARDO, page A3

Clarification
A story on page B6 of the Aug. 22 Press & Journal stated that Middletown 
Police Chief George Mouchette and the woman accusing him of several 
crimes met face to face Aug. 17. The alleged victim and Mouchette had a 
conversation by phone that day, according to the affidavit of probable cause 
accompanying the filing of criminal charges.

By Dan Miller 
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Sgt. Dennis Morris is serving 
as interim chief  of  the Middle-
town Police Department until 
further notice, borough Mayor 
James H. Curry III announced at 
the close of  the Aug. 21 borough 
council meeting.

The move is necessary fol-
lowing Curry’s decision earlier 

that day to suspend without pay 
Middletown Police Chief  George 
Mouchette.

Mouchette was charged Aug. 
21 with aggravated indecent as-
sault without consent, criminal 
attempt of  rape, and unlawful 
restraint following an incident 
that allegedly occurred in his 
office in the police station Aug. 13.

Mayor appoints Sgt. 
Morris interim chief
He was fired in 2014, reinstated a year later

Please see MORRIS, page A3
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Borough Coun-
cil appointed councilors Angela 
Lloyd and Michael Woodworth 
as new members to the borough 
Industrial and Commercial De-
velopment Authority on Aug. 8.

Lloyd and Woodworth were 
both appointed to five-year 
terms to the authority, al-
though the term length was 
not specified in the motion 
approved by council.

Borough Manager Ken 

Resident 
questions 
new ICDA 
members
Authority now has four 
councilors and Mayor 
Curry serving on it

Please see ICDA, page A5

UPS hub gets planning approval
Next-door neighbors 
express concerns over 
buffer agreement
By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

UPS is one step closer to build-
ing a parcel delivery distribution 
facility in the 2100 block of  North 
Union Street.

During its meeting Thursday, 
the Lower Swatara Township 
Planning Commission unani-
mously voted to approve the plan, 
which outlined UPS’s design for 
the site and improvements to 
North Union Street. 

The plan could come before the 
Lower Swatara Board of  Commis-
sioners, which would have the final 
say, during its Sept. 19 meeting, ac-
cording to township planning and 
zoning coordinator Ann Hursh. 

The commission members and 
township staff had a number of  
questions, including potential 
truck traffic and lighting. One 
neighbor inquired about a fence 

between their property and the 
UPS parking lot and plant buffers 
between the properties.  

Earlier this month, Ovidio 
Irizarry Jr., the project engineer 

and staff manager with UPS, told 
the Press & Journal that they 
hoped to break ground on the proj-

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES 

UPS engineer Ron Secary presents plans for a proposed parcel delivery 
distribution hub on North Union Street to Lower Swatara's Planning 
Commission on Aug. 23.

Please see UPS, page B2

Kunkel Elementary’s future unclear
By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

With the land surrounding John 
C. Kunkel Elementary School up 
for sale, the Middletown Area 
School District school board dis-
cussed the future of  the building 
— and of  how all its elementary 
schools might be structured — at 
its Aug. 21 meeting.

The school board might hold 
a special meeting in September 

or October to further discuss its 
elementary schools. 

Kunkel, built in 1962 and reno-
vated and expanded in 1996, could 
be sold or renovated again, ac-
cording to the discussion at the 
meeting. 

The possibility exists that the 
district could reduce from three 
to two the number of  elementary 
schools.

MASD Superintendent Lori 
Suski said during the meeting that 

Reid was designed so that it could 
be expanded. 

“One option that could be con-
sidered, if  there was a desire to 
build new back on the campus, is 
to build a much larger elementary 
that would comprise those two 
buildings,” Suski said.

She said administrators would 
be interested in moving to a cen-
ter model, which MASD Chief  
Financial Officer David Franklin 
explained to the Press & Journal 

means all like grades would be in 
the same building.

 Suski said one of  the buildings 
could be for grades kindergarten 
through second and another for 
third through fifth. 

In an email, Franklin stressed 
that the discussion was prelimi-
nary and that necessary informa-
tion is still to come. 

“The very preliminary discus-

Council gives 
approval to hire 
new officer. 
PAGE A3

Options include renovating or selling it; schools could be consolidated

Please see KUNKEL, page A4
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Students describe perfect school day

TO PLACE YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THIS DIRECTORY:

contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown
E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com       Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills
103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

SALON
Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

Are you easing back into the 
swing of  things? School things, 
that is! Remember back when 
you were a student. Did you long 
for the perfect school day? Read 
what some area kids are saying 
about this in the Question of  the 
Week portion below.

Wishing you all a safe and 
enjoyable Labor Day weekend 
coming up around the corner. Be 
sure to email me with your news 
to share.

Birthdays
Happy big-deal birthday to 

Don Shroy of  Lower Swatara 
on Aug. 29. I hope 83 beauti-
ful things happen for you on 
Wednesday, Don! 

Nick DeFrancisco of  Lower 
Swatara celebrates his golden 
“and holding” cake day on 
Wednesday, Aug. 29. Enjoy your 
29 on the 29th me-holiday, Nick!

Many good wishes are sent 
to Jacob Pomraning of  Lower 
Swatara on Wednesday, Aug. 29 
as he turns 9 years old. Have a 
wonderful week, Jacob!

Big hugs are sent to my son, 
Daniel Ackerman of  Harrisburg, 
on Wednesday, Aug. 29. This is 
always a special day for me as I 
think back, 26 years ago, on all 
the blessings he has given our 
family. Love you, Daniel. Enjoy 
your birthday week!

Happy 38th confetti-popping 
day to Shelby Schiefer of  
Middletown. Her party day is 
Thursday, Aug. 30. Make it the 
best one yet, Shelby!

Rachel Etter Perry of  Middle-
town will hear the birthday 
song on Friday, Aug. 31. Happy 
quarter-of-a-century cake day to 
you, Rachel!  

Many good wishes for a fantas-
tic Friday, Aug. 31, birthday are 
sent to Rachel Deyle of  Lower 
Swatara. She celebrates cake 
day No. 24!

Twins Presley and Lyndsay 
Carnes of  Lower Swatara turn 
14 on Friday, Aug. 31. Wow, how 
the time flies! Enjoy your birth-
day weekend with lots of  joy! 

Happy birthday balloons 
will be flying for Bob Triplett 
of  Lower Swatara on Friday, 
Aug. 31. I hope your cake day is 
perfect, Bob!

Here is a shout-out to Herb 
Friedrichs of  Elizabethtown! 
Happy frosty-filled birthday to 

you on Friday, Aug. 31. Enjoy it 
all weekend, Herb! 

Heads up! Lynne Klock of  Low-
er Swatara marks her fun-festive 
day on Saturday, Sept. 1. Let the 
extravaganza begin! Many bless-
ings to you, Lynne!

Happy cake-and-ice cream 
day to Diana DuMond of  Lower 
Swatara. She will celebrate 
on Saturday, Sept. 1. Happy 
birthday and happy September, 
Diana!

Amy Wimmersberg of  Lower 
Swatara celebrates her super-
duper-dazzling birthday on 
Saturday, Sept. 1. Enjoy it all 
weekend long, Amy!

Happy 25th cake day to Becca 
Richards on Sunday, Sept. 2. 
May all your dreams come true 
as you enjoy this landmark 
birthday!

Terrance Jefferson of  Middle-
town hits cake day No. 17 on 
Sunday, Sept. 2. Enjoy every-
thing about your birthday, Ter-
rance!

Best wishes to Jack Rudick of  
Lower Swatara on Sept. 3. May 
66 marvelous things happen to 
you on Monday, Jack. Happy 
birthday!

Gabriella Colley of  Lower 
Swatara celebrates her honk-
honk birthday on Tuesday, Sept. 
4. Happy Sweet 16 beep-beep 
birthday to you!

Anniversaries
Happy 37th anniversary to 

Don and Donna Sipe of  Lower 
Swatara. Their big heart day is 
Wednesday, Aug. 29. Enjoy it!

Best wishes to Rob and 
Brenda Rineer of  Lower Swatara 
as they observe their romantic 
holiday on Aug. 29. Have a won-
derful Wednesday celebration!

Happy Labor Day anniversary 
to Matt and Kim Deimler of  
Lower Swatara. They celebrate 
19 years together on Monday, 
Sept. 3. Congrats! 

Ed and Peggy Lucas of  Lower 
Swatara were married on Sept. 
3, 1974. Happy 44th anniversary 
to you both. Enjoy your Monday 
romantic holiday!

Happy Jade anniversary to 
Tom and Carol Harvey of  Lower 
Swatara. These two love birds 
were married 35 years ago on 
Sept. 3. Have a marvelous Mon-
day together!

Congratulations to Rob and 

Paula Alcock, who were married 
on Sept. 4, 1993. They celebrate 
their silver wedding anniversary 
on Tuesday. 

Pipe organ duo
Everyone is welcome to attend 

the Pipe Organ Duo (“Allegro 
con Fuoco”) at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 30, in the sanctuary at St. 
Peter's Lutheran Church, 121 N. 
Spring St., Middletown. 

Jordan Markham and Tyler 
Canonicot will present this or-
gan duo. No tickets are required, 
but folks can give freewill dona-
tions.

Amish Evening
Richard Ammon, professor 

emeritus from Penn State, will 
present a program, “Amish 
Talk,” at the Londonderry 
Lionettes monthly meeting at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 5, at Lon-
donderry Elementary School. 

Ammon authored several 
books about the Amish: “Amish 
Christmas,” “Amish Year,” 
“Amish Horses” and “Amish 
Weddings.” 

His books focus on the plain 
ways of  the Amish, what fami-
lies do with their days, how 
they entertain themselves, their 
speech, and the way the seasons 
decree their activities.

All are invited to attend. Re-
freshments for the evening will 
feature Pennsylvania/Amish 
food. 

For more information, call 
Louise at 717 944-6518.

Women's brunch
All ladies are invited to attend 

“Happy Days!” brunch at 9:30 
a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 12, at Her-
shey Italian Lodge, 129 Hillcrest 
Road, Hershey. 

This is presented by Hershey 
Area Women’s Connection, af-
filiated with Christian Women’s 
Clubs of  America. 

The feature is “Healthier 
Spaces Organizing” by Laura 
Souders of  Middletown. The 
musicians are Da Merge — 
Chuck “Capital C” Adler and 
James “Flesh N Bones” Smith of  
Carlisle. 

The speaker is Jo Knipe of  
Odenton, Maryland, who will 
share “Discovering Reality in a 
Changing World.”

For reservations, call Edna at 

717-652-0997 or Mary at 717-533-
3497, or email roseyposey3@
verizon.net. The deadline is 
Sept. 7.

Slush
From the  

Wedding Book Collection

Bring to a boil: 2 cups of  water. 
Put four tea bags in the boiled 
water. Let steep until dark in 
color. Remove tea bags and add 1 
3/4 cups sugar. Stir well. 

Add: 1 12-ounce frozen can 
lemonade and 1 12-ounce frozen 
can orange juice. Add seven 
cups of  water and 2 1/4 cups of  
pineapple juice. Put in freezer. 
Stir once while freezing.

Mixture will get slushy in 
about 24 hours. Mix equal parts 
of  this mixture and 7-Up or 
ginger ale. 

Keep in large covered contain-
er in freezer.

Quote of the Week
“A callused heart may protect 

me from great pain, but it also 
keeps me from great love.” — 
Glynnis Whitwer, author.

Question of the Week
What would be the perfect 

school day for you?
“The last day of  school.” — 

Aubreigh Bennett, 10, Lower 
Swatara.

“A party inside school and 
lots and lots of  cake.” — Rachel 
Gatesman, 10, Lower Swatara.

“Going to the park.” — Olivia 
van Eik, 10, Lower Swatara.

“A beach party day!” — Grey 
Young, 10, Lower Swatara.

“A field trip.” — Josh Rom-
berger, 10, Lower Swatara.

“Hearing an announcement 
saying, ‘No school for the rest of  
the year’!” — Jacob Pomraning, 
9, Lower Swatara. 

Proverb for the Week 
There are three things that 

are stately in their stride, four 
that move with stately bearing: 
lion, mighty among beasts, who 
retreats before nothing; strut-
ting rooster, a he-goat, and a 
king with his army around him. 
(30:29-31)

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

This year, Rep. Mehaffie to 
hold 2 veterans breakfasts 

State Rep. Tom Mehaffie, R-
Lower Swatara Township, will 
play host to two veterans break-
fasts in 2018. 

“We had such a great turnout 
at my 2017 breakfast, we decided 
to hold two events this year to 
ensure all interested veterans in 
the district can attend,” he said 
in a press release.

The first is for veterans resid-
ing in continuing care commu-
nities and personal care homes 
only. It will be held from 10 a.m. 
to noon Thursday, Nov. 8, at the 

Lower Swatara Fire Department, 
1350 Fulling Mill Road. 

The second is open to all other 
veterans residing in the 106th 
District. It will take place from 
8 to 10 a.m. Friday, Nov. 9, also 
at the Lower Swatara Fire De-
partment. 

Reservations are required 
and can be made by contacting 
Mehaffie’s Hershey office at 717-
534-1323. Accommodations will 
be made for disabled veterans. 

For more information, visit 
repmehaffie.com.

TOWN TOPICS
Press & Journal has 
early holiday deadlines

In observance of  Labor Day, 
the Press & Journal office and 
plant will be closed Monday, 
Sept, 3. For the Sept. 5 edition 
of  the Press & Journal, the 
deadlines will be Friday, Aug. 
31: classified ads, 9 a.m.; public 
notices, 10 a.m.; and yard sales, 
noon.

Middletown Home ready 
for Pumpkin Fest

The Middletown Home, 999 W. 
Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, 
is sponsoring its Pumpkin Fest 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 16. 

There will be adult and chil-
dren’s activities, local and re-
gional artisans, food, a chicken 
barbecue, a huge raffle, a variety 
of  music, hot air balloon rides 
and more.

For more information, call 944-
3351 or visit www.middletown-
home.org.

A Night at the Races  
will benefit Blue Raiders

A Night at the Races, an eve-
ning of  fun and fundraising, will 
be held Saturday, Sept. 22, at the 
Lower Swatara Fire Hall. 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m., and 
races start at 7 p.m. Attendees 
must be 21 years of  age.

For tickets, call 717-608-5990 or 

visit foundation@raiderweb.org. 
Tickets are limited.

Proceeds go to the Middletown 
Area Blue Raider Foundation.

Live music on deck  
at Sunset Bar & Grill

Jeffrey J. Walker will perform 
on the deck at Sunset Bar & 
Grill, 2601 Sunset Drive, at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 30.

Labor day holiday 
collection schedule

Due to Labor Day, all regular 
Penn Waste trash and recycling 
collections will be delayed one 
day. Monday customers will be 
collected on Tuesday, Tuesday 

customers will be collected on 
Wednesday, and so on for the 
remainder of  the week through 
Saturday. 

Visit www.pennwaste.com for 
municipality information.

Hummelstown Arts Fest 
preview party is Sept. 6

The sixth annual Hummel-
stown Arts Fest Preview Party 
will be held from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 6, at the Hum-
melstown Fire Hall, 249 E. Main 
St., Hummelstown. 

Featured will be a silent auc-
tion, food, friends and an origi-
nal poster live auction. 

For more information, visit 
HummelstownArtsFest.com.

Labor Day Holiday 
Collection Schedule

Monday 09/03/18

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS:

Due to the Labor Day Holiday, all regular Penn Waste trash 
and recycling collections will be delayed one (1) day. 

Monday customers will be collected on Tuesday. Tuesday 
customers will be collected on Wednesday and so on for 

the remainder of the week through Saturday.

Please visit our web site at www.pennwaste.com for 
specific municipality information. 

Sign Up for our E-News Updates to receive collection 
updates sent directly to your e-mail inbox!

Penn Waste wishes all of our customers
a safe and happy holiday!

Check out the website: www.sunsetbandg.com for a complete schedule of entertainment
“Like” us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/sunsetbandg

Summer 
   MUSIC 
   Series

LIVE MUSIC STARTING AT 7 PM
on the deck

2601 Sunset Drive, Middletown • 717-944-9262

September
Sep. 6  - Stu Huggens
Sep. 13 - Cruise Control
Sep. 20  - Je� rey J. Walker
Sep. 27 - Je� rey J. Walker

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Middletown Class of 1973 celebrated its 45th class reunion on Saturday, Aug. 25 at Sunset Golf Course. 

Class of 1973 holds 45th reunion

Middletown’s annual Labor 
Day fireworks show is Satur-
day, starting at dusk.

As in previous years, the 
fireworks will be set off from 
the boat launch area off Susque-
hanna Street.

SkyShooter Displays Inc., 
based in Wapwallopen, will set 
them off.

The entire $13,000 cost of  
the fireworks is being covered 
by proceeds from the annual 
Mayoral Madness charity bas-
ketball game that is organized 
each year by Mayor James H. 
Curry III.  No tax dollars are 
needed, borough Finance Di-
rector Kevin Zartman told the 
Press & Journal.

Middletown 
Labor Day 
fireworks set 
for Saturday



www.pressandjournal.com    |    info@pressandjournal.com Wednesday, August 29, 2018    THE PRESS & JOURNAL   A3

GUIDELINES & FEES: 
CARD OF THANKS, IN MEMORIAM AND OBITUARIES

Obituaries: Notify your funeral director that you would like your love one’s obituary to 
appear in the Press & Journal. Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for photo billed through funeral home. 
Card of Thanks & In Memoriam: Contact Press & Journal at 717-944-4628 or e-mail 
PamSmith@pressandjournal.com Fee: $10 / 45 words or less, paid in advance.

DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

Robert Berstler Sr. 
MIDDLETOWN

Robert E. Berstler Sr., 71, of  
Middletown, passed away peace-
fully on Thursday, August 23, 
2018 at Hershey Medical Center. 
Born Friday, September 20, 1946 
in Middletown, he was the son of  
the late Earl T. and Elizabeth F. 
(Burd) Berstler. He was married 
to Donna J. (Hoch) Berstler in 
February of  1969.

Bob had a passion for remodel-
ing antique cars, especially Fords. 
Above all, he will be remembered 
as a devoted husband, grandfa-
ther, brother and friend.

In addition to his wife of  over 49 
years, Bob will be lovingly missed 
by a son, Robert E. Berstler, Jr. 
husband of  Lisa of  Columbia; a 
granddaughter, Brittany Criswell, 
wife of  Joey of  York; a great-
grandson, Caleb Criswell of  York; 
a brother, Dennis Berstler of  Perry 
County; and a sister, Patricia Ra-

40 EAST EMAUS STREET, MIDDLETOWN | 717-944-7102 | MON.-SAT. 9-9; SUN. 10-5
CIGARETTES AT STATE MINIMUM PRICES  |  INSTANT & ONLINE LOTTERY TICKETS

*ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO PA SALES TAX  |  PRICES GOOD THRU 09/03/18

TONY’S BEVERAGE
COLD CASES | SODA | ICE | SNACKS | MICRO BREWS | IMPORTS | KEGS

BUD & BUD LIGHT BUSCH & BUSCH LIGHT

NATURAL LIGHT & ICE

YUENGLING LAGER & 
LAGER LIGHT

MICHELOB ULTRA

CORONA & CORONA LIGHT

$2499*

36 PK CANS

$1999*

30 PK CANS

$1699*

30 PK CANS 24-12 oz. NR BOTTLES

$3199*

$2599*

30 PK CANS 24-12 oz. CANS

$1899*

36 
PACK!

buck, wife of  Ken of  Grantville. 
He was preceded in death by five 
siblings.

Private services and interment 
will be at the convenience of  the 
family.  

Arrangements have been en-
trusted with the Fager-Finken-
binder Funeral Home & Cre-
matory, Inc., 208 North Union 
Street, Middletown, PA 17057; 
717-944-7413.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made in Bob’s 
memory to the American Heart 
Association.

Memories and condolences may 
be shared at www.Finkenbinder-
Family.com.

penetrated her with his fingers, 
according to the affidavit of  prob-
able cause.

According to the complaint, the 
woman repeatedly told Mouchette 
“no,” and then the chief  allegedly 
tried to insert his penis into the 
woman’s vagina.

The woman kept telling 
Mouchette “no” and “stop,” ac-
cording to the complaint, but 
Mouchette did not stop this behav-
ior until the woman agreed to meet 
with the chief  outside of  the police 
department, the complaint said.

Per its policy regarding stories 
involving sexual assault, the Press 
& Journal is not naming the al-
leged victim. Mouchette has not 
returned phone calls and a text 
message seeking comment. 

Phone call
According to the affidavit of  

probable cause included in the 
arrest papers filed by the DA’s 
office, Mouchette during a phone 
conversation with the victim Aug. 
17 acknowledged that the incident 
took place in his office and “apolo-
gized many times for his actions.”

The affidavit does not say that the 
phone conversation was recorded 
by investigators with the DA’s of-
fice, but Chardo told the Press & 
Journal that “it would have been 
prosecutorial malpractice for us 
not to attempt a consensual phone 
call in a case like this.”

Chardo said investigators were 
concerned that when Mouchette 
received a call from the victim, he 
might know that the call was “at 
the initiation of  law enforcement.”

It was a concern that Mouchette 
“might sense our approach” to the 
investigation, because being in 
law enforcement “he knows how 
it works,” Chardo said.

Chardo said that Mouchette and 
the victim had no prior social or 
romantic relationship, and that 
their connection at the meeting 
was of  a “professional” nature.

The chief  sought the Aug. 13 
meeting, Chardo said, in hopes 
of  starting a program akin to 
“coffee with a cop” to improve 
relations between police and the 
community.

Mouchette, 48, who lives in 
Derry Township, is free after hav-
ing posted $25,000 bail through a 
bondsman. A preliminary hearing 
before Judy  has been set for 9 a.m. 
Sept. 4, to determine whether the 
DA’s office has enough of  a case 
for the charges to go to Dauphin 
County Court.

Brian W. Perry is listed in online 
court documents as of  Tuesday as 
representing Mouchette. Perry is a 
criminal defense attorney with the 
firm of  Perry Shore Weisenberger 
Zemlock in Harrisburg.

Perry did not return a phone 
call and email from the Press & 
Journal seeking comment.

Investigation continues
The DA’s investigation did not 

end with the filing of  the charges 
against Mouchette on Aug. 21, 
Chardo said.

For example, investigators are 

examining the layout of  the police 
station where the alleged incident 
took place, and conducting inter-
views of anyone else who may have 
been at the station at the time. 

“I do want to be able to dem-
onstrate to a fact finder the full 
layout (of  the building) so we 
photographed it and of  course it 
would be routine to talk to other 
people,” Chardo said.

Asked if  there is any video 
depicting the alleged incident, 
Chardo said no.

The woman who was the victim 
of  the alleged incident notified 
borough Mayor James H. Curry 
III of  the alleged incident during 
a phone call to Curry late on the 
night of  Aug. 16, according to a 
statement Curry made Aug. 21 to 
announce the filing of  charges.

Curry, following the phone 
call from the woman, said that 
he “immediately” contacted the 
borough solicitor and requested 
that the DA’s office begin an inves-
tigation, according to the mayor’s 
statement. 

The DA’s office began its investi-
gation Aug. 17, the same day that 
Mouchette and the alleged victim 
spoke on the phone, according to 
the complaint.

“If  someone had come to me 
with a case and said we have a 
case where there was an alleged 
sexual assault, the person has a 
way of getting ahold of the suspect, 
it would not be unusual, it would 
not seem suspicious, to make the 
call,” Chardo said. 

Came from New York City
Following Mouchette being 

charged, the chief  has been sus-
pended without pay, as required 
by the Confidence in Law En-
forcement Act, Curry said in his 
statement.

Curry during a borough council 
meeting held later Aug. 21 an-
nounced that he has appointed Sgt. 
Dennis Morris to serve as interim 
chief  of  the Middletown police 
department until further notice.

Mouchette before taking over 
leadership of  Middletown police 
department — first as interim 
chief  in January 2017 and then 
appointed to the position on a 
permanent basis in August 2017 — 
was a retired New York City police 
department detective.

While Chardo said he is 
well aware that the nature of  
Mouchette’s position makes this 
case unique, other than the con-
cern over his knowledge of  law 
enforcement Chardo said his office 
is approaching the case as it would 
any other sexual assault case.

Possible penalty
At the preliminary hearing, 

Mouchette can contest the charges 
before Judy, or he can waive his 
right to the hearing, in which case 
all charges typically get forwarded 
to county court.

Mouchette is facing “potential 
imprisonment” if  convicted of  the 
charges, but beyond that Chardo 
declined to speculate regarding 
the nature of  the punishment.

“Judges have a great deal of  
discretion, and maximums are 
always sort of  artificial, because 
they are a maximum. You some-
times hear (that) a defendant is 
facing up to 150 years of  impris-
onment. Nobody ever gets 150 
years of  imprisonment so I would 
think those maximums are very 
very artificial,” Chardo said. “It 
would be misleading to say what 
the statutory maximum is because 
no one ever gets the statutory 
maximum.”

Unique case
In 24 years in the Dauphin 

County District Attorney’s Office, 
he said he has not seen a case like 
the one against Mouchette.

“I know that in the distant, 
distant past there were chiefs 
that were under investigation in 
the county. That was a long, long 
time ago, but I don’t recall one” 
involving a chief  being charged 
with sexual assault, Chardo said

Chardo, who has worked in 
the Dauphin County DA’s office 
since 1994, was sworn in as county 
district attorney in January after 
Ed Marsico was elected a county 
judge in November 2017.

Chardo is to complete the unex-
pired term of  Marsico, which runs 
through 2019. 

Middletown connection
Big cases involving Middletown 

have left their mark on Chardo 
over the years. 

Hanging on the wall of  his office, 
in glass frames, are newspaper 
articles about the case of  Ernest 
Wholaver Jr., who received the 
death penalty after he was con-
victed in the 2002 killings of  his 
wife and two daughters at their 
Middletown home. Chardo pros-
ecuted the case against Wholaver.

He is also familiar with the 
revolving door nature of  the 
Middletown police chief  position 
over the years. 

Mouchette is the sixth acting, 
interim or permanent police 
chief  that the borough has had 
since February 2012, when Keith 
Reismiller resigned after holding 
the position for 15 years.

Chardo acknowledged having 
been impressed with the job that 
Mouchette had been doing. 

As an example, the DA recalled 
Mouchette having sent him an 
email not long ago. Chardo said 
it had something to do with docu-
mentation, although the DA could 
not recall the specifics.

Whatever the subject matter, 
“we were in agreement” about 
it, Chardo said. “He (Mouchette) 
thinks about things, best practices, 
and I think it was a positive thing, 
overall his involvement in that 
department. It’s unfortunate that 
it has ended the way it has.”
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CHARDO: Mouchette ‘might sense our approach’
From page A1

Morris was promoted to ser-
geant in August 2017 and since 
then has been in charge of  depart-
ment operations, which include 
patrol functions, the investigative 
arm of  patrol, and the depart-
ment’s computer systems.

Morris started with the Middle-
town police department in 2000, 
but was fired by an earlier borough 
council in 2014. 

In May 2015 an arbitrator ruled 
that the borough had no grounds 

to fire Morris. Council voted to 
reinstate Morris to the force in 
November 2015, after a Dauphin 
County judge tossed aside a 
borough petition to set aside the 
arbitrator’s decision.

Besides back pay, Morris was 
awarded an additional $52,000 
by the borough to settle a federal 
lawsuit that Morris had brought 
against the borough regarding his 
firing in 2014.

Mouchette was arraigned on 
the charges Aug. 21 before District 
Judge Kenneth A. Lenker, who set 

bail at $25,000. Mouchette posted 
the amount via surety bonds on 
Aug. 21 and was released. 

A 48-year old retired New York 
City police detective, Mouchette 
was appointed interim borough 
police chief  by Curry in January 
2017 to replace former Chief  John 
Bey, who had resigned in Decem-
ber 2016 after holding the position 
just more than two years.

Borough council by a 6-1 vote 
made Mouchette permanent chief  
on Aug. 7, 2017, at an annual salary 
of  $96,000.

MORRIS: Sergeant started in Middletown in 2000
From page A1

“... it would have been 
prosecutorial malpractice  
for us not to attempt a 
consensual phone call  
in a case like this.”

Dauphin County District 
Attorney Fran Chardo

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown is looking to 
hire a full-time police officer, 
to replace an officer who has 
left the department.

Borough council voted 5-0 
Aug. 21 to move forward with 
hiring a full-time officer to 
replace Blake Bilbrey, who 
recently resigned for undis-
closed reasons.

The department is down 
two full-time officers, with 
the departure of  Bilbrey and 
the suspension without pay 
of  Chief  George Mouchette, 
following sexual assault 
charges being filed against 
Mouchette stemming from 
an incident that allegedly 
occurred in his office Aug. 13.

As of  last week, the police 
department roster on the 
borough website listed 11 
full-time officers and four 
part-time officers.

Mouchette no longer ap-
pears on the roster. However, 
his status with the borough 
remains suspended without 
pay, Middletown Mayor 
James H. Curry III told the 
Press & Journal in a text 
message Thursday.

Bilbrey was hired by the 
borough as a part-time of-
ficer in October 2017. He 
was elevated to full-time 
status with the department 
in February 2018.

New police 
officer will 
be hired  
by borough

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The historic Elks Theatre in 
Middletown appears to be a step 
closer to being listed for sale, 
following action taken by the 
borough authority that owns the 
theater.

A motion to hire RSR Realtors 
to list for sale the 107-year-old 
downtown theater on West Emaus 
Street was unanimously approved 
Aug. 21 by the Middletown Indus-
trial and Commercial Develop-
ment Authority.

RSR is to receive a 7 percent 
commission upon sale of  the 
theater. The motion to hire RSR 

is also conditional on the author-
ity approving a listing agreement 
between the ICDA and RSR, Mayor 
James H. Curry III said in making 
the motion. He is also an authority 
board member.

The authority in May voted to 
put the theater up for sale, after 
agreement could not be reached 
between the authority and Friends 
of  the Elks Theatre, a nonprofit 
group, to transfer ownership of the 
theater to the Friends group for $1.

The Friends group had submit-
ted a proposal to the authority to 
transform the Elks Theatre into a 
performing arts center.

The delay in listing the theater 
for sale resulted from the author-

ity having to find a new Realtor. 
The authority had been planning 
to use the Joy Daniels Real Estate 
Group, which had handled sale 
of  the authority-owned McNair 
House property in fall 2017. 

However, the authority had 
to find a new Realtor when the 
authority and Joy Daniels could 
not nail down a listing agreement 
regarding the theater, Curry said 
in July.

The authority closed the theater 
for renovations in April 2015 and 
the theater has not reopened. 

The authority that closed the 
theater consisted of  different 
members than the authority has 
at present.

Elks Theatre Realtor approved
RSR will receive 7 percent commission when sale goes through, authority says

www.CBBurkholderHomes.com            CALL TODAY  717-629-6177 

Sales Center at 103 Sage Boulevard, (off N. Union St/441, directly 
across from the entrance to Middletown Area HS) 

Monday-Friday 10-5, Saturday 1-4  (closed 4th Sat.) 

Middletown’s new home destination 

first floor owners suite, 
full walkout lower level, 

island, granite, deck, 
vaulted ceiling 

Mallard model 
1,734 sq ft 

3 BD, 2.5 BA 
natural gas heat 

November completion 

110 Sage Blvd 
NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

$244,234 
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 MISCELLANEOUS

DON’T NEED IT.
DON’T WANT IT.
Get rid of the 
clutter with a 
Press & Journal 
print and online
classified ad.

Considering Cremation?
Save Thousands On Cremation Expenses

728 Main Street • Avoca, PA 18641

Serving all of PA
Tyler J. Currie, Supervisor

Preplan and prepay 
today and receive a

For a limited time, so Act NOW!

$200
DISCOUNT

Simple
Cremation
$1395

or payments as low as 
$16.00 a month

All Inclusive, No Hidden Fees 

88
53

3-
14

09
-4

For a FREE no obligation 
brochure and information, 

please call us toll free at 
844-427-3672 

or visit us on-line at
www.cremationofpa.com

We accept ALL prearrangements made at other cremation providers

0088533-art.indd   1 3/27/18   10:05 AM

• In-state & Out-of-state
• Mostly Night Runs

Must Have:
• Valid PA Driver's License

• Clean Driving Record

Must Be Able to:
• Pass Medical Card Requirements

• Maneuver Pallet Jack
• Load & Unload Skids

• Pass Drug Test

Applications must be  
filled out in-person at:

Press & Journal Publications
20 South Union Street, Middletown

BUSINESS HOURS:  
Monday - Friday 

9 am - 4 pm
Please email Maxine Etter  

for more information:  
MaxineEtter@pressandjournal.com

NOW TAKING 
APPLICATIONS:
PART-TIME 
DRIVERS

 YARD/GARAGE SALES

ESTATE SALE
EVERYTHING MUST GO
Aug. 31 & Sept. 1 • 7 a.m.-dusk

25 Shirley Dr., Middletown
Train items, porcelain dolls, kitchen items, jewelry, holiday décor, 

knick-knacks galore. 

We are selling everything in the house, 
come see what treasures you can find!

DONATE YOUR CAR – 877-
654-3662 Fast Free Towing – 
24hr Response – Maximum Tax 
Deduction – UNITED BREAST 
CANCER FDN: Providing Breast 
Cancer Information & Support 
Programs 

NOW HIRING! Entry-level 
maintenance, Elizabethtown 
area. MUST have 4w-drive 
truck. Plumbing and elec. exp+ 
but not necessary. $11/hr., incl., 
medical, cell, fuel. Fax resume 
to 717-840-3901 or e-mail: 
kdecker@gspmanagement.
com. (8/29)

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents ∙ Leads, No 
Cold Calls ∙ Commissions Paid 
Daily ∙ Agency Training ∙ Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training.  Financial 
aid for qualified students – 
Career placement assistance.  
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345

 WANTED TO BUY

 FREE EXCHANGE
 FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS

 REAL ESTATE

 MISCELLANEOUS

Cat supplies for sale: Kitty cat 
condo, $40; gravity cat feeder 
and waterer, $7; approx. 10 lbs. 
Friskies seafood cat food, $8; 
three-month supply of flea/
tick medication, $20. Call 717-
944-8056.

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill 
– Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 800-567-0404 Ext.300N

ANTIQUE LOVERS TAKE 
NOTE– BRIMFIELD’S Famous 
Outdoor Antique/Collectibles 
Show, 4,000 Dealers runs 
Tuesday, September 4th– 
Sunday, September 9th, 2018.
Info on 20 individual show 
openings– www.brimfield.com.

NY LAND BARGAINS 15 
Acres Southern Tier Borders 
State: $29,995. 43 Acres 
Adirondacks: $69,996. 6.9 
Acres Cabin, Pond: $69,995. 
Financing. 800-229-7843 
www.landandcamps.com 
CHRISTMAS & ASSOCIATES

GOT LAND? Our Hunters will 
Pay Top $$$ To hunt your land.  
Call for a FREE info packet & 
quote.  1-866-309-1507; www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

Wanted to Buy: FREON R12 
WANTED: CERTIFIED BUYER 
will PAY CA$H for R12 cylinders 
or cases of cans. (312) 291-
9169; www.refrigerantfinders.
com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE 

Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
Jeanne L. Albright, date of death June 
7, 2018, late of Middletown Borough, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania having 
been granted to the undersigned, all 
persons indebted to said Estate are 
requested to make immediate payment 
and those having claims will present 
them for settlement to:

Diane B. Tillotson, Executor
c/o Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.

4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

or to:
Kendra A. Mohr, Esq.

Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

#232 0822-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

 
 PUBLIC NOTICE

ESTATE NOTICE
Letters Testamentary on the Estate 
of J. Keith Rider, Deceased, late of 
Londonderry Township, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to:

Edna L. Rider, Executrix
2053 Felker Road

Middletown, PA 17057
or

John S. Davidson, Esquire
Yost & Davidson

320 West Chocolate Avenue
P.O. Box 437

Hershey, PA 17033-0437

#233 0829-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

Job
Fair

NOW 
HIRING:
TEAM MEMBERS

SHIFT MANAGERS
SALARY MANAGERS

Tuesday, September 4th
3 pm to 6 pm

825 SOUTH EISENHOWER  
BLVD., MIDDLETOWN

Can’t make it? Apply at:
www.TACOBELLACAREER.com

ONLY $10 FOR BOTH PRINT & DIGITAL

To place, go to: pressandjournal.com/classified
Deadline: Monday 1 pm
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ect by spring 2019. Irizarry said 
construction would take two to 
three years.

The facility would sit on 192.19 
acres. At first, UPS officials 
proposed a 935,000-square-foot 
hub, but attorney for UPS Mark 
Stanley said Thursday that the 
final plan was 775,033 square feet.

“So there’s been a significant 
reduction in the size of  the facil-
ity,” Stanley said.

The plan includes two fuel 
islands, truck-washing stations, 
guard shacks, 1,500 employee 
parking spaces, a place to store 
snow equipment, and a salt shed. 

According to UPS engineer Ron 
Secary of  Snyder, Secary and As-
sociates LLC, there would be eight 
truck lanes — four for inbound 
traffic and four for outbound 
traffic. The inbound trucks come 
into a place called the “core.” 
Packages are placed on a convey-
ance system where they are then 
distributed for delivery. 

Besides the employee parking 
lot, all of  the land will be fenced 
in, Secary said.

Access to the facility is off  
North Union Street. Immediately 
off the street is a 3,467-square-
foot-retail center where people 
can drop off and collect packages. 

Sound barriers will be placed 
on the southeast corner of  the 
property near homes in Derry 
Township, Secary said. 

North Union Street upgrades
At the meeting, Secary also 

presented proposed upgrades 
from Fulling Mill Road to the 
entrance on North Union Street.

The plan calls for two entrances 
— one for trucks and one for cars. 

In front of  the facility, a left 
turn lane would be added for an 
employee entrance and right turn 
lanes would be designated for 
both the car and truck entrance. 
After the car entrance, Secary 
said the road will transition back 
to two lanes. 

Township solicitor Peter Hen-
ninger said the plan called for no 
right turns from the truck exit. 

“The intent is that all truck 
traffic will go southbound in that 

direction and not northbound,” 
Secary said. 

Todd Trautz, who works with 
Michael Baker International and 
is a traffic engineer, did the traffic 
impact study for UPS. He said the 
company didn’t want to make it a 
blanket restriction in case there 
were instances where it makes 
sense for trucks to turn right. 

“The fact is there have been 
previous commitments from 
[Irizarry] and some of  the other 
folks that you guys, through the 
management of  your routes of  
your trucks, keep them off of  
441 and Fulling Mill Road … or 
Fiddlers Elbow,” commission 
member Eric Breon said.

Irizarry said they made that 
commitment “except for the 
brown trucks where they have 
deliveries.” All trucks, he said, 
will take a left toward Route 283. 
Secary said the geometry of  the 
truck entrance made it difficult 
for trucks to turn right. 

Breon asked for something — 
such as a plan note — that would 
formalize that agreement.

“Corporations’ memory exists 
in contractual language that 
is signed in documents … Us 
talking, that gets forgotten after 
time,” Breon said. 

Commission member Kimber 
Latsha asked what would happen 
if  they weren’t in compliance. 
Henninger told the commission 
that UPS would be in breach of the 
contract and could face a penalty, 
although he noted that they had 
just recently seen the first draft 
of  an agreement.

As far as improving the road, 
Secary said the plan called for 
complete reconstruction of  
North Union Street — including 
adding five-foot wide shoulders 
and bike lanes, widening it to 
17-foot lanes and adding curbs. 

“We wanted to make sure that 
if  we were going through the 
trouble of  reconstructing this, 
that we built something that had 
a long lifecycle and be appropriate 
for the kind of  traffic that we were 
going to introduce, plus what’s 
out there now,” Secary said. 

Neighbors have concerns
Several residents asked ques-

tions and voiced their concerns, 
including Marjie and Chet Hartz, 
who live on the property next to 
where the UPS hub would be. 

Chet asked whether a fence 
could be built between the UPS 
parking lot and the quarry on 
their land for safety.

Marjie said there were four 
homes on the property and asked 
if  there would be a buffer and 
screening between their property 
and UPS. She asked that the buf-
fer be placed on UPS’s property. 

Stanley said UPS offered to con-
struct a buffer along the driveway 
at their cost on the Hartz land, 
“simply that they would maintain 
it moving forward.”

Stanley said the offer was 
rejected. 

Marjie argued that the buffer 
was supposed to be half  on their 
property and half  on UPS’s land 
and UPS would maintain it. She 
said they later got a letter saying 
that the buffer would be on their 
property and they would main-
tain it moving forward.

Hursh said the ordinance calls 
for a 50-foot buffer to be required 
when a non-residential district 
abuts a residential district or 
use. She said there was a parcel 
of  land — owned by the Hartzes 
— between a home on the Hartz’s 
property and the UPS boundary.

Hursh said there wasn’t a house 
on the land between the Hartz 
property and UPS. Because it 
was a separate parcel, it didn’t 
require a buffer. 

Approval by the planning com-
mission was subject to conditions, 
including consideration for a 
fence and buffer as requested by 
the Hartzes. 

One part of plan remains
The parcel includes land across 

North Union Street. Hursh said 
UPS still needs to submit a plan 
to subdivide that land off where 
the hub would be located. She said 
the subdivision plan might come 
before the planning commission 
during its September meeting.

“The Board of  Commissioners 
could table the plan in September 
until the planning commission 
sees and recommends approval 
of  the subdivision plan,” she said.

UPS: Upgrades planned for North Union Street
From page A1

KUNKEL: Options include renovation or sale

sion that occurred was to close 
Fink and Kunkel, since there 
would be a new building on the 
campus that would provide suf-
ficient space for students to be 
housed in just two elementary 
buildings on the campus under 
the center model,” Franklin said. 

“I think there are a lot of  
positive benefits educationally to 
looking to put everything on the 
campus and look at a reconfigura-
tion,” Suski told the board.

“I like the safety aspect of  
having everything on a campus, 
especially with more controlled 
entrances and exits off [Route] 
441,” board member Julie Gom-
boc-Turyan said. 

Franklin told the Press & 
Journal that a center model 
would help balance class sizes, 
allow elementary teachers to 
collaborate better and address 
transportation challenges. 

“Currently, the district may 
bus students to all three elemen-
tary buildings from the same bus 
stop. This has occurred so that 
class sizes could be balanced,” 
Franklin said.

Reaching out to Realtor
During the school board’s Aug. 

21 meeting, Board President 
Linda Mehaffie said she reached 
out to the real estate agent rep-
resenting Tom and Tiz Williams, 
who have put their 239-acre farm 
in Lower Swatara on the market. 

The land has been divided into 
four parcels, and two of  the par-
cels south of  Fulling Mill Road 
border Kunkel school.

“I told him that I wasn’t speak-
ing for the board, I was speaking 
for me, but I would take it to the 
board that if  that purchaser 
would be interested and maybe 
make us an offer to buy our sec-
tion there,” Mehaffie said. 

The conversation came on the 
heels of  a presentation from RBC 
Capital Markets officials that 
reviewed MASD’s debt and the 
potential for funding other proj-
ects, such as a mini-turf  stadium 
or renovations at Kunkel.

One of  the parcels, listed at 
$1,655,500, is 33.11 acres and forms 
an “L” shape around the school. 
The Williams’ Realtor, Jim Koury 
with RSR Realtors, told the Press 
& Journal that they are working 
on a deal for the tract “but not able 
to give any details at this time.”

Mehaffie, who is a real estate 
agent, emphasized that she would 
not benefit in any way from this. 
She said the person who put the 
bid into the 33 acre tract was a 
“warehouse trucking” business, 
adding that she believed the land 
would need to be rezoned.

“What are the odds, from your 
experience, of  our school being in 
their way actually?” board mem-
ber Melvin Fager asked Mehaffie. 

She said she has been told by 
real estate agents that if  anyone 
bought Kunkel, they would prob-
ably tear down the school. 

“It would be no value what-
soever to somebody purchasing 
that,” Mehaffie said. 

Vice President Mike Corradi 
suggested getting an assessment.

“I think we need to figure out 
what we’re going to do, move on 
it instead of  just spinning our 
wheels and letting things fester 
and just sit there,” Corradi said. 

Kunkel renovation plans
Franklin said that in 2016, the 

district asked an architect to 
update a facility study that had 
been completed for the new high 
school, which opened for the 2016-
2017 school year.

“It was always known that Kun-
kel Elementary School would be 
due for an update since the last 
renovation occurred 20 years 
earlier,” Franklin said in an email 
to the Press & Journal. 

The 2012 district feasibility 
study conducted by Mechanics-
burg-based Crabtree, Rohrbaugh 
& Associates Architects and up-
dated in 2016 noted that parts of  
Kunkel weren’t ADA compliant 
and couldn’t serve educational 
programming needs. 

The study included recom-
mendations for Kunkel upgrades, 
including work on the HVAC sys-
tem; replacing toilets to comply 
with ADA; and installing new 
clock, intercom, fire and secu-
rity systems. The report called 
for repairs such as repaving and 
resealing the parking lot, reseal-
ing the playground, replacing 
playground equipment, and add-
ing a sign with a message display. 

Upgrades — including a 2.5 
percent cost escalation, 10 per-
cent contingency and 20 percent 
soft costs — were estimated at 
$5.3 million. 

The study provided three con-
struction options — renovate the 
school, renovate and expand the 

school, or build a new school. 
Expanding the school, the 

study noted, would allow school 
art and music programs, which at 
the time of  the study were located 
in the lower level of  the school, 
to be moved to the main floor. 
Six new classrooms, one for each 
grade, would be added to accom-
modate future enrollment, and 
the cafeteria and multipurpose 
room would be expanded. 

At the time, the study estimated 
that renovating the school would 
cost $13.3 million, renovating and 
expanding the school would cost 
$19.1 million, and building a new 
school would cost $26.4 million.

Franklin said building a new 
school was presented as the best 
option but  had the highest price. 

Franklin noted that the petition 
from Highspire residents to trans-
fer their students from Steelton-
Highspire to MASD, which was 
rejected by the state Department 
of  Education in February, also 
would affect district space.

“No additional steps have been 
taken since the filing of  the Plan-
Con Part A as the District has 
been waiting on the outcome of  
the Highspire petition,” he said.

A process called PlanCon 
starts when a district begins a 
construction project and seeks 
state reimbursement, according 
to the Pennsylvania Department 
of  Education’s website. 

Franklin said that feasibility 
studies — which must be updated 
to file a PlanCon project — de-
tailed the state of  all MASD build-
ings. The school board submitted 
a PlanCon to the state in 2016.

According to May 5, 2016, board 
committee meeting minutes, an 
architect noted that filing a Plan-
Con project wouldn’t force MASD 
to complete a project, though 
he noted that if  a project wasn’t 
started by 2019, the reimburse-
ment opportunity would lapse 
and the district would need to 
file a new plan. At a subsequent 
May 2016 school board meeting, 
Franklin noted that submitting a 
PlanCon project doesn’t commit 
the district to that project, accord-
ing to meeting minutes. 

“However, the PlanCon filing 
has a limited life and that is the 
reason why it is necessary to 
consider what was proposed in 
order to determine whether the 
district wants to proceed with a 
project before the PlanCon filing 
expires,” Franklin said.

From page A1
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Klinepeter provided the term 
length in response to a request by 
the Press & Journal.

During council’s Aug. 21 meet-
ing, resident Bob Hauser of  the 
first block of  Brown Street ob-
jected to four borough council 
members now being on the ICDA.

This creates “the appearance of  
impropriety,” in that four council-
ors constitutes a quorum of  the 
seven-member council, Hauser 
said in a written statement.

Council created the ICDA in 
December 2012 to bring about eco-
nomic development and revital-
ization, specifically with regards 
to completing renovations to the 
downtown business district.

Council appoints ICDA mem-
bers and the authority is sup-
posed to have five members, but 
that hasn’t been the case since 
May 2016.

Since then, the authority has 

had three members: Chairman Ian 
Reddinger, Council Vice President 
Dawn Knull, and Mayor James 
H. Curry III. Reddinger is also a 
councilor.

Four councilors being on the 
ICDA creates the potential for 
a violation of  the Pennsylvania 
Open Meetings Sunshine Law, if  
the councilors discuss and decide 
on council-related business while 
on the ICDA, Hauser said.

“When an issue before the 
ICDA is voted upon and the four 
ICDA members who are the four 
borough council members all vote 
in favor of  the issue, and then 
that issue is recommended to the 
borough council for their delibera-
tion, the four ICDA members will 
again vote for the issue as borough 
council members,” Hauser said in 
a written statement submitted to 
council. “Their unanimous vote 
will effectively guarantee any 
deliberation from the other three 
members of  the borough council 

who are not members of  the ICDA 
to be moot — of  little consequence 
or otherwise having no meaning 
nor effect on the outcome.”

Lloyd and Woodworth were 
appointed to council this year to 
replace councilors who resigned. 
Lloyd was appointed in April to 
replace Diana McGlone, while 
Woodworth was appointed in May 
to replace Ben Kapenstein.

The borough had received letters 
from both Lloyd and Woodworth 
expressing interest in serving on 
the ICDA, Klinepeter said before 
council voted 4-0 with Lloyd and 
Woodworth abstaining to appoint 
the pair to the authority.

Reddinger did not comment 
in response to a request from 
the Press & Journal regarding 
whether the borough and/or 
council had taken any steps to 
solicit interest from anyone else 
to serve on the ICDA.

In June 2016, Curry and a coun-
cil that had several new members 

and a new council president, 
Kapenstein, held a vigorous pub-
lic debate regarding whether the 
ICDA should continue to exist.

Curry sought to dissolve the 
authority, calling it an unneces-
sary “duplication of  services and 
a waste of  your money.”

Council on June 7, 2016, at 
Curry’s urging, voted 4-3 to dis-
solve the ICDA. However, since 
then there has been no substan-
tive public discussion regarding 
its long-term future.

Curry and the rest of  the au-
thority finished the downtown 
revitalization project that the 
former authority with five dif-
ferent members started under a 
previous council.

The former authority under the 
previous council also acquired the 
Elks Building from the Greater 
Middletown Economic Develop-
ment Corp., and put together the 
deal that led to most of  the Elks 
Building — all but the Elks Theatre 

— being turned into the Tattered 
Flag Brewery & Still Works.

The former authority also closed 
the Elks Theatre in April 2015. The 
theater remains closed.

Curry and the rest of  the au-
thority in 2017 had one reason left 
for its existence — managing two 
pieces of  authority-owned real es-
tate including the theater and the 
McNair House property at North 
Union and East Emaus streets.

The authority under the previ-
ous council purchased the Mc-
Nair House property for $325,000 
in 2014, as part of  plans for the 
downtown revitalization project.

In November 2017 the author-
ity completed sale of  the McNair 
House property for $90,000 to mar-
ried investors from Middletown.

The new owners have since 
taken the authority to Dauphin 
County Court over some details 
of  the sale. The lawsuit is pending.

That leaves the Elks Theatre. In 
May 2018 the authority announced 

plans to put the 107-year-old the-
ater up for sale.

The authority had offered to 
transfer the theater for $1 to 
Friends of  the Elks Theatre, a 
nonprofit group that was the suc-
cessor to the GMEDC. The group 
proposed transforming the theater 
into a performing arts center.

In July, the authority disclosed 
that sale of  the Elks Theatre is on 
hold until the authority can reach 
agreement with a real estate agent 
to list the theater for sale.

The ICDA had on the agenda 
of  its Aug. 21 meeting an item 
pertaining to appointing a Realtor 
for sale of  the theater (see story, 
page A3).

Curry during council’s Aug. 
8 meeting also urged council 
consider creating an incentive to 
attract new businesses to Middle-
town, such as offering a tax break.

However, Curry did not indicate 
if  such a program would require 
existence of  the ICDA.

ICDA: Four borough councilors on ICDA creates potential for Sunshine Law violation, resident claims
From page A1
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One outside threat is the Masterpiece Cakeshop 

v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission case now be-

fore the US Supreme court. Jack Phillips, the baker 

who refused to make a cake for David Mullins and 

Charlie Craig in 2012, argues he should be allowed to 

discriminate against LGBTQ people as an expression 

of  religious freedom. His argument is dangerous and 

ugly, and threatens to undermine many of  the recently 

hard-earned victories against discrimination. 

Villains outside our community are easy to express 

outrage toward.

It is more difficult to look inside our own communi-

ties and networks to identify how we may cause harm 

to each other. How do we turn away from that harm 

toward creating healing queer communities?

A recent, called “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgen-

der, Queer, and HIV-affected Intimate Partner Violence 

in 2016,” allows us to jump into that conversation.

The report is an analysis of  more than 2,000 reports 

of  intimate partner violence collected by 14 member 

programs of  the National Coalition of  Anti-Violence 

Programs (NCAVP). 

It seeks to describe the violence experienced by 

LGBTQ and HIV-affected communities in the fourteen 

geographic regions represented, from Los Angeles to 

Kansas City to Burlington. It should not be understood 

as a count of  the totality of  intimate partner violence 

taking place in LGBTQ and HIV-affected communities 

across the US. 

That being said, even the raw counts of  incident 

reports in each program should be understood as 

the tip of  the iceberg for the regions served. Many 

survivors of  intimate partner violence may not feel 

comfortable disclosing their traumatic experiences, 

THE THREAT 
FROM WITHIN

A disturbing look at 

intimate partner violence

By Louie Marven

There are formidable threats to LGBTQ safety and civil rights 

from outside our community. Are there also formidable 

threats to our safety from within our own community?

Please see THREAT FROM WITHIN, page 18

By Central Voice

Shippensburg Univer-

sity senior Trent Bauer 

now knows the power of  

media.
Last October Bauer did 

a “White Men Can Dance” 

segment on Ellen DeGe-

neres – and then received 

a $10,000 check for his self-

less volunteer work.

Bauer didn’t know that 

his friend Steph had writ-

ten to Ellen telling her that 

he was the “most selfless 

and special” people she 

knew. She also explained 

that Bauer was dedicated to LGBT activism at his school. 

He serves as the university’s first LGBT student 

coordinator. “I wrote to the president [of  the school] 

and asked them to create [the position].” According to 

Shippensburg U.

senior shows Ellen 

he can dance

Ellen's TV audience learns there's a lot 

more to this guy than his moves

Trent Bauer struttin' his stuff on “The Ellen Show.”  -Youtube

Trent Bauer

FAB FEST:

Oh, what 
a night!
PG. 16
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Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal

• MIDDLETOWN: Health Standard 

For Water Compliance. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Sergeant Testing 

Announcement. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Invitation 

To Bid. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Proposed 

Final Budget. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Betty L. Ramsey 

Estate Notice. A4

• SWATARA TWP: Tzyh S. Wu Es-

tate Notice. A4

• STEELTON: Barbara C. Kostyal 

Estate Notice. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Charlotte A. 

Washington Estate Notice. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Daniel E. 

Wolfe Estate Notice. A4
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Write-ins could shape November ballot

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

and David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

It looks as though Middletown 

Mayor James H. Curry III can be 

on the Democratic ballot in the 

general election in the fall — if  

he wants to be.

In Lower Swatara, two Repub-

licans received enough write-in 

votes from Democrats to appear 

on the November ballot.

And Middletown Borough 

Councilor Ian Reddinger also said 

he is interested in running after 

receiving support on the Tuesday, 

May 16 primary ballot.

In an unusual election year, it’s 

likely write-in candidates will play 

a key in who is elected in the fall.

Curry received 70 write-in votes 

on the Democratic ballot, accord-

ing to Jerry Feaser, director of  

the Dauphin County Office of  

Elections and Voter Registration. 

Curry would need only 10 certi-

fied write-in votes to appear on 

the Democratic ballot in the fall. 

If  Curry does 

decide to run 

the fall elec-

tion will be a 

rematch be-

tween the one 

four years ago 

between Curry, 

who at the time 

was a Demo-

crat, and Republican Robert Giv-

ler.
Givler, a retired Middletown po-

lice officer, defeated fellow retired 

borough police officer Richard 

Hiester on the 

Republican bal-

lot during Tues-

day’s primary, 

235 votes to 183 

votes.
Reddinger, 

a Republican 

who was not 

on the primary 

ballot after he chose not to run — 

received 24 write-in votes on the 

Democratic ballot. 

That could enable Reddinger to 

run for a full four-year term in the 

fall if  he chooses to. Reddinger was 

appointed to council in May 2016. 

“I am interested in running,” 

Reddinger told the Press & Jour-

nal. “I do want to serve Middletown 

and I appreciate their support.”

In the unofficial results for Mid-

dletown Borough Council, Dawn 

Knull was the only person on the 

Democratic ballot for a four-year 

seat. Knull received 229 votes, and 

there were 75 write-in votes cast.

Borough council candidate Jen-

ny Miller also received 17 write-in 

votes on the Democratic ballot for 

a four-year seat. However, Miller 

will already be on the Republican 

ballot in the fall.

Three candidates were on the 

Republican ballot competing for 

three four-year seats. Miller re-

ceived 379 votes, Rachelle Reid 294 

and David Rhen 292. There were 

95 write-in votes.

Voters will elect three council 

members in November for the 

four-year seat. If  Reddinger choses 

to be on the ballot, three would be 

Reflecting on Middletown’s prom

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER

Ivy Martnishn and Chris Plummer get ready to enter the Middletown prom on Saturday, May 20, at the Red Lion 

Hotel Harrisburg Hershey. For more photos, see page B6 and go to www.pressandjournal.com.

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An eyewitness in the March 24 

shooting at River House Bar & 

Grill in Londonderry Township 

has refused to 

answer ques-

tions under 

oath.
That revela-

tion came to 

light Wednes-

day, May 17, 

as the prelimi-

nary hearing 

was about to 

start in the case against Tanner 

Allen Stark. State Police said Stark 

began shooting after two River 

House bouncers escorted him out 

of  the bar because he was seen 

wearing a handgun in his right 

front pants pocket. 

After Stark started firing, two 

men who were inside the bar went 

out to confront Stark, according to 

police. One was David Seesholtz, 

a patron; and the other was Andy 

Cole, who was tending bar inside 

the River House at the time. 

There are two eyewitnesses to 

what happened, Stark’s defense 

attorney Jerry Russo said im-

mediately after the hearing was 

ended by District Judge David 

Judy. Russo did not identify the 

eyewitnesses, or indicate whether 

he was referring to Seesholtz or 

Cole.
Judy agreed to the request, 

saying that Russo “has raised 

legitimate legal issues.”

The court needs to determine 

“whether or not the invocation 

of  the right to remain silent by an 

eyewitness is legal and proper,” 

Russo said.

Witness in River 

House shooting 

remains silent

Stark

Unidentified person won’t 

answer questions under oath

Please see SHOOTING, page A4

Memorial Day parade 

back to ‘normal’ route 

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

This year’s Memorial Day pa-

rade in Middletown will return to 

its “normal” route, according to 

Ricky Snyder Jr. of  Middletown 

VFW Post 1620, who is helping to 

organize the events.

The parade will begin at 9 a.m. 

near Emaus and Wood streets 

before following its regular route 

of  traveling on Ann Street and 

Union Street and concluding at 

the Middletown Cemetery.

Last year, the parade route was 

changed due to road work. 

Snyder said for him, planning 

and executing the parade has been 

both hectic and rewarding, and he 

receives gratification from see-

ing the streets lined with people, 

especially those continuing the 

tradition of  attending the parade 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Early 2018 looks to be the 

soonest that more Middletown-

area residents and businesses 

can buy a banner honoring a 

veteran that could be placed 

somewhere in town.

It also appears likely that 

when more banners become 

available, they will be sold 

not through 

the borough 

but through 

a veterans 

o r g a n i z a -

tion such as 

the Ameri-

can Legion 

or the Veter-

ans of  For-

eign Wars.

However, it’s unlikely that 

Councilor Diana McGlone — 

who played a key role in getting 

the banner program started 

— will be a part of  it moving 

forward. 

During the borough coun-

cil’s most recent meeting, on 

Wednesday, May 17, McGlone 

could not get anyone on council 

to second her motion to imme-

diately reopen the program and 

make more banners available 

for sale through the borough. 

“I am removing myself  from 

this program,” McGlone told 

the council later in the meeting. 

The banners have proven 

to be wildly popular among 

residents, since the banners 

first started appearing on 

green light poles and utility 

poles throughout Middletown 

on May 9.

But the way the program 

was carried out by McGlone 

has become the subject of  con-

siderable controversy among 

members of  borough council. 

Council President Damon 

Suglia and Vice President 

Dawn Knull both made state-

ments at the start of  the May 17 

meeting, defending themselves 

against McGlone’s charge that 

Suglia and Knull are “anti-

veteran” because they have 

refused to reopen the program 

to make more banners avail-

able to people who want to 

Military 
banners 
might be 
revisited in 

early 2018
McGlone says she is 

done with program

McGlone

Please see BANNERS, page A8

Newly painted pool gets ready to open 

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID BARR

Casey Coble prepares to add a chain to a floating pool toy Monday.

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

As the weather becomes warmer 

and summer approaches, it is time 

to break out the bathing suits and 

bottles of  sunscreen and hit the 

Middletown Pool. 

The pool is scheduled to open for 

the first time this year on Saturday, 

May 27, and remain open through 

the holiday weekend. It will close 

for the following week, before 

reopening the following weekend, 

June 3-4. It will close once more 

June 5-6 before opening for good 

Please see POOL, page A8

More inside

Memorial Day editorial. PAGE A6.

Memorial Day pages. PAGES A9-A10

Please see MEMORIAL, page A4

Givler
Reddinger

Please see BALLOT, page A3

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Lions Club – 6:30 pm
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: LEGO® Jr. Maker 
Club –  6:30 pm, Jewelry Club 
– 6 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP. 
• Summer Music Series, Sun-
set Bar/Grill: Jeffery J. Walker 
– 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Planning Commission – 7 pm
• Susquehanna Area Regional 
Airport Authority – 8 am

LOWER SWATARA TWP. 
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Zoning Hearing Board – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am,

MIDDLETOWN
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time –
10:30 am, Family Yoga – noon,
Tales with T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Londonderry Lionettes – 7 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP. 
• Senior Citizen’s – 1 pm
• Summer Music Series, Sun-
set Bar/Grill: Jeffrey J. Walker 
– 7 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Borough Authority – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: LEGO® Jr. Maker 
Club – 6:30 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Board of Commissioners – 
7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am,
followed by Retirement Board
Meeting
• Prison Board – 1:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Red Rose Rebekah #586 – 1 pm
• Alzheimer’s Assoc. @ Frey Vil-
lage – 6:30 pm
• Library: Mystery Book Club – 
6 pm, STEM Club – 6 pm, Family 
Yoga – 6 pm

YOM KIPPUR
MIDDLETOWN
• MASD Board – 7 pm
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• Ind/Comm. Develop – 6:30 pm
• Boro Council – 7 pm
• Library: Story Time- 10:30 am, 
Yoga – noon, T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm

ROYALTON
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN 
• Kiwanis – 6 pm
• Am. Legion Board – 7 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm, 
Family Yoga – 6 pm 

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Fire Co. Aux. 7:30 pm

PATRIOT DAY - 09.11.01
MIDDLETOWN
• M-town Alumni Assoc. – 8 pm
• ABWA Olmsted Chapt. – 6 pm
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• MASD: Academic Affairs – 
6:30 pm, Personnel – 7:30 pm, 
Finance – 8 pm
• Library: Story Time – 10:30 am, 
Yoga – noon, T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Wesley Gold – 11 am-1 pm
• Elks at Am. Legion – 7 pm
• Human Relations Commission 
– 6:30 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am

NATIONAL CREAM-FILLED 
DONUT DAY

NATIONAL FELT HAT DAY

LABOR DAY MIDDLETOWN
• M-town Library Board – 6 pm
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time – 
10:30 am, Family Yoga – noon, 
Tales with T.A.I.L.S – 6 pm
• MASD Board – 6 pm
• Boro Council – 7 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

ROYALTON
• Boro Council – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Twp. Commissioners – 7 pm
• Recreation Board – 6 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Youth Club: Board-7 pm;
General-8 pm
• Am. Legion Aux. – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am

NATIONAL COLLECT 
ROCKS DAY

 INTERNATIONAL 
LITERACY DAY

HISPANIC HERITAGE 
MONTH

We Are  
PENN STATE 
in the Capital Region

777 West Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057
717-948-6000 • harrisburg.psu.edu

An Equal Opportunity University

Embracing a Rich History and 
Working Toward a Bright Future

We serve with passion and strive for excellence

JEFF HASTE, Chairman 
MIKE PRIES, Vice Chairman 
GEORGE HARTWICK III, Secretary

Middletown
Area School

District

The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs, or 

employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

55 West Water Street, Middletown, PA 17057 (717) 948-3300

“Helping To Shape The Future By 
Meeting The Challenges Of Today”

2601 Sunset Drive
Middletown • 944.5415
www.sunsetbandg.com
www.sunsetgc.com

www.londonderrypa.org

  Live Music on 
the deck

  Daily Food & 
Drink Specials

 
  Open Golf  

Tourneys

   Jr. Golf Clinic

  Stars & Stripes 
Salute

This month’s calendar is made possible by the 
community-minded businesses, local municipalities, 
county offices and educational institutions shown below.

Press & Journal is not only a community newspaper, 
we also publish Woman and The Central Voice with 
a combined circulation of over 30,500.
What makes us unique? Community 
influence, positive social contribution 
and expanding beyond traditional 
media solutions to reach more 
people than ever before. 

&PRESS
 JOURNAL

Reach the consumers you want, aligned with specific content, geography or timeframe. Contact Dave Brown: davebrown@pressandjournal.com; 717-944-4628

MIDDLETOWN
• Kiwanis – 6 pm
• Am. Legion – 7 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm, 
Family Yoga – noon

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Municipal Authority – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Conservation District Ag – 
2 pm

AMERICAN LEGION DAY

MIDDLETOWN
• Adult Forum: Diversity of 
Middletown,
9:15-10:15 am, Presbyterian
Congregation, Union & Water 
Sts.

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fire Co. – 8 pm
• Senior Citizens – 1 pm
• Summer Music Series, Sunset
Bar/Grill: Stu Huggens – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Boro Authority – 7:30 pm
• Library: Book Club – 6 pm,
LEGO® Jr. Maker Club – 6:30 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Conservation District – 
7 pm

CLASSICAL MUSIC MONTH

STEELTON
Established 1880

Our Renaissance Starts Now . . . 
Steelton is Open for Business with 
Tax Incentives for New Business

Maria R. Marcinko, Mayor
Doug Brown, Borough Manager
Terry Carroll, Accounts Payable
Rosemarie Paul, Asst. Secretary/Treasurer
Michele Powell, Utility Billing Clerk
Marianne Reider, Tax Collector

Borough Council:
Brian Proctor, President

Michael Segina, Vice President
Keontay Hodge, Pro-Tem

Dennis Heefner
Natashia Woods

Kelly Kratzer
William Krovic

VJ DAY, WWII

MIDDLETOWN
• Sons of Am. Legion – 5 pm

LET'S WORK TOGETHER...

ROSH HASHANAH 

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Bingo: Open Noon, First
Game – 2 pm, Fire Co.

ELEPHANT 
APPRECIATION DAY

FALL BEGINS ON 23rd
23rd: MIDDLETOWN
• Adult Forum: Diversity of Penn 
State Hbg. Students, 9:15-10:15 
am, Presbyterian Congregation, 
Union & Water Sts. 

30th: MIDDLETOWN
• Adult Forum: Support For 
Refugees In Our Region, 9:15-
10:15 am, Presbyterian 
Congregation, 
Union & Water Sts. 

CONFUCIUS DAY-
TRY YOUR LUCK. 

GET A FORTUNE COOKIE

HUMMELSTOWN
• Bingo Blast, Hummelstown
Fire Co. Doors open 5 pm; First
Game 7 pm

NATIONAL PIANO MONTH

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Summer Music Series, Sunset
Bar/Grill: Cruise Control – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Lions – 6:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Walk-In Immunization Clinic
49 Wilson St. – 9:30-11:30 am
• MASD: Athletic/Activities – 
6:30 pm, Operations – 7 pm
• Historical Rest. – 6:30 pm
• Library: LEGO® – 6:30 pm

P U B L I C AT I O N S

LITTLE LEAGUE MONTHCHICKEN MONTH HONEY MONTH

NATIVE AMERICAN DAY

NATIONAL BACON DAY

DAUPHIN COUNTY
 •Ag Land Preservation Board 
– 9 am
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A quarterly special report

Residential & Commercial Wiring • Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

 •New & Old Wiring  
 •Code Updates
 •Phone & TV Cable Wiring  
 •Electric Heat
 •Electric Smoke Detectors
	 •Fully	Insured		
	 •Licensed	Electricians			

•40	Years	Experience	

Residential & Commercial  
Electrical Services

Home Heating Solutions & Designs

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured for Your Protection       Satisfaction Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating
Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

Roofing Specialists

DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Thurs. 9-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

Flooring & Wall Coverings

The benefits of child-safe home 
improvements

According to a recent Vital Signs 
report from the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
accidental injuries are a leading 
cause of  death among the coun-
try’s youth — with one fatal-
ity occurring every hour from 
something entirely preventable. 
The CDC notes that the leading 
causes of  child injury include 
suffocation, drowning, poisoning, 
fires, and falls. More can be done 
to keep children safe, and many 
strategies start at home.

Install security systems
A security system can be just as 
effective at keeping little ones in-
side as it is at keeping unwanted 
guests outside. Alarms can be set 
to sound anytime a window or door 
is breached, which can deter curi-
ous children from trying to leave 
the house without permission. 
Pair the alarm system with secure 
locks and high latches that can 
also stop children in their tracks.

Remove fall hazards
Safety devices installed on win-
dows that are above ground level 
can keep children safe. Stair rails 
should be secure and in good work-
ing order. Temporary gates can 
block kids from getting on stair-
ways. Improve lighting around 
staircases to help children and 
adults avoid falls, and remove any 
obstacles.

Anchor heavy furniture
The U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission warns that 
unanchored televisions and top-
heavy furniture can tip over onto 
children and cause severe injuries 
and even death. Everyday fur-
niture can be tempting to climb; 
therefore, using anchors to secure 
furniture to walls for security is 
a must.

Install locking cabinets
Locking cabinets can keep medica-
tions, household chemicals, home 
improvement paints and solvents, 
and other potential poisons out 
of  reach.

Erect fencing around pools and 
yards
Install fencing around pools to 
keep children from wandering 
close to the water’s edge. Towns 
and cities may require certain 
fence heights or self-latching gates 
to keep little ones safe. Young chil-
dren should never be left to their 
own devices around any source 
of  water, whether it’s a pool, tub 
or toilet.

Test and replace smoke alarms
Smoke and carbon monoxide de-
tectors are only useful if  they are 
functional. Homeowners should 
inspect such devices regularly 
to ensure proper operation and 
promptly replace old or faulty 
detectors to improve safety.

All family members should be considered when home improvements are 
being planned, especially the youngest household residents who may not be 
responsible enough to avoid accidents and injuries.

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY EARL HAMMAKER

Blue Raider defensive linemen Cole Senior and Morgan Billman close in on Lower Dauphin quarterback Ryan Kutz 
on Friday at Hersheypark Stadium. Middletown won, 42-14, in the season opener. See story, page B1. 

A GOOD START
Blue Raiders open with easy win vs. LD

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DONALD GRAHAM

The Blue Raider football team, cheerleaders, fans and band enjoyed the first game of the season. 
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RAIDERS KEEP ROLLING
Lower Dauphin is no match for Middletown in Iron Spike 

Bowl as Lopez and Sykes have big rushing games
By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

Lower Dauphin showed some 
offensive and defensive muscle 
at the start of  Friday’s season 
opener against Middletown at 
Hersheypark Stadium, jumping 
out to a 7-0 lead halfway through 
the first quarter. 

The Falcons also scored the last 
touchdown of  the game in the Iron 
Spike Bowl in front of  an enthusi-
astic season-opening crowd. 

But, in between those two scores, 
the Blue Raiders found the end 
zone six straight times in what 
turned out to be an impressive 
romp for the Middletown side.

The Blue Raiders have not lost a 
regular season game since Oct. 30, 
2015, when they fell at Steel-High, 
19-18, and are coming off back-to-
back seasons in which they went 
14-1, losing in the state champion-
ship game both years. It’s their 
third straight win vs. the Falcons.

While things started a bit 
slow for the Raiders, everything 
changed once the defending Dis-
trict III-AAA champs found their 
footing. 

Middletown head coach Brett 
Myers, with a somewhat relieved 
smile on his face at the end, 
summed up the effort of  his team 
in a short sentence. 

“We have good kids,” he said. 

As to the slow start, Myers said: 
“Not having that second scrim-
mage showed early.”

Heading into the game a bit 
shorthanded against longstanding 
rival Lower Dauphin, Myers was 
a bit concerned and unsure how 
his team would play.

“We have some young players 
in key positions so we will have to 
see how they do,” he said. 

As it turned out, they did very 
well. 

Junior standout Jose Lopez had 
167 yards on 18 carries, and Richie 
Sykes, a senior who played previ-
ously at Red Land, had 156 yards 
on 11 carries.

Those gaudy statistics came 

even though the Falcons obviously 
were geared defensively to stop 
Middletown’s run game, keying 
most of  their game plan to stop 
Lopez. That plan worked early as 
the Falcons forced a punt when 
the Raiders went three-and-out 
on the opening drive of  the game. 

Taking over at the Middletown 
46 following the kick, the Falcons 
bullied their way to the game’s 
first score, a 25-yard sweep by 
Isaac Buck with 5:47 left in the 
first quarter. 

On the Raiders’ second posses-
sion, senior quarterback Scott 
Ash connected on a pair of  short 

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY EARL HAMMAKER

Middletown running back Jose Lopez busts through the line Friday night vs. Lower Dauphin at Hersheypark Stadium. The Blue Raider junior rushed for 167 
yards in the 42-14 win.

By Jason Maddux
jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

A new coach, relying on a team 
dominated by upperclassmen, is 
hoping to turn around the fortunes 
of  the Middletown Area High 
School field hockey team.

Sierra Lenker is taking over the 
Blue Raiders after serving as an 
assistant last year, when the team 
finished 1-14-1. It’s her first head-
coaching job. She replaces Jana 
Woodring, who was 9-77-2 in her 
five seasons at the helm.

The team starts the season 
Friday at home to Eastern York, 
at 4 p.m. 

This year’s team has 15 play-
ers, 13 of  whom played last year, 
including 10 juniors and three 
seniors.

The challenge is getting more 

girls interested 
in playing.

“Our num-
bers are really 
low. I always tell 
the girls that 
we’re unique 
and we can’t re-
ally be compar-
ing ourselves to 
other programs that have 40 girls 
on the JV and varsity roster,” 
Lenker said.

The lack of numbers makes even 
scrimmaging difficult, since 11 
players are on the field at one time.

Still, Lenker has hope.

“Our juniors are really stepping 
up to the plate. They were under-
classmen last year, but now they 
are out in full force. I certainly am 
very optimistic that we will have 
a great season,” she said.

She pointed out the balance 
in the upperclassman but listed 
Kiera Guckavan, Marie Schopf, 
Noelle Zimmerman and Paige 
Burger, all of  whom have played 
since they were freshmen, and 
Deja Washington as key juniors.

“I really can’t say one is more im-
portant than the other,” she said.

Lenker played field hockey at Ce-
dar Cliff and attended Muhlenberg 

College in Allentown, graduating 
in 2015. She was a four-year team 
member and two-year starter in 
goal at Muhlenberg, compiling a 
1.59 goals-against average and .743 
save percentage while recording 
seven shutouts. She earned All-
Centennial Conference honorable 
mention in 2014, when she was 
selected to play in the NFHCA 
Division III Senior Game.

She said her teaching mentality 
helped get her into coaching.

“I love watching people improve 
and watching people learn new 

New coach leading MAHS field hockey team

STAFF PHOTO BY JASON MADDUX

Noelle Zimmerman fires a shot at goalie Natasha Manfred during practice drills on Thursday.

Lenker

Please see COACH, page B6

Please see RAIDERS, page B2

Located in Chambers Hill area off  Rt. 322
Mon.-Fri. 8 AM-7 PM; Sat. 8 AM-5 PM; Sun. 11 AM-4 PM

StritesOrchard.com(717) 564-3130

Peachespick-your-own

wednesdays, saturdays & sundays

IN-SEASON: Freestone Peaches, Nectarines, Melons, 
Plums, Sweet Corn, Cucumbers, Zucchini & MORE!

PLUS Cookies, Breads, Fresh Baked Fruit Pies & More From Our Bakery

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 8/28/18 – 9/4/18

21/25CT WILD CAUGHT
EZ PEEL JUMBO
PINK SHRIMP
SOLD IN 2 LB BAGS 699

lb.

FREESTONE
YELLOW PEACHES

99¢
lb.

PicnicPicnicPicnic
Favorites!

FRESH CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS
MUST BUY 5 LBS 59¢

lb.Wow!

Wow!

KARNS DOUBLE SMOKED
SLICED BACON

399
lb.

649
lb.

WHOLE
NEW YORK STRIPS
12 LB AVG

FRESH
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST BUY 10 LBS

299
lb.

16-18 OZ SWEET BABY RAYS
MARINADES &
BBQ SAUCESBBQ SAUCES

2/$312 OZ/12 PK

PEPSI
FRIDGE PACK
MUST BUY 5

5/$11

9-13 OZ HERR’S
POTATO &
TORTILLA CHIPS

BUY 2 GET 3

FREE
5 @ $8.58

PRETTY LADY
RED OR WHITE
SEEDLESS GRAPES

199
lb.

A Night at the Races
AN EXCITING EVENING 
OF FUN & FUNDRAISING 09.22.18

FOR TICKETS: (717) 608-5990 OR
FOUNDATION@RAIDERWEB.ORG

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE MIDDLETOWN AREA BLUE RAIDER FOUNDATION, 
A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION IN SUPPORT OF THE MIDDLETOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT

@ THE LOWER SWATARA FIRE HALL • DOORS OPEN @ 5:30
RACES START @ 7:00 • $35 PP
MUST BE 21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO ATTEND

Buy a Horse: $20 • Buy a Jockey: $10 • Wager on the Races

TICKETS ARE LIMITED!
AYCE DINNER • SNACKS THROUGHOUT THE 10 RACES • DRINKS • 50/50 DRAWING • RAFFLE TICKETS
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WMSS 91.1FM was knocked off 
the air during the first quarter 
of  the football game between 
Middletown and Lower Dauphin 
on Friday.

An internal power supply in 
the station transmitter blew and 
could not be immediately repaired, 
WMSS General Manager John 
Wilsbach said in a press release 

to the Press & Journal.
Although the transmitter was 

down, the station was still broad-
casting the game on the Internet at 
wmssfm.com. Engineer Tim Star-
liper and assistant Dan Magaro 
got the station back on the air 
with limited power in the fourth 
quarter.

“We've been fortunate over the 

years not to have a major technical 
problem during a big broadcast,” 
Wilsbach said.

“We're very disappointed it hap-
pened when it did and apologize to 
our faithful listeners,” he added.

Phone calls, texts and Facebook 
comments started coming in from 
listeners almost immediately after 
the radio station was knocked off 

the air. Listeners at wmssfm.com 
were not affected.

Although operating at full 
power, the transmitter had been 
scheduled for an upgrade Aug. 
30 as part of  completion of  the 
WMSS tower expansion project 
and power increase. 

The tower portion has been 
completed. 

The expansion will enable 
WMSS to boost its signal in almost 
all directions by up to 4,500 watts 
or more.

The project also will prevent 
other radio frequencies from en-
croaching upon the 91.1 frequency.

“Now, it's just a matter of  getting 
the transmitter back to full power 
and having a backup in place to 

go on the air quicker in the event 
this should ever happen again,” 
Wilsbach said. “We were just a 
week too late.”

All repairs and upgrades should 
be completed in time for the Blue 
Raiders’ game Friday at Northern 
York, Wilsbach said. 

The kickoff is scheduled for 7 
p.m.

WMSS knocked off air during Friday’s Blue Raider-Falcons game

ANSWERS  |  PUZZLES ON B4

passes to Sykes and Chris Joseph 
and another covering 19 yards to 
Sykes to move the offense. But the 
drive stalled at the 22 when Nicho-
las Bennett batted down a fourth 
down throw. A holding penalty 
three plays earlier hurt the drive. 

But the Middletown defense, led 
by Gage Radabaugh, gave up noth-
ing and forced the Falcons to kick 
from deep in their end of  the field. 

Because of  the earlier success 
throwing the ball, the Middletown 
offense showed some diversity 
and took the Falcons’ defense out 
of  its comfort zone. Starting at 
the midfield stripe, the Raiders 
moved on runs by Lopez and 
Sykes, plus another reception by 
Sykes, and earned a first down at 
the Falcons’ 25. 

One play later, the Blue Raid-
ers tied the score on a crisp pass 
right down the middle from Ash 
to Joseph. Anthony LaVia’s kick, 
his first of  six straight, knotted the 
score at 7 with 8:41 left in the first 
half  and jump-started the Middle-
town team to 42 straight points. 

With Joey Gusler and Cole Se-
nior leading the way up front, the 
Middletown defense took away 
nearly everything the Falcons had 
to offer from that point on. 

Following a Falcon punt, the 
Raiders were at their 39 and start-
ed off another scoring drive with a 
20-yard pass connection from Ash 
to freshman Tajae Broadie. 

Three plays later, Lopez broke 
free on a 31-yard touchdown 
sprint. Gusler, Senior, Morgan 
Billman, Ethan Miller and Matt 
Lugo gave Lopez the opening he 
needed. The Raiders led 14-7 with 
4:19 left in the second quarter. 

Lower Dauphin’s return game 
was solid all night and Damien 
Pettito gave his team good field 
position at the Falcon 36. Blake 
Keller ran for 17 yards on first 
down, Ryan Kutz connected with 
Will Bowen for 9 yards three plays 
later and the Falcons were on the 
move. But, on second and 6, Senior 
sacked Kutz for a 12-yard loss and 
took the steam out of  the promis-
ing drive. Kutz made up some of  
the lost yards with an 11-yard pass 
to Bennett but his next throw fell 
incomplete and the Blue Raiders 
took over at the 32 with just 33 
seconds left in the half. 

What happened next was sure 
to become highlight reel fodder. 

Taking Ash’s handoff, Lopez 
appeared to be stopped in the back-
field, but the shifty running back 
had other ideas. Breaking free 
from an attempted tackler’s grasp, 
Lopez changed directions twice 
and then found a small gap cre-
ated by his mates up front. Darting 
through, Lopez broke free and ran 
past the shocked Lower Dauphin 
defense and never stopped until 
he reached the north end zone 68 
yards away. When he got there, no 
blue-clad defenders were within 
15 yards of  him. The Raiders led 
21-7, taking their two-touchdown 
lead into halftime. 

The first 5 ½ minutes of  the 
second half  turned into a stale-

mate and the score remained 
unchanged until the Blue Raid-
ers broke the ice on their second 
possession of  the half. Starting at 
their own 30, the offense went the 
distance in eight plays, the drive 
keyed by a 17-yard pass connection 
from Ash to Lopez, a 16-yard run 
by Sykes and a 37-yard sprint by 
Lopez that set up his own scoring 
dash from two yards out at 2:43. 

While Lower Dauphin’s offense 
had trouble moving the ball, the 
Falcons got a bit of  a lift with time 
winding down when they had the 
Raiders pinned deep at the 5 yard 
line following a punt and Middle-
town penalty.

But the Falcons’ bubble really 
burst when Sykes showed what 
he could do with the ball in his 
hands. As the Raiders caught the 

Falcons defense jamming the line, 
Sykes got past that line of  defense 
on the left side and outran every-
one — 95 yards in about 10 seconds 
— to push the Blue Raiders to a 
commanding 35-7 lead. 

Two minutes into the fourth 
quarter, O’Dell Greene inter-
cepted a Kutz pass that set up 
Middletown’s last touchdown. 
The 31-yard drive was capped by 
an Ash-to-Sykes scoring pass for 
15 yards with 6:55 left in the game. 

Down 42-7, the Falcons kept 
fighting. Kutz engineered a scoring 
drive against Middletown’s sec-
ond-team defense. He hit Bowen 
from 13 yards out  with 2:43 left. 
But that was all they would get 
as the Raiders ran out the clock. 

Ash completed 9 of  15 passes for 
121 yards and two touchdowns. 

RAIDERS: Blue Raiders score 42 straight points
From page B1

Mudcats win Halifax Tournament

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

In the recent Halifax Tournament, the Middletown Mudcats 8 and under team took first place by winning all five 
games it played. In the back row are coaches Josh Hartnett, Jeff Redline, head coach Dustin Reigle and Joe Doran. 
In the next row are Mason Reigle, Rylan Shrieves, Hunter Lantzy, Carson Miller, Austin Hartnett, Harlan Wiehe 
and Jace Redline. In the first row are Jack Doran, Reece Young, Caleb Cleckner, Shane Kleinfelter and Connor 
Geesaman. In the front is Ben Nordai.

Cross country alumni run

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY EARL HAMMAKER

Middletown defensive end Adonis Taveras bears down on Lower Dauphin 
running back Isaac Buck.

Blue Raider running back Richie Sykes busts through the Lower Dauphin 
defensive line.

We’ve been here for generations - just like you.
&PRESS   JOURNAL

Locally owned since 1854

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER

The Middletown cross country program held its Blue Raiders 5K Fall Challenge on Saturday, in which alumni were 
encouraged to take part.
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Pastor James Lyles, 10xBetter
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion. New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. 
We are handicap accessible via 

ramp at back door. For additional 
church information call 717-
944-9595. For security purposes 
our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that 
will be the front door.

 Sundays: Youth Fellowship 
meets every Sunday evening 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-
pate in these important areas of  
our church life.

 September ushers: Binny 
Dupes, Dave Judy, Cindy and 
Dick Myers. Greeter for Septem-

ber: Bonnie Harper. Children’s 
church leaders for September 3: 
Nan Fishburn and Julie Myers.

 Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
that is made out of  nails and is il-
luminated at night.  From spring 
to winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” In ad-
dition, he posts a podcast of  Bible 
study many days on Facebook 
via YouTube. We invite everyone 
to tune him in for inspiration for 
their day.

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
Calvary Church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has been 
our privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the 
good news has never changed in over 2000 years. 
We firmly hold to the Apostles Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resur-

rection for sinners we will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. 
Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.
calvaryopc.com. 

 Our worship services are 
at 10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are 
located at the corner of  Spruce 
and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellow-
ship meal following the 10:15 a.m. 
morning worship service on the 
first Sunday of  every month, free 

to all who come. We also have 
Sunday school classes for all ages 
at 9 a.m. and a Bible Study and 
prayer meeting each Wednesday 
at 

7 p.m. We are studying the 
power of  prayer on Wednesday 
nights.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 10:45 
a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages. 

 We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church 
Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are.

 Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assis-
tants are as follows: Pastor – Lee 
Ellenberger; Organist – Don 

Cowsert; Children’s Time – Kim 
Schlicher; Audio Visual – Steve 
Moyer, Jamal Warren and Justin 
Hahn; Head Usher – Scott Green; 
Greeters – Wendy Kauffman 
and Rodney Mohr; Communion 
Stewards – Deb and Tom Klugh; 
Nursery Caregivers – Deb Lidle 
and Joyce Moyer.

 This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., Aug. 29: 6 p.m., Alcohol-
ics Anonymous Group Book 
Study; 6:30 p.m., Choir practice.

 Sun., Sept. 2: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school; 10:15 a.m., Worship 
Service with Communion; 4 p.m., 
Youth Fellowship at Evan.

 Tues., Sept. 4: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Geyers.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Sun., Sept. 
2: Communion

 Mon., Sept. 
3: 7 p.m., Prop-

erty and Maintenance
 Wed., Sept. 5: 6:30 p.m., Adult 

Forum
 Thurs., Sept. 6: 7:15 p.m., Choir
 Please join us on Sunday, 

Sept. 2 at 10:30 a.m. as our Pas-
tor Christian Neubaum leads 
us in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped 
accessible, and there are also 
hearing devices for anyone want-
ing to use one. Nursery is avail-

able during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children 
to utilize during the service. Do 
join us! 

 Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat). For further in-
formation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown is a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our website 
at www.stpetersmiddletown.org. Please join us 
for worship. Our worship times are: Sunday 
morning worship at 10 a.m. Sunday Church 
School for all ages begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday 
morning at 10 a.m., Good Shepherd Chapel; 
Saturday evening at 5 p.m., Good Shepherd 
Chapel. Please enter the church through the 
parking lot door. Our Sunday worship service is 

broadcast at 11 a.m. on WMSS 91.1FM.
Church and Community 

Events: 
 Sat., Sept. 1: 5 p.m., Holy Com-

munion – Good Shepherd Chapel 
– Everyone is welcome.

 Sun., Sept. 2: 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion – everyone is wel-
come.

 Wed., Sept. 5: 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion – Good Shepherd 
Chapel - everyone is welcome. 

 Worship Updates: Everyone is 
invited and welcome to worship; 
Sun., Sept. 2: Kierch Sunday, 10 
a.m. worship; Sun., Sept.  16: 10 
a.m., worship. Polka Mass led by 
the Heidelberg Brass Band.

 Concert: Sun., Sept. 30 at 3 
p.m., 121 N. Spring St., Middle-
town. Pipe Organ duo, Allegro 
con Fuoco, Tyler Canomico and 
Jordan Markham. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. No tickets 
required, free will donation.

 Save the date: Sept. 6: Middle-
town Interfaith Council meeting, 
Penn State Hbg. Call 717-944-4651 
for information; Nov. 24: Christ-
mas Bazaar and Indoor Yard 
Sale; December 9: Harrisburg 
Gay Men’s Chorus, Winter/
Christmas Concert. No tickets 
required. Free will donation. 

Everyone is invited and welcome 
to attend.

 Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals may 
also take items directly to the 
food pantry, which is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 pm. The Community Action 
Commission office is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., at the same location. Food 
Pantry Sunday is September 2 
(the first Sunday of  each month).

 Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

 Scripture for the weekend: 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; Psalm 15; 
James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 
21-23.

Be A Good Neighbor. 
Give To Your Local Food Pantry. 

Call 717-944-4322

The American Heart Associa-
tion is seeking participants for 
the 2018 Capital Region Heart 
Walk on Sunday, Sept. 16, at City 
Island, Harrisburg. 

Registration and festivities 
begin at 12:30 p.m., and the walk 
steps off at 2 p.m.

 Activities this year include 
free CPR demonstrations, health 
information, healthy snacks 
and drinks and activities for 
children. 

The event will culminate with 
a 1-mile walk around City Island 

with the option of  continuing 
across the walking bridge into 
Harrisburg for a 3-mile walk.

Organizers have set a goal 
to raise $950,000 to support the 
American Heart Association. 
Walkers who raise a minimum 
of  $100 will receive a Heart Walk 
T-shirt and the opportunity to 
earn additional prizes. 

For more information about 
the Capital Region Heart Walk, 
or to sign up to participate, visit 
www.heart.org/capitalregion-
walk or call 717-730-1766.

Credit card 
fraud: $3,538 
reported stolen

Be part of Heart Walk Sept. 16

A Lower Swatara Township 
resident reported to police 
Aug. 14 that someone used her 
personal information to secure 
a credit card and make a multi-
thousand dollar purchase 
without her knowledge.

Police reported the victim 
discovered a credit card with 
her name was used June 10 at 
a Best Buy store in Flushing, 
New York, charging $3,538. 

Police said they do not 
believe the victim will be held 
responsible for the purchase, 
which is under investigation 
with a credit card investigation 
company.

Drug-related charges
Jose Quiles-Montalvo, 24, 

of  the 1000 block of  Cloverly 
Road, Harrisburg, has been 
charged with possession of  
marijuana and possession of  
drug paraphernalia, township 
police report.

He was charged after being 
questioned while he and an-
other person were in a car in a 
parking lot next to the Wendy’s 
restaurant in the 800 block of  
Eisenhower Boulevard at 1:42 
a.m. Aug. 16. Court records 
note that Quiles-Montalvo is 
scheduled to appear before 
District Judge Michael Smith 
on Sept. 20 for a preliminary 
hearing.

The investigating officer not-
ed he smelled an odor of  burn-
ing marijuana coming from the 
2001 Jaguar S-type. During an 
interview, police said Quiles-
Montalvo gave them a small 
vial that contained a substance 

that was tested and shown to 
be marijuana.

Tail light leads to charges
A car’s faulty taillight re-

sulted in drug-related charges 
after a traffic stop in the 1000 
block of  West Harrisburg Pike 
at 11:40 p.m. Aug. 14.

Police report Dominique 
Jackson, 25, of  the 300 block of  
South Front Street, Lemoyne, 
was questioned by police when 
they smelled an odor of  burn-
ing marijuana coming from 
her 2009 Buick Lucerne. 

Police noted they found a 
small amount of  marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia in the 
vehicle.

Jackson was charged with 
possession of  marijuana, pos-
session of  drug paraphernalia 
and driving with no rear lights, 
court records noted. 

She is scheduled to appear 
before District Judge Michael 
Smith on Sept. 20 for a prelimi-
nary hearing on the charges.

Theft at gun club
Spent brass shell casings and 

a charcoal grill were reported 
stolen from the Penn Har-
ris Gun Club in the 200 block 
of  Richardson Road, police 
report.

Police were called to the club 
Aug. 13. It was not known ex-
actly when the thefts occurred. 
Police said loss for the grill was 
estimated at $300 and $35 for 
the spent brass. 

Police said they have sus-
pects but have not announced 
arrests.

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

Gas prices down again 
with Labor Day looming

Gasoline prices in Harrisburg 
fell 1.6 cents per gallon in the 
past week, averaging $2.90 a 
gallon Sunday, according to 
GasBuddy’s daily survey of  241 
stations in Harrisburg. 

This compares with the na-
tional average that is unchanged 
vs. last week at $2.83 a gallon.

Average gasoline prices on 
Aug. 27 in Harrisburg have 
ranged widely over the last five 
years: $2.46 a gallon in 2017, $2.23 
a gallon in 2016, $2.48 a gallon in 
2015, $3.36 a gallon in 2014 and 
$3.53 a gallon in 2013. 

Prices Sunday were 44 cents 
per gallon higher than a year 
ago and are 1.2 cents per gallon 
higher than a month ago. The 
national average has dropped 2.4 
cents per gallon during the last 
month and stands 46.9 cents per 
gallon higher than a year ago.

Areas near Harrisburg and 
their current gas price climate:
Lancaster: $2.91 a gallon, down 1.1 
cents per gallon.
Reading: $2.97 a gallon, down 1.6 
cents.
York: $2.86 a gallon, down 1.2 
cents.
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ARIES March 21-April 20
If you want to get out and see 
the sights, you have to plan an 
excursion, Aries. Start planning 
a vacation and don’t forget to 
invite a pal along for the trip.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
Do not be quick to accept the 
word “no.” If you are seeking a 
promotion, it may take another 
round of negotiations to sell 
your position to a supervisor.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
Some things are at play and 
you may need to gather some 
facts. Don’t try to piece things 
togethe. Start at the beginning 
and get a comprehensive view.
CANCER June 22-July 22

You have to hunker down and 
work through tasks that hold 
little interest for you, Cancer. 
Success comes from tending 
to all of the details, even those 
that are less interesting. 

LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Plenty of opportunities to 
make big changes are on the 
horizon. You need to figure out 
what it is you want to do with 
yourself and where to make 
change.

VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
Sit quietly aside and let others 
talk while you listen. Listening 
can be a great way to learn 
about others as well as your-
self. Use this time wisely.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Indecisiveness may cost you 
in the days ahead. Try to come 
to a decision on an important 
situation so you can begin 
moving forward once again. 

SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Sometimes you don’t see 
the purpose behind certain 
actions. Don’t hesitate to ask 
questions to clear things up. 
Forge ahead and things will 
become clearer. 

SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Sooner or later, if you try dif-
ferent things you are bound to 
stumble on the right course of 
action. It just may take longer 

than you initially expected.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Don’t worry if you cannot get 
your act together just yet, Cap-
ricorn. You will find your groove 
soon enough and everything 
will ultimately fall in place. 
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Some things can’t be avoided 
forever. If you feel like you are 
running away from problems 
or things you don’t like, you 
may need to confront them.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
Funny things happen when you 
least expect them, Pisces. Just 
when you may have thought 
a situation was dire, some fun 
will change your opinion.

ACROSS
 1. One-time money in 

Spain
 8. “Got _ __ of one”
13. Set a framework 

for
14. Cover with drops 

of water
15. One who does 

something for a 
living

19. Germanium
20. An enclosure for 

confining livestock
21. Locks a door
22. Buddy
23. Supplement with 

difficulty
24. Not moving
25. Islamic unit of 

weight
26. Warmers
30. Hindu queen
31. Border river near 

Bosnia and Herze-
govina

32. Analyzed

33. Caps
34. Pastime
35. Contrary belief
38. Walking devices
39. Accustom to 

something un-
pleasant

40. Singing methods
44. Shouts of farewell
45. Hand (Spanish)
46. Small constella-

tion
47. Cardinals are this
48. Gives a hoot
49. Chatter inces-

santly
50. Thallium
51. Making very hot
55. Hours (Spanish)
57. Remove com-

pletely
58. Eyeglasses
59. Rubbed clean

DOWN
 1. Blues Traveler 

frontman
 2. Found it!
 3. Killed
 4. A helper to Santa
 5. Male fashion ac-

cessory
 6. Autonomic ner-

vous system
 7. US Attorney Gen-

eral
 8. Greek sophist
 9. The world of 

the dead (Norse 
myth.)

10. Excessive and 
dangerous dose

11. One who receives 
a legacy

12. Brooded
16. Hindu warrior king
17. Used to anoint
18. One point east 

(clockwise) of due 
north

22. Connecting part 
of the brain stem

25. Most uncommon
27. Do-nothings
28. Emerge
29. Neat
30. Herb of tropical 

Asia
32. Reviews poorly
34. Waterproof over-

shoes
35. Fireplace floors
36. Surround
37. Regretted
38. One who whips
40. Ticket price
41. Calming
42. Citrus fruit
43. Drooped
45. An explorer’s 

necessity
48. Speak profanely
51. Pouch
52. A type of date 

(abbr.)
53. Away from
54. Large beer
56. Once more
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Shania Twain

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am a singer born “Eileen Edwards” in Canada on 
Aug. 28, 1965. As a young woman, I hunted to help 
provide for my family. My 1997 album became the 
best-selling studio album by a female artist of all-
time.

Watkins Motor Lines, Inc., a 
Florida-based trucking firm, 
got the green light from the 
Lower Swatara Township Board 
of  Commissioners to submit a 
subdivision and land develop-
ment plan for a 30-acre tract lo-
cated along the east side of  North 
Union Street, approximately 800 
feet north of  Fulling Mill Road. 

The commissioners unani-
mously approved a resolution 
that gives the trucking firm the 
ground cover ratio of  80/20 per-
cent impervious/pervious which 
is an “Alteration of  Require-
ments” of  Section 505 (1) entitled 
“Lots — General Standards.” 

This exception to township 
zoning ordinances is exactly 
what Watkins had requested at 
the Board’s August workshop 
meeting. On a suggestion from 
Lauren LeVan-Williams, the 
board amended the resolution 
to allow the trucking firm only 
four months to submit the sub-
division and land development 
plan instead of  the 12 months 
which Watkins had originally 
requested. 

“I’d prefer to talk to the plan-
ning commission,” explained 
LeVan-Williams. “I understand 

the urgency.” 
She added, however, that if  the 

situation was urgent then there 
was no need to take 12 months to 
submit the plans. 

Thomas Clark, vice president 
of  the board, asked Lance Col-
lins, director of  real estate for 
Watkins, if  anyone from his 
organization had a “relationship 
or professional affiliation” with 
anyone on the board. 

At that point Glen Grell, the 
attorney for Watkins, said that 
Frank Linn, president of  the 
board, was his uncle. Linn ab-
stained from the 3-0 vote in favor 
of  the resolution. 

Ron McAlpine, budget and 
finance chairman, was out of  
town on a business trip. 

Janet Wells thanked the Wat-
kins team “for taking time and 
showing us your Baltimore 
facility.” 

Echoed LeVan-Williams, “I 
was impressed with your facil-
ity.”

In other action, the commis-
sioners: 

• Approved the preliminary/
final subdivision plan of  Five 
Oaks Mobile Home Park, Lots 
F-1, F-2 and F-3 with stipulations. 

Other headlines
• Back to school shopping: 

It’s that time of  year again
• Highspire moves ahead on 

borough hall plans
• Rule about playing in 

streets riles some Steelton 
residents

News from the Wednesday, Aug. 25, 1993, edition of  the Press & Journal

Hot buys
• The best class of  all ... is yours! Celebrate your memories 

with a beautiful Siladium Intrepid or Celebrity Class ring from 
ArtCarved. $59.95. Klahr’s Jewelry Store, 25 S. Union St., Middle-
town.

• Chicken drumsticks, 88 cents. T-bone steak, $4.88 a pound. Jif  
peanut butter, 17.5 ounces, $1.59. Ellio’s Pizza, $2.99. Lady Speed 
Stick, $1.89. Giant, West Main Street, Middletown.

With the claws missing off one leg of a yet-to-be-named box turtle, “Nameless” has become the summer friend of 
6-year-old Shaun Miller. Shaun has two turtles thanks to grandpa Charles Zito, one of which laid two eggs recently. 
Before Shaun realized the male turtle would eat the eggs, the eggs were gone. 

Trucking company 
gets OK for Lower 
Swatara facility

Mid-age mutant box turtle

Middletown Area School Board 
member Wayne Evans, who 
sparked an angry campaign to 
have him removed from office 
following a highly publicized 
controversy in mid-1992, has again 
drawn attention to himself  with 
comments about minority and 
single-parent families.

In the closing minutes of  the 
board’s Aug. 16 meeting, Evans 
read from a recent publication of  
the Pennsylvania School Boards 
Association which reported the 
results of  a study on “urban boys” 

and their dropout rates. The study, 
conducted by the Washington, 
D.C.-based Urban Institute, con-
cluded that the dropout rates of  
male high school students who 
live in urban areas “are more 
influenced by family factors than 
neighborhood characteristics.”

Another theory of  the treatise, 
cited in the PSBA’s July 16 edition 
of  Information Legislative Ser-
vice, stated that “boys who live in 
two-parent households are more 
likely to stay in school than those 
who do not.”

Reading from the study, Evans 
quoted further: 

“[The researcher] found that 
boys who live with both parents, 
rather than one parent or another 
older relative, are 'about 80 percent 
less likely to drop out of  high 
school.’And the chances that a boy 
would leave school were decreased 
as the education or job status of  
his parents increased.

“The report found that whites 
or Asian-American youths were 
less likely than black youths to 
drop out of  school.”

Evans cites study on urban dropouts 
during MASD school board meeting

The 1993 season is turning 
into a good news/bad news 
scenario for head coach Dennis 
Iezzi and his latest Blue Raider 
football team. 

For example, note the fol-
lowing: 

Good news: 20 percent of  the 
senior boys are out for football. ]

Bad news: Only 50 boys are in 
the senior class, which trans-
lated, means just 10 seniors on 
this year’s squad. 

Good news: A good number 
of  players at the skill positions 
this year are experienced. Bad 
news: There is only one re-
turning starter (center Uriah 
Schroll) on the offensive line 
this season.

Good news: Iezzi has two 
good-looking quarterback 
prospects, senior T.R. Leach 
and junior Mark Sevenack. Bad 
news: Neither has varsity ex-
perience and both have looked 
good enough to make Iezzi’s 
decision a tough one.

Nonetheless, Iezzi is pretty 
excited about this current 
group of  youngsters. 

“We’ll have a lot of  new faces 
for sure,” he said. “But we’re 
coming in with more experi-
ence at the skill positions. We 
have good experience in the 
backfields on both offense and 
defense, but not in the line. 

“It’s just the opposite of  last 
year,” he added.

Blue Raiders  
dig in for 1993  
football action
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EDITORIALVIEWS

Improve management, Lower 
Swatara; use report as a guide

The Lower Swatara Town-
ship Board of  Commissioners 
needs to take very seriously 
the recent third-party report 
that shows areas of  concern 
in how it handles personnel 
and management of  employ-
ees.

We urge the members not 
to take the findings as a nega-
tive, but instead use it as a 
basis for improvement.

The board accepted the 
report at its Aug. 15 meeting. 
It was done by the Penn-
sylvania Economy League, 
“an independent, nonprofit, 
nonpartisan organization; it 
is not an agency of  the com-
monwealth,” according to its 
website. 

The study was part of  the 
township’s efforts to get in 
the state’s Early Interven-
tion Program, which “assists 
municipalities experiencing 
fiscal difficulties to develop 
comprehensive multi-year 
financial plans and establish 
short- and long-term finan-
cial objectives.”

The study looked at the 
township’s finances, demo-
graphics, personnel, waste-
water collection, administra-
tion, public works and police 
department.

There are some serious 
statements in the report, 
including that board mem-
bers micromanage township 
employees. The report said if  
the board tries to direct the 
manager and other town-
ship leaders on day-to-day 
operations, they are violating 

a township ordinance that 
creates the manager position 
and “treating the township’s 
management team as mere 
front-line supervisors instead 
of  professional managers.”

This could explain in part 
why, since 2011, the township 
has had seven managers, 
including both interim and 
permanent.

That is not acceptable to 
the township’s employees 
and township residents.

Almost two full years ago, 
in an editorial published 
Oct. 5, 2016, we stated: “The 
township board of  commis-
sioners needs to look at itself  
and make sure that its hir-
ing procedures, from how it 
draws its pool of  candidates 
to the questions asked during 
interviews to the selection 
of  the candidate it thinks is 
best, is at the level it should 
be. Then, it must look at how 
that person is treated after 
being brought on board.”

Two years later, and that 
statement appears to be right 
on target.

Betsy McBride, the town-
ship manager hired in May, 
previously worked as the 
finance director in both Chel-
tenham and Whitpain town-
ships and as deputy treasurer 
in Montgomery County. Most 
recently, she worked as the 
assistant finance director 
and accounting manager for 
Carlisle. We hope she does a 
great job and remains in the 
position for a long time. 

But we felt the same way 

about Frank Williamson, 
who was an experienced 
manager. He came in after 
being director of  public safe-
ty in Lower Allen Township 
for more than 15 years as 
well as Emergency Manage-
ment coordinator there for 
more than 10. He remained 
in the manager job for less 
than three months, to pursue 
other options and for family 
reasons.

The police chief  situa-
tion must be resolved. Scott 
Young has been acting officer 
in charge for more than a 
year. The report said they 
were “in discussions” for him 
to become the chief. 

Part of  the problem might 
be that the position of  po-
lice chief  was replaced with 
public safety director sev-
eral years ago. If  this is the 
sticking point, resolve it. Hire 
Young or move on. But make 
a decision.

This report was finalized 
in April 2018. Two new mem-
bers took their seats in Janu-
ary 2018. Ron Paul and Chris 
DeHart positioned them-
selves as running against the 
established board, and both 
unseated incumbents, Laddie 
Springer and Ben Hall. 

Board President Jon G. 
Wilt, Vice President Todd F. 
Truntz and Michael J. Davies 
are longer-term members of  
the board. Truntz said the 
report was a helpful piece of  
information.

“It appears that there 
exists in the Township an 

uneasy employment relation-
ship between the Township 
Board of  Commissioners (the 
‘Board’) and some segments 
of  the Township’s labor 
force,” the report states. 

We don’t know specifically 
if  certain board members are 
more likely to be the causes 
of  the uneasiness. But in 
reality it doesn’t matter. All 
five must work together to 
address these issues. 

There are other great sug-
gestions in the report. Ac-
cording to the report, when 
PEL met with Lower Swatara 
leaders, there was no updated 
personnel manual in place. A 
manual was adopted by the 
board in 2016, but the report 
noted that there were sug-
gested revisions that weren’t 
formalized. That is a must.

It also suggested that job 
descriptions for every posi-
tion in the township should 
be created and updated at 
least every two years. PEL 
noted that the first four 
or five functions in a job 
description should reflect 
around 80 percent of  the du-
ties.

The township has many 
things going for it. The report 
states that the township is 
financially viable, for exam-
ple. But managing employees 
properly should be one of  the 
top tasks of  the board.

We look forward to what 
the board plans to do to ad-
dress this issue, and hope 
that it will hold such discus-
sions in public, not in private.

Travel adventures 
continue as we 
reach Romania

As continued from my last 
column regarding our trip to 
Europe …

Finally, with Madrid in the 
rear-view mirror, Romania 
was just a four-hour, 1,300-mile 
flight away. 

Oops — not quite. 
Our plane taxied onto the 

tarmac but pulled off on a side 
runway. We watched as jet 
after jet took off. What’s up? 
The flight attendant (formerly 
stewardess) announced that 
there would be the ubiqui-
tous 20-minute delay … then 
another 20-minute wait … then 
more.

After an hour, the disgrun-
tled captain emerged from 
the cockpit and told us the 
problem. The French air traffic 
controllers union was going 
on strike. That meant that we 
could not fly over French air 
space and a new route had to 
be planned. 

France would be a beauti-
ful place — if  it wasn’t for the 
French. As usual, if  there is 
any way to ruin something, 
get the unions involved. They 
could screw up a one-man 
parade.

After a two-hour delay, we 
were finally airborne. The des-
tination? Timisoara, Romania. 
We arrived at 3:10 a.m. 

The Timisoara airport is 
smaller than Harrisburg Inter-
national. We did the security 
and passport boogie again. 
Now we needed a taxi to get to 
our Airbnb. 

It should be no problem 
at an international airport, 
right? Not exactly! After all 
the passengers were picked 
up by waiting friends, family, 
taxis and other transportation 
modes, we were the only ones 
remaining — and there were 
no taxis. 

Alone in an airport. Did you 
ever have the feeling that you 
were in the Twilight Zone? 
Remember the TV show?

An hour later, Olga was 
able to flag down the only 
cab available. And “yes,” the 
driver knew the address where 
we were staying. And “yes,” 
although the currency was the 
Romanian lei, he would accept 
the equivalent in Euros.

Check-in time at our apart-
ment rental was 9 a.m., but I 
had contacted the owner before 
we left and told him that we 
would arrive in the wee hours. 
Not a problem — he would 
leave a key in a lockbox outside 
the apartment and gave us the 
box combination. We could let 
ourselves in.

We reached our rental at 4:20 
a.m. It was cold — 48 degrees. 
We found the combination 
lockbox, entered the num-
bers (whoopee — it worked!), 
opened the box and … no key. 
Now what? We had the land-
lord’s telephone number but 
lacked one thing — a phone 
we could use in Romania. Four 
and a half  cold hours sitting 
and shivering outside before 
we could occupy our flat? 

At 5 a.m., Olga saw a lady 
and approached her to see if  
she had a telephone. The wom-
an literally ran away as if  Olga 
were a mugger. One half  hour 
later, a man came walking by. 
Fortunately, he spoke English. 
Olga explained our plight. He 
called the owner and told him 
that we were outside the apart-
ment and would he come and 
let us in the property?

In five minutes, the owner/
manager was there. Unbe-
knownst to us, he lived in the 
upstairs apartment. We were 
ushered into the place; the heat 
was turned on and a profuse 
apology was proffered. He 
thought we were coming the 
next day. 

After an almost 48-
hour odyssey, we arrived 
at our destination.

The one-bedroom, 
bath-and-a-half  apart-
ment was modern and 
very nicely equipped: 
king-size bed, air condi-

tioning, laundry with a dryer 
(very unusual for most of  
Europe), and fully equipped 
kitchen including dishwasher, 
(again not the norm). There 
were no amenities lacking.

A few hours sleep and off to 
start city exploring. First, we 
went to a small corner grocery 
and bought some food until 
we could find a larger market. 
Then, it was a 30-minute jaunt 
to center city where we found 
a tour agency and booked a 
walking tour of  the city for the 
next day. 

A 20-minute walk from our 
apartment was the largest mall 
I have ever seen. It had two 
parking levels and four shop-
ping levels. In the mall there 
was an incredibly huge super-
market that also sold appli-
ances and electronics 

“How big was it, Ed?” Well, 
it had 46 checkout lanes. The 
main aisle was as wide or 
wider than Route 441. I have 
never encountered a larger 
selection of  produce or seafood 
anywhere. The selection in 
the beer and wine department 
rivaled most any distributor 
or Pennsylvania state liquor 
store (how nice … not state 
controlled). That’s how large 
it was. 

Like the gang on “Gilligan’s 
Island” (remember the TV 
show?), we went “on a three-
hour tour, a three-hour tour.” 
Many people spoke English, 
and our tour guide was no 
exception. 

Timisoara has a population 
of  320,000 and a rich history 
that dates back to the year 1212, 
so there was much to see, do 
and learn. 

Our guide received a call 
then asked us if  we would 
mind being interviewed by a 
TV station. We accepted and 
the Channel 24 crew arrived 
and did their thing.

The city is the cultural hub 
of  Western Romania and in 
2021 will be the cultural capital 
of  Europe. Many buildings 
are being renovated for the 
yearlong event. This year is the 
100th anniversary of  Romania.

Walking in center city is a 
treat … no traffic for about a 
four-block radius. Museums, 
churches, hotels, former pal-
aces, shops, boutiques, stores, 
bars, restaurants and outdoor 
cafes line the pedestrian only 
streets and plazas, creating an 
inviting atmosphere.

We returned back to our 
apartment by walking through 
the botanical gardens. With the 
exception of  the first day, the 
weather was very hot, mostly 
in the 90-plus degree range. We 
decided to find a bench in the 
gardens and rest a bit. A gypsy 
approached us for money. 
When I refused, she put a curse 
on me for bad health.

The following evening, we 
went to a chamber music con-
cert held in the art museum. 
The concert room was hot with 
no air conditioning, fans or 
open windows. Near the end of  
the concert, I passed out from 
the heat and three men picked 
up my chair and carried me 
out of  the hall. 

Olga thought I was dead, but 
I came around after cooling 
down a bit. She swore it was 
the gypsy’s curse. The follow-
ing day I recouped in the apart-
ment’s air conditioning. 

Next time — more Romanian 
adventures.

Your gypsy cursed pal … 
Eddy O

Ed O’Connor, a former resi-
dent of  Middletown and Lower 
Swatara Township, is an 
expatriate living in Cuenca, 
Ecuador.
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Every day, approximately 170 
Americans die from an opioid 
overdose. 

The opioid crisis has been 
building for 30 years. It started 
with physicians over-prescrib-
ing painkillers and has now 
morphed into a heroin and 
fentanyl epidemic. 

In 2017, an estimated 62,000 
people died from opioid related 
overdoses, up 48 percent from 
42,000 deaths in 2016. Drug over-
doses now represent the leading 
cause of  death for Americans 
younger than age 50, and life 
expectancy has fallen. 

This public health epidemic 
isn't just deadly, it is also costly. 
Between 2001 and 2017, Ameri-
cans spent $217 billion on health 
care-related costs connected to 
the opioid abuse epidemic. Wide-
spread opioid addiction has also 
hampered economic productiv-
ity and necessitated additional 
spending on social services, edu-

cation, and criminal justice, at a 
cumulative cost of  $1 trillion. 

Physicians and addiction spe-
cialists agree that "medication-
assisted treatment" could curb 
this epidemic. MAT combines 
prescription drugs that prevent 
opioid cravings with counsel-
ing and other clinical support. 
Increased access to MAT would 
greatly reduce the number of  
lives lost and dollars spent. 
Fifty percent of  opioid addicted 
individuals who undergo MAT 
remain free of  illicit drug use 
after 18 months. 

By contrast, 90 percent of  in-
dividuals who try to discontinue 
opioids without MAT relapse 
within a year. 

But right now, government 
regulations and insurance 
programs make it exceedingly 
difficult for patients suffering 
from opioid use disorder to ac-
cess MAT. Changing these rules 
would save thousands of  lives 
while offering a bipartisan solu-
tion to the opioid epidemic. 

Need more evidence of  MAT’s 
effectiveness? In Connecticut 
and Rhode Island, correctional 
facilities are using three fed-
erally approved medications: 

methadone, buprenorphine, and 
injectable naltrexone. This MAT 
has reduced recidivism and 
kept ex-offenders alive following 
their release. 

This is great news — and it’s 
why my organization has been 
working with correctional facili-
ties to increase inmates’ use of  
MAT for opioid use disorder. 

But we need to increase access 
to MAT for everyone. Luckily, 
federal agencies are doing their 
part.

The Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Admin-
istration is working to increase 
access to treatment. The Food 
and Drug Administration is 
reviewing a wider range of  
MAT drugs and encouraging 
researchers to develop new MAT 
therapies. The National Institute 
on Drug Abuse is researching 
new technologies to treat opioid 
use disorder. And in April, the 
National Institutes of  Health 
launched an initiative to develop 
new formulations of  MAT to 
broaden treatment options for 
the untreated opioid addict. 

However, people struggling 
with addiction still face bar-
riers to treatment. Currently, 

Medicare does not cover MAT 
medications for beneficiaries in 
opioid treatment programs. For-
tunately, there is bipartisan con-
gressional support for providing 
such Medicare Part B coverage 
to Medicare beneficiaries, who 
are treated in opioid treatment 
programs. 

Similarly, many state Med-
icaid programs and commer-
cial insurers don't cover MAT. 
A number of  policy making 
groups and organizations, 
including the American Medical 
Association and the President's 
Commission on Combating Drug 
Addiction and the Opioid Crisis, 
have urged them to change these 
policies so that everyone has ac-
cess to treatment. 

MAT is a tragically underuti-
lized tool. Coordinated policy 
initiatives — ones that increase 
MAT use, implement prevention 
programs, and use balanced 
enforcement — offer the best 
chance to end the opioid epi-
demic.

Mark Parrino is the president 
of  American Association for 
the Treatment of  Opioid Depen-
dence.

Treatment can help curb opioid abuse 
MARK  
PARRINO

President
Donald Trump: The White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20500. 202-
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whitehouse.gov.
U.S. Senate
Sen. Pat Toomey: 248 Russell Sen-
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Office Building, Washington, 
D.C. 20510, 202- 224-6324 or 866-
802-2833. www.casey.senate.gov.

U.S. House
Rep. Lou Barletta: 115 Cannon 
HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515. 
202-225-6511 or 855-241-5144. bar-
letta.house.gov.
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Gov. Tom Wolf: 508 Main Capitol 
Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120. 
717-787-2500. website: www.gov-
ernor.pa.gov.
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3048. Room: 337 Main Capitol. 
717-787-5708 or 877-222-1897. 
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Mayor James H. Curry III: 463 N. 
Union St. Middletown, PA 17057. 
610-533-4751. jameshcurryiii@
gmail.com.
Council President Damon Suglia: 

717-979-9457, dsuglia@middle-
townborough.com.
Council Vice President Dawn Knull: 
717-497-1302, dmknull73@gmail.
com.
Angela Lloyd: 717-712-6781, al-
loyd@middletownborough.com.
Jenny Miller: 717-574-6716, jmill-
er@middletownborough.com.
Ian Reddinger: 717-350-5555.
Robert Reid: 717-944-4764, raider-
blue17@aol.com.
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mwoodworth@middletownbor-
ough.com.
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September 6 th
11:00 am to 1:00 pm

McCleary’s Public House
130 West Front Street, Marietta

September 20 th
11:00 am to 1:00 pm

JD’s Junction
15 Mill Street, Middletown

October 4th
11:00 am to 1:00 pm

The Railroad House Inn
280 West Front Street, Marietta

October 25 th
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Alfred’s Victorian
38 North Union Street, Middletown

SAVE OVER
20%

BEST funeral & cremation 
VALUE in Middletown!

Topics of Discussion:
• Burial & Cremation Options
•  Veteran Benefi ts: What the government does & doesn’t provide
•  Financial & Emotional Benefi ts of Pre-planning
• Please call 717-944-7413 or 717-426-3614 to reserve your spot today!

PLUS all attendees will receive a FREE copy of Celebrating Life’s Journey planning kit.

September 6 th

Lunch & Learn
Let us show you the diff erence a caring neighbor can make!

Join us!Lunch & Learn
FREE!

Fager-Finkenbinder Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.
208 North Union Street • Middletown, PA 17057
717-944-7413 • Thomas C. Nicklas, supervisor

Smedley-Finkenbinder Funeral Home & Crematory
29 North Gay Street • Marietta, PA 17547
717-426-3614 • Megan S. Waters, supervisor

www.fi nkenbinderfamily.com

Middletown Home
The

PUMPKIN 
FESt 2018

� e Mi� letown Home

september 16th

10 AM - 6 PM

(717) 944-3351 • middletownhome.org
999 West Harrisburg Pike, Middletown

• NEW! Hot Air Balloon Rides
•  Wine Tasting with Olivero’s 

Vineyard
• Pumpkin Painting
• Build-Your-Own Scarecrow
• Pumpkin Bowling
• Face Painting
• Punkin Chunkin
• Caricatures
• Pumpkin Dunkin’ Booth
• Hay Rides
• Barrel Train Rides

• HUGE Ra�  e
• Local & Regional Artisans
•  Tattered Flag Beer Garden 

with Special Edition Pumpkin 
Fest Ale

•  Old-fashioned Chicken BBQ by 
the Lower Swatara Volunteer 
Fire Department

• Homemade Chicken Corn Soup
• Four Live Bands

& Much, Much More!

things and being able to be a part 
of  that,” she said. 

She was an assistant at Mechan-
icsburg Area High School prior 
to coming to Middletown, where 
she teaches third grade at Kunkel 
Elementary School.

“The dynamic is interesting. We 
always joke that I’m young. A lot 
of  people mistake me for a high-
schooler. But I think it’s good. I’m 
really fortunate I had that year to 
build a rapport with them prior 
to being the head coach. I think 
coming in as a young head coach, 
it take time to establish that air 
of  respect. I was lucky enough to 
have that, I think, coming in to this 
year,” she said.

Especially with a small team, 
it’s important to be versatile, she 
said. She would like every player 
on the field to know how to play 
every position, “so that when 
we’re in that bind where we have 
a player injured and we have to 
put someone in somewhere else, 
we have that.”

She said the team in past seasons 
has been forced to play super-
defensively. She said she wants to 
build the team offensively to capi-
talize on scoring opportunities.

Ultimately, the goal is to have a 
junior varsity and varsity team. 
Lenker runs a youth program in 
Middletown that had about 40 girls 
take part in the spring.

“We have a bigger middle school 
team this year than we have a high 
school team, which is funny,” she 
said.

The thing that’s made other area 
programs strong is that they start 
from a very young age, she said.

“So we are hoping that that will 
carry through and in just a few 
short years we will be able to field 
both a JV and varsity team and 
we will have a stronger program 
because our numbers will be big-
ger,” she said.

As far as this year’s team, she 
said she has girls who are “tre-
mendously positive.” 

“I think our attitude carries us 
through the season every year. 
Traditionally, we have had years 
where we haven’t won a game. I 
think the fact that the same girls 
are coming back and continuing 
to play says a lot about the heart 
of  the team. I think the players 

ultimately are very positive and 
are really uplifting to one another. 
Fifteen girls is a tight-knit team. 
So I think in that regard we are 
fortunate, because we have no 
choice but to all stick together,” 
she said.

While Middletown is not a 
hotbed of  field hockey, it is sur-
rounded by schools that are.

“Central Pennsylvania tradi-
tionally is one of  the strongest 
regions for field hockey — Lower 
Dauphin, Palmyra, Hershey, Penn 
Manor are big powerhouses year 
after year in terms of  PIAA play,” 
she said. “It’s an interesting thing 
to me, coming from an area where 
field hockey is popular to being 
here and not having that interest 
level.”

MASD Athletic Director Cliff 
Smith said Lenker “brings a lot 
of  energy to the sport.”

“For any high school athletic 
program, a strong feeder system 
is key to its strength and success. 
Building elementary and recre-
ational programs that get students 
playing at a young age is extremely 
important to improving participa-
tion rates,” he said in an email to 
the Press & Journal.

2018 roster
Player  Grade  Jersey
Kiera Guckavan  junior  2
Paige Burger  junior  5
Alexis Manfred  senior 10
Larraye Donicker  junior  13
Sofia Gattini  senior 14
Alyssa Martz  junior  15
Andrea Rivas  junior  17
Noelle Zimmerman  junior  18
Marie Schopf  junior  20
Emma Mitchell  freshman 28
Deja Washington  junior  33
Caroline Gill  junior  34
Alexis Fischer  senior 35
Abigail Grimland   sophomore 36
Natasha Manfred  junior  88

2018 schedule
8/31 Eastern York   H 4 p.m.
9/05 Camp Hill   A 6 p.m.
9/06* Northern   H 4 p.m.
9/10 Susquenita   A 4 p.m.
9/11* East Pennsboro   A 4 p.m.
9/13* Bishop McDevitt  A 7 p.m.
9/15 Susquehanna Township   A 10 a.m.
9/18* Milton Hershey   H 4 p.m.
9/20* Camp Hill   H 4 p.m.
9/22 Lebanon   H 10 a.m.
9/25 Northern  A 6 p.m.
9/27 East Pennsboro   H 4 p.m.
10/01 Central Dauphin East   H  4 p.m.
10/02* Bishop McDevitt   H 4 p.m.
10/04 Spring Grove   H 4 p.m.
10/09 Milton Hershey   A 4 p.m.
10/11 York County School of Tech  A  4:15 p.m.
10/15 Wyomissing   A 4 p.m.

*League event

COACH: Versatility will be key, new coach says
From page B1

STAFF PHOTO BY JASON MADDUX

Blue Raider field hockey players take part in a drill Thursday morning.

Alexis Manfred takes a shot.
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