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Local students talk aquaponics — A2
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Middletown Blue Raiders boys and girls 
basketball teams suffer same fate — B1

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

“I don’t believe it!” is how people 
typically react when Frank 
Rowe of Hershey mentions 
that he was in Army basic 

training with The King — Elvis Presley.
But Rowe has a black-and-white photo 

of himself and Elvis standing in front 
of the barracks at Fort Hood, Texas, to 
prove it — plus another old photo with 
The King’s signature.
“I’d like to have somebody tell me that 

it’s fake,” said Rowe, referring to those 
TV shows where people take something to 
a pawn shop and it turns out to be bogus.
Elvis Aaron Presley would have turned 

82 years old on Sunday, Jan. 8.

‘Good old boy’
Rowe — who in 1973 founded the Frank 

Rowe & Son Inc. pet supply business, 
now located in the former Middletown 
post office on South Union Street — is 
81 and took basic training with Elvis in 
1958 at Fort Hood.
Presley by then was already an interna-

tional sensation, having recorded such 
classics as “Heartbreak Hotel” and having 
done his famous from-the-waist-up-only 
appearance on “The Ed Sullivan Show.”
Rowe grew up poor in Hawley, a small 

borough in northeast Pennsylvania. Like 
Elvis, Rowe was drafted into the Army 
in 1958.
Presley was one of 174 soldiers in Rowe’s 

basic training unit.

“He was pretty darn big” in terms of 
already being famous, by the time Presley 
arrived at Fort Hood, Rowe remembers. 
“Women came by the truckload” to try 

and see Presley on the post, Rowe said. 
“It got so bad that he had to move off 

post. He’d come to work in the morning 
in a big Cadillac or Lincoln” that looked 
like a stretch limo, he said.
But Rowe said he and the other soldiers 

didn’t resent Presley’s fame. To the other 
soldiers, he was just one of the guys.
One day at Fort Hood the soldiers got a 

tag football game going.
“If you ever play tag football, they don’t 

last as ‘tag’ very long and then they knock 
you down,” Rowe said. “Presley had the 
ball, he’s running, and a guy named Shorty 
and a guy named Abbie came out from 
each side to block him. He ran through 

Contributed photo
Elvis Presley stands with Frank Rowe in this photo of their Army unit at basic training in Fort Hood, Texas, in 1958. Below left, Rowe holds an autographed picture of The King.

“Women came by the 
truckload.”

Frank Rowe

Barr

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Parking fines in downtown Middle-
town would double under a proposed 
ordinance being considered by bor-
ough council.
The proposal — approved by council 

for advertisement by a 6-0 vote during 
its Jan. 3 meeting — would increase 
from $15 to a $30 fine when a ticket 
is paid for within 48 hours. 
After 48 hours but before a summons 

is issued, the fine would increase 
from the current $30 to $60, while 
the maximum fine for any parking 
violation in the downtown would 
go from the present $75 up to $150.
The proposal would also establish 

new time limits and restrictions 
covering a number of parking spaces 
and areas throughout the downtown.
In addition, the proposal would 

repeal some parking restrictions 
that are considered outdated, as they 
pertain to schools or businesses that 
no longer exist.
Finally, the proposal would establish 

a way by which residents who live in 
the downtown, and people who work 
at businesses in the downtown, can 
apply for and obtain permits from the 
borough that would exempt them from 

Parking 
fines  
slated to 
double
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By Jason Maddux
jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

Middletown’s new interim police chief 
was on the New York Police Depart-
ment on 9/11.
How the country came together that 

day and in the following days still gives 
him goosebumps.
“The night before 9/11, I was out doing 

a narcotics operation,” said George A. 
Mouchette, sworn in Thursday after-
noon as the interim chief. “I arrested 
eight people. I was sitting in court in 
Brooklyn when the first plane hit the 
towers. Everybody in the courthouse 
ran out and went across the Brooklyn 
Bridge in a caravan. When I got there, 
the second plane hit. I didn’t leave 
Ground Zero for around three days. I 

was covered in gray. Everybody out 
there was covered in gray. 
What struck him then — and still does 

— is the unity that the country showed.
“It made me proud to be an American. 

Everybody came together. Construc-
tion workers brought their equipment 
down. Firemen, EMS, regular citizens, 
everybody was helping each other. I 
would have to say that was my proud-
est moment.
“There were no Republicans, there 

were no Democrats. There were no 
white officers or black officers. There 
was just Americans — gray Americans. 
Everybody was covered in gray, and ev-
erybody was just trying to do what they 
could to help. We saw people eventually 
over the next couple of weeks come 
from Florida and California, search and 

rescue, Red Cross workers from middle 
America, and just how everybody just 
came together and pitched in to help. 
I still feel goosebumps when I think 
about it.”
Mayor James H. Curry III swore in 

Mouchette (pronounced moo-CHAY) 
on Thursday afternoon in the council 
chambers as his 4-year-old daughter, 
Samantha, watched. Mouchette is a 
retired New York Police Department 
lead detective who retired from the 
force after more than 20 years when his 
wife took a job with The Hershey Co. 
several years ago.
He said he wasn’t planning on retiring 

when he left the NYPD, but financially 
it made sense because of his wife’s op-

Interim police chief was NYPD detective

Press And Journal photo by Jason Maddux
Mayor James H. Curry III swears in George A. Mouchette on 
Thursday afternoon in the council chambers as Middletown’s 
interim police chief.

Press And Journal Staff

David Barr, the new general assign-
ment reporter at the Press And Journal, 
is no stranger to journalism.
The Douglassville native last worked 

at The Public Opinion in Chambers-
burg. While education was his primary 
focus, Barr was also a general assign-
ment reporter. 
But his interest in writing began 

long before that. He enjoyed reading 
and writing as a child and officially 
became a reporter in 2007, when he 

joined his high school newspaper dur-
ing his sophomore year. He spent the 
final three years of high school writing 
for the paper. 
The summer before his senior year, he 

began an internship at his hometown 
weekly newspaper, where he worked 
for several years.
He graduated from Mansfield Uni-

versity in 2014, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in mass communications with 
a dual emphasis in print journalism 
and television broadcasting. 
 He served as a reporter, sports editor, 

and news editor on the campus weekly 
newspaper and served as a reporter 
and anchor for the campus television 
station. 
He didn’t leave Mansfield with only a 

degree. The paper where he had been 
working during breaks from school 
asked him to write a weekly column. 
He began writing about NASCAR in 
the summer of 2013. In the spring of 
2014, weeks before he graduated, he 
was awarded with a first-place Key-
stone Press Award for his column “Up 
to Speed.”

Barr began working for the Reading 
Eagle’s sports department in August 
2014. He collected and recorded sta-
tistics, records and notes from the high 
school athletic events in Berks County 
and prepared them for publication. He 
wrote a few stories about local athletes 
and their accomplishments.
In late summer 2015, he took an 

education reporter job with The Public 
Opinion.
“Journalism has been good to me, and 

I look forward to serving our readers to 
the best of my ability,” he said.

Barr’s duties at 
the Press And 
Journal will fo-
cus on Lower 
Swatara and Lon-
donderry town-
ships.
“We are happy 

to have an expe-
rienced reporter 
such as David on board,” said Editor 
Jason Maddux.
In his spare time, Barr enjoys NAS-

CAR, NFL, archery and reading.

Award-winning writer David Barr joins Press And Journal as reporter
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By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A proposed ordinance that says 
where a medical marijuana dispensary 
can be located in Middletown was ap-
proved for advertisement by borough 
council by a 6-0 vote on Jan. 3.
The ordinance would allow a medical 

marijuana dispensary in commercial 
zoning districts. A medical marijuana 
dispensary and a medical marijuana 
growers/processors operation would 
also be allowed in the manufacturing 
zoning district.
The ordinance would not supersede 

a provision in the state’s new medical 
marijuana law that a dispensary can-
not be within 1,000 feet of a public or 
private school, or within 1,000 feet 
of a day care center.
However, the provisions in the 

Medical 
marijuana 
dispensary
discussed
Ordinance helps 
outline where they 
could be located

Please See MARIJUANA, Page A2

Talks about regionalization continue to grow
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Elizabeth DeVelin and James Fitz-
patrick are the Middletown Area 
High School Students of the Month 
for January.
DeVelin is the daughter of Ed and 

Lori DeVelin. She is involved with 
Key Club, National Honor Society, 
cheerleading, color guard, an intern-
ship at PinnacleHealth Hospital, and 
the Epidemiology Challenge. 
She is a student mentor at Vista 

School for Autism, a volunteer 
for Challenger Baseball, Special 
Olympics volunteer, and a KasCare 
volunteer.
She is on the distinguished honor 

roll and earned a certificate of 
achievement as part of the Color 
Guard and first place in the Tour-
nament of Bands championships. 
She works with Respite Aid and in 
babysitting.
After high school, she plans to 

attend Messiah College and major 
in nursing.
“I am honored, grateful and excited 

to receive this award,” she said.
Fitzpatrick is the son of Bridget and 

Jim Fitzpatrick. He is a four-year 
varsity baseball player; a two-year 
member of the basketball team; a 
four-year Student Council member, 
including serving as president; class 
vice president his senior year; and 
class president his freshman-junior 
years. He is involved with Mini-
THON and Link Crew.
He volunteers at Bethany Village 

Retirement Community, Middle-
town Baseball Camp, Little Drib-
blers and Seven Sorrows Church. 
He started an annual fundraiser at 
MAHS for Crohn’s Disease Aware-
ness.
He was the Lions Club Sophomore 

of the Year and has been on the Honor 
Roll/Distinguished Honor Roll all 
four years.
He is employed at Middletown 

Swim Club.
After graduation, he plans on at-

tending Millersville University and 
majoring in mid-level education.
“It’s an honor to be chosen by the 

faculty for such an award. Thank 
you,” he said.

Students of the Month
MIDDLETOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL

Elizabeth DeVelin James Fitzpatrick
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proposed ordinance limiting a dispen-
sary to a commercial or manufacturing 
district would effectively prevent a 
dispensary from locating within 1,000 
feet of a school or day care center in 
the borough, said Councilor Diana 
McGlone, an advocate of having 
a medical marijuana dispensary in 
Middletown.
The provisions would also prevent a 

dispensary from being in a residential 
area, she added.
Having an ordinance in place is con-

sidered key to the borough positioning 
itself to being able to land one of the 
medical marijuana dispensaries that 
will be allowed to locate throughout 
Pennsylvania under the medical mari-
juana act that was signed into law by 
Gov. Tom Wolf in 2016.
The state — through the Department 

of Health — will issue permits for 
no more than 50 medical marijuana 
dispensaries throughout Pennsylvania, 
according to the DOH website.
Each dispensary may have up to three 

separate locations.
Just four dispensary permits will be 

granted by the DOH for the entire south 
central Region 3 of Pennsylvania, of 
which Dauphin is one of 13 counties. 
The others are Lebanon, York, Juniata, 
Perry, Cumberland, Adams, Mifflin, 
Franklin, Huntingdon, Fulton, Blair 
and Bedford, according to the DOH 
website.
In December, Borough Solicitor 

Adam Santucci had indicated that 
council should hold off on approving 
a proposed medical marijuana ordi-
nance, to work out possible conflicts 
with the state law.
However, the borough may not have 

the luxury of waiting. The DOH will 
start accepting applications for medi-
cal marijuana dispensaries on Jan. 17, 
and the applications will only be ac-
cepted until March 20, according to 
an update posted on the DOH website 
on Dec. 21 by Secretary of Health Dr. 
Karen Murphy.
It is likely that persons or organiza-

tions wanting to locate a medical 
marijuana dispensary in Pennsylvania 
will target those municipalities that 
have established by ordinance where 
such a dispensary can locate within 
their borders, Borough Manager Ken 
Klinepeter told council on Jan. 3.
“If you want to be in the game,” 

council may not have time to take a 

“wait-and-see” approach, Klinepeter 
said.
“There is some stiff competition out 

there” for the permits to have a medical 
marijuana dispensary, McGlone said. 
“It’s critical with the transformation 
that the town is coming to — we’re 
all focused on economic development 
— of what this will do from a revenue 
standpoint for our borough, not to men-
tion the humanitarian effect that this 
has upon people who are suffering.”
Janet Vastine Kirchner, a borough 

resident, said that the windfall that 
towns in Colorado have received 
since marijuana was legalized in that 
state could provide an indication of 
the revenue potential that the borough 
could realize from having a medical 
marijuana dispensary.
“One very small town in Colorado 

saw $800 million (in) marijuana tax 
revenue in their first and second year,” 
Kirchner said. “It is imperative that 
Middletown act on this. Our town 
has been coming so far in getting no-
toriety on the news … we’re getting 
on the map. This can really put us on 
the map.”
Carlisle and Steelton have both ap-

proved ordinances regulating medical 
marijuana within their borders. 
The proposed ordinance in Middle-

town is based upon a model medical 
marijuana ordinance that was devel-
oped by the Tri-County Regional 
Planning Commission.
Besides Middletown and Steelton, 

the commission has received for 
review proposed medical marijuana 
ordinances from Swatara Township 
and from Penbrook, said Tim Reardon, 
executive director of the TCRPC. 
The commission knows of three other 

municipalities in Dauphin County that 
are considering a medical marijuana 
ordinance, but “nothing official” has 
yet transpired, Reardon said.
On June 7, Middletown Borough 

Council received a public presentation 
from Alexander Fox Person regarding 
Person’s intent to locate a medical 
marijuana dispensary in the town.
McGlone told Council President Ben 

Kapenstein that she believes Person is 
still interested. However, Person did 
not respond to requests for comment 
for this article that were emailed to 
him by the Press And Journal.
To date no interest in locating a 

grower/processor medical marijuana 
facility within Middletown has be-
come evident. 

By David Barr
davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

Will Korsak inspired a teacher to research the 
possibility of adding a new educational tool to her 
classroom Saturday, Jan. 7, at the Pennsylvania 
Farm Show.
What’s impressive is Korsak isn’t a fellow teacher. 

He’s a third-grade student at Kunkel Elementary 
School. 
“I liked that I inspired adults,” Korsak said. “It 

was awesome because they educate us and now we 
could educate them.”
Korsak and other members of Janelle Brojakowski’s 

class were educating visitors about an aquaponics 
system, as student ambassadors for INTAG Systems. 
INTAG is a company that produces agriculture 
systems for commercial and educational purposes. 
One of the systems is an aquaponics system, which 
where fish waste is used to fertilize a garden grown 
in a non-soil environment.
“They are truly invested in the students that they 

work with,” Brojakowski said of INTAG.
Brojakowski’s class has a small aquaponics system 

in their classroom and have been studying and learn-
ing from it all year. Saturday, they were able to use 
their knowledge and intellect to articulately answer 
questions from the public about the system, how it 
works, and how it could be the future of farming.
Brojakowski took a hands-off method Saturday, 

sitting back and letting her students to answer the 
questions and run the program. Occasionally, if there 
was a question that reached beyond the students’ 
range of expertise, they had INTAG members there 
to aid them, but the majority of the time, the students 
could answer the questions.
“They applied everything they’ve learned all year 

long and were able to educate others,” Brojakowski 
said. “Just to see them apply the knowledge and 

educate others is something I feel we 
as teachers don’t get to experience. 
It was a very unique and wonderful 
opportunity.” 
Brojakowski heard about the aqua-

ponics system at another teaching 
job, and brought it to Middletown. 
This is the first year she has had an 
aquaponics system in her classroom 
and it has been an educational tool 
for more than simply the science 
curriculum. 
Students have been able to incor-

porate what they’ve learned about it 
into their math, reading and writing 
lessons, as well as develop their 
critical thinking and problem-solving 
abilities by diagnosing, discussing 
and researching solutions to problems 
the system has presented them.
“I’d love to see more opportunities 

like this for the students. They inspire 
me to provide them more opportuni-
ties,” Brojakowski said.
While students could answer ques-

tions from adults, they could also field 
questions from audience members 
their own age.
“It was fun because you could teach 

people that were older than you and 
were younger than you,” student 
Nicole Brion said.
“It’s pretty cool that a child gets to 

explain something to an adult and a 
lot of adults didn’t know about it,” 
student Zoe Handwerk said.
Brojakowski said she “absolutely” 

would take her class back to the farm 
show next year if given the opportunity by INTAG.

“I’m sure our partnership will continue,” Broja-
kowski said.

MARIJUANA
Continued From Page One

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

It took more than a year, but Middle-
town finally has a full-time codes and 
zoning officer to replace Jeff Miller, 
who resigned in December 2015.
Toward the end of borough council’s 

Jan. 3 meeting, Borough Manager Ken 
Klinepeter introduced Mark Ship-
kowski, a lifelong borough resident 
who was nearing the end of his first 
day on the job.
With Shipkowski on board and 

borough council a few months back 
having approved revisions to the code 
ordinance to create a board to hear ap-
peals of code violations, the town is 
positioned to start going after blighted 
properties in Middletown, Councilor 
Diana McGlone told the Press And 
Journal afterward.
The borough up until now has not 

been able to do effective code en-
forcement, because no mechanism 

was provided un-
der the law for a 
property owner 
to appeal a vio-
lation, McGlone 
said. Council has 
remedied that 
with passage of 
the codes update 
that was enacted 
in late 2016, she said.
“We now have the legal capabilities 

for meaningful and forceful code 
enforcement,” McGlone said.
Borough council is to serve as the 

appeals board under the code revision, 
Klinepeter told the Press And Journal.
As envisioned by McGlone, the 

appeals board was not set up to hear 
appeals of relatively minor violations 
such as tall grass or weeds. Someone 
receiving one of these violations can 
file an appeal through the district 
judge, she said.
The appeals board is meant to con-

sider a more significant violation, or 
violations, that could ultimately be 
used by the borough as the basis to 
seize a property that is considered 
blighted, or to place a lien on such a 
property, she said. In such a case, the 
property owner could appeal the viola-
tion or violations to the appeals board.
The code update that created the ap-

peals board also allows the borough to 
access the powers of Act 90, a state law 
that gives municipalities the “right” to 
determine that a property is blighted, 
and to then go after the assets of the 
property owner to compensate the 
borough for any expense involved in 
cleaning up or even razing the property, 
McGlone said.
McGlone made no secret that she 

has three specific properties in mind 
for the new powers that the borough 
has — with help from Shipkowski 
to carry them out. These include the 
property that included the former 
Bunky’s restaurant in the first block 
of South Union Street, the so-called 
“leaning house” on Mattis Avenue, 

and a dilapidated yellow residential 
property at the square.
“Those are the top three properties 

in the borough that are extremely 
blighted and will be addressed im-
mediately,” McGlone said.
Furthermore, “anybody who has 

a blighted property in this borough 
is now put on notice — we will be 
coming,” she continued. “I would 
advise blighted property owners in the 
borough to clean up your properties 
or reach out to borough staff for as-
sistance, because we will be knocking 
on your door soon.”
McGlone, who is a landlord, said 

that she hopes by spring to introduce a 
proposal that would provide “probably 
two options” for borough council to 
create a residential rental inspection 
program. McGlone held three hearings 
in early 2016 to gather public input 
toward launching such a program.
Highspire and Royalton are among 

municipalities near Middletown that 
have their own residential rental 
inspection program, McGlone said.

Council member: ‘Anybody who has a blighted 
property in this borough ... we will be coming’

Shipkowski

New codes, zoning officer in place

Local students show off aquaponics skills at Farm Show

Contributed photo

Zoe Handwerk and Will Korsak explain the intricacies of 
an aquaponics system to a curious visitor at the 2017 
Pennsylvania Farm Show on Saturday Jan. 7.
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By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Loss of electric and tax revenue was 
a key factor in the borough of Middle-
town rejecting a state buyout of the 
Harborton Place mobile home park.
Borough council on Jan. 3 voted 5-1 

to make it official — the borough is 
not interested in accepting a buyout 
“at this time.”
Council Vice President Damon Sug-

lia opposed the move. He expressed 
concerns that residents of Harborton 
Place could lose their eligibility for 
funds to help them move out of the 
mobile home park in case of another 
flood, as a result of council rejecting 
the buyout offer from Pennsylvania 
Department of Community and Eco-
nomic Development.
In September, DCED approached 

council with an offer to use federal 
funds to purchase Harborton Place 
— formerly known as Caravan Court.
The objective was to move all the 

residents out of the mobile home 
park, raze any remaining structures 
and preserve the land as undeveloped 
open green space, due to the property 
being in a flood plain and being at risk 
of flooding, according to DCED.
On Nov. 8, DCED received an 

email from Borough Manager Ken 
Klinepeter informing the state that 
council was not interested in accept-
ing the buyout.
“Council expressed a lack of interest 

in entering into the buyout program 
because they are extremely concerned 

about the resulting loss of electric and 
tax revenue that would result if the state 
were to acquire and demolish the more 
than 100 residential units in Harborton 
Place,” Klinepeter wrote in the email, 
a copy of which was provided to the 
Press And Journal by DCED.
Klinepeter during council’s Jan. 3 

meeting said he thought it best that 
council take a vote to make the deci-
sion a matter of public record.
Klinepeter during the Jan. 3 meeting 

provided some more specific numbers 
regarding the amount of revenue that 
would be lost to the borough if Har-
borton Place was razed.
In 2016, the borough received more 

than $168,000 in electric revenue 
from Harborton Place, Klinepeter 
told council. 
The amount of property tax for 2016 

included $8,400 due to the borough 
and over $10,000 due to the county, 
Klinepeter reported.
Middletown Area School District 

would also lose almost $31,000 in 
annual property tax revenue, accord-
ing to Dauphin County tax assessment 
figures.
Klinepeter also noted that the borough 

expects to spend more than $100,000 
in upgrades to electrical equipment 
at Harborton Place, as the result of 
a court settlement reached stemming 
from a lawsuit that was brought 
against the borough by the owners of 
Harborton Place after the September 
2011 flooding.
That work started in 2016 and is “90 

percent complete,” said Greg Wils-

bach, borough public works director.
The razing of Harborton Place would 

also lead to a loss of water and sewer 
revenue to Suez, the company that 
runs the borough’s water and sewer 
systems under a 50-year lease that 
became effective on Jan. 1, 2015. 
The lease — or “concession” as 

it is formally known — includes a 
clause that any shortfall in water and 
sewer revenue over the life of the lease 
would have to be made up by the rest 
of ratepayers paying into the system, 
Klinepeter said.
On top of all the lost revenue, 

Klinepeter estimated that it would cost 
the borough $12,000 to $15,000 each 
year to maintain the former Harborton 
Place as green space in perpetuity, just 
for mowing for example.
Suglia said he had talked to residents 

of Harborton Place, who shared con-
cerns about losing assistance to move 
out in case of another flood if council 
rejected the buyout.
Klinepeter referred to a letter from 

DCED saying that if the borough 
does not participate in the buyout that 
“assistance would not be available 
to those residents that may want to 
relocate and avoid future losses due 
to flooding. Because this area is in a 
special floodway, it is prone to flood-
ing and these residents are at risk for 
future loss due to flooding.”
Borough Solicitor Adam Santucci 

told council it was his understanding 
that residents “may not” be eligible for 
such assistance in the future — mean-
ing that there is still a possibility that 

they could be eligible.
Santucci also said he did not believe 

that the borough rejecting the buyout 
would make the residents ineligible 
to receive flood insurance.
“I don’t see anything that would be a 

flat-out prohibition on them receiving 
grants in the future. It’s just that it’s 
possible,” Santucci said. 
He further noted that “I couldn’t find 

any regulation that said if you don’t 
do this now, you are never eligible for 
FEMA (Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency) money again.”
Suglia asked if the borough could 

choose to participate in the buyout at a 
later date — for example if the owner 
of Harborton Place makes it known 
that he or she wants to be bought out.
In response Santucci said that “the 

only moving factor” would be whether 
the money DCED is offering now 
would be available in the future. 
The borough did not contact the 

owners of Harborton Place about the 
state buyout because it was clear that 
council was not interested in accept-
ing the DCED offer, Klinepeter said.
Nor had the borough heard from the 

owners, Klinepeter added, despite 
news articles about the DCED offer 
that were published in the Press And 
Journal.
Harborton Place has been in mortgage 

foreclosure proceedings since 2012. 
The property is listed on the Jan. 19 
Dauphin County sheriff’s sale, with 
the amount owed to Wells Fargo bank 
reported to be just under $5.3 million, 
according to the county.
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We just got done with an election, 
right? Well hang on, folks. We’re 
about to get started on another one. 
The year 2017 is a municipal elec-

tion year. The seats of many local 
officials who impact your daily life 
more than Donald Trump or Hillary 
Clinton are up for grabs. They de-
cide how much you pay in property 
taxes, what municipal services you 
get, how many police officers patrol 
your streets, and how your property 
is zoned, to name just a few things.
The list also includes many of the 

district judges who are the first step 
in the court system for anyone from 
an overdue parking offender to a 
suspected murderer.

Judge seats
Speaking of district judges, the first 

two people throwing their hat into 
the re-election ring are David Judy 
and Michael Smith.
Judy on Jan. 3 announced that he is 

running for a sixth six-year term as 
district judge. His office in Royalton 
presides over cases from throughout 
Middletown and Royalton boroughs, 
and Conewago and Londonderry 
townships.
“As the only level of our judicial 

system that most citizens will ever 
see or visit, magisterial district courts 
represent access to justice for those 
who reside in the communities that 
we represent,” Judy, of Middletown, 
said in a press release accompanying 
his announcement.
Smith is running for a third six-year 

term as the district judge who handles 
cases throughout Lower Swatara, 
Paxtang Borough, and most of 
Swatara Township. A retired Swatara 
Township police officer, Smith lives 
in Lower Swatara.
Smith and Judy are among eight 

district judges throughout Dauphin 
County whose seats are up this year, 
said Gerald Feaser, director of the 
county office of elections and voter 
registration.
Three of the 10 county judge seats 

are up this year. Michael Rozman 
of Steelton has announced that he 
is running for one of the county 
judge seats.
Rozman is a prosecutor who has 

worked in the Dauphin County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office since 1994. 
He was the president of Steelton 
Borough Council in the 1990s.
In addition, incumbent Dauphin 

County Judge Lori K. Serratelli 
announced on Jan. 9 that she is run-
ning for re-election to a full term 
on the county bench. Serratelli was 
appointed a Dauphin County court 
judge in June by Gov. Tom Wolf.
Other countywide offices up this 

year include prothonotary and the 
coroner.
Here’s a look at some of the many 

seats that voters will decide:

Middletown borough
Mayor James H. Curry III, elected 

in 2013, will be up for a second term.
Three four-year seats are up on bor-

ough council — those of President 
Ben Kapenstein, Anne Einhorn and 
Ian Reddinger, who was appointed in 
2016 to replace Greg Wilsbach, who 
was elected in 2015 but resigned in 
2016. Also up is a two-year seat held 
by Dawn Knull.
As Feaser pointed out, this will 

also be the first at-large election 
since borough council did away 
with electing councilors by wards 
in 2016. All four seats up this year 
will be decided upon by voters from 
throughout Middletown.

Middletown school board
Six of nine seats are up on Middle-

town Area School Board — those of 
Mike Corradi, Melvin Fager, David 
John, Brian Keating, Darnell Mont-
gomery, and John Ponnett Jr.
Keating, Montgomery, and Ponnett 

are all new members who have been 
appointed in the past few months to 
replace members who had resigned.

Lower Swatara Township
Two seats on the board of commis-

sioners are up. One is currently held 
by Laddie Springer and the other is 
held by Benjamin Hall. The board 
on Dec. 21 appointed Hall to fill the 
vacancy created by the resignation of 
Tom Mehaffie, who stepped down on 
Nov. 30 after Mehaffie was elected 
to the state House.

Royalton
Mayor Judy Oxenford is up for re-

election, as are two borough council 
seats from the First Ward and two 
council seats from the Second Ward. 

Londonderry Township
The seats of two members of the 

board of supervisors are up — those 
of Bart Shellenhamer and Michael 
Geyer — both of whom were elected 
to six-year terms in 2011.

LD School Board 
Four seats on the nine-member 

board are up in 2017, including the 
seat from Londonderry Township 
representing Region 1 of the board. 
The current holder of the seat, Kerry 
L. Wolfe, is resigning as of January 
2017 so the board will have to appoint 
someone to replace her.
The three other seats up this year are 

those now held by Debra J. Macut 
and Eric M. Samples (both repre-
senting Region 2 which includes 
Hummelstown Borough and part 
of South Hanover Township), and 
Kevin J. Busher (who represents 
Region 3 which includes East Ha-
nover Township and part of South 
Hanover Township). 

Other seats
Tax collectors and possibly auditors 

will also be on the ballot in these 
municipalities. Feaser also reminds 
voters that judges of elections and 
inspectors of elections will be chosen 
by voters in 2017 for every precinct 
in Dauphin County.

Yes, one election 
just ended, but 
there is another 
around the corner

Loss of electric and tax revenue was key  
in borough nixing Harborton Place buyout

Richard L. “Rick” Wealand, 47, 
of Enola, passed away on Tuesday, 
January 3.
 He is survived by his wife Susan 

M. Shank Wealand, daughter Paige 
E. and son Jacob C. Wealand; his 
parents Terry L. Wealand and Rebecca 
A. Arndt Wealand; a brother Terry 
“Doug” Wealand and wife Brooke R. 
and their daughters Faith R., Emily R. 
and Holly E.; five loving brothers-in-
law and sisters-in-law; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.
 Rick was a member of Teamsters 

Local 776; and was an avid fan of the 
Harrisburg Senators and the Alabama 
Crimson Tide.
 Services were held on Tuesday, Janu-

ary 10 at New Beginnings Church of 
Middletown.
 Interment was at Geyers Church 

Cemetery, Londonderry Township.

Catherine Szekeres
 Catherine M. (Hartle) Szekeres, 

93, of Middletown, entered into 
eternal rest on Saturday, January 
7, 2017, at Middletown Home.  
 She was born on June 15, 1923 in 
Clearfield, Pa.
 She was a member of Prince of Peace 

Catholic Church, Steelton, the Ameri-
can Legion Post 594 Ladies Auxiliary 
and enjoyed embroidery, needlepoint, 
traveling, dancing, and baking. 
 In addition to her parents, Cath-

erine was preceded in death by two 
husbands, Ellis Bankes and Gaza 
Szekeres.
 She is survived by her son, John F. 

Bankes of Orbisonia, Pa.; and two 
grandchildren, Kimberly A. Fake of 
Lebanon, Pa. and Allison R. Comfort 
and her husband David of Lancaster, 
Pa.
 Graveside services will be held on 

Thursday, January 12, 2017 at 2 p.m. 
in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Middletown, 
with the Rev. Ted Keating officiating. 
 The family has entrusted the care 

of the Matinchek Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, Inc., Middletown, 
to handle the funeral arrangements. 
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekfuneralhome.com.

 Kate E. Hevel, 35, of Middletown, 
entered into eternal rest on Thursday, 
January 5, 2017 at M.S. Hershey 
Medical Center.
 She was born July 25, 1981 in Har-

risburg and was the loving daughter 
of Ronald and Hope (Sauer) Hevel.
 Kate worked in the Pinnacle Health 

Osteopathic system and was a recep-
tionist in the X-ray department.
 She was a member of the American 

Legion Auxiliary 594 and a member 
of the former Rescue Hose Co., 
Middletown. She also belonged to 
Sharon’s School of Dance and is a 
former girl scout. She enjoyed crafting 
and crocheting.
 Kate was preceded in death by her 

paternal grandparents, Earl G. Jr. 
and Mary L. Hevel, and a maternal 
grandfather, Walden J. Sauer.
 In addition to her parents Kate is 

survived by her brother, Kyle G. 
Hevel and his girlfriend Melissa of 
Lancaster; maternal grandmother, 
Ethel Sauer of Harrisburg; and several 
aunts, uncles and cousins.
 A tribute to Kate’s life will be held on 

Friday, January 13, 2017 at 7 p.m. at 
New Beginnings Church, 630 S. Union 
St., Middletown, with the Rev. Britt 
Strohecker officiating. There will be 
a visitation at the church from 5 p.m. 
until the time of the service. 
 Interment will be at Middletown 

Cemetery at the convenience of the 

family.
 The family has entrusted the care of 

the Matinchek Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Services, Inc., Middletown, to 
handle the funeral arrangements. 
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekfuneralhome.com.

Kate Hevel

Nancy Marie Stouffer, 88, of Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest on Sat-
urday, January 7, 2017 in Frey Village 
Nursing Center, Middletown.
 She was born on July 13, 1928 in 

Middletown and was the daughter 
of the late John and Estella (Murray) 
Books.
 Nancy was a member of St. Pe-

ter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Middletown and enjoyed playing 
pinnacle, doing puzzles and watching 
the Philadelphia Phillies. 
 In addition to her parents, Nancy 

was preceded in death by her loving 
husband Paul S. Stouffer.
 She is survived by her loving chil-

dren, Janet L. Brubaker of Middle-
town, and Norma J. Myers and her 
husband Raymond H. of Huntingdon, 
Pa.; three grandchildren, Jayne Faber 

Nancy Stouffer
and her husband Michael, Joel Myers 
and his wife Teri, and Sharon Kolivo-
ski and her husband Jason; and two 
great-grandchildren, Bradley Kistler 
and Julia Kolivoski.
 A tribute to her life will be held on 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017 at 11:30 
a.m. at the Matinchek Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, Inc., 260 E. 
Main St., Middletown, with the Rev. 
Dr. J. Richard Eckert officiating. Visi-
tation will be from 10:30 a.m. until the 
time of the service on Wednesday at 
the funeral home. 
 Burial will be in Woodlawn Memo-

rial Gardens, Harrisburg.
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekfuneralhome.com.

Rev. Robert Trego Sr.
Rev. Robert C. Trego Sr., 88, passed 

away on Monday, January 9, 2017, in 
Middletown Home, where he resided 
for the past four years. His wife, C. 
Louise Trego survives.
 Born on February 11, 1928 in Sun-

bury Pa., he was the son of the late 
Charles and Anna Trego.
A brother Marlin, a sister Ruth 

Michaels, two infant sisters, and a 
granddaughter, Teresa Trego, preceded 
him in death.  
 In addition to his wife, he is survived 

by his daughters, Joanne Trego, and 
Carol Yingst (Tim); a son, Robert 
Trego Jr., four grandchildren, Holly 
Yingst, Brett Yingst, Lisa Trego and 
Charles Trego; three great-grandchil-
dren, Annabelle Mumford, Abigail 
Trego and Michael Trego. 
 Robert was an ordained minister in 

the United Methodist Church, serving 
in Birdsboro, Royalton, Bellefonte 
and Lewistown, and he was a guest 
preacher in many area churches after 
his retirement. 
 Prior to his ministry, he was a union 

carpenter, had a small farm and made 
many wooden items and clocks for 
sale at various craft fairs. 
 After graduating from the former 

Sunbury High School he served in the 
U.S. Army from 1946-1949, where he 
was in the 565th topographic Engineer 
Battalion and 62nd Engineer Battalion. 
He served in the National Guard from 
1949-1953 including service in Korea 
with the 176th field artillery with the 
rank of Master Sergeant.
 In preparation for the ministry, he 

attended the American Bible College 
and graduated from the Evangelical 
School of Theology, Myerstown, Pa.
 A private family service will be held 

at the convenience of the family, with 
Pastor Dan Gilbert presiding. 
 In lieu of flowers, contributions may 

be made to Emmanuel United Method-
ist Church, Royalton or to Highspire 
United Methodist Church. 
 The family has entrusted the care 

of the Matinchek Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, Inc., Middletown, 
to handle the funeral arrangements.  
 Condolences may be sent online at 
www.matinchekfuneralhome.com.

Obituaries

Richard Wealand

Fees For Obituaries: 31¢ per word. $5 for photo. 
Fees For Card of Thanks or In Memoriam: 

$10 / 45 words or less; $10 each additional 45 words or less. 
Paid In Advance - Cash, Check, Visa, Mastercard. 

Deadline - Monday Noon. Contact Press And Journal 
at 717-944-4628,e-mail: PamSmith@pressandjournal.com 

or Your Funeral Director.

Say you saw it in the 
Press and Journal
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Construction
Home Improvement

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

ESTATE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Letters 

Testamentary on the Estate of Randy 
R. Swisher a/k/a Randy Ray Swisher, 
Deceased, late of Conewago Town-
ship, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
have been granted to the undersigned 
Executrix. All persons therefore 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payment, and 
those having just claims will please 
present the same, duly authenticated, 
for settlement, without delay. Elizabeth 
W. Swisher, 5225 Ridge Road, Eliza-
bethtown, PA 17022 Executrix; Gerald 
J. Brinser  – Attorney.

#105 0104-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

Auctions

WELL-BUILT 1.5 STORY 
BRICK HOME ON CORNER LOT

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28 AT 11:00 AM
818 BRIARCLIFF ROAD, MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057

MIDDLETOWN BORO, DAUPHIN COUNTY, PA
REAL ESTATE:  Consists of a well-built brick home in a desirable neighbor-

hood.  The main floor has an eat-in kitchen, living room, 2 bedrooms, and 
1 full bath.  The second floor has 2 bedrooms w/carpeting.  There is a full 
concrete basement w/laundry area, and is partially finished.  A few of the 
amenities include:  replacement windows, gas furnace w/heat pump, central 
air, public water and public sewer, as well as 200 amp electrical service.  The 
exterior is brick and has a composition shingle roof, a 2 car attached carport, 
concrete driveway, and a lawn shed.  This home is situated on a corner lot 
being .22 acre.  Total square footage above grade is 1,416 sq. ft., and total 
yearly taxes of $1,096.87.

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE:  This is a lovely property that has been well 
maintained.  Come check it out and be prepared to buy.  The owners have 
moved to an adult community and want the house sold.

INSPECTION:  Open house on Saturday, Jan. 14 from 12-3 pm, or by calling 
auctioneer for appointment.

TERMS:  10% down day of auction, balance due in 45 days at final settle-
ment.

DIRECTIONS: From Vine Street in Middletown, go onto East Roosevelt 
Avenue to stop sign.  Turn left onto Briarcliff Road to home on the left.

CONDITIONS BY:  Ronnie and Roberta Hennessey
FOR PHOTOS VISIT: www.shirksauctions.com or www.auctionzip.com

PUBLIC AUCTION

 AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:
ROY D. SHIRK 

PHONE 717-269-0654
LICENSE #AU-003248-L #AH-001946-L  

You go everywhere we go:  
 online and print!

easy to do: online pressandjournal.com | email info@pressandjournal.com | call 717-944-4628 | visit 20 S. Union St.

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices: 
Call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

COMMUNITY

PROOF
642 S. 2nd St, Steelton, PA 17113
South on Main St., Left on Highland St., Right on S. 2nd St

Sat. January 21, 2017 - 12:00 PM
Two Story Steelton Townhouse

 Living room, dining room & kitchen on first floor, 3 bedrooms, bath and walk-in closet 
on the second floor, full walk out basement.  
  Replacement windows, rubber roof, oil hot water heat.  

 OPEN HOUSE, Sunday Jan 7th - 1 to 3 P.M. 
$5,000 deposit in cash or guaranteed funds, 5% buyer's premium.

Photos and complete terms and conditions on our web site. 
Estate of William Starsinic. 

*ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION*

   ENSMINGER AUCTIONEERS  
    SINCE 1836 - LIC.#AU002520L      717-652-4111  

www.ENSMINGERS.net/642

TO THE RESIDENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF MIDDLETOWN
Notice is hereby given that the Borough Council of the Borough of Middletown will be holding a public hearing and con-

sider for adoption an Ordinance on Medical Marijuana amending the Zoning Ordinance at the Regular Business Meeting 
on February 7, 2017 at 7 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Middletown Borough Council located at Borough Hall, 60 West 
Emaus Street, Middletown, PA 17057. A copy of the proposed Ordinance is shown below.

ORDINANCE NO. 1336
MIDDLETOWN BOROUGH, DAUPHIN COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF MIDDLETOWN, DAUPHIN COUNTY, 
 PENNSYLVANIA AMENDING CHAPTER 260 (ZONING) OF THE BOROUGH’S
  CODE OF ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION OF 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA FACILITIES AND PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN TERMS AND CONDITIONS.
Section 1. DEFINITIONS. 
This ordinance shall amend Article II, Section 260-200 to add the following terms and defi nitions in alphabetical order 

of the existing terms and defi nitions:
CAREGIVER-The individual designated by a patient to deliver medical marijuana.
CERTIFIED MEDICAL USE-The acquisition, possession, use or transportation of medical marijuana by a patient, or the 

acquisition, possession, delivery, transportation or administration of medical marijuana by a caregiver, for use as part of 
the treatment of the patient’s serious medical condition, as authorized by certifi cation by the Commonwealth.

CLINICAL REGISTRANT-An entity that:
    1. Holds a permit, both as a grower/processor and a dispensary; and
    2.  Has a contractual relationship with an academic clinical research center under which the academic clinical research 

center or its affi liate provides advice to the entity, regarding, among other areas, patient health and safety, medical 
applications and dispensing and management of controlled substances. 

CLINICAL RESEARCH CENTER–A research facility within which an accredited medical school within the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania operates with or partners with an acute care hospital licensed within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
for researching activities.

DISPENSARY-A person, as provided in Section 260-200, which holds a permit from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health to dispense medical marijuana.

FORM OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA-The characteristics of the medical marijuana recommended or limited for a particular 
patient, including the method of consumption and any particular dosage, strain, variety and quantity or percentage of 
medical marijuana or particular active ingredient. 

GROWER/PROCESSOR-A person, as provided in Section 260-200, which holds a permit from the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Health to grow and process medical marijuana. 

IDENTIFICATION CARD-A document issued by the Pennsylvania Department of Health that permits access to medical 
marijuana.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA-Marijuana for certifi ed medical use as legally permitted by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
with Act 16 of Apr. 17, 2016, P.L. 84.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA ORGANIZATION or FACILITY-A dispensary or grower/processor of marijuana for medical purposes. 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA DELIVERY VEHICLE OFFICE-Any facility used to house delivery vehicles for supplying marijuana 

plants or seeds to one or more marijuana grower/processors and/or dispensaries. 
REGISTRY-The registry established by the Pennsylvania Department of Health for all medical marijuana organizations 

and practitioners.  
Section 2. USES AND DISTRICTS.
    a.  This ordinance shall amend Article IX, “C-1 Commercial District, Shopping,” Section 260-901 “Permitted Uses.” to 

add the following to the end of the existing list of permitted uses:
 EE. Medical Marijuana Delivery Vehicle Offi ces.
 FF.  Medical Marijuana Dispensaries.
 GG. Clinical Research Center.
    b.  This ordinance shall amend Article X “C-2 Commercial District, General,” Section 260-1002 “Permitted Uses.” to 

add the following to the end of the existing list of permitted uses:
 AA. Medical Marijuana Delivery Vehicle Offi ces.
 BB. Medical Marijuana Dispensaries.
 CC. Clinical Research Center.
    c.   This ordinance shall amend Article XI “M-1 Manufacturing District, Limited,” Section 260-1101 “Permitted Uses.” 

to renumber the former subsection 260-1101.BB and add the following:
 CC. Medical Marijuana Growers/Processors.
 DD. Medical Marijuana Delivery Vehicle Offi ces.
 EE. Medical Marijuana Dispensaries.
 FF.  Clinical Research Center.
Section 3. REGULATIONS. 
This ordinance shall amend Article XVIII by adding the following Sections and Regulations:
§ 260-1823. Clinical Research Centers.
   1.   Clinical Research Centers shall meet the off-street parking requirements listed for offi ces in Article 16.
§ 260-1824. Medical Marijuana Grower/Processor.
   1.    Medical Marijuana Grower/Processors shall meet the off-street parking requirements listed for manufacturing 

plants in Article 16.
§ 260-1825. Medical Marijuana Delivery Vehicle Service. 
   1.  Medical Marijuana Delivery Vehicle Offi ces shall meet the off-street parking requirements listed in Article 16. 
§ 260-1826. Medical Marijuana Dispensary.
   1.    Medical marijuana dispensaries shall meet the off-street parking requirements listed for retail business and customer  

    services establishments and public buildings in Article 16.
Section 4. PARKING. 
This ordinance shall amend Article XVI by adding the following use to the chart of uses and required parking spaces 

located under Section 260-1602.G, “Facilities required”:
Type of Use    Number of Parking Spaces Required
Medical Marijuana Delivery Vehicle Service  1, plus 1 for every delivery vehicle and 1 for every  

     employee during the largest shift.
Section 5. SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, provision, regulation, limitation, restriction, sentence, clause, 

phrase or word in this Ordinance is declared by any reason to be illegal, unconstitutional, or invalid by any court of com-
petent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect or impair the validity of this Ordinance or Chapter 260 of the Middletown 
Code as a whole, or any other section, subsection, provision, regulation, limitation, restriction, sentence, clause, phrase, 
word or remaining portion of this Ordinance or Chapter 260 of the Middletown Code. Borough Council hereby declares 
that it would have adopted this Ordinance and each section, subsection, phrase and word thereof, irrespective of the fact 
that any one or more of the sections, subsections, provisions, regulations, limitations, restrictions, sentences, clauses, 
phrases or words may be declared illegal, unconstitutional or invalid.

Section 6.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Ordinance shall become effective in accordance with applicable law.
DULY ORDAINED AND ENACTED this ________ day of ______________ 201__ by the Borough Council of the Borough 

of Middletown, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, in lawful session assembled. 

BOROUGH OF MIDDLETOWN
Grace Miller, Borough Secretary
60 West Emaus Street
Middletown, PA  17057

#108 0111-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

EMPLOYMENT

TEACHER RECRUITMENT FAIR 
for 2017-18 vacancies in 21 Virginia 
school divisions. Sat, Jan 28 – 9:00 
a.m. to 2 p.m. @ Salem Civic Center 
in Salem, VA. See www.wvpec.org 
Sponsor: WVPEC

FOR RENT

FOR RENT - If you have something 
to rent, give us a call. We’ll put your 
ad in the Press & Journal. Thursday 
and Friday are the best days to call. 
Deadline for classifieds is Monday at 
9 a.m. All Classified line ads must be 
paid in advance. Call 717-944-4628. 
(1/1TF)

FOR RENT Middletown – 2 bedroom 
apt, 1st floor. $600 a month plus 
utilities and security. No pets/animals. 
Call 717-574-4727. (11/16TF)

APARTMENTS/STORAGE Space 
For Rent in downtown Middletown. 
One, two, and three bedroom apart-
ments. Standard and climate con-
trolled storage space. For details, 
rates and showings, call 717-690-
1551 or 717-497-7064. (10/19TF)

2,000 SQUARE FEET of Com-
mercial Space For Rent in downtown 
Middletown. For details call 717-690-
1551 or 717-497-7064. (10/19TF)

MISCELLANEOUS

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 
– Get FAA certification to fix planes. 
Approved for military benefits. Finan-
cial Aid if qualified. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345

SERVICES

IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE RE-
PLACEMENT SURGERY AND SUF-
FERED AN INFECTION between 
2010 and the present time, you may 
be entitled to compensation. Call 
Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

CONTNUED HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING – DOCKET #2016-02

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Lower Swatara Township Zoning Hear-
ing Board will hold a Public Hearing at the request of David J. Tshudy, Pepper 
Hamilton, Atttorneys at Law on behalf of Fritz Lee Dickerson, IV, Ashton Chase 
Dickerson, Thomas N. Steele, Fritz Lee Dickerson, III, Ann M. Korb, (Docket 
#2016-02) for a variance from the provisions of the Lower Swatara Township 
Code of Ordinances, as amended, as follows: a variance from Chapter 27 Zon-
ing, Part 5. Residential Suburban District (R-S) § 27-502 (Permitted Uses) and § 
27-508 (Coverage Regulations). The properties are located within the Residential 
Suburban (R-S) District. The subject properties are identified by Tax Parcel No. 
and Address as follows: No. 36-011-052, 1880 North Union Street, Middletown, 
PA No. 36-011-019, 1860 North Union Street, Middletown, PA, No. 36-011-021, 
54 Condran Drive, Middletown, PA, No. 36-011-020, 1802 North Union Street, 
Middletown, PA, and Portion of  No. 36-011-062, South of U.S. Route 283. The 
properties are located within the Residential Suburban (R-S) District.

A CONTINUED Hearing will be held Thursday, January 26, 2017 at 6:00 PM 
at the Lower Swatara Township Municipal Building, 1499 Spring Garden Drive, 
Middletown, Pennsylvania.

The Zoning Hearing Board will be rendering a decision on the Variance Request.
All interested parties are invited to attend.
Randall Breon, Chairman

#110 0111-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

SCHEDULE OF 2017 
REGULAR MEETINGS
HIGHSPIRE BOROUGH 

AUTHORITY
Regular meetings of the Highspire 

Borough Authority for the year 2017 
will be held on the third Thursday of 
each month. The following are the 
meeting dates:

January 19, 2017
February 16, 2017

March 16, 2017
April 20, 2017
May 18, 2017
June 15, 2017
July 20, 2017

August 17, 2017
September 21, 2017

October 19, 2017
November 16, 2017
December 21, 2017

Authority meetings will be held in 
Council Chambers at the Borough 
Hall, 640 Eshelman Street, Highspire, 
PA 17034, commencing promptly at 
7:00 p.m.

Robert L. Gross
Chief Clerk

#111 0111-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

TO THE RESIDENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF MIDDLETOWN
Notice is hereby given that the Borough Council of the Borough of Middletown will consider for adoption an Ordinance 

amending Parking Regulations at the Regular Business Meeting on February 7, 2017 at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers 
of Middletown Borough Council located at Borough Hall, 60 West Emaus Street, Middletown, PA 17057

ORDINANCE NUMBER 1335
  AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF MIDDLETOWN, DAUPHIN COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA,  

REPEALING, REVISING AND ADDING CERTAIN PARKING RESTRICTIONS SET FORTH IN ARTICLE 
III, PARKING REGULATIONS, ARTICLE V, PARKING LOTS, AND ARTICLE VIII, PENALTIES;  

REPEALER, OF CHAPTER 252 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF MIDDLETOWN.
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council (“Borough Council”) of the Borough of Middletown, Dauphin County, Pennsyl-

vania (the "Borough"), has determined that parking restrictions in the Borough have become outdated, moot or in need 
of expansion due to changes in the Borough that have affected the need for certain on-street and parking lot parking 
restrictions in the Borough, such as the opening or closing of schools and commercial establishments; and

 WHEREAS, Borough Council has determined it is in the best interest of the Borough and its residents to update 
and revise Chapter 252, Articles III, V, and VIII of the Code of the Borough of Middletown (the “Middletown Code”) to 
account for such needed changes to on-street and parking lot parking restrictions in the Borough; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by Borough Council that the Code of the Borough of 
Middletown is amended as follows:

Section 1: Amendments to Section 252-24, Parking prohibited during certain hours
 A.  Parking restrictions from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. on school days for the North Side 

of East Emaus Street beginning 74 feet east of the intersection of East Emaus Street and Spruce Street and 
continuing for a distance of 78 feet, as amended December 6,1999 by Ordinance No. 1124, are repealed.

 B.  Parking restrictions from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on school days for the 300 Block of South Wood Street, from 
a point on Ann Street, 134 feet south on Wood Street to a point on the Southwest side of Wood Street, as 
amended December 6,1993 by Ordinance No. 1052, are repealed. 

 C.  Parking restrictions under Section 252-24 of the Middletown Code for Race Street from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. are amended to state:

 D. 
Name of Street Side    Hours/Days Location
Race  East School days from From bus entrance at Fink
   7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. School north to Columbia 
    St. stop sign 
Section 2: Amendments to Section 252-25, Parking time limited
 A. Added as the first line of Section 252-25: “Cross reference Section 252-26.2.”
 B.  Except with respect to the parking restrictions listed under Section 252-25 of the Middletown Code for the 

South side of Main Street (as amended April 8, 2008 by Ordinance No. 1235) and both sides of Woodland 
Avenue (as amended December 4,1989 by Ordinance No. 993) which shall remain unchanged, all specific 
parking restrictions under Section 252-25 of the Middletown Code are deleted and repealed. The following 
parking restrictions are added to Section 252-25:

Street  Side   Restriction Location
Brown Street South Limited to 2 hours From Pine Street to Peony Avenue
   during the hours of
   8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Brown Street   South Limited to 15 minutes at One parking space, consisting of  

   all times approximately 20 feet in length,  
    in front of 100 S. Union Street,

    beginning approximately 30 feet  
    from the intersection of Brown  
    Street and S. Union Street 

East Emaus Street  South Limited to 15 minutes  From 25 feet east of Aster 
   from 8:00 a.m. to  Avenue, two (2) spaces 
   9:00 p.m. totaling approximately 50 feet
Emaus Street South Limited to 15 minutes Two parking spaces in length,
   from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30  consisting of approximately 45  

   p.m Monday through feet in total length, in front of 60 
   Friday W. Emaus Street beginning 
    approximately 30 feet east of the 
    intersection of W. Emaus Street 
    and Catherine Street
South Union Street East Limited to 15 minutes at Approximately 20 feet totaling  

   all times one (1) parking space at the 
                                                                                             northeast corner of the 
                                                                                               intersection of Union Street and 
                                                                                              Mill Street
Union Street Both Except as otherwise          From Spring Street to Ann Street
   limited herein, limited to 
   2 hours during the hours 
   of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Union Street West Limited to 30 minutes  Two parking spaces totaling
   during the hours of  approximately 44 feet in length, 
   11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. in front of 23 S. Union Street,  

    beginning approximately 117 
    feet south of W. Emaus Street
West Water Street North Limited to 30 minutes Beginning 30 feet west of S. Union
   From 8:00 a.m. to  Street, one (1) parking space 
   5:00 p.m. totaling approximately 22 feet
Section 3: Amendments to Section 252-26, Special purpose parking zone
 A.  Parking restrictions under Section 252-26 of the Middletown Code limiting parking to police vehicles only on 

a portion of the East side of South Catherine Street, as amended April 4, 1989 by Ordinance No. 984, are 
deleted and repealed.  

 B.  The “Location” of parking restrictions on the North side of Emaus Street, as amended May 7, 2001 by Ordi-
nance No. 1138, is deleted and replaced in its entirety with “From Wood Street to Pine Street.”

 C.  The “Location” of parking restrictions on the West side of Union Street, as amended May 7, 2001 by Ordinance 
No. 1138, is deleted and replaced in its entirety with “From Ann Street to Spring Street.”

Section 4: Addition of Section 252-26.2, Downtown parking 
The following is added to the Borough Code as Section 252-26.2 and follows immediately after Section 252-26.1 of the 

Borough Code and immediately before Section 252-27 of the Borough Code:
§ 252-26.2 Downtown parking district
 A.   The purpose of this section is to distribute limited on-street parking resources between the competing needs 

of the residents, businesses and visitors of the Borough, and others. The goal is to develop a fair and legally 
enforceable system.

 B.   The Downtown Parking District shall consist of the following streets and street segments:
Street   Side  Location
Brown Street South Beginning approximately 52 feet east of the    

   intersection of Brown Street and S. Union Street to Pine Street
Brown Street North From Pine Street to Union Street
Poplar Street Both From Brown Street to Mill Street
Mill Street Both From Union Street to Poplar Street 
 C.  Limited use parking: Parking within the Downtown Parking District is limited to those vehicles, including boat 

trailers, recreation vehicles, and other miscellaneous vehicles, properly displaying an official Borough of 
Middletown parking placard and, to any vehicle not displaying a parking placard, two (2) hours between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. “Proper displaying” meaning the parking placard shall be clearly displayed 
on the dashboard, placed between the steering wheel and front windshield. Failure to properly display a 
parking placard may result in citation for illegal parking.

 D. Distribution of parking placards: Residents and property owners wishing to obtain such placards shall make 
application to the Borough Manager who is authorized to issue such placards. Applications for parking placards 
shall include proof of residency and an explanation of the need to park in the Downtown Parking District. A 
limited number of parking placards shall be made available and shall allow unrestricted parking use within 
the Downtown Parking District by property owners, tenants, or guests. No fee will be charged for applications 
granted.

 E.  Use of and liability for parking placards: Parking placards are transferable between vehicles and are the 
responsibility of the aforementioned applicant.  Applicants who have received a parking placard or placards 
may temporarily assign their parking placard(s) to a visitor or service vehicle that require on-street parking 
in excess of two (2) hours between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  A fee may be charged for lost or 
damaged placards.

Section 5: Amendments to Section 252-27, Loading zones
The Loading Zone restrictions under Section 252-27.B. of the Borough Code for Lawrence Street, beginning approximately 

28 feet from its intersection with Market Street south a distance of approximately 38 feet; South Wood Street, beginning 
approximately 25 feet from its intersection with Pike Street south a distance of approximately 75 feet; and West Emaus 
Street, beginning approximately 29 feet from its intersection with Union Street west a distance of approximately 73 feet 
are hereby repealed in their entirety. 

The Loading Zone restriction under Section 252-27.B. of the Borough Code for South Union Street, as added April 3,1989 
by Ordinance No. 984, is hereby amended to state:

Name of Street Side Hours/Days Location
S. Union Street East  2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  One parking space, 
   Tuesdays and Fridays beginning approximately 
    70 feet from the 
    intersection of S. Union Street and  

    Ann Street and continuing 
    approximately 20 feet north 
Section 6: Repeal Sections 252-27.1 and 252-27.2
Sections 252-27.1 and 252-27.2 of the Borough Code are hereby repealed in their entirety.
Section 7: Amendments to Section 252-30
The opening paragraph of Section 252-30.A. of the Middletown Code shall remain unchanged and in its entirety. All of 

the enumerated special purpose parking provisions set forth as provisions one through nine in Section 252-30.A. are 
deleted, repealed, and replaced with the following:

(1) On the first row of parking spaces south of the Community Building, the first two spaces near Catherine Street are 
for the physically handicapped as provided in Article IV.

Section 8: Amendments to Section 252-43
 A.  Section 252-43.A. of the Middletown Code is hereby revised to replace “$75,” located in the clause stating 

“…be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding $75 and costs…,” with “$150,” thereby increasing the maximum 
fine for parking and traffic violations to one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00).

 B.  Section 252-43.B. of the Middletown Code is hereby revised to replace “$15” with “$30” and “$30” with “$60” 
in the first sentence of the Section, thereby increasing fines if paid within 48 hours after tagging to thirty dollars 
($30) and after 48 hours but before a summons is issued to sixty dollars ($60).

Section 9:  If any section, subsection, provision, regulation, limitation, restriction, sentence, clause, phrase or word in 
this Ordinance is declared by any reason to be illegal, unconstitutional, or invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, 
such decision shall not affect or impair the validity of this Ordinance or Chapter 252 of the Middletown Code as a whole, 
or any other section, subsection, provision, regulation, limitation, restriction, sentence, clause, phrase, word or remaining 
portion of this Ordinance or Chapter 252 of the Middletown Code. Borough Council hereby declares that it would have 
adopted this Ordinance and each section, subsection, phrase and word thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more of the sections, subsections, provisions, regulations, limitations, restrictions, sentences, clauses, phrases or words 
may be declared illegal, unconstitutional or invalid.

SECTION 10: This Ordinance shall become effective in accordance with applicable law.   
        
BOROUGH OF MIDDLETOWN

Grace Miller, Borough Secretary
60 West Emaus Street
Middletown, PA  17057
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By Phyllis Zimmerman
For the Press And Journal

The Lower Swatara Township Board 
of Commissioners began the new year 
on Jan. 4 by filling several positions 
on township committees and boards. 
The board also discussed the town-

ship’s ongoing trash service transition 
and a planned installation of public 
water service along Strites Road.
In a way, the meeting was a continu-

ation of a reorganization process that 
commissioners began last month when 
appointing Ben Hall to fill the seat 
vacated by the resignation of com-
missioner president Tom Mehaffie. 
At that time, members appointed Tom 
Wilt as president, with Laddie Springer 
replacing Wilt as vice president.
On Jan. 4, township commissioners 

appointed these individuals to mu-
nicipal boards:
• Planning commission: four-year 

term, Dennis Fausey.
• Zoning hearing board: five-year 

term, Jason Wagner; four-year term, 
Steven Artman; three-year term, Jon 
Strite.
• Municipal authority: five-year term, 

Dan Magaro.
A vacant five-year term for the 

township’s civil service commission 
will be filled on Jan. 18, township 
commissioners said. Officials also are 
considering leaving two code hearing 
board positions vacant and instead 
using the county board for township 
code matters, but no final decision has 

been made on this matter.
Commissioners also appointed these 

municipal representatives for 2017:
• Public safety committee chairman, 

vice chairman — Springer, Wilt.
• Public works committee chairman, 

vice chairman — Commissioner Todd 
Truntz, Hall.
• Budget and finance chairman, vice 

chairman — Commissioner Michael 
Davies, Springer.
• Community development chairman, 

vice chairman — Hall, Springer.
• Personnel chairman, vice chairman 

— Wilt, Springer.
• Building committee chairman, vice 

chairman — Truntz, Springer.
• Commissioner liaison, EMS — 

Wilt.
• Commissioner liaison, EMA, fire 

department — Davies.
• Commissioner liaisons, Olmsted 

Recreation Board — Springer, Hall.
• Commissioner liaisons, Middle-

town Area School Board — Davies, 
Truntz.
• Commissioner liaison, municipal 

authority — Truntz.
• Commissioner liaison, Dauphin 

County Agency on Aging — Hall.
• Delegate, alternate, Capital Region 

Council of Governments — Public 
Safety Director/Assistant Township 
Manager Frank Williamson, Public 
Works Superintendent Daniel Wagner.
• Commissioner liaison to MS4/water 

quality — Hall.
• Commissioner representative to 

Penn State Advisory Board — Wilt.

Lower Swatara commissioners 
establish board, committee jobs

Interim township manager Terry 
Kauffman noted Jan. 4 that Lower 
Swatara’s ongoing transition to a new 
trash hauler has made for “an eventful 
two weeks.”
“Really, there’s been no surprises. 

When you’re changing 2,000 people 
with pickup dates and times and haul-
ers, there is some confusion. Overall, 
though, I think it went well,” Kauff-
man said.
On Dec. 7, township commissioners 

approved a new five-year contract with 
Lebanon Farms Disposal that began 
on Jan. 1, 2017. On Dec. 31, 2016, 
the township’s five-year trash disposal 
contract with Penn Waste expired.

Under the new contract, Lebanon 
Farms Disposal will bill township 
trash customers a set quarterly price 
of $62.48 that won’t change for the 
length of the five-year contract. Al-
though this is more than Penn Waste’s 
previous quarterly fee of $51.91, the 
Lebanon Farms contract still will save 
residents money, Kauffman said. If 
the township had renewed a contract 
with Penn Waste, the new price would 
have been $70.70 per quarter, he said.
Customers with unused Penn Waste 

trash bags are advised to turn these in to 
the township. Municipal officials will 
submit these for fiscal reimbursement 
from Penn Waste on customers’ behalf.

Suez Water is planning to install a 
12-inch water main along the entire 
length of Strites Road from Chambers 
Hill Road to Longview Drive later this 
year, making public water available 
in this area for the first time, Public 
Works Superintendent Daniel Wagner 
reported on Jan. 4. 
“(Suez) wants to get this rolling by 

spring,” Wagner said. 

For now, however, the water company 
is awaiting necessary clearances for 
the project.
Suez also plans to install a connection 

point at Powderhorn Road and state 
Route 441 near Kreider Drive, but 
this won’t make new service available 
for anyone in this area, Wagner said. 
Instead, the water company is install-
ing a retainer for existing service in 
the Fulling Mill Road area.

No major issues reported with 
township change in trash hauler

Suez planning to put in 12-inch 
water main along Strites Road

It now costs you more to travel on 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike than it did 
last week.
At 12:01 a.m. Jan. 8, tolls reflected 

a 6 percent increase for both cash and 
E-ZPass customers.
According to the 

Pennsylvania Turn-
pike Commission, 
the toll increase — 
approved by com-
missioners last July 
— is needed to meet 
the PTC’s funding 
obligations. These 
include rebuilding and 
widening the turnpike, 
a 550-mile system that is, in part, more 
than 75 years old, as well as provid-
ing funding to support the common-
wealth’s public transportation needs.
“We have a responsibility to continue 

to invest capital dollars to improve 
our aging system and make it safer 

for travelers; we’re also obliged to 
fund an operating budget that must 
cover such costs as unpredictable 
winter maintenance and an annual 
reimbursement to PA State Police for 

Troop T operations,” 
said Turnpike Chair-
man Sean Logan. 
“Furthermore, we are 
required by law to 
help fund our state’s 
infrastructure needs 
and have delivered 
$5.2 billion in toll-
backed funding to 
PennDOT in nine 
years. Today, our an-

nual payments of $450 million help 
PennDOT provide operating support 
to mass-transit authorities across the 
state to mitigate fare increases for 
transit riders.”
The most common toll for a passenger 

vehicle will increase from $1.16 to 

$1.23 for E-ZPass customers and from 
$1.80 to $1.95 for cash customers.
The most common toll for tractor-

trailers will increase from $9.59 to 
$10.17 for E-ZPass customers and 
from $13.60 to $14.45 for cash cus-
tomers.
Travelers can check and calcu-

late fares by clicking https://www.
paturnpike.com/toll/tollmileage.aspx. 
E-ZPass customers can learn where 
to purchase an E-ZPass GoPak at 
https://www.paturnpike.com/toll/
gopak.aspx.

Tony’s Beverage moves 
— not far — to a larger 
downtown location
By David Barr
davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

Ilesh Patel has been in business for 
more than 25 years, and now he’s 
established in a new location.
Patel has been the owner of Tony’s 

Beer Distributor since the 1990s 
and three weeks ago, he oversaw 
the transition of Tony’s from Brown 
Street to 40 E. Emaus St.
The new location of Tony’s allows 

for more room and has more square 
footage than the previous location, 
100 Brown St., which is something 
Patel said is vital in the distribution 
business. 
The Brown Street building had 

2,500 square feet but the Emaus 
Street location has 6,500 square feet. 
Patel described the Emaus Street 

building as a “better location” for 
the business.
Not only does Patel have more room 

in the Emaus Street building, he now 
has more help, as he has two part-
time workers assisting him. That is 
a far cry from where Patel and his 
wife, Harshika, were when they first 
came to the country.
They were running a gas station 

and convenience store by themselves 
from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. 365 days a 
year for three years straight. From 
there, they aquired Tony’s and were 
running it by themselves and are still 
involved in it today.
Patel said they had been planning to 

move for some time, but they weren’t 
looking for any specific place, just 

somewhere in the Middletown area, 
because they like the area and the 
people. 
The process of finding and moving 

to the location took 12 to 14 months 
and even with the location being 
almost across the street, it wasn’t 
easy to move everything.
The move took place in December 

and Patel said he and his wife plan 
to keep running the store for many 
more years. In addition to alcohol, 
the store also offers soft drinks, 
soda, water, tobacco, cigarettes and 
lottery tickets.
“Hard work pays off,” Patel said. 

“I’m glad I did it.”

Press And Journal photos by David Barr

The new location of Tony’s Beverage — 40 E. Emaus St. — is almost 
three times the size of the former location on Brown Street. The 
business completed its move last month.

North Philadelphia woman charged with lottery threats

We have a responsibility 
to continue to invest capi-
tal dollars to improve our 
aging system and make it 
safer for travelers.”

Turnpike Chairman Sean Logan

Ilesh Patel reflects on the move 
of his business in downtown 
Middletown.

Press And Journal Staff

Items ranging from a hand gun to 
breath mints were snatched from an 
array of vehicles targeted by thieves in 
Lower Swatara Township on Dec. 21.
Police said vehicles parked on Donald 

Avenue, Nissley Drive, Ray Road and 
Theodore Avenue drew the attention 
of unknown suspects. While loose 
change and general looting were the 
end result of most of the incidents, the 
theft of a .38 caliber revolver drew 
investigators’ attention.
The handgun was stolen from a 2003 

Ford Escape while it was parked in the 
10 block of Ray Road. Police said the 
weapon had been stored in the car’s 
center console. The black Smith & 
Wesson revolver was valued at $300. 
It was not noted whether the gun was 
loaded at the time of the theft. Police 
added the gun was equipped with a 
red laser unit.
The owners of the vehicle were unsure 

whether their car was locked at the 
time of the theft.
Between $5 and $10 in change and 

an $8 pair of gloves were reported 
stolen from a 2000 Ford Explorer that 
was also parked on Ray Road, police 
reported.
Police said the SUV was not locked 

at the time of the theft.
A Garman GPS system valued at 

$250 was stolen from an unlocked 
2007 GMC Yukon while it was parked 
in the 20 block of Theodore Avenue, 
police reported.
The victim also told police a pair of 

headphones were stolen. Value of the 
headphones was not known. 
Police added an unlocked 2007 

Suzuki Forenza on Theodore Avenue 
was ransacked but its owner doesn’t 
believes anything was stolen.
Three vehicles parked in the 10 block 

of Donald Avenue were also included 
in the rash of reports involving thefts 
and entries into vehicles. Police noted 

none of the vehicles were locked at the 
time of the incidents.
Cash totaling $5 and breath mints 

were taken from a 2006 Hyundai 
Elantra.
Approximately $1.50 in cash was 

taken from a 2009 Saturn Ion. Inves-
tigators said the contents of the car’s 
various compartments were strewn 
throughout the vehicle.
A 2010 BMW was ransacked but its 

owners told police they don’t believe 
anything was stolen from the car.
Although the owners of a 2007 Mazda 

CX7 told police their car was looted 
while it was parked in the first block of 
Nissley Drive, police believe nothing 
of value was stolen.
Investigators said the car was un-

locked at the time.
Police are asking anyone with in-

formation about the incidents or if 
they have been victims of similar 
acts of crime to contact them at 717-
939-0463.

Handguns among items taken in rash  
of Lower Swatara car thefts on Dec. 21

By Jason Maddux
jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

The Lower Swatara Township Police 
Department recently charged Towanda 
A. Shields, 47, of the 1800 block of 
North 25th Street in Philadelphia after 
an investigation found that she repeat-
edly made death threats and harassed 
employees at the Pennsylvania Lottery 
Headquarters, authorities say.
The harassment and threats took place 

from April 2016 through December 
2016 and were made through phone 
calls and voicemails. She is charged 
with three counts of terroristic threats, 
25 counts of harassment and 25 
counts of stalking. There is an active 
arrest warrant for Shields, and Lower 

Swatara police are working with Phila-
delphia police to get her into custody 
to answer to the charges.
Detective Robert Appleby of the 

Lower Swatara Police Department told 
the Press And Journal that the calls 
resulted in profanity-laced messages 
that threatened employees because she 
was not winning its games.
The caller, now identified as Shields, 

complained that she was playing 
“hard” but failing to win. The caller 
said she was extremely mad her num-
bers hit on the days she didn’t play 
them, and that the lottery is doing it on 
purpose, Appleby told the Press And 
Journal in the fall. The caller wants 
their money back or some scratch-off 
tickets, he said.

Lottery officials 
notified police on 
Oct. 21. Lottery 
officials became 
concerned when 
the caller ramped 
up the calls and 
threatened the 
lives of employ-
ees, police said.
There were 21 

voicemails.
“She would say things in her mes-

sages that gave us clues about her 
possible location, specifically in 
Philadelphia,” he said.
Threats became  specific in October.
“She said on Halloween, people 

were going to die at lottery retailers 

in Philly,” Appleby said, even going 
as far as saying that she paid guys 
$500 each to hurt people because they 
are broke and don’t care and will do 
anything for money.
“The specificity of her threats became 

more and more concerning,” he said, 
including telling one employee that 
she was looking at his Facebook page.
Appleby said he did not want to reveal 

specifically how she was identified, 
but once police tracked down a name 
of a suspect, it was linked to a lottery 
VIP account that Shields created in 
2015. A phone number she used on 
the account was the same one used 
to make some of the threatening calls.
“It’s circumstantial but it’s pretty 

potent,” he said.

Shields

Pa. Turnpike tolls now cost 6 percent more

Angie’s Diner and Lounge on 
Eisenhower Boulevard recently was 
burglarized for a second time in two 
months, with more than $12,000 taken 
combined in the incidents.
The most recent burglary is believed 

to have taken place at the 1360 Eisen-

hower Blvd. business during the early 
morning hours of Jan. 2. Police report 
that about $6,200 was stolen. Inves-
tigators are assessing surveillance 
evidence gathered from inside the 
business. Police have not yet released 
details about the crime.

The business also was burglarized 
during the early morning hours of Oct. 
23, and $6,300 was reported stolen.
Police said no evidence of forced 

entry was found in either incident.
Investigators ask anyone with infor-

mation to call them at 717-939-0463.

$12,000 stolen during 2 burglaries at restaurant
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ELVIS

those guys and they went flying down 
through the field. From that second on, 
Elvis was a good old boy.”

Special treatment?
Rowe recalled a few personal encoun-

ters that he had with Presley. The girls 
coming to the post was so constant that 
one time Rowe said to Elvis, “Why 
don’t you take some of the girls out 
for a date some evening?”
“He said, ‘Frank, you can do it, I 

can’t. All they want is a baby,’” Rowe 
recalls Presley telling him.
Presley pulled his weight like any 

other soldier, but he wasn’t always 
treated like every other soldier — even 
by the normally tough-as-nails drill 
sergeants.
One time Rowe, Presley and the other 

soldiers were all out on bivouac wait-
ing on the truck to bring chow. The 
mess truck came in, everybody ate, and 
Rowe was sitting there with Presley.
“Elvis got up and walked away and 

left his rifle laying there,” Rowe said. 
“I picked it up and I was going to give 
it to him when one of the drill sergeants 
said, ‘Rowe, I’ll take care of that,’ and 
he (the drill sergeant) said ‘Elvis, you 
forgot your rifle.’”
“That doesn’t happen very often,” 

Rowe said with a laugh. “You’d be 
doing push-ups and sit-ups and yelled 
at and cleaning it for a year.”
After basic training, Rowe and Pres-

ley were both on the same ship heading 
for overseas service in Germany. 
Rowe said Presley wasn’t allowed 

to sing in public on the ship, because 
somebody would try to record him 
and make money off of it. But one day 
on the voyage he was playing piano.
“You couldn’t get near (him). The 

room was packed. You could hear 
him play, but you couldn’t see him,” 
Rowe said.
The military is often tight-lipped 

about troop movements, but when 
the ship arrived in port with Elvis, 
the Fräuleins already knew he would 
be there.
Crowds of them were at the dock 

waiting with flowers. They descended 
on the first guy who got off the ship, 
only to find that he wasn’t Elvis. The 
solders debarked in alphabetical order, 
so the girls had to wait until it was 
Presley’s turn, Rowe said.
Presley went to Friedberg, and Rowe 

was sent elsewhere in Germany to be 
a tanker. 
Rowe never saw The King again, and 

they didn’t keep in touch.

After the service
Presley served on active duty until 

March 1960, and was discharged from 
the Army Reserve in March 1964.
Rowe made sergeant in two years, but 

got out of the Army and returned to 
Hawley. It didn’t take long before he 
realized that he liked Army life better. 
He was back in within a month, at the 
same pay grade. 
Rowe made the Army a career, spend-

ing 20 years. He did a tour in Vietnam 
from 1969 to 1970.
In 1973, the Army transferred Rowe 

to Fort Indiantown Gap, which is how 

he ended up in Hershey. Rowe started 
the pet supply business the same year 
along with his son, Dan Rowe. 
The business eventually got too big 

for the Hershey location. Dan’s wife 
Debbie went on the Internet and the 
search led to Frank Rowe acquiring 
the former post office on Union Street 
and moving the business there, where 
it remains today.
Frank is just part of a proud military 

tradition in the family. Frank’s father 
fought in France in World War I. Dan is 
retired from the Air Force, and Debbie 

spent 10 years in the Air Force.

Changes in Vietnam
In February 2016, Frank and Dan 

took a cruise to Vietnam, spending 
time in Saigon and stopping at four 
other ports in the country.
The changes that Frank saw in the 

country since he was there amazed 
him.
“There are 7-Eleven stores all over 

Saigon,” he said. “The young people 
are modern as all get out.”
Dan said that his father talks about 

being in basic training with Elvis “all 
the time.”
Frank said he likes Elvis’s music, but 

he never went to see him in concert. 
He’s never even gone to Graceland, 
although Frank said he’s traveled to 
every continent of the globe and set 
foot in at least 100 countries.
In a rather amazing coincidence, Dan 

said that his mother — Janice Johnson, 
who is divorced from Frank — was 
born on the same day, and in the same 
year, as — Elvis Presley.

Contributed photo
Elvis Presley signed this photo of himself at basic training for Frank Rowe.

Continued From Page One

the new parking restrictions.
The borough would not charge a fee 

for such a permit. However, a “limited 
number” of the parking permits would 
be available.
Right now, most parking tickets in 

the downtown come from parking in 
spaces during times designated for 
street sweeping, or parking too long 
in areas that have a time limit, usually 
30 minutes, said Public Works Director 

Greg Wilsbach.
The proposed ordinance would add 

new restrictions and limits. In other 
cases, time limits already on the books 
are being shortened to make them 
“more business friendly” to increase 
turnover in the spaces, Wilsbach said. 
The ordinance chiefly targets what is 
referred to as the downtown parking 
district, an area that includes the fol-
lowing:
• The south side of Brown Street 

just east of South Union Street to 

Pine Street.
• The north side of Brown from Pine 

to Union.
• Both sides of Poplar Street from 

Brown to Mill Street.
• Both sides of Mill Street from Union 

to Poplar.
Several downtown business owners 

long have complained to council to 
take some kind of action regarding 
parking. Councilor Robert Reid has 
taken the lead role on council in push-
ing for the changes.

The complaints 
have focused 
on commuters 
whom business 
owners say use 
the Amtrak train 
station on Mill 
Street and leave 
their vehicle in 
the same spot for 
days at a time.
Instead, these 

spots should be turning over on a regu-
lar basis for customers of downtown 
businesses, these owners say.

The downtown permits will be similar 
to the permit parking program that the 
borough established in the Grandview 
neighborhood several years ago, said 
borough Public Works Director Greg 
Wilsbach.
Council established the Grandview 

program in response to complaints 
from residents that they could not find 
on-street parking due to the spaces be-
ing taken up by the rising number of 
students attending nearby Penn State 
Harrisburg.
Wilsbach said he expects that down-

town residents and businesses can start 

applying to the borough for the parking 
permits as soon as council gives final 
approval to the ordinance.
The borough will need to put up new 

signs in order to enforce the ordinance. 
The new signs should be up within 
about a month of final passage of the 
ordinance, Wilsbach said.
Come warmer weather, the borough 

also hopes to get to work on repainting 
the yellow curbing in the downtown 
that can also aid in enforcement.
However, Wilsbach said that the new 

provisions will become enforceable 
once the new signs are up.

PARKING

Baseball and softball 
registration in township
 Lower Swatara Township 

Athletic Association will hold 
its 2017 registration for youth 
baseball (open to Lower Swata-
ra Township and Highspire 
residents only), teener baseball, 
girls slow pitch softball (open 
to Middletown Area School 
District and Highspire residents 
only), and girls fast pitch soft-
ball (open to Lower Swatara 
residents only), at the Lower 
Swatara Township Building, 
1499 Spring Garden Drive, 
Middletown, on Saturday, 
Jan. 14 from 9 a.m. to noon; 
and Saturday, Jan. 21 from 1 
to 4 p.m. 
 Online registration ends 

Feb. 5. 
Contact president@lstaa.org 

or call 717-574-0536 with any 
questions.

•••••

Christmas tree disposal
slated for Middletown
Middletown residents only: 

Christmas trees can be disposed 
of at the borough’s Woody 
Waste Recycling facility on 
Monday through Friday, Jan. 
3 to Jan. 13, between 7 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. 
All other days and times will 

require an access card.

•••••

Blue & Gold Club sets 
fundraiser dinner/dance
 The Blue & Gold Club 

Fundraiser Dinner and Dance, 
to support Middletown Area 
School District student pro-
grams, is scheduled for 6 to 
10 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 21 at 
the Middletown American 
Legion Post 594, 137 E. High 
St., Middletown.
For ticket purchases and infor-

mation, call Larry Etter at 717-
944-3123 or the MASD athletic 
director at 717-948-3333. 
Ticket sales will be done in 

advance only. 

•••••

Middletown Swim Club 
meeting is Monday
 The Middletown Swim Club 

annual meeting for all members 
will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, 
Jan. 16  at the American Legion, 
High Street, Middletown.
 Anyone interested in running 

for an open board position 
should contact Beth Miller-
Lopez at 717-580-8885. 
Absentee ballots will not be 

accepted.

•••••

Winter Fling to be held 
in Hummelstown
 The third annual Winter Fling 

will be held in downtown Hum-
melstown from 7 to 10 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 27. 
There will be a block party 

atmosphere with music, food, 
ice sculptures, wine tasting and 
children’s activities.
 On Saturday, Jan. 28, at Nye 

Elementary School from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m., there will be 
cupcake wars, face painting, a 
magician, balloon twister, golf 
shootout, and a BBQ cookoff 
featuring celebrity judge Al 
Gnoza.

•••••

Low-cost vaccine clinic 
scheduled for cats, dogs
 Steelton Community Cats is 

sponsoring a low-cost vaccine 
clinic for cats and dogs on Jan. 
7 and Feb. 11, both Saturdays, 
at Steelton Community Cats, 1 
N. Front St., Steelton. 
Registration is at 9:30 a.m. 

Clinic hours are 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. For more information, call 
717-877-4146.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Council President Ben Kapenstein’s 
announcement of plans to hold a pub-
lic meeting on police regionalization 
sparked a mini-debate at borough 
council’s Jan. 3 meeting. 
The discussion was among Rachelle 

Reid, a former borough councilor, 
Kapenstein and Mayor James H. 
Curry III.
 Reid said that police regionalization 

has been explored many times in the 
past, but it “never goes through.”
 The reasons mostly have to do with 

the differences between boroughs and 
townships, and unequal rates of pay 
among the police officers of the mu-
nicipalities involved, Reid contended.
However, Curry and Kapenstein both 

said that the level of discussion so 
far between Middletown and Lower 
Swatara has gotten nowhere near the 
degree of detail necessary to address 
the issues being raised by Reid.
“There are a million details, but big-

picture wise if we can find a way to 
keep the same or better level of service 
for the same or a discounted cost — if 
we can save money and keep the same 
or get a better level of service — then 
it is something that we have a fiduciary 
responsibility to explore, in my opin-
ion,” Kapenstein said.
Curry said that the recent discussions 

with Lower Swatara have been noth-
ing more than to see if the township is 
interested in pursuing the idea.
“It would be irresponsible not to 

explore, I don’t care how many times 
it has been talked about in the past,” 

Curry said. “It is something that can 
be beneficial if it is done the right 
way. Obviously, I would never sign 
off or agree to something if the level 
of service was not going to be what 
we have now or better, and there has 
to be a benefit in terms of financial.”
The mayor said he thinks the reason 

why regionalization efforts have failed 
in the past is that officials bite off more 
than they can chew.
“When you are trying to take six mu-

nicipalities and shove them together 
in a region, that has never seemed to 
work,” Curry said. “I don’t think it’s 
going to be feasible with so many 
municipalities at the same time. You 
have to start on a small basis, in my 
opinion.”
Reid asked her uncle — longtime 

Middletown mayor and now borough 

Councilor Robert Reid — for his views 
on police regionalization.
 Robert Reid acknowledged that he 

had opposed past police regionaliza-
tion efforts involving Middletown, but 
that “I think we are in a different era 
today than when I was mayor.”
First of all, Reid wanted Middle-

town’s chief to be the regional chief. 
Second, Reid said it seemed to him at 
the time that Lower Swatara would get 
more police coverage under regional-
ization than Middletown.
Now he’s not so sure, Reid said, point-

ing to how coverage has worked under 
a regional police force in York County.
“Evidently, all the communities in-

volved are getting the same amount of 
patrolling, so that is out of the question. 
That is one of the reasons why today I 
look at regionalization from a different 

viewpoint,” Reid said.
 That answer did not satisfy Rach-

elle, who contended that Middletown 
residents would not have “adequate” 
coverage under a regional police ar-
rangement.
 Curry wondered how it is possible 

for Reid to reach such a conclusion at 
this early stage of the game.
“That’s something that we didn’t 

even get into,” the mayor said. “To say 
that you don’t think there is going to 
be adequate (coverage), I’m not sure 
how you can come up with that. I can’t 
come up with that because we haven’t 
even gotten to that point.”
 Kapenstein said that the issues Reid 

was raising are all good questions, and 
he encouraged her to bring them up 
again at the upcoming public meeting.

portunities with Hershey. 
“When I got down here, I was just 

trying to find different ways to make 
myself useful,” he said, including 
working as a substitute teacher and 
a personal trainer. “When I heard 
about this position, it just fit with my 
skill set.”
On Dec. 6, Chief John Bey resigned 

effective Dec. 30. Curry has been in 
charge of the day-to-day operations 
of the department since then. He said 
the mayor can appoint an interim chief 
without council approval.
“I’m told that the borough has a bit 

of a narcotics problem. I’ll focus a 
little on that and see what can be done 
about that,” Mouchette said after being 
sworn in. “Like the mayor said, I’m 
just going to hold the fort down and 
make improvements where I can.”
Mouchette will be an interim chief 

until a final decision is made on re-
gionalization of police forces with 
Lower Swatara Township or poten-
tially a contract for services with that 
department. Curry said there was no 
time frame on that decision, but it is 
something he said the borough should 
not rush into.
“People have been trying to do this 

for 25 years. I have no idea what the 
correct answer to that question is. 
All I can say is, if an agreement is 
reached that gives this community 
and the community we are hopefully 
partnering with the same or better level 
of service and it cuts costs, we’ll do it. 
If it’s not, then I’m not even touching 
it,” Curry said. 

Craving Kuppy’s
Mouchette said he learned a lot about 

Middletown from its most famous 
eatery — Kuppy’s, which he says has 
the best bacon he’s ever had in his life.
The first time he was there, he said, he 

ordered bacon and eggs, no potatoes, 
with extra toast. 
“I went back there a couple of days 

later because I had to get some more 
of that bacon. (Owner Greg Kupp) 

actually remembered what I ordered 
the first time. And I said, ‘I guess this 
is my regular.’ He said, ‘This is your 
regular.’ So now when I go in there, 
he’s like, ‘Do you want your regular?’ 
‘I want my regular.’ I’ve never been in 
a place where I had a regular. In New 
York, everything is so impersonal. 
Nobody knows you. I walk into a 
restaurant, I can go there every day, 
nobody really knows what I want. I 
walk into Kuppy’s twice and he knows 
exactly what I want. That’s what this 
place is all about.”
Mouchette was a first-grade detective 

for the NYPD. He said the department 
has about 8,500 detectives, and only 
about 300 make it up to first-grade 
detective.
He said he did not have supervisory 

authority in that job. 
“But you don’t have to have the 

authority to be a leader. Detectives 
in my unit all followed me, and I was 
given a lot of latitude because of my 
leadership skills to design operations 
and assign people to what they should 
be doing,” he said.
Curry said he interviewed four in-

ternal candidates and three external 
candidates for the interim job. The 
position was offered to Sgt. Richard 
Hiester, a 26-year veteran of the force, 
Curry said, but an agreement could not 
be reached. Hiester last week officially 
notified the borough that he would be 
retiring — effective Friday, Dec. 30, 
the same day as Bey.
Curry said he asked Bey for recom-

mendations on an interim chief. Bey 
recommended Hiester as an internal 
candidate and Mouchette as an exter-
nal one. With input from council, he 
said, he pursued Hiester, but when it 
was clear he couldn’t reach an agree-
ment with him, he pursued Mouchette, 
who Bey had considered a year ago 
for a deputy chief position that never 
materialized.

From NYC to Middletown
Mouchette said moving from the 

largest city in the United States to 
Middletown’s force will be a smooth 
transition.

“Being here two years, I’ve realized 
that everything that happens in New 
York happens in rural America. It just 
happens a lot more in New York. So if 
you have a population of 50,000, you 
might get one domestic dispute. In 
New York, there’s 8 million, so you’d 
get 20 of them. But it’s the same. A 
domestic dispute in New York is the 
same as a domestic dispute in Middle-
town. So I think my skill set is just 
having the volume of experience that 
some other officers in rural America 
might not,” he said.
The focus in his career has been 

Internal Affairs and narcotics, so he 
has done all types of investigations, 
including state and federal.
Curry said talks about regionaliza-

tion will move forward with public 
meetings. 
Council President Ben Kapenstein 

and Curry recently met with Lower 
Swatara Township officials, including 
Commission President Jon Wilt and 
Frank Williamson, the township’s pub-
lic safety director/assistant manager. 
Kapenstein described the meeting as 
“positive” but that “nothing detailed” 
was discussed.
“Our goal was to pick the best candi-

date for what we need right now. We 
need an interim chief right now to man 
the ship as we look at the regionaliza-
tion effort,” Curry said. “Do I think 
George would make a great full-time 
chief? Absolutely. But that’s not what 
we’re looking for right now. So if the 
regionalization efforts for some reason 
are not fruitful, then we would have 
to go through the proper process of 
hiring a full-time chief. That would 
include advertising, that would include 
the Civil Service Commission, that 
would include all those protocols that 
are necessary to make a permanent 
employment.”
Nothing of significant substance was 

discussed with Lower Swatara offi-
cials, Curry said, other than whether 
discussions should continue.
“For the public’s sake, there is nothing 

set in stone at all,” Curry said. “I know 
there’s been a lot of chatter about this. 
There has been one meeting where we 

said, ‘Hi, how are you. Would you be 
interested in talking about this.’ ‘Yes 
we are.’”

About Mouchette
Mouchette has a bachelor’s degree 

in criminal justice from the John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice in New 
York City. 
He also is a blackbelt in shotokan 

karate, chang shou kung fu and muy 
thai kickboxing, and is proficient in 
Brazilian jiu-jitsu, judo, Japanese 
jiu-jitsu, aki jiu-jitsu and kali.
“Being in Internal Affairs I think is a 

huge benefit,” Curry said. “I’m not say-

ing that our officers are doing anything 
wrong or inappropriate. But I’m just 
saying in terms of his experience, he 
knows what to expect of a professional 
police force and people who have the 
utmost standards of professionalism.”
He will make $28.85 an hour, which 

would be $60,000 a year. He will not 
receive benefits or a pension or be eli-
gible for 401(k). Curry said Bey made 
more than $80,000 at the time he left.
For now, Mouchette is ready to get 

started.
“I want to thank the mayor for giving 

me this opportunity,” he said. “I’ll do 
the best I can.”

INTERIM
Continued From Page One

Level of service regional police would provide questioned at meeting

Lower Swatara officials: Early 
talks are about contracting 
for police by Middletown
By David Barr
davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

Talks between Lower Swatara 
Township and Middletown about 
combining their police forces are 
still in the “preliminary stages”, ac-
cording to Lower Swatara Board of 
Commissioners President Jon Wilt.
Wilt said that there have been no 

discussions on regionalizing the 
two forces, only talks about contract 
services have occurred. He added 
that there has only been “one real 
serious discussion” and “everything 
is yet to be determined.”
“There’s nothing really to say,” 

Wilt said.
Public Safety Director Frank Wil-

liamson compared talks to sticking 
a toe in the water, saying that both 
sides have been “just getting a feel” 
for the option.
“It’s been nothing more than, 

‘Hey would you like to have some 
meetings on this?” Williamson said.
Williamson added that if talks 

were to escalate and plans were to 
start coming together, it would be 
a year at least until everything was 
finalized, and if a plan was struck, 

it would be a five-year agreement. 
Due to the length of the contract, 
both sides don’t want to rush into 
anything.
Williamson said he supports the 

idea of buying the amount of police 
coverage for the time a community 
wants it, but he worries about the 
effect such a move would have on 
Lower Swatara should something 
arise, as he doesn’t want to take 
away from the current services 
Lower Swatara offers its residents.
As of now, Lower Swatara has 14 

sworn officers on the force, with 
three sergeants. Each sergeant has 
two officers under them and once 
the two criminal investigators are 
promoted, there will be three offi-
cers for each of the three sergeants.
Some of the positives that could 

come from a combined department 
would be a larger agency, which 
would allow for more promotional 
opportunities and more training, 
which would allow for a better-
trained agency. All of that would 
result in more consistent policing 
policies, which according to Wil-
liamson, is “a big positive for our 
residents.”

Continued From Page One

Wilsbach
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Sports 
By Larry Etter
Press And Journal Staff 

The new year started off great for the Middle-
town boys basketball team as the Blue Raiders 
won their sixth straight game with an impres-
sive 83-67 victory over visiting Camp Hill on 
Tuesday, Jan. 3.
But the unbeaten string was broken Wednes-

day in a non-league loss at Spring Grove. The 
Raiders suffered another setback Friday at 
Trinity to slip to 6-2.
With head coach Chris Sattele missing the 

first two games because of illness, the Raiders 
were led by assistant coaches Matt Klinefelter, 
Dave Coffey and Aaron Lupia. They turned 
in a good start-to-finish effort in the win over 
Camp Hill and followed with an exciting but 
tough loss at Spring Grove. Sattele returned 
for the Trinity game, but the host Shamrocks 
simply had too much firepower on their home 
court as they ran their unbeaten record to 10-0.
The Raiders were scheduled for three games 

this week, against West Perry on Tuesday, 
Annville-Cleona on Thursday (both at home) 
and Mifflin County at Lower Dauphin on Sat-
urday, aiming to get back on the winning track.

Middletown 83, Camp Hill 67
Except for a brief time late in the first period, 

the Blue Raiders led the Capital Division 
matchup throughout against the visiting Lions 
on Tuesday. Luke Mrakovich scored a game-
high 24 points, Ryan Hughes added 21 and Tre 
Leach chipped in 15 to lead the Middletown 
offense in the win. 
Camp Hill picked up a combined 51 points 

from Zach Kuntz, Darien Perez and Casey 
Caruso in the loss.

Leach’s foul shot and Chris Plummer’s 
putback gave the Raiders a 3-0 lead to start 
the game. Kuntz’s dunk got the Lions on the 
scoreboard but a triple by Mrakovich 20 sec-
onds later made it a 6-2 lead for the home team.
After Camp Hill rallied to take a 14-13 lead 
later, the Raiders scored the last six points of 
the quarter on goals by Hughes, Tyreer Mills 
and Leach to go back in front 19-14 heading 
into the second stanza. The Middletown squad 
would not trail again in the game.
A 16-13 scoring advantage in the second quar-

ter led the Raiders to a 35-27 lead at halftime. 
Sub Kyle Truesdale assisted on another trey 
by Mrakovich and then added his own goal 
off an offensive rebound to push the Raiders 
to a 31-22 lead with 2:21 left. Michael Mattes’ 
follow with one second left gave the home side 
the 35-27 cushion at the break.
In the third quarter, the Blue Raiders put the 

game away with a 27-16 scoring advantage 
on their way to a commanding 62-43 lead to 
start the final frame. Leach collected nine of 
his points in the period as six players added 
points in the romp. 
The 6-foot-7 Kuntz led the Lions with eight 

points, but the Raiders rebounded well and took 
advantage of several Camp Hill turnovers to 
build on their lead. Hughes, Mills, Chris Plum-
mer, Mrakovich and reserve Kobe Sprecher 
added points in the dominating period.
The Raiders expanded their lead to 65-43 to 

start the final frame and from that point on it 
was simply a matter of maintaining control. 
Camp Hill ended with a slight edge in scoring 
after that, but the big Middletown lead held up 
as the Raiders closed out the victory.

One step forward, two steps back

The Blue Raider wrestlers split a pair 
of meets last week.
Middletown, now 3-1 in the Mid-

Penn Conference Capital Division and 
3-2 overall, will play host to Palmyra at 
7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 11, and travel 
to Annville-Cleona for the Dutchman 
Duals on Saturday, Jan. 14.

Lower Dauphin 35, 
Middletown 25

On Jan. 4, the Middletown varsity 
wrestling team visited Lower Dau-
phin (2-1). 
Action started at 160 pounds, where 

Middletown senior Abel Botterbusch 
would give Middletown an early 6-0 
lead by pinning LD senior David 
DeNotaris.
LD would quickly gain the momen-

tum and a 24-6 lead by scoring wins 
in the next six weight classes. At 170 
pounds LD’s Etwarth Bernal-Noriega 
would score a 7-0 win over Middle-
town’s Wyatt Smith. At 182 pounds, 
Zach Souders would drop a close 5-2 
match against LD’s Gannon Ulrey. At 
195 and 220 pounds, LD earned back-
to-back pins with LD Junior Brendan 
Shaffer defeating Middletown fresh-
man Quincy Reinnagel and LD senior 
Hunter Harnish defeating Middletown 
sophomore Ethan Miller. 
LD also would earn wins at 285 and 

106 with Kyler Wuestner defeating 
Tariq Potter 7-0 and Jacob Vale defeat-
ing Luke Fegley 6-1. 
With the team score now at 24-6 

in favor of LD, Middletown would 
respond by winning the next five 
matches and taking a 25-24 lead. Ryan 
Berstler scored a 10-2 major decision 
win over LD’s Sean Donnelly at 113 
pounds. Middletown freshman Mason 
Stoltzfus pinned LD’s Carlos Merced 
at 120. At 126 pounds, Logan Stoltzfus 
defeated LD’s Tyler Walters by a score 
of 7-3. Middletown sophomore Nate 

Brady would earn a 10-4 win over 
senior Cody Wagner at 132. At 138 
pounds Middletown junior Devin 
Martin would earn an impressive 9-6 

Raider wrestlers split with LD, Trinity

Photo by Debbie Spear

At 132 pounds, Middletown’s Nate Brady earned a 9-3 win over Daniel Kosinski on Thursday, Jan. 5.

Like the Blue Raiders boys basketball team, 
the girls won one and lost two in action last 
week.
The team stands at 4-8 on the season and 1-3 

in the Mid-Penn Conference Capital Division.
The team visited West Perry on Tuesday, 

Jan. 10. It will travel to Annville-Cleona on 
Thursday, Jan. 12, and then go to Milton Her-

shey on Tuesday, Jan. 17. Both those games 
are at 7:30 p.m.

Camp Hill 64, Middletown 53
Camp Hill jumped out to a 26-13 lead after 

one quarter and Middletown couldn’t recover 
in a 64-53 loss on Tuesday, Jan. 3.
Three Blue Raiders scored in double digits. 

Bianca Jasper, fresh off scoring her 1,000th 
career point the week before, led the way with 
18. Katie Fitzpatrick added 15, and Makalia 
Nester had 10.
Middletown outscored Camp Hill in quarters 

two through four, but it wasn’t enough to 

Photo by Debbie Spear

Zach Dailey came from behind to earn an exciting third-period pin over 
Trinity’s Brian Bodle at 152 pounds on Thursday, Jan. 5.

Please See WRESTLE, Page B2

Photo by Donald Graham

All five Middletown Blue Raiders go after the ball vs. Donegal on Jan. 4. No. 1 is Bianca Jasper, 2 is Makaila Nester, 3 is Jordyn 
Dupes, 4 is Katie Fitzpatrick, and 5 is Jocilyn Koser.

Same story for Blue Raider girls: 1-2 for week

Please See GIRLS, Page B2Please See BOYS, Page B2

Middletown boys suffer first two 
losses of the basketball season

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk
KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 1/10/16 – 1/16/16

USDA CHOICE WHOLE

NEW YORK STRIPS 499
lb.

12 LB AVG

FRESH ALL NATURAL
CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS39¢

lb.

MUST BUY 10 LBS

399
lb.

USDA CHOICE CENTER CUT
BONELESS CHUCK ROASTS

USDA CHOICE
BONELESS STEAKHOUSE
SIRLOIN STEAKS 449

lb.

31/40CT EZ PEEL 
LARGE SHRIMP

SOLD IN 2LB
BAGS $10.98

549
lb.

FROZEN NORWEGIAN

SALMON PORTIONS

MUST BUY 2 LBS

799
lb.

24PK/16.9OZ

PEPSI 199
ea.

MUST BUY 4

7-8OZ ESSENTIAL
EVERYDAY CHEESE 139

lb.

MUST BUY 4+

FRESH PINT
OF BLUEBERRIES 99¢

ea.

5LB BAG SUNKIST
“SMILES”

CLEMENTINES
399

ea.
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Now - 
Feb. 13

-
Plus 

5 
Weekly 
Winners get frosted

Bouncy Houses
Live Music

Food & Wine

Hoola Hoop Contest
S’mores

Golf/Hockey Shoot-out

Visit us on Facebook!

January 27th & 28th

WINTER
FLING
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REGISTRATION
Lower Swatara Twp. Athletic Association

YOUTH BASEBALL, GIRLS’ SOFTBALL & TEENER BASEBALL

LSTAA Baseball and Softball registration for the 2017 season will be held at 
the Lower Swatara Municipal Building, 1499 Spring Garden Dr., Middletown

ONLINE REGISTRATION OPENS 
ON JANUARY 1ST

For questions, including cost and fundraiser 
options as well as online registration visit www.lstaa.org or call 

JASON WAGNER at 574-0536

Open to all kids living within Lower Swatara Township and Highspire. 
First year players must bring a copy of birth certificate and proof of residency document.

Volunteers for coaching are welcome and may sign up at registration.

• SATURDAY, JANUARY 14 • 9:00 AM-NOON
• SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 • 1:00-4:00 PM

win over LD’s TT Elhajj, and would 
give Middletown the lead with two 
matches remaining. 
The Falcons would prove to be too 

strong for the Blue Raiders with 
Clayton Ulrey scoring a pin over 
Middletown’s Zac Dailey at 145 and 
Christian Vaughn scoring a technical 
fall over Joey Spear to give the Falcons 
their third win of the season.

Middletown 63, Trinity 15
On Jan. 5, the Blue Raiders hosted 

the Trinity Shamrocks. 
Trinity would give up a forfeit to 

Abel Botterbusch at 160 pounds, 
giving Middletown a 6-0 lead. At 

170 pounds Middletown senior Wyatt 
Smith earned an impressive pin over 
Trinity's Christian Cirelli. 
Trinity would give up another forfeit 

to Middletown's Zach Souders at 182 
pounds, bringing the Middletown lead 
to 18-0. 
Trinity would respond by winning 

the next three matches and earning 
their only points of the evening. At 
195, Trinity senior Colten Drawbaugh 
pinned Middletown freshman Quincy 
Reinnagel. At 195, Middletown’s 
Ethan Miller would also lose by pin 
at the hands of Trinity's Colby Rigg. 
At 285 pounds, Trinity’s Maximus 
McMurray would get the better of 
Tariq Potter by a score of 7-1.
With the team score now at 18-15, 

the Blue Raiders would pull away to 
a 63-15 win. 
Blue Raiders Luke Fegley (106), 

Ryan Berstler (113), Mason Stoltzfus 
(120) and Logan Stoltzfus (126) would 
each earn wins by forfeit. bringing the 
team score to 42-15.
At 132 pounds, Middletown’s Nate 

Brady would earn a 9-3 win over 
Daniel Kosinski. Middletown's Devin 
Martin would receive another forfeit 
at 138 pounds, pulling the Blue Raider 
lead to 51-15. Middletown would seal 
the victory in impressive fashion with 
freshman Joey Spear pinning Derek 
Borza at 145 and Zach Dailey com-
ing from behind to earn an exciting 
third-period pin over Brian Bodle at 
152 pounds.

Spring Grove 79,  
Middletown 77

The Blue Raiders ran into a good 
Spring Grove team on Wednesday 
in York County and fell victim to the 
Rockets, who were led by Eli Brooks, 
a phenomenal player who scored 39 
points in the win.
The Blue Raiders trailed throughout 

the game and found themselves on 
the short end of a 55-41 score early in 
the final period. But the Middletown 
side, led by an outstanding effort by 
Plummer on both ends of the court, 
rallied in the game’s last seven minutes 
and had a chance to win in the final 
seconds. A last-second shot by Hughes 
just missed the mark and the Rockets 
held on for the win. 
Brooks, limited to seven points in the 

first half, exploded for 15 points in the 
third quarter and 17 in the fourth to 
keep the Rockets ahead as the Blue 
Raiders tried to rally. 
A slow start pushed the Raiders into 

an early 6-0 hole and the first period 
ended with the Middletown side down 
17-11. 
Games in York County have not been 

the best for Raider teams in the past, 
and this one showed all the signs of 
yet another difficult road trip.
As they tried to adjust to the way the 

game was being called, the Blue Raid-
ers struggled on both ends of the court. 
Hughes scored six of his 17 points 
in the second stanza, but the Raiders 
registered just 10 total in the 8-minute 
span. Fortunately, the Middletown 
defense did a good job keeping the 
Rockets in check as well, and the first 
half ended with Spring Grove holding 
onto a 27-21 lead.
Leach closed the gap to 27-23 to start 

the second half, but Spring Grove 
answered with a triple by Jake Messer-

smith. The Raiders pulled closer again 
on back-to-back goals by Leach and 
Hughes and then pared the lead to two, 
39-37, on Mrakovich’s pullup jumper 
with 3:25 left in the third quarter. But 
Brooks collected 11 of his points in the 
last two minutes to spot the Rockets 
a 51-41 advantage heading into the 
last period.
After the Rockets opened up the final 

quarter with a 4-0 run, it appeared as 
if the Raiders were done. But Plum-
mer and his teammates were not ready 
to quit, even though their hosts had 
climbed up to a 59-47 lead with six 
minutes left. The Raiders defended 
well the rest of the way and the offense 
staged a terrific rally that chipped away 
at the Spring Grove lead. Hughes, 
Plummer, Truesdale and Leach con-
verted chances on the offensive end 
and cut the Rockets’ lead to six, 69-63, 
with 2:56 left. Brooks, getting help 
after Leach had fouled out with 2:08 
on the clock, scored five straight for 
the Rockets to push the lead back up 
to 74-63 with 1:40 left.
Still, the Blue Raiders would not fold. 

Mrakovich drilled a triple at 1:01 and 
Hughes followed a pair of missed foul 
shots by the Rockets with a driving la-
yup with 45 seconds to go. Two missed 
free throws by Brooks left the door 
open, and the Raiders took advantage 
with another trey by Mrakovich with 
26 seconds on the clock.
After Brooks made one of two free 

throws, Hughes drove to the hoop 
and cut the lead to 79-77 with eight 
seconds left.
Another pair of missed foul shots 

by the Rockets gave the Blue Raid-
ers one last chance to pull out either 
a tie or a win. 
But Hughes’ off-balance jumper with 

the clock winding down hit the side of 
the rim instead, denying the Raiders 
the successful rally.

Trinity 66, Middletown 47
It has been quite some time since 

the Blue Raiders last recorded a vic-
tory on Trinity’s home court, and this 
much-anticipated Capital Division 
showdown ended like so many oth-
ers as the Shamrocks turned away 
the Middletown side once again in a 
66-47 win. 
Austin Gilbertson and Timmy Ed-

wards teamed for 44 points and the 
Shamrocks outscored the Raiders in 
three of the four quarters to secure 
the win.
The teams each registered 12 points in 

the third period. Plummer collected 13 
points and Hughes added 12 in the loss.
Unbeaten Trinity got off to a typical 

fast start with an early 5-0 lead that 
grew to 9-2 midway through the open-
ing period. The first quarter ended with 
the Shamrocks in control at 21-10.
The Blue Raiders, led by Plum-

mer’s eight points, registered 17 in 
the second period but Trinity, behind 
Gilbertson’s eight, scored 19 on its 
way to a 40-27 halftime lead. The 
Shamrocks held the 13-point spread 
by the end of the third quarter as the 
teams each collected a dozen markers.
The Raiders did not have one turnover 
in the segment but shot just 5 for 15 
from the floor.
After Trinity’s Jack Bucher opened up 

the final frame with back-to-back bas-
kets, Hughes and Mrakovich scored 
five straight to give the Raiders a lift. 
But, after cutting Trinity’s lead to 56-
44 in the run, the Middletown side went 
scoreless over the next three minutes 
as the Shamrocks padded their lead.
Down 63-44 with 2:57 left, the 

Raiders picked up a pair of points on 
a driving layup by Sprecher. But that 
ended the Middletown scoring for the 
night. The Raiders hurt themselves at 
the foul line, making just 4 of 17 free 
throws in the game. 

BOYS
Continued From Page B1

overcome the 13-point deficit.
Diamond Bragg scored 24 points 

for Camp Hill.

Middletown 60, Donegal 55
Two Blue Raiders reached the 

20-point mark in a 60-55 home win 
Wednesday, Jan. 4 vs. Donegal.
Bianca Jasper had 24 and Katie Fitz-

patrick added 20 to lead Middletown.
The home team trailed by a point 

entering the fourth period but out-
scored the visitors 17-11 to secure 
the win.
Makaila Nester added nine points.

Trinity 40, Middletown 36
Katie Fitzpatrick continued to be a 

standout for the Blue Raiders, scoring 
almost half her team’s points in a 40-

36 loss to Trinity on Friday, Jan. 6.
Fitzpatrick had 15 as Trinity held 

Bianca Jasper to just four points.
The game was tied at 26 heading into 

the fourth quarter, but the Shamrocks 
outscored the Blue Raiders 14-10 in 
the final period.
Makaila Nester had six points, all 

on three-pointers, and so did Jocilyn 
Koser, who also hit two three-point-
ers. Jaelynn Keller added five points.

WRESTLE
Continued From Page B1

GIRLS
Continued From Page B1

The Lower Dauphin boys basketball 
team split a pair of games last week 
and stand at 6-4 overall and 3-3 in 
the Mid-Penn Conference Keystone 
Division.
The team played host to Palmyra on 

Tuesday, Jan. 10, and will welcome 
Red Land at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 13 
before traveling to Hershey at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday.

Lower Dauphin 63,  
Cedar Cliff 55

Brady Wilson scored 19, including 
two three-pointers, and Will Bowen 
added 12 in the road win on Tuesday, 
Jan. 3.
Jackson Becher scored 10.
A 21-10 edge in the second quarter 

was the difference in the game.

Mechanicsburg 39, 
Lower Dauphin 32

Lower Dauphin scored 16 points in 
the first three quarters combined and 
then exploded for 16 in the fourth 

quarter alone, but it wasn’t enough 
to beat the homestanding Mechan-
icsburg squad.
The Falcons shut out Mechanics-

burg in the third quarter but scored 
only five points themselves. 
Mechanicsburg had 20 points for the 

game going into the fourth quarter, 
but scored 19 in the fourth to seal 
the win.
Brady Wilson had 15 for Lower 

Dauphin. 
Will Bowen added eight.

The Lower Dauphin girls basketball 
team split two games last week and 
have a record of 8-3 on the season 
and 5-1 in the Mid-Penn Conference 
Keystone Division.
The Falcons lost to visiting Cedar 

Cliff on Tuesday, Jan. 3. The home 
team outscored the visitors 9-2 in 
the first quarter but only scored 12 
points in the second half to 26 for 
Cedar Cliff.
Amber Schweiger had 14 for Lower 

Dauphin. 
Lower Dauphin beat Mechanics-

burg 35-24 on Friday, Jan. 6.
Amber Schweiger led the way again 

with 13 points for Lower Dauphin. 
Paulina Malinen added 11.

LD girls beat Mechanicsburg, fall to Cedar Cliff

Falcon boys split games, stand at 6-4 on season

Photo by Donald Graham

Makaila Nester drives from the outside for a shot vs. Trinity.

 The Middletown varsity bowling 
team lost both games to Mechanics-
burg on Thursday night at ABC East 
Lanes. Their season record stands at 

seven wins and 11 losses. 
Cody Brunner was high on the team 

with a  250 game and a 195 game for 
a two-game set of 445.

Mitch Carson rolled a 214 game.
Other members that have bowled on 

varsity are Caleb Orner, Logan Dibert, 
Mason Davis and Justin Srogota.

MAHS bowling drops matches to Mechanicsburg
Photo by Donald Graham

Mitch Carson rolled a 214 game last Thursday vs. Mechanicsburg at ABC East Lanes.

Harrisburg (TRANSFER CENTER) TO 
Penn State & Middletown (MAIN & VINE STREETS)

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE MONDAY - FRIDAY

Penn State & Middletown (MAIN & VINE STREETS) 
TO Harrisburg (TRANSFER CENTER)

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE MONDAY - FRIDAYWEEKDAY SCHEDULE MONDAY - FRIDAY WEEKDAY SCHEDULE MONDAY - FRIDAY
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Monthly Zone 1 Pass: $49 (in Middletown/PSU Campus & from Harrisburg to PSU Campus)
15% DISCOUNT IF PURCHASED AT PSU BOOKSTORE WITH STUDENT ID

**ONE-WAY CASH FARE: $1.75 in Middletown & to and from Harrisburg**
All buses equipped with wi-fi & bike racks

Information: (717) 238-8304 www.CATtransit.com

Capital Area Transit

CAT Route 7
Take CAT to Class!



Hello, folks! I am counting days until 
spring, glorious spring! Whoa! We 
have 68 days until Monday, March 
20. I think it is too early to count days 
… we have nine weeks and five days, 
until spring. I think we need to focus 
on some other things! 
There are lots of things to do and 

enjoy during the deep winter frozen 
time. I have been asking people how 
they enjoy this month, or not, and what 
they do to survive it! Let me know 
your ideas on the matter of embrac-
ing January.
Please email or call with your sugges-

tions. Feel free to share recipes, family 
news or fun ideas. Enjoy your week! 

Birthdays
Happy belated birthday to Safia 

Aman of Lower Swatara. This sweet 
girl turned 7 on Jan. 5. I hope she 
celebrates all month to keep January 
bright! 
Happy birthday to Dawn Mattes of 

Lower Swatara on Jan. 11. I hope your 
Wednesday is full of 46 wonderful 
joyful things!
Lauren Rain of Lower Swatara 

marks her 24th razzle-dazzle birthday 
on Wednesday, Jan. 11.
Andrew Yeich of Lower Swatara 

marks his landmark 18th cake day on 
Wednesday, Jan. 11. Congrats! 
Happy brand-new teener birthday 

wishes are sent to Marley Fox of 
Lower Swatara. She turns 13 on 
Thursday, Jan. 14.
Alexandra Fisher of Lower Swatara 

celebrates cake day No. 22 on Jan. 12. 
Enjoy your birthday!
Happy sweet 16 to Kyle Renn! His 

beep-beep day is Thursday, Jan. 12.
Happy quarter-of-a-century birthday 

to Abby Linn. She is 25 on Thursday, 
Jan. 12. Congrats, Abby!
Emily Bortner of Lower Swatara is 

celebrating her last teener birthday on 
Thursday, Jan. 12. Happy 19th, Emily!
Mike Nickel of Lower Swatara will 

hear his birthday song on Friday, Jan. 
13. Enjoy this fun weekend.
Tom Shank of Lower Swatara cel-

ebrates his me-holiday on Friday, Jan. 
13, too. I hope there are 62 great things 
that make your birthday fantastic, Tom.
Katie Zimmerman celebrates her 

confetti-popping day on Saturday, Jan. 
14. I hope there is a delicious cake and 
sweet times all weekend, Katie.
Big news, Caden Hunter of Lower 

Swatara turns into a brand-new-teener 
on Saturday, Jan. 14. Hope your week-
end is amazing, Caden! Happy 13th.
Another teener, Dagan Hughes of 

Lower Swatara, joins the teen-club on 
Jan. 14, too. Best wishes to you Dagan, 
on turning 13! Enjoy your Saturday!
Happy birthday blessings are sent 

to Faith Shonk of Londonderry on 
Monday, Jan. 16. This girl is 12. Enjoy 
your birthday month, Faith! 
Happy birthday balloons are flying 

for Tyna Brinser of Lower Swatara 
on Monday, Jan. 17. Hoping your day 
is bright and sunny, Tyna!
Cathy Farr of Lower Swatara 

observes her rootin’ tootin’ birthday 
on Jan. 17. Enjoy your Tuesday cake 
day, Cathy!
Happy 13th cake and ice cream day to 

Annalise Spagnolo of Lower Swatara 
on Tuesday. Welcome to the teens on 
Jan. 17. Enjoy!  

Dinner is ready 
Middletown Church of God will play 

host to its monthly dinner at 4:30 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 23. The menu: ham 
loaf, scalloped potatoes, veggies and 
desserts. 
The church is located at 245 W. High 

St., Middletown. There is a cost for 
dinner. 

Tradition 
I’m glad it is the Farm Show week,
Although usually the weather is 

bleak.

Mushrooms, milkshakes and sculpted 
butter,
The food is so yummy, I’ll have a 

’nutter. 
When they do sheep to shawl, I must 

say ...
It definitely is my favorite day.
Horse, and pigs, livestock galore ...
It’s the Farm Show, oh, how I adore! 

— SLAP

Sour Cream Marinated 
Chicken Breasts

from Susan Wagner
6 chicken breasts
4 oz sour cream
1/4 c. lemon juice
1 Tbsp Worcestershire sauce
1 tsp paprika
1/4 tsp pepper
1 tsp salt
1 tsp celery salt
bread crumbs, as much as it needs.
1 c. butter, or less if watching calories!
Mix everything except chicken, bread 

crumbs and butter in a large bowl. Put 
chicken in and mix to coat. Cover and 
refrigerate overnight.
Coat chicken with bread crumbs 

and put into Pyrex baking dish. Melt 
butter and pour over chicken. Bake 
at 325 degrees for 1-1/2 hours. Baste 
chicken periodically. 

Attention, Reid students
Students who attend Reid Elementary 

School, grades 1 - 5, are invited to 
attend Good News Club beginning 
on Wednesday, Jan. 18. It starts at 
dismissal time and ends at 4:45 p.m. in 
the LGI room. Permissions slips may 
be picked up by the students or parents 
in the main office of Reid. 
Good News Clubs are a Christian chil-

dren’s ministry and is not sponsored 
or endorsed by the Middletown Area 
School District.
There is no charge. For more informa-

tion, call Brooke Morrison, director, at 
717-652-0372. It is sponsored by Child 
Evangelism Fellowship of Dauphin 
County Inc. 

Supper Time
A baked ham loaf dinner will be 

served at Evangelical United Meth-
odist Church, 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 16. The dinner includes 
an appetizer, sides, roll, beverage and 
dessert. Everyone is invited. For price 
information, call 717-944-6181.

Baseball season
Lower Swatara Township Athletic 

Association announces 2017 registra-
tion for youth baseball (must be 5 by 
Aug. 30, 2017), teener baseball (must 
be ages 13-15 by April 30, 2017) and 
girls slow- and fast-pitch softball (must 
be age 5 by Jan. 1, 2017). In-person 
registration dates are 9 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Jan. 14 and 1 to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 21 at the township building 
on Spring Garden Drive.
Go to www.lstaa.org or call 717 574-

0536 for details. Hurry, the early-bird 
discount is online through Jan. 13.  

Quote of the Week
“Let go of the past so the past can let 

go of you.”       — Anonymous

Question of the Week
What are your favorite winter-time 

activities? 
“I don’t have any. I hate winter.” — 

Greta Conrad, Mechanicsburg.
“Playing in the snow.” — Faith 

Shonk, 12, Londonderry.
“Sled riding.” — Carter Defelice, 

9, Swatara.
“I love to snowboard.” — Steve 

Boyland, Lower Swatara.
“Cooking, especially soup. It is soup 

season in winter, very nurturing.” — 
Jenny Hammer, Hershey. 
“Diving in the snow!” — Safia 

Aman, 7, Lower Swatara.

Proverb  for the Week
An evil man seeks only rebellion, and 

a cruel messenger will be sent against 
him (17:11). 
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156 Years
The Press And Journal

Phone 944-4628, Middletown

Established 1854

136 Years
The Middletown Home

“5 Star Rated Facility” 

Phone 944-3351, Middletown

Established 1874

124 Years
Gingrich Memorials

Phone 944-3441, Middletown

Established 1886 - Calvin Miller Marble & Granite

Established 1900 - Luckenbill Monuments

Established 1952 - Gingrich Memorials

71 Years
Gregory A. Anoia, OD

Phone 944-3201, Middletown

Established 1939

64 Years
Worley & Obetz

Full Service Biofuel & Propane

Phone (800) 697-6891, Manheim

Established 1946

64 Years
Coble-Reber

Funeral Home, LTD.

Phone 944-7413, Middletown

Established 1946

60 Years
Peiffer Plumbing 

& Heating, Inc.

Phone 944-4709, Middletown

Established 1950

55 Years
Henderson Tarp, Inc.

Phone 944-5865, Middletown

Established 195555 Years
Gipe Floor & Wall

Phone 545-6103, Harrisburg

Established 1955

53 Years
ABC East Lanes

Phone 939-9536, Harrisburg

Established 1957

54 Years
Dale A. Sinniger & Son 

Electric

Phone 944-3419, Middletown

Established 1956

53 Years
Elwood’s Service Station

Phone 944-9255, Middletown

Established 1957

50 Years
Corby’s Beverage

Phone 944-5861, Middletown

Established 1960

49 Years
Matinchek & Daughter

Funeral Home

Phone 944-7015, Middletown

Established 1961

44 Years
Penn State Harrisburg

Phone 948-6250, Middletown

Established 1966

40 Years
Alfred’s Victorian Restaurant

Phone 944-5373, Middletown

Established 1970

42 Years
Mylin Messick Real Estate

Phone 985-1021, Middletown

Established 1968

42 Years
Sunset Golf Club

Phone 944-5415, Londonderry Twp.

Established 1968

39 Years
Beaver Homes

Phone 565-1444, Middletown

Established 1971

38 Years
Spagnolo’s TV

Phone 939-5084, Middletown

Established 197239 Years
Noll Financial Services

Phone 939-0968, Lower Swatara Twp.

Established 1971

36 Years
H.W. Wilson Roofing Co. Inc.

Phone 566-5100, Middletown

Established 1974

33 Years
Dr. S.E. Selcher, D.M.D.

Family Dentistry

Phone 944-0426, Middletown

Established 1977

32 Years
Grove Motors

CarQuest

Phone 944-1397, Middletown

Established 1978

31 Years
Renee Burkett Beauty Salon

Phone 944-1667, Middletown

Established 197932 Years
Smith Chiropractic Center

Phone 944-0004, Middletown

Established 1978
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30 Years
Vastine’s Auto Service, Inc.

Phone 944-7154, Middletown

Established 1980

60 Years
K.M. Knight Funeral Home

Phone 939-5602, Highspire

Established 1950

35 Years
The Flower Pot Boutique

Phone 939-1524, Middletown

Established 1975

154 Years
M&T Bank

Phone 944-1301, Middletown

Established 1856

13 Years
Michele Hughes Lutz

Creations With You In Mind

Phone 944-5425, Royalton

Established 1997

3444 Round Top Rd., Elizabethtown

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES

•Tree & Shrubbery Pruning•Tree & Stump Removal
•Fertilization •Cabling

TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial
State Licensed Applicator

 FULLY INSURED
YEAR ’ROUND

24 Hr. Storm Damage Response

533-4458 • 367-3724 

Daniel L. Musser, 
Certifi ed Arborist

Hershey

MEMBER

NATIONAL ARBORIST 
ASSOCIATION
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News in Your 
Neighborhood

LaVonne Ackerman
1438 Old Reliance Road, 717-649-7366 • LaVonneAck@comcast.net

Contributed photo

Students and staff at Lower Dauphin’s Nye Elementary School in Hummelstown collected a “truckload” 
of food and items for the Hummelstown Area Food Bank. Pictured are school counselor Lauren Smith, 
and fourth-graders Cassidy O’Donnell, Ellie DeHart and Mikayla Miller and front row fifth-graders Taylor 
Korczynski, Ainsley Black, Gabriella Smith. The students and Smith organized the items for loading 
from the schoolwide collection.

Lending a helping hand

For 19 years, Penn State Har-
risburg and PenOwl Productions 
Theatre Company have collaborated 
to produce a dramatic presentation 
to commemorate the campus-wide 
celebration of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King national holiday. 
Here is a synopsis of this year’s 

production, “Riveted”: Four African-
American women work for the defense 
industries in World War II while 
working on their lives. Husbands 
must be cared for, children tended 
to, housework done, and the world 
protected. That doesn’t leave much 

time for personal reflection. Yet these 
women do, what women have always 
done, find a natural balance and form 
a bond of sisterhood. 
The play was written by Dr. Dorothy 

E. King, Penn State Harrisburg assis-
tant professor of sociology. Cassandra 
Porter heads the cast.
“Riveted” will be performed at 

noon Monday, Jan. 16 and 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 17 in the Capital Union 
Building of Penn State Harrisburg. It 
is free and open to the public.
For more information and to make a 

reservation, call 717-948-6300.

Submitted photo

Cassandra Porter heads the cast 
of “Riveted,” to be performed at 
Penn State Harrisburg

Martin Luther King Jr. drama at Penn State Hbg.

Stuck in the snow?
Call us 

for a 
tow!

Corner Main and 
Spruce Streets • Middletown

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 
7 AM-6 PM

 SERVICE STATION       
944-4407

ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service 
Corner of Main & Catherine Sts.

Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER

See Us For All Your Automotive Needs
PA STATE 

INSPECTION

Be A Good Neighbor.
Lend A Hand 
If Your Can.
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Should President-
elect Donald Trump 
continue his current 

Twitter strategy after the 
inauguration?

Responses are taken from Facebook and are not edited 
for spelling or grammar.

We are glad to see that the Middletown Borough Council is doing something 
to address parking issues downtown, as well as its codes and zoning challenges.
We hope that visitors here feel like parking is convenient and fair when they 

make their way to the heart of the borough.
As Dan Miller reports on the front page of today’s Press And Journal: The 

proposal — approved by council for advertisement by a 6-0 vote during its Jan. 
3 meeting — would increase from $15 to $30 the fine when a ticket is paid for 
within 48 hours. After 48 hours but before a summons is issued, the fine would 
increase from the current $30 to $60, while the maximum fine for any parking 
violation in the downtown would go from the present $75 up to $150.
Increasing from $15 to $30 the fine when a ticket is paid for within 48 hours 

is still well within reason. There are few ways to get a parking fine in the first 
place. Most violations are for street cleaning and parking too long in areas that 
have time limits for businesses.
We would encourage the borough to post signs to point out that fact that there 

is a large public parking lot behind the borough offices along North Catherine 
Street as well — especially as Tattered Flag is now open with its expanded hours. 
Additionally, the lot behind our offices on South Union Street are open for free 
public parking after 6 p.m. Signage showing parking areas is money well spent.
Parking is one piece of a large puzzle for the borough. Another piece also was 

addressed last week: the hiring of a full-time codes and zoning officer. That 
position has been open for more than a year. Mark Shipkowski is now on board. 
Now that he is, we certainly expect council to update the code ordinance to cre-
ate a board to hear appeals of code violations and, more importantly, address 
blighted properties.
Being a codes and zoning officer can be a thankless job. But it’s key to mak-

ing sure that residents and property owners are adhering to the standards the 
borough has for properties.
We are excited by the fact that, according to council member Diana McGlone, 

the code update would allow the borough to access the powers of Act 90, a 
state law that gives municipalities the “right” to determine that a property is 
blighted, and to then go after the assets of the property owner to compensate the 
borough for any expense involved in cleaning up or even razing the property. 
She targeted Bunky’s restaurant in the first block of South Union Street, the so-
called “leaning house” on Mattis Avenue, and a dilapidated yellow residential 
property at the square. 
Bunky’s would be a great place to start. This is one of the few retail areas left 

in this part of the borough, and it needs to be addressed. 
McGlone put her cards on the table with no uncertainty: “Anybody who has a 

blighted property in this borough is now put on notice — we will be coming.”
Let’s see how it works. But we are hopeful.
We are hopeful because the business association looks like it’s finally getting 

off the ground. We are hopeful because the Middletown Area Historical Society 
received about $10,000 in funding from the borough for signs and markers to 
highlight the history of Middletown. 
When residents and visitors alike drive on our main streets, it’s imperative that 

they feel like the borough is looking good, that problem properties are addressed, 
and that parking is available and the penalties are fair if they violate them. Just 
look at the parking issues Harrisburg has encountered.
There are signs of optimism, even in parking restrictions and zoning enforce-

ment aren’t the most exciting of topics. These improvements are laying the 
groundwork for better things.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION!
/ Press And Journal

Penn State Harrisburg is part  
of the fabric of Middletown area

Dave Miller: What’s the alternative? He is generally in-
capable of communicating anything of substance, mainly 
due to the fact that he has no idea what he’s talking about 
at any given time. 
John L Webster: He has recognized that twitter is a great 

tool to get people to the table. He is able to slice through 
various filters and get messages out faster than any presi-
dent before him. This strategy forces his opponents to react, 
puts adversaries on the defense and immediately starts the 
negotiation. I still think way too few people have read “The 
Art of the Deal” ... he really lays out the blueprint of how 
he “does things” in that book. Opponents of trump Dems 
and Republicans would do themselves a huge favor if they 
studied the man. He is winning because they (GOP & DNC) 
do not understand their opponent.
Linda Daniels Ferree: I’m not a fan of all his twittering.. but 

it seems to work in his favor.. ?? Somehow seems immature 
to me.. but I voted for him (no choice I felt as a Christian) 
and I do not think anyone will change him.
Jim L Fultz: I hope not. Twitter diplomacy is open to wild 

and dangerous interpretation. And are too often not well 
thought out. Notice how many apologies twitters generate.
Anne Hurst: It is what he tweets that is the problem. In-

ternationally confusing.
Shirley Clark: Twitter will get us into war when 140 

characters provokes someone.
JerryAnn Black Brown: No, No, and NO,
Leah Bell: Why not, this is America, his rights
Patrick Frownfelter: strategy?
Lynda Siders Doyle Bosnyak: Sure, why not? It shows 

his intelligence level
Cheryl Crawford Adams: No no no
Holly Pilsitz: No!
Thomas Meise: He will do a lot better after he can read 

from a TelePrompTer like the last presidents before him. 
Then everyone will feel better

What’s a college 
town? Well, the pure 
definition of course 
is some place that 
has a college in it. 
While Middletown 

has a college in it, 
Penn State Harris-
burg, this is a rela-
tively new relationship compared to 
some, so it doesn’t yet feel like what 
you might expect for a college town. 
This is the campus’ 50th anniversary 
year and Middletown was established 
261 years ago. 
I’ve lived in several “college towns” 

that had different feels as they relate 
to the college and the people in town. 
When my husband and I lived in 
East Lansing Michigan, the home of 
Michigan State University, basically 
the town doubled in size when the 
university was in session. I remember 
we’d all say “They’re back” when 
we started to see the increase in car 
traffic and many more people in the 
grocery stores in late August. Other 
places like Baltimore where I lived 
to attend Johns Hopkins University 
for my PhD, it didn’t really feel like 
a college town since the number of 
people in the city of Baltimore is 
so much larger than the numbers of 
students attending Johns Hopkins. 
Binghamton, where we lived prior to 

coming to Middletown in 2015, has 
a relatively large university of about 
15,000 students and grew during our 
time there. The campus is situated a 
bit outside of town and it wasn’t until 
some of the university departments 
moved into town and a significant 
amount of student housing was built 
in town, that it started to feel more 
like a college town. 
What’s good about being in a college 

town? Lots. You have access to a host 
of interesting people, students, fac-
ulty and staff from the campus. There 
are also concerts and interesting talks. 
For instance, in spring 2016, the Penn 
State Harrisburg campus hosted a 
panel to talk about lead in water 
and whether an instance like Flint, 
Michigan, could happen in our area. 

The panel included faculty from the 
School of Science, Engineering and 
Technology and from the School of 
Public Affairs as well as staff from 
the Pennsylvania Departments of En-
vironmental Protection and Health. 
This past fall, the campus hosted two 

election panels with faculty from the 
School of Business Administration 
and another from the School of Public 
Affairs. There’s also been a panel on 
the relationship between communi-
ties and the policing practices with 
faculty from the School of Public 
Affairs. In the spring, we will host 
a discussion on President Donald 
Trump’s interpretation of the Bill of 
Rights (Jan. 25) and another on some 
of the 2016 Nobel Prizes (Feb. 22). 
Why should you take advantage of 

the campus? Well, I believe learning 
and staying curious is a great way to 
keep life interesting. For this column, 
I talked with staff at Penn State 
Harrisburg to find out more about 
the services on campus available to 
people in town. Did you know that 
you can use the pool and the library 
on our campus? My friends Marti 
and David S. Black use the college 
pool nearly every day (David is a 
member of their 600 mile club!). 
There is a nominal charge of about 
$70/semester, though that is much 

less than what it would cost to build 
and maintain an indoor swimming 
facility. 
My friends also remarked about us-

ing the Penn State Harrisburg library 
and have been impressed by the 
incredible resources there, including 
a fabulous children’s collection, and 
the patient and helpful library staff. 
Through the Go-60 program, you 

can take classes, provided that there 
are spaces not needed by the students. 
Marti and David have participated in 
some classes in American Studies, 
Homeland Security and Criminal 
Justice when the instructor allows 
it (and there’s room). They have 
enjoyed the concerts and talks on 
campus (like Richard Florida in 
October). You can also come on 
campus to watch our sports teams 
like soccer and basketball (though 
they can’t out do the Middletown 
Raiders this year! ;-). 
Some community members also 

help at the English speaking club, 
a place for international students to 
practice their English and learn about 
American culture. To find out what’s 
happening, check out this website: 
harrisburg.psu.edu/calendar
How does the campus reach into the 

community? Many ways. At the Hal-
loween parade, I remember seeing 

Penn State Harrisburg cheerleaders 
on one of the firetrucks. I learned that 
the students from our campus go to 
the Middletown Home for events 
like a Valentine’s Day dance. I also 
understand that the clubs on campus 
and the honors students are involved 
in some community service. These 
students helped after the 2011 flood 
and the fire last spring that devastated 
many in our community. I think the 
student clubs are often looking for 
more ways to be involved. In the past, 
the chorus and bands performed at 
the St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in 
town, though this year the group 
was too big to fit in the sanctuary 
space so they had the concert in the 
new theater on campus. The public 
was warmly welcomed to this event.
As you know, I live in town, as do 

several faculty and staff (and some 
students, of course). Recently, a 
group at Penn State Harrisburg 
conducted a survey of faculty and 
staff that live in town to understand 
the campus’ relationship with the 
regional community, especially 
Middletown. They asked us things 
like “How do Middletown residents 
perceive Penn State Harrisburg?” 
“What is the impact of [the campus] 
in the Middletown area?” I think the 
group is very interested in hearing 
your perspectives and reinvigorat-
ing a dialog between the town of 
Middletown and the faculty, staff and 
students at Penn State Harrisburg. 
How would you like to see the rela-
tionship improve between the town 
and the gown (college)? Do you have 
any concerns/problems about the 
college? How has the information 
in this column affected your view 
of Penn State Harrisburg?
I’d love to hear your ideas and 

insights.

Susannah Gal is associate dean of 
research and outreach and a profes-
sor of biology at Penn State Harris-
burg. She has lived around the world 
and made Middletown her home in 
July 2015. She can be reached at 
susannahgal1000@gmail.com.

SUSANNAHGAL

MIKEFOLMER

As Sen. David Argall 
and I continue to push 
for elimination of school 
property taxes with pas-
sage of Senate Bill 76, 
I often think about the 
impact property has had 
throughout history.
A shortage of land, 

dismal living conditions, and lack of 
both religious freedom and economic 
opportunity led some Europeans to seek 
better opportunities. In 1585, a group of 
English investors sponsored settlers to 
colonize America. However, the British 
were unable to keep the Roanoke Colony 
supplied and those colonists disappeared 
waiting for provisions.
In 1607, the English made another 

attempt to establish an American col-
ony, this time in the Chesapeake Bay. 
Jamestown nearly failed like Roanoke. 
However, the Virginia Company made 
an important change to help that colony 
survive and prosper: It permitted the 
colonists to own and work the land as 
their private property.
Property ownership became a strong al-

lure for both those able to afford their way 
and those without the means. The latter 
became “indentured servants,” agreeing 
to work off the costs of their passage over 
a period of years to ultimately secure the 
goal of 50 acres of land apiece and another 
50 acres for every servant or relative 
brought at their own expense.
In 1620, another group of English, 

“Puritans” — English separatists seeking 
religious freedoms — first traveled to the 
Netherlands and then to Plymouth Bay 
to establish a model society or “Com-
monwealth.”
As devout Calvinists, these colonists 

did not believe good works would lead 
people to heaven. Rather, the Puritans 
hoped a moral society would demonstrate 
to themselves that they were part of God’s 
election. They built houses, farms, and 
villages with “commons” to live by their 
principles.
However, like Jamestown, the com-

mon sharing of land and wealth kept the 
Pilgrims from supporting themselves 

and by 1628 they divided the land and 
the livestock for private ownership. By 
the middle of the 17th century almost all 
the common areas of New England were 
gone — transferred to private citizens.
Late in that century, Englishman John 

Locke argued in his “Two Treatises of 
Government” that political society existed 
for the sake of protecting “property,” 
which he defined as a person’s “life, 
liberty and estate.” 
Thomas Jefferson would use similar 

words in the Declaration of Independence: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness” 
[i.e., property].
George Mason would use similar lan-

guage in drafting the Virginia Declaration 
of Rights: “THAT all men are by nature 
equally free and independent, and have 
certain inherent rights, of which, when 
they enter into a state of society, they 
cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest 
their posterity; namely, the enjoyment of 
life and liberty, with the means of acquir-
ing and possessing property, and pursuing 
and obtaining happiness and safety.”
Mason’s words are similar to Article I, 

Section 1 of our Pennsylvania Constitu-
tion, “Inherent Rights of Mankind”: “All 
men are born equally free and indepen-
dent, and have certain inherent and inde-
feasible rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, 
of acquiring, possessing and protecting 
property and reputation, and of pursuing 
their own happiness.”
While opponents of Senate Bill 76 argue 

it’s a huge shift from school property 
taxes to sales and personal income taxes, 
I submit the total elimination of school 
property taxes is much more in line with 
our history.

Mike Folmer is a Republican member 
of the Pennsylvania Senate whose 48th 
District includes Middletown. His Capitol 
office telephone number is 717-787-5708. 
Reach his regional office in Lebanon at 
717-274-6735.

Elimination of school 
property taxes is in 
line with our history

READERVIEW

In response to the recent article about 
the potential new Asian restaurant at 
North Union and High streets, and with 
particular regard to Ms. Lori Shafaye’s 
comment in it to the effect that our 
local university students don’t give 
a rodent’s behind about the citizens 
of Middletown: Let’s take care not to 
paint all of the student body with the 
same broad brush.
There are several fraternities, sorori-

ties and other service organizations on 
campus who have gone out of their way 
in the recent past to provide unsolicited, 
beneficial service to borough residents 
in a variety of ways. These recent ef-
forts have received favorable coverage 
in the pages of the Press And Journal, 
which I hope will continue.  
That said, I am very much in sym-

pathy with Ms. Shafaye’s frustration 
over student noise, parking issues and 
rampant disregard for speed limits and 
stop signs, but we need to be asking for 
more enforcement diligence in these 
matters from our local police force in 
order to resolve them.
With respect to comments about a 

“need” to keep Mr. Howard Dong from 
carrying out his plans for a restaurant 
at the location chosen, I question that 
necessity. Mr. Dong has said that he 
wants to preserve the historical integrity 
of the property, even to the length of 
preserving the yard and the gazebo as 
they are to the extent that parking issues 
can be resolved. 

There are many historic buildings 
all over Pennsylvania (several in our 
borough) and in other than downtown 
areas that have been preserved — not in 
spite of, but rather as a result of having 
been turned into restaurants. The fact 
that this proposal is for a restaurant 
serving Asian cuisine should not make 
this situation appreciably different from 
those other establishments. 
While we all might prefer a location 

downtown to the one chosen, the fact 
remains that the property had been 
for sale for some time with no takers. 
Better that it should be in the hands of 
someone willing to maintain it and with 
a cash flow to support that maintenance 
than some other situation. 
Mr. Dong should be commended, 

both for his entrepreneurial spirit and 
his desire to improve the experience 
of international students following in 
his path; there’s something undeniably 
admirable about his wanting to “do well 
by doing good.”
Finally, like it or not, Middletown is 

becoming a “college town,” for better 
or worse. That presents all sorts of 
challenges, but also opportunities to 
revitalize our town in new and differ-
ent ways. Let’s embrace the change for 
the opportunities it brings us and work 
together to promote “better” instead 
of “worse.”

Larry Smith
Middletown

Potential sushi restaurant 
owner should be lauded
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What we pledge allegiance to has to evolve moving forward

•  “Highspire lost a truly great Mayor, 
leader, resident and I can’t name all 
the hats John Hoerner wore. He was a 
genuinely good person who truly cared 
for his community and was involved for 
all the right reasons. The world truly was 
a nicer place with him in it.”

• “Two first team running backs one is 
player of the year and we were minus-
--yards in rushing in state finals. Great 
play calling #nevergetanotherchancelik-
ethatagain.”

• “‘When you lose, do it quietly. When 
you win do it more quietly.’ Lou Holts.”

• “It’s about time someone had the cour-
age to speak up and say what many of us 
are feeling. The college students do not 
respect the residents of this town. They 
do not consider the fact that many of us 
are raising families and that we have to 
get up early to go to work. They litter, 
don’t obey the noise ordinance, and they 
don’t follow the speed limits throughout 
the town.”

• “ONCE AGAIN I AM GOING TO 
SAY IF PARKING IS SUCH A BIG 
ISSUE IN THIS TOWN THEN WHY 
DO WE ALLOW PEOPLE TO PARK 

THEIR, CAMPERS, BOATS, TRAIL-
ERS AND JUNK CARS ON THE 
STREET?? MAYBE IF WE GOT RID 
OF THESE AND THE MANY COM-
MERCIAL VEHILCES AND SCHOOL 
BUSES THAT ARE PARKED ON OUR 
LITTLE BOROUGH STREETS THERE 
MIGHT BE ENOUGH PARKING!!! 
AND WHILE WE ARE AT IT, WHY IS 
THE BOROUGH NOT ENFORCING 
THE RENTER REQUIRERMENTS IN 
THE CODES?? Like no allowing more 
than 2 non-related persons to rent a home 
in the borough?? This causes more of a 
parking issue in this Borough than any-
thing else. There are Landlords on our 
very own Borough Council that violate 
these rules and regulations.”

• “‘For those of you who bother to use 
your turn signal when driving should 
know that the LAW states that it should 
be turned on 100 feet ahead of time NOT 
at the time you turn!’ THIS IS NOT TO-
TALLY CORRECT AT SPPEDS LESS 
THAN 35 MPH A TURN SIGNAL 
SHOULD BE ACTIVATED NO LESS 
THAN 100 FT. AT SPEEDS GREATER 
THAN 35 MPH A TURN SIGNAL 
SHOULD BE ACTIVATED NO LESS 
THAN 300 FT. TITLE 75 SECTION 
3334 (b).”

•  “How unfortunate that a young girl 
was raped in an apartment at Pineford by 
two international students. That lady was 
speaking the truth when the paper quoted 
her last week. The students do not care 
about this town or they wouldn’t have 
committed such a horrible act against 
that young girl. This town has a bad 
reputation as it is and the bad behavior 
of the students doesn’t help.”

•  “I hope that Hiester and other promi-
nent and involved citizens of Middletown 
who own multiple properties take the time 
in 2017 to make sure these places are not 
eyesores, that they are kept up and that 
they operate as considerate landlords. 
Some people who go to borough meet-

ings would do well to spruce up their own 
places. That would go far to beautifying 
Middletown. Especially problematic is 
the square. In neighboring towns of Hum-
melstown and Elizabethtown the squares 
are showplaces. Not so in Middletown 
where owners lack the class to know how 
to improve their properties.”

• “Who is even on school board? I heard 
Tom Mehaffie’s wife, but I assume she 
will have to quit now that he is a state 
rep. Did building the new school burn out 
the old members? If members are quitting 
someone should be asking questions.”

• “Mr. Fager from Middletown and Ms. 
Scott from Royalton, rest of the board is 
from Lower Swatara.”

• “Hi everyone. It’s the P&J Pastor. 
Many people like to forget the old and 
start new on January 1. Goals and hope 
replace bad luck and failed ventures. God 
reminds us we don’t need to wait until 
January 1. We can come to him anytime 
with our needs, our problems, and our 
thanks. Stop trying to accomplish things 
alone. The creator of the universe actu-
ally knows you and wants to be a part of 
your life. You’ll find things will be a lot 
easier! See you in church on Sunday!”

SOUNDOFF You may email your Sound Off any time day or 
night, at our website: www.pressandjournal.com.

Sound Off is published as a 
venue for our readers to ex-
press their personal opinions 
and does not express the 
opinions of the Press And 
Journal. Sound Off is pub-
lished in the Viewpoints sec-
tions but is not intended to be 
read as news reports. 

ROBERTKOEHLER

I pledge allegiance to 
... what?
The Electoral College, 

to no one’s serious sur-
prise, voted Donald 
Trump in as the nation’s 
45th president, and the 
pot of outrage in the 
American spectator de-
mocracy begins to boil.
No, no, no, no, no, no, no — no to all his 

right-wing and idiotic Cabinet and Team 
Trump appointments, no to his conflicts 
of interest and serial tweets, no to his 
sexism, his reckless arrogance, his ego, 
his finger on the nuclear button.
The word of the day is resistance. For 

instance, Nancy Altman and Ira Lupu, 
writing at Huffington Post, point out that 
Trump, though legally the new American 
president, lacks political legitimacy, 
thanks to widespread voter suppression, 
his huge loss in the popular vote and the 
anachronistic absurdity of the Electoral 
College; and even more disturbingly, 
is a thin-skinned, dishonest, immature 
jerk, utterly lacking the moral authority 
a national leader must project. These are 
flaws that cannot be ignored.
“Other elected officials, the media, and 

the citizenry at large have no obligation 
to afford him the slightest political re-
spect,” they write. “Rather, the next four 
years should be a time of resistance and 
outright obstructionism. Opponents of 
Trump should be at least as aggressive in 
challenging the political legitimacy and 

moral authority of his presidency as Re-
publicans were in disrespecting President 
Obama, whose political legitimacy and 
moral authority were beyond reproach.”
Wow, I get it. Don’t let Trump get away 

with anything! Fight every alt-right and 
nutcase appointment he tries to make, 
every racist or reckless policy he tries 
to implement. Above all, don’t let him 
shift the paradigm of normal.
There’s only one problem here, and 

it’s the same problem the Hillary Clin-
ton campaign faced and had no way 
to overcome. The “old normal” — the 
Washington consensus, the status quo — 
that Trump is so successful at selectively 
mocking, even as he remains utterly en-
meshed in it, is a ravenous predator and 
looming disaster of global proportions.
I pledge allegiance to the United States 

of War? To the United States of Prisons? 
To the United States of Poverty and 
Infrastructure Decay and Contaminated 
Water?
Indeed, the concept of American excep-

tionalism ensconced in the old normal 
and thoughtlessly touted by the corporate 
media is Trumpesque in its narcissism. 
And its time is running out. 
The economy is breaking down for 

much of the working class and some of 
our deep, foundational flaws — the rac-
ism, the militarism, the environmental 
exploitation — are getting increasingly 
difficult to avoid noticing.
The challenge presented by Trump re-

quires something more than resistance. 

I believe it requires reaching for, and 
pledging our allegiance to, a much larger, 
more compassionate and peace-oriented 
country than the one we have now. It 
requires pledging allegiance to the planet 
and the future.
But what does this look like?
Half a century ago, the emerging nation 

could be seen in the civil rights move-
ment. Today, perhaps the best place to 
look is Standing Rock, where an old 
wound, you might say, is insisting on 
its right to heal.
“What can we learn from their strug-

gle?” Audrea Lim asks in The Nation. 
“Bombarded for months with tear gas, 
sound cannons, rubber bullets and water 
hoses (often in freezing temperatures, no 
less), the camp at Standing Rock grew 
from around 10 in April to thousands by 
fall. They transformed what might have 
otherwise been a remote, invisible, rural 
struggle into national headline news.”
The struggle, she notes, had blatantly 

racist origins: “Originally meant to 
traverse the Missouri River north of 
Bismarck, city residents complained that 
it would threaten their municipal water 
supply, and the pipeline was re-routed to 
nearer the Standing Rock reservation in 
September 2014.”
She adds: “It is significant that Bismarck 

is 92.4 percent white.”
This could have been just one more 

isolated wrong, but for some reason 
the national or perhaps global moment 
was ripe for it to be something else. The 

struggle for water rights, for the sanctity 
of the land, for a wounded people’s 
dignity, sent a tremor through the whole 
country. Something sacred — to use a 
risky, old-fashioned word — had been 
violated. And maybe we’re no longer 
simply Consumer America, using up our 
resources, destroying our rivers, clotting 
our veins, to consequences born only by 
the racially and culturally marginalized. 
We used to be, but this is changing.
“We live today at a moment of transition 

between worlds.”
So writes Charles Eisenstein in the book 

“The More Beautiful World Our Hearts 
Know Is Possible.” The world that’s giv-
ing way — and the story, or mythology, 
that sustains it — is the world of “sur-
vival of the fittest” and winner takes all, 
the world of domination and conquest, 
isolation from nature, a dismissal of life 
itself as less than sacred.
“Today,” writes Eisenstein, “it is in-

creasingly obvious that this was a bubble 
world built atop massive human suffering 
and environmental degradation.”
It isn’t merely resistance that will replace 

the bubble world of exploitation, but a 
new and deeper consciousness of connec-
tion with all of life and a reawakening to 
what is sacred.
I pledge allegiance to the world that is 

coming into being.

Robert Koehler, syndicated by Peace-
Voice, is a Chicago award-winning 
journalist and editor.

From The Wednesday,  
Jan. 12, 1994 edition of the 

Press And Journal

Series Of Suspicious Fires Sparks 
Alarm, Anger

 Twelve suspicious fires? All in 
Middletown’s First Ward? All since 
early October? It was not a subject 
on the night’s agenda. Rather it was 
expected to be a night of mostly 
ceremonious matters, going through, 
with pomp and proper protocol, the 
procedures required by state law on the 
first Monday of even-numbered years.
 But shortly after Middletown Coun-

cil re-organized, electing again as its 
president and vice president, Barbara 
Layne and Terry Seiders, five First 
Ward residents brought the curtain 
crashing down.
 “We’re here to talk about the fires 

being set around our area,” said one 
resident who, along with several 
neighbors, attended Council’s January 
3 re-organization meeting.
 With Council sitting in seemingly 

stunned silence, the resident politely 
continued, “We’re living in fear,” she 
said. “We all feel like sitting ducks 
wondering whose house will be next. 
Let’s not keep this hush-hush. Let’s 
make people aware there’s an arsonist 
out there.”
 According to the resident, at the 

scene of a fire a few blocks from her 
house on Jan.2 – a day when a total 
of four fire calls were received by 
Middletown’s Emergency Operations 
Center (EOC) – a firefighter told her 
that he suspected it was an arson and 
that it was not the only one.
 Eyes darting from the audience 

to fellow Council members, Layne 
exclaimed, “I want you and everyone 
else in this room to know that this is 
the first time I’ve heard this.”
 In what appeared to be a search for 

someone to shed light on the issue, 

Layne looked at Mayor Robert Reid 
and then at Councilman George Elberti 
III, who is also an assistant fire marshal 
for the Borough.
 Elberti, in an attempt to downplay the 

situation, simply said, yes a number 
of fires were under investigation by 
the State Police, and that no further 
details could be disclosed. 
 Layne said, “We’ll take every mea-

sure we can, through the press, to make 
people aware.”

Layne, Seiders Reappointed 
President, Vice-president of 

Middletown Council
 On the first Monday of even-num-

bered years, state law requires local 
governing bodies to re-organize, to 
elect new officers to lead the body. On 
January 3, Middletown Council did 
just that, unanimously re-electing as 
its leaders, President Barbara Layne 
and Vice President Terry Seiders.
 Both thanked fellow members for 

their support, but Layne went a step 
further, sharing with Council and those 
in the audience an acceptance speech 
she had prepared.
 “When I became president in 1988, 

I stressed that this Council would go 
down in the annals of Middletown as 
one genuinely interested in what is 
best for the residents of this Borough. 
I strongly believe that we have been 
successful in accomplishing that – 
despite what some may say.”
 With conviction in her voice, Layne 

read on, “I further made a plea for us 
to continue to improve the quality of 
life for our residents.”
 As evidence of Council’s efforts to-

ward that end and its ability to operate 
as a team, Layne read off the follow-
ing accomplishments: the Woodlayne 
project; the Wilson St. Bridge project, 
where ground was broken in May, 
Layne noted; the new Giant going up 
at Mid-Town Plaza; and the place-

ment of the town square project on 
PennDOT’s priority list.
 “We have faced some very difficult 

issues over the past two years and will 
face more in the next two years.” Layne 
said in bringing her speech to an end, 
“May God grant us the strength and 
courage we need to move forward in 
these very difficult times.”

Familiar Faces Reappointed In 
Conoy Twp.

 The Conoy Township Board of 
Supervisors met for its annual re-or-
ganizational meeting on Mon., Jan. 3, 
reappointing many longtime officials.
 Once again, Stephen Mohr will serve 

as Board chairman and Earl Fuhrman 
as vice chairman. Board member 
Robert Strickland returns as secretary/
treasurer, a post he has held for more 
than 30 years.
 The Supervisors’ various respon-

sibilities remain as follows: Mohr 
– recreation and buildings; Fuhrman 
– sewer, water, fire and roads; and 
Strickland – planning, zoning, emer-
gency management and roads.
 Also, Mohr was reappointed as dog 

officer and Fuhrman returns as Town-
ship road master.
 Richard Boas was reappointed as 

Chief of Police. The Board announced 
that the police force remains under a 
three-year contract that was signed 
in 1993. Under the contract, Boas 
reportedly earns $30,500 annually and 
Officer Joe Good earns $26,500. The 
department’s two part-time officers 
earn a wage of $8.75 per hour.
 The Board also voted to keep Marvin 

Stoner as sewer enforcement officer, 
Robert Brandt as zoning officer and 
Glenn Hipple as Vacancy Board 
chairman.
 The Board gave its authorization 

for the Bainbridge Fire Department 
to carry out fundraising activities 
during the New Year. Officials also 

announced that the Township’s 1994 
budget was passed at a Dec. 28 
meeting. Revenues are expected to 
total $714,956 and expenditures are 
expected to be $641,605 leaving a 
surplus of more than $100,000.

Prices From 23 Years Ago
Wilson Lite Roast Beef .....$3.99/lb.
Dannon Light Yogurt 8 oz. ........ 59¢
Wheat Kaiser Rolls 6 ct. ........ $1.29
Icy Point Pink 
Salmon 14.75 oz ...................... .2/$3

Hills Bros. Coffee 12 oz. can .... 99¢
Blueberry Pie 24 oz ................ $2.99
Page Paper Towels ..........3 Rolls/$1
Wildberry Crème Cake ..$2.58/each
Kraft Parmesan Cheese 8 oz .. $3.20
Wesson Oil 48 oz. btl. ............ $1.99

23 Years Ago
From The Middletown Journal Files

Below is a copy of a photograph from the Press And Journal's archives. We apologize for the quality of 
the photograph but hope you will enjoy this glimpse from your recent past.

Raising Kane – It was time to raise a little “Kane” last week as schools were closed and the snowfall made 
a winter wonderland for hundreds of local kids. Andrea Kane is pictured having more fun than she probably 
would have had on a school day. A student at Demey Elementary School, Andrea is the daughter of Jeff 
Kane and Sandy McCann of Middletown.

Job prospects for today’s college seniors are look-
ing up. The hiring of bachelors-degree holders is 
expected to jump by 19 percent this year.
But few are actually prepared for employment. 

Even though nine in 10 recent college grads be-
lieve they’re ready for the workforce, only half 
the nation’s employers agree.
Colleges and universities need to address this. 

Specifically, they should aggressively incorporate 
into their courses high-impact educational practices (HIP), which 
connect academic lessons to real-world problems and foster the 
creativity and critical thinking employers value. These practices 
can turn academically engaged students into profession-ready 
graduates.
Today, academic skills alone aren’t sufficient for career success. 

Employers also want workers who communicate effectively, know 
how to manage their time, and can get a task done with minimal 
supervision. Indeed, more than 90 percent of businesses value 
such “soft” aptitudes more highly than any specific college major.
High-impact practices provide this pre-professional base, often 

through extended research, collaborative projects, or community-
based service jobs. In every case, a central feature is frequent, 
rigorous feedback. Students improve through input from peers 
and professors. Instead of toiling away at solo homework assign-
ments and term papers, students operate in an environment that 
approximates the working world.
It’s no surprise, then, that students feel more confident with their 

professional prospects after participating in HIP, with 75 percent 
reporting that this work prepared them for life after college.
Employers also highly value HIP experience. Ninety-four percent 

of employers are more likely to hire a recent college grad who 
has completed a long-term project that included intensive research 
and problem-solving skills. 
And student participants don’t have to wait until they get to the 

workplace before reaping the benefits, since HIP programs im-
mediately enhance their academic performance. 
Consider a study of nearly 400 colleges and universities. Re-

searchers tracked students in “learning communities” — where 
folks took classes together and lived in close proximity — and 
found that that these students put more effort into their school 
work, took harder courses, and developed closer relationships 
with faculty than those who did not.
Likewise, research from Kent State University shows that students 

with more HIP engagement have higher GPAs.
Some higher-education institutions have already recognized the 

power of HIP.
At the University of Iowa, for example, students interested in 

business live together in the “BizHawks” community. This program 
sponsors a contest in which student groups work collaboratively on 
a business pitch. “BizHawks” even practice business manners at 
meals with faculty and receive extensive feedback on their resumes.
And at my own university, New York Institute of Technology, 

faculty members provide students with real-world experiences, 
typically through team-based capstone projects or internships 
at companies and nonprofits. These internships are meaningful 
experiences and sanctioned by the school, as students sign an 
agreement with our office of career services detailing the skills 
they hope to develop.
In our school of architecture and design, one professor imple-

ments HIP in his course by having students transfer their designs 
into virtual reality apps so they can walk through their work and 
“see” ways to improve it. Industry leaders also inspect these virtual 
reality projects and provide honest feedback, giving our budding 
architects a taste of real-world project management. 
Today’s college students will enter a promising job market. 

Universities must evolve to better empower students to succeed 
once they’re in the workforce. High-impact educational practices 
should be a central part of that equation.

Francine Glazer is associate provost for educational innovation 
and director of New York Institute of Technology’s Center for 
Teaching and Learning.

FRANCINEGLAZER
Here’s a solution for 
colleges failing to 
prepare students
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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown

Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor

Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages

Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel

Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

    CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   

Parish Office 944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor

Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm

Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown

944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF

Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street • 944-5835

Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

New Beginnings Church
at the Riverside Chapel

630 South Union St., Middletown • 388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am

Pastor BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"

890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of 441 & Ebenezer Road)

Phone 939-0766 
Sunday Worship:

Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am

Christian Child Care - 985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor

www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown

717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 

Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 944-4322

Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown

PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
PASTOR JAMES LYLES, 10xBetter

Phone 944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown

Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Church
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The Zerbe (Zerrby) Family
Lower Mahanoy Twp., Northumberland County, Pa.

 The Zerbe/Zerby family represented among the citizens of the Lower end 
of Northumberland County, particularly in Lower Mahanoy Township, are 
the descendants of the brothers Daniel and Philip Zerbe. There was another 
branch of the family in that township, now extinct, to   which belonged John 
Zerbe, who died in Lower Mahanoy, unmarried; and Philip Zerbe, a rafter 
on the Susquehanna who owned a tract of land along the river, and who left 
children, Levi (who served as a soldier in the Civil War), Issac (also a soldier 
in the Civil War), Reilly (a soldier in the Civil War), Joel Susanna (married 
Isaac Messner), Elizabeth (married John H. Seagrist of Georgetown/Dalmatia), 
and Magdalene (died unmarried).
 In 1772, in the first list of taxable of Pine Grove Township, then part of 

Berks County but now included in Schuylkill County, appear the names of 
Benjamin, Daniel and Philip Zerby (Zerbe) who were brothers. The following, 
concerning the early representatives of this family in America, is taken from a 
recent work on Berks County: Zerbe-Zerby (also Zerve, Zerwe and Zerben). 
The Zerbe family of Berks was very early settled in America. The original 
home of the family was in France, but owing to their steadfast loyalty to their 
religious faith they were obliged to find homes elsewhere, that they might 
worship as they thought right.
 They settled in Schoharie Valley, and Livingston Manor, New York, from 

which places they followed the migratory route into the fertile valley of the 
Tulpehocken. Rupp in his “30,000 Names of Immigrants” shows a Lorenz 
Zerbe who came from Schoharie to Tulpehocken in 1723 in addition to Lo-
renz mentions a John Philip Zerbe and a Martin Zerbe among those above 
twenty-one years of age, who passed the winter of 1710 and summer of 1711 
in Livingstone Manor, New York, who may have come to Tulpehocken at a 
later period. The name of John or Johan has been a favorite one in the family, 
as appears from the tax lists and vital statistics.
 Daniel Zerbe, ancestor of one branch of this family now in Lower Mahanoy 

Township, is presumed to have come to Northumberland County from the 
vicinity of Pine Grove Township, now Schuylkill County. His wife, Maria 
Wertz married after coming to this region, and they are buried at Zion’s Stone 
Valley Church, in the township where they lived. He was a farmer, owning the 
place, which now belongs to Jonathan Zerbe, one of his descendants. Daniel 
Zerbe is described as a tall man. His children were as follows: John, married 
late in life, no children, he died of smallpox; Daniel, died unmarried in Lower 
Mahanoy (there was a Daniel Zerbe, son of Daniel and Marie E. Wertz, who 
was born in August 1811, and died February 8, 1861, age forty-nine years, 
six months, buried at the Zion Stone Valley Church Cemetery); Thomas is 
mentioned below; Joseph, who was a laborer, lived in Lower Mahanoy, and 
he and his wife Catherine (Meck), are buried at Georgetown/Dalmatia. Their 
children were: Elizabeth; Henry (a soldier of the Civil War); Joseph; Daniel; 
George; a daughter who died unmarried; Samuel (of Millersburg); and Jonas of 
Shamoki). Rebecca married David Schwartz and they moved west.  Elizabeth 
married Adam Allman and they lived in Lower Mahanoy. George married 
Phoebe Spengel Spengler, they lived in Lower Mahanoy and are buried at the 
Zion Stone Valley Church Cemetery. They died of smallpox. Their children 
were Jonathan S.; Susanna; Mary Ellen; and William who married Julia Messner 
(my great-uncle and aunt), former residentsof Loyalton, Dauphin County, Pa; 
Susanna married John Meck (my great-grandparent).They left Lower Mahanoy 
Township and traveled to Williamstown, Dauphin County, had their children 
there: Pauline; Olive Blanche; Roy Emerson Meck; and Herman Meck.                                  
 Jonathan Meck moved the family eastward to Llewellyn, Branch Township, 

Schuylkill County, Pa., were he worked in the coalmines. Pauline married Al-
bert Fishburn; Olive Blanche never married, became a nurse in Philadelphia, 
and came back to her roots in Williamstown, which she stayed when she had 
time. I found out the Meck family lived below a woman, last name was Zerbe. 
I did get to meet her, very tall and thin. She verified that she knew the family 
and the children came up to visit her every day.
 Roy Meck married Lottie Eva Starr and lived in the village of Llewellyn, 

Branch Township, Schuylkill County, Pa.; (my grandparents), they died before 
I was born. Lottie died young leaving three small children. Alverna, Leroy 
Emerson (my father), his twin died within a week after his birth and Clarence 
(Pete) Meck never married, died in Chester, Pa.
 Herman Meck (my great-uncle), married Martha J. Fesig, they were married 

for a short time before he became ill with a brain tumor. He was in WWI. They 
have two daughters Lola Meck- Gilbert, born 30 January 1921, died 31 July 
1989; and Marian Meck-Martin, born 12 December 1922, died 5 September 
1977. Would like to know what happened to Martha J. Fesig-Meck after Her-
man’s death? The Meck family is buried in Greenwood Cemetery, (Row #5 
and #16), Tower City, Porter Township, Schuylkill County, Pa. 

Mid Atlantic Germanic Society 2016 Year In Review
From The MAGS Board

. Our workshops were a success and feedback indicates that members want 
more of them.
. Our conferences got good reviews.
. Der Kurier published thought-provoking articles to inform and entertain 

the membership; the move to an electronic version resulted in an explosion 
of color images in our periodical.
. We joined a new international consortium.
. The conference planners for an international conference in Minneapolis 

invited 4 MAGS Members to be speakers.
. We made tremendous strides in populating our website with visual images, 

search paths and indexed names.
. We got volunteers to help us with website population- Thanks again Klaus 

and Cindy! 
. We grew our membership. 

Calvary Church has been a part of 
the Middletown Borough community 
since 1936. It has been our privilege to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ 
all these years and to do so knowing 
the good news has never changed in 
over 2000 years. We firmly hold to the 
Apostles Creed and the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and its Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching 
what Scripture teaches. If we believe 
the Gospel of Christ, then by trusting 
in his death and resurrection for sin-
ners we can and will be forgiven and 
saved from God’s wrath. 

Please join us each Sunday to hear 
the Gospel.
 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. and 

6 p.m. We are located at the corner 
of Spruce and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellowship 
meal following the 10:15 a.m. morning 
service on the first Sunday of every 
month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes for 
all ages at 9 a.m., and a Bible Study 
each Wednesday at 7 p.m. We are now 
studying the Gospel of Luke. 
 Feel free to contact us with questions 

at 944-5835.

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Middletown

Evangelical Church meets on the 
corner of Spruce and Water streets at 
157 E. Water St., Middletown, south 
of Main St., behind the Turkey Hill 
convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: 
Sunday school is at 9 a.m. and wor-
ship is at 10:15 a.m. When you walk 
in the door, you will see people of all 
ages and walks of life, some dressed 
formally and others casually in jeans 
and sneakers. Come as you are.
 Our greeters wear nametags, so they 

are easy to find and they will be happy 
to help you if you need any assistance 
or have a question. We celebrate 
communion the first Sunday of each 
month. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, 
and as a congregation in the United 
Methodist Church, we welcome all 

(baptized or un-baptized) to partake 
of the holy sacrament. We invite 
you to experience life at Evangelical 
UMC. Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching for 
the meaning of life, or want to know 
more about Jesus, our doors are open 
for you. Check our website to learn 
more about us: www.eumch.org.
This week’s schedule of activities is 

as follows:
 Wed., Jan. 11: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 

Anonymous Group Book Study; 6:30 
p.m., Choir practice.
 Thurs., Jan. 12: 6 p.m., Girl Scout 

meeting.
 Tues., Jan. 17: 2 p.m., Prayer Shawl 

Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s Kitchen; 7 
p.m., Staff Parish Relations Com-
mittee.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Middletown

New Beginnings Church of Middle-
townis an independent body of believ-
ers offering God’s invitation for a new 
beginning to all who seek it. We exist 
to meet the spiritual, emotional and 
physical needs of all people through 
faith in Jesus Christ. We are a Safe 
Sanctuary congregation. Our church 
steeple bell tolls four times at the be-
ginning of worship, one for the Father, 
the Son, the Holy Spirit and you.
 New Beginnings Church invites 

you to worship with us each Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children’s 
church is provided. Our congrega-
tion meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 
S. Union St., next to the Rescue Fire 
Company. Sunday School for all ages 
is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. Youth Fellow-
ship is from 5 to 7 p.m. For additional 
church information call 944-9595. For 
security purposes our back and side 
doors will be locked every Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of 
worship. The only door for entry after 
that will be the front door.
 Wednesdays: Craft Group, 1 p.m.; 

Choir rehearsals, 6:30 p.m.; Praise 
Band rehearsals, 7:45 p.m.   
 Sociable Seniors group meets the 

1st and 3rd Monday of every month 
from 1 to 3 p.m.; Intercessory Prayer 
Group meets Thursdays at 6 p.m.; 
Blanket making is the 2nd Thursday 
of every month at 9 a.m. We clean 
the Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. Everyone 
is welcome to participate in these im-
portant areas of our church life.
 Fri., Jan. 20: Family movie night 

showing “Pete’s Dragon.” No admis-
sion and free popcorn. Doors open at 

6:30 p.m. Community invited, children 
eight and under must be accompanied 
by an adult.  
 Bible Study, Spiritual Boot Camp for 

Overcomers, starts Thurs., Jan. 12 at 
6:30 p.m.  This study runs for four 
weeks with emphasis on, “If you have 
something in your life that is hard to 
overcome and needs put in the past.” 
Community welcome.  
 Pastor Britt writes a daily devotional 

on Facebook page, “One Way, One 
Truth, One Life.” We invite all to 
read it.
 Nursery: Dana Rhine, Evette Gra-

ham. January ushers: Dana and Jeff 
Rhine, Bonny and Joel Guzzo. Greeter 
for January: Dick Wagner. 
 Men’s Group meets every Thursday 

morning at 6 a.m. for prayer. Com-
munity men invited.
 Wooden pickets for our prayer gar-

den, inscribed for the fence, are being 
sold for a cost in memory of, honor 
of, or family name. Contact Michelle 
Strohecker at 717-982-5068. Our 8 
ft. cross, made out of nails, is in the 
prayer garden in the back of the yard 
and is illuminated every night. Drive 
by and see it.
 Our Sunday worship service is 

broadcast on the MAHS radio sta-
tion, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. every 
Sunday afternoon. Listen on the radio 
or the Internet at www.pennlive.com/
wmss/audio. Check us out on our 
website at www.newbeginningsch-
urchmiddletownpa.com.
 Pastor Britt’s parting words each 

Sunday: “Nothing in this world is 
more important than the love of Jesus 
Christ!” We invite you to come and 
experience this love.

New Beginnings Church
Middletown

The Presbyterian Congregation is lo-
cated at the corner of Union and Water 
streets in downtown Middletown. We 
are a body of Christian people who 
reach out to others by sharing God’s 
Word, love, and fellowship. Warm 
greetings to one and all as we seek to 
grow closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Wed., Jan. 11: 4:30 p.m., Yoga in the 

Morrow Room; 7:15 p.m., Chancel 
Choir rehearsal.
 Church School for all ages is on 

January 15 from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. We 
encourage parents to bring the children 
and teens to class, and adults are wel-
come to the Adult Forum. The Adult 
Forum will hear from Rev. Heather Si-
gler. The Presbyterian Church has been 
a presence in the Middle East since 
1823. Today, much of the focus of our 
mission in this area involves support 
for those churches and agencies serv-
ing the growing refugee populations. 
Rev. Sigler has traveled to this region 
with members of the Syria-Lebanon 
Partnership Network. She will share 

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Middletown

 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring 
& Union Streets (121 N. Spring St), 
Middletown.
We are a Reconciling In Christ 

Church.
 Please join us for worship. Our wor-

ship times are: Wednesday morning at 
10 a.m., Saturday evening at 5 p.m., 
Sunday morning worship is at 10 a.m., 
Sunday Church School for all ages 
begins at 9 a.m. Our Sunday worship 
service is a recording of the 10 a.m. 
service, which is broadcast at 11 a.m. 
on WMSS 91.1FM. Our Saturday 
service is a casual traditional service. 
This service is usually 45 minutes in 
length. Please enter the church through 
the parking lot door.
Church and Community Events:
 Wed., Jan. 11: 10 a.m., Holy Com-

munion, Chapel; 1:30 p.m., Interfaith 
Apts. Holy Communion; 7 p.m., 
Chancel Choir.
 Thurs., Jan. 12: Newsletter deadline.
 Sat., Jan. 14: 5 p.m., Holy Com-

munion.
 Sun., Jan. 15: 2Epiphany; 9 a.m., 

Confirmation/Church School; 10 a.m., 
Holy Communion; 3 to 6 p.m., 250th 
Anniversary Tea Party and Period 
Drama. Includes a display of Martin 
Luther’s Touring 95 Theses exhibit 
with a historical drama and children’s 
colonial dress-up.
 Food Pantry News: Soups, canned 

fruits, veggies, cereals, condiments, 
baking products, noodles, canned 
meat products (tuna, chicken, etc.) and 
personal care items are always desired 
necessities. Items collected are taken to 
the Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming St., 
Royalton. Individuals may also take 
items directly to the food pantry, which 
is open Tuesdays and Fridays, from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
The Community Action Commission 

office is open Tuesdays, from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the same location.
 Visit our website at www.stpe-

tersmiddletown.org.
 Scripture for January 15: Isa 49:1-7; 

Ps 40:1-11; 1 Cor. 1:1-9; John 1:29-42.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Middletown

Grace United Methodist Church, 
433 E. Main St., Hummelstown, is 
hosting a Family and Friends night 
on Friday, Jan. 20. 
The snow date is Saturday, Jan. 21, 

same times, same place.
From 6 to 7 p.m., a spaghetti dinner 

including dessert will be served in the 
All-Purpose Room.  A love offering 
will be accepted to benefit Grace Youth 
Ministries.
At 7:15 p.m. in the sanctuary, iBlast 

Creative Ministry Team will present 
an outreach program for all ages.
iBlast is comprised of middle school 

and high school youth and adult leaders 
from Grace United Methodist Church. 
They use puppetry, gospel illusions, 
music, drama, dowel rod routines, 
human video, signing and blacklight 
to engage audiences and communicate 
the gospel.
To RSVP for the events, or to contact 

iBlast to invite them to perform, call 
the church office at 566-2897.

her experiences and update us on the 
current status of our denomination’s 
work in this part of the world.
 Please join us for worship at 10:30 

a.m. on Sunday, January 15. New 
Elders and Deacons will be Ordained 
and Installed during this service. Our 
sanctuary is handicapped accessible, 
and there are also hearing devices for 
anyone wanting to use one. Nursery is 
available during the service, as well 
as Bible Listening bags for children to 
utilize during the service. Do join us!
 Sun., Jan. 15: 4 to 5:30 p.m., Youth 

Fellowship icebreaker event at Pres-
byterian Congregation of Middletown.
 Mon., Jan. 16: Church office closed 

in observance of Martin Luther King 
Jr. day.
Our electronic newsletter can be 

accessed anytime: (1) Search for the 
website by typing in pcmdt.org or Pres-
byterian Congregation of Middletown; 
(2) The “home page” opens with a 
photo of our church bell tower; (3) Go 
to the upper right hand corner of the 
website and click on “resources”; (4) 
The new page opens with options: click 
on “newsletter.” (These are PDF files, 
should open with Adobe Acrobat).
 The Parish Nurse is available by call-

ing the church office at 717-944-4322. 
 For further information, see our 

Website www.pcmdt.org, visit our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
Presbyterian Congregation, or call 
the office.

Grace UM Church 
to host family, 
friends night

A new service called 511PAConnect 
has been launched to provide updates 
to motorists in the event of a long-term 
road closure due to accidents on the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike or other major 
state roadways.  
The service will be activated when 

personnel from the turnpike and 
PennDOT identify a potential long-
term closure, with the system being 
used only for emergencies that will 
last for a sustained period. 
The system will only work in areas 

with cellphone service. Motorists who 
receive the alert will have the option 
of registering for automatic text mes-
sages or phone call updates, along with 

follow-up notifications from turnpike 
and PennDOT staff monitoring the 
closure. Once the incident is resolved, 
motorists who registered for the alerts 
will be unsubscribed automatically 
and all personal data will be scrubbed 
from the system.  
PennDOT and the Turnpike Commis-

sion offer a variety of tools to keep 
travelers informed during all levels 
of incidents — including the 511PA 
smartphone app, a phone number, 
online sources and social media plat-
forms — but 511PAConnect is the first 
initiative of its kind to link directly 
to a targeted group of travelers who 
are being impacted by, or who are 
approaching, a large-scale emergency.

511PAConnect provides 
information about state roadways
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   (packing & wrapping)

• Picnic Table Coverings

• Arts & Crafts Projects

Good for    

END ROLLS
Plain Newspaper Print

Contributed photo

Megan Burghdorf of Lower Swatara Township, center, competed at the Pennsylvania State Farm Show 
on Saturday, Jan. 7, in the PA Preferred Youth Chocolate Cookie, Brownie and Bar Baking Contest. 
She placed second out of 74 entries. To participate at the Farm Show, each entrant had to be the first-
place winner at their local fair. In August, Megan’s Chocolate Espresso Brownies placed first at the 
Elizabethtown Fair.  The youth chocolate baking contest is open to students who are ages 8 to 18, and 
they must use chocolate as a main ingredient and also use as many PA Preferred products as possible. 
Megan is a 14-year-old freshman at Middletown Area High School.

And the winners are ...

Since annual Pap test cervical cancer 
screenings were introduced in the 
1950s, cases of what was once the No. 
1 cancer in women have plummeted, 
according to information provided by 
Lancaster Regional Medical Center. 
“Today, we know cervical cancer 

can be prevented with proper screen-
ing to find pre-cancers before they 
develop into invasive cancer,” said 
Thomas Fromuth, MD, FACOG, a 
physician with OBGYN of Lancaster, 
affiliated with both Lancaster Regional 
Medical Center and Heart of Lancaster 
Regional Medical Center. “It takes 
about 10 years for a normal cervix 
to become a cervical cancer. If a pre-
cancer is found in those 10 years, it 
can be treated, stopping cervical cancer 
before it really starts.”
One factor in cervical cancer is the 

prevalence of the human papilloma 
virus in society. An estimated 80 
percent of sexually active women 
will become infected with the virus 
at some point, but of the more than 
100 strains of HPV identified, only a 
few high-risk strains are connected to 

cervical cancer. The vast majority of 
HPV infections resolve without any 
treatment or intervention. 
The Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention recommends young 
women and men receive HPV vaccina-
tion at 11 or 12 years of age to provide 
the best protection long before the 
start of any sexual activity. Catch-up 
vaccines are recommended for males 
through age 21 and for females through 
26 years of age. 
“Unfortunately, the CDC reports 

more than 4,000 U.S. women still 
die from cervical cancer every year,” 
Fromuth said. “Women at risk of dying 
from the disease today are those who 
have been screened infrequently — or 
not at all.”
Recently, changing guidelines about 

screening frequency have created 
confusion. What used to be a clear 
direction from the American Cancer 
Society — “get a yearly Pap test” — 
has become less clear. Recommended 
time between screenings is now longer, 
and two separate tests are available. 

Not all physicians agree on the new 
guidelines. The following are rules 
from the American Congress of Ob-
stetricians and Gynecologists and the 
American Cancer Society. Discuss 
with a doctor whether these screening 
guidelines are right for you, based on 
your age, lifestyle and risk factors, 
Lancaster Regional Medical Center 
suggests. 
• All women should begin cervical 

cancer screening via a Pap test at 
age 21. 
• Women between the ages of 21 and 

29 should have a Pap test at least every 
three years. 
• HPV testing should be done only 

if needed after an abnormal Pap test. 
Women between the ages of 30 and 
65 should have both a Pap test and 
an HPV test at least every five years. 
• Women older than 65 who have 

had regular screenings with normal 
results should not be screened for 
cervical cancer. 
• Women who are at increased risk for 

cervical cancer may need to increase 
the frequency of these screenings.

January is National Cervical Cancer Awareness Month 

1093 N. Union Street
Middletown

Call for appointment 944.4031
EyeCareEyeWearCenter.com

WALTER R. GUSS, II, O.D.
Comprehensive Eyecare and Contact Lenses

We � t all types, including:
• Bifocal contacts
• 1 day contacts
• Contacts for astigmatism
• Colored contacts

We � t all types, including:

• Contacts for astigmatism

Interested in wearing 
contact lenses?

We carry the latest line of
 Ray Ban sunglasses. 

All 20% o� !

15% sr. citizen discount
“beauty head-to-toe”

2 S. Union Street
Middletown, PA 17057
Mon.-Fri. 9 am-10 pm

Sat. 8 am-6 pm
Sun. 10 am-6 pm

HAIRPORT
full service salon
717-944-7980

TOUCH OF CLASS
tanning salon
717-944-2400

15% sr. citizen discount
“beauty head-to-toe”

Middletown, PA 17057
Mon.-Fri. 9 am-10 pm

Sun. 10 am-6 pm

The Most Fashionable 
and chic hairstyles
at affordable prices
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For details call 717-944-4628 

or e-mail: info@pressandjournal.com

Increase Your Clientele.
Advertise HERE.

Realistic Resolutions 
for Busy Moms

Health,
Fitness,
Beauty

Guide Time is perhaps the most coveted thing moms have and it's crucial to manage it eff ectively for 
you and your family.

To help moms everywhere make the most of their precious minutes in 2017, actress, director, producer, entrepreneur, 
and mother-of-three, Melissa Joan Hart reveals her New Year's Resolutions, crafted from years of juggling different time 
consuming tasks.

•  Just say “no”: Sometimes you just have to decline requests or pick and choose which ones are doable. And remember, 
it's okay to ask for a rain check.

•  Limit screen time: It's easy to fall into the screen time black hole. Instead, be present -- put your phone down and limit 
your children's time in front of their screens. Even talk to your spouse!

•  Set aside 20 "Mom Minutes” daily: Do something for yourself for 20 minutes every day -- meditate, do a quick 
workout, call a friend you haven't spoken to in a while, or simply do nothing with a cup of coffee in hand.

•  Have one-on-one time with each child: Create no-fuss activities like coloring or playing cards that you can do with 
each child individually based on his or her personality. Spending quality time separately will feed your soul and theirs.

•  Try to be guilt free: As a working mom, you are doing things for your family even when you are at work, so don’t feel 
guilty about the time away from loved ones.

•  Make simple healthy changes: Remember that your kids are always watching, so being a good role model when it 
comes to health and fi tness will pay dividends for them and for you. Simple, easy changes in your daily routing can help 
you with your health goals.

•  Plan quality couple time: Make time to reignite your romance. Go out to a movie, take a walk together, write each 
other love notes.

And if you want to lose weight, as so many do in the New Year, Hart says, “Look for a plan that works for you. Choose a 
plan that is simple and fi ts your lifestyle.”

“Don’t put too much pressure on yourself to make grand resolutions,” 
says Hart. “It’s the small resolutions that can make every day just feel better.”

Source: StatePoint
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ut&about
2017 PA Farm Show 

Milkshakes, baby chicks, barrel racing and 
square dancing. There was something for  
everyone to enjoy at the 2017 PA Farm Show. 
These photos were taken Saturday, Jan. 7, by 

Bill Darrah.


