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Raider boys lose 
but make states; 
girls wrap up  B1

5 wrestlers in 
regionals B6

MAHS PLAY SET A3

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• ELIZABETHTOWN: Conditional 
Use Public Hearing. A4
• ROTALTON: Annual Audit 
Notice. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Notice of  Zon-

ing Hearing. A4

By Laura Hayes 
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

For Penn State Harrisburg 
freshman Madison Heider, Penn 
State runs in the family. 

Her mother works at the Milton 
S. Hershey Medical Center. While 
her family initially wanted her to 
attend the main campus in State 
College, Heider said she fell in love 
with the Harrisburg campus when 
she visited.

“It’s small enough that it’s a 
community, but you see different 
faces every day because there are 
5,000 people coming in and out,” 
Heider said. 

She was one of  four Penn State 
students to attend Sunday’s con-
versation to discuss the relation-
ship between Penn State and the 
Middletown area. It was the last 
in the three “Town and Gown 
Relationships” forums that were 
suggested by Bruce Humphrey, 
the interim pastor of  the Presbyte-
rian Congregation of  Middletown, 
where the forums took place.

“It was really eye-opening to see 
that [the community members] 
want us to help out,” Heider said.

“The thing is, we want to help 
out. We want to be involved. You 
just have to ask us,” sophomore 
Jordan Larkins added.

About 25 people attended the 
meeting, including Middletown 
Borough Councilors Dawn Knull 

and Jenny Miller and borough 
Human Relations Commissioner 
Mike Woodworth. 

Knull, who was born and raised 
in Middletown, said that when she 
was growing up, Middletown was a 
small community where everyone 
knew everyone and everything.

“Then you bring in Penn State,” 
Knull said. 

She continued: “A lot of  your 
older generations did not want 
to see the diversity, did not want 
to see the growth, did not want to 
see college kids coming into their 
little town and turning it into a 
college town.”

She added, “But we need to. 
We need to grasp it. We need to 

embrace it, and we need to move 
forward with it.”

Some of  the residents don’t 
know what Penn State can offer 
them, Knull said. She suggested 
some type of  meeting or com-
munication to let community 
members know what Penn State 
resources they can access, such 
as the university’s pool or student 
volunteers. 

Many of  the attendees asked the 
students what it was like to be a 
student at Penn State Harrisburg 
or whether students would be 
interested in religious services or 
Bible studies on campus. 

Humphrey said he heard some 
international students are sur-

prised when they arrive on cam-
pus, believing that Penn State Har-
risburg is located in a large city. 

“Then they arrive in Middle-
town and they look around and 
say, ‘I thought I was moving to a big 
city with access. Now I find myself  
on the edge of  farmland.’ Are there 
ways we can make it better for 
student life?” Humphrey asked. 

Larkins grew up in Virginia 
outside Washington, D.C., where 
public transportation is every two 
blocks. Here, she said, students 
need a car to get to events. 

“The campus is pretty close to-
gether, but the campus isn’t close 
to Middletown. … It’s hard to get 
to the community, and we want to 
be there,” Larkins said.

Penn State senior Katelan Mar-
tinez suggested more bridges or 
sidewalks to help students access 
the community. 

“But when I came to Middle-
town, I still enjoyed it because it 
was so different,” said Martinez, 
who grew up in New York City. “I 
always wanted to be by the farm-
land. You have amazing hiking 
trails. It’s so beautiful here.”

A bridge over Route 230 from the 
campus toward Middletown is part 
of  plans for a new Amtrak station 
that includes an extension of  Em-
aus Street. However, that project 
has been pushed into the 2020s.

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Penn State student Katelan Martinez listens to staff member Dan Morra during Sunday’s town-and-gown forum at Presbyterian Congregation of 
Middletown.

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Construction workers continue work on an Enterprise Rent-a-Car facility 
on land next to Sheetz on Route 230. The land is owned by Harrisburg 
International Airport and will be rented by PENRAC for 29 years. PENRAC 
owns rental car facilities in and around Harrisburg. While cars won't be 
rented at the location, it will be a sales, service and maintenance facility. 

Work continues on airport property

‘WE WANT TO BE INVOLVED’
PSU students, community members discuss helping each other

Penn State Lions Ambassadors Jordan Larkins, left, and Madison Heider 
share their experience living in Middletown at Sunday’s forum.

Please see PSU, page A5

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

One Middletown Borough 
Council member has filed a 
complaint against another — 
who owns rental properties — 
regarding the question of  how 
many unrelated people can live 
in the same house or apartment.

The complaint was filed this 
month against Councilor Diana 
McGlone regarding three rental 
properties in the 200 block of  
West Water Street. 

The complaint was filed by 
Jenny Miller, who also lives 
in that block. Miller, who has 
served on the council since the 
beginning of  the year, told the 
Press & Journal she filed the 
complaint on behalf  of  another 
resident who lives in the same 
block.

Miller’s complaint against 

McGlone led 
Council Presi-
dent Damon 
Suglia on Sun-
day, Feb. 18, to 
send an email 
to borough 
solicitors at 
McNees Wal-
lace & Nurick, 
B o r o u g h 
Manager Ken 
Klinepeter, 
B o r o u g h 
Chief  Codes 
Of f icer  Al 
Geosits and 
council Vice 
P r e s i d e n t 
Dawn Knull, 
informing them that Suglia is 
“removing Ms. McGlone from 
working on any future zoning, 

Olmsted rec 
board will  
be replaced

By Dan Miller and Laura Hayes
danmiller@pressandjournal.com
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Residents will have access to 
more — and more varied — recre-
ational programs through a new 
regional organization that will 
be run through the Middletown 
Area School District, advocates 
of  the initiative say.

The Middletown Area Recre-
ation Alliance, or MARA, will 
replace the Olmsted Regional 
Recreation Board, and is to be 
made up of  representatives from 
the school district, Lower Swata-
ra Township, and the boroughs 
of  Middletown and Royalton.

The new alliance will offer 
programs that are not available 
to residents through the Olmsted 
board, said MASD school board 
President Linda Mehaffie, such 
as ballroom dancing, yoga, zum-
ba, pickleball, soccer, volleyball, 
sewing and tennis.

“The sky is the limit,” she told 
the Press & Journal.

The alliance also could offer 
bus trips to places such as New 
York City — something Mehaffie 
said the Olmsted board used to 
offer, but has not in recent years.

However, the programs to 
be offered through the new al-
liance will need to be able to 
pay for themselves and be self-

sustaining, she said.
The alliance is modeled on the 

regional recreational structure 
in the Mechanicsburg Area 
School District, where the pro-
gram is led by director Tonya 
Brown.

Referring to the system in 
place in the 
Mechanicsburg 
area, “they try 
a program but 
if  it  doesn’t 
break even or 
make money, 
they don’t do it 
again,” Mehaffie 

said.
She said an overriding objec-

tive of  the study was how best 
to provide recreational services 
on a regional basis, without 
“overlapping, duplicating, and 
spending more” than necessary, 
while also improving offerings to 
residents throughout the school 
district.

Middletown Area School 
Board, Lower Swatara Township 
and Royalton Borough Council 
already have approved an agree-
ment creating the alliance and 
its bylaws.

Middletown Borough Council 
plans to approve the agreement 
during its March 6 meeting, 

MASD, Middletown, Lower 
Swatara, Royalton to create 
new alliance with more varied 
programs, advocates say

More inside
Middletown 
borough would 
be in charge of 
pool by itself. 
SEE PAGE A8.

Please see MARA, page A8

One councilor files 
complaint against 
another over rentals

McGlone

Miller

Please see RENTALS, page A4

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

If  you’re speeding when you 
cruise into Middletown, you 
might want to take your foot off 
the gas from now on.

Maybe make sure you stop 
at that stop sign, use your turn 
signal, and that all your lights 
are working.

In other words, drive like your 
mom — or borough police — are 
watching. If  your mom isn’t, 
chances are better these days 
that borough police are.

Police Chief George Mouchette 

has formed 
a new traffic 
safety unit.

T he unit 
w i l l  a l l ow 
police to pro-
vide more “fo-
cused atten-
tion” on en-
forcing traffic 

laws in the borough, said Patrol 
Officer Juan Castro, who has 
been assigned to lead the new 
unit under Mouchette and Sgt. 
Dennis Morris.

Drive carefully: Borough 
police start traffic safety 
unit for Middletown

Castro

Please see DRIVE, page A5
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Those leap year birthdays can be a problem

You’re Invited...

The Middletown Business Association is proud to announce 
our inaugural meeting on March 5, 2018 (5-7 pm est.)

at Alfred’s Victorian (38 North Union Street)

This meeting is open to the community
Join us as we set a course for partnership and success

Please RSVP by Noon on March 2nd:
middletownbusassocmtg.eventbrite.com

Join us as we set a course for partnership and success

Please RSVP by Noon on March 2nd:

We look forward 
to seeing you!

To place your business in this directory 
contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 
Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

CHIROPRACTOR/
PHYSICAL THERAPIST
THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-2225

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown
717-566-2525

Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PERSONAL TRAINING
Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-215-9607

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESTAURANT
Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-0450

SALON
Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown
717-944-7980

Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses Happy end of  February. Let 

us make sure to find those who 
were born on Feb. 29, known as 
“leapers.” Be sure to wish them 
a happy birthday at some point. 

It must be odd to have to skip 
your actual birthday so often. 
It is reported that “leap year 
babies” should celebrate their 
birthday on March 1, not Feb. 28. 
The simple reason is that they 
were not yet born on the 28th. So 
the correct day would be after 
the actual day: March 1.

When our kids were growing 
up, I would acknowledge their 
half-birthdays. Some years it 
may be a candle in a cupcake, 
other years, a small surprise. 
On busy years, they would get: 
“Hey, it is your half-birthday!” 

When they went off to college 
I would find an appropriate card 
(or work on it to make it be one) 
and send it to them on their half-
birthdays. 

This was fun for me. 
I mention all this because our 

youngest son, Daniel, was born 
Aug. 29. So, sadly he missed out. 
Somehow his half-birthday just 
didn't get recognized very often. 

Of  course he survived. This 
gives me an idea though. How 
about going over-the-top for our 
“leap day baby” friends and/
or family on Aug. 29? Just a 
thought.

Have a wonderful week. And 
yes, spring is less than three 
weeks away. Spring, please come 
in like a lamb and stay that way 
all month long! 

Birthdays 
Wishing Jill Krupilis of  Mid-

dletown an especially belated 
happy 50th birthday on Feb. 27. I 
hope you celebrate all this week. 
Enjoy!

Happy non-leap year birthday 
to Gloria Clouser of  Middletown. 
Hoping your Thursday, March 1 

cake-and-ice cream day is espe-
cially spiffy this year! Of  course, 
you can celebrate it when you 
want to!

Misty Gejoff of  Middletown 
turns 14 this non-leap year. 
Enjoy your birthday all week, 
Misty! Happy 14th to you.

Happy birthday to Donna 
Etter of  Lower Swatara. She 
celebrates her March 1 cupcake-
and-streamer day on Thursday. I 
hope it is lamb-like all day!

Nick Linn is 24 on Thursday, 
March 1. Best wishes for a fan-
tastic cake-and-ice cream day, 
Nick. I hope it is your best one 
yet!

Happy birthday greetings 
are sent to Eileen Gallagher of  
Lower Swatara. Wishing you a 
day full of  sweetness and beauty 
on Thursday, March 1. Enjoy it 
all week, Eileen!

Best wishes to Kyler Northrup 
on Friday, March 2. Here’s to a 
super-duper fantastic 23rd birth-
day, Kyler!

If  you see Dorothy Reider out 
and about the township on Mon-
day, March 5, be sure to give her 
your brightest smile and wish 
her a warm and happy birthday! 
Keep looking up, Dot!

Happy 23rd confetti-popping 
day to Garry Woodley. He gets to 
celebrate his cake day on Tues-
day, March 6. Wishing you a day 
of  sunshine, Garry!

Michael Cleland of  Lower 
Swatara hits birthday No. 20 on 
Tuesday, March 6. Enjoy this 
new decade of  possibilities, 
Michael!

Sending double birthday 
wishes to twins, Rosanna Tully 
of  Lower Swatara and John Fas-
nacht of  Marysville a wonderful 
and sunshiny birthday celebra-
tion on Tuesday, March 6. I hope 
each of  you have a terrific week!

Happy landmark 18th big-deal 
birthday to Morgan Kennedy 

of  Lower Swatara. Many good 
wishes of  smiles and surprises 
to you, Morgan, on Tuesday, 
March 6!

Emily Bendgen of  Lower 
Swatara observes her really big-
deal landmark 21st cake day on 
Tuesday, March 6. Congrats and 
best wishes for all your dreams 
coming true as you venture into 
being a full-fledged adult, Emily! 

Ladies Brunch
All women are invited to 

attend the March into Spring 
brunch buffet at the Italian 
Lodge, 128 Hillcrest Road, Her-
shey, at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
March 14.  This is presented by 
Hershey Area Women’s Connec-
tion, affiliated with Christian 
Women of  America.

The speaker, Annie Fried-
richs of  Lancaster, will share 
“Only Perfect Love Overcomes 
Inadequacy.” The musicians are 
Margaret and Royce Shaver of  
Dauphin. They are a mother-
and-son team who will entertain 
with vocal and piano duos.

Call Edna at 717-652-0997 or 
Mary at 717-533-3497 to make 
your reservation before March 
9. You may email: roseyposey3@
verizon.net. Why not grab your 
gal friend and come on out?

Township meetings
Lower Swatara Township 

meetings will be held at the 
municipal building on Spring 
Garden Drive at 7 p.m. unless 
noted:
Recreation Board: 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 7. 
Board of Commissioners: Wednesday, 
March 7 and 21.
Municipal Authority: Monday, March 
26.
Planning Commission: Thursday, 
March 22.
Zoning Hearing Board: Wednesday, 
March 28.

Peanut Butter Fudge
Recipe from the  

Wedding Book Collection
1 c. peanut butter
2 sticks butter
3 1/2 Tbsp. Hershey’s Cocoa
1 lb. 10x sugar
2 Tbsp. vanilla
Heat the peanut butter, butter 

and cocoa in a sauce pan. Stir oc-
casionally, until butter is melted.

Remove from heat and add all 
at once the sugar, and vanilla. 
Stir well, until all the sugar is 
blended. Spread into a greased 
8-by-8-inch pan. Cool. 

Quote of the Week
“There is always in February 

some one day, at least, when one 
smells the yet distant, but surely 
coming, summer.” — Gertrude 
Jekyll, British horticulturist, 
garden designer, artist and 
writer. 

Question of the Week
What is your favorite movie?
“‘Space Jam’ and ‘Star Wars.’” 

— Gyles Adderly, 14, Middle-
town.

“‘Guardian of  the Galaxy, 
Volume 2.’” — William Benkovic, 
14, Lower Paxton.

“Smurfs: The Lost Village.’” — 
Victoria Kelly, 10, Swatara.

“‘The Emoji Movie.’” — Anna 
Benkovic, 8, Lower Paxton. 

“‘The Book of  Life.’” — Miran-
da Burdsal, 8, Lower Paxton. 

“‘Invincible.’ Go Eagles!” — 
Scott Ackerman, Lower Swata-
ra. 

Proverb for the Week
Do not testify against your 

neighbor without cause, or use 
your lips to deceive (24:28).

You may reach LaVonne Acker-
man by phone at 717-649-7366 
or by email at LaVonneAck@
comcast.net.

Zoey Renee 
Bright and Tre 
Thomas Leach 
are the Mid-
dletown Area 
High School 
Students of  the 
Month for Feb-
ruary.

Bright is the 
daughter of  Earl and Karen 
Bright.

School activities include choir, 
band, musical, fall play, wrestling 
manager, Spectrum GSA, Link 
Crew, National Honor Society, and 
Tri-M Music honors society

Her church and community 
activities include community the-
ater at the Hershey Playhouse and 
Theater Harrisburg, volunteering 
with Caring Hearts Pet Therapy, 
and volunteering at Hershey 
Theater.

Her honors and awards include 

being a Na-
tional Associa-
tion of  Teach-
ers of  Singing 
regional and 
chapter win-
ner. She was 
a Hal Leonard 
Vocal Competi-
tion finalist.

She previously worked at the 
Middletown Swim Club and the 
Middletown Public Pool.

She plans to attend college and 
major in musical theater.

“I am very thankful to be cho-
sen for February’s Student of  
the Month. I am grateful to be 
in a school district and commu-
nity that provides a tremendous 
amount of  academic and extra-
curricular activities. Thank you 
to all of  my teachers and peers 
for constantly supporting me, and 
thank you again for this honor.”

Leach is the son of  Thomas and 
Jennifer Leach.

His school activities include 
MiniTHON, assisting in Life Skills 
class, Link Crew, basketball, track 
and field and football.

Community activities include 
helping with Youth Club football 
and running the basketball clock.

Honors and awards include 
the honor roll, David H. Degler 
Award (football), and numerous 
all-league awards in sports.

He is a host/busser at Hoss’s 
Steak and Sea House.

He plans to attend a four-year 
college and major in special edu-
cation.

His career goals are to be a 
teacher and coach at Middletown.

“I would like to thank all of  the 
staff who nominated me. There are 
so many students in Middletown 
who deserve this award, so I am 
very grateful for it.”

Bright Leach

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Bright, Leach receive MAHS honors

TOWN TOPICS
Fish fry at Londonderry 
Fire Company slated

Londonderry Fire Company, 
2655 Foxianna Road, Middle-
town, is sponsoring its Fish Fry 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday, March 2, 
9, 16, 23 and 30.

Call 717-944-2175 for takeout.

Homemade Easter eggs 
for sale at Geyers UMC

Geyers United Methodist 
Church, 1605 Geyers Church 
Road, Middletown, will sell 
homemade Easter eggs through 
March 20. 

Eggs are available at the 
church from noon to 6 p.m. Tues-
days and from 8 a.m. to noon 
Saturdays. For more informa-
tion, call 717-944-6426.

Craft vendors wanted for 
Strawberry Festival 

Craft vendors are wanted 
for Frey Village’s Strawberry 
Festival from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, June 2.

For more information, contact 
activities director Tracy Klein 

at 888-995-8361 or email kleint@
diakon.org.

Annual fish fry at Seven 
Sorrows continues

Seven Sorrows Catholic 
Church, Race and Conewago 
streets, Middletown, is sponsor-
ing its 21st annual Fish Fry on 
Friday, March 2, 9, 16 and 23 
from 5 to 8 p.m.

Call 717-944-5488 after 4 p.m. 
for takeout. Visit ssvbm.org for a 
menu and specials.

Ebenezer UM Church 
selling chocolate eggs

Ebenezer UM Church and 
Childcare, 890 Ebenezer Road, 
Middletown, is selling its home-
made chocolate Easter eggs. 

To order, call 717-944-6080 or 
717-717-583-0502.

Middletown Business 
Association to meet

The Middletown Business As-
sociation will hold its inaugural 
meeting from 5 to 7 p.m. Monday, 
March 5 at Alfred’s Victorian, 38 

N. Union St., Middletown.
The meeting is open to the 

community. RSVP by noon 
March 2. 

Visit middletownbusassocmtg.
eventbrite.com.

Perohi and kielbasa sale 
at St. Ann Byzantine

Perohi and kielbasa will be 
on sale during Lent at the St. 
Ann Byzantine Catholic Church 
Parish Hall, 5408 Locust Lane, 
Harrisburg, through March 16. 
Wednesday hours are 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and 4 to 6 p.m. and 9 
a.m. to noon Saturdays.

For more information, call 717-
652-0545 or visit stannbyz.org. 

AARP tax services at 
Middletown Home

The Middletown Home, 999 W. 
Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, 
again will play host to AARP tax 
services, free to the community.

Sessions will be held every 
Thursday morning through 
April 12 by appointment only.

Call 717-944-3351 to schedule 
the appointment.
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GUIDELINES & FEES
Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director that 
you would like your love one’s 
obituary to appear in the paper.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for photo 
billed through funeral home. 

Card of Thanks & In Memoriam: 
Contact Press & Journal at 717-
944-4628 or e-mail PamSmith@
pressandjournal.com 
Fee: $10 / 45 words or less, paid 
in advance - Cash, Check, Charge

DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

VOLUME 128 – NO.  9  

THE PRESS AND
 JOURNAL, INC.

Established 1854

(USPS 443-100)
Published Every Wednesday

PRESS & JOURNAL BUILDING
20 S. Union Street, Middletown

PHONE: (717)944-4628
FAX: (717)944-2083
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Periodicals Postage Paid at Harrisburg, PA.

POSTMASTER: Send address 
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Press and Journal, Inc

20 S. Union Street

Middletown, PA 17057-1445

524 Holly Street • Elizabethtown
Conveniently located from Middletown, 

just off Route 283 and Route 230

Call anytime for 
an appointment 367-2043

JACK’S
TAX PREP

FORM 1040 ...............$85
FORM 1040A ............$75
FORM 1040EZ ..........$30

E-FILE AVAILABLE

3444 Round Top Rd., Elizabethtown

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES

•Tree & Shrubbery Pruning•Tree & Stump Removal
•Fertilization •Cabling

TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial
State Licensed Applicator

 FULLY INSURED
YEAR ’ROUND

24 Hr. Storm Damage Response

533-4458 • 367-3724 

Daniel L. Musser, 
Certifi ed Arborist

Hershey

MEMBER

NATIONAL ARBORIST 
ASSOCIATION

DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Thurs. 9-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

Angela I. Hollenback 
MIDDLETOWN

Angela I. (Swaintek) Hollen-
back, 93, of  Middletown, entered 
into eternal rest on Monday, 
February 19, 2018 at Community 
General Osteopathic Hospital. 

 She was born on May 31, 1924 
in Larksville, Pa. and was the 
daughter of  the late Stanley and 
Nellie (Pluta) Swaintek. 

 Angela was a member of  the 
Seven Sorrows of  the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary Catholic Church, Parish 
Council of  Catholic Women, Seven 
Sorrows Golden Group, and a 
volunteer at Frey Village. 

 In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her lov-
ing husband Frank P. Hollenback, 
a brother Stanley Swaintek, and a 
sister Helen Sabecky. 

 She is survived by her two 
children, Frank P. Hollenback 
Jr. of  Middletown and Mary Ann 
Pugliese of  Honeoye Falls, N.Y. 

 Mass of  Christian burial was 
celebrated at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 
February 27, 2018 at Seven Sor-
rows of  the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Catholic Church, 280 N. Race St., 
Middletown, with the Rev. Ted 
Keating officiating. Viewing was 
from 10 a.m. until the time of  
Mass, Tuesday in the narthex of  
the church. 

 Burial was in Resurrection 
Cemetery, Harrisburg.

 The family has entrusted the 
care of  the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., 260 East Main St., Middletown 
to handle the funeral arrange-
ments. 

 Memorial contributions may 
be made to Seven Sorrows of  the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic 
Church, 280 N. Race St., Middle-
town, PA 17057.

 Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.  

Sara Wenner
FORMERLY OF MIDDLETOWN

 Sara Wenner, formerly of  
Middletown, passed away in Har-
lem, Ga. 

 She was preceded in death by 
her husband Stanley Wenner 
Sr., daughter Kathy Chenoweth, 
parents Robert and Rosa Halbleib, 
brothers Robert, John, Walter, 
and sisters Cora Rose and Jane 
Colbaugh. 

 She is survived by her son Rob-
ert (Donna) Chenoweth of  Harlem 
Ga.; nephew Chuck Colbaugh, 
stepchildren Debbie (Richard) 
Workman, Linda (Stewart) Lutz, 
Stanley (Alicia) Wenner, and 
Michael (Linda) Wenner; grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 

 Interment will be at Indiantown 
Gap Cemetery on Wednesday, 
March 7 at 11 a.m. 

Helen Coover 
FORMERLY OF MIDDLETOWN

 Helen Coover, 90, of  Columbia 
formerly of  Middletown, entered 
into eternal rest on Tuesday, 
February 20, 2018 at Susquehanna 
Valley Nursing and Rehab.

 A tribute to Helen’s life was held 
on Friday, February 23, 2018 at 10 
a.m. at Matinchek Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, Inc., 260 
East Main St., Middletown, with 
the Rev. Britt Strohecker officiat-
ing. There was a viewing from 9 
a.m. until the hour of  the service 
on Friday.

 Interment was at Woodlawn 
Memorial Gardens Cemetery, 
Harrisburg.

 For full obituary and to leave 
condolences online please visit 
www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

William Acker
MIDDLETOWN

 William Ross Acker, 89, of  
Middletown, entered into eternal 
rest on Wednesday, February 21, 
2018 at Hershey Medical Center, 
Hershey.

 He was born July 25, 1928 in 
Pittsburgh and was the loving son 
of  the late Hobart W. and Grace 
(Ross) Acker.

 Bill was in the U.S. Marine Corps 
from 1946 to 1950. He started work 
as an electrician and was a lifelong 
member of  the IBEW. He worked 
in the construction industry as 
an electrical engineer and built 
electrical power plants all over 
the world. He worked for Untied 
Engineers & Constructors, Gil-
bert Associates, Nuclear Power 
Services (NPS), and self-employed 
with GPU Nuclear to support out-
ages and plant modifications. In 
semi-retirement, Bill then took 
his talents to Sunset Golf  Course. 
Bill enjoyed horseback riding, golf, 
attending his grandkids sporting 
events and recitals and soaking 
up the sun.

 In addition to his parents Wil-
liam is preceded in death by his 
wife Margaret (Sugar) Acker, 
infant son William Jr., and sisters 
Mary Mathis and Nancy Acker.

 Bill is survived by his children, 
Stephen Acker and his wife Caro-
lyn (Hippensteel) of  Middletown, 
Molly Bushwaller and her hus-
band Bill of  Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., 
Michael Acker and his wife Leann 
(Stauffer) of  Hummelstown, and 
Ann Bathurst and her husband 
Troy of  Middletown; grandchil-
dren, Jennifer Crater, Jonathan 
and Sean Acker, Brandyn, Grace 
and Margaret Bathurst; two great-

grandchildren; siblings, Peggy 
Walmer, Grace Acker, Hobart 
Acker; and brother-in-law, Norm 
Mathis. 

 There was Mass of  Christian 
Burial on Monday, February 
26, 2018 at 11 a.m. at Seven Sor-
rows of  the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Catholic Church, 280 N. Race St., 
Middletown, with Fr. Ted Keating 
as celebrant. There was a viewing 
Sunday, February 25, 2018 from 6 to 
8 p.m. at Matinchek Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, Inc., 260 
East Main St., Middletown and 
on Monday from 10 a.m. until the 
time of  the service at the church. 

 In lieu of  flowers, the family 
requests donations are made to 
Semper Fi Fund, Box 555193, Camp 
Pendleton, CA 92055 or Grane 
Hospice, 1200 Camp Hill Bypass, 
Camp Hill, PA 17011.

 Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.
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Superintendent outlines 
Steel-High challenges in 
light of parents’ petition
to send children to MASD 
By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Steelton-Highspire School 
District Superintendent Travis 
Waters wasn’t surprised when 
the Pennsylvania Department 
of  Education rejected a petition 
from a group of  Highspire par-
ents to let their children attend 
Middletown 
Area School 
District. 

“It’s a much 
deeper issue 
than school 
choice,” Wa-
t e r s  s a i d . 
“There are a 
whole host of  
issues that go along with growing 
up in poverty.”

In 2014, the Highspire Educa-
tion Coalition filed a petition 
with the court, at the time asking 
to transfer 229 students living 
within the boundaries of  Steel-
High to MASD. 

In its decision filed earlier this 
month, PDE Deputy Secretary 
Matthew Stem concluded that 
while students may benefit edu-
cationally from transferring to 
MASD, the transfer would nega-
tively affect Steel-High students 
and the district’s finances.

Waters acknowledged that 
there were disparities between 
the two districts — one of  the 
biggest, he said, was the early 
childhood education offerings. In 
the past, Steel-High used to have 
all-day kindergarten like MASD, 
but budget cuts led to reducing 
the kindergarten program to 
half-day. 

Currently, Steel-High has six 
half-day kindergarten and three 
Headstart — a program targeted 
toward children ages 3 to 5 that is 
designed to help a child’s literacy, 
cognitive and socio-emotional 
skills. 

Students are going to benefit 
more from all-day kindergarten, 
Waters said, and the district is 
working to bring it back.

“There is a disparity there, 
and what are we going to do to 
address that,” Waters said.

According to PDE’s decision, 
30 percent of  families with 
children living in Steel-High 
borders earn wages at or below 
the poverty line. Stem noted that 
this number is almost double 
the rate compared to MASD and 
Dauphin County. 

Generally speaking, Waters 
said there are challenges for 
students who grow up in pov-
erty compared to those who 
come from affluent families. For 
example, he said the students 
are more likely to be exposed to 
lead-based poisoning, alcohol 
or drug abuse and unhealthy 
eating habits.

“Steelton-Highspire is a food 
desert,” Waters said. He ex-
plained that if  a parent does not 
have reliable transportation, the 
family might be getting their food 

from convenience stores.
In his own experience, when 

his daughter was 5 years old, 
she had been on a plane several 
times and knew what a tarmac 
or airport taxi was. Students in 
poverty, Waters said, are not 
exposed to similar vocabulary 
levels and may not come into 
school at the same academic level 
as his or her peers. 

According to Stem’s report, 
from 2013 to 2015, MASD students 
scored an average composite 
SAT score of  261 points higher 
than their Steel-High peers. Ad-
ditionally, Middletown students 
scored higher on the ACT and 
Advanced Placement exams. 
During the same period of  time, 
MASD performed better in every 
grade and subject area on the 
Pennsylvania System School of  
Assessment — a standardized 
test measuring students’ profi-
ciency in math, English language 
arts and science from grades 
three through eight. 

What is Steel-High doing to ad-
dress these issues? Waters said 
the district is taking a holistic 
approach — hiring a school social 
worker who can connect families 
to resources, meeting with ex-
pectant parents and discussing 
healthy eating options. 

In the schools, school lead-
ers are adding socio-emotional 
curriculum, which Waters said 
could improve school climate 
while also addressing bullying 
complaints and class disruption. 

“If  you can improve the cli-
mate, you can improve the 
achievement,” he said. 

Stem also concluded that 
transferring the students would 
negatively impact the Steel-High 
students who remain in the 
district. 

The transfer, Waters said, 
would move the tax base away 
from Steelton-Highspire.

“It would devastate the school 
financially,” he said. 

According to Stem’s report, 
Steel-High was identified as a 
“financially distressed school 
district, and in 2013, Steelton-
Highspire was placed on fi-
nancial watch. Waters said the 
district’s financial situation has 
improved. In 2017-18, for the first 
time in six years, the district had 
more revenue than expenditures. 

However, coalition spokesman 
Ken Becker said in a press release 
that PDE’s decision solidifies the 
coalition’s view that students 
would benefit academically from 
transferring to the Middletown 
district. 

On Feb. 12, coalition lawyers 
requested an administrative 
hearing with PDE in Common-
wealth Court. 

“If  this decision is not re-
versed, it will force Highspire 
children to remain in a school 
district that district officials and 
the department both recognize 
is failing academically,” Becker 
said. 

Waters

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Middletown Area High School 
Performing Arts will present 
the 2018 spring musical “Once 
Upon a Mattress” at 7 p.m. 
March 8, 9 and 10. Based on 
the fairy tale “The Princess and 
the Pea,” this satiric retelling 
features a bumbling prince and 
his controlling mother choosing 
his princess, amidst an over-
eager court of knights and 
ladies pining for wedded bliss. 
MAHS Mini-THON will play host to 
a spaghetti dinner at 5 p.m. prior 
to the March 9 show to support 
Four Diamonds for an added fee. Tickets are $12 for adults, $8 for seniors 
and students. Email mahsshowtickets@yahoo.com or call 717-645-4369. 
Reserved seating is only available during presale. All tickets purchased 
the night of the show will be first-come, first-served general admission. 

MAHS spring play is next week
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20 S. Union Street, Middletown
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
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  Detectors

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
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(717) 944-4628 
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ADOPT: Nurturing couple 
will provide a stable, secure 
home, full of unconditional love 
for your baby. Expense paid. 
Call/Text 646-983-1623. Lisa 
and Brian

RETI RED H ANDYM AN 
WANTED: Harmony Hall Estate 
& Karen’s Catering, LLC is 
looking for a handyman to 
help keep our beautiful event 
venue in good working order 
for our clients. HOURS: PT, 
mainly Monday-Friday between 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. DUTIES: Repair 
items as needed; clean ballroom 
- remove scuff marks and spills, 
operate floor machine; move 
tables, chair, AV equipment, etc. 
as needed; set up/tear down 
wedding ceremony chairs; 
clean and restock restrooms; 
maintain cleanliness of parking 
lot and lawn areas buy picking 
up debris (trash, branches, 
etc.); maintain pond by 
skimming, cleaning skimmers 
and treating water; coordinate 
service contract maintenance.
SKILLS: Plumbing (mainly 
PVC) and be able to repair leaky 
faucets, toilets, visible pipes, 
etc.; electrical systems and be 
able to find shorts in outlets, 
replace outlets, light fixtures, 
light bulbs, etc.; carpentry 
and be able to fix door hinges, 
door knobs, handrails, etc.; 
general constructions and be 
able to assist in determining 
corrective actions needed in 
repairs; communicate well 
with other and be able to 
provide input into proper 
corrective actions needed; 
lift 50 pounds. BENEFITS: 
Friendly, professional work 
environment; management 
team that truly cares about 
their staff; competitive hour 
rate based on skills needed; 
flexible work schedule. WAGE: 
$10-$15 per hour. Call today to 
schedule an interview 717-985-
9300, Ext. 3. (3/7)

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents *Leads, No 
Cold Calls *Commissions Paid 
Daily *Agency Training *Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020

COMMERCIAL SPACES 
- Downtown Plaza. Square 
footage ranging from 960-
3800. Great rates - as low as 
$6.95 Square foot - 1 Month 
free. Call Mike Murphy Rentals 
717-232-5420 (3/28)

APARTMENT FOR rent, 
47B Brown St., Middletown – 
recently remodeled, 2nd floor, 
1 bedroom, 1 bath, off-street 
parking, non-smoking. No 
pets. $600 per month. Security 
deposit required. Call 717-571-
1004. (1/7)

TO NON-SMOKER ONLY – 
2nd floor apt. Country location, 
river view, 1 large bedroom, 
large living room, eat-in kitchen, 
and bath. Heat, water, garbage 
provided. Onsite laundry. 
$600/month. Security deposit 
required. Call 717-944-0712. 
(2/28TF)

TO NON-SMOKER ONLY 
– 1st floor apt., exceptionally 
good condition. One bedroom, 
large double living room, large 
kitchen with comfortable dining 
area, bath, private entrance. 
Water and sewer provided. 
Security deposit required. 
$600/month. Call 717-944-
0712. (2/28TF)

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill 
– Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 800-567-0404 Ext.300N

Wanted/Buy or Trade: 
F R EO N  R 1 2  WA N T E D : 
CERTIFIED BUYER will PAY 
CA$H for R12 cylinders or cases 
of cans. (312)291-9169; www.
refrigerantfinders.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given by the 
Elizabethtown Borough Council of a 
Public Hearing to be held on March 
15, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at the Elizabeth-
town Borough Office, 600 S. Hanover 
Street, Elizabethtown, PA 17022. The 
purpose of the Public Hearing is to 
consider a Conditional Use application 
to construct new residential units within 
the Mixed Use Zoning District at the 
northwest corner of the intersection 
of Masonic Drive and Bainbridge 
Road. The application is relative to 
Chapter 27, Part 12A, §12A04.H 
“Conditional Uses.” and Chapter 27, 
Part 12A, §12A06.E “Construction of 
Residential Units.” 
By Order of the Borough Council 
President.

#139 0221-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Borough of Royalton

NOTICE is hereby given, the AUDI-
TORS for the Borough of Royalton 
have scheduled the following dates for 
the purpose of conducting the annual 
audit for the year ending 12/31/2017.
Dates are as follows:
 March 12, 2018
               8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
 March 13, 2018
               8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
The audit will be conducted at the 
Royalton Borough Offices
101 Northumberland Street
Royalton, PA.
Borough of Royalton
Gwynn Topper, Chairperson

#143 0228-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF HEARING 

BOROUGH OF MIDDLTOWN
  ZONING HEARING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Zoning Hearing Board of the Borough 
of Middletown will meet to conduct a 
hearing on Thursday, March 15, 2018 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. in Borough Hall, 
60 West Emaus Street, Middletown, 
PA, regarding the following appeal:
The Board will consider the application 
of Timothy A. Griesemer, 606 Vine 
Street, Middletown. The property is 
a single family detached dwelling 
(Tax Parcel No. 42-029-001) and is 
Zoned R-1.
Applicant is proposing to construct a 
detached garage in the rear yard and 
is requesting variances to maximum 
size (1000sf allowed, 1600sf proposed) 
and maximum accessory building 
height (16ft allowed, 22ft proposed) 
under Zoning Ordinance Section 
260-1501.B&G.
All persons interested in attending the 
hearing should use the rear entrance of 
Borough Hall; parking is available in the 
rear of the building; enter through the 
Glass Door. The hearing will be held on 
the Second Floor in Council Chambers 
or Conference Room accessible via the 
rear lobby elevator or stairs.

Al Geosits
Zoning & Code Officer

#144 0228-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com
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codes, or overlay issues or laws 
pertaining to the borough.” Sug-
lia also sent the email to McGlone.

Suglia said his intent is not to 
shut McGlone out of  the process, 
but that council work as a team.

“I don’t want her working on 
this alone. We are going to work 
on this as seven council people,” 
Suglia said.

At the heart of  Miller’s com-
plaint is a concern that the num-
ber of  unrelated people living in 
McGlone’s properties is causing 
a shortage of  available on-street 
parking.

The Press 
& Journal ob-
tained a copy 
of  a notice of  
violation that 
McGlone re-
ceived from 
the borough 
dated Feb. 23. 
The notice obtained appears to 
refer only to one of the West Water 
Street properties.

The notice says while the prop-
erty itself  is a permitted use in 
the R-2 residential zoning district, 
the property is being rented to 
“a total of  four” unrelated Penn 
State Harrisburg students.

“This is a violation of  the 
Middletown borough zoning or-
dinance,” the notice says.

Asked if  the borough should 
refer the complaint to an outside 
independent agency because 
it involves an elected official, 
Suglia told the Press & Journal 
in a phone interview on Friday 
that he did not believe that to be 
necessary.

“She is not being investigated 
as a councilor but as a landlord,” 
Suglia said. “Our borough is ca-
pable of  handling this. It is not 
a criminal matter, it is a zoning 
matter.”

He acknowledged that Mc-
Glone could be fined, but only if  
she chooses not to “conform” to 
the zoning ordinance. 

McGlone suggests change
Two days after the email from 

Suglia, McGlone during council’s 
most recent meeting on Feb. 20 
proposed that council “consider 
changing the zoning to limit the 
number of  adults over the age of  
18 in a single dwelling unit to be 
less than five or six, depending on 
the overall square footage of  the 
property to address overcrowd-
ing and address the definition 
of  family, as it’s 2018 and the 
borough’s definition of  family is 
outdated.”

Suglia said he believes it is a 
conflict of  interest for McGlone 
as a sitting councilor to propose 
a change that impacts how many 
people are allowed to rent from 
her in her properties.

Asked by the Press & Journal 
if  it is not a conflict of  interest 
for McGlone as a councilor to 
be proposing a change in law 
that potentially benefits her, she 
responded by saying “Isn’t that 
my job and duty as an elected 
official, to put forth policies that 
benefit the entire community?”

Suglia in the email referred to 
“concern” that McGlone, “with 
her influence…in regards to zon-
ing and code changes within the 
borough, may be partial to the 
changes being discussed by using 
her stature as a council member 
to possibly try to tilt the changes 
in her favor for her rental units,” 
according to the email, a copy 
of  which Suglia provided to the 
Press & Journal.

Suglia goes on to write in the 
email, “while this may or may not 
be the case, it may raise questions 
to the public moving forward.”

Suglia added that after Miller 
had filed her complaint with the 
borough, Suglia became aware of  
comments from McGlone stating 
that “she was working with” the 
solicitor “to change these rules 
and regs that will allow what 
she is trying to accomplish to 
be legal.”

“I can’t have somebody saying 
this to the public. Then the public 
will think this is backdoor poli-
tics,” Suglia said. 

The Feb. 18 email from Suglia 
prompted McGlone to read her 
statement during the Feb. 20 
council in which — before call-
ing for changes to the proposed 
ordinance — she contended that 
Suglia does not have the legal 
authority “to institute a policy to 
prevent a sitting council member 
from discussions regarding bor-
ough matters.”

McGlone labeled Suglia’s con-
tention that she might “slant the 
zoning or codes to benefit myself  
because I am a landlord” as “quite 
humorous.”

“I am the one who has put 
forth proposals for a residen-

tial rental inspection program 
to address safety concerns for 
renters” and “a re-investment 
program that will provide low 
interest loans for homeowners 
and businesses to improve their 
properties,” McGlone said in her 
statement, adding “I’ve spent 
countless hours putting forth 
a new property codes proposal 
that was adopted to finally allow 
the borough to legally address 
blighted properties and go after 
slumlords. I continue to put forth 
proposals and ideas to improve 
our zoning and codes to address 
parking issues and overcrowding 
in units, and legally address the 
usage of  properties whose usage 
is rentals and hospitality as the 
town continues to grow in popula-
tion and the rate of  rental units 
within our borough will rise with 
Penn State Harrisburg expanding 
and growing.”

No copy of complaint
Suglia in a phone interview 

with the Press & Journal on Fri-
day, Feb. 23, said that despite the 
wording of  his Feb. 18 email, he 
is “not removing” McGlone from 
the process.

“I am letting her know that 
(staff) is not to take any direc-
tion from her alone in regards 
to doing any proposed ordinance 
or zoning ordinance changes,” 
Suglia said. 

McGlone said she is “100 per-
cent behind” the change she 
proposed at the meeting. 

“You start with that with a 
discussion, not with targeting a 
landlord who rents to students,” 
she said.

McGlone told the Press & 
Journal she is not sole owner of  
the properties, but co-owns them 
along with her father and other 
business partners.

According to Dauphin County 
tax records, the properties are 
owned by Sweet Arrow Proper-
ties LLC, which has the same 
address as McGlone’s residence 
in the 800 block of  Adelia Street.

The third property named 
in the complaint is owned by 
Middletown Properties LLC, 
which according to county tax 
records also has the same address 
as McGlone’s residence.

Miller declined to provide a 
copy of  her complaint, which 
she said she had provided to the 
borough via email. 

Klinepeter also denied a re-
quest from the Press & Journal 
for a copy of  the complaint filed 
against McGlone.

“A code complaint is consid-
ered a non-criminal investigation 
and is considered an exception 
to the Right-To-Know Act,” 
Klinepeter told the Press & Jour-
nal in an email. “Therefore I can’t 
provide it to you.”

Being targeted?
McGlone said the notice of  vio-

lation she has received from the 
borough pertains to the definition 
of  a family in the borough code 
as being “one or more persons 
occupying one dwelling unit 
and maintaining one common 
household, provided that no more 
than two persons are unrelated 
by blood, marriage or adoption. 
Foster children shall be consid-
ered as adopted for the purpose 
of  this definition.”

McGlone said she considers the 
complaint to be discriminatory 
against Penn State Harrisburg 
students. 

She also contends that she is 
being “targeted” by borough 
council, in that McGlone said she 
is only one of  many landlords in 
Middletown who rent to Penn 
State Harrisburg students.

“To my knowledge, no other 
property owners who also rent to 
more than two unrelated persons 
are being issued alleged violation 
notices within the borough,” Mc-
Glone told the Press & Journal 
in an email.

The notice Feb. 23 followed 
McGlone being contacted regard-
ing the complaint by Geosits on 
Monday, Feb. 12.

According to emails provided 
by McGlone to the Press & Jour-
nal, she and Geosits had arranged 
to meet at the properties on West 
Water Street on Thursday, Feb. 
15. However, McGlone said she 
had to cancel the meeting due to 
an unrelated scheduling conflict 
involving her job.

McGlone said she heard noth-
ing further until receiving the 
Feb. 23 notice of  violation.

Asked if  she is violating the 
ordinance by allowing too many 
unrelated people to live in the 
residences, McGlone said she and 
her partners intend to fight the 
complaint using “legal” means, 
the exact nature of  which she 
declined to specify.

She contended that the parking 

issues in the 200 block of  West 
Water Street were there before 
she and her partners acquired 
the properties. She added that 
parking is a problem all over the 
borough.

Occupancy permits
Miller, who was elected in 

November, filed the complaint 
following a council discussion 
she had brought up in January 
regarding occupancy permits in 
Middletown and how this relates 
to the availability of  on-street 
parking.

The discussion led to an infor-
mal consensus among council 
that the borough should be 
enforcing an existing ordinance 
that requires all landlords in 
Middletown to inform the bor-
ough regarding how many ten-
ants live in a given rental unit, 
and whether those tenants are 
married.

Landlords are also to provide 
details regarding the habitable 
square footage of  a rental unit, 
information that the borough 
can use to determine how many 
off-street parking spaces the 
property owner is required to 
provide under borough law.

“We need occupancy permits 
on these buildings,” Miller told 
the Press & Journal. “It would 
create a better environment for 
the tenant, the landlord and 
certainly the neighborhood. 
Our neighborhood has lost its 
harmony of  being a neighbor-
hood, because everyone is upset 
over this parking situation. I see 
neighbors fighting with neigh-
bors over this, and that’s not how 
it’s supposed to be.”

Miller said she is not “target-
ing one particular person” — 
McGlone in this instance — but 
trying to bring to light a situation 
that needs addressed borough-
wide.

“I just see a situation that 
(should) have some kind of  con-
trol put on it,” Miller said, adding 
that besides parking there are 
health and safety reasons why 
the borough needs to know how 
many people live in a rental unit 
at any given time. “If  there was 
a fire how would we know how 
many people we are looking for?”

Miller also said that before 
getting elected to council she 
had been aware of  complaints 
involving over-crowding regard-
ing rental units elsewhere in the 
borough.

Miller herself  is the owner 
of  two single-family homes in 
Middletown that she said are both 
rented out to families.

Regarding possible changes 
to the ordinance, Miller said “I 
don’t think a landlord should 
be making these decisions, but 
through the solicitor and council 
as a whole this program should 
be rectified so everyone is happy. 
That’s my hope.”

New procedure for solicitor
Suglia in the email also lays out 

a procedure by which tasks as-
signed to the borough solicitor by 
council are to go through Suglia 
as council president.

“If  (the solicitor) needs to ask 
someone something I would take 
that back to council,” Suglia told 
the Press & Journal in the phone 
interview. “It would be my job 
then to bring this back to council, 
not to make a decision (unilater-
ally as council president) but to 
bring it back to council.”

Direction to the solicitor would 
then be relayed through Suglia, 
based upon what council seeks to 
accomplish “as a team,” Suglia 
added.

Suglia said that if  he did not 
have legal authority to take the 
action regarding McGlone, he 
would have been informed of  
that by borough Solicitor Adam 
Santucci.

Suglia also provided to the 
Press & Journal a Feb. 19 email 
from Santucci regarding a discus-
sion that Santucci and Suglia had 
had about Suglia’s email regard-
ing McGlone.

Suglia said that the Feb. 19 
email from Santucci is “confirma-
tion” of  the process going forward 
by which questions and concerns 
from council are to be conveyed 
to the solicitor and to borough 
staff, and vice versa.

RENTALS: McGlone says she’s being ‘targeted’
From page A1

Suglia

“To my knowledge, no 
other property owners 
who also rent to more 
than two unrelated 
persons are being issued 
alleged violation notices 
within the borough.”

Councilor Diana McGlone
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Middletown 

girls lose in 

tourney  B1

FROM THE VAULT A7

‘Nice Work’ 

comes to LD  B10
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• REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL: 

Parking management and 

operation services at HIA  A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Part-time po-

lice officers wanted  A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Adoption of  

ordinance amending Civil 

Service Commission A4
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By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

Jared Knaub gave his father, 

Mike, the opportunity to shave his 

head on Sunday evening.

The unusual move accom-

plished two purposes: It allowed 

Jared, a junior, to better get into 

character for his role of  Uncle 

Fester in the Middletown Area 

High School’s upcoming musi-

cal, “The Addams Family.” More 

importantly, it helped raise money 

for the high 

school’s Mini-

THON, which 

will end its 

campaign in 

April and do-

nate the mon-

ey to Four Diamonds. 

It was not decided on a whim. 

Rather, it was a decision that Jared 

discussed with his parents and the 

musical director and after hearing 

about previous fundraisers for the 

MiniTHON, Jared decided to “step 

into something new” and allow 

himself  to be shaved.

Mike said he asked Jared ini-

tially when he earned the Uncle 

Fester role if  he was going to 

shave his head. The Uncle Fester 

character is completely bald. 

At that point, Jared was unsure. 

“He likes his hair,” Mike said.

It wasn’t until the last two weeks 

that Jared made up his mind.

Jared would have had to wear a 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown will pursue talks 

toward creating a new regional 

police force or contracting for 

services with Lower Swatara 

Township, but the borough in the 

meantime must move forward 

with filling vacant positions 

within the department, borough 

council decided during its Tues-

day, Feb. 21 meeting.

Council set a 90-day time limit 

on the talks with Lower Swatara, 

which were launched in Decem-

ber by Mayor James H. Curry 

III and Council President Ben 

Kapenstein.

The talks are aimed at seeing 

if  the borough can save money 

on the cost of  providing police 

services compared to now, either 

by the borough contracting with 

Lower Swatara for the town-

ship to provide police services 

to Middletown, or by combining 

the police departments of  the two 

neighboring municipalities into a 

new regional force.

Besides saving money, any pro-

posed deal that is reached through 

the talks must also provide Mid-

dletown residents with the same 

or better level of  police services 

compared to now. Any deal would 

also have to “protect” the police of-

ficers who are currently employed 

on the Middletown force, Curry 

and Kapenstein have also said.

One added wrinkle that emerged 

during the council meeting is that 

the borough of  Steelton has ex-

pressed interest in becoming part 

of  talks, Curry told the council.

After the meeting Curry told 

the Press & Journal that an 

official with Steelton had con-

tacted Borough Manager Ken 

Klinepeter about the talks, and 

that Klinepeter had passed this 

information on to him.

Curry said that until then he 

was not aware of  Steelton being 

interested in the talks, as no one 

from Steelton had been present 

at either of  the two meetings that 

Curry and Kapenstein have had 

with representatives of  Lower 

Swatara.

Steelton Police Chief  Tony 

Minium and one of  his detectives 

attended the Feb. 15 public meeting 

that Middletown Borough Council 

I've penned a lot of  thank-

yous in my career. This one 

may be my most important. 

The Press & Journal has 

just finished one of  the most 

comprehensive transforma-

tions in our 163-year history: 

the redesign of  every one of  

our print and digital publica-

tions, which subsequently 

prompted profound soul-

searching 

to meet 

our many 

challeng-

es.
Should 

we chan-

nel more resources into our 

print edition (which provides 

the lion’s share of  revenue) 

or invest more in the paper’s 

digital editions? The future of  

journalism is in the world of  

websites and apps, not news-

print according to the digital 

media prophets. Fact is — 

consumers are consuming 

more news today than ever 

before. But how do we keep 

the doors open when digital 

investments provide only a 

fraction of  total revenues? 

If  this newspaper ceased 

publishing tomorrow, who 

has the most to lose? The 

answer is that there would 

be a tremendous vacuum; for 

readers and public officials 

who depend on the news-

paper to be a credible and 

comprehensive source of  

news and information; for ad-

vertisers who depend on the 

newspaper to connect them 

with local consumers; and 

for vendors and our 30-plus 

employees who rely on the 

newspaper for income.

I don’t believe newspapers 

are on the path to obsoles-

cence but on one that will 

necessitate delivering news 

and information in lots of  

different ways. I don’t accept 

that citizen journalism will 

JOE 
SUKLE

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middetown Mayor James H. 

Curry III hasn’t said yet if  he is 

running for re-election. 

But the mayoral campaign 

is  under-

way and to a 

large extent, 

it’s likely to 

focus on the 

record of  

Curry as an 

incumbent.

On F ri -

day, Feb. 24, 

Republican Robert Givler 

announced he is running for 

Middletown mayor a second 

time.
A 67-year-old lifelong Mid-

dletown resident, Givler ran 

and lost in 2013 to Curry, a 

Democrat. Both men sought 

to replace Mayor Robert Reid, 

who had decided to step down. 

Despite being a newcomer 

who only moved to the borough 

in 2010, the then-29-year-old 

Curry received 901 votes to 

Givler’s 618. 

After losing to Curry for 

mayor, Givler ran for a position 

as a Republican committeeman 

representing the borough’s 

Second Ward, where Givler 

resides. He lost. Givler said 

this is his first time running for 

anything again since losing the 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Highspire parents such as Ni-

cole Robinson already have been 

waiting a long time for the state 

to decide on whether students 

like her 13-year-old son Ethan 

can be transferred from Steelton-

Highspire School District to at-

tend schools in Middletown Area 

School District.

Chances are, it could still be 

a long time before the matter is 

resolved, despite lawyers for the 

parents taking the extraordinary 

step of  going to Commonwealth 

Court on Feb. 21 to compel the 

Pennsylvania Department of  Edu-

cation to finally make a decision 

on the matter.

It has been 28 months since 

October 2014, when Dauphin 

County Court formally requested 

the department decide upon a 

petition from the Highspire Edu-

cation Coalition, representing 55 

percent of  Highspire property 

owners, that the 229 students liv-

ing in Highspire be allowed to 

transfer from Steelton-Highspire 

to Middletown because of  what the 

parents considered to be Steelton-

Highspire’s abysmal record of  

Correction

The office of  Magisterial 

District Judge David Judy 

initially provided incorrect 

information to the Press 

& Journal about Raymond 

Vogt’s age for a story on page 

A4 of  the Feb. 15 edition. Vogt 

is 51.

Welcome 
to the 
new Press 

& Journal

More on the 

changes

Editor Jason 

Maddux weighs in. 

SEE PAGE A6.

Please see SUKLE, page A8

Really getting into his role: ‘Uncle Fester’ 

shaves head, raises money for MiniTHON

Givler to 
give run 
for mayor 

a 2nd shot

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Nicole Robinson gives a math lesson to her son Ethan during home-

schooling instruction at the kitchen table of their residence in Highspire.

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DON GRAHAM 

Middletown boys basketball head coach Chris Sattele has every reason to celebrate. His team won Monday night on a last-second shot by Ryan Hughes to 

advance to the district finals. Get all the details on page B1.

STILL WAITING
Highspire parents file in Commonwealth Court  

to speed resolution of moving students to Middletown

Please see WAIT, page A8

Curry still hasn’t 

announced his 

plans for election

Givler in 2013

Please see MAYOR, page A4

Why is this man smiling?

Middletown police talks get a 90-day time limit

Part-time officer hired to fill full-time position

Please see POLICE, page A4

Please see SHAVE, page A3

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY GABE MINK 

Jared Knaub reacts to having his head shaved by his father, Mike, as part of 

a fundraiser. Knaub is Uncle Fester in “The Addams Family” MAHS musical.

Photo page

Details on the 

production. SEE 

PAGE B9.
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Gallatin, Landis 

lead Blue Raider 

track effort  C1Synagogue 

celebration  A5

SPRING MUSIC  B8

Public notices in this 

week’s Press & Journal

• MIDDLETOWN: John J. 

Schmidt Estate Notice. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Daniel E. 

Wolfe Estate Notice. A4

• ROYALTON: Zoning Hearing 

Board Public Hearing. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Charlotte 

A. Washington Estate. A4

• ROYALTON: Notice of  Speed 

Timing Sign. A4

• SWATARA TWP: Tzyh S. Wu 

Estate Notice. A4

• STEELTON: Barbara C. 

Kostyal Estate Notice. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Human Rela-

tions Commision Appts. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Betty L. 

Ramsey Estate Notice. A4

Franklin and friends roll into Penn State Harrisburg

Military banners cause council battle

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Donald Reid just wants to buy 

a military banner to honor his 

brothers, as more than 85 people 

already have done in Middletown.

It doesn’t matter to him that 

the effort has sparked a political 

controversy making it clear that 

a deep rift exists on Middletown 

Borough Council. He doesn’t care 

that the council president has 

stopped the program for now.

Reid just wants to know how he 

can buy four banners — one for 

each of  his three deceased broth-

ers, who were all veterans, and 

one for himself.

There are others like him, folks 

who for one reason or another 

say they did not know about the 

program until after the deadline 

to buy them had passed.

It’s that overwhelming response 

to the banners that has brought to 

light a rift on council.

One council member has re-

ferred to two others as “anti-veter-

an,” an accusation that was called 

“slander” by one of  the accused.

The council president said that 

council member is trying to make 

herself  look good by trying to 

make others look bad.

So how did a program that ex-

ceeded expectations and by most 

accounts has been a success cause 

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID BARR

Penn State head football coach James Franklin, second from left, visited Penn State Harrisburg on Tuesday, May 9, as part of the Coaches Caravan that traveled across the state last week. With him 

were, from left, women’s golf head coach Denise St. Pierre, women's basketball head coach Coquese Washington, men's gymnastics head coach Randy Jepson and athletic director Sandy Barbour. 

Read more about Franklin’s visit on page B1.

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Area School 

Board during its May 15 meet-

ing voted 7-0 to approve a 

preliminary 2017-18 school 

district budget that calls for a 

1.23 percent increase in the real 

estate tax.

The district and school board 

are both hoping to reduce the 

proposed tax increase to “zero” 

by June 19, when the board 

must adopt a final version of  

the budget, said David Frank-

lin, the district’s chief  financial 

officer.
“The work is not done,” 

Franklin added.

No one from the public of-

fered any comment before the 

board voted on the preliminary 

budget. Board members ap-

proved the preliminary budget 

MASD’s 
budget 
calls for tax 

increase 

Lower 
Swatara 
selects 
manager
Williamson will be 

fourth person in 

position since the 

beginning of 2012

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

Frank Williamson Jr. is the 

new township manager for 

Lower Swatara Township, hop-

ing to bring 

stability to a 

position that 

has seen its 

s h a r e  o f  

t u r n o v e r 

since Janu-

ary 2012.

On May 3, 

the Lower 

S w a t a r a 

Board of  Commissioners unan-

imously approved Williamson 

— who had served as public 

After 70 years, Grove Motors to close doors

Please see BUDGET, page A4

Please see MANAGER, page A6

Please see BANNERS, page A6

Popular new program exposes rifts, leads to accusations

Correction

“Remembering the war to end 

all wars” on page A1 of the May 

10 Press & Journal contained 

inaccurate information. James 

Weirich served as a musician in 

the Army.

TELL REP. DENT  

TO STOP THE  

DEBIT CARD TAX!

$5.8 Billion AnnuallyDebit Swipe Fee Protections Save Consumers

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Grove Motors owner Dave Grove will close the doors of his business.

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The old black and white photo 

is undated, but Dave Grove knows 

when it was taken by the new car 

in front.
“It was 1969. That’s a 1969 Ca-

maro,” said Grove, of  the photo 

showing the old Chevrolet deal-

ership on East Main Street in 

Middletown, which became Grove 

Motors in 1978.

Grove’s grandfather, H.B. Grove 

Sr.; his uncle, Richard K. Grove; 

and dad H.B. Grove Jr. built the 

building and opened a Chevy 

dealership there in 1947.

Only dad is still alive. David 

Grove was born in 1954.

“I was raised in this building,” 

Grove said. Now, he’s the one 

bringing this long era to an end.

Grove Motors is closing. The last 

day of  business is Thursday, May 

18. Hand-written signs announc-

ing the closing have been up in the 

store windows for a few weeks, 

plus a folding sign along the street.

The business is closing because 

Grove has decided to retire. Six 

other people working at Grove 

Motors will have to find other 

jobs. One has been with Grove 

for 35 years, and his son works at 

Grove as well.

No one else is able to carry on the 

business, Grove said. He is trying 

to sell as much of  the auto parts 

inventory as possible between now 

and May 18.

A public sale/auction will be 

held sometime in the summer 

for the remaining inventory, plus 

Please see GROVE, page A8

Williamson

Effort in works to bring back Communities That Care

By Dan Miller 

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An effort is underway to bring 

Communities That Care back to 

Middletown.

Communities That Care is a 

nationally known research-based 

initiative that works with exist-

ing groups in a community to 

address issues impacting young 

people, such as substance abuse 

and violence.

Communities That Care helps 

better coordinate what groups in 

a community are already doing 

to focus on these problems, said 

Ellen Willenbecher, a member of  

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID BARR

A military banner lays ready to be placed last week on South Union Street.

Please see CARE, page A3
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Thompson 

scores TD in  

Big 33 game  B1Drug fight goes 

directly to kids A6

HOTEL WORK STARTS  A5

Public notices in this 

week’s Press & Journal

• HARRISBURG: Estate of  Dale M. 

Chisholm, Sr. A4

• L. SWATARA TWP: Zoning Vari-

ance, MRPI. A4

• L. SWATARA TWP: Zoning Vari-

ance, Phoenix Contact. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Surplus 

Money Distribution. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Melvin 

E. Judy Sr. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Faye A. 

Hipple. A4
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By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Up to 50 more of  the Middletown 

“Hometown Heroes” military 

banners are now available for 

purchase through a nonprofit 

veterans organization based in 

Hummelstown, borough Coun-

cilor Diana McGlone told the Press 

& Journal on Monday, June 19.

Orders for the banners are now 

being accepted and will be placed 

on a first-come, first-serve basis, 

McGlone said. McGlone expects 

the banners to be hung within 

about two weeks of  the new ban-

ners being received.

Middletown Borough Council 

on June 6 voted to approve the 

borough hanging more of  the 

banners on poles throughout 

town, if  McGlone by council’s next 

meeting on June 20 could find a 

nonprofit organization willing to 

accept responsibility for handling 

payments for the banners.

Council President Damon Sug-

lia had put the banners program 

on hold, citing concerns over 

the borough violating state pro-

curement laws if  the borough 

continued to be responsible for 

handing the financial aspects of  

the program.

However, the popularity of  the 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown has hired a new 

director of  finance and adminis-

tration who is already on the job.

Kevin Zartman of  Lititz was 

hired by borough Manager Ken 

Klinepeter to replace Bruce 

Hamer, who is retiring.

Zartman is being paid $72,000 a 

year and start-

ed on Tuesday, 

May 30.
Hamer in 

late March told 

the borough he 

would stay on 

as director of  

finance and ad-

ministration 

until June 30.

He has also offered to stay on 

until Sept. 1 to provide a transi-

tion for his successor, especially 

as preparations for the 2018 budget 

will be fully underway.

Zartman most recently worked 

as controller for OTC Fleet Ser-

vices. Zartman comes from an 

automotive background and said 

that his family owns Zartman 

Dodge in Lititz.

He has never worked in the 

public sector, but Zartman did 

serve four terms on Lititz Borough 

Council. He was on the council 

from 1992 to 2004, took a four-year 

break and then served again from 

2008 to 2012.

“This marries the best of  both 

worlds for me — my experience in 

the private business sector with 

the local government scene,” Zart-

man said of  being Middletown’s 

finance and administration direc-

tor. “It sounds like a perfect match 

for me. I am very excited about the 

opportunity.”

Zartman was one of  46 ap-

plicants for the finance director 

position, Klinepeter said. Only 

one of  the applicants had expe-

rience working for municipal 

government.

Zartman “stood out for several 

reasons,” Klinepeter said. “Most 

notable is that he has experi-

ence in several areas including 

financial management, customer 

service, office management, policy 

development, and local govern-

ment service.”

Hamer — who was Middle-

town’s borough manager from 

1986 to 1992 — was brought on 

board as a management con-

sultant by new borough council 

leadership in January 2016, after 

most of  the borough’s key staff 

had left in December 2015.

He became the borough’s new fi-

nance director in September 2016.

Zartman

50 more 
military 
banners 
ready for 

purchase
Borough 
hires new 

finance 
director

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Baltimore police are not consid-

ering the death of   a Middletown 

woman a homicide, because her 

body showed no obvious signs of  

trauma or foul play. 

However, it is being considered 

“suspicious.”

No new details have been made 

available regarding Aleksandra 

“Ola” Reeves, the 37-year-old 

woman who went missing May 

23 and whose body was found 

in Baltimore 

on Tuesday, 

June 6.
Police are 

awaiting toxi-

cology results 

from the state 

medical exam-

iner’s office in 

Maryland as a 

step toward trying to determine 

the woman’s cause of  death, said 

Detective Donny Moses of  the 

Baltimore Police Department.

Moses could not estimate when 

the toxicology results will be 

available. If  Reeves’ death were 

being considered a homicide, that 

would expedite processing of  the 

toxicology results, Moses said.

But at the same time, Baltimore 

police do consider Reeves’ death to 

be “suspicious,” because she was 

not from Baltimore, and because 

her body was found in an alley, 

Moses said.

Police had no further informa-

tion to release regarding why 

Reeves was in Baltimore, Moses 

said.

Reeves’ body was found by po-

lice on June 6 in a wooded area 

near the intersection of  Guilford 

Avenue and East Preston Street 

in Baltimore. 

Police first found Reeves’ red 

Fiat, and then later found her 

body a block and a half  away 

from the car.

Reeves had first been reported 

missing by Middletown police 

on May 24. Borough police at the 

time said that Reeves had last been 

seen at 12:15 p.m. May 23 at her 

residence in Middletown. 

Borough police said that Reeves 

had been “acting out of  charac-

ter” and had failed to report to 

work on Wednesday, May 24, to a 

job that she had held a long time. 

Borough police alerted State 

Police about Reeves the next day, 

at 2:48 p.m. Thursday, May 25. 

State Police began their own 

missing person investigation and 

reported that the last confirmed 

sighting of  Reeves was when she 

was seen leaving the Turkey Hill 

gas station in Elizabethtown at 

2:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 23. 
Reeves

Police: Middletown woman’s death ‘suspicious,’ but likely not homicide

SCHOOL SHAKEUP
Bright moved from Reid, King out as AD, Shaffer leaving Fink

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Despite an online petition 

with nearly 470 signatures and 

opposition expressed by a num-

ber of  residents, Middletown 

Area School Board voted 9-0 on 

Monday to approve transfer-

ring Earl Bright from principal 

of  Reid Elementary School to a 

position as principal to lead the 

school district’s new in-house 

Alternative Education program.

The board 

by the same 

9 - 0  v o t e 

June 19 also 

a p p r o v e d 

transferring 

Jeremy King 

from his po-

sition as ath-

letic director/

assistant high 

school principal to a position as 

a business education teacher at 

the high school, effective Aug. 14.

King said he sought the trans-

fer, despite it resulting in a pay 

cut from his salary as athletic 

director/assistant principal. 

King was making $75,100 in that 

position as of  2013. His current 

salary was not immediately 

available.

King in taking the business 

Bright
King

Shaffer

Please see SCHOOL, page A3

Please see BANNERS, page A6

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

One of almost 90 military banners 

in Middletown hangs along South 

Union Street.

STAFF PHOTO BY JASON MADDUX

The shelter at the Amtrak station along Mill Street in Middletown was blown over in Monday’s brief but powerful storm, breaking glass and bending 

the railing behind it. See more photos on page A5 and at www.pressandjournal.com.

More inside

Outgoing athletic director King 

wants to spend more time with 

family. PAGE B1

Budget approved without tax 

increase. PAGE A3

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

“We got lucky.”

That’s what Bob Ludwig of  

Middletown’s Public Works De-

partment had to say on Tuesday 

morning in the aftermath of  a 

quick storm with high winds 

that ripped through much of  

the eastern part of  the borough 

on Monday afternoon, June 19.

The damage could have been 

far worse, Ludwig said, as he 

supervised cleaning up a large 

limb that had broken off of  a 

big oak tree inside the historic 

graveyard at North Pine and East 

High streets. 

“I sometimes feel as though 

there is a bubble around our 

town,” he said.

The limb fell onto and damaged 

a fence around the graveyard 

that had recently been repaired 

by the borough’s Historical Res-

toration Commission. The tree 

also damaged a vehicle that had 

been parked on the street next to 

the graveyard, said Middletown 

Public Works Director Greg 

Wilsbach.

The entire oak tree will now 

have to be taken down, Ludwig 

said. The tree is obviously old, 

but Ludwig could not estimate 

just how old.

Ludwig and others with the 

borough’s Public Works Depart-

ment were spending the rest of  

Monday and pretty much all day 

Tuesday cleaning up all the fallen 

limbs and trees all over town, 

Wilsbach said.

Trees and limbs could be seen 

down in the yards of  numerous 

residences, so Wilsbach said that 

the gates of  Middletown’s Woody 

Waste facility off North Union 

Street will be kept open at least 

through Wednesday, so people 

can bring in and dispose of  piles 

of  branches and other wood 

waste left over from the storm.

High winds blew over the shel-

ter at the Amtrak train station 

along Mill Street. The borough 

Brief but intense storm does some damage

Please see STORM, page A5

“I sometimes feel as 

though there is a bubble 

around our town.”

Bob Ludwig, Middletown 

Public Works Department
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Raiders wrap up 

losing season 

on diamond  B1MAHS track 
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Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal

• MIDDLETOWN: Health Standard 

For Water Compliance. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Sergeant Testing 

Announcement. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Invitation 

To Bid. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Proposed 

Final Budget. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Betty L. Ramsey 

Estate Notice. A4

• SWATARA TWP: Tzyh S. Wu Es-

tate Notice. A4

• STEELTON: Barbara C. Kostyal 

Estate Notice. A4
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Wolfe Estate Notice. A4
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Write-ins could shape November ballot

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

and David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

It looks as though Middletown 

Mayor James H. Curry III can be 

on the Democratic ballot in the 

general election in the fall — if  

he wants to be.

In Lower Swatara, two Repub-

licans received enough write-in 

votes from Democrats to appear 

on the November ballot.

And Middletown Borough 

Councilor Ian Reddinger also said 

he is interested in running after 

receiving support on the Tuesday, 

May 16 primary ballot.

In an unusual election year, it’s 

likely write-in candidates will play 

a key in who is elected in the fall.

Curry received 70 write-in votes 

on the Democratic ballot, accord-

ing to Jerry Feaser, director of  

the Dauphin County Office of  

Elections and Voter Registration. 

Curry would need only 10 certi-

fied write-in votes to appear on 

the Democratic ballot in the fall. 

If  Curry does 

decide to run 

the fall elec-

tion will be a 

rematch be-

tween the one 

four years ago 

between Curry, 

who at the time 

was a Demo-

crat, and Republican Robert Giv-

ler.
Givler, a retired Middletown po-

lice officer, defeated fellow retired 

borough police officer Richard 

Hiester on the 

Republican bal-

lot during Tues-

day’s primary, 

235 votes to 183 

votes.
Reddinger, 

a Republican 

who was not 

on the primary 

ballot after he chose not to run — 

received 24 write-in votes on the 

Democratic ballot. 

That could enable Reddinger to 

run for a full four-year term in the 

fall if  he chooses to. Reddinger was 

appointed to council in May 2016. 

“I am interested in running,” 

Reddinger told the Press & Jour-

nal. “I do want to serve Middletown 

and I appreciate their support.”

In the unofficial results for Mid-

dletown Borough Council, Dawn 

Knull was the only person on the 

Democratic ballot for a four-year 

seat. Knull received 229 votes, and 

there were 75 write-in votes cast.

Borough council candidate Jen-

ny Miller also received 17 write-in 

votes on the Democratic ballot for 

a four-year seat. However, Miller 

will already be on the Republican 

ballot in the fall.

Three candidates were on the 

Republican ballot competing for 

three four-year seats. Miller re-

ceived 379 votes, Rachelle Reid 294 

and David Rhen 292. There were 

95 write-in votes.

Voters will elect three council 

members in November for the 

four-year seat. If  Reddinger choses 

to be on the ballot, three would be 

Reflecting on Middletown’s prom

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER

Ivy Martnishn and Chris Plummer get ready to enter the Middletown prom on Saturday, May 20, at the Red Lion 

Hotel Harrisburg Hershey. For more photos, see page B6 and go to www.pressandjournal.com.

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An eyewitness in the March 24 

shooting at River House Bar & 

Grill in Londonderry Township 

has refused to 

answer ques-

tions under 

oath.
That revela-

tion came to 

light Wednes-

day, May 17, 

as the prelimi-

nary hearing 

was about to 

start in the case against Tanner 

Allen Stark. State Police said Stark 

began shooting after two River 

House bouncers escorted him out 

of  the bar because he was seen 

wearing a handgun in his right 

front pants pocket. 

After Stark started firing, two 

men who were inside the bar went 

out to confront Stark, according to 

police. One was David Seesholtz, 

a patron; and the other was Andy 

Cole, who was tending bar inside 

the River House at the time. 

There are two eyewitnesses to 

what happened, Stark’s defense 

attorney Jerry Russo said im-

mediately after the hearing was 

ended by District Judge David 

Judy. Russo did not identify the 

eyewitnesses, or indicate whether 

he was referring to Seesholtz or 

Cole.
Judy agreed to the request, 

saying that Russo “has raised 

legitimate legal issues.”

The court needs to determine 

“whether or not the invocation 

of  the right to remain silent by an 

eyewitness is legal and proper,” 

Russo said.

Witness in River 

House shooting 

remains silent

Stark

Unidentified person won’t 

answer questions under oath

Please see SHOOTING, page A4

Memorial Day parade 

back to ‘normal’ route 

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

This year’s Memorial Day pa-

rade in Middletown will return to 

its “normal” route, according to 

Ricky Snyder Jr. of  Middletown 

VFW Post 1620, who is helping to 

organize the events.

The parade will begin at 9 a.m. 

near Emaus and Wood streets 

before following its regular route 

of  traveling on Ann Street and 

Union Street and concluding at 

the Middletown Cemetery.

Last year, the parade route was 

changed due to road work. 

Snyder said for him, planning 

and executing the parade has been 

both hectic and rewarding, and he 

receives gratification from see-

ing the streets lined with people, 

especially those continuing the 

tradition of  attending the parade 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Early 2018 looks to be the 

soonest that more Middletown-

area residents and businesses 

can buy a banner honoring a 

veteran that could be placed 

somewhere in town.

It also appears likely that 

when more banners become 

available, they will be sold 

not through 

the borough 

but through 

a veterans 

o r g a n i z a -

tion such as 

the Ameri-

can Legion 

or the Veter-

ans of  For-

eign Wars.

However, it’s unlikely that 

Councilor Diana McGlone — 

who played a key role in getting 

the banner program started 

— will be a part of  it moving 

forward. 

During the borough coun-

cil’s most recent meeting, on 

Wednesday, May 17, McGlone 

could not get anyone on council 

to second her motion to imme-

diately reopen the program and 

make more banners available 

for sale through the borough. 

“I am removing myself  from 

this program,” McGlone told 

the council later in the meeting. 

The banners have proven 

to be wildly popular among 

residents, since the banners 

first started appearing on 

green light poles and utility 

poles throughout Middletown 

on May 9.

But the way the program 

was carried out by McGlone 

has become the subject of  con-

siderable controversy among 

members of  borough council. 

Council President Damon 

Suglia and Vice President 

Dawn Knull both made state-

ments at the start of  the May 17 

meeting, defending themselves 

against McGlone’s charge that 

Suglia and Knull are “anti-

veteran” because they have 

refused to reopen the program 

to make more banners avail-

able to people who want to 

Military 
banners 
might be 
revisited in 

early 2018
McGlone says she is 

done with program

McGlone

Please see BANNERS, page A8

Newly painted pool gets ready to open 

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID BARR

Casey Coble prepares to add a chain to a floating pool toy Monday.

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

As the weather becomes warmer 

and summer approaches, it is time 

to break out the bathing suits and 

bottles of  sunscreen and hit the 

Middletown Pool. 

The pool is scheduled to open for 

the first time this year on Saturday, 

May 27, and remain open through 

the holiday weekend. It will close 

for the following week, before 

reopening the following weekend, 

June 3-4. It will close once more 

June 5-6 before opening for good 

Please see POOL, page A8

More inside

Memorial Day editorial. PAGE A6.

Memorial Day pages. PAGES A9-A10

Please see MEMORIAL, page A4

Givler
Reddinger

Please see BALLOT, page A3

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: LEGO® Jr. Maker
Club – 6:30 pm, Jewelry Club 
– 6 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Susquehanna Area Regional 
Airport Auth. – 8 am
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Zoning Hearing Board – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am

MIDDLETOWN
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time – 
10:30 am, Family Yoga – noon, 
Tales with T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Londonderry Lionettes – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Lions Club – 6:30 pm
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: LEGO® Jr. Maker 
Club – 6:30 pm,
Jewelry Club – 6 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Commissioners – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am,
Followed by Retirement Board

HARRISBURG
• St. Ann Byzantine Perohi/
Keilbasa Sale – 
11:30 am-1 pm and 4-6 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Red Rose Rebekah #586 – 1 pm
• Alzheimer’s Assoc. @ Frey Vil-
lage – 6:30 pm
• Library: Mystery Book Club – 6 
pm, STEM Club – 6 pm, Yoga – 6 
pm, Free Tax Prep – 5:30-8 pm

SPRING BEGINS
MIDDLETOWN
• Boro Council – 7 pm
• Ind/Comm. Develop – 6:30 pm
• MASD Board – 7 pm
• Library: Craft Time- 10:30 am, 
Yoga – noon, T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm
ROYALTON
• Planning Commission – 7 pm
DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Conservation Dist. Ag. – 2 pm 
HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN 
• Kiwanis – 6 pm
• Am. Legion Board – 7 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm, 
Family Yoga – 6 pm, FREE Tax 
Preparation – 5:30-8 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Fire Co. Aux. 7:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• M-town Alumni Assoc. – 8 pm
• ABWA Olmsted Chapt. – 6 pm
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• MASD: Academic Affairs – 
6:30 pm, Personnel – 7:30 pm, 
Finance – 8 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time – 
10:30 am, Family Yoga – noon, 
Tales with T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Wesley Gold – 11 am-1 pm
• Elks at Am. Legion – 7 pm
• Human Relations Commission 
– 6:30 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am, 

HARRISBURG
• St. Ann Byzantine Perohi/
Keilbasa Sale – 11:30 am-
1 pm and 4-6 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP. 
• Senior Citizen’s – 1 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Borough Authority – 7 pm
• Civil Service Comm. – 12 pm
Environmental Advisory – 3 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fish Fry @ Londonderry Fire 
Co. – 5-8 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Fish Fry@ Seven Sorrows 
Catholic 
Church – 5-8 pm

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
HARRISBURG
• St. Ann’s Perohi/Keilbasa 
Sale – 9 am-noon

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Fire Co. – 7:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Red Rose Rebekah #586 – 1 
pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm, 
Family Yoga – 6 pm, FREE Tax 
Preparation – 5:30-8 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• MASD Board of Directors – 6 pm
• Borough Council – 7 pm
• M-town Library Board – 6 pm
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time – 
10:30 am, Family Yoga – noon, 
Tales with T.A.I.L.S – 6 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

ROYALTON
• Borough Council – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Twp. Commissioners – 7 pm
• Recreation Board – 6 pm
MIDDLETOWN
• Youth Club: Board-7 pm;
General-8 pm
• Am. Legion Aux. – 7 pm
DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am
• Prison Board – 1:30 pm
HARRISBURG
• St. Ann Byzantine Perohi/
Keilbasa Sale – 11:30 am-
1 pm and 4-6 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Fish Fry @ Seven Sorrows 
Catholic Church – 5-8 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fish Fry @ Londonderry Fire 
Co. - 5-8 pm

NATIONAL URBAN 
BALLROOM DANCING DAY 

HARRISBURG
• St. Ann’s Perohi/Keilbasa Sale – 
9 am-noon

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fish Fry @ Londonderry Fire
Co. - 5-8 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Fish Fry @ Seven Sorrows 
Catholic Church – 5-8 pm

NATIONAL 
IRISH AMERICAN HERITAGE 

MONTH

NATIONAL PEANUT MONTH

We Are  
PENN STATE 
in the Capital Region

777 West Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057
717-948-6000 • harrisburg.psu.edu

An Equal Opportunity University

Embracing a Rich History and 
Working Toward a Bright Future

We serve with passion and strive for excellence

JEFF HASTE, Chairman 
MIKE PRIES, Vice Chairman 
GEORGE HARTWICK III, Secretary

Middletown
Area School

District

The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs, or 

employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

55 West Water Street, Middletown, PA 17057 (717) 948-3300

“Helping To Shape The Future By 
Meeting The Challenges Of Today”

2601 Sunset Drive
Middletown • 944.5415
www.sunsetbandg.com
www.sunsetgc.com

www.londonderrypa.org

  Live Music on 
the deck

  Daily Food & 
Drink Specials

 
  Open Golf  

Tourneys

   Jr. Golf Clinic

  Stars & Stripes 
Salute

This month’s calendar is made possible by the community-minded 
businesses, local municipalities, county offices and educational 
institutions shown below.

We know you care about what happens in your 
community, but you're often too busy to attend 
meetings or keep up with 
all the social media outlets. 
Count on us to keep you 
informed and help you make 
sense of it all.

&PRESS
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Locally owned since 1854

Reach people interested in their community by advertising here. Contact Dave Brown: davebrown@pressandjournal.com; 717-944-4628

GOOD FRIDAY
LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fish Fry @ Londonderry Fire
Co. – 5-8 pm

MIDDLETOWN
Dancing at Event Place, 11 S. 
Union St. – 8-11 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Dancing at Event Place, 11 S. 
Union St. - 8-11 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Ag Land Preservation – 9 am

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fish Fry @ Londonderry Fire 
Co. – 5-8 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Fish Fry @ Seven Sorrows 
Catholic Church – 5-8 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Kiwanis – 6 pm
• Am. Legion – 7 pm
• Human Relations Comm. – 
6:30 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm, 
Yoga – noon, Tax Prep – 5:30-8 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Municipal Authority – 7 pm

DAUPHIN CO.
• Conservation Dist. Ag – 2 pm

SUPREME SACRIFICE DAY

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Lions – 6:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Walk-In Immunization Clinic
49 Wilson St. – 9:30-11:30 am
  • MASD: Athletic/Activities – 
6:30 pm, Operations – 7 pm
• Historical Restoration – 6:30 pm
• LEGO® Jr. Maker Club – 6:30 pm

NATIONAL WOMEN'S
 HISTORY MONTH

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fire Co. – 8 pm
• Senior Citizens – 1 pm 

MIDDLETOWN
• Boro Authority – 7:30 pm
• Library: Book Club – 6 pm, 
LEGO® Jr. Maker Club – 6:30 pm

DAUPHIN CO.
• Conservation District – 11 am

I WANT YOU 
TO BE HAPPY DAY 

HARRISBURG
• St. Ann’s Perohi/Keilbasa Sale 
– 9 am-noon

STEELTON
Established 1880

Our Renaissance Starts Now . . . 
Steelton is Open for Business with 
Tax Incentives for New Business

Maria R. Marcinko, Mayor
Doug Brown, Borough Manager
Terry Carroll, Accounts Payable
Rosemarie Paul, Asst. Secretary/Treasurer
Michele Powell, Utility Billing Clerk
Marianne Reider, Tax Collector

Borough Council:
Brian Proctor, President

Michael Segina, Vice President
Keontay Hodge, Pro-Tem

Dennis Heefner
Natashia Woods

Kelly Kratzer
William Krovic

OSCAR NIGHT 
MIDDLETOWN
• Sons of Am. Legion – 5 pm

YOU CAN COUNT ON US...

NATIONAL RED CROSS 
MONTH

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Bingo: Open Noon, First
Game – 2 pm, Fire Co.

TAKE YOUR PARENTS TO 
THE PLAYGROUND DAY

HUMMELSTOWN
• Bingo Blast @ Hummelstown 
Fire Co. - 7 pm, Doors open at 
5 pm

PALM SUNDAY NATIONAL CLAM ON THE 
HALF SHELL DAY

For example, police on routine 
patrol can seldom focus their full 
attention on traffic enforcement, 
because they must respond to all 
types of  911 calls and requests for 
community assistance.

But for officers assigned to a 
traffic detail through the new 
unit, their first priority is on 
traffic enforcement for as long as 
the detail is in place, Castro said. 
Police while on traffic detail can 
be called away, but only for calls 
of  “a more serious nature.”

The new unit, including Castro 
and three other officers, plans to 
hold dedicated traffic details on a 
regular basis each month.

The time and location of  each de-
tail will be based on traffic-related 
concerns made known to the de-
partment, through call statistics, 
multiple observed violations, and/
or community complaints.

The officers assigned to the unit 
will be expected to identify areas 
of  concern regarding traffic issues 

borough-wide, Castro said.
When not assigned to a traffic 

detail, these officers will be ex-
pected to interact with borough 
residents and provide community 
education “in order to reduce traf-
fic collisions and maintain a safe 
environment for motorcyclists, 
cyclists, and pedestrians on bor-
ough streets,” he added.

Two traffic details have already 
taken place since the unit was 
stood up in late January.

On Friday Feb. 2, police issued 
11 citations during a traffic detail 
focused in the area of  Spring Street 
and Wharton Avenue.

Motorists were cited for speed-
ing and running a stop sign. 
One arrest was made for a small 
amount of  marijuana and for pos-
session of  drug paraphernalia.

Police were called away from 
the detail to respond to a man 
in a nearby parking lot who had 
overdosed on heroin. Police gave 
the man three doses of  Narcan.

A fourth dose was given by emer-
gency medical personnel who took 

the man to the Penn State Milton 
S. Hershey Medical Center.

On Friday Feb. 16, police issued 
19 citations during a six-hour traf-
fic detail from 4 to 10 p.m. The detail 
started on North Union Street and 
later moved to West Main Street 
near the Wells Fargo Bank.

Most of  the violations were for 
speeding, careless driving, and 
failing to obey a traffic control 
device. Police made one arrest for 
DUI and drug possession.

The 11 citations from the Feb. 2 
detail totaled $1,746, while the 19 
citations from the Feb. 16 detail 
netted $3,472.50.

That sounds like a lot of  money 
going to police, but that’s not true, 
Castro said. “Popular misconcep-
tions that traffic citations generate 
revenue for the borough are false.”

The borough gets 50 percent of  
the fine portion of  the citation.

For example, if  a driver gets a 
$141.50 citation for running a stop 
sign, the fine accounts for $25. The 
rest goes to emergency medical 
services and for court costs.

That leaves the borough’s take 
at $12.50, which the borough gets 
only after the motorist agrees to 
pay the citation, or is found guilty.

If  the motorist fights the citation 
before the district judge, “in most 
cases an officer will be required 
to attend a court hearing for an 
issued citation meaning the $12.50 
would not cover the majority of  
expenses the borough incurs dur-
ing a traffic detail,” Castro told the 
Press & Journal.

In some cases two officers may 
have to attend a hearing. Then, a 
traffic ticket may end up costing 
the borough money, especially if  
one or more of  the officers has to 
be paid overtime, said Patrol Of-
ficer Mark Laudenslager, MPD 
spokesman.

The traffic detail is not about 
generating revenue, but “to ad-
dress traffic conditions” in Middle-
town, Mouchette said.

In addition, the details create 
a “large presence” of  uniformed 
officers that serves to deter overall 
criminal activity, Castro said.

DRIVE: Citations don’t generate revenue for borough, officer says
From page A1

The students said they would 
use coffee shops (or any restau-
rants) and convenience stores 
near campus. Larkins noted that 
there was a convenience store on 
campus where students can buy 
food and toiletries. 

“We’ve renovated the campus, 
so it might isolate us further,” 
Larkins said.

Heider and Larkins said they 
went to Middletown two to three 
times a week to either go grocery 
shopping or go out to dinner.

Penn State professional writ-
ing tutor Dan Morra noted that 
there was at least 20 to 30 years 
age difference between students 
and many of  the Middletown 
residents. 

“There’s a finite number of  
people who want to be involved 
with young people,” Morra said, 
adding that he enjoys it which is 
why he works at the university. 
“But there are some people who 
can’t get over that.” 

Morra noted that while some 
Penn State students volunteer in 
the Middletown community, “I 
don’t hear the college students 
saying, ‘Hey, come help us do 
stuff.’” He asked if  residents 
offered to drive students to the 
store. 

What could Middletown do to 
help students? Heider agreed 
with Morra. 

There are several good op-
portunities, she noted, such 
as a business fair this year to 
introduce students to local busi-
nesses.

Larkins argued that students 
are often criticized for not help-
ing out in the community, but 
she believes that they often don’t 
know those opportunities exist, 
she said. 

While she doesn’t know ex-
actly how the community could 
help students, Larkins said that 
it was good that it was being 
discussed. 

“Being helpful isn’t a one-way 
street,” Heider said. 

PSU: How can residents help?
From page A1
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164 Years
Press & Journal

Phone 717-944-4628, Middletown
Established 1854

63 Years
Henderson Tarp, Inc.

Phone 717-944-5865, Middletown
Established 1955

63 Years
Gipe Floor & Wall

Phone 717-545-6103, Harrisburg
Established 1955

61 Years
Elwood’s Service Station
Phone 717-944-9255, Middletown

Established 1957

51 Years
Penn State Harrisburg

Phone 717-948-6250, Middletown
Established 1966

Congratulations to all these businesses for their continued 
service to Middletown and surrounding communities

“This Page Sponsored By These Community Minded Sponsors”

62 Years
Middletown Memorial V.F.W. Post 1620
Phone 717-944-3137 • 200 Pike St., Middletown

Established 1956

The Beginnings and Growth of Some of Our Area’s Leading Businesses
Honor Roll of Businesses

79 Years
Gregory A. Anoia, OD

Phone 717-944-3201, Middletown
Established 1939

68 Years
Peiffer Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Phone 717-944-4709, Middletown
Established 1950

68 Years
K.M. Knight Funeral Home

D. Duke Cuckovic, Jr., Owner
Phone 717-939-5602, Highspire

Established 1950

62 Years
Dale A. Sinniger & Son Electric

Phone 717-944-3419, Middletown
Established 1956

60 Years
Kirman Eye

Phone 717-566-3216, Hummelstown
Established 1958

57 Years
Matinchek 

Funeral Home and Cremation Services, Inc.
Phone 717-944-7015, Middletown

Established 1961

47 Years
Noll Financial Services

Phone 717-939-0968, Lower Swatara Twp.
Established 1971

46 Years
Spagnolo’s TV

Phone 717-939-5084, Middletown
Established 1972

44 Years
H.W. Wilson Roofi ng Co. Inc.

Phone 717-566-5100, Middletown
Established 1974

41 Years
Skarlatos Zonarich, LLC

Phone 717-233-1000, Harrisburg
Established 1977

41 Years
Dr. S.E. Selcher, D.M.D.

Family Dentistry
Phone 717-944-0426, Middletown • selcherdental.com

Established 1977

39 Years
Renee Burkett Beauty Salon

Phone 717-944-1667, Middletown
Established 1979

94 Years
The Middletown Home

Phone 717-944-3351, Middletown
Established 1924

63 Years
Middletown Lumber Inc.
Phone 717-944-4005, Middletown

info@middletownlumber.com
Established 1955

42 Years
Shull’s Tree Service Inc.
Phone 717-944-2318, Middletown

Established 1976
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28 Years
Brandt Electric

Phone 717-944-7740, Middletown
Established 1990

26 Years
Middletown Tire & Alignment

Phone 717-944-1925, Middletown
Established 1992

20 Years
Brownstone Café

Phone 717-944-3301, Middletown
Established 1998

21 Years
Michele Hughes Lutz

Creations With You In Mind
Phone 717-944-5425, Royalton

Established 1997

19 Years
Snazee Snips

Phone 717-939-9447, Highspire
Established 1999

The Beginnings and Growth of Some of Our Area’s Leading Businesses
Honor Roll of Businesses

34 Years
Ferster Insurance Agency
Phone 717-944-4634, Middletown

Established 1984

Congratulations to all these businesses for their continued 
service to Middletown and surrounding communities

14 Years
Law Offi ce of Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.

Phone 717-944-1333, Middletown
Established 2004

“This Page Sponsored By These Community Minded Sponsors”

35 Years
Sharp Cuts

Phone 717-944-1000, Middletown
Established 1983

37 Years
Phoenix Contact USA

Phone 717-944-1300, Lower Swatara Township
Established 1981

3 Years
SUEZ Middletown

(888) 844-0352, Middletown
Established 2015

20 Years
Middletown Pharmacy & Gift Shop

Phone 717-944-1640, Middletown
Established 1998

10 Years
S & H Screen Printing and Awards

Phone: 717-566-0245, Hummelstown &
717-944-6680, Middletown

Established 2008

Want to be included?
Please contact Maxine Etter

717-944-4628 • maxineetter@pressandjournal.com

38 Years
Steve Lane State Farm Ins.

Phone 717-944-1308, Middletown
Established 1980

12 Years
Sandy Harper

Avon Independent Sales Representative
www.youravon.com/sandyharper

Established 2006

35 Years
EyeCare EyeWear Center, P.C.

Phone 717-944-4031, Middletown
Established 1983

35 Years
Pestex Termite & Pest Control

Phone 717-944-3551, Middletown
Established 1983

38 Years
Vastine’s Auto Service, Inc.

Phone 717-944-7154, Middletown
Established 1980
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www.fager-finkenbinder.com 
208 North Union Street • Middletown, PA 17057 • 717-944-7413

Bethany L. Malloy
Supervisor 

Fager-
Finkenbinder

Fager-Finkenbinder 
saves you $1,680 

$8,380

Matinchek

Fager-Finkenbinder Funeral Home & 
Crematory, Inc. offers the BEST  
funeral and cremation VALUE in Middletown?  

SAVE OVER 20%

Let us show you the difference a caring neighbor can make!

Pricing based on published General Price Lists for the above funeral homes.  
Providers may change their prices without notice.

86
03

6-
14

09
-7

 Call us 
today for a 

FREE 
Celebrating 

Life’s Journey 
Planning Kit 

and a no 
obligation 
planning  
and cost 
analysis.

Journey
LIFE’s
Celebrating

DID YOU 
KNOW…

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
with basic metal casket 

and outer burial container

Fager-
Finkenbinder

Fager-Finkenbinder 
saves you $400

$1,995

Matinchek

DIRECT CREMATION
with alternative container

$6,700
$1,595

borough Manager Ken Klinepeter 
told the Press & Journal.

Once in place the alliance will 
have an advisory board of  two 
school board members, one coun-
cil member each from Middletown 
and Royalton, and one commis-
sioner from the township.

The agreement calls for the 
alliance to be effective starting 
July 1, and to run for an initial 
five-year term. 

At the end of  five years, the 
school board and the three mu-
nicipalities can decide whether 
to extend the agreement if  it is 
working, Mehaffie said.

Regional approach
Residents and the municipali-

ties themselves should benefit 
from a more regional approach to 
providing recreational programs, 
said Frank Lynch, interim town-
ship manager at Lower Swatara.

“Typically, you only think about 
recreation opportunities in your 
own municipality,” Lynch said. 

With MARA, residents will 
have access to any recreation op-
portunity that exists throughout 
the school district and the mu-
nicipalities.

“We all have assets that don’t 
necessarily need to be used strictly 
and exclusively by (residents of  
that municipality). They can be 
shared,” Lynch said, adding that 
the MARA agreement is crafted 
to prevent duplicating provided 
services. “There’s no need for Mid-
dletown or Royalton to go out and 
build a soccer field if  we have three 
of  them [in Lower Swatara]. … In 
an age of  diminishing resources, 
you really need to cooperate to 
get the best bang for your buck.”

The process leading to the 
new alliance began in 2015 with 
brainstorming sessions among 
representatives of  the school 
district and the municipalities, 
Mehaffie said. 

Lower Swatara Township ap-
plied for and received a $10,000 
“Peer to Peer” grant from the 
Pennsylvania Department of  
Community and Natural Resourc-
es. The grant was used to fund a 
study done by Brown based on the 
regional recreation program in the 
Mechanicsburg area.

According to Mehaffie, the study 
included interviews with com-

munity recreational volunteers, 
elected officials, school district 
coaches and others concerning 
“the needs of  our community 
residents and children.”

The study also involved looking 
at all the fields and facilities that 
are available for public recreation 
throughout the school district and 
the three municipalities, Mehaffie 
said in an email to the Press & 
Journal.

Klinepeter said the alliance 
“plans to provide a better variety 
of  recreation programs for all 
ages, better access to school build-
ings and grounds for community 
recreation programs, coordina-
tion of  public-private partner-
ships and program marketing 
for potential private sources of  
funding and grants,” he told the 
Press & Journal in an email. The 
alliance will also be a “central 
source for public information and 
communication.”

Study findings
The grant-funded study by 

Brown has not been publicly re-
leased in its entirety, because the 
study is still being reviewed by the 
state Department of  Conservation 
and Natural Resources and is not 
yet considered final, school district 
Chief  Financial Officer David 
Franklin has said.

Brown in a telephone interview 
told the Press & Journal the study 
looked at the history of  recreation 
in the greater Middletown area, 
and how recreation is used by 
residents.

According to part of  the study 
released to the Press & Journal by 
the township, some of  those whom 
Brown interviewed said while 
recreation is often focused on 
school-age athletics, the fields do 
not generate revenue yet require 
significant maintenance hours. 
The interviewees also said there 
is a need for more fields devoted 
to other types of  athletics.

Others who were interviewed 
told Brown that residents wanted 
more opportunities — such as 
diverse recreational programs, 
trails, open space, river walks, dog 
parks, sand volleyball, Wi-Fi at 
parks, athletic fields and synthetic 
turf  fields. 

“Many interviewees feel that 
the community is definitely lack-
ing in recreation opportunities 
for all ages and are eager for the 

necessary resources to establish a 
comprehensive year-round recre-
ational program,” Brown wrote. 

According to Brown, some of  
the future programs the new alli-
ance could offer include yoga for 
seniors and afterschool care or 
computer courses at the school 
district. With youth sports already 
a strength in the area, summer 
camps could be held to highlight 
those offerings, she said. 

The study also identified areas 
of  strength and weakness. Brown 
said some of  the strengths were 
the community as a whole, will-
ing to work together. She said 
youth sports was another area of  
strength.

According to Brown, one of  the 
weaknesses was that some of  the 
recreation spaces in Middletown 
haven’t been kept up. 

Brown said among study con-
clusions was the need to hire a 
full-time recreation director. 

“I think it’s headed in the right 
direction,” she told the Press & 
Journal. 

The alliance will hire a full-time 
professional recreation director 
who will be a school district em-
ployee. The alliance is getting a 
grant that will cover 100 percent 
of  the director’s salary in the first 
year of  the agreement, Mehaffie 
told the Press & Journal.

The amount of  the director’s 
salary covered by the grant will 
be reduced by 25 percent in each 
succeeding year, until the grant 
goes away by the fifth year of  the 
agreement, Mehaffie said.

Contributions
How much the three munici-

palities and the school district 
contribute to MARA each year is 
to be based on population.

In the first year of  the agree-
ment, Middletown Borough is 
to contribute $9,346.05, Royalton 
$1,011.15, Lower Swatara Town-
ship $8.681.40, and the school 
district $19,038.60.

For the four years beyond that, 
the amount to be contributed by 
each entity will be based on a 
budget that will be developed to de-
termine the total costs necessary 
to run the various programs to be 
provided, including costs to cover 
things such as personnel salaries 
and benefits, supplies, rental costs, 
and advertising, Franklin told the 
Press & Journal in an email.

The annual amount needed from 
the four entities will be reduced 
by any state or federal funds that 
become available to the alliance, 
as well as by revenue that comes 
in from users of  the programs.

Grant funding would also re-
duce these costs, particularly 
the state “Circuit Rider” grant 
through DCNR that is to go toward 
the salary of  the new alliance 
director for the first four years, 
Franklin noted.

Overall, the amount each entity 
contributes in succeeding years 
could be higher — or lower — 
than the amount required in the 
first year, depending upon the 
total amount of  outside fund-
ing received, the amount that is 
charged to users of  the programs, 
and how successful the programs 
ultimately are.

“The goals would be to have the 
programs operate more success-
fully each year to cover the loss of  
the (DCNR) grant funding, so that 
it won’t create additional costs for 
the four entities,” Franklin said.

Ideally, the alliance would like 
to get to the point where no con-
tributions from the school district 
and the three municipalities are 
needed at all — meaning the rec-
reational programs offered by the 
alliance would be completely self-
sustaining, Mehaffie said.

Township Commissioner Chris-
topher Dehart, who was newly 
elected to the Lower Swatara 
board in November 2017, has also 
said that the hope is that the pro-
grams offered through the alliance 
will eventually pay for themselves.

Next steps
Once all four entities approve 

the agreement, Lynch said a new 
full-time recreation director will 
be hired. Then the advisory board 
and director will work to evaluate 
the current recreational offerings 
and plan future programs. 

When Lower Swatara commis-
sioners approved the agreement, 
board Vice President Todd Truntz 
spoke of  concerns he had received 
— mostly from the Lower Swatara 
Township Athletic Association — 
that MARA would step on its toes.

“I was assured that that’s not the 
case … LSTAA would have prefer-
ence to use township fields and 
the township would continue to 
maintain the fields as they have,” 
Truntz said. 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

One major change of  the new 
Middletown Area Recreation Al-
liance could have a major impact 
on Middletown borough.

From now on, the borough will 
be solely financially responsible 
for the swimming pool it owns on 
South Union Street.

That change doesn’t really 
kick in until 2019. Even though 
the new alliance agreement is 
to be effective on July 1, funding 
through the Olmsted board to 
support the pool is guaranteed to 
October of  this year — meaning 
the change won’t have an impact 
on the pool this season.

At present, money provided 
through the existing Olmsted 
board goes to Middletown from 
the other municipalities to help 
operate the swimming pool.

But the study by Tonya Brown 
of  the Mechanicsburg Area 
School District, on which the 
MARA structure is modeled, 
recommends Middletown take 
sole responsibility for the pool. 

Similarly, Mechanicsburg 
borough owns the community 
pool there. 

“It really is difficult,” Brown 
said, adding that she under-
stands the concerns of  Middle-
town Borough Council over 
whether the borough can contin-
ue operating the pool on its own. 
She suggested the borough work 
with the recreation director to 
be hired by the new alliance, to 
undertake a feasibility study of  
the pool.

Middletown Area School Dis-
trict board President Linda Me-
haffie said the recommendation 
that the alliance not be involved 
in running the pool came solely 
from Brown. 

However, none of  the other 
entities besides Middletown 

disagreed with the recommen-
dation.

Borough Manager Ken 
Klinepeter told council during 
a meeting in 2017 that the school 
district, Lower Swatara and Roy-
alton did not want to be involved 
in running the swimming pool 
under the new alliance due to 
concerns over liability.

Mehaffie agreed, saying that 
the liability involved in a public 
swimming pool was “a huge 
part” of  Brown’s recommenda-
tion.

Borough Council Vice Presi-
dent Dawn Knull, who has been 
Middletown council’s liaison to 
the existing Olmsted board, told 
council in September that the 
pool had been costing the Olm-
sted board about $80,000 a year. 

Even with that, the pool still 
ran a deficit of  from $4,000 to 
$5,000 in 2017, Klinepeter told 
council.

One possible option council 
plans to look at for keeping 
the pool open and available to 
borough residents long-term is 
to turn ownership of  the pool 
over to a nonprofit organiza-
tion — an idea that has been 
suggested by borough Solicitor 
Adam Santucci.

What to do about the pool is “a 
bridge we have to cross” in the 
near future, council President 
Damon Suglia told the Press & 
Journal. However, Suglia still 
sees the new alliance as being 
“positive” for borough residents 
on the whole.

“We will have some learning 
pains, but it’s less of  a burden 
on the borough because we will 
have somebody” who can apply 
for grants and seek alternate 
sources of  funding to help 
support the providing of  rec-
reational services, Suglia said, 
referring to the new director to 
be hired by the alliance.

Changes would put 
borough in charge of 
pool by itself, might 
threaten its future

MARA: Full-time director would be hired to run new rec alliance
From page A1
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2655 Foxianna Road, Middletown

5-8 pm: March 2nd, 9th,  
16th, 23rd & 30th

TAKE-OUT AVAILABLE
Call 717-944-2175Fish        Fry

LONDONDERRY FIRE CO. Blue Raiders lose, but 
season will continue

MAHS BOYS BASKETBALL

MAHS GIRLS BASKETBALL

225 Broad Street, Highspire
Visit us at our NEW location behind Rita’s!

Now 
Open!

New Hours: 5 am - Midnight
Open 7 days a week

$2 Wash
TUESDAYS & WEDNESDAYS:

18 lb. Washers

• Speed Queen® Machines 
• NEW 30, 45 & 75 lb. Dryers
• NEW 40 & 60 lb. Washers

BOARDWALK 
LAUNDROMAT

New Washers & New Dryers!

/BoardwalkLaundry Boardwalk Laundromat

Local sports coverage focused on your 
hometown athletes.

&PRESS   JOURNAL
Locally owned since 1854

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 2/27/18 – 3/5/18

1LB FRESH
STRAWBERRIES

2 FOR
$4

fresh is on
Special!

FRESH LEG QUARTERS
MUST BUY 10 LBS
FRESH LEG QUARTERS
MUST BUY 10 LBS

50¢
lb.

FRESH LEAN
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST BUY 10 LBS

299
lb.

MUST BUY 10 LBSMUST BUY 10 LBS

9
lb.

31/40CT EZ PEEL
LARGE SHRIMP
2LB BAGS2LB BAGS

$5lb.

FRESH WHOLE
CHICKEN WINGS
MUST BUY 1O LBS

$1lb.

WILD HADDOCK
FILLETSFILLETSFILLETS

599
lb.

BONE-IN RIB EYE
COWBOY STEAK

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

CARLISLE

COWBOY STEAK

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY
XL DOZEN EGGS

6.67 - 8OZ

KRAFT
SHREDDED &
CHUNK CHEESE

2 FOR
$4

FRESH
GREEN BEANS

50

FRESH LEANFRESH
GREEN BEANS

99¢
lb.

1099
lb.

Save $3 lb

2 FOR
$3

Wow!

40 LB
CASE
$20

By Jason Maddux
jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

The Middletown girls basketball 
team’s season ended Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, with a 64-48 loss to York 
Catholic in the PIAA District III 
Class 3A quarterfinals.

The Blue Raiders finished at 9-14 
on the season.

“I thought we had a good year,” 
coach Ron Stetler Jr. told the Press 
& Journal. “I think there are some 
games that we feel like we could 
have won.”

In the game played at York 
Catholic High School, the host 
Fighting Irish pulled away in the 
second half.

Middletown led 14-12 after the 
first quarter and 27-25 at halftime. 
But York Catholic outscored the 
visitors 21-11 in the third quarter 
and 18-10 in the fourth to put the 
game away.

Sophomore Kate Fitzpatrick 
had another big game, scoring 25 
points, including 3 of  5 on three-
pointers. She added 6 rebounds, 5 
steals and 3 assists.

Makaila Nester added 15 points 
with 4 rebounds.

Morgan Noon had 6 points and 
2 rebounds. Joci Koser added 2 
points, 3 rebounds, 2 steals and 
2 assists to close out the scoring.

Jae Keller didn’t score but had 
7 rebounds. 

Fitzpatrick led the team in 
scoring this season, averaging 
more than 18 points a game. She 
already has more than 700 points 

in her career.
“I think she got better in sharing 

the ball and making decisions on 
the court. I expect her to get better 

because she puts everything into 
basketball … hard work, studies 
the game. She loves the game,” 
Stetler said of  Fitzpatrick.

“Of course I wish we had some 
more wins but we play in a very 
difficult league and I thought we 
held our own with some very re-
spectable teams such as Camp Hill, 
Trinity and Lower Dauphin,” Fitz-
patrick told the Press & Journal.

Three seniors played their last 
game for Middletown: Nester, 
Noon and Erika Gonzalez. The 
team only had two juniors. The 
rest of  the players were freshmen 
and sophomores.

Abbey Pilkey led York Catholic 
with 26 points.

Stetler said the lack of  depth 
hurt the Blue Raiders all season, 
and it was a factor in the York 
Catholic loss.

“We competed until we got tired. 
That’s where we would end up los-
ing the games,” he said. “When you 
get tired, you start to compensate 
by fouling or not doing things cor-
rectly on the floor.”

That depth was affected at the 
beginning of  the season. Against 
East Pennsboro on Dec. 20, sopho-
more Caroline Gill suffered a se-
vere shoulder injury while going 
up for a rebound and was lost for 
the year.

Young Blue Raiders girls squad loses  
in 3A quarterfinals, looks to next season

By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

The Middletown boys basketball 
season is still alive, even though 
Berks Catholic avenged last 
season’s playoff loss to the Blue 
Raiders on Monday night in the 
district semifinals. 

Already qualified for the state 
tournament, the Raiders (16-7) 
will play Kennard-Dale (19-7) at 
West York tonight in the District 
III-4A consolation game with a No. 
3 seeding on the line. 

Earning a state playoff berth 
took some of  the sting out of  the 
loss to a 51-33 loss Monday. How-
ever, the Raiders really wanted a 
return appearance at Hershey’s 
Giant Center to play for a district 
title. 

The Saints did not allow that 
to happen. Using a dominating 
defense and a 28-12 scoring ad-
vantage in the second half, the 
Saints took away any drama the 
Middletown fans were hoping for 
this time. 

One year ago, Ryan Hughes 
scored on a last-second, fall-away 
jumper that gave the Raiders a 
44-43 victory over Berks Catholic 
and placed the Middletown squad 
in the district title contest against 
Lancaster Catholic. The Blue 
Raiders came up on the short end 
of  an 86-78 score and saw their 
championship hopes dashed in 
the process, however. 

The Saints will face off against 
Bishop McDevitt for the district 
title Thursday at the Giant Center. 

After scoring 72 points in its 
quarterfinal match-up against 
Boiling Springs the week before, 
the Middletown offense just could 
not get going against Berks Catho-
lic’s tough defense. Throughout 
most of  the game the Blue Raiders 
struggled on the offensive end, 
finishing up with a dismal 21.5 
percent shooting effort (11 of  51) 
from the floor. That was just not 
good enough to win. 

The Blue Raiders had their 
chances, especially in the first half, 
but everything fell apart after the 
halftime break. Down 15-8 at the 
end of  the first period, the Raiders 

fought back, tying the game two 
minutes into the second stanza and 
then gaining an 18-17 lead at 4:33. 

Down by just two, 23-21, at the 
intermission, the Middletown side 
was looking to correct its scoring 
problems in the second half. But 
it didn’t happen. At the end of  the 
third quarter, the Blue Raiders 
trailed 35-27. After falling behind 
by 10 early in the fourth quarter, 
the Raiders never were able to 
recover. 

With 4:28 left in the first quarter, 
Tre’ Leach made two foul shots 
to give the Raiders a 4-3 lead. The 
Saints outscored the Raiders 12-4 
after that to take a 15-8 edge into 
the second period. 

A strong start to the second 
stanza, however, got the Raiders 
right back in it. Kyle Truesdale 
scored off a steal and assist by 
Brady Fox, Ryan Hughes scored 
on a jumper off a Saints’ miss and 
then drained a trey off another 
miss to tie the game at 15-15. That 
7-0 run gave the Middletown side 
a nice lift. 

Following a goal by Berks 
Catholic’s Luis Garcia, Hughes 
hit another triple for an 18-17 
Middletown lead. But Garcia 
drained a triple of  his own to ease 
the Saints back in front and they 
never trailed again.

The physical first half  ended 
with the Saints clinging onto a 
23-21 lead and the Middletown 
fans, of  which there were many, 
anticipated a second half  surge 
by their Blue Raiders. But Berks 
Catholic’s defense really tightened 
up in the third quarter and the 
Raiders’ shooting woes continued. 
In fact, the Middletown offense 
made just one basket from the 
floor and totaled just 6 points in 
the 8-minute span as the Saints 
started to pull away. 

To make matters worse, Hughes 
drew his third and fourth personal 
fouls in the late going. The period 
ended with the Saints leading 
35-27. 

Nothing got any better for the 
Middletown side in the final frame. 
A jumper by Truesdale at the 6:25 

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY EARL HAMMAKER

Kate Fitzpatrick shoots over a York Catholic player on Feb. 20 in PIAA 
District III Class 3A quarterfinals action.

Please see GIRLS, page B6

Please see BOYS, page B6

Middletown qualifies for states despite district loss to Berks Catholic

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DONALD GRAHAM

Ryan Hughes goes up for a jumper Monday in district semifinal play vs. 
Berks Catholic.
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David Maish, MD, a fellowship-trained and 
board-certified orthopaedic surgeon specializing  
in complex joint reconstruction, has joined Geisinger 
Holy Spirit Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine. He will 
serve as an associate of adult reconstruction surgery.

Dr. Maish has been caring for patients in the Hershey and 
York areas for 10 years. He will see patients in Lemoyne.

Dr. Maish has expertise in:

• Minimally invasive hip and knee replacement surgeries

• Evaluation and treatment of painful hips and knees

• Osteonecrosis of the hip

•  Joint preservation procedures intended to avoid hip and  
knee replacements

World-class care. That’s what the experienced orthopaedic 
team of doctors, nurses, trainers and specialists at 
Geisinger Holy Spirit Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine 
offers to families throughout south-central Pennsylvania.

Offices located in Carlisle, Duncannon, Harrisburg  
and Lemoyne.

For appointments, including same-day, call 717-901-8000.

Experience the difference 
       in hip and knee care

David Maish, MD
Orthopaedic surgeon

944-4407 
Corner Main & Spruce Sts.

Middletown
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM-6 PM

We don’t waste 
your time ... 

we just change 
your oil quickly 

& efficiently!

SERVICE STATION

Schedule today

ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service 
Corner of Main & Catherine Sts.

Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER

See Us For All Your Automotive Needs
PA STATE 

INSPECTION

By Dan Miller 
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Tanner Stark, the 22-year-old 
Mount Joy man charged with the 
March 2017 shooting at the River 
House Bar & Grill in Londonderry 
Township, has been granted an-
other continuance in Dauphin 
County Court.

On Wednesday, Feb. 21, Judge 
William Tully approved a request 
from Stark’s defense lawyer, 
Lemoyne-based George Matan-

gos, to continue 
the case until 
April 9.

Clad in a bur-
gundy Dauphin 
County Prison 
jumpsuit, Stark 
stood before 
Tully during 
the brief  plea 
court proceeding flanked by 
Matangos and by Chief  Deputy 
District Attorney Michael Sprow, 
who is prosecuting the case for 

Dauphin County.
Stark has been in the county 

prison since his arrest on March 
24, hours after the shooting 
incident at River House had 
taken place. Stark is being held 
on $250,000 bail.

According to police arrest 
records and testimony during 
Stark’s June 22 preliminary 
hearing before District Judge 
David Judy, Stark began shooting 
outside the River House at about 
1:30 a.m., after two bouncers had 

escorted him out of  the bar after 
seeing Stark carrying a handgun.

One of  the bullets fired by Stark 
hit the leg of  a man who was on the 
patio, according to police.

Police say Stark fired at the 
two bouncers, and was then con-
fronted in the parking lot by two 
men, David Seesholtz, a customer 
in the River House at the time, and 
River House bartender Andy Cole.

Stark allegedly shot Cole three 
times, according to Sprow.

Seesholtz testified that as he was 

on the ground with Cole, Stark 
started walking toward the men. 
Seesholtz with his own weapon 
then fired at Stark, firing seven or 
eight rounds, Seesholtz testified.

Stark had been shot several 
times, his previous defense lawyer 
Jerry Russo said during Stark’s 
preliminary hearing before Judy.

Matangos entered the case as 
Stark’s lawyer on Aug. 17.

Stark is charged with three 
counts criminal attempt-murder 
of  the first degree, six counts of  

aggravated assault, one count 
of  carrying a firearm without a 
license, three counts of  discharg-
ing a firearm into an occupied 
structure, one weapons posses-
sion count, four counts of  simple 
assault, and one count each of  
recklessly endangering another 
person, harassment, disorderly 
conduct, and public drunkenness.

On Aug. 4, 2017 Stark formally 
entered a plea of  not guilty to all 
the charges, according to court 
records.

Stark

Accused River House shooter Stark granted continuance

POLICE AND COURT ROUNDUP

Middletown police gave two 
doses of  Narcan to revive a man 
who had overdosed on heroin at 
a residence in the 400 block of  
North Race Street on Feb. 21.

The man, whom police said 
was in his late 30s and lived at 
the residence, told officers that 
he had snorted three lines of  
heroin, according to police. 

The man was taken by am-
bulance to Penn State Milton 
S. Hershey Medical Center by 
emergency medical personnel.

Thief takes some items from car
Items with a combined value 

of  $50 were stolen from an un-
locked 2001 Chevrolet while the 
car was parked in the 500 block 
of  North Spring Street.

The stolen items included a 
wallet, a Maglite model flash-
light, and three pocket knives, 
Middletown police said.

However, the thief  did not take 
change and a hand-held GPS 
device that were in plain view 
inside the vehicle, police noted.

The theft was reported to po-
lice shortly after 11 a.m. Feb. 20.

Window broken at P&J plant 
A small window beside the en-

trance door to the Press & Jour-
nal printing plant at 109 Poplar 
St. in Middletown was reported 
to be broken out overnight Feb. 
15 into Feb. 16.

Police said it is not known if  
the window was broken on pur-
pose or if  by accident. 

3 teens arrested for car break-ins
Three teenagers were arrested 

by Middletown police for break-
ing into multiple vehicles in the 
area of  the Woodbyne Building 
in the Village of  Pineford on Feb. 
14.

Borough police were called 
to the scene at about 9 p.m. to 
investigate a reported vehicle 
theft that was in progress. Police 
caught up with the three juve-
niles in the area of  Spruce and 
Water streets.

Police did not say how many 
vehicles the teenagers had 
broken into. Police also did not 
provide a list of  all the items 
allegedly taken and a combined 
estimate of  value.

The three suspects — two 
boys and one girl — are all 15 
years old. Police said two live in 
Middletown and the third lives 
in Lower Swatara Township.

The teens are being charged 
with theft by unlawful taking 
and receiving stolen property. 
One of  the three is also being 
charged with providing a false 
identification, police said.

Couch dumped, with bedbugs?
Someone dumped a sofa and 

cushions by the Dumpster in 
Hoffer Park in Middletown, 
but the person was thoughtful 
enough to warn that the items 
contained bed bugs.

The sofa was found in the park 
on the morning of  Feb. 14 with 
hand-written signs attached to it 

saying “Don’t Take” and “Bed-
bugs,” borough police said. The 
cushions had been placed in the 
Dumpster.

Police got rid of  the sofa and 
cushions, but did not test the 
items to confirm the presence of  
bedbugs. 

Craigslist scam reported
A Middletown man trying 

to sell a $200 set of  a table and 
chairs on Craigslist reported a 
potential scam to borough police 
Feb. 14.

Police said the purchaser told 
the man they would send him 
a check for $1,850 to cover the 
“extra” for shipping.

The man told police the pur-
chaser had instructed him to 
keep $250, and send the rest of  
the money back.

Police said the seller received 
the $1,850 but instead of  cashing 
it, reported the potential scam to 
authorities.

Wine and Spirits store damaged
The bottom of  the entrance 

door to the Wine and Spirits 
store next to Mid-Town Plaza on 
East Main Street in Middletown 
was damaged.

Police said someone smashed 
the bottom of  the door by kick-
ing it in, but the person did not 
get inside the store and nothing 
was reported stolen.

The incident was reported to 
police on Feb. 12.

Faulty brake light leads to charges
A Harrisburg man faces drug 

charges after being pulled over 
by State Police for having a 
faulty brake light while driving 
on Route 441.

The incident occurred on 
Sept. 21, 2017, as Martin Freed 
Chaudhry, 29, of  the 4500 block 
of  Dunley Court, was north-
bound. Chaudhry was pulled 
over on Ann Street near Swar 
Avenue in Middletown, accord-
ing to arrest papers police filed 
with District Judge David Judy.

Chaudhry consented to a 
search of  the vehicle, during 
which police reported finding 
marijuana, a scale, and pills 
including Gabapentin and 
Clonazepam. Police also seized 
Chaudhry’s phone and $574 in 
cash.

Police on Feb. 21 filed charges 
against Chaudhry of  manufac-
ture, delivery or possession with 
intent to manufacture or deliver 
a controlled substance, posses-
sion of  a controlled substance, 
possession of  a small amount of  
marijuana and use/possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, and hav-
ing no rear lights.

He was freed after posting 
$25,000 unsecured bail. A pre-
liminary hearing before Judy is 
scheduled for March 26.

Man charged with stealing car 
State Police have charged a 

Palmyra man with stealing a car 
from a woman who was residing 
in the Starlite Motel in the 1300 

block of  East Harrisburg Pike in 
Londonderry Township on Feb. 
17.

Andrew Rene Fernandez, 35, 
of  the first block of  Lynnwood 
Drive, allegedly stole the red 
Saturn Ion coupe over a dispute 
over money, the victim told 
police according to arrest papers 
police filed with District Judge 
David Judy.

Police on Feb. 21 filed charges 
against Fernandez of  conspiracy 
to commit theft by unlawful tak-
ing of  moveable property, and 
conspiracy to commit unauthor-
ized use of  a motor vehicle. 

A date for a preliminary hear-
ing has not been set.

Gun charge for New York man 
Middletown police filed charg-

es against a New York man after 
a gun that the man was allegedly 
prohibited from possessing was 
found in his vehicle.

The Springfield XDS-9 9 mm 
model handgun was found after 
a vehicle belonging to David 
Ronald Smith, 59, of  Bainbridge, 
New York, had been towed by 
Smith’s landlord from a lot at 
Ann Street and Scott Avenue 
because Smith did not have a 
parking permit, according to ar-
rest papers borough police filed 
with District Judge David Judy.

A criminal history check 
determined that Smith had a 
felony burglary conviction in 
New York from 1976.

Smith was arraigned before 
Judy on Feb. 20 and charged 
with prohibited possession of  
a firearm. He is free on $25,000 
bail. A preliminary hearing is 
set for March 5.

Man charged in alleged beating 
A Middletown man was 

charged with simple assault 
after he allegedly beat a man 
during an incident in the 700 
block of  South Catherine Street 
at about 11 p.m. Feb. 17.

David M. Leathe, 53, same ad-
dress, punched the victim with 
a closed fist more than once and 
pushed the man to the ground 
into the snow, according to ar-
rest papers borough police filed 
with District Judge David Judy. 

The victim was found in the 
400 block of  South Wood Street 
and a had a bloody nose, marks 
on his neck, a bloody finger, and 
a red ear. He declined emergen-
cy medical treatment.

Leathe was charged with 
simple assault on Feb. 20 and 
released. A preliminary hearing 
before Judy is set for March 26.

Man on probation in more trouble 
A Middletown man was placed 

in Dauphin County Prison after 
he allegedly violated terms of  
his county probation by getting 
drunk and causing a distur-
bance during an incident in the 
first block of  East Roosevelt 
Avenue on Feb. 15.

Police after being dispatched 
to the scene arrested James 
Anthony Schroll Jr., 39, same ad-

dress. Schroll was charged with 
loitering and prowling at night, 
disorderly conduct and public 
drunkenness and placed in the 
county prison on a probation 
detainer on $10,000 bail.

A preliminary hearing before 
District Judge David Judy is set 
for March 5.

Alleged assault in parking lot 
State Police have charged a 

Lancaster man with aggravated 
assault and related charges after 
he allegedly assaulted a woman 
while in a vehicle in the park-
ing lot of  the Love’s Truck Stop 
on Vine Street in Londonderry 
Township on Feb. 19.

Police in arrest papers filed 
with District Judge David Judy 
said that Deon Michael Grier, 39, 
of  the 200 block of  North Mary 
Street, was having lunch with 
the victim and drinking out of  a 
bottle of  vodka.

Grier allegedly told the wom-
an to stop the vehicle as she was 
trying to drive out of  the parking 
lot. When she didn’t, Grier alleg-
edly threatened the woman with 
a 4-inch blade pocket knife that 
was pressed into her midsection.

Police on Feb. 19 filed charges 
of  aggravated assault against 
Grier, plus terroristic threats, 
unlawful restraint, simple 
assault, harassment, public 
drunkenness, and restrictions 
on alcoholic beverages.

A preliminary hearing before 
Judy has not yet been scheduled.

Man allegedly strangled mother
A Middletown man faces 

strangulation and related charg-
es after he allegedly assaulted 
his mother during an argument 
in an apartment in the 100 block 
of  Wilson Street on Feb. 16.

Police in arrest papers filed 
with District Judge David Judy 
said that Darryl Royal, 28, same 
address, grabbed her by the neck 
and slammed her head into a 
mirror.

Police said that following the 
assault the woman has contin-
ued to receive threatening text 
messages from Royal.

On Feb. 19, borough police 
through Judy filed charges 
against Royal of  strangulation, 
terroristic threats, and simple 
assault/domestic violence.

Royal has not been taken into 
custody and a preliminary hear-
ing has not been set.

Woman charged in assault
A Middletown woman was 

charged following an incident in 
the 700 block of  Briarcliff Road 
on Feb. 11.

The caller told Middletown 
police that he could hear a man 
and a woman fighting through 
the wall of  his apartment, ac-
cording to arrest papers filed 
with District Judge David Judy.

Police said that the man had 
a bite mark that was bleeding 
on his right shoulder, and three 
vertical deep scratches on the 
top of  his shoulder. 

Starlett Reason, 32, was ar-
raigned before District Judge 
Gregory D. Johnson on Feb. 11 
and charged with simple assault 
and disorderly conduct. She 
was released after posting $2,500 
unsecured bail.

Her preliminary hearing was 
scheduled for Feb. 26.

SUV’s mirror damaged
A resident of  the first block of  

Donald Avenue told police that 
someone heavily damaged the 
driver’s side mirror on his SUV 
sometime between Feb. 2 and 4.

Police said the 2005 Chevrolet 
Silverado appeared to be the 
only vehicle in the area to have 
been targeted. Investigators 
said the victim had replaced the 
mirror but wanted to report the 
incident to police.

Police are asking anyone with 
information about the incident 
to contact them at 717-939-0463.
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Other headlines
• Your electric bill will re-

flect surcharge
• Unusually low bid verified, 

then accepted

News from the Feb. 25, 1981 edition of  the Press & Journal

Hot buys
• Stoner’s Sporting Goods 

grand opening. Converse T-
shirts, 100 percent cotton, 2 for 
$10. Men’s and women’s run-
ning shoes, $19.95. Jaclar warm-
ups, 100 percent acrylic, $29.95. 

In Middletown’s downtown 
“mini mall.”

• 1978 Plymouth Arrow G.S., 
four-cylinder, clean car, $4,995. 
1973 Dodge Coronet custom 
sedan, 318 engine, $1,595. 1975 

Plymouth Valiant sedan, six-
cylinder, $2,895. 1977 Dodge 
Aspen Custom, six-cylinder, 
low mileage, $3,495. Behney Mo-
tors, Race and Emaus streets, 
Middletown.

Bill Orsinger, Middletown Interfaith Apartment resident, recognizes the 
value of having his blood pressure checked. Mrs. Jessie Clark performs the 
tests every three months at the apartments. Mrs. Clark’s concern for her 
fellow residents is greatly appreciated by all who benefit. 

Unions go to bat to 
close Three Mile Island

ARIES March 21-April 20
You may need to muscle your 
way through some projects, 
especially if your energy levels 
wane. Put your nose to the 
grindstone and work your way 
through things.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
You are not one for letting 
obstacles get in your way. In 
fact, you find a way to go over 
or under any roadblocks. This 
makes you an asset to any 
team.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
If you have been forgetful 
about keeping tabs on your 
finances, you may be in for 
a surprise. Make an effort to 
closely monitor your situation.

CANCER June 22-July 22
Don’t be so quick to write off 
someone you thought was out 
of your life. This person may 
play an integral role in your life. 

LEO July 23-Aug. 23
You might need to channel 
some newfound excitement. 
Perhaps there is a special 
project brewing or a party on 
the horizon. Keep up the good 
cheer.

VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
Virgo, everyone makes mis-
takes, and those who move 
forward learn from their past 
errors. If you stumble, dust 
yourself off and get back into 
the game this week.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Don’t consistently doubt 
yourself. Be confident you can 
make decisions that will en-
sure your family’s success and 
happiness for years to come. 
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Juggling too many items at 
once often ends with one of 
the balls dropping. Call on 
your support network to lend a 
helping hand when the juggling 
act gets too difficult. 
SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Friends may flock to you and 
your jovial attitude this week, 
Sagittarius. Beat the winter 
blues by hosting a party, and it 
can be a win for all involved.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Loosen up the reins on some-
thing you have been holding 
onto tightly. This may mean 
giving a child a little more 
freedom to explore or involving 
others in a work assignment.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Aquarius, it’s time to put some 
new ideas in motion. Channel 
your energy into projects that 
will showcase your talents and 
vision for the future.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
Creative endeavors may need 
to be shelved for a little while 
as you focus on practical tasks. 
It won’t be long before you can 
return to them.

ACROSS
 1. Shaded inner 

regions
 7. Overlapping part of 

a garment
13. Type of smart-

phone
14. Fall apart
16. Football’s big 

game (abbr.)
17. Crocodilian reptile
19. Of I
20. Swamp plant
22. Sun can help you 

get one
23. Hops, __ and 

jumps
25. Cuckoos
26. Small cavities in 

rocks
28. American traitor
29. Tooth caregiver
30. Popular fish
31. Ottoman military 

leader
33. Anger
34. Fish of the mack-

erel family
36. Some people 

can’t eat it
38. Amer. Revolution-

ary War battle
40. Misleading ads
41. Atomic number 

76
43. A type of castle 

security
44. Sunscreen rating
45. Very fast airplane
47. Vigor
48. 007’s creator
51. __ and that
53. Indicating silence
55. Brown and gray 

rail
56. Nocturnal insects
58. Make an incision
59. Norwegian village
60. Commercial
61. Criminal
64. Northeast
65. Clouds of gas and 

dust in outer space
67. Mysterious things
69. One who won’t be 

forgotten
70. Starts over

DOWN
 1. Straighten
 2. Gives medical 

advice (abbr.)
 3. Touts
 4. One’s job
 5. Afflict in mind or 

body
 6. Proofed
 7. Capital of Angola
 8. Social insect liv-

ing in organized 
colonies

 9. Ones who are 
financially com-
pensated

10. Jacket
11. Electron volt
12. Tuned
13. Syrian leader
15. Reduces
18. Congress’ investi-

gative arm
21. Make uneasy
24. A fake
26. Any thick messy 

substance
27. Goad
30. Titan

32. Continental 
Congress delegate 
for NY

35. Peyton’s younger 
brother

37. Fiddler crab
38. Delivers the mail
39. Liliaceous plant
42. Mountain Time
43. Where wrestlers 

work
46. Secured
47. Dog breed
49. Where rockers 

perform
50. Nostrils
52. Express doubt
54. Pointer
55. Slang for sergeant
57. Selling at specially 

reduced prices
59. Six (Spanish)
62. Holds nonperish-

ables
63. Between north-

east and east
66. Exist
68. Meitnerium
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Transportation 
word search

Air
Bill of lading
Broker
Cargo
Carrier
Charge
Compliance

Consignor
Container
Distribution
Dunnage
Exporter
Fee
Freight
Fuel
Highway
Intermodal

Layover
Maritime
Operator
Owner
Pallet
Placard
Railroad
Safety
Service
Shipper

Surcharge
Tandem
Tarps
Team
Transport
Value
Van
Vehicles
Wide load
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Rihanna

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am a pop singer born in Barbados on Feb. 20, 1988. 
I had a tough childhood and sold clothes in a street 
stall with my father. I started singing at age 7 and re-
leased my first album in 2005. My first hit was about 
a device that blocks the rain.

On Monday morning in Har-
risburg, leaders representing 
eight international unions for-
mally announced their support 
in what has been predicted to 
be a massive National March on 
Harrisburg commemorating the 
second anniversary of  the Three 
Mile Island nuclear accident. 

The unions who have pledged 
their full support of  the rally in-
clude the United Mine Workers, 
the International Association of  
Machinists and Aerospace Work-
ers, the International Chemical 
Workers, Graphic Arts Interna-
tional, the United Auto Workers, 
the International Longshore-
men's & Warehousemen's Union, 
United Furniture Workers of  
America, and the International 
Woodworkers of  America. 

At the news conference, the 
march organizers predicted that 
thousands of union members will 
be pouring into Harrisburg on 
March 28 with a list of  demands. 
The union's platform regarding 
TMI include: keeping the nuclear 
power facility closed, especially 
Unit 1; and not allowing the 
dumping of  contaminated water 
from cleanup efforts into the 
Susquehanna River. The water 
resulted from cleanup efforts at 
the damaged Unit 2 reactor.

Also outlined on Monday were 
three other demands: support of  

the United Mine Workers in their 
efforts to gain a decent contract; 
a shorter work week and mas-
sive public works programs; and 
guaranteed alternate jobs for 
nuclear workers at union rates.

“There is a new crisis at Three 
Mile Island,” Joe Jurczak, United 
Mine Workers union spokesman, 
said at the meeting. “Dangerous 
levels of  poisonous cesium have 
just been discovered in ground-
water in the area. At the same 
time, the owners of  TMI are 
proposing to dump 700,000 gal-
lons of  radioactive water in the 
Susquehanna River, the source 
of  drinking water for hundreds 
of  thousands of  people. How long 
will the people of  central Pennsyl-
vania be forced to live with this 
nuclear nightmare?” 

When asked if  the United Mine 
Workers were utilizing the TMI 
issue as a foundation in order for 
them to gain a better contract, 
Jurczak denied the allegation. 

The UMW’s contract expires 
on March 27, the day before the 
tentative march rally. Jurczak 
added that he was calling on all 
the people of  the greater Harris-
burg area to come to Harrisburg 
on March 28 to demand: “No more 
TMIs. Keep Units 1 and 2 shut 
down. No dumping of  radioactive 
water in the Susquehanna River.” 

It was disclosed that full-time 

organizers have been at work in 
Harrisburg, Washington, D.C., 
Baltimore and New York in get-
ting the word out to union mem-
bers to attend and support the 
March 28 march in Harrisburg.

“Here in Pennsylvania, for 
example,” Jurczak stated, “the 
UMW has done a mailing to all of  
our locals urging them to mobi-
lize for the march. We are puffing 
three full-time organizers on the 
road for 10 days each to visit our 
locals and help them mobilize.” 

Jurczak added that he believes 
that the march will be a historic 
demonstration. 

“We believe the entry of  some 
of  the country’s leading unions 
into the fight to keep TMI shut 
down opens a whole new stage 
in the fight for safe, affordable 
energy and in the trade move-
ment itself.”

“We insist on representing the 
best interest of  our membership 
and other people which is to 
eliminate this danger," said Earl 
Keihl, international regional 
director, United Furniture Work-
ers of  America. “The date of  that 
accident has burned into our 
consciousness … everything we 
had worked for would have been 
abandoned, our homes, jobs, ev-
erything. We were near-victims 
once. We must not be real victims 
in the future.”

Jesse Clark is a modern-day 
Florence Nightingale. 

As a registered nurse, she has 
acquired the same valuable skills 
and experience; as a human being, 
she demonstrates the caring and 
unselfishness that promotes the 
harmony so highly valued by her 
predecessor. 

Mrs. Clark is a resident of  the 
Middletown Interfaith Apart-
ments, and it is there she carries 
out her personal voluntary mis-
sion. Whenever someone is sick, 
or develops a sudden condition 
warranting concern, Mrs. Clark is 
there. Lugging a sizable brown am-
munition box filled with various 
medical supplies (donated, respec-

tively, by Pennsylvania Outdoors 
Sport Shop and the Apothecary 
Shop), she makes her rounds to 
take blood pressure, administer 
injections, or simply provide relief  
in the form of  a good backrub. 

Some of  the residents she visits 
regularly; others are responded to 
when requests are made. 

In addition to those individual 
efforts, Mrs. Clark and another 
volunteer by the name of  Mae 
Britman provide another service 
so essential to the good health of  
many elderly folk: blood pressure 
check-ups. 

Every three months, the pair lay 
out their files and equipment and 
test pressures.

All for others: Resident  
is nurse at apartments

In their final Capitol Area 
Conference game last Friday, 
Bob Heusser's Middletown 
Blue Raiders handled the Me-
chanicsburg Wildcats before a 
hometown crowd, 63-51. 

For the Blue Raiders, senior 
Rick Budney was “Mr. Every-
thing” as he accounted for the 
game-high point tally between 
both squads, 26 points. It was 
Budney’s on-the-money firings 
in the second period that lifted 
the depressed Middletown 
squad. 

Middletown opened the con-
test fast and heavy and quickly 
erected an eight-point cushion 
of  points over the visiting Me-
chanicsburg team. Both squads 
squared off in period two with 
18 points apiece. The Raiders 
held the halftime edge though 
and retired in the lead, 37-29, 
at the half. 

Breathing fire from the locker 
room following inter-mission, 
the Wildcats refused to be 
tamed in the third period as 
they swamped the Raider de-
fense with 12 points. The Raid-
ers only managed half  that as 
they gasped for air under a cold 
shooting fit. 

Mechanicsburg came within 
a basket of  the Raiders at the 
contest’s three-quarters mark, 
43-41, but that was close as they 
would get.

Raiders 
keep step 
ahead of 
Wildcats
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READERVIEW

Pennsylvania is finally start-
ing to thaw out from the frigid 
temperatures associated with 
Winter Storm Grayson, also 
dubbed a “bomb cyclone.” The 
severe weather system which 
swept through the East Coast in 
January made our commutes 
and our lives more difficult. 

Many don’t realize that storms 
of  that magnitude don’t just 
impact our plans. They also 
put tremendous strain on our 
energy grid. As people turn up 
the heat in their homes and of-
fices, electricity demand spikes. 
In fact, this storm generated 
the region’s highest demand for 
winter electricity since 2014, 
the year of  the infamous Polar 
Vortex.

Extreme weather events can 
disrupt the fuel supply of  many 
sources of  electricity. Thank-
fully, we didn’t experience 
widespread power disruptions 
because Pennsylvania’s grid 
maintained service throughout 
the storm, as it did in 2014. 

Pennsylvania’s grid per-
formed so reliably under such 
tremendous strain because of  its 
abundant supply of  nuclear en-
ergy, which is not susceptible to 
fuel supply disruptions during 
extreme weather events. 

Three Mile Island and the 
state’s four other nuclear facili-
ties continued to deliver clean 
and reliable electricity, even as 
temperatures plummeted and 
demand for power soared to 
historic levels.

The U.S. Department of  En-
ergy has recognized the impor-
tance of  energy sources, like 
nuclear, that generate abundant 
supplies of  electricity when we 
need them most. In September, 
the DOE put forward a plan 
recognizing the value of  power 
plants that keep 90 days of  fuel 
onsite, therefore, protecting the 
resilience of  the energy grid. 
The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Committee recently announced 
it shared the DOE’s goal of  
strengthening the “resilience” 
of  the electricity grid and 
directed regional transmission 
operators to provide information 
to help the commission examine 
the matter “holistically.” 

I am hopeful that TMI’s 
regional grid operator, PJM 
Interconnection, will quickly 
propose a market solution that 
properly values nuclear energy 
for its resilience and provide 
that solution to the FERC. 

As many of  you know, TMI 
is scheduled to close in 2019 
without changes that properly 
value its benefits — like the 
ability to keep the grid running 
in weather like we just expe-
rienced. The facility’s closure 
would have a very negative 
effect on our communities. More 
than 100 TMI employees live in 
the 106th District alone. It would 
also negatively impact many 
local businesses, and we would 
lose the more than $1 million in 
revenue that TMI pays in taxes, 
which go to our local schools 
and social services.

As a member of  the General 
Assembly’s Nuclear Energy 
Caucus, I will continue to in-
vestigate ways in which we can 
sustain and advance compre-
hensive energy policies in the 
commonwealth and save jobs in 
our region. Ultimately, keeping 
TMI open is going to require a 
combination of  actions on the 
federal, regional and state levels. 
I encourage residents of  the 
106th District to join me in being 
a voice at every level of  govern-
ment for TMI, its employees and 
the longevity of  clean, reliable 
and resilient energy. 

State Rep. Tom Mehaffie, R-Low-
er Swatara Township, represents 
the 106th Pennsylvania House 
District. Reach him at 717-534-
1323 or tmehaffie@pahousegop.
com.

TMI fuels 
power grid, 
communities

EDITORIALVIEWS

There is some hope ... in the 
distance ... in fight vs. opioids

In our edition from just more than 
one year ago, on Feb. 22, 2017, we 
profiled one of  Middletown’s fine part-
time police officers, Hyung Kim, after 
he saved a borough resident’s life us-
ing the anti-opioid drug Narcan.

We reported then that there had 
been at least two other times Narcan 
was used to save a life by Middletown 
police. In Lower Swatara Township, it 
had been used three times.

Much to our dismay, those numbers 
seem quaint now.

The crisis continues to grow, and 
quickly.

We still report on the uses of  Nar-
can to save lives, but they no longer 
warrant front-page stories. In last 
week’s edition, our Middletown police 
roundup reported on a local resident 
who needed four — yes, four — doses 
of  Narcan to survive an OD. A physi-
cian at Penn State told police that the 
heroin was probably laced with an-
other substance, based on the amount 
of  Narcan that was needed to revive 
him.

We also reported in our last edition 
about a panel discussion on the opioid 
crisis that was held at Penn State Har-
risburg on Thursday, Feb. 15.

The consensus is that there are 
signs of  progress in combating the 
epidemic, but the crisis will likely get 
a lot worse before it gets better.

Jim Lingg, a paramedic shift super-
visor with Life Lion, struck an omi-
nous chord. 

“People ask me, ‘Do you think it’s 
slowing down?’ No. We haven’t even 

seen the tip of  the iceberg yet. There’s 
no doubt in my mind,” he said. “It will 
peak and it will slow down, but, man, 
the damage that is left as a result of  
this — it’s crazy.”

He told stories of  reviving the same 
person with Narcan two times, even 
three, on the same shift. He had to 
leave a position he had as a deputy 
coroner for Lancaster County in May 
because he couldn’t take it anymore.

Wendy Loranzo’s daughter Eliza-
beth died from an overdose on March 
19, 2017, in Londonderry Township, 
she said she knew little about heroin 
and nothing about fentanyl, the super-
powerful substance that was respon-
sible for Elizabeth’s death.

“I said, ‘I don’t even know what fen-
tanyl is. Can you spell that?’” Loranzo, 
now an anti-drug advocate, said dur-
ing the panel discussion.

The deaths keep adding up. Dau-
phin County recorded 102 overdose 
deaths in 2017, up from 85 in 2016 and 
71 in 2015. There are more drug deaths 
than deaths from car crashes.

The power of  addiction is so strong. 
It knows no class, education level or 
job status. It tears lives apart, ending 
some and leaving devastation in its 
wake.

Unfortunately for panelists at the 
PSU event, the signs of  progress will 
take time. Doctors are not prescribing 
opioids to relieve pain as routinely 
and automatically as they used to, 
said Dr. Lawrence Kass, an emergen-
cy room physician at the Penn State 
Milton S. Hershey Medical Center. 

Education on the risks of  prescribing 
opioids is becoming part of  the re-
quirements for a doctor to be licensed, 
he said.

Those effects could take years. 
In January, Dauphin County com-

missioners filed a lawsuit against 11 
drug manufacturers and three doc-
tors they say “ignored the addictive 
and debilitating effect of  opioids and 
aggressively marketed the painkillers 
to make billions in profit.”

From June 2016 to the end of  July 
2017, Dauphin County spent $19.6 
million to help 2,859 people suffering 
from addiction, according to a press 
release. That marked an 860 percent 
increase in treatment dollars and 
more than 400 percent increase in 
those needing help from 2012-13.

The Dauphin County coroner’s of-
fice added three new positions in the 
2018 budget because of  the spike in 
drug deaths.

So even if  you are not affected di-
rectly by addiction, it’s hitting you in 
the pocketbook.

The best way to fight this epidemic 
is education. Don’t become addicted in 
the first place. That’s easy to say when 
these drugs are being prescribed ini-
tially for pain in many cases, leading 
to the addiction. That’s where better 
education of  doctors comes in.

The best-case scenario, of  course, is 
a highly effective, non-addictive pain 
medication.

Until one is created, people will 
continue to die, ravaged by the cold-
blooded monster of  addiction. 

Gun safety: Address the demons first

I was in fifth grade when Eric Harris 
and Dylan Klebold imprinted themselves 
on our national conscious by killing 12 
of  their classmates and one teacher at Col-
umbine High School. I have no memory of  
that day, other than being released from 
school early and my mom oddly waiting 
for me when I got home. 

The meaning of  Columbine has been 
a reference point for each subsequent 
school shooting. The latest tragedy out of  
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Florida, is much the same. 
We’re still left with the same questions 
after Nikolas Cruz ended 17 lives: Why 
did he do it? Why didn’t law enforcement, 
despite visiting Cruz nearly 40 times in 
seven years, stop him? Why was a clearly 
disturbed kid — and let’s be clear, Cruz, 
an adopted child shuffled around homes, 
was still a kid maturity-wise — allowed to 
buy multiple firearms? And, most impor-
tantly, what can be done to stop this kind 
of  tragedy in the future?

The last question is the most relevant, 
and hardest to answer. The reactionary in 
many us immediately turns to controlling 
the spread of  guns. Others more circum-
spect ask questions about mental health 
and how our society handles people who, 
while we may not be able to objectively 
define their behavioral maladies, are 
clearly in need of  legal limitations. Then 
there are those who think more guns, 
whether in an increased security presence 
or teachers packing heat in their purses 
or briefcases, is the answer.

The subject is fraught, stretching the 
civic balance of  the right to bear arms 
with the need for safety almost to a tear. 
The emotion pent up in the demand to do 
something, anything, can be seen in stu-
dent survivors on television, entreating 
lawmakers to take action.

So much of  the commentary lining the 
editorial pages of  major papers is chock-
full of  generalizations, hackneyed phras-
es, empty sloganeering, and simplistic 
solutions that lack practicality or fail to 
pass constitutional muster. Some is radi-
cal: There are progressives who genuinely 
want to abolish civilian gun ownership. 
There are also right-wingers who serious-
ly challenge the other side to seize their 
guns, a kind of  reverse Clint Eastwood, 

begging would-be gun-grabbers to step on 
their lawn only to be blown away. 

Far too much punditry is forgetting 
Kipling’s admonition to keep your head 
when everyone else is losing theirs. 

The more level-headed proposals I’ve 
seen come from moderate voices who 
generally lean to the right. At The New 
York Times, religious correspondent Ross 
Douthat suggests heightening the age to 
buy revolvers to 21, and semi-automatic 
rifles to age 30. Over at National Review, 
David French makes the case for gun-vio-
lence restraining orders, which are legal 
decrees issued by courts that temporarily 
suspend a person’s gun rights after being 
properly petitioned by a family member. 
And at the Wall Street Journal, august 
columnist Peggy Noonan brokers a grand 
bargain: an assault-weapon ban in ex-
change for a ban on late-term abortion.

Life’s life, right?
The most surprising and sensical ap-

proach I’ve seen comes from Bret Ste-
phens of  the Times. Stephens, a moderate 
conservative, suggests what many pro-
gressives secretly want but never say out 
loud: repeal the Second Amendment. Ste-
phens’ point cannot be clearer: “We need 
to repeal the Second Amendment because 
most gun-control legislation is ineffective 
when most Americans have a guaranteed 
constitutional right to purchase deadly 
weaponry in nearly unlimited quantities.”

After the Supreme Court’s decision in 
District of  Columbia vs. Heller uphold-
ing the individual right to own firearms, 
anything less than a full-blown repeal of  
the Second Amendment as drafted by our 
Founders will not be enough to restrict 
gun ownership. That’s the reality of  our 
Constitution.

Our system of  government is not unal-
terable, but the chances of  abolition are 
miniscule. Getting 33 states to vote to toss 
out one of  the hallmark pieces of  the Bill 
of  Rights is a fool’s errand. California and 
New York don’t constitute America.

So how to better protect ourselves and 
our children in a country with more guns 
than people? The aforementioned sug-
gestions are helpful, but they fail to get 
to the heart of  the matter. We must think 
broadly, and to a time before the famous 
footage of  Columbine’s cafeteria changed 
how we regard guns in schools.

My dad often reminds me that it was 
only a generation ago that male teenagers 
took their hunting rifles to school with 
nary a raised eyebrow. Cultural bounds 
kept possible gun violence in check. There 
were no metal detectors, overly anxious 

teachers and administrators, or capri-
cious punishment for kids cutting Pop-
Tarts into make-believe guns. There was 
an informal but reinforcing code that kept 
maniacal impulses in check. 

Decades of  social anomie have eroded 
that shared cultural standard. More 
Americans report feeling lonely than 
years past. Our technological progress 
has benefited our living standards but left 
us isolated, addicted to glowing screens 
in our hand that project violence, sex and 
mindless distraction. Surely that’s been a 
factor in cheapening human feeling.

Our current crisis in authority, reflect-
ed in the depleted trust in institutions, 
only exacerbated things. The FBI was 
warned that Cruz admitted to wanting 
to be a school shooter online. The Bro-
ward County Sheriff’s Office was urged 
by family members to seize his firearms. 
An on-duty police officer refused to enter 
the building where Cruz was picking off 
students like clay pigeons for at least four 
minutes.

Who could possibly feel safe when the 
agencies charged with keeping the peace 
fall over one another in failure like a 
twisted comedy of  errors?

Then there’s the disquieting truth con-
servatives hate to acknowledge: America 
is unique among nations when it comes 
to gun violence. We excel at it. One could 
even channel Barack Obama and say that 
having abnormal rates of  school shoot-
ings is just who we are. Gun ownership 
may be falling overall, but the number of  
mass shootings continues to climb.

So what can be done with a shattered, 
distrusting culture that fetishizes guns 
and is legally barred from placing any 
kind of  mass limitation on them? 

Practical solutions can’t cure a rotting 
moral core. The first step in healing is 
recognizing the woeful lot we find our-
selves in. Russell Kirk said that all politi-
cal problems stem from conflict over the 
true spiritual nature of  man. It is only by 
facing the inner evil lurking in our society 
that we see it for the dark hole of  human 
suffering it is. Only then can we start to 
make it better.

If  we deny seeing the demons who con-
tinue to haunt us, who put a gun in a teen-
ager’s hand and whisper “do it, pull the 
trigger,” as we’ve done in too many past 
shootings, we’ll only live to rewatch this 
despairing episode again in the future.

James E. Miller, a native of  Middletown, 
works as a digital marketer in Northern 
Virginia.

The recent school shooting in 
Florida continues an unsettling 
trend of  assaults on students 
in their neighborhood schools. 
While the debate will continue 
at the national level on pro-
posals for arming teachers 
and “hardening” our schools, 
in Pennsylvania, we need to 
continue the conversation on 
what can be done to make our 
students safer at the schools in 
our communities.

As architects, we are respon-
sible for designing public and 
private school facilities that 
serve pre-K through 12th-grade 
students and faculty through-
out the commonwealth. As 
leaders of  the planning, design 
and construction process, 
architects are licensed guard-
ians of  the health, safety and 
welfare of  our building’s oc-
cupants. 

The building architects 
design safeguards for our 
students from a host of  poten-
tial threats, both natural and 
man-made, and the continuing 
danger of  school shootings only 
adds another potential hazard 
to address.

AIA Pennsylvania, a compo-
nent of  the American Institute 
of  Architects, represents the 
voices of  nearly 3,000 registered 
architects throughout Penn-
sylvania, with many of  our 
members nationally recognized 
authorities on school planning 
and design. 

Beginning in 2016, AIA 
Pennsylvania began a series of  
public forums designed to bring 
together experts in the field of  
school construction including 
state legislators, school super-
intendents, general contractors 
and architects. 

Initially intended to support 
the debate on PlanCon, this 
series of  presentations con-
tinues and is a vehicle for AIA 
Pennsylvania to engage the 
public and our state legislators 
on the complex facets of  school 
construction in the common-
wealth.

How will Pennsylvania’s ar-
chitects design new schools and 
adapt our existing schools in 
response to a world of  shelter-
in-place, active shooter drills, 
and lock-down classrooms? In 
the nearly 20 years since the 
Columbine tragedy, architects 
have developed best-practices 
for the design of  resilient, 
secure facilities that not only 
protect our students but help 
them thrive. 

AIA Pennsylvania intends to 
continue our ongoing dialogue 
with state legislators, the De-
partment of  Education, the gov-
ernor and local school districts 
to find workable solutions to 
safeguard our school children.

Scott J. Compton
2018 president,  

AIA Pennsylvania
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Your views are welcome
We want to hear from you. Send your 
letters to: letters@pressandjournal.
com, or 20 S. Union St., Middletown, 
Pa. 17057. Letters may be edited for 
accuracy, clarity and length.

U.S. Senate
Sen. Pat Toomey: 248 Russell 
Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510, 202-224-4254. 
www.toomey.senate.gov.
Sen. Bob Casey: 393 Russell Sen-
ate Office Building, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20510, 202- 224-6324 or 
866-802-2833. www.casey.senate.
gov.
U.S. House
Rep. Lou Barletta: 115 Cannon 
HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515. 
202-225-6511 or 855-241-5144. 
barletta.house.gov.
Rep. Charlie Dent: 2211 Rayburn 
House Office Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515, 202-225-6411. 
dent.house.gov.
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To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com
for more information.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Pastor James Lyles, 10xBetter
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown
Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 717-215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
 Calvary Church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has been 
our privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the 
good news has never changed in over 2000 years. 
We firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  

Christ, then by trusting in his death and resurrection for sinners we 
can and will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. Please join us 
each Sunday to hear the Gospel. 

 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. We are located at the 
corner of  Spruce and Emaus 
streets here in Middletown. We 
have a fellowship meal following 
the 10:15 a.m. morning service 
on the first Sunday of  every 

month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes 
for all ages at 9 a.m. and a Bible 
Study each Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
We are now studying the power 
of  prayer. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
 Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday morn-
ings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our services are 
relaxed and casual. We offer a traditional service 
at 8:45 a.m. and a contemporary service with a 
band (electric guitars) at 10:45 a.m. At 10 a.m., 
between services, there is a variety of  Christian 
Education classes for all ages.   

 We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, song, 
and meditation we experience 
the joy of  God’s presence. Have 
a favorite board game? “Game 
Night” is every third Monday at 
6:30 p.m. In February and March, 
due to egg making, Prayer Night 
will be the first Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

and Game Night will be the third 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. Our home-
made chocolate Easter eggs are 
available. We also have chocolate 
pretzels. For purchasing informa-
tion please contact Mel Bollinger 
at 717-583-0502, eve2mel@verizon.
net or Bill Hoch at 717-944-6080. 
We also offer a variety of  other 
groups including Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
 Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the Turkey 
Hill convenience store. We invite you to attend our 
Sunday morning activities: Sunday school is at 9 
a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. When you walk 
in the door, you will see people of  all ages and 
walks of  life, some dressed formally and others 
casually in jeans and sneakers. Come as you are.

 Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assistants 
are as follows: Pastor – Lee El-
lenberger; Liturgist – Cliff Flick; 
Organist – Don Cowsert; Sr. 
Choir Director – Erich Schlicher; 
Children’s Time – Cliff Flick; Au-
dio Visual – Steve Moyer, Jamal 

Warren and Justin Hahn; Head 
Usher – Wendy Kauffman; Greet-
ers – Shirley Kupp and Bonnie 
Strohecker; Nursery Caregivers – 
Gloria Clouser, Vickie Hubbard, 
and our Sr. Choir members.

 The altar flowers today are 
given in memory of  husband and 
father Bob Kaylor by his family.

 This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., Feb. 28: 6 p.m., Alcohol-
ics Anonymous Book Study 
Group; 6:30 p.m., Sr. Choir re-
hearsal in church sanctuary.

 Thurs., March 1: 6:30 p.m., 
Lenten Bible Study.

 Sun., March 4: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school; 10:15 a.m., Sunday Wor-
ship Service with Communion; 
3 p.m., Lenten Service at Frey 
Village; 4 p.m., Youth Fellowship 
at Evan.

 Tues., March 6: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Wesley.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
 We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion. New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 

Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. Sunday School for all 
ages is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible via ramp at back door. 

For additional church infor-
mation call 717-944-9595. For 
security purposes our back and 
side doors will be locked every 
Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. at 
the start of  worship. The only 
door for entry after that will be 
the front door.

 Sundays: Youth Fellowship 
meets every Sunday evening 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. 
The community is invited to par-
ticipate in these important areas 
of  our church life.

 February ushers: Bonny and 
Joel Guzzo, Jackie and Sam 
Rainal; Greeter: Bonnie Harper; 
Children’s Church leaders for 
Feb. 25: Nan Fishburn and Julie 
Myers.

 Ushers for March: Cindy and 
Dick Myers, Binny Dupes and 
Dave Judy. Greeter: Dick Wag-
ner. Children’s Church Leaders 

for March 4: Irene Beck and 
Nancy Leister.

 Middletown’s Care-A-Van, 
that transports senior citizens 
to appointments and shopping, 
is in need of  drivers. If  you are 
75 years old or under and would 
like to volunteer a half  day a 
month or more call 717-743-0788 
for information.

Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
made out of  nails and is illumi-
nated at night.  From spring to 
winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” In 
addition, he posts a pod cast 
of  Bible study many days on 
Facebook via YouTube. We invite 
everyone to tune him in for inspi-
ration for their day.

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than 
the love of  Jesus Christ!” We in-
vite you to come and experience 
this love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
 The Presbyterian Congregation is located at the 
corner of  Union and Water streets in downtown 
Middletown. We are a body of  Christian people 
who reach out to others by sharing God’s Word, 
love, and fellowship. Warm greetings to one and all 
as we seek to grow closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Thurs., 
March 1: 7:15 
p.m., choir.

 Sun., March 4: Communion; 
Youth at PCMDT.

 Please join us at 10:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, March 4 as our Pastor 
Bruce Humphrey leads us in 
worship. Our sanctuary is air-
conditioned and handicapped 
accessible, and there are also 
hearing devices for anyone want-
ing to use one. Nursery is avail-
able during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children 
to utilize during the service. Do 

join us!
 Our electronic newsletter can 

be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat).

 The Parish Nurse is available 
by calling the church office at 
717-944-4322. For further infor-
mation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown is a Recon-
ciling In Christ Church. Please join us for worship. 
Our worship times are: Sunday morning worship 
at 10 a.m. Sunday Church School for all ages 
begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday morning at 10 a.m.; 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Lenten Evening Prayer; 
Saturday evening at 5 p.m. Please enter the church 
through the parking lot door. Our Sunday worship 

service is broadcast at 11 a.m. on WMSS 91.1FM.
Church and Community 

Events: 
 Wed., March 1: 6:30 p.m., 

Lenten Evening Prayer.
 Sat., March 3: 5 p.m., Holy 

Communion – Sanctuary. 
 Sun., March 4: 9 a.m., Luther 

Hall Sunday class – Helping 
those experiencing grief- Pastor 
Eckert; 10 a.m., Holy Commu-
nion; Interfaith Lenten Service, 
Frey Village, 1020 N. Union St., 
Middletown; 3 p.m. worship, re-
freshments after the service. 

 Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 

Street, Royalton. Individuals may 
also take items directly to the 
food pantry, which is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 pm. The Community Action 
Commission office is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., at the same location. Food 
Pantry Sunday is March 4 (the 
first Sunday of  each month).

 Visit our website at www.stpe-
tersmiddletown.org.

 Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

 Scripture for March 4: Exodus 
20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 
1:18-25; John 2:13-22.

Average retail gasoline prices 
in Harrisburg fell 3.1 cents per 
gallon last week, averaging $2.73 
a gallon Sunday, according to 
GasBuddy’s daily survey of  241 
gas outlets in Harrisburg. 

This compares with the na-
tional average that fell 1.1 cents 
per gallon to $2.50 a gallon. 

Prices on Sunday were 28.3 
cents per gallon higher than the 
same day one year ago and are 
9.5 cents per gallon lower than a 
month ago. 

The national average has 
decreased 7.3 cents per gallon 
during the last month and stands 
22 cents per gallon higher than 
this day one year ago.

According to GasBuddy his-
torical data, gasoline prices 

on Feb. 26 in Harrisburg have 
ranged widely over the last five 
years: $2.45 a gallon in 2017, $1.86 
a gallon in 2016, $2.48 a gallon in 
2015, $3.59 a gallon in 2014 and 
$3.75 a gallon in 2013.

Areas near Harrisburg and 
their current gas price climate:
Lancaster: $2.78 a gallon, down 
2.8 cents.
Reading: $2.75 a gallon, down 4 
cents.
York: $2.80 a gallon, down 0.4 
cents.

“I certainly would expect 
more fireworks at the pump as 
temperatures begin to warm 
and gasoline demand begins to 
perk up,” said Patrick DeHaan, 
head of  petroleum analysis for 
GasBuddy. 

Area gas prices drop a 
bit, still higher than 2017

Lower Dauphin High School 
senior Abigail Mauger recently 
was named a finalist in the 63rd 
annual Na-
tional Merit 
Scholarship 
Program. 

S h e  w i l l 
continue in 
the competi-
tion for ap-
proximately 
7,500 National 
Merit Scholarships that will be 
announced between April and 
July. 

These students are among 
15,000 academically talented 
high school seniors from around 
the country and they represent 
less than 1 percent of  U.S. high 
school seniors..

Abigail is the daughter of  
Elizabeth and David Mauger. 

At the high school, she is a four-

year member of  the orchestra 
and a two-year member of  the pit 
orchestra, playing viola in both. 
She is a National Merit Scholar 
semifinalist and competes in 
several academic competitions. 
She is also vice president and a 
two-year member of the National 
Latin Honor Society. 

She is a two-year member 
of  the National English Honor 
Society and National Science 
Honor Society. 

In the community, she is very 
involved in her church and com-
petes in Bible quiz competitions. 

She also has performed in the 
Elizabethtown College Com-
munity Orchestra for the past 
four years.

She plans to attend college 
and graduate school to major 
in biochemistry with a possible 
career in medical research or 
pharmacology.

Mauger

LD’s Mauger finalist in 
National Merit program

Seven Lower Dauphin High 
School students have qualified 
through audition to perform in 
PMEA’s Region V festivals.

Performing in the regional 
band were Colin Yohn, eupho-
nium, and Clare Raser, clarinet. 
Their concert was Saturday, Feb. 
24, at Middletown Area High 
School. Guest conductor was Mi-
chael Votta from the University 
of  Maryland.

Aidan Ferguson, bass 1, will 
perform in the regional chorus 
festival on March 3 at Annville-
Cleona High School. The guest 
conductor will be Jeffrey Kern, 
head of  the vocal department 
at Philadelphia’s University of  

the Arts.
Finally, Ella Hickey, Annie 

Dickinson and Aidan Ferguson, 
violin, and Ryan Pumo and 
Christian Gingrich, string bass, 
will perform in the regional 
orchestra festival which will be 
held at Messiah College, March 
24. The guest conductor will be 
Dr. Timothy Dixon.

Ferguson will represent Lower 
Dauphin in both the regional 
chorus and regional orchestra, 
which is a rare distinction.

 At regionals, the student-
musicians are able to audition 
for the all-state festival which 
will be held this year in April in 
Lancaster.

LD musicians in festivals

During Red Cross Month in 
March, the American Red Cross 
encourages eligible donors to 
join in its lifesaving mission by 
giving blood.

Since 1943, every U.S. presi-
dent has designated March as 
Red Cross Month to recognize 
how the Red Cross helps people 
across the country and around 
the world. 

Red Cross Month is a celebra-
tion of  supporters, who are the 
face of  the Red Cross in their 
communities and bring hope to 
people facing emergencies.

Donors of  all blood types, espe-
cially type O, are needed to help 
those who rely on blood products 
across the country.

Make an appointment by 
downloading the free Red Cross 
blood donor app, visiting red-
crossblood.org or calling 800-
RED CROSS (800-733-2767).

An upcoming blood donation 
opportunity is being held in 
Dauphin County: from 3 to 7 
p.m. March 9 at Charlton United 
Methodist Church, located at 
5920 Jonestown Road, Harris-
burg.

March is Red Cross Month
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The Middletown Area High 
School wrestling team had an-
other strong performance at the 
PIAA District III Championships 
at the Giant Center on Feb. 23-24, 
sending five of  seven wrestlers 
to the PIAA Southeast Regional 
Championship.

In the team standings, Middle-
town finished eighth place out 
of  the 32 teams in District III AA 
competition.

The regional championship 
tournament will be held at Wilson 
High School on March 2-3, starting 
at 5:15 p.m. March 2.

The first day of  district com-
petition did not start well for the 
Raiders as promising sophomore 
138-pounder Joey Spear was on the 
receiving end of  an illegal slam 
that sent him to the hospital by 
ambulance. Although cleared by 
the medical staff of  any serious 
injury to his neck, his tournament 
and hopes of  advancing to region-
als came to an abrupt end.

Junior Ryan Berstler kickstart-
ed the Raider squad with an im-
pressive third-place performance 
at 120 pounds. Berstler’s only loss 
of  the tournament came at the 
hands of  2017 AA state runner-up 
Chase Shields of  Bishop McDevitt. 

Berstler faced a string of  tough 
competitors and kept finding a 
way to come out on top. In the first 
round, Berstler was locked up in 
a 0-0 contest with Landon West 
of  Bermudian Springs, going into 
overtime where he scored a quick 
takedown and the win. After drop-
ping the match to Shields, Berstler 
squared off against Josh Tuckey 
of  Biglerville, a match in which 
Berstler was able to score a hotly 
contested escape with 1 second on 
the clock to seize the win. 

In the consolation finals match, 
Berstler held off a late flurry from 
Anthony Gust of  Wyomissing to 
earn third place. Berstler will 

bring a 31-7 season record into 
the regionals.

Sophomore Luke Fegley had 
a good tournament, earning a 
fourth-place finish at 106 pounds. 
Fegley looked dominant against 
most of  his district competition, 
pinning Xander Heim of  Camp 
Hill in 1:17, Parker Davidson of  
Hamburg in 2:39 and Matthew 
Inman of  Annville-Cleona in 3:27. 

Fegley got redemption in a 
consolation semifinal, earning a 
3-2 victory over Brandon Breide-
gan of  Northern Lebanon, who 
defeated him in the sectional 

tournament a week prior. 
Fegley's two losses in the tourna-

ment came at the hands of  Bailey 
Gimbor of  Brandywine Heights, 
by a 3-2 decision and a 4-2 overtime 
decision. He will carry a 30-8 re-
cord into the regional tournament, 
with five of  those season losses 
coming from Gimbor.

Junior Nathan Brady navigated 
a tough 126-pound bracket to earn 
a fourth-place finish and punch his 
ticket to regionals. Brady started 
the tournament with two quality 
wins, defeating Klint Harpel of  
Brandywine Heights by a 6-2 deci-

sion and Eli Tuckey of  Biglerville 
by a 4-1 decision. 

In the semifinals, Brady faced off 
against Boiling Springs standout 
Collin Nester, who was hot off an 
upset victory over undefeated 
Bronson Garber of  Upper Dau-
phin. Despite a gutsy performance, 
Brady could not fend off Nester’s 
attack and dropped a 7-1 decision. 

In the consolation semis, Brady 
went on the attack, scoring four 
takedowns, to earn a 9-3 decision 
over Shane Strausser of Hamburg, 
before dropping the consolation 
finals to Bronson Garber. Brady 

is 24-9 heading into the regionals.
Senior Devin Martin wasted 

no time getting the action started 
in a loaded 145-pound bracket, 
scoring a 20-5 technical fall over 
Camp Hill’s Gus LaTorre. In his 
quarterfinal match, Martin came 
back from an early 2-0 deficit with a 
takedown and a series of  near-falls 
to earn a 9-4 decision over Trenton 
Harder of  Bermudian Springs. 

Martin then found himself  on 
the losing side of  a semifinal show-
down with undefeated (33-0) Gabe 
Miller of  Pequea Valley. Martin 
dropped another 5-2 decision to 
Michael Capozzoli of  Newport 
before sealing a fifth-place finish 
with a 5-2 rematch over Bermu-
dian’s Trenton Harder. Martin 
will carry a 23-11 record into the 
regional tournament.

Sophomore Zach Malay con-
tinues a good postseason run for 
the Raiders at 113 pounds. Malay 

responded well after an initial 
loss to Devan Blose of  Newport 
by earning two straight victories 
and guaranteeing himself  a spot 
at regionals.

Malay showed his skill in the top 
position, scoring three near-falls 
in a 12-9 decision over Jake Sha-
radin of  Kutztown. Malay showed 
improvement with a 6-5 decision in 
a rematch with Andrew Stafford of  
Boiling Springs, who had defeated 
him a week prior. Although Malay 
dropped his last two matches, he 
earned a sixth-place finish and 
looks ready to make a statement 
in the regional tournament.

Sophomore Quincy Reinnagel’s 
season came to an end Friday eve-
ning as he lost his first two matches 
in the 220-pound bracket. Reinna-
gel is one of  several young upper 
weights who likely will make an 
impact for the Raider squad in the 
2018-19 season.

Five MAHS wrestlers will head to regionals

“We need more girls at Middle-
town to come out for basketball 
and try to develop players,” Stetler 
said, adding that only 15 came 
out. Many athletes — not just at 
Middletown but across the coun-
try — are choosing to play only 
one sport, he added, and that hurts 
the depth.

Fitzpatrick agreed.
“I hope to see many of  our ju-

nior high girls come out to play 
so we can continue to build the 
program,” she said. “I love this 
game more than anything, and I 
can only hope that I can get my 
teammates to share in that love 
of  the game.”

Koser likely will be the lone 
senior starter next season. 

“She’s been a two-year starter. 
We’re going to expect her to get 
better,” Stetler said. 

Fitzpatrick said she wants to 
work to become a better leader.

“I hope next season to not only 

get better with my basketball 
skills in the off season but to learn 
how to bring our team together,” 
Fitzpatrick said.

“We are all starting to bond as 
a team and that will be crucial 
for our success in the future,” 
she added.

Stetler said the team’s tough 
Mid-Penn Conference Capital Di-
vision games along with a tough 
non-league schedule helped get 
the Blue Raiders in the playoffs.

“I enjoyed coaching this group. 
Would we have liked to have done 
better? I think everybody would 
have. But this is a good group of  
kids who listened and I felt worked 
hard,” he said.

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

At 120 pounds, Ryan Berstler squared off against Josh Tuckey of Biglerville, a match in which Berstler was able to 
score a hotly contested escape with 1 second on the clock to seize the win. 

Devin Martin dropped a 5-2 decision to Michael Capozzoli of Newport.

GIRLS: Hoops team seeks depth
From page B1

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY EARL HAMMAKER

Makaila Nester drives to the hoop Feb. 20 vs. York Catholic in playoff action.

mark and a runner in the lane by 
Leach with 4:03 left turned out to 
be the only points the Blue Raid-
ers would score until Chris Plum-
mer made a pair of  free throws 
with 1:51 on the clock. 

The Saints, meanwhile, col-
lected 9 points from the foul line 
and picked up a combined 7 points 
from Keba Mitchell and Trevor 
Dabney from the floor as Berks 
Catholic cruised to the 18-point 
victory. 

Hughes scored 11 points in 
the loss (well below his average 
of  more than 21 a game) while 
Truesdale (9 points), Leach (8) 
and Plummer (5) accounted for 
the other points for the Raiders. 

Dabney and Garcia teamed for 
31 points to lead the Saints.

Middletown 72, Boiling Springs 55
The Middletown boys bas-

ketball team hosted the Boiling 
Springs Bubblers on Feb. 6 in their 
next-to-last regular season game. 
The Blue Raiders had a rather 
easy time of  it and ran past their 
guests, 81-55.

But Middletown head coach 
Chris Sattele did not expect that 
outcome.

“That surprised me. Boiling 
Springs is a much better team 
than that,” he said following the 
lopsided victory that could have 
been a lot worse than the score 
indicated.

When the pairings came out for 
the District III-4A playoffs, Sattele 
and his team found themselves 
matched up again with Boiling 
Spring after both teams drew byes 
in the first round.

Sattele expected a tougher game 
this time, and that’s exactly what 
his team got Thursday, Feb. 22.

The Bubblers shook off an early 
7-0 Middletown lead, drew within 
two points at 17-15 at the end of  
the first period, and used a 22-17 
scoring advantage in the second to 
earn a 37-34 lead over the Raiders 
at halftime. And that, of  course, 
caused some concerns, not only 
among the Middletown team, but 
also throughout the big home 
crowd at the Blue Raiders’ gym.

But those concerns were quick-
ly pushed aside when the Raiders 
exploded out of the halftime break 
with a 10-0 run to take away the 
momentum the Bubblers gath-
ered in the first half. That quick 
start propelled the home team to 
a 19-6 advantage in the period and 
a 10-point lead to start the fourth.

The Raiders never let up after 
that, despite some foul issues in 
the late going. The end result was 
a comfortable 72-55 victory that 
earned the Blue Raiders a district 
semifinal showdown.

On Thursday, Hughes led all 
scorers with 26 points, topping 
Boiling Springs’ Dylan Lanoue, 
who finished with 23. Tre’ Leach 
added 18 points, Chris Plummer 
scored 12 and Kyle Truesdale 
chipped in 10 for the winners.

Lanoue scored 12 of  his points 
in the second period to lead the 
Bubblers to the reversal that 
erased a 17-15 Middletown lead. 
Middletown’s last lead of  the first 
half  (25-24) came on a foul shot 
by Plummer with 4:02 left but the 
Bubblers had out-pointed their 
hosts 13-6 in the bottom of  the 
frame to build a 37-31 advantage. 
Plummer’s trey, however, with 1 
second left made it a three-point 
game and gave the Raiders a lift 
as they headed into the halftime 
break.

Sattele did not keep his team 
in the locker-room very long at 
halftime, saying what he had to 
say in just a few minutes before 
sending his charges back out. 
Whatever he did say apparently 
worked.

Brady Fox’s baseline basket 
off a Hughes pass just 7 seconds 
in got the home team started off 
on its 10-0 run that ended on a 
Hughes triple and a 44-37 Middle-
town lead. In between, Leach 
and Truesdale added points as 
the Raiders converted several 
defensive rebounds and a Bubbler 
turnover into the decisive streak. 
At the end of  the third quarter, 
the Raiders held onto a 10-point 
lead, 53-43.

With the Middletown defense 
dominating on Boiling Springs’ 
end, the Bubblers had a tough 
time scoring and holding onto the 
ball. A steal and dunk by Lanoue 
turned out to be one of  the few 
highlights for the visitors in the 
final eight minutes.

A three-pointer by Plummer 
and a Leach drive and foul shot 
off a Bubbler miss vaulted the 
Blue Raiders into a 64-49 lead 
with 3:50 left in the game. The 
Bubblers tried to rally and got to 
within 10, 65-55, with less than two 
minutes to play. But Truesdale 
converted a steal into two points, 
Hughes scored off a slick Fox-to-
Plummer-to-Hughes connection 
and Tyler Petroski added a pair 
of  free throws with 30 seconds 
left to wrap up the playoff victory.

BOYS: Blue Raiders have no trouble dispatching Bubblers again
From page B1

“I hope to see many of our 
junior high girls come out 
to play so we can continue 
to build the program.”

Kate Fitzpatrick 
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