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By Eric Wise
For the Press And Journal

Setting out for a day of work in a 
police uniform was a bit different in 
1978, the year Richard Brandt started 
on the force.
Back then, Brandt — who retired July 

1 as chief of police in Lower Swatara 
Township — said officers carried little 
more than revolvers and batons. 
“Our radio was our lifeline back in 

1978,” he said. 
Today, officers also rely on radios, 

cellphones and computers.
“Technology has had a tremendous 

effect on life in general, but also made 
for big changes in law enforcement,” 
Brandt said. 
Mobile data terminals are in nearly 

all cars, so officers can quickly check 
the status of a vehicle they are follow-
ing and the background of the driver. 
But advances also apply to weapons, 

he said.
Brandt joined 

Lower Swatara’s 
police depart-
ment in 1988, 
and rose through 
the ranks as a 
detective and ser-
geant. Over that 
time, he noted 
the switch from 
.357 revolvers 
to 10 mm semi-
automatic handguns, as well as the 
change to the practice of keeping rifles 
and shotguns in each car for all shifts. 
Today’s officers also carry pepper 
spray and Taser stun guns.
The addition of Tasers provided a big 

benefit for police, Brandt said. 
“The Taser allows subduing a person 

without injuring the person or the 
police officer,” he said.
Brandt said he plans to spend time 

working on projects improving his 
home in Royalton, what he said are 
the kinds of things he had not found 
time to do while he was working. He 
also started making travel plans with 
his wife, Amy, with his eyes set on 
Greece and Australia for two of his 
first destinations. As weather allows, 
Brandt said he plans to spend time 
kayaking, shooting, fishing, bicycling 
and riding his motorcycle. 

A changing township
Brandt has seen the township grow in 

his 28 years on the force, with many 
businesses sprouting up along Fulling 
Mill Road and the construction of sev-
eral neighborhoods, including Twelve 

Oaks and Old Reliance, Brandt said.
“When I started, the World War II 

generation lived in Shope’s Garden 
and other areas of the township, but 
that has changed,” Brandt said. 
As the township grew, the police 

department grew with it, Brandt said. 
In 1988, Lower Swatara had a police 
chief and nine patrolmen, which grew 
to 13 by 1994 and stayed that way 
for 11 years. Former Chief Richard 
Wiley took over in 2005 and named 
three new sergeants, including Brandt, 
and he named Randy Richards as the 
first school resource officer. Wiley’s 
changes increased the department to 
16 officers. 
Brandt was named acting chief as 

Wiley accepted a job in West Mel-
bourne, Florida, in August 2012, and 
the position became permanent a few 
months later. 
Brandt retired after a tense period 

between the Lower Swatara board of 

commissioners, led by Tom Mehaffie, 
and the township’s police department. 
“I could do two more years,” Brandt 

said. “If Mehaffie hadn’t been around, 
I would have stayed two more years.”
In his position as chief, I know he 

shouldered a lot more stress than he 
let on to the men,” said Randy Rich-
ards, a patrolman with Lower Swatara 
Police. “In typical Dick Brandt style, 
he kept his cool, shook his head and 
made the best of things. Although I 
wish him the best in his retirement, he 
is greatly missed in the department.”

Finding his calling
Brandt said it was not easy to find 

well-paid jobs that directly related to 
his bachelor’s degree in psychology, 
and he decided to apply for other jobs, 
including with local police depart-
ments. 

Brandt

• A look back at the Ruth mur-
der case: Richard Brandt’s most 
memorable. See page A5.

Lower Swatara’s ex-Chief Brandt reflects on long career as a police officer

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

It was an unusually hot day in 
May 2015. The late afternoon 
sun was blinding, and the sweat 
was pouring 
down Mayor 
John Hoern-
er’s face as 
he pushed 
a broom to 
sweep the 
stones and 
debris off the 
sidewalks of 
downtown 
Highsp i re , 
alongside a 
group of young people from the 
Harrisburg Rugby Club.
Hoerner had made this happen, 

like he made so many other things 
happen in Highspire.
The club wanted to do something 

to repay the town for allowing the 
club to play in Memorial Park. 
Hoerner came up with the idea of 
having the club come out to help 
beautify the sidewalks and streets 
of the town he loved.
But he didn’t just set it up. He 

was there, sweating and working 

Highspire
Mayor 
Hoerner 
dies at 
age 62

Visitation to be held 
this weekend
A visitation to honor the life 

of Mayor John Hoerner of 
Highspire will be held from 
6 to 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 6, at 
Hoerner’s church, Highspire 
United Methodist Church, 170 
2nd St., in Highspire. Another 
visitation will be held from 9 to 
11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 7, at the 
church, with the funeral service 
to immediately follow. Burial 
will be at the convenience of 
the family.

Please See MAYOR, Page A6

Hoerner

He’s remembered 
as a hands-on 
civic leader

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

On Friday, Dec. 30, the Middletown 
Police Department lost both its chief 
and its currently longest-serving senior 
officer.
On Tuesday, Dec. 27, Sgt. Richard 

Hiester, a 26-year veteran of the force, 
officially notified the borough that he 
would be retiring — effective Friday, 
Dec. 30, Borough Manager Ken 
Klinepeter confirmed for the Press 
And Journal.
Chief John Bey’s last day was also 

Dec. 30; Bey having submitted his res-
ignation on Tuesday, Dec. 6, to accept 
a full-time job with the Pennsylvania 
Air National Guard at Harrisburg 
International Airport.
Mayor James H. Curry III, who is in 

charge of the police department, told 
the Press And Journal on Monday, 
Jan. 2, that he had picked someone 

to serve as chief on an interim basis 
to replace Bey. The person is going 
through background checks before the 
appointment can be considered final, 
Curry said.
Despite the apparent abruptness of 

Hiester’s decision, the news of his 
retirement did not come as a shock 

to the mayor or to borough officials, 
Curry said.
“Sgt. Hiester has talked about his 

intentions with Chief Bey multiple 
times,” Curry said in a text message to 
the Press And Journal. “He (Hiester) 
has met with the administration team 
to discuss his pension, etc. Middletown 

Borough thanks Sgt. Hiester for his 
years of service and wishes him well 
in retirement.”
Unofficially, one could say that Hi-

ester put the borough and Middletown 
residents on notice of his retirement 
back in October 2015, when he was 
interviewed by the Press And Journal 
for a story marking his 25th anniver-
sary with the force.
At the time, he said he was weighing 

his options regarding when he would 
hang up his badge. But he also talked 
about feeling as if “I still have more 
good to do.”
A lifelong Middletown resident, 

Hiester was born into the family busi-
ness of the East End Garage at Main 
and Vine, which Hiester’s grandfather 
opened in 1935.
But Hiester was also drawn to public 

service early in life, first running as an 
emergency medical technician with 
local ambulance companies and then 
taking the civil service commission 
test to become a police officer.
He got his start with the MPD in 

1990, when then-Chief George Miller 
asked Hiester if he was still interested 
in a job with the local department, as 
Hiester was toiling under a car in his 
dad’s garage. Hiester said yes, and 

he's worn the uniform here ever since.
Hiester won't be twiddling his thumbs 

looking around for things to do. He     
took over the garage at the end of 2015, 
and is looking forward to being able 
to give that more time.
In addition, Hiester and his wife, 

Mary, also keep busy with a number 
of rental properties that they own.
The departure of Bey and Hiester 

leaves the Middletown Police Depart-
ment with 10 full-time officers and six 
part-time officers. The department is 
authorized 12 full-time officers.
Those numbers do not include the new 

full-time officer that borough council 
approved as part of the 2017 budget.
Adam Tankersley, a part-time patrol 

officer hired earlier this year, applied 
for the new full-time position and has 
been chosen for the job, Bey told the 
Press And Journal on Wednesday.
However, making Tankersley the new 

full-time officer is pending approval 
by borough council, and council has 
yet to act.
If and when Tankersley does move 

up to the full-time slot, that will create 
a new vacancy in the part-time ranks 
— in addition to the two new full-time 
vacancies that now exist with the exit 
of Hiester and Bey.

Hiester retires, no chief in place yet

Press and Journal file photo by Dan Miller
Richard Hiester, a 25-year veteran of the Middletown police force, has 
retired from the department.

Sergeant was 
longest-serving
senior officer 
currently on force

Submitted photo
John Kerecz of Lower Swatara Township stands near the base camp of Mount Everest on his recent trip.

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

Lots of us dream of going to exotic places 
someday, but we don’t let ourselves go.
We come up with all kinds of reasons and 

excuses for why we can’t do something, or 
go somewhere, so we don’t do it. And that’s 
that. You go to your grave wondering what 
might have been.
But if you are reading this, it’s obviously 

not too late to change that. And the place to 
start might be to spend some time with John 
Kerecz of Lower Swatara Township — after 
which you might find yourself thinking, if this 
guy can do it, why can’t I?
Yeah right, you’re thinking, maybe if I was 

rich. But Kerecz says he’s never won the lot-
tery and that he isn’t independently wealthy. 
He works for the state.
Yet within just the past two years he’s flown 

to outer space in a Russian MiG-29 Fulcrum 
fighter jet, and more recently hiked to the base 
camp of the tallest mountain on the planet.
Maybe it’s because when Kerecz puts his mind 

to something, he just does it. Some people read 
books about self-help and stress relief; Kerecz 
writes them. For more on that, go to Amazon.
com and search for John Kerecz.
And at the end of the day, Kerecz will tell 

you two things: taking the trip of your dreams 
— and doing it more than once in your life 
— doesn’t have to be that hard. And you will 

Please See TRIP, Page A6

A TRIP OF  
A LIFETIME 
— AGAIN
Lower Swatara man goes 
to Tibet, Mount Everest 
for latest adventure
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News in Your 
Neighborhood

LaVonne Ackerman 
1438 Old Reliance Road, 717-649-7366 • LaVonneAck@comcast.net

To place your business in the directory contact the 
Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 
Web site: www.pressandjournal.com

Phone: 717-944-4628

Business Directory

Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown

717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown

717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown

717-944-7154

AUTO SERVICE

Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, Elizabethtown

717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO DEALER

Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 

717-944-5425

FLOWERS

Olmsted Plaza Barber Shop 
1547 W. Harrisburg Pike, Middletown

717-944-9364

BARBER

Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown

717-566-2525
Middletown Pharmacy 

& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown

717-944-1640

HALLMARK CARDS/GIFTS

Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery

For More Information 
717-944-4628 

PRINTING

Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown

717-944-7980
Sharp Cuts

124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

SALON

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric

717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg

717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 

717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown

717-367-3724

State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane

735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

INSURANCE

Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown

717-215-9607

PERSONAL TRAINING

CHIROPRACTOR
PHYSICAL THERAPIST

THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown

717-944-2225

Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown

717-944-0450

RESTAURANT

Happy New Year, folks, and a warm 
welcome to 2017! Winter is here. 
This is the first of the two full-blast 
wintery weather months. How do we 
survive January?
Let’s think about some fun things 

about January and then embrace them 
… and embrace January! The Farm 
Show, snow sports, pretty snowy 
winter scenes, fuzzy socks, good 
books, hot chocolate, yummy soups 
… and thank you for the recipe below, 
Nancy Eakin! 
Layers of sweaters and warm cloth-

ing, thoughts of snow days, warm 
mittens, Martin Luther King Jr. 
holiday, hot chocolate, no yard work 
(other than shoveling snow), Netflix, 
fireplaces, knitting, baking, snacking, 
board games (Sequence is my favorite 
now), card games and hot chocolate! 
I really love hot chocolate, can you 

tell? I hope you have a very pleasant 
week and don’t be shy, email me your 
recipes and news to share.

Birthdays
Barb Dagenhart celebrates her 

cake day on Thursday, Jan. 5. Have 
a happy one!
Best wishes for a fantastic birthday 

are sent to Rich Zito on Friday, Jan. 
6. Enjoy!
Alexis Hile marks her 20th new-

decade birthday on Friday, Jan. 6. 
Congrats and have a blast!

Jason Hardison of Lower Swatara 
hits No. 23 on Monday, Jan. 9. Have 
a wonderful week, Jason.
Happy landmark 18th birthday to 

Braedon Thomas of Middletown 
on Monday, Jan. 9. Keep all warm 
and cozy!

Anniversaries
Best wishes for a lovely romantic 

sixth anniversary to Brian and Pa-
mela Etter of Elizabethtown. They 
celebrate on Sunday, Jan. 8. 

Citizen Quiz
1. Who nominates judges of the 

Supreme Court?
2. How many Supreme Court justices 

are there?
3. Why did the Pilgrims come to 

America?
4. What is the chief executive of a 

state government called?
5. What is the chief executive of a 

city government called? 

Broccoli Cheese Soup
submitted by 

Nancy Eakin, Middletown
8 oz. Velveeta cheese
2 cans cream of celery soup
1 pt. (16 oz.) half and half
2 10 oz. packages frozen, chopped 

broccoli
Double this recipe to fill a 

medium sized crockpot. 

Mix the above ingredients in crock 
pot in the morning, set to low. It will 
be ready for dinner!     

SLAP Haiku
Look ahead not back
Made it through the prior year
Peace, love, joy, guide me

Quiz answers
1. The president
2. nine
3. For religious freedom
4. Governor
5. Mayor

Take Time
Take time for 10 things:
1. Take time to work, it is the price 

of success.
2. Take time to think, it is the source 

of power.
3. Take time to play, it is the secret 

of youth.
4. Take time to read, it is the founda-

tion of knowledge.
5. Take time to worship, it is the 

highway of reverence and washes the 
dust of earth from our eyes.
6. Take time to help and enjoy friends, 

it is the source of happiness.
7. Take time to love, it is the one 

sacrament of life.
8. Take time to dream, it hitches the 

soul to the stars.
9. Take time to laugh, it is the singing 

that helps with life’s loads.
10. Take time to plan, it is the secret 

of being able to have time to take time 
for the first nine things.   
            — Author Unknown

Quote of the Week
“God can do much in a year’s time 

if we are open to him on a daily ba-
sis!”        — Anonymous 

Question of the Week
What do you like about January?
“I like the snow and hot chocolate. 

I don’t think there is anything else!” 
— Stella Ryan, 6, West Hanover.
“It’s my brother’s birthday. It’s new 

year’s month!” — Sofia Wilkinson, 
8, West Hanover.
“It’s my friend Ella’s birthday. I think 

it is Jan. 3rd!” — Victoria Kelly, 9, 
Swatara.
“"I’m excited about the State of the 

Union Address and the Inauguration.” 
— Bill Sackman, Harrisburg.
“It is a good time for sports, playoffs 

with football.” — Ben Bowers, Las 
Vegas. 
“The snow is pretty to look at and it 

is my birthday month.” — LeeAnn 
Hocker, Harrisburg. 

Proverb  for the Week
An evildoer listens to wicked lips; 

and a liar gives heed to a mischievous 
tongue (17:4).

Lower Dauphin High School seniors 
Logan Grubb and Sarita Walters re-
cently were recognized as Students 
of the Month.
Grubb was honored by the Rotary 

Club of Hummelstown.
He is the son of Amy Clark-Grubb and 

Steven Grubb and is an accomplished 
thespian, student and community 
member. In school, he is a four-year 
member of the Thespian Society, act-
ing in the fall plays and playing the role 
of Pop Bailey and Uncle Billy in this 
year’s production of “It’s a Wonderful 
Life.” He is also a four-year member 
of the cast of the spring musical, last 
year playing Gomez Addams in “The 
Addams Family.” 
He has participated in Lower Dau-

phin’s choral program for four years 
and was in the band for three years. He 
is president and a three-year member 
of the National Honor Society. He 
is a co-vice president and two-year 
member of the National English Honor 
Society. He is a two-year member of 
the National Science Honor Society 
and a four-year member of the National 
German Honor Society. He serves on 
the school board as a student represen-
tative and was a member of the track 
and field team for four years.
In the community, he attended the 

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards Con-
ference this past summer. He works as 
an intern at the Hummelstown Area 
Historical Society and as an instructor 
in the Learn to Swim program at the 
Hummelstown Pool. He also held a 
summer job as an office assistant with 
Caldwell & Kearns, attorneys at law.
He hopes to attend Gettysburg Col-

lege and major in political science/
public administration.
Walters was recognized by the Hum-

melstown Women’s Club.
The daughter of Justine and Scott 

Walters, she is an outstanding athlete, 
student and community member. She 
is a four-year member of the girls soc-
cer team and a two-year member of 
the National Math Honor Society, the 
National English Honor Society and 
the National History Honor Society, 
for which she is vice president.
In the community, she has played 

club soccer with LDC United Galaxy 
since third grade. She also volunteers 
on mission trips and is active in her 
church. She is also a mentor in Lower 
Dauphin Communities That Care’s 
Study Buddy program.
She plans to attend Virginia Military 

Institute and major in international 
studies and she has verbally committed 
to play women’s soccer.

Students of the Month
LOWER DAUPHIN HIGH SCHOOL

Logan Grubb Sarita Walters

From The Wednesday, 
January 5, 1994 Edition Of 

The Press And Journal

Next Phase: 
Decommissioning In 2014

TMI’s Unit 2 Reactor 
Placed In Monitored Storage

 It’s taken over 14 years of history-
making cleanup, analysis and negotia-
tions, but the damaged Unit 2 reactor at 
Three Mile Island has finally entered a 
stage of industrial limbo known in the 
nuclear power industry as “monitored 
storage.”
 The owner of the Londonderry Town-

ship facility, GPU Nuclear Corpora-
tion, first proposed the storage option 
to the United States Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission (NRC) in August 
1988 as an interim stage between the 
end of defueling and decommissioning 
at the plant.
 Unit 2’s ongoing status has garnered 

industry-wide attention, primarily 
because it was the site of the coun-
try’s worst commercial nuclear power 
accident in March 1979, but also be-
cause it is the first nuclear plant to be 
“mothballed” in this manner.
 The NRC announced an amendment 

to GPU’s license in mid-September 

that permitted the utility to possess 
Unit 2 but not operate it. That hurdle 
cleared the way for GPU to place the 
damaged reactor into “post-defueling 
monitored storage” until its planned 
decommissioning along with the 
healthy Unit 1 reactor in April 2014.
 According to GPU officials, some 

radioactive material remains at Unit 2 
but is expected to decay significantly 
before the plants decommissioning 
20 years from now. As a result, the 
NRC has issued detailed technical 
specifications that must be met dur-
ing storage, including the frequency 
of inspections and the equipment that 
must be maintained.
 Prior to issuing the possession-only 

license, the NRC staff reportedly con-
ducted safety and technical evalua-
tions, which determined long-term 
storage to be an acceptable option 
for the plant.

Prices From 23 Years Ago
Stouffers Lasagna 
  40 oz. pkg. .............................$4.79
Fresh Artichokes ............... 68¢/each
Roma Tomatoes .................... 79¢/lb.
Mozzarella Balls 16 oz. pkg. ...$2.34
Snowflake Rolls ....$1.29/8 roll pkg.
Bertolli Olive Oil 17 oz. ..........$2.89
Farley’s Fruit Snacks 

  10 oz. pkg. .............................$1.55
Green Zuchini Squash .......... 58¢/lb.
Fresh Endive ........................ 39¢/lb.
Cavatelli Pasta Salad ......... $1.88/lb.
Minute Maid 64 oz. .................$1.79
Smithfield Bacon ............... $1.38/lb.
Pepperidge Farms 
  Croutons 5.5 oz .....................$1.09

Look Back At The News Stories 
That Highlighted Our Year: 1993
 Since it’s traditional at the start of 

a new year to look back on all the 
events that shaped and molded our 
world during the previous 12 months, 
we thought it would be interesting to 
review some of the news stories that 
made their mark in the Press And 
Journal in 1993.
 JANUARY 1993: Union Hopes To 

Salvage Sale; With a skeleton crew 
of fewer than 30 workers now filling 
the remaining manufacturing orders at 
Bethlehem Steel’s trackwork facility 
in Steelton, local union officials are 
still holding our hope that the corpo-
ration will find a buyer for the plant 
before it shuts down permanently.
 FEBRUARY 1993: Met-Ed Tries 

Again To Break Electric Pact; Metro-
politan Edison Company has advised 
Middletown officials that it is seeking, 
again, to terminate the 1906 contract 

under which it supplies electricity to 
the Borough at the favorable rate of 1 
cent per kilowatt hour (Kwh). 
 MARCH 1993: 20-plus Inches of 

Snow Finds Locals Still Digging Our 
From The “Great Blizzard of ’93; It 
may have not been the area’s worst 
snow storm of the century, but for most 
local residents it ranked as one of the 
worst in memory. Although our area 
was covered by an average of 20 to 
23 inches of snow Saturday night, it 
wasn’t enough to top the record snow-
fall of 25.2 inches that was dumped 
on this area during the storm that hit 
here on Feb. 11, 1983.
 APRIL 1993: Flood Was Little More 

Than Messy Nuisance; For some of 
the residents in Royalton Borough, 
the flood of 1993 was a minor incon-
venience compared to the hoards of 
sightseers who overflowed the small 
town’s streets and created a general 
nuisance of themselves.
 SEPTEMBER 1993: AMP to Ex-

pand Plant In Lower Swatara Twp.; 
Officials with AMP Incorporated an-
nounced early last week that the giant 
electronics firm will construct a large 
new building at its Fulling Mill Road 
location in Lower Swatara township 
that could provide at least 130 new 
jobs for area residents.

23 YEARS AGO - MAHS Thespians Stage Comedy – The Middletown Area High School performing arts department presents the comedy, 
“But Why Bump Off Barnaby” in the high school auditorium. Pictured in a recent rehearsal for this hilarious farce are: student director Lori 
Pressley (seated in foreground) and actors (left to right) Josh Koch, Lisa Kalbaugh, Tracy Erb, Margaret Laszczak, Ty Walker, Robert Smith, 
Kevin Arnold, Maggie Hess, April Hoover and Val Messick.

23 Years Ago
From The Middletown Journal Files

 Lower Dauphin High School’s chap-
ter of the National Art Honor Society 
recently inducted 20 new members 
into its ranks.
They included sophomores Sadie 

Berndt, Olivia Dreon, Steven Jones, 

Sydney Koons, and Jake Snyder; ju-
niors Sarah Bell, Laura Breidenstine, 
Dani Cake, Cassie Carver, Emalee 
Douglass, Hayley Ferguson, Emily 
Given, Kayla Hoffer, Emma Johns, 
Hannah Laychock, Corrine Shirk, 

and Abby Varnicle; and seniors Tara 
Czarnecki, Misa Mkwayaya, and 
Andi Olszewski. 
The inductees join current members 

Hanna Allen, Rachel Bickelman 
(secretary), Ava Bottiglia, Emma 

Durantine, Kelly Fahringer, Rachel 
Garlock, Grace Gilbert (president), 
Madeline Gotshall, Kaylee Hollen-
bach (vice president), Olivia Rutledge 
(treasurer), Nicole Seacord, and 
Hunter Smith.

Lower Dauphin National Art Honor Society gets new members

Six Lower Dauphin High School 
musicians were selected to perform 
in the Lebanon Valley College Honors 
Band Festival on Jan. 13-14.
They include sophomore Reese 

LaDuke, tuba; junior Katelyn Trues-
dell, trumpet; and seniors David Sgri-
gnoli, trumpet, Megan Barr, French 

horn, Travis Walborn, percussion, and 
Colin Witman, bass clarinet.
The ensemble will be under the direc-

tion of Dr. Christopher J. Heffner and 
consists of 92 high school students 
from 19 school districts. They will 
perform at 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 14 in 
Lutz Hall, Blair Music Center.

Six LD musicians selected for 
college honors band festival

Reduce - Reuse - Recycle



John Lee
 John Andrew Lee, 65, of Middle-

town, entered into eternal rest on Tues-
day, December 27, 2016 at the M.S. 
Hershey Medical Center, Hershey. 
 He was born on November 17, 1951 

in Lynchburg, Va. and was the son 
of the late John Horsley and Zolene 
(Campbell) Lee. 
 John, affectionately known as Andy, 

was of the Presbyterian faith and en-
joyed gardening and watching Penn 
State and Duke sporting events. He 
attended E.C. Glass High School in 
Lynchburg, Va. and was a graduate 
of the Augusta Military Academy in 
Ft. Defiance, Va. He also received his 
Associates Degree from Lynchburg 
Community College. Andy was em-
ployed with Dauphin County, where 
he was a probation officer.
In addition to his parents, Andy was 

preceded in death by his son Chris-
topher Lee.
He is survived by his loving wife of 

33 years, Judith Eileen (Ferguson) Lee; 
a daughter Caitlin Elizabeth Lee of 
Des Moines, Iowa; a sister Sara Pratt 
of Washington, D.C.; a brother Bill 
Lee of Knoxville, Tenn.; and several 
nieces and nephews. 
 Viewing was held on Friday, De-

cember 30, 2016 from 10 a.m. until 12 
p.m. (noon) at the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, Inc., 
260 E. Main St., Middletown. A tribute 
to his life was at 12 p.m. (noon), with 
J.T. Senior and the Rev. Ted Keating 
officiating.  
 Burial will be at the convenience of 

the family. 
 Memorial contributions in Andy’s 

name may be sent to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Hospital (www.stjude.org), a 
charity that he loved. 
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekfuneralhome.com.

www.pressandjournal.com; e-mail - info@pressandjournal.com THE PRESS AND JOURNAL, Wednesday, January 4, 2017 - A3

THE PRESS AND
 JOURNAL, INC.

(USPS 443-100)
20 S. Union Street

Middletown, PA 17057-1445
Established 1854

Published Every Wednesday
JOURNAL Building
20 S. Union Street

PHONE: (717)944-4628
FAX: (717)944-2083

E-MAIL: info@pressandjournal.com
WEB SITE: www.pressandjournal.com

JOSEPH G. SUKLE, JR.
Publisher

JASON MADDUX
Editor

MAXINE ETTER
General Manager
DAVE BROWN
Sales Manager

NANCY J. BROWN
Circulation Manager

The Press and Journal will be mailed to Dauphin 
and Lancaster counties in Pennsylvania at $30 a 
year or $20 for six months. In-State at $35 per 
year or $23 for six months. Out-of-State $45 a 
year, payable in advance. Online e-Edition $30 
per year. Single copy 75¢.

Periodicals Postage Paid at Harrisburg, PA.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
Press and Journal, Inc

20 S. Union Street
Middletown, PA 17057-1445

HOURS: Mon. - Thurs. 8-5; Fri. 8-4

Fees For Obituaries: 
31¢ per word. $5 for photo. 

Fees For Card of Thanks 
or In Memoriam: 

$10 / 45 words or less; 
$10 each additional 

45 words or less. 
Paid In Advance - Cash, 
Check, Visa, Mastercard. 
Deadline - Monday Noon. 

Contact Press And Journal 
at 717-944-4628, 

e-mail: PamSmith@pressand-
journal.com 

or Your Funeral Director

Vivian C. “Bib” Limero, 96, of 
Middletown, went home to be with 
her Lord and Savior on Tuesday, 
December 27, 2016 at the Homeland 
Center, Harrisburg.
 Vivian was born on September 

24, 1920 in Highspire and was the 
daughter of the late Claude and Minnie 
(Houser) Cross.
 She was the widow of William F. 

Limero.
 Vivian was a graduate of Highspire 

High School and the Thompson In-
stitute. She was a retired secretary 
for Nationwide Insurance and as the 
library secretary for the Middletown 
Area School District. Vivian was a 
member of St. Peter’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church and National Secretary 
Association. She was an avid Penn 
State, Phillies and Hershey Bears fan. 
 She is survived by her daughter, 

Teri-Ann and husband Ted Sites and 
her grandson, Scott and wife Shannon 
Sites, all of Middletown. She also is 

survived by her great-grand dogs, 
Trixie, Peaches and Izzy who were 
very special to her.
 Graveside services were held on 

Thursday, December 29 at 3 p.m. at the 
Middletown Cemetery, 675 N. Spring 
Street, Middletown, Pa.
 Arrangements were entrusted to the 

Matinchek Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Services, Inc., Middletown.
 In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-

tions may be made to the Homeland 
Center, 1901 North 5th Street. Har-
risburg, PA 17102.
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekfuneralhome.com.

Vivian Limero

Jacqueline Louise Bretz, 91, of 
Middletown, entered into eternal rest 
on Monday, December 26, 2016 at the 
Middletown Home. 
 She was born on January 30, 1925 in 

Middletown and was the daughter of 
the late Milton H. and Lottie (Kohl) 
Rowe.
 She was a member of the Evan-

gelical United Methodist Church, 
Middletown. Jacqueline was a former 
administrative assistant for the federal 
government, a former member of the 
Order of the Eastern Star, and a former 
member of Daughters of the Nile.
 In addition to her parents, Jacqueline 

was preceded in death by her husband 
James R. Bretz, a son James R. Bretz 
II, and a brother Milton H. Rowe Jr. 
 She is survived by her two sisters, 

Suzanne Rowe of Middletown, and 
Madeline Corwin of Washington, Pa.; 
and several other nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

 There was a graveside service at 
the Middletown Cemetery on Friday, 
December 30, 2016 at 10 a.m., with the 
Rev. M. Lee Ellenberger officiating. 
 The family entrusted the care of the 

Matinchek Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Services, Inc., Middletown, 
to handle the funeral arrangements. 
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekfuneralhome.com.

Jacqueline Bretz

For many friends and family mem-
bers, 2016 was the end of a chapter of 
life. The Press And Journal takes this 
opportunity to pay a final tribute to 
those who died in 2016. The individu-
als listed are those who were included 
in our obituary pages last year. 

January 6 Edition
 Betty Conway; Dr. Jacquelyn Dou-

glass; Eric Glass; Betty Hardesty; 
Nancy Hayward; Ricky Lauver; Mar-
cus Thompson; Annie Williams

January 13 Edition
 Frank Balinosky; Maxine Dimeler; 

Paul Ginder; Harold Kline; Irene 
Thompson; Shannon Turkowsky

January 20 Edition
 Dan Dougherty

January 27 Edition
 Donald Shupp Sr.

February 3 Edition
 Mary Hawk

February 10 Edition
 Gary Brewer; Russell Houser; Ron-

ald Painter
February 17 Edition

 Lon Bingaman Sr.; Janet Hooven; 
June Lahr; Jane Swengle

February 24 Edition
 Delores Fort; Ronald Hostetter Jr.; 

Christy Reed; Harvey Stine
March 2 Edition

 Dorothy Fusselman; Thomas Mc-
Neil; Dale Weaver

March 9 Edition
 Judith Craig; E. Romaine Gardner; 

Barbara Heisey; Ethel Rohrbaugh; 
Jack Zimmerman

March 16 Edition
 William Brown; June Coble; Eugene 

Duke Jr.; Dennis Gutshall; John Han-
lon; Denise Heil; James Stapleton; 
Judith Stokes

March 23 Edition
 Kay Stouffer; Robert Travitz; Patricia 

Wealand
March 30 Edition

 Ralph Cordova; Charles Hardy; Paul 
Lytle Jr.; Martin Metzler; Monique 

Salensky; Kathryn Sheetz
April 6 Edition

 Darryl Motter; Agnes Risser; John 
Rowan II

April 13 Edition
 Captain Arthur Halfpapp; William 

Harman Sr.; Alexandra Laird
April 20 Edition

 Larry Leach; Joseph Moore; Allan 
Snyder

April 27 Edition
 Margaret Crow; Ralph O’Donnell; 

Dana Elzi; Patricia Klahr; Mylin Mes-
sick; June Stoudt

May 4 Edition
 Kristopher Conforti; Evelyn Smith; 

Barbara Snyder
May 18 Edition

 Robert Campbell; Donald Stauffer
May 25 Edition

 Janet Gomboc; James Watts Sr.
June 1 Edition

 Sandra Barnes; Mary Viola
June 8 Edition

 Jayne Grim; Marlin Kaylor 
June 15 Edition

 Stanton Garber Sr.; Hazel Houck; 
Roselee Jones; Shirley Rife; Paul Sala-
zar; Gerald Waite; Robert Young Sr.

June 22 Edition
 Nancy Clark; Mark Kauffman Sr.; 

William Renshaw; Shirley Still
June 29 Edition

 Carol Woomer; Robert Ortity
July 6 Edition

 Betty Hoffstot; Peter Slusser
July 13 Edition

 Mariann Bardell; Emily Dupes; Alice 
Hilbolt; Sara Hitchens; Earl Rutter Sr.; 
Nora Schmidt; Edward Shiley

July 20 Edition
 Jay Stuaffer; Wayne Walters Jr.

July 27 Edition
 Sandra Chortanoff; Edward Craig; 

Glenn Deighton Jr.; Beatrice Myers; 
Cynthia Neil; John Novak; Ruth 
Wagner

August 3 Edition
 Milton Morris; Robert Stoudt

August 10 Edition
 Grace Demy; Audra Goodwin; 

Kenneth Imler Jr.; Marion Scott; 
Christopher Stoe

August 17 Edition
 Joan Bordner; Deborah Palermo; 

Elwood Seiders; Willis Shrauder Sr.
August 24 Edition

 Maryanne Irvin; Adell Krodel
August 31 Edition

 Terry Lines; William Swinehart
September 7 Edition

 Ella Bretz; Mildred Van Fossen; 
Francis McGrath; Betty Mountz; 
Dorothea Novak; Earl Wanner Sr.

September 14 Edition
 Francis DuBeau; Paul Gutshall III; 

Martha Sohn
September 21 Edition

 Barry Baumgardner Sr.; Lois Kiegel
September 28 Edition

 Ruth Bartholomew; Tracey Via
October 5 Edition

 Gloria Chiarella; Donald Engle
October 12 Edition

 Margaret Mencer
October 19 Edition

 Ethel Chorpenning; Steven McGov-
ern; Dawn Pickel; Leona Sharp

October 26 Edition
 Anne Camp; Joseph Capka

November 2 Edition
 Carol Abbot; Justin Horvat; Daniel 

Porr; Kenneth Stump
November 9 Edition

 Earl Bitner; Robert Young
November 23 Edition

 Robert Altier; Melba Cooper; Rich-
ard White; Goldie Wright

November 30 Edition
 Helen George; David Hoffman; 

Karen May
December 7 Edition

 Jason Dunn; Wallace Hipple Sr.; 
Kathryn Shope

December 21 Edition
 Harry Moser; Beverly Swartz; Louise 

Travitz; Paul Wise
December 28 Edition

 William Novak; Barbara Wise

Obituaries
Remembering those who passed Mildred E. (Dupes) Hoffman, 98, 

of Middletown, entered into eternal 
rest on Thursday, December 29, 
2016, at Frey Village Nursing Home, 
Middletown.
 She was born on October 12, 1918, 

in Royalton and was the daughter of 
the late Warren C. and Virgie (Bryan) 
Dupes. 
 Mildred was a member of Middle-

town First Church of God. She was a 
volunteer at the First Church of God 
Home in Carlisle and enjoyed travel-
ing. Mildred and her husband went on 
over 30 cruises together prior to his 
passing in 2009.
 In addition to her parents, Mildred 

was preceded in death by her husband 
Frederick W. Hoffman, a daughter 
Carol Cook in October of 2016, a 
great-grandson Seth Wilson, and 
three brothers Carl, Chase and Clar-
ence Dupes. 
 She is survived by her two sons Rob-

ert A. Hoffman and his wife Kendra 
of Palmyra, and Richard D. Hoffman 
of Middletown; a son-in-law Dale S. 
Cook of Etters; five grandchildren 
Patrick S. Cook, Eric K. Hoffman and 
his wife Heather, Jeffrey T. Hoffman 
and his wife Kelly, Justin R. Hoff-
man and his wife Shelli, and Ashley 
B. Hoffman; six great-grandchildren 
Dylan Wilson, Shelby Wilson, Julia 
Hoffman, Natalie Hoffman, Madelyn 
Hoffman, and Jeffrey Hoffman Jr.; 
two great-great-grandchildren Kayden 
Wilson and Myckenna Wilson; and 
several nieces and nephews.
 A tribute to Mildred’s life will be 

held on Thursday, January 5, 2016, at 
11 a.m. at Middletown First Church of 
God, with the Rev. Kimberly Shifler 
officiating. Viewing will be from 9 

Mildred Hoffman

a.m. until the time of the service on 
Thursday at the church. 
 Burial will be in Middletown Cem-

etery.
 Memorial contributions may be 

made to the Middletown First Church 
of God, c/o Choir, 245 W. High St., 
Middletown, PA 17057.
 The family has entrusted the care of 

the Matinchek Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Services, Inc., Middletown, 
to handle the funeral arrangements. 
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekfuneralhome.com.
 

MIDDLETOWN RESIDENTS ONLY
Christmas trees can be disposed 
of at the Borough’s Woody Waste 
Recycling Facility. 

Middletown Borough
60 W. Emaus St., Middletown

Monday-Friday 
January 3-January 13, 2017 
between the hours of 7am-3pm
ALL OTHER DAYS AND TIMES WILL REQUIRE AN ACCESS CARD.

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

Press And 
JournAl

Dear Editor ...

If you wish to respond to any of the 
letters or articles that you’ve read in 
the Press And Journal, please e-mail 
the editor at:
letters@pressandjournal.com

Joined by family and friends, Tom 
Mehaffie, the new representative for 
the 106th Legislative District, was 
formally sworn into office Tuesday 
at the state Capitol. 
“To have been given the opportunity 

to work for the residents of the 106th 
District in this new capacity is truly 
an honor,” Mehaffie said in a press 
release. “I will work hard to resolve 
the issues they care about and ensure 
their voices are heard in Harrisburg.”
Prior to his election, Mehaffie served 

as president of the Lower Swatara 
Township Board of Commissioners. 
Elected to the board in 2010, he also 
chaired the Public Works, Sewer 
Authority and Emergency Services 
committees for the township. He has 
also run a small business in the 106th 
District for more than 20 years.
Mehaffie said that his top priority as a 

new state representative is to continue 
the high-quality constituent services 
residents and businesses in the 106th 
District have come to expect.
“To be a successful business owner, 

it’s crucial to be accessible and re-
sponsive to your customers’ needs,” he 
said. “My commitment is to bring that 

same approach to my responsibilities 
as state representative — to be a strong, 
responsive and effective lawmaker 
and to provide my constituents the 
highest level of service and the best 
policy choices.”
His first-term goals also include 

reducing the size and scope of state 
government, ensuring quality educa-
tion systems, protecting jobs and pro-
moting economic growth in the region.
“Our citizens want and deserve a 

state government that functions on a 
transparent level and that delivers a 
state budget that reflects their needs,” 
Mehaffie said. “I also think it is time 
for more cooperation during the law-
making process, so that we can more 
efficiently overcome obstacles that 
hinder our growth as a community 
and as a state.”
Mehaffie replaces longtime legislator 

John Payne.
To follow legislative activities both in 

Harrisburg and in the 106th District or 
to provide feedback, visit Mehaffie’s 
website, RepMehaffie.com. In addi-
tion, residents can connect with him 
on Facebook at Facebook.com/Rep-
Mehaffie.

Submitted photo

Rep. Tom Mehaffie takes the oath 
of office, beginning his first term 
as state representative of the 
106th District on Tuesday, Jan. 
3, during a ceremony held at the 
state Capitol in Harrisburg. 

Mehaffie takes oath of office for representative

Lower Dauphin High 
School juniors Em-

ily Schofield, left, and 
Abby Mauger earned 
second place for their 

combined performance 
on the academic ex-

amination of the 32nd 
annual Science Lec-

tureship at Millersville 
University on Nov. 17.  

Second place 
earned 

in Science 
Lectureship

Submitted photo
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Advertise your goods and 
services in the Classifieds 
and reach hundreds of 
potential buyers.

Call today to place your
ad and make a sale quickly.

Press And JournAl
20 S. Union St., Middletown
944-4628
E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com



You go everywhere we go:  
 online and print!

easy to do: online pressandjournal.com | email info@pressandjournal.com | call 717-944-4628 | visit 20 S. Union St.

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices: 
Call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

COMMUNITY
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FOR RENT

Auctions

Construction
Home Improvement

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

Press And JournAl

Free
MAIL SUBSCRIBERS 
ADVERTISE
The Free Ad Exchange is a 
benefit to all mail subscribers 
of the Press And Journal.
Each subscriber is allowed 
one free ad of 25words or less per month. 
No businesses (including babysitting), homes or 
trailers for sale or rent, no real estate, or garage or 
yard sales, or unsigned ads will be accepted.

 Send to:
  Press And Journal
  20 S. Union Street
  Middletown, PA 17057

     ❑ For Sale                  ❑ Wanted

Phone Number ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

__________________

Name _______________________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________

_____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________

Be sure to include phone number

FOR RENT - If you have something 
to rent, give us a call. We’ll put your 
ad in the Press & Journal. Thursday 
and Friday are the best days to call. 
Deadline for classifieds is Monday at 
9 a.m. All Classified line ads must be 
paid in advance. Call 717-944-4628. 
(1/1TF)

FOR RENT Middletown – 2 bedroom 
apt, 1st floor. $600 a month plus utili-
ties and security. No pets/animals. Call 
717-574-4727. (11/16TF)

APARTMENTS/STORAGE Space 
For Rent in downtown Middletown. 
One, two, and three bedroom apart-
ments. Standard and climate con-
trolled storage space. For details, 
rates and showings, call 717-690-
1551 or 717-497-7064. (10/19TF)

2,000 SQUARE FEET of Com-
mercial Space For Rent in downtown 
Middletown. For details call 717-690-
1551 or 717-497-7064. (10/19TF)

MISCELLANEOUS

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 
– Get FAA certification to fix planes. 
Approved for military benefits. Finan-
cial Aid if qualified. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Estate Notice
Notice is hereby given that Letters 

of Administration have been granted 
in the following estate. All persons 
indebted to the said estate are required 
to make payments and those having 
claims or demands are to present the 
same without delay to the Administrator 
named below.

ESTATE OF NANCY K. CLARK, late 
of Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
(died October 5, 2016). Shirley E. Clark, 
Administrator and Michael Cherewka, 
Attorney: 624 North Front Street, 
Wormleysburg, PA 17043

#290 1221-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ESTATE NOTICE
Letters Testamentary on the Estate 

of Robert L. Sheets, Deceased, late 
of Londonderry Township, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to:

 Michael Rehm and Stephanie L. 
Rehm, Co-Executors

485 South Geyers Church Road
Middletown, PA 17057 
OR TO:
John S. Davidson, Esquire
Yost & Davidson
320 West Chocolate Avenue
P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA 17033
  
#294 1221-3T

www.publicnoticepa.com

MEETING NOTICE
The Board meetings of the Susque-

hanna Area Regional Airport Author-
ity for calendar year 2017 will meet 
at 8:00 a.m. in the David C. McIntosh 
Boardroom, One Terminal Drive, Suite 
300, Harrisburg International Airport, 
Middletown, Pennsylvania, on the 
following dates:

January 25,  February 22,  
March 29, April 26, May 31, June 28, 
July 26, August 30, September 27,  
October 25, December 6

The meeting agenda will include such 
business as may, from time to time 
properly come before the membership.

The Executive Committee and Airport 
Operations Committee meetings of 
the Susquehanna Area Regional 
Airport Authority for calendar year 
2017 will meet in the David C. McIntosh 
Boardroom, One Terminal Drive, Suite 
300, Harrisburg International Airport, 
Middletown, Pennsylvania, at 8:00 a.m. 
for the Airport Operations Committee, 
and 9:30 a.m. for the Executive Com-
mittee, on the following dates:

January 20, February 17, April 21, 
May 26, June 23, July 21, August 
25, September 22, October 20, 
December 1

The Committee meeting for March 
24 will meet at 12:00 p.m. in the 
David C. McIntosh Boardroom, One 
Terminal Drive, Suite 300, Harrisburg 
International Airport, Middletown, 
Pennsylvania.  

The meeting agenda will include such 
business as may, from time to time 
properly come before the membership.

Susquehanna Area Regional Airport 
Authority

James H. Anderson, III, Secretary

#100 0104-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
DAUPHIN COUNTY EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE

PUBLIC INFORMATION AVAILABILITY AND
INFORMATION REQUEST POLICY

In response to Sections 324 and 301 of the Emergency Planning and Community 
Right-to-Know Act, the Dauphin County Local Emergency Planning Committee 
has set forth the following guidelines in regard to requests for information (plans, 
data sheets, forms and follow-up notices) by the public. Should any member of 
the community make a request, the following procedures will be taken:

1.  All requests for information shall meet the following conditions:
   a) The request is issued in writing to:
       Chairperson, Dauphin County LEPC
  c/o Dauphin County EMA
  911 Gibson Blvd.
  Steelton, PA. 17113-1899
  Phone (717) 558-6800
  FAX (717)-558-6850;
   b)  The request specifically describes the document and/or information 

being requested.
    c)  The request states how the information is to be provided to the 

requestor; and
    d)  The request includes the requestor’s name and a daytime telephone 

number.
2.  Requests will be reviewed against Section 324 of the Emergency Planning 

and Community Right-to-Know Act and the Dauphin County Right-to-Know 
Law Policy/Procedure.

3.   Upon approval of a request, the LEPC will make the requested information 
available to the requestor within 30 business days of its approval to honor 
the request.  

4.    Upon the request by an owner or operator of a facility subject to the require-
ments of SARA section 312, the LEPC shall withhold from disclosure, the 
location of any specific chemical isted on a tier II inventory report.

5.    Costs associated with copying and mailing the requested information will 
be paid in advance by the requestor.

6.    Should the request be made for information not in the possession of the 
LEPC, the request will  be forwarded to a representative of the facility that 
is the subject of the request.  The LEPC  will  notify the requestor that their 
request has been forwarded.

By Order of the Board

#101DC 0104-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Dauphin County Retirement Board has scheduled the following meetings 

for the year 2017. All meeting dates and times are indicated below, and will be 
held in the 4th Floor Commissioners’ Hearing Room at the Dauphin County 
Administration Building, 2 South Second Street, Harrisburg, PA.

DAUPHIN COUNTY RETIREMENT BOARD
2017 MEETING SCHEDULE

* Wednesday, January 25, 2017
** Wednesday, February 22, 2017

* Wednesday, March 22, 2017
* Wednesday, April 19, 2017
**Wednesday, May 10, 2017
*Wednesday, June 7, 2017
* Wednesday, July 12, 2017

** Wednesday, August 23, 2017
* Wednesday, September 27, 2017

* Wednesday, October 25, 2017
** Wednesday, December 6, 2017

(This meeting is a combined meeting for November & December)
*  The Retirement Board meetings will immediately follow the Commissioners’ 

Meetings. 
**The Quarterly Retirement Board general business will begin immediately 

following the Commissioners’ meetings, to be recessed and reconvened at 1:00 
p.m. for presentations and reports of the investment managers, consultants, 
actuaries, etc.   

By Order of the Board
Chad Saylor
Chief Clerk

#104DC 0104-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ESTATE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Letters 

Testamentary on the Estate of Randy 
R. Swisher a/k/a Randy Ray Swisher, 
Deceased, late of Conewago Town-
ship, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
have been granted to the undersigned 
Executrix. All persons therefore 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payment, and 
those having just claims will please 
present the same, duly authenticated, 
for settlement, without delay. Elizabeth 
W. Swisher, 5225 Ridge Road, Eliza-
bethtown, PA 17022 Executrix; Gerald 
J. Brinser  – Attorney.

#105 0104-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

NOTICE OF 
SPECIAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Board 
of Commissioners and the Municipal 
Authority of Lower Swatara Township, 
Dauphin County, PA will hold a special 
joint meeting on Wednesday, January 
18, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. Purpose of the 
special meeting is to discuss storm 
water management issues, as well as 
any other pertinent business that may 
arise. The regularly scheduled legisla-
tive meeting of the board will follow at 
7:00 p.m. Both meetings will be held 
at the Township Building, 1499 Spring 
Garden Drive, Middletown, PA 17057.

By: Frank E. Williamson
      Assistant Manager

#106 0104-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ESTATE NOTICE
Letters Testamentary on the Estate 

of Hannah R. Nixon, Deceased, late 
of Swatara Township, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, having been granted to 
the undersigned, all persons indebted 
to said estate are requested to make 
immediate payments, and those 
having claims will present them for 
settlement to:

Molly J. Nixon, Executrix
871 MacArthur Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111 
OR TO:
John S. Davidson, Esquire
Yost & Davidson 
320 West Chocolate Avenue
P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA 17033

#287 1221-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ESTATE NOTICE
Letters Testamentary on the Estate 

of Luella Mae Jones, Deceased, late 
of Conewago Township, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to:                               

Matthew Jones, Executor
3504 Colebrook Road
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
OR TO: 
John S. Davidson, Esquire
Yost & Davidson 
320 West Chocolate Avenue
P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA 17033

#288 1221-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Dauphin County Prison Board of Inspectors has scheduled the fol-

lowing meetings for the year 2017. All meetings will begin at 1:30 p.m. and will 
be held in the Central Court Hearing Room at the Dauphin County Prison, 501 
Mall Road, Harrisburg, PA  17111.

Wednesday, January 18, 2017
Wednesday, February 8, 2017

Wednesday, March 8, 2017
Wednesday, April 12, 2017
Wednesday, May 17, 2017
Wednesday, June 14, 2017
Wednesday, July 19, 2017

Wednesday, August 30, 2017
Wednesday, September 20, 2017

Wednesday, October 18, 2017
Wednesday, November 15, 2017
Wednesday, December 13, 2017

By Order of the Board
Chad Saylor
Chief Clerk
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PUBLIC NOTICE
DAUPHIN COUNTY EMERGENCY 

PLANNING COMMITTEE
2017 PUBLIC MEETINGS NOTICE
The Dauphin County Local Emer-

gency Planning Committee (LEPC) will 
meet at 10:00 a.m. on the dates listed 
below at the Dauphin County Depart-
ment of Public Safety, located at 911 
Gibson Blvd, Steelton, Pennsylvania 
for the purpose of conducting business 
and reviewing plans in accordance with 
Superfund Amendments and Reautho-
rization Act of 1986 and Pennsylvania 
Act 165 of 1990 as amended.

Thursday, February 2, 2017
Thursday, April 6 2017
Thursday, June 1, 2017

Thursday, August 3, 2017
Thursday, October 5, 2017

Thursday, December 7, 2017
By Order of the Board
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Find what 
you’re 

looking for 
in the 

Classifieds

WELL-BUILT 1.5 STORY 
BRICK HOME ON CORNER LOT

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28 AT 11:00 AM
818 BRIARCLIFF ROAD, MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057

MIDDLETOWN BORO, DAUPHIN COUNTY, PA
REAL ESTATE:  Consists of a well-built brick home in a desirable neighbor-

hood.  The main floor has an eat-in kitchen, living room, 2 bedrooms, and 
1 full bath.  The second floor has 2 bedrooms w/carpeting.  There is a full 
concrete basement w/laundry area, and is partially finished.  A few of the 
amenities include:  replacement windows, gas furnace w/heat pump, central 
air, public water and public sewer, as well as 200 amp electrical service.  The 
exterior is brick and has a composition shingle roof, a 2 car attached carport, 
concrete driveway, and a lawn shed.  This home is situated on a corner lot 
being .22 acre.  Total square footage above grade is 1,416 sq. ft., and total 
yearly taxes of $1,096.87.

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE:  This is a lovely property that has been well 
maintained.  Come check it out and be prepared to buy.  The owners have 
moved to an adult community and want the house sold.

INSPECTION:  Open house on Saturday, Jan. 14 from 12-3 pm, or by calling 
auctioneer for appointment.

TERMS:  10% down day of auction, balance due in 45 days at final settle-
ment.

DIRECTIONS: From Vine Street in Middletown, go onto East Roosevelt 
Avenue to stop sign.  Turn left onto Briarcliff Road to home on the left.

CONDITIONS BY:  Ronnie and Roberta Hennessey
FOR PHOTOS VISIT: www.shirksauctions.com or www.auctionzip.com

PUBLIC AUCTION

 AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:
ROY D. SHIRK 

PHONE 717-269-0654
LICENSE #AU-003248-L #AH-001946-L  

PROOF
642 S. 2nd St, Steelton, PA 17113
South on Main St., Left on Highland St., Right on S. 2nd St

Sat. January 21, 2017 - 12:00 PM
Two Story Steelton Townhouse

 Living room, dining room & kitchen on first floor, 3 bedrooms, bath and walk-in closet 
on the second floor, full walk out basement.  
  Replacement windows, rubber roof, oil hot water heat.  

 OPEN HOUSE, Sunday Jan 7th - 1 to 3 P.M. 
$5,000 deposit in cash or guaranteed funds, 5% buyer's premium.

Photos and complete terms and conditions on our web site. 
Estate of William Starsinic. 

*ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION*

   ENSMINGER AUCTIONEERS  
    SINCE 1836 - LIC.#AU002520L      717-652-4111  

www.ENSMINGERS.net/642

PUBLIC NOTICE-ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULE
The following meeting schedule will be adhered to by the Middletown Borough 

Industrial and Commercial Development Authority for calendar year 2017. Please 
note all meetings will be held at 6:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, Second Floor, 
Borough Hall, 60 W. Emaus Street, Middletown, PA.

 Tuesday, January 17, 2017 Tuesday, July 18, 2017
 Tuesday, February 21, 2017 Tuesday, August 15, 2017
 Tuesday, March 21, 2017 Tuesday, September 19, 2017
 Tuesday, April 18, 2017 Tuesday, October 17, 2017
 Tuesday, May 17, 2017 Tuesday, November 21, 2017
 Tuesday, June 20, 2017 Tuesday, December 19, 2017
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Auctions

Middletown police are 
investigating the death of 
a 2-month-old baby on 
Lawrence Street on Friday 
at about 7:30 p.m.
Detective Gary Rux said 

officers responded to an 
unresponsive baby boy who 
went to sleep on the couch 
with a family member at a 
home there. The cause of 
death is not known.
“That will probably be 

uncovered by the autopsy, 

which will be done by the 
Dauphin County Coroner’s 
Office on Tuesday,” he said 
Saturday. Those results are 
not yet available.
Rux said that police do not 

know if it's a criminal case 
yet. The department is be-
ing assisted by the Dauphin 
County Criminal Investiga-
tion Division.
Friday was Rux's first 

official day as a detective, 
although he had been work-
ing in the department in an 
unofficial capacity.

Death of baby being 
investigated in borough

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

A man who was arrested 
in July 2016 for molesting 
girls at the Middletown 
Swimming Pool is again 
in trouble with borough 
police.
Police arrested Clayton 

Thomas Johnson, 41, of the 
200 block of South Union 
Street, on Dec. 28; this time 

for allegedly mas-
turbating outside 
a laundromat near 
Wood Street and 
Witherspoon Av-
enue just before 8 
p.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 27.
Johnson was ar-

raigned before 
Distr ict  Judge 
David Judy and 
charged with open lewd-
ness, disorderly conduct, 
and failing to register as a 
registered sex offender. He 
remains in Dauphin County 
Prison on $10,000 bail, and 
a hearing before Judy is set 
for Jan. 26.
Johnson has also been 

cha rged  wi th 
indecent expo-
sure and open 
lewdness by the 
Dauphin County 
District Attor-
ney's Office for 
an incident that 
a l legedly  oc-
curred on Dec. 
28. Johnson was 
arraigned on the 

county charges by District 
Judge Kenneth Lenker, 
who set bail at $50,000. 
A preliminary hearing on 
these charges is set for Jan. 
5 before District Judge 
Michael Smith.
Johnson on Dec. 22 had 

been sentenced to 11 

months of probation by 
Dauphin County Judge 
John Cherry after pleading 
guilty to indecent exposure 
stemming from the July 
2016 incident at the bor-
ough pool. 
Johnson had just gotten 

out of the county prison 
on Dec. 23, according to 
the criminal complaint that 
borough police filed regard-
ing the Dec. 27 charges.
Johnson in 2005 was con-

victed of third-degree rape 
in New York State, ac-
cording to an investigation 
completed by Pennsylvania 
State Police when Johnson 
was charged with the inci-
dent in the borough in 2016. 

Johnson

Man charged with lewdness at Middletown 
pool this summer gets arrested once again

DID YOU KNOW?
Community newspapers 
have a strong bond in 

connecting local 
readers with advertisers.



“I thought it would be interesting 
to try it out,” he said. “I tried it and 
liked it.” 
He landed in Middletown, where he 

had lived growing up. He then left 
police work in 1983 for a job at Three 
Mile Island. He spent about four years 
there, including two in security and 
two in a plant job. 
“I got the police bug again,” Brandt 

remembers. 
After returning to Middletown in a 

part-time role, full-time police work 
literally came calling. Brandt said both 
Derry Township and Lower Swatara 
Township offered him a job on the 
same day, and he accepted the first, the 
Lower Swatara position, immediately. 
He hit the beat as a patrolman, before 
serving as a detective, sergeant and 
chief for the township’s force.
“Chief Brandt was one of the most 

intelligent, methodical and well-
rounded police officers I ever had the 
pleasure of working for and with,” 
said Robert Appleby, a detective with 
Lower Swatara Police. “He effort-
lessly mastered every role a police 
officer can have.” 
Richards said he started with the 

township, learning from a crew of 
seasoned officers including Brandt, 
who had joined Lower Swatara from 
Middletown. 
“I was fortunate enough to work side-

by-side with then Patrolman Brandt, 
who taught best not by word, but by 
example,” Richards said. “He was 
one that always conducted himself in 
a professional manner with the public, 
never letting his emotions dictate the 
proper course of action. As a cop, he 
had a good sense of humor and found 
the lighter side of life in almost all situ-
ations, helping those that served with 
him put things into proper context.”
“I learned a great deal from him over 

the years — too much to list!” Appleby 
said. “Everything I learned from him is 
part of who I am today as a detective. 
The support and trust he gave me over 
the years as an investigator helped me 
to learn the ropes and become better 
at what I do.”
Police Sgt. Scott Young also recalls 

training under Brandt, and then he 
and Brandt were named sergeant at 
the same time under Wiley. 
“He has been a great friend and one 

of the best chiefs I have ever worked 
for,” Young said. “He certainly is a 
big part of how I do police work. My 
prayer for him is that he enjoys retire-
ment, and God continues to bless him 
and his family.”
 

‘Excellent’ profession
Despite some mistrust that has devel-

oped among a segment of the public 
and law enforcement in the past few 
years, Brandt said he still recommends 
it as a career choice. 
“It’s always going to be a dangerous 

choice for a profession, but it’s an ex-
cellent one,” he said. “It has relatively 
good pay, benefits and a pension that 
private industry doesn’t have.”
Police still receive enough quality 

candidates for their openings in this 
area, even as the total number of 
candidates has fallen. Today, nearly 
all municipal police hiring is handled 
through a countywide consortium. 
The consortium’s list of candidates 
regularly contained about 300 to 400 
candidates who had made it through 
the process, but now it’s just 200, 
Brandt said. 
Within the pool of candidates for 

police officers, the representation of 
African-Americans, women and other 
ethnicities remains low, despite some 
targeted recruitment efforts, Brandt 
said. 

Riot provided tense nights
The most terrifying experience in his 

career in law enforcement came 27 

years ago this month, when he was 
sent to help at the Camp Hill prison 
riot, which began when some inmates 
overpowered and took guards hostage. 
By the time the riot was over, about 
130 prison employees and 70 inmates 
would be injured, and the riot caused 
about $17 million in damages, much 
of which was due to the fires set by 
inmates.
“Back when Camp Hill happened, I 

was there both nights,” Brandt said. 
He was inside the prison the first 

night and assigned a perimeter detail 
the second.
“Most incidents (in police work) 

happen quickly, and you don’t have 
time to be afraid,” Brandt said. The 
prison riot was different, because it 
was an ongoing situation filled with 
tension, strain and uncertainty. “We 
knew we were going into a bad situ-
ation,” Brandt said. 
Ultimately, local police officers like 

Brandt supported the State Police and 
correctional officers who were in com-
mand of the scene. Assault teams of 
more than 100 total state troopers and 
corrections officers wrested control  
from the inmates without any deaths.
Aside from the experience with the 

prison riot, Brandt said the scariest 
situation in Lower Swatara Township 
came when he was in a police car, 
blocking a lane of Route 283. “Cars 
are coming at you at 60 or 70 mph,” 
he said. “If they hit you, you are go-
ing to die.”

Bar fights once regular
During his early days as an officer in 

Middletown, Brandt said the bars in 
town — more than the borough cur-
rently has — provided regular calls 
for bar fights. 
“It was a constant in Middletown,” 

he said, especially in the years when a 
lot of construction workers and others 
from out-of-town were here to work on 
Three Mile Island. “We would circle 
the bars and wait for trouble.”
“It never bothered me, actually it was 

sort of amusing,” Brandt said. “When 
people are drunk and try and fight, they 
are not good fighters.” 
Bar fights proved less of a problem 

in Lower Swatara, Brandt said. For a 
few years of its heyday, “Shane’s was 
our problem child,” Brandt said. The 
former Shane’s Flight Deck, across 
Route 230 from McDonald’s, got 
progressively worse over time, leading 
up to a drug-related shooting. 
Brandt said no one was killed, but 

they did make an arrest in the shoot-
ing. Shane’s has now been closed for 
more than 10 years. 

Lower Swatara crime
Brandt said that as he retired, crime 

in the township was not terrible. 
“We don’t have the crime patterns of 

the past,” he said. The biggest crime 
problems that continue to be a problem 
are thefts and fraud, neither of which 
are anything new, although fraud is 
almost all electronic, he said. 
He remembers one tough case in 

which he was able to arrest a con man, 
Troy Lojak. 
A woman had reported Lojak 

scammed her for a few thousand dol-

lars to buy a used mobile home. 
“I found he had done it to multiple 

people,” Brandt said. “It took me al-
most a year to put the case together.” 
In court, prosecutors showed Brandt’s 
evidence of how Lojak ripped off 12 
people for more than $100,000 total. 
The Lojak case was maddening in its 
scope because Brandt had to chase 
down information for so many differ-
ent scams involving Lojak.
“At one time, most burglary cases 

were drug addicts,” Brandt said. 
Heroin has gone through cycles of be-
ing a major problem, like it is now, the 
difference is that currently, sustaining a 
heroin addiction today costs a fraction 
of what it cost an addict in the 1980s. 
“We have also seen more child sex 

cases,” he said, adding that today these 
crimes are simply more likely to be 
reported than ever before.

A book of police experiences
Not every police call is an emergency, 

and a few turn out a bit bizarre. 
“We always joke at the station we 

should write them down,” Brandt said. 

“People wouldn’t believe it.”
“One lady we used to get calls from 

all the time, well, she thought the State 
Police helicopter was spying on her,” 
he said. Another man wrote letters 
telling Brandt “the FBI is trying to 
poison him.”
“That’s what keeps the job interest-

ing; you never know what you might 
get,” he said.  
On the increase in the past 10 to 20 

years are calls from residents because 
children are not behaving. It may be 

siblings fighting, or kids fighting with 
parents, he said. 
“We can’t solve the problem for 

them,” Brandt said. 
Brandt said another common call that 

may fall into a repeated pattern doesn’t 
lead to easy solutions. 
“We can’t do much for neighbor dis-

putes,” he said. “It can be frustrating.” 
But that’s simply part of what he 

signed up for in law enforcement. 
“It’s all just part of the job,” Brandt 

said. 
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BLUE AND GOLD CLUB
fundraiser dinner dance

Supporting student programs in 
the Middletown Area School District

BLUE AND GOLD IS A 501(C)(3) COMPANY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21  from 6-10 PM
AMERICAN LEGION POST 594, 137 EAST HIGH STREET, MIDDLETOWN

advance ticket sales only

TICKET PURCHASE & INFO: Larry Etter (717) 944-3123 or 
MASD Athletic Director (717) 948-3333

TICKETS:
$30 + CASH BAR

The

50/50 RAFFLES BASKET RAFFLE

COMING SOON!

The Beginnings and Growth of Some 
of Our Area’s Leading Businesses

Honor Roll 
of Businesses

CALL NOW 
TO BE 

INCLUDED
944-4628

ASK FOR MAXINE
or e-mail:

maxineetter@pressandjournal.com

Press and Journal
20 S. Union Street

Middletown

Press and Journal

Sample Page
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The Press And Journal
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The Middletown Home

“5 Star Rated Facility” 

Phone 944-3351, Middletown

Established 1874

124 Years
Gingrich Memorials

Phone 944-3441, Middletown

Established 1886 - Calvin Miller Marble & Granite

Established 1900 - Luckenbill Monuments

Established 1952 - Gingrich Memorials

71 Years
Gregory A. Anoia, OD

Phone 944-3201, Middletown

Established 1939

64 Years
Worley & Obetz

Full Service Biofuel & Propane

Phone (800) 697-6891, Manheim

Established 1946

64 Years
Coble-Reber

Funeral Home, LTD.

Phone 944-7413, Middletown

Established 1946

60 Years
Peiffer Plumbing 

& Heating, Inc.

Phone 944-4709, Middletown

Established 1950
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Henderson Tarp, Inc.

Phone 944-5865, Middletown

Established 195555 Years
Gipe Floor & Wall

Phone 545-6103, Harrisburg

Established 1955
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ABC East Lanes

Phone 939-9536, Harrisburg

Established 1957

54 Years
Dale A. Sinniger & Son 

Electric

Phone 944-3419, Middletown

Established 1956

53 Years
Elwood’s Service Station

Phone 944-9255, Middletown

Established 1957

50 Years
Corby’s Beverage

Phone 944-5861, Middletown

Established 1960

49 Years
Matinchek & Daughter

Funeral Home

Phone 944-7015, Middletown

Established 1961

44 Years
Penn State Harrisburg

Phone 948-6250, Middletown
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Alfred’s Victorian Restaurant

Phone 944-5373, Middletown

Established 1970
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Mylin Messick Real Estate

Phone 985-1021, Middletown

Established 1968

42 Years
Sunset Golf Club

Phone 944-5415, Londonderry Twp.

Established 1968

39 Years
Beaver Homes

Phone 565-1444, Middletown

Established 1971

38 Years
Spagnolo’s TV

Phone 939-5084, Middletown
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Noll Financial Services

Phone 939-0968, Lower Swatara Twp.
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H.W. Wilson Roofing Co. Inc.

Phone 566-5100, Middletown
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Dr. S.E. Selcher, D.M.D.

Family Dentistry

Phone 944-0426, Middletown

Established 1977

32 Years
Grove Motors

CarQuest

Phone 944-1397, Middletown
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31 Years
Renee Burkett Beauty Salon

Phone 944-1667, Middletown
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Smith Chiropractic Center

Phone 944-0004, Middletown

Established 1978
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Vastine’s Auto Service, Inc.

Phone 944-7154, Middletown

Established 1980

60 Years
K.M. Knight Funeral Home

Phone 939-5602, Highspire

Established 1950

35 Years
The Flower Pot Boutique

Phone 939-1524, Middletown
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M&T Bank

Phone 944-1301, Middletown
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Michele Hughes Lutz

Creations With You In Mind

Phone 944-5425, Royalton
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By Eric Wise
For the Press And Journal

Middletown Acting Police Chief Don 
Foreman and Detective Richard Brandt 
were nearing the end of their work week 
Friday, June 11, 1982, when a postal car-
rier walked into the police department.
“I think I just found a dead person,” 

the carrier said, remembers Richard 
Brandt, recently retired after 28 years 
with Lower Swatara Township Police 
Department, where he landed after two 
stints in Middletown. 
It was the most memorable case of 

Brandt’s career. Because Brandt was a 
Middletown native, he knew the location, 
the stone house beside Alfred’s Victorian 
restaurant, where Brandt had visited his 
family doctor on the first floor for the first 
decades of his life. 
Brandt said he found a body on the bed 

in a second-floor apartment of the stone 
building at 28 N. Union St. and began 
his investigation. The person was clearly 
dead. Brandt said that he realized the 
body must have been there for some time 
because decomposition made it difficult 
to tell if it was a male or female at first. 
The insects and maggots on the corpse 
were so active that it made it appear the 
body was moving.
Despite the odor in the apartments, 

employees of the businesses on the first 
floor had not noticed anything, according 
to a Press And Journal report days after 
the discovery.
Brandt dealt with the odor and began 

investigating, concentrating on the body. 
“I was in there for 15 minutes, walking 

around and making notes, when I realized 
there was a second body on the floor.”
“It took us several days to identify them,” 

Brandt said, recalling that a tattoo helped 
identify one victim. They had discovered 
the bodies of Crystal Henderson Ruth 
and Randy Sinisi, both 24. Despite his 
earlier thoughts about leaving the office in 
midafternoon and beginning his weekend, 
Brandt ended up working until 11 p.m. 
“When I got home, my wife asked me to 

strip down outside because of the odor,” 
he said. “I immediately got out of that 
clothing and got a shower.”
“I was still a young detective,” Brandt 

said of his investigation. “I learned a lot 

from that case.”
Brandt took a lead role in the investiga-

tion with help from Foreman, state troop-
ers and the State Police crime lab. On July 
28, Middletown police had arrested Robert 
Ruth on first-degree murder charges. 
“He looked like somebody’s grandpa,” 

Brandt said. “He didn’t look like a killer.” 
“We found out the girl was married to a 

man in his 60s. She had married a guy she 
met in a massage parlor,” Brandt said. It 
appears Crystal Ruth had thought Robert 
Ruth to be a wealthy man, and she counted 
on him to support her drug habits. 
Initially, Sinisi had been introduced as a 

gay man, not her boyfriend, Brandt said. 
During the trial, Robert Ruth admitted 
taking the pair to buy drugs and waiting 
in the car, according to the Press And 
Journal archives. 
Ultimately, it appears Robert Ruth had 

learned of the true nature of this relation-
ship, and found out about this apartment 

they used on North Union Street. 
“One of my witnesses was the guy who 

made a key at Reider’s Hardware to the 
apartment for Mr. Ruth,” Brandt said. 
Ruth then provided money for the couple 

to score the drugs they craved, and entered 
the apartment hours later and killed them 
with a Smith & Wesson .38 Special, 
probably when they were passed out or 
sleeping, Brandt said. 
“Ruth placed the gun against Crystal’s 

forehead and fired, killing her instantly,” 
Brandt said. “We assume the shot startled 
Randy awake and he instinctively started 
moving away from the gunfire. Ruth only 
had to move the gun a few inches and 
fired again, hitting Randy in the side of 
the head and killing him instantly also.” 
Ruth withdrew $10,000 in cash on June 

8, 1982, and left on a cross-country trek 
that took him to Florida, California and 
Davenport, Iowa, where he was appre-
hended in possession of Crystal’s purse 
and Sinisi’s pager, according to Press And 
Journal coverage of the time.
Ruth was convicted Dec. 9, 1982, of 

voluntary manslaughter in the killings 
with a sentence of 10 to 20 years. “For 
a man his age, that seemed like a life 
sentence,” Brandt said. 
Online records of graves show a man 

named Robert J. Ruth, 1915-1999, is 
buried in Camp Hill. 

Remembering the Ruth murders, 35 years later
Middletown case was the most memorable of Brandt’s police career

Press And Journal File Photo

Dick Brandt, in sport coat, was a Middletown detective in 
1982 when Robert Ruth, far left, was charged with murder.

BRANDT
Continued From Page One

Submitted photo

Richard Brandt works at his desk in this photo from his career on the 
Lower Swatara police force.
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LONDONDERRY FIRE CO. - 2655 Foxianna Rd., Middletown • 944-2175

Held 2nd Sunday 
of each month

32 TOTAL GAMES
Packages start at

6 cards for 
$25

2 Large Guaranteed 
Jackpots

Doors & Kitchen 
open at noon 

Bingo starts at
 2 pm

$5.00 OFF 
with this ad!

Exp. 01/08/17



Town
Topics

News & happenings for Middletown 
and surrounding areas.
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No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 1/3/16 – 1/9/16

199
lb.

SAVE $1 EA

MUST BUY 4

USDA CHOICE WHOLE

NEW YORK STRIPS 499
lb.

SAVE $3

12 LB AVG

STRIP STEAK

$799
LB

FRESH
BROCCOLI CROWNS
OR GREEN BEANS

99¢
lb.

SAVE 80¢ LB

149
lb.

ALL NATURAL (NO ADDED SOLUTIONS)

BONELESS SKINLESS 
CHICKEN BREAST SAVE $1.50

MUST BUY 10 LBS

MUST BUY 10 LBS

349
lb.

SAVE $1 LB

FRESH SUPER LEAN
CHOPPED SIRLOIN

KARNS PREMIUM

SMOKED BACON
399

lb.
SAVE $1 LB

USDA CHOICE
BONELESS CHUCK

POT ROAST
399

lb.
SAVE $1 LB

KARNS LUMP
CRAB CAKE 399

ea.
SAVE $1 EA

6/16.9OZ

PEPSI
6 OZ 
LAYOGURT

3/$1
SAVE $1

FRESH PINT
BLUEBERRIES OR
1 LB FLORIDA 
STRAWBERRIES SAVE $1.49

2/$5

Bingo Mania set for  
Jan. 8 at fire company
Bingo Mania will be held on 

Sunday, Jan. 8 at Londonderry 
Fire Co., 2655 Foxianna Road, 
Middletown. Doors and kitch-
en open at noon, and bingo 
starts at 2 p.m. For information, 
call 944-2175.

•••••

Christmas tree disposal
slated for Middletown
Middletown residents only: 

Christmas trees can be disposed 
of at the borough’s Woody 
Waste Recycling facility on 
Monday through Friday, Jan. 3 
to Jan. 13, between 7 a.m. and 
3 p.m. All other days and times 
will require an access card.

•••••

Blue & Gold Club sets 
fundraiser dinner/dance
 The Blue & Gold Club 

Fundraiser Dinner and Dance, 
to support Middletown Area 
School District student pro-
grams, is scheduled for 6 to 
10 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 21 at 
the Middletown American 
Legion Post 594, 137 E. High 
St., Middletown.
For ticket purchases and infor-

mation, call Larry Etter at 717-
944-3123 or the MASD athletic 
director at 717-948-3333. 
Ticket sales will be done in 

advance only. 

•••••

Baseball and softball 
registration in township
 Lower Swatara Township 

Athletic Association will hold 
its 2017 registration for youth 
baseball (open to Lower Swata-
ra Township and Highspire 
residents only), teener baseball, 
girls slow pitch softball (open 
to Middletown Area School 
District and Highspire residents 
only), and girls fast pitch soft-
ball (open to Lower Swatara 
residents only), at the Lower 
Swatara Township Building, 
1499 Spring Garden Drive, 
Middletown, on Saturday, 
Jan. 14 from 9 a.m. to noon; 
and Saturday, Jan. 21 from 1 
to 4 p.m. 
 Online registration ends Feb. 

5. Contact: president@lstaa.
org or call 717-574-0536 with 
any questions.

•••••

Low-cost vaccine clinic 
scheduled for cats, dogs
 Steelton Community Cats is 

sponsoring a low-cost vaccine 
clinic for cats and dogs on Jan. 
7 and Feb. 11, both Saturdays, 
at Steelton Community Cats, 1 
N. Front St., Steelton. 
Registration is at 9:30 a.m. 

Clinic hours are 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. For more information, call 
717-877-4146.

Replacement sought
Highspire Borough Council is 

expected to discuss the first steps 
toward finding someone to replace 
Hoerner as mayor during council’s 
next meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 
10. Anyone who is interested is 
encouraged to send a letter with 
a resume to the borough, said 
John McHale, Highspire borough 
manager. 

as hard as everybody else.
Hoerner was the type of small-town 

mayor who seemed to be everywhere, 
all the time.
In fact, the borough itself doesn’t 

know all the things that Hoerner was 
doing on a routine basis.
“There is a lot of stuff he did that I 

think we don’t know about,” said John 
McHale, the Highspire Borough Man-
ager who is also the town police chief.
Now, the town’s going to find out 

the hard way. Hoerner died unexpect-
edly at age 62 overnight Dec. 23 into 
Christmas Eve.
A lifelong Highspire resident, Ho-

erner was first elected mayor in 2005 
after serving on borough council for 
six years. He was re-elected in 2009 
and in 2013, and would have come up 
for re-election again in 2017.
Hoerner took care of the big things 

that Highspire mayors before him had 
always done, such as putting together 
the annual veterans observances at 
Memorial Park.
Mayors under the borough code are 

responsible for the police department. 
“He wanted to know what was hap-

pening, and if there were any major 
(police) events he asked to be called” 
to them, McHale said.
Hoerner would show up, not in the 

sense of trying to take over, but just 
trying to make sure that the chief and 
the police had what they needed to 
do their job. 
Once during a major flooding event, 

Hoerner directed traffic for 24 hours 
straight at the corner of 2nd and Broad 
streets, McHale said.
He knew that all of the town’s regular 

fire police would be busy with flood-re-
lated emergencies all over Highspire, 
so he took it upon himself to get trained 
in directing traffic, McHale said.
That was one example of Hoerner 

seeing something that needed done, 
and doing it. 
Another time, a resident came to a 

borough council meeting asking if 
something could be done to help some 
elderly folks who could no longer 
shovel the sidewalk by themselves.
“His (Hoerner’s) answer was ‘I will 

have the men’s organization from 
the church next door take care of the 
snow,’” McHale said. “We all kind of 
knew that meant that he was going to 
take care of the snow.”
Hoerner loved to recognize people 

and businesses who had done good 
things for the town. The town has two 
awards that are presented annually; 
one the Citizen of the Year and the 
other the Business of the Year.
The awards were started before Ho-

erner became mayor, but Hoerner did 
much to continue the tradition.
In 2008 it was the Champions Sports 

Bar’s turn to be recognized as Busi-
ness of the Year. Champions supported 
Hoerner on projects and concerns that 
were near and dear to him, such as the 
condition of Memorial Park located 
next to Champions along Route 230.
In 2008 Champions donated $6,500 

toward helping maintain the park, 
followed by another donation of 
$6,000 in 2009. All the money was 
raised through a golf tournament that 
Champions held for the town each 
year. Hoerner never missed an oppor-
tunity to promote the event, said Tyler 
Schmidt, the owner of Champions.
“He would stand up on Hole 10 at 

Sunset Golf Course and greet every 
golfer before they hit their ball,” 
Schmidt said.

Hoerner lived near Champions. He 
and his wife Brenda often ate dinner 
at the sports bar, Schmidt said.
“He was a great guy, a fantastic guy,” 

Schmidt said of Hoerner. “He was a 
big part of the borough — like the 
backbone of the borough. He will be 
greatly missed.”
Hoerner made it a practice to attend 

meetings of other nearby municipali-
ties, such as Steelton Borough Council. 
He also regularly attended Steelton-

Highspire School Board meetings. 
Hoerner was a Steel-High grad, as 
were his children. 
But in early 2014, when a group of 

Highspire residents started a petition 
seeking to withdraw from the Steelton-
Highspire district to send their children 
to Middletown Area School District 
schools, Hoerner was willing to sign on 
to represent the group as spokesman.
“I’m worried about Highspire and 

our children. If we can do something, 
we need to,” Hoerner said at the time. 
“We’ll always be Rollers, but there are 
times that you have to look at what’s 
best for our children in Highspire, for 
a better education.”

MAYOR
Continued From Page One

probably find that the most satisfying 
part of any voyage lies in the journey 
getting there.
It is true that these big adventures 

often follow something traumatic that 
has happened in Kerecz’s life. After his 
father died in 2014, Kerecz decided he 
would realize his boyhood dream of 
going to outer space by going to Russia 
and hitching that ride on the MiG-29.
His father’s death had made Kerecz, 

then 52, start thinking of his own 
mortality.
Two years later, he found himself in a 

similar situation. His mother had just 
died, and on top of that Kerecz had to 
have his own hip replaced. Again faced 
with thoughts of his own mortality, he 
decided it was time to realize another 
dream — this one an adventure to the 
Far East that would combine training 
at the Shaolin Temple in China with 
visits to the temples of Tibet.
And if you are going to be in the 

neighborhood anyway, might as well 
stop by Mount Everest. 
Citing what may be the first of 

Kerecz’s many rules of world travel-
ing, he advised, “I’m real big that if 
you are going on a trip, go to other 
places while you are there, because you 
never know when you will get back.”
He went to China first, then to Tibet. 

The first sign that you have arrived in 
a place that is really different is when 
you get off the plane in Lhasa, the 
capital city, and feel the impact of the 
altitude change of being over 3,600 
meters above sea level. 
He visited temples and palaces on the 

Tibetan side, including the palace that 
the dalai lama lived in before he was 
exiled to India. 
The buses filled with tourists are a big 

source of income for the region. Out-
siders come hoping to be inspired by 
holy men who have forsaken anything 
having to do with the civilized world.
Well, almost anything.
“You’d be in places where they had 

no plumbing and they were living in 
tents but they would have cellphones 
and wifi,” Kerecz said. “The monks are 
on their cellphones and their wifi and 
their iPads. There is a monastery near 
the base camp on the Tibetan where 
(a monk) only had a flip phone. Our 

tour guide said the monks who get paid 
more have better technology. That was 
kind of disappointing to me.”
It reminded Kerecz of a scene he saw 

in the new “Doctor Strange” movie 
not long after returning home from his 
exotic journey. A man is given a word 
that he thinks is his mantra that he is 
to meditate on to attain enlightenment.
“They said ‘No, it’s your wifi pass-

word. We’re not savages,’” he said.
The night before hiking to the base 

camp of Mount Everest was spent in 
a tent with a bunch of other people. 
“They are burning yak dung to keep 

warm,” Kerecz said. “They use yaks 
for everything — they eat them, make 
clothes out of them, burn their dung 
for heat, insulate their homes.”
Outside, diesel-burning vehicles 

add to the pungent odor and make 
breathing even harder in the oxygen-
deprived thin air. 
Among a traveling party of 20 people, 

only Kerecz — the 55-year-old with a 
hip replacement — and a 125-pound 
Bulgarian guy who couldn’t walk right 
because of a birth defect get up in the 
morning to hike to the base camp. 
Some of the others in the group were 

taking shots of oxygen to cope with 
the thin air, others were taking medica-
tion. Kerecz and the other guy bought 
some of the medication in Lhasa but 
they never used it.
Starting out they were already at about 

4,800 meters above sea level. It would 
take them about an hour and 45 minutes 
to hike another 400 meters — about 
1,300 feet — to get to the base camp.
“We didn’t always feel the best” 

during the climb, Kerecz said. “You 
are breathing really deep and you are 
really expanding. It reminded me of 
when you are in grade school and they 
make you do sports you haven’t done 
before, and you are like dying.”

Once they had the base camp in sight 
adrenalin kicked in and they picked 
up speed. The reward is the view of 
the peak of Mount Everest, and the 
“sense of accomplishment” one gets 
from being that close to the tallest 
mountain in the world.
But as with a lot of things, standing 

there seemed “anti-climactic,” Kerecz 
said. “You know what they say, it’s the 
journey not the destination.”
Perhaps it was more satisfying just 

to know that he could do it.
“You feel as you are getting older 

and things start getting replaced that 
you are losing part of yourself, and 
you worry about what you can do 
anymore — what might be next? What 
if something happens and I am stuck 
in a wheelchair for the rest of my life 
or paralyzed?”
As for the more practical stuff, the 

most expensive part of the trip was the 
airfare. Otherwise, eight whole days 
of lodging and food in Tibet came to 
no more than about $1,000.
The U.S. dollar is high right now rela-

tive to other currencies in the world, 
which helps. Traveling alone, Kerecz 
also cut his costs when stopping off 
at cities like Cairo, Athens, Istanbul 
and Rome by basically living off of 
the airport. 
“When I went to the different coun-

tries I just got on and off the airplane 
and slept in the airports,” which 
worked pretty well up to a point. “We 
got chased by some police in China, 
I forget what city it was. There was 
a bunch of us sleeping in the airport. 
They told us to go down a couple 
levels. They were military guys with 
rifles.”
One of Kerecz’s favorite photos from 

his recent travels is one that shows him 
walking around Seoul, South Korea, 
with his shoes untied. 
“I stopped tying them because I kept 

taking them on and off in the airport. I 
said, ‘Screw it, I’m tired of it.’”
It wasn’t the money but his physical 

discomfort that would probably dis-
suade Kerecz from ever going back to 
Tibet again. After returning he found 

out that he had sprained his abdominal 
wall sometime during the hike, which 
led to “a touch of pneumonia” that was 
a memory he’d just as soon forget.
Besides going to outer space and 

China and Tibet, Kerecz over the 
years has scratched several other trips 
off his bucket list — including the 
Grand Canyon, going cross-country 
on his motorcycle, and hanging out 
underwater with sharks. He’s never 
gone over Niagara Falls in a barrel, 
and doesn’t sound like he plans to.
But there’s more on the list to get to. 

Next up could be a trip to the ancient 
ruins in Peru at Machu Picchu. South 
America is one part of the planet he 
has not explored. 
Machu Picchu should be “a little 

mild” compared to some of the places 
he’s been to. The trip will probably also 
be more expensive, as he’s planning 
to take someone else along.
But it’s a pretty safe bet that Kerecz 

won’t let money — or anything else for 
that matter — stop him from realizing 
yet another dream trip of a lifetime.

TRIP
Continued From Page One

Submitted photo
John Kerecz of Lower Swatara Township prepares for his hike at the Mount Everest base camp.

“The monks are on their 
cellphones and their wifi 
and their iPads. There 
is a monastery near the 
base camp on the Tibetan 
where (a monk) only had 
a flip phone.”

John Kerecz

Press And Journal photo by Dan Miller
Highspire Borough Manager/Police Chief John McHale displays a 
wood carving with the words “Born To Ride” that was made for Mayor 
John Hoerner by a borough resident. McHale is seated in the room in 
borough hall that was set aside for the mayor.

In this archived screen shot from a May 2015 video, Hoerner talks about 
working with members of the Harrisburg Rugby Club (pictured to the 
rear) to help clean up the sidewalks and streets in downtown Highspire.

The Pennsylvania Liquor Control 
Board on Tuesday issued an invitation 
for bids to award 50 expired restaurant 
licenses in the second license auction 
since Act 39 became effective earlier 
this year. 
This includes 50 licenses across 48 

counties:
• One license in each of 40 counties 

that were not represented in the first 
auction, including Armstrong, Beaver, 
Bedford, Berks, Bradford, Cambria, 
Carbon, Clarion, Clearfield, Clinton, 
Columbia, Crawford, Elk, Fayette, 
Franklin, Greene, Huntingdon, Jef-
ferson, Lackawanna, Lawrence, Leba-
non, Luzerne, Lycoming, McKean, 
Mercer, Mifflin, Monroe, Montour, 
Northampton, Northumberland, Pike, 
Potter, Schuylkill, Snyder, Sullivan, 
Susquehanna, Venango, Warren, 
Wayne and Wyoming counties.
• Two licenses each in Philadelphia 

and Allegheny County, where multiple 
bids were received in the first auction 
for each license made available.
• One license in each of six counties 

where bids demonstrated high demand 
in the first auction: Chester, Dauphin, 
Lancaster, Lehigh, Montgomery and 
York counties.
The minimum bid for each is $25,000, 

and each bid must be accompanied by 
a $5,000 bid surety intended to avoid 
frivolous and underfunded bids.
 Bidders with questions regarding this 

invitation for bid must submit inquiries 
via email to RA-LBLicenseAuction@
pa.gov by noon on Wednesday, Jan. 25. 

Restaurant licenses 
to be auctioned
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Sports 

The Middletown girls basketball team 
continued to have trouble scoring in 
the last week, winning one game but 
dropping two.
They stand at 3-6 on the season 

and 1-1 in the Mid-Penn Conference 
Capital Division.
Lower Dauphin dominated the Blue 

Raiders on Friday, Dec. 30, winning 
39-13 and holding Middletown score-
less in the first and fourth quarters. The 
Falcons scored 12 in the first quarter, 
nearly enough for the win by itself. 
Middletown scored 10 in the second 
quarter but only three in the third.
The highlight, however, was the 

1,000th career point scored for Bianca 
Jasper, the Middletown senior guard 
who will play next year for California 
(Pa.). She averaged almost 16.7 points 
as a junior, 13.8 as a sophomore, and 
7.8 as a freshman. She is averaging 
about 17 a game this year. Makaila 
Nester led Middletown with 4 points. 
Kate Fitzpatrick and Jasper added 3.
Amber Schweiger had 13 for Lower 

Dauphin and Grace Day scored 12.
Middletown also struggled to score 

Wednesday, Dec. 28 vs. Lampeter-
Strasburg, losing 46-31 in the Hershey 
Holiday Tournament finals. The Blue 

Raiders scored only eight points in 
the first half.
Jasper had 17 for Middletown and 

Fitzpatrick added 6.
Against Hershey in the first round 

Tuesday, Dec. 27, however, the Blue 
Raiders had their best offensive output 
on the season, winning 64-55.
Jasper scored 18, Nester had 14 

and Fitzpatrick and Jaelynn Keller 
each had 12. Middletown made nine 
three-pointers.
They will play at Camp Hill at 7:30 

p.m. Tuesday before playing host to 
Donegal at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday and 
Trinity at 7:30 p.m. Friday. They travel 
to West Perry at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 10.

Photo by Don Graham

Bianca Jasper scores her 1,000th point vs. Lower Dauphin on Friday, Dec. 30. See more photos on page B2.

1,000!

Senior reaches career milestone for scoring

Photo by Bill Darrah

Bianca Jasper celebrates her 1,000th point with her aunt, Elaine Nester, 
left, and mom, Tonya Jasper, right.

By Larry Etter
Press And Journal Staff 

By winning their own holiday 
tournament on Wednesday night, the 
Middletown boys ran their unbeaten 
record to 5-0, off to a great start as 
they headed into the new year. 
After topping Susquehannock 67-

48 on Tuesday, the Blue Raiders 
followed with a hard-fought 67-56 
victory over a good Lampeter-
Strasburg team the following night in 
the tournament championship clash.
Tourney MVP Ryan Hughes scored 

17 points and teammate Tyreer Mills, 
who made the all-tournament team, 
added 14 to lead the Raiders. 
Chris Plummer and Luke Mrakovich 

teamed for another 25 points.
All-tournament selections also in-

cluded Jack Banner and Ryan Smith 
from Lampeter-Strasburg, Ryan Mc-
Gill from Northern York and Chase 
Summers from Susquehannock. 
Northern defeated Susquehannock 
in the consolation game. 

Middletown 67, 
Susquehannock 48

The Blue Raiders did not look ex-
ceptionally sharp in the nightcap of 
the tournament’s opening night, but 
did enough to pull away from the 
Warriors late in the second quarter 
and early in the third. 
Hughes, Luke Mrakovich and Mills 

teamed for 36 points to lead the 
scoring and the defense forced 25 
turnovers against the Warriors in the 
triumph. The Raiders, too, had their 
share of miscues with 16, and missed 
numerous shots on offense, but still 
had enough game to overpower their 
guests. 
Led by Mills’ 7 points, the Blue 

Raiders pushed their way to a 16-10 
lead by the end of the first period. The 
Warriors struggled with the ball but 

managed to pull to within a basket, 
12-10, with 1:02 left in the opening 
segment. But Mills turned a Plummer 
assist into a goal with 45 seconds 
left and Plummer converted his own 
steal into a layup at 0:21 to give the 
Raiders the 16-10 edge. 
The Warriors, however, made it a 

16-15 game, getting a three-pointer 
from Hunter Sentz and a bucket from 
Summers off a Raider turnover to 
open the second quarter. Subs Kobe 
Sprecher and David Alcock answered 
scores by the Warriors to keep the 

Raiders ahead before Summers again 
made it a one-point game, 20-19, with 
4:47 left in the first half. 
The Blue Raiders then strung togeth-

er seven straight points by Hughes 
and Mrakovich to stretch the lead to 
8. Following a pair of missed free 
throws by the Warriors, Mrakovich 
and Kyle Truesdale stretched the lead 
to 31-19 with 2:31 left. 
A pair of late goals by Susquehan-

nock’s Jordan McMillon kept the 

Photo by Bill Darrah

Tre Leach drives toward the basket vs. Lampeter-Strasburg on 
Wednesday, Dec. 28. See more photos on page B2.

Please See RAIDERS, Page B3

Raiders 
win own 
tourney, 
hit 5-0

Photo by Debbie Spear

Logan Stoltzfus registered a first-period pin over Alex Caballero (Pottstown) in the Governor Mifflin 
Holiday Tournament.

Wrestlers take part in holiday tournament
The Blue Raider wrestling team took 

10 to the Governor Mifflin Holiday 
Tournament on Dec. 29-30. 
The tournament featured 21 teams 

from Pennsylvania, Virginia and 
North Carolina. The Raiders came 
out strong, winning matches at the 
first six weight classes and setting 
the tone for the two-day tournament. 
Middletown finished 12th with 

80.50 points. 
Although they suffered some dif-

ficult loses at the heavy weights, the 
Blue Raiders would advance all five 

light weights to Day 2. 
At 106 pounds, freshman Luke 

Fegley went 4-1 to place third 
overall. Fegley defeated Ezra Toll 
(Conestoga) 4-0 and Micah DeLattre 
(Moshannon Valley) 12-2 before fall-
ing to Matthew Rodriquez (Dover) 
11-7. Fegley bounced back with wins 
over Meraj Khan (Upper Darby) and 
a 4-2 overtime win against Owen 
Rohrer (Penn Manor) to take third.
At 113 pounds, sophomore Ryan 

Berstler also scored four wins to 
place fifth. Berstler started off 

with a 9-6 win over Nazmul Islam 
(Upper Darby), but got caught for 
a loss against Governor Mifflin’s 
Jalon Lavine. Berstler responded 
by winning three out of his last four 
matches, pinning Carter McDonald 
(Dallastown) in 48 seconds and de-
feating Jacob Matchock (Moshannon 
Valley) 5-0. Berstler placed fifth with 
a 14-2 major decision over Nicholas 
Fasig (Oley Valley).
At 120 pounds, freshman Mason 

Please See WRESTLE, Page B3

REGISTRATION
Lower Swatara Twp. Athletic Association

YOUTH BASEBALL, GIRLS’ SOFTBALL & TEENER BASEBALL

LSTAA Baseball and Softball registration for the 2017 season will be held at 
the Lower Swatara Municipal Building, 1499 Spring Garden Dr., Middletown

ONLINE REGISTRATION OPENS 
ON JANUARY 1ST

For questions, including cost and fundraiser 
options as well as online registration visit www.lstaa.org or call 

JASON WAGNER at 574-0536

Open to all kids living within Lower Swatara Township and Highspire. 
First year players must bring a copy of birth certificate and proof of residency document.

Volunteers for coaching are welcome and may sign up at registration.

• SATURDAY, JANUARY 14 • 9:00 AM-NOON
• SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 • 1:00-4:00 PM
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HOLIDAY HOOPS FOR BLUE RAIDERS
The boys and girls teams were both in action between Christmas and New Year’s Day

Photo by Bill Darrah

Middletown’s Bridget Fitzpatrick drives to the basket against Lower Dauphin

Photos by Bill Darrah

Above and below right, fans celebrate the 1,000th career point of Middletown’s Bianca Jasper, against Lower Dauphin 
on Dec. 30. Below left, head coach Ron Stetler and Jasper mark the occasion.

Photo by Jodi Ocker

Tyreer Mills heads to the hoop vs. Lampeter-Strasburg.

Photo by Bill Darrah

The cheerleaders keep the crowd pumped up vs Lampeter-Strasburg.

Photos by Jodi Ocker

Above, Kobe Sprecher 
shoots a free throw. Right, 
Luke Mrakovich fires away.

Photo by Earl Hammaker

Ryan Hughes fights for position vs. Lampeter-Strasburg.



PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE! 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

CALL 717-944-4628 

Elwood’s
• PA Inspections • Brakes

New & Used Tires • Exhaust • Struts 
Oil Changes • Shocks • Batteries

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
138 W. Main Street

Middletown
944-9255

STATE INSPECTION DUE?
See Any One Of These Businesses 

To Meet All Of Your 
Inspection And Service Needs.

Try To Have Your Inspection Done Early ... 
And Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 

Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 
Periodic Check At Least Every Six Months!

PLACE YOUR AD 
FOR ONLY $21.50 A MONTH! 

CALL 944-4628 FOR 
MORE INFORMATION

E-TOWN
DODGE

STATE INSPECTION DUE?
See Any One Of These Businesses 

To Meet All Of Your 
Inspection And Service Needs.

Try To Have Your Inspection Done Early ... 
And Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 

Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 
Periodic Check At Least Every Six Months!

Dailey’s Service Station
State Inspections • Tune-ups 

Oil Changes • Repairs
- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Jack’s Auto 
Sales & Service

“Quality Pre-owned Vehicles”
PA State Inspections • A/C Service

All General & Technical Repairs
Four Wheel Alignments

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
2189 W. Hbg. Pike, Middletown

944-7363

Grove Motors, Inc.
PA Inspections • A/C Service • Brakes

Exhaust • Shocks • Alignments 
Tune-ups • Towing

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

452 E. Main Street
Middletown
944-1397

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic and 

Popular Foreign Cars
- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

Elwood’s Sunoco
Full Service • PA Inspections

New & Used Tires • Brakes • Exhaust Oil 
Changes • Shocks • Struts • Batteries

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
138 W. Main Street

Middletown
944-9255

The Hondru
Service Experience

Factory Warranty Center
the Best Service in lancaster County

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

E-TOWN
CHEVROLET367-6644

“Serving all Makes & Models 
Without an appointment”

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700
NOW INSPECTING 12-01-02

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center

ad for 12_05_08

Dailey’s Service Station
State Inspections • Tune-ups 

Oil Changes • Repairs
- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic and 

Popular Foreign Cars
- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

The Hondru
Service Experience

Factory Warranty Center
The Best Service in Lancaster County

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

367-6644

“Serving All Makes & Models 
Without An Appointment”

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700
NOW INSPECTING 01-02-03

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center

231 Oak Hill Drive • Middletown • 944-7154
Vastine’s auto serVice, inc.

As we turn the 
calendar, we want to 
take this opportunity 
to thank our loyal 
friends and customers 
for their continued 
support.
Our success begins 
and ends with 
pleasing you. 

DON STAGO Bus. 234-0181 Res. 361-7973
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg

Sutliff
See me for your next new or used vehicle

to all my 
friends & 

customers

Warriors within reach, but Mrakovich 
sank two foul shots with 20 seconds 
left to give the Raiders a 39-25 half-
time cushion. 
 Middletown’s pressure defense held 

the Warriors to just 5 points in the third 
quarter while the offense collected 14 
joint points from Tre Leach, Hughes, 
Plummer and Truesdale on its way 
to a comfortable 53-30 lead heading 
into the final frame. By opening up 
the fourth quarter with a 10-4 scoring 
advantage that led to a 63-34 lead, the 
Blue Raiders were able to coast to the 
67-48 victory. 

Middletown 67,  
Lampeter-Strasburg 56

 The report on the Pioneers read that 
they were a good shooting team, and 
that turned out to be true. 
In all, Lampeter-Strasburg made 9 

three-pointers, more than enough to 
keep the Pioneers right in contention 
until the final minute. In a saving ef-
fort, however, Hughes and Leach made 
10-of-10 free throws in the last 1:28 
to ice the tension-filled contest that 
decided the tournament championship.
Hughes and Lampeter-Strasburg’s 

Smith matched high-scoring honors 
with 17 points each in the game 
while Mills, Plummer and Mrakovich 
combined for 39 points to pace the 
winning side. 
The Pioneers were hurt when leading 

player Ben Sandberg was ejected with 
1:48 to go in the first period after draw-
ing a double technical foul. Raider 
coach Chris Sattele readily noted after 
the game that his loss made a difference 
for Lampeter-Strasburg. 
Sandberg actually got the Pioneers off 

to a quick start and an early 2-0 lead 
before Hughes converted a Plummer 
assist into the tying points at 6:50. But 
the Pioneers went back to back for a 
6-2 lead at the 5:38 mark. 
At that point, the Middletown fans 

knew that their team was in for a tough 
fight. After an exchange of baskets, the 
Raiders slipped into the lead a 9-8 on a 
triple by Mills and a goal by Plummer. 
Lampeter-Strasburg went back in front 
on a pair of free throws by Smith at 
2:21, but Plummer scored again from 
the low post to push the Raiders back 
into the lead. 
Following a Lampeter-Strasburg 

miss, Sandberg drew his third personal 
foul at 1:48 and his vocal protest drew 
a technical foul. As he stormed to the 
bench, another outburst drew a second 
technical foul and his ejection from the 
game. Hughes made 3-of-4 foul shots 
to give the Raiders a 14-10 advantage, 
which grew to 16-10 on back-to-back 
goals by Truesdale and Hughes as the 

first quarter ended. 
Smith showed why he was voted onto 

the all-tourney team as he put back a 
rebound to start the second stanza and 
then converted a Middletown turnover 
into a three-pointer that pulled the 
Pioneers right back into contention 
at 18-15 at 7:20. 
But Mills swished his second trey 

of the game and Plummer scored on 
a short jumper following a Lampeter-
Strasburg miss to give the Raiders 

some room at 24-15. Later in the 
period, with the Pioneers trailing 
27-19, Banner and Jared Brown hit 
back-to-back treys, and Brown added 
a foul shot that cut the Raiders’ lead 
to a single point, 27-26, adding to the 
tension in the Middletown gym. 
Mrakovich’s clutch three at 1:42 

and Mills’ third triple of the game at 
1:08 kept the Raiders in front with a 
33-28 edge. Another trey by Banner 
sliced the gap to two, but Sprecher’s 

putback with 8 seconds left allowed 
the Raiders to take a 35-31 lead into 
the locker room at halftime. 
The Blue Raiders got off to a good 

start in the second half when Leach 
scored off an offensive rebound and 
then had another bucket off a defen-
sive rebound and assist by Hughes a 
minute later. Smith’s trey cut into the 
lead at 5:59, but Mrakovich scored a 
triple and Mills converted a Lampeter-
Strasburg turnover into a bucket and a 
42-34 Middletown lead with 5:03 left 
in the third quarter. 
Later in the period, Mrakovich’s pul-

lup jumper gave the Raiders a 48-38 
lead but Chase Broderick nailed yet 
another Pioneer trey to close the gap 
to 48-41 heading into the final frame. 
Mills’ fourth triple of the game came 

at the 6:37 mark of the fourth quarter 
after both teams had struggled to take 
charge early on. The key basket gave 
the Blue Raiders a 51-41 lead and it 
appeared as if the home team was going 
to finally gain some distance from their 
guests. But Lampeter-Strasburg sim-
ply would not give in and the Pioneers 
scored the game’s next eight points to 
quickly make it a 51-49 score. A pair 
of treys by Jared Houck, the second 
one coming with 3:40 left, did most 
of the damage. 
Mrakovich broke the string with a 

pair of free throws at 3:29 and Michael 
Mattes made one of two following a 
Pioneer turnover a minute later after 
Sattele called a timeout at 2:54. 
A big defensive rebound by Mills 20 

seconds later led to another timeout by 
the Middletown coach. At 2:13, Plum-
mer made the first of a one-and-one to 
expand the Raiders’ lead to 55-49. The 
Pioneers hurt themselves with another 
turnover that Plummer converted into 
a layup and an eight-point advantage 
for the Middletown team. 
Banner’s trey broke the scoreless 

drought for the Pioneers at 1:30 
and, from that point on, Lampeter-
Strasburg was forced to foul, trailing 
by five points. Hughes made both of 
his shots with 1:28 left and Lampeter-
Strasburg answered with a bucket by 
Peyton Denlinger just six seconds later. 
With 1:18 to go, Leach stepped to 

the free throw line and dropped in 
both shots to keep the Raiders ahead 
by seven points. Houck scored with 
1:06 left but they turned out to be 
Lampeter-Strasburg’s final points of 
the game. Hughes locked up the vic-
tory by sinking 6-of-6 foul shots in the 
final minute, giving the Blue Raiders 
the tournament trophy. 
The Blue Raiders played host to 

Camp Hill on Tuesday. They will play 
at Trinity at 7:30 p.m. Friday, then 
play host to West Perry at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 10.

Stoltzfus registered a fourth-place 
finish. The younger Stoltzfus brother 
amassed four exciting wins; includ-
ing a 35-second pin over Charles 
Mojica (Upper Darby), and wins over 
Klint Harpel (Brandywine Heights), 
Mason Lewis (Dover) and Joe Ball 
(Moshannon Valley). Stoltzfus’s 
two losses during the tournament 
would both come at the hands of 
senior Jordan Harsh (Penn Manor), 
including a tough 1-0 loss to finish 
in fourth place.
At 126 pounds, senior Logan 

Stoltzfus amassed five wins over two 
days for a third-place finish. 
The older Stoltzfus brother started 

with a decisive first-period pin over 
Alex Caballero (Pottstown) before 
suffering a close 9-7 loss against Kyle 
Seibert (Governor Mifflin). Stoltzfus 
rallied back strong, winning four 
straight matches, including a techni-
cal fall 18-2 over Hempfield’s Tyler 
Buthdy, and wins over Jake Caskie 

(Brandywine Heights) and Nick 
Fafel (Penn Manor). Stoltzfus would 
avenge an earlier loss by defeating 
Kyle Seibert 4-3 for third place. 
At 132 pounds, sophomore Nate 

Brady would top off a strong show-
ing by the Blue Raider light weights, 
collecting four wins in route to a fifth 
place finish. Brady started off with 
a 17-5 major decision over Hunter 
Failor (Dover), but fell in a close 3-0 
loss to Thomas Reif (Upper Darby). 
Brady would win three of his last four 
matches including another major 
decision 13-4 victory over Payton 
Gonsalez (Wyomissing).
Also representing the Blue Raiders 

at the tournament were freshman 
Joey Spear (145), who captured his 
first two varsity wins, seniors Abel 
Botterbusch (152) and Wyatt Smith 
(160), junior Hunter Magaro (170), 
and freshman Quincy Reinnagel 
(220).
The team is scheduled to wrestle 

Lower Dauphin on Wednesday and 
Trinity on Thursday this week.

The visiting Lower Dauphin boys bas-
ketball team had little trouble at Pottstown 
on Dec. 30, winning 54-34.
The Falcons led only 22-20 at halftime 

but outscored the hosts 32-14 in the sec-
ond half. Will Bowen scored 26 for Lower 
Dauphin and Brady Wilson added 16.
The Falcons visited Cedar Cliff on 

Tuesday night, Jan. 3. They will visit 
Mechanicsburg at 7:30 p.m. Friday and 
then play host to Palmyra at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan 10.

The Lower Dauphin girls bas-
ketball team finished third in 
its holiday tournament, losing a 
heartbreaker to West York, 41-40, 
before topping Dallastown a day 
later, 40-18.
Grace Day had 19 for the Falcons 

in the opener Dec. 27, including 
four three-pointers, and Amber 
Schweiger added 11. Lower Dau-
phin couldn’t get the ball in the 
basket on their last possession, 
however.
In the Dec. 28 win, LD outscored 

Dallastown 26-10 in the second 
half. Paulina Malinen scored 17 
points for the Falcons. Schweiger 
scored 9. Livi Friedrich had 8.
West York beat Greencastle-

Antrim in the finals of the tourna-
ment, 52-24.
On Dec. 30, LD beat Middletown, 

39-13. (See story, page B1)
The team played host to Cedar 

Cliff on Tuesday, Jan. 3, and will 
play host to Mechanicsburg at 7:30 
p.m. Friday. They visit Palmyra at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday.

The Penn State Harrisburg women’s 
basketball team split a pair of road 
games in the last week to put its record 
at 2-9 overall and 0-4 in the Capital 
Athletic Conference.

Penn State Harrisburg 76, 
Goucher 68

Penn State Harrisburg got off to a 
great start for 2017 with a big win over 
Goucher, 76-68, in Towson, Maryland, 
on Monday night, Jan 2. 
Kaitlyn Carmo led for Harrisburg 

with 23 points and 7 rebounds.
Penn State Harrisburg opened the 

game with an 11-4 run. Shanique 
Mattis got things started for the 
Lion's along with Tessa Dolce. They 
combined for 9 of Harrisburg's first 
12 points of the game. Harrisburg led 
the home team 22-14 at the end of the 
first quarter.
Penn State Harrisburg increased its 

lead in the second quarter, outscoring 
Goucher 23-9 to post an impressive 
lead of 45-15 at halftime.
The Lions dominated the third quarter 

offensively once again as they out-
scored Goucher 15-11. Carmo scored 
7 of her 23 points in the third quarter 

to extend the Lion lead to 60-36.
The home team posted a fourth-

quarter surge as they outscored Har-
risburg 32-16, but it wasn’t enough.
Carmo also had 2 steals and 3 as-

sists. Raven Ransom had 17 points, 
13 rebounds, 3 assists and 3 blocks. 
Tessa Dolce registered 10 points, 5 
rebounds and 2 blocks.

Centenary 68,  
Penn State Harrisburg 56

Alexis Nolan finished with 12 points 
and three rebounds as the Penn State 
Harrisburg women’s basketball team 
finished out 2016 with a 68-56 loss 
at Centenary University in Hackett-
stown, New Jersey, on Dec. 30. 
The Lions dominated both offen-

sively and defensively in the first 
two quarters but struggled to hold on 
to their early lead in the second half. 
Penn State Harrisburg dominated the 

first quarter thanks to 7 points from 
Alexis Nolan. Both teams struggled to 
find the basket in the first four minutes 
before Nolan made a layup with 6:23 
to go in the first. The Lions defense 
held the home team to just five points 
in the first quarter. Harrisburg led going 

into the second quarter, 13-5.
Aireo Payne extended Harrisburg’s 

lead at the start of the second with a 
three-point jumper, forcing the home 
team to take a time out and regroup. 
Centenary responded with a 10-0 run to 
get back in the game. Harrisburg held 
on to their lead at 25-24 at the half.
Kaitlyn Carmo and Becca Bailey 

combined for six points at the start of 
the third to hold on to the Lions’ lead 
from the first half. Centenary grabbed 
the lead for the first time in the third 
with only 2:57 to go off of a three-point 
jumper from Rachel Edwards.
Ana Edmondson regained the lead at 

the start of the fourth off a layup with 
8:06 to go before the home team began 
to pull ahead. Centenary had their 
strongest quarter of the game in the 
fourth, outscoring Harrisburg 26-18.
Nolan had 12 points, 2 blocks, 3 

rebounds and 1 steal. Raven Ransom 
had 11 points, 2 blocks and 8 rebounds. 
Edmondson added 10 points and 1 
steal.
Penn State Harrisburg will host 

Southern Virginia at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 5 and Mary Washington at 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan 7.

Lower Dauphin 
boys squad 
beats Pottstown

Falcon girls finish third in 
their holiday tournament
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The Penn State Harrisburg men’s 
basketball team dropped its first game 
of the new year on the road Monday 
night against Case Western Reserve 
in the opening game of the Sponaugle 
New Year’s Tournament hosted by 
Franklin and Marshall College. 
Khalil White led the Lions with 22 

points, 3 rebounds and 2 assists.
Penn State Harrisburg moved to 4-6 

on the season and faced SUNY Canton 
Tuesday night in the consolation game 
of the tournament.

Penn State women split pair of road games

Penn State men lose in first round of holiday tournament

RAIDERS 
Continued From Page B1

Photo by Jodi Ocker

Christian Plummer goes up for a shot vs. Lampeter-Strasburg.

WRESTLE 
Continued From Page B1

Photos by Debbie Spear

Ryan Spear got his first two varsity wins in the Governor Mifflin 
Holiday Tournament. He beat Gus Natelli from Neshaminy, 8-4.

Middletown’s Ryan Berstler took on Jalon Lavine from Governor 
Mifflin.

Help 
Keep 

America 
Beautiful

Penn State Harrisburg jumped out to 
an early lead in the first before Case 
Western took over with 13:53 to go. 
The Lions regained the lead thanks to 
a three-pointer from Derek Coleman 
and a layup by Jazmon Harris.
Both teams battled back and forth 

for the next minutes with several lead 
changes before Case Western pulled 
ahead with three minutes to go, 29-
22. The Spartans led heading into 
halftime 32-25 

The Lions came out strong in the 
second half with a dunk right off the 
bat from Gbolahan Alliyu and a three-
pointer from White to cut the Spartans 
lead to two points. Jazmon Harris tied 
the game up with 15:28 to go in the 
second half with a three-point jumper 
followed by a layup by Dante Brown 
to give Harrisburg the lead. 
Harrisburg went on a 10-0 lead with 

10 minutes to go in the game to grab 
their largest lead of the day 52-45. Case 

Western responded with two straight 
threes as they tried to get back on track 
before White responded with a three 
of his own. 
With a minute to go, the game was 

tied at 65. The Spartans knocked down 
two free throws with three seconds to 
go to give Case Western the win. 
Harris had 13 points, 5 assists and 1 

block for Penn State Harrisburg. Dante 
Brown added 12 points, 7 rebounds 
and 2 blocks.
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What should the daily fine be for 
parking violators in downtown 

Middletown? Extra info: Current 
fines are approx. $15 per day. 
Violations would be for such 

things as parking along yellow 
curb areas, parking in the wrong 

direction, blocking a driveway, etc.

Responses are 
taken from Face-
book and are not 
edited for spelling 

or grammar.

We don’t have a problem with $20,000 being spent to spruce up the council 
chambers in the Middletown Municipal Building.
To a point, that is.
This is the caveat: Money should first and foremost be spent to help the borough’s 

residents understand the actions of the council, or to make their experience in 
the chambers more rewarding.
In other words, more technology is welcomed. But we aren’t convinced that a 

new desk and chairs for the council members are really necessary.
The council voted Dec. 6 voted 5-1 to put $20,000 in the 2017 budget toward 

making improvements to council chambers, which is located on the second floor.
There’s no denying that the chambers look dated. The curtains look old. The 

pictures are historic but don’t really add much to the walls. The chairs for the 
gallery are utilitarian but not the most comfortable.
We agree with council member Ian Reddinger, who said technological upgrades 

are overdue. He would like to see gear that would make it easier for guest speak-
ers and residents to make presentations to council and to the public.
Often, during council meetings, it is hard to follow what is going on because 

council members are looking at packets of information not available to the gallery. 
The idea of improvements came from Council Vice President Damon Suglia, but 

he seemed to be more focused on non-technological purchases: new furniture, 
including new chairs for councilors, and replacing the large wooden table that 
councilors for years have sat at during public meetings in the chambers.
For him, it’s not just about buying a better place to sit.
“If we want to change and show people we are moving forward as a town then 

we need to start with something like this to make things more modern for the 
people,” he said. “I want to make it look like Middletown is moving forward, 
not stuck in the same stagnant position that it has been stuck in for the past 
number of years.”
Council President Ben Kapenstein agreed because he sits in the chambers and 

sees the bad things he says happened in the borough’s past.
Changing the look would be nice, but the actions of this council and future ones 

would do more to change that perception that new furniture.
Councilor Anne Einhorn hit the mark. She said she could favor council spend-

ing money on upgrades that would benefit the public. But she said she would 
oppose spending any money on new furniture.
“New furniture is a want, technology is more of a need,” she said.
Mayor James H. Curry III said that council should make it possible for its 

meetings to be live-streamed from the chambers to the public via the Internet, 
something he has done using his smart phone in recent months. That is also a 
worthy goal. 
Unfortunately, some upgrades could have already been in place. Council dur-

ing its first meeting of 2016, rejected by an 8-0 vote a Kapenstein proposal that 
would have allowed council agendas and supporting attachments to be posted 
on the borough website, and to be viewed by the public on a screen in the room 
as each council meeting proceeded. The $4,000 cost was deemed too expensive.
Now, here we are a year later, and apparently that price tag doesn’t seem too steep. 

It’s another change in direction by the council that pops up from time to time.
We don’t know if $20,000 is the right amount. But as long as it is spent wisely, 

with the residents in mind, we support it. 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION!
/ Press And Journal

‘I didn’t mean to offend anyone’: 
The worse apology ever uttered

Janet Louise Vastine Kirchner: The problem is, and this 
may have helped if people knew, train riders park all over the 
streets down there in a several block radius. This eliminates the 
come-and-go parking for customers of our small businesses. 
There should be “2 hour parking” or “permit parking only” 
areas down there with meaningful hit-the-wallet fines! First of-
fense $100, second offense $200 and so on. If I were a business 
owner like Kuppy’s who has had cars parked there for weeks, 
I’d be very upset! 
Chris Geesaman: I would say $25, with the “all depends on 

what you are truly looking to accomplish” caveat.  I don’t know 
how many tickets are presently written and paid for annually, but 
perhaps increasing these rates would help to pay for somethings 
that our community need.
Judith Douglass: Painting the yellow lines would be helpful....

you can hardly see them on Main St...our driveway is almost 
always partially blocked especially at night when the lines aren’t 
visible....or I could get a can of spray paint and do it myself
Lori Cyrus Shafaye: We have a yellow curb in front of our 

home at the stop sign. People don’t pay attention to it; they 
park there anyway! The house next door has become a student 
boarding house; they need 11 parking spaces. Their visitors 
park in the yellow area between 9 PM-2 AM and in the wrong 
direction! $100 fine plus towing charges.
Carol Kupp: There is no charge to park in downtown Middle-

town. The fines are for parking in yellow along curb, parking the 
wrong direction, blocking a driveway, kind of normal parking 
fines like Hummelstown has, along with many other boroughs/
townships.
Jason Wright: It’s only 15 bucks? That’s just a daily parking 

fee. If it’s a problem, which I don’t think it is, you fix it by do-
ing what other cities do: promote towing.
Chris Wright: I’ve not really been there lately but I’d guess 

down by Karns and my State Farm agent since they did some 
work in that area? ?
Thomas Meise: This is for only down town

CONTACTOFFICIALS

“I wasn’t trying 
to offend anyone.”  
This seriously has to 
be among the most 
ludicrous cop-outs 
of all time.
These six silly 

words make it clear 
that 1) The speaker 
or writer actually knows that he or she 
offended someone. 2) The speaker or 
writer is pathetically unaware of the 
difference between effect and intent. 
3) The recipient should suck it up and 
get over the allegedly unintended and 
non-harmful remark.  
Despite the ridiculous logic that 

underlies this huge dodge of respon-
sibility for what one freely emits from 
his or her vocal cords, a quick perusal 
of news will find it to be a common 
refrain from people of all sorts. While 
always problematic, it is even more 
so when uttered by people in power, 
as their institutional position and so-
cial status should make them models 
for the most thoughtful and careful 
rhetoric. That is often not the case.
The latest example that got me 

ranting this morning came from a 
report in my local newspaper, The 
Miami Herald, which discussed the 
firing of three rookie police officers 
in Miami for exchanges in a group 
chat in which they described using 
predominantly black neighborhoods 
as target practice. 
Yes, that’s right, these officers some-

how thought it was funny or clever 
to refer to Overtown and Model 
City, two of the city’s historically 
black neighborhoods, as a location 
for practicing their accuracy with a 
lethal weapon. They even referred 
to the residents as “moving targets.” 
This comes amidst national atten-

tion to police shootings of black 
males, and at a time when the depart-
ment is under the supervision of the 
U.S. Department of Justice for a host 
of questionable shootings.  Nearby, 
officers in North Miami Beach were 
found a year ago to be using real pho-
tos of black men for target practice.
Naturally, the fired officers and their 

defenders claimed they were just jok-
ing and that they did not intend any 
harm. Because one of the officers is 

black and another has a black grand-
father, the police union has argued 
that they cannot be considered rac-
ists and that they should have been 
reprimanded but not fired.  
As if we aren’t all influenced by the 

toxic air of racism that rains down 
on us every day.  
Others have argued that the of-

ficers were merely young and did 
something dumb. When your job is 
to protect and serve the very commu-
nities for which you have expressed 
clear disrespect, these remarks are far 
from just impulsive and stupid. They 
speak volumes about the way you are 
likely to interact with residents and 
do nothing but set back the efforts to 
bridge the divide between police and 
some black communities.
The most absurd response has 

come from the officers’ attorney, 
Stephan Lopez, who maintains that 
they have grounds to sue the city for 
discrimination because … wait for it 
… others who have made even more 
racist remarks faced lesser sanctions. 
If that isn’t just too much.
Since the officers and their defend-

ers seem befuddled by their firings, I 
shall bring some much needed clarity 
with a series of declaratives. Yes, 
your remarks are racist. No, the color 
of your skin does not absolve you 
from discriminating based on race 
— there have always been people of 
color who suffer from the internal-
ized oppression and dominant culture 
pressure to target their own. 
Yes, you control what you say or 

write so you are responsible for it. No, 
you do not get to determine whether 
someone else is offended. 
Yes, you should apologize, but that’s 

probably not enough. No, you should 
not be allowed to work with com-
munities you describe with disdain, 
disrespect, or prejudice, let alone 
work there with the authority of the 
state to carry and use a lethal weapon.
And for all of us: Can we please 

stop pretending our words don’t 
matter by saying “I didn’t mean to 
offend anyone.”

Laura Finley, Ph.D., teaches in 
the Barry University Department of 
Sociology & Criminology.

LAURAFINLEY

JOHNLAFORGE

When Donald Trump 
tweeted something 
about nuclear weapons 
Dec. 23, I thought he 
must be deliberately 
trivializing “the bomb” 
to make it appear small, 
the way he makes light 
of sexual assault, punch-
ing critics, deporting 
millions, torturing suspects, and assas-
sinating women and children. About 
the bomb, the world’s most famous 
tweeter offered, “The US must greatly 
strengthen and expand its nuclear capa-
bility until such time as the world comes 
to its senses regarding nukes.”
The tweeter in chief is unaware that 

the world actually is coming to its 
senses regarding nukes. Mr. Trump 
either knows next to nothing about 
nuclear weapons — and isn’t afraid to 
teach nonsense, even contradicting his 
secretary of Defense nominee — or he 
wants to direct attention away from 
current progress being made toward 
their abolition.
On Dec. 23, the U.N. General Assembly 

overwhelmingly approved a historic 
resolution to begin negotiations in 2017 
on a treaty banning nuclear weapons. 
The vote follows an Oct. 27 decision 
by the UNGA First Committee to begin 
work on the new treaty, a resolution op-
posed by the United States and several 
other nuclear-armed states.
The latest resolution passed 113 to 35, 

with 13 abstaining. Putting the lie to 
President Barack Obama’s lip-service 
about pursuing “a world without nuclear 
weapons,” U.S. delegate Samantha 
Power voted against the resolution. So 
did nuclear-armed England, France, 
Russia, and Israel. Yet not every nuclear 
power parroted U.S. obstructionism. 
U.S. partners India and Pakistan ab-
stained, as did China. North Korea (with 
perhaps 10 nuclear weapons) and Iran 
(with zero nukes) voted in favor. Saudi 
Arabia blew off its principal arms sup-
plier and voted Yes, as did Italy despite 
being both a NATO partner and home 
to about 80 US H-bombs still deployed 
at two of its air force bases.
The United States knows a treaty ban 

will demolish the US-manufactured 
perception that nuclear weapons are 
legitimate — while landmines, gas, 
poison, biological and cluster munitions 
are not. An international ban would also 
make it politically embarrassing and 
legally suspect for the United States 
and NATO to continue their nuclear 
war planning.
The U.N. treaty talks will proceed in 

two sessions: March 27 to 31, and June 
15 to July 7. During a U.N. budget 
committee meeting in December, the 
United States fought against a funding 
request for the planned four weeks of 

negotiations. But under pressure, ban 
proponents Austria, Brazil, Ireland, 
Mexico, Nigeria and South Africa, the 
United States withdrew its opposition 
and the funding was OK’d.
In a leaked document sent to NATO 

members in October, before the U.N. 
First Committee decision, the United 
States urged opposition to the resolution 
and a boycott of the negotiations. U.S. 
marching orders were disobeyed by al-
lies including The Netherlands, India, 
and Pakistan which all abstained (and 
by Italy which voted yes).
The “capability” of the U.S. nuclear 

arsenal is already redundant, according 
to Mr. Trump’s nominee to head the 
Pentagon. In January 2015, Gen. James 
Mattis ridiculed our 450 land-based 
missiles, telling the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee, “You should ask: ‘Is 
it time to reduce the triad … removing 
the land-based missiles?’” 
Mattis is friends with former Defense 

Secretary William Perry, who earlier 
called for eliminating the same missiles. 
They should be scrapped, Perry says, 
because “They’re not needed.” 
The same position is advocated by 

Gen. James Cartwright, a former vice 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
a former commander of U.S. nuclear 
forces, and by former Republican Sena-
tor and former Secretary of Defense 
Chuck Hagel.
To “greatly strengthen and expand” 

the explosive, incendiary and cancer-
ous power of H-bombs is militarily 
irrational, economically bankrupting, 
and environmentally self-destructive. 
The Nobel Prize-winning Physicians for 
Social Responsibility, which has studied 
the subject for four decades, reported in 
2014 that just 100 nuclear warheads — if 
detonated — could plunge the Earth into 
a smoke-clouded darkness long enough 
to destroy agriculture and starve billions 
of people to death. 
The United States has 7,000 warheads, 

70 times the “strength” to do ourselves 
in. But then, Mr. Trump and his sup-
porters would have to read something 
to know this.

John LaForge, syndicated by Peace-
Voice, is co-director of Nukewatch, a 
peace and environmental justice group 
in Wisconsin.

Surprise: Trump 
far off base with 
nuclear comments

We want to hear from you.  
Send your letters to: letters@pressandjournal.com, or 20 S. Union St., Middletown, Pa. 17057

 Letters may be edited for accuracy, clarity and length.

YOUR VIEWS ARE WELCOME

READERVIEW

I want to take this time and thank the 
Middletown football team on a great 
season.
What you have accomplished will 

never be forgotten in our community 
... what you showed on the field every 
Friday night and Saturdays.
You showed the hard work, dedication, 

discipline, sportsmanship, teamwork 
that make a great team. 
The way you represented “the town” 

made us proud. 
As we move into the winter sports, 

I got the pleasure of meeting some of 
the young men with the help of my 
daughter.
I was able to match the faces with the 

numbers on the jersey and see them 

without the helmet.
Not only were they great on the field to 

watch — it was a pleasure meeting these 
young men and having a conversation. 
What a great group. 
Thank you, coach Brett Myers and his 

staff, for building a great foundation 
and bringing Middletown football back!
I would also like to thank the Blue 

Wave Marching Band, cheerleaders, 
boosters, the parents and families of 
all these students and the community 
for backing and supporting these young 
men.
What a ride it was.
A season to remember!

Jake Burger
Middletown

Blue Raiders football was 
a season to remember

Should county, local and state 
governments as well as businesses  

be required to accept payments  
in coin money?

Randy Thomas: Within reason. If you put the burden on any 
business to have to take the time and the manpower or the cost 
of a coin counter on a business then you can expect that busi-
ness to pass on that cost to ALL consumers.
Steffney Pearce: Hello? Money is money. If they don't want 

it, then you shouldn't owe it!
Ginny Parkhill DeLano: Well, it's legal tender isn't it?!
Pete McConnell: Refusing money = exoneration

To “greatly strengthen and 
expand” the explosive, 
incendiary and cancer-
ous power of H-bombs 
is militarily irrational, 
economically bankrupting, 
and environmentally self-
destructive. 

President
Barack Obama, The White House, 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111 or 
202-456-1414. www.whitehouse.gov.
U.S. Senate
Sen. Pat Toomey, 248 Russell Senate 

Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
20510, 202-224-4254. www.toomey.
senate.gov.
Sen. Bob Casey, 393 Russell Senate 

Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
20510, 202- 224-6324 or 866-802-
2833. www.casey.senate.gov.
U.S. House
Rep. Lou Barletta, 115 Cannon 

HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202-
225-6511 or 855-241-5144. barletta.
house.gov.
Rep. Charlie Dent, 2211 Rayburn 

House Office Building, Washington, 

D.C. 20515, 202-225-6411. dent.
house.gov.
Governor
Gov. Tom Wolf, 508 Main Capitol 

Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120. 717-787-2500. 

www.governor.pa.gov.
State Legislature
Rep. Tom Mehaffie, district office, 250 

W. Chocolate Ave., Suite 2, Hershey, 
PA 17033. 717-534-1323. tmehaffie@
pahousegop.com. www.repmehaffie.
com.
Rep. David S. Hickernell, 43A East 

Wing, P.O. Box 202098, Harrisburg, 
PA 17120-2098. 717-783-2076. dhick-
ern@pahousegop.com.
Sen. Mike Folmer, Senate Box 

203048, Harrisburg, PA 17120-3048. 
Room: 337 Main Capitol. 717-787-
5708 or 877-222-1897. 
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President Trump should kill the renewable fuel standard, let ethanol stand on its own

TOMHORTON

• “Could’ve- should’ve gone Union.”

•  “To be on the ‘new’ Middletown 
School Board do you have to be wealthy, 
apply after the deadline and from Lower 
Swatara?”

• “Print his stories. He wasn’t afraid, 
why are you?”

•  “So if the borough stops the sale of 
Harborton Place and when the next flood 
happens does that mean the residents 
can’t get help, and the borough won’t 
get help either. We are in a flood zone do 
what’s right let the state buy it and help 
the residents out. So can the people that 
can’t afford to move out of the flood zone 
can they sue the borough if they don’t 
sell and there is another flood and they 
can’t get help?”

• “So many good Face book Christians 
out there – ‘Jesus is the reason for the 

season.’ Read it over and over this year, 
but wait, if the day we celebrate the birth 
of our Lord and Savior conflicts with the 
day Santa Claus brings us presents, do 
NOT expect us to be there in worship. If 
this is you, you are playing right into the 
hand of those that say religion is a farce 
and Christianity is full of hypocrites. 
There were even churches that cancelled 
their Sunday services this year...why? 
What does that say about our priorities? 

These churches KNEW their members 
were not going to come and didn’t want 
them to feel guilty, I guess. Jesus is not 
just there for you when it is convenient or 
He doesn’t have something better to do.”

• “For the love of God, Mayor Curry, 
at least wait until the Press And Journal 
goes on the newsstands to go on Facebook 
and ‘defend’ yourself. What is with all 
the Facebook posts? We know you care 
about the town and about us. You have 
to know you are doing a good job as 
Mayor. Why do you have this incessant 
need for 110 people to comment (suck up 
to you) and agree with you? You cannot 
possibly be that insecure. Please stay off 
of Facebook.”

• “I hope Ron Paul runs in the next lo-
cal election. Thank you Ron for caring 
and trying.”

•  “I am a proud Democrat. I am not 

whining about Trump winning so stop 
lumping everyone in one group. I am 
not afraid of him getting me a job I have 
been working since I was 14 years old, 
two jobs most of the time.”

• “The state should of never have left 
it up to the borough to turn down the 
state for a buyout of Harborton Place. 
Middletown is greedy and they put their 
needs ahead of the people of Harborton 
Place. Why didn’t the state just come in 
and buy it, $20,000 for what? Look at all 
the money they waste on their chambers. 
Middletown needs to be audited to see 
where all the money is going. Wait till 
the next big flood, and it is coming. They 
will wish they took the deal because they 
will end up with nothing. Remember the 
state won’t help next time.”

• “Based on the 12/28/16 Sound Off 
comments, quite a few of you have gone 
off your meds.”

SOUNDOFF You may email your Sound Off any time day or 
night, at our website: www.pressandjournal.com.

Sound Off is published as a 
venue for our readers to ex-
press their personal opinions 
and does not express the 
opinions of the Press And 
Journal. Sound Off is pub-
lished in the Viewpoints sec-
tions but is not intended to be 
read as news reports. 

MERRILLMATTHEWS

You’ll be ticked off when messing with biodiversity
Protecting the en-

vironment is usually 
easier to the extent we 
can link it to human 
health concerns. The 
tough federal Clean 
Air Act, for exam-
ple, has been driving 
the Chesapeake Bay 
cleanup by reducing nitrogen pollution 
from dirty air; but the real impetus 
for the law is the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s estimate that it’s 
saving more than 160,000 human lives 
each year.
A far tougher sell has been promot-

ing biodiversity, by maintaining and 
restoring the full suite of plants and 
animals and natural habitats that are 
under assault here and globally.
Growing documentation of wild 

nature’s “ecosystem services” has 
helped: from pollution removal by 
oysters and wetlands, to forests’ ca-
pacity to absorb CO2 and mitigate 

climate change. But none of this has 
proved to be the big persuader for 
decision makers.
“But what if the loss of biodiversity 

made you sick…made you and your 
family more likely to be exposed to 
infectious diseases?” asks ecologist 
Richard Ostfeld in his groundbreaking 
2011 book “Lyme Disease-The Ecol-
ogy of a Complex System.”
Nationally, cases of Lyme disease 

have tripled in the last 25 years; and 
it’s becoming the most common tick-
borne malady in the United States. 
The Northeast is the epicenter, but 
substantial portions of the Chesa-
peake region are at high risk, too. It 
is no coincidence, Ostfeld said, that 
Lyme-prone areas are where human 
disruption of forests and other natural 
habitats prevail.
For more than two decades, Ostfeld 

and his colleagues at the Cary Institute 
of Ecosystem Studies in south-central 
New York’s Dutchess County have 

live-trapped hundreds of thousands 
of woodland mammals, and on each 
painstakingly counted the blacklegged 
ticks that transmit Lyme to humans. 
That often involves holding the 
animals — from mice to possums, 
squirrels to shrews — in captivity on 
screens over pans of water for days, 
until all of the ticks on them drop off 
to be identified.
Their work recalls terms I used to 

hear bay scientists use: “the lumpers,” 
researchers who seek the complex, 
holistic view, like Ostfeld. On the 
other end are “the splitters,” who work 
the microscopic end of the spectrum, 
narrowly focused.
Both may arrive at valuable insights, 

but Ostfeld’s book shows how our 
tendency to find quick and simple 
solutions to Lyme after it emerged (in 
Lyme, Connecticut) in the 1970s did 
us no favors.
First, it was white-tailed deer — their 

numbers had exploded as Lyme dis-

ease had burgeoned, and they carried 
vast numbers of blacklegged ticks 
— still misidentified as deer ticks. 
But years of studies couldn’t reliably 
correlate deer numbers and Lyme 
disease. Indeed, only a tiny fraction 
of the ticks on deer became infected 
with the bacterium that causes Lyme 
when the ticks bite humans.
Then it was white-footed mice, which 

did turn out to be highly effective at 
infecting their ticks with the Lyme bac-
teria. Widespread in the environment, 
they appear the perfect source of the 
problem. Chipmunks and shrews also 
contribute significantly, Ostfeld found.
But it turns out to be far more 

complicated than how many “good” 
transmitters of Lyme are in the woods. 
Just as significant is how many other 
species are around that attract a lot of 
ticks, but eat them when grooming, or 
just don’t infect them like the mice do.
Opossums, for example, turn out 

to be veritable “ecological traps” 

for the blacklegged tick, consuming 
thousands of them a week, passing 
on extremely few that might ever 
infect a human. The bottom line is 
that a diverse woodland community 
of animals contains many such traps 
for the ticks that otherwise might bite 
a mouse or chipmunk and become 
likely transmitters of Lyme.
Also clear is that forests fragmented 

and otherwise disrupted by humans 
clearly favor those mammals that are 
better Lyme transmitters. We need to 
think, Ostfeld said, of managing our 
landscapes for ecological health to 
promote human health. Think more 
like diplomats who try to understand 
the complexities, versus warriors who 
train deadly fire on the immediate 
threat at hand.
Most of us would still go for the 

simple, direct approach, hoping for 
a vaccine to immunize us, or a toxic 
chemical to neutralize mice or ticks. 
None of these approaches shows 

much near-term promise; nor would 
it carry the manifold other benefits of 
healthier forests.
The implications of biodiversity as an 

agent of human health, Ostfeld wrote, 
go well beyond Lyme disease. There is 
evidence, he said, for similar relation-
ships with West Nile virus (high bird 
diversity dramatically decreases risk), 
with hantaviruses, and likely with the 
Zika virus.
The ecological approach to human 

health, like the diplomatic approach 
to peace, can be annoyingly slow and 
dizzyingly complicated. But the link is 
becoming clear, and making it may be 
the best hope for a sustainable world.
 
Tom Horton has written about the 

Chesapeake Bay for more than 40 
years, including eight books. He 
lives in Salisbury, where he is also a 
professor of environmental studies at 
Salisbury University. Distributed by 
Bay Journal News Service.

The professional certification industry is boom-
ing. In the last three decades, the number of oc-
cupational licenses, industry certifications and 
other post-secondary credentials awarded has 
jumped 800 percent. 
There are now thousands of certifying institu-

tions. The advent of online learning has empow-
ered students to earn those credentials at their own 
pace, in their own time, anywhere in the world. 
In theory, this is a positive development. Professional certifi-

cates often may represent a lower-cost alternative to traditional 
college and can equip people with the skills they need to launch 
solid careers. 
In practice, though, the certification industry is a complicated 

maze. It’s nearly impossible for applicants to determine whether 
a program is high-quality. 
And it’s equally difficult for employers to determine what skills 

a certificate actually conveys. The result? Frustrated students 
making costly spending decisions, a diversion of tax dollars from 
more useful purposes, and businesses unable to recruit workers 
with the proper training.
There is serious demand for the skills professional certificates can 

impart. In the early 1970s, just a quarter of jobs required a college 
degree or postsecondary certification. Today, three in five do. 
Consider the health care sector, where one in every four new 

jobs is created. Most of these positions require some specialized 
post-secondary training — but not a college degree that too often 
comes with substantial student debt. These jobs pay handsomely 
with good benefits. 
The median salary for a critical care nurse or sonographer, for 

instance, approaches $70,000. Plus, these positions provide job 
security and cannot easily be outsourced. 
The nation’s certification programs, though, vary widely in qual-

ity. Of the 4,000 official certification bodies in this country, just 
10 percent are accredited or assessed by a third party. Workers, 
unsurprisingly, have a hard time navigating this maze. Many end 
up wasting their money on low-quality programs that provide 
credentials with little market value. On the flip side, employers 
are often stuck guessing if a particular certification actually re-
flects concrete competencies and whether an applicant is really 
prepared for the job.
These inefficiencies are major contributors to our skills gap. 

There are plenty of jobs in this country; there just aren't enough 
qualified workers to fill them.
Right now, there are about 6 million open positions that employ-

ers can't fill. Most are in skilled professions like manufacturing 
and information technology. A recent survey of top CEOs from 
the Business Roundtable found that 97 percent see the skills gap 
as a major problem. 
The joblessness resulting from these skills mismatch has hit 

men particularly hard. Despite the overall unemployment rate 
bouncing back to pre-recession levels — it currently stands at 4.9 
percent — 15 percent of working-age men can’t find paid work. 
That statistic is close to where it was during the Great Depression.
Creating real transparency and accountability in the certifica-

tion and credentials market can fix this problem and put more 
Americans back to work. 
That’s why we here at the Business Roundtable have joined 

forces with the Lumina Foundation to launch Credential Engine, 
an online certification registry empowering workers and employers 
to search and compare programs. Students can provide real-time 
feedback about program quality. And employers can publicize 
the specific programs they value. 
We need to fix the certification market. Done right, these pro-

grams can empower people into a field with solid earnings and 
lasting job satisfaction. 
The Credential Engine will be the first step in fixing a broken 

system. 

John Engler, who served as the governor of Michigan from 1991 
to 2003, is president of the Business Roundtable.

JOHNENGLER
Here’s how to fix 
America’s broken 
credentialing system

President-elect Don-
ald Trump cruised to 
victory promising to 
get rid of the mandate 
to buy health insur-
ance. While he’s at it, 
how about getting rid 
of the mandate to buy 
ethanol?
The federal government mandates 

that virtually all gasoline include 
ethanol, known as the Renewable 
Fuel Standard. The Environmental 
Protection Agency, which oversees the 
ethanol program, recently released its 
2017 guidelines for increased ethanol 
usage, calling for nearly 19 billion gal-
lons of renewable fuel — an increase 

of nearly 700 million gallons over the 
2016 level. 
When Congress first embraced etha-

nol, legislators thought adding it to 
gasoline would stretch fuel supplies, be 
cheaper and better for the environment, 
and reduce our reliance on oil imports. 
As is turns out, most of those assump-

tions are no longer true.
First, ethanol hurts drivers. Existing 

blends provide fewer miles per gallon, 
forcing drivers to pay more to travel. 
According to the Institute for Energy 
Research, the RFS has saddled Ameri-
can drivers with an extra $83 billion 
at the pump. 
Second, increasing the percentage of 

ethanol in our gasoline past the current 

10 percent “blend wall” could harm 
engines, especially in older cars. But 
Congress mandated that oil refiner-
ies increase annually the amount of 
ethanol they mix with gasoline. The 
problem is that gasoline usage has 
remained relatively flat since the 
recession, so the only way to meet 
the mandate is to increase the ethanol 
blend — putting engines at risk. 
Third, ethanol production hurts the 

environment. About 40 percent of corn 
grown in the United States goes into 
our gas tanks. Farmers have plowed 
up massive tracts of grassland and 
wetlands to plant more corn, which is 
the key ingredient in ethanol. 
That conversion releases carbon 

stored in soil, plus the corn must be 
harvested, transported and refined 
before being added to gasoline. The 
non-profit Environmental Working 
Group has called the increased use of 
ethanol a “climate disaster.” 
The Energy Independence and Secu-

rity Act of 2007, while increasing the 
amount of ethanol to be added to gas, 
required the EPA to provide reports 
assessing the ethanol program. The 
EPA produced its first report in 2012, 
but failed to meet the next deadline. 
As a result, the agency’s inspector 

general recently called out the EPA for 
neglecting this obligation, noting that 
the agency “has not complied with the 
requirement to provide a report every 

3 years to Congress.” 
The inspector general furthered that 

the “information is needed to fully 
inform the EPA, Congress and other 
stakeholders of the environmental 
impacts of U.S. biofuel policy.” 
Agency officials promised to produce 

the next assessment by 2017. Why 
the delay? Maybe the EPA knows the 
United States no longer needs renew-
able fuels to wean itself off foreign 
energy. Thanks to the rapid expansion 
of the domestic oil and gas industry, 
this country has passed Russia and 
Saudi Arabia as the world's top energy 
producer.  Eliminating the RFS would 
also increase demand for gasoline, 
stoking renewed domestic production 

and accelerating our march to total 
energy independence.
During the presidential primaries, 

Trump proclaimed his support for etha-
nol in Iowa, a big ethanol-producing 
state. But since Trump understands 
why a mandate has skewed the health-
care market, he should understand 
why an ethanol mandate could skew 
the energy market. 
We don’t need to eliminate the ethanol 

industry, just the mandate to use it. Let 
consumers decide at the pump if they 
want ethanol in their gasoline. 

Merrill Matthews is a resident 
scholar with the Institute for Policy 
Innovation in Dallas, Texas. 

PETERPITTS
Congress ignoring drug safety with CREATES Act
Over 60 percent of 

Americans want the gov-
ernment to take action 
to lower prescription 
drug prices, according 
to a new Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation survey.  
Congress, for once, is 
listening to voters. 
Lawmakers are pushing forward with 

the Creating and Restoring Equal Access 
to Equivalent Samples (CREATES) Act. 
The bill’s sponsors hope a series of new 
legal provisions will make it easier for 
drug companies to introduce generic 
alternatives, thus spurring competition 
and bringing down prices. 
The bill is well-intentioned. Unfor-

tunately, it’s also worded extremely 
poorly. Instead of bringing generics to 
market sooner, the bill could endanger 
patients’ lives and encourage costly, 
needless litigation. 
The proposed law would address con-

flicts between innovator drug companies 
and their generic competitors. To protect 
consumers, the FDA requires that new 
drugs undergo a series of clinical trials 
to prove their safety and effectiveness 
before entering the market.  
Generic drugs must also complete 

clinical trials, but only to prove they’re 
clinically similar to the already approved 
brand-name drug. The generic drug 
creation process inherently requires that 
manufacturers obtain brand-name drug 
samples from innovators for compara-
tive testing.
Many drugs are so potent, or have such 

dangerous side effects, that the FDA 
requires drug companies to develop and 
abide by specialized safety protocols, 
called “Risk Evaluation and Mitigation 

Strategies,” when selling or dispensing 
these medicines.
Generic drug companies are accusing 

brand-name manufacturers of dragging 
out negotiations regarding these Risk 
Evaluation and Mitigation Strategies 
to avoid handing over drug samples. 
Without the samples for comparative 
testing, generic manufacturers can't enter 
the market. And without competition, the 
brand-name manufacturers get to keep 
selling their medicines at inflated prices, 
even after the patent has expired.
That's why some in Congress want to 

pass the CREATES Act. The bill would 
allow generic drug manufacturers to sue 
brand-name manufacturers if they fail to 
hand over their drug samples for testing 
within 31 days, or if the companies do 
not reach an agreement on shared Risk 
Evaluation and Mitigation Strategies for 
risky drugs. 
Nobody wants brand-name companies 

to drag their feet and keep prices higher 
longer than necessary. But the CREATES 
Act’s language is so imprecise that it 
could lead to potent medicines falling 
into the wrong hands, without adequate 
safeguards for patients.  
The bill strips the FDA of its watchdog 

role. Even if a generic drug maker’s 
proposed Risk Evaluation and Mitigation 
Strategies are inadequate, the FDA has 
no authority to reject or halt the transfer 
of medicines to the generic company 
for testing. 
The experts at the FDA would have no 

choice but to approve the transfer within 
90 days, even if they think doing so would 
put patients in danger. 
The bill also lets generic drug compa-

nies sue innovators for not handing over 
samples within 31 days of a request, even 

if both companies are actively negotiat-
ing the terms of the sample distribution 
and safety protocols. 
And though the proposed law requires 

innovators and generic companies to 
strike transfer deals on “commercially 
reasonable market based terms,” the law 
doesn’t clarify what that means. 
Congress deserves praise for trying to 

bring generic medicines to market faster, 
thereby relieving consumers from high 
drug prices. Yet good intentions don’t 

change the fact that the CREATES Act, as 
constructed, is deeply flawed. Congress 
could help consumers by reworking 
the law to ensure it stops isolated bad 
behavior without gutting safeguards for 
patients or enabling unscrupulous trial 
lawyers to file costly, pointless suits. 

Peter J. Pitts, a former FDA associate 
commissioner, is the president and co-
founder of the Center for Medicine in 
the Public Interest.
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Church

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown

Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor

Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages

Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel

Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

    CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   

Parish Office 944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor

Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm

Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown

944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF

Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street • 944-5835

Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

New Beginnings Church
at the Riverside Chapel

630 South Union St., Middletown • 388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am

Pastor BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"

890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of 441 & Ebenezer Road)

Phone 939-0766 
Sunday Worship:

Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am

Christian Child Care - 985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor

www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown

717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 

Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 944-4322

Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown

PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
PASTOR JAMES LYLES, 10xBetter

Phone 944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown

Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Pennsylvania 
Family 
Roots

GENEALOGY

Sharman Meck Carroll 
PO Box 72413, Thorndale, PA 19372

pafamroots@msn.com

Calvary Church has been a part of 
the Middletown Borough community 
since 1936. It has been our privilege to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ 
all these years and to do so knowing 
the good news has never changed in 
over 2000 years. We firmly hold to the 
Apostles Creed and the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and its Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching 
what Scripture teaches. If we believe 
the Gospel of Christ, then by trusting 
in his death and resurrection for sin-
ners we can and will be forgiven and 
saved from God’s wrath. 

Please join us each Sunday to hear 
the Gospel.
 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. and 

6 p.m. We are located at the corner 
of Spruce and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellowship 
meal following the 10:15 a.m. morning 
service on the first Sunday of every 
month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes for 
all ages at 9 a.m., and a Bible Study 
each Wednesday at 7 p.m. We are now 
studying the Gospel of Luke. 
 Feel free to contact us with questions 

at 944-5835.

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Middletown

Evangelical Church meets on the 
corner of Spruce and Water streets at 
157 E. Water St., Middletown, south 
of Main St., behind the Turkey Hill 
convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: 
Sunday school is at 9 a.m. and wor-
ship is at 10:15 a.m. When you walk 
in the door, you will see people of all 
ages and walks of life, some dressed 
formally and others casually in jeans 
and sneakers. Come as you are.
 Our greeters wear nametags, so they 

are easy to find and they will be happy 
to help you if you need any assistance 
or have a question. We celebrate 
communion the first Sunday of each 
month. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, 
and as a congregation in the United 

Methodist Church, we welcome all 
(baptized or un-baptized) to partake 
of the holy sacrament. We invite 
you to experience life at Evangelical 
UMC. Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching for 
the meaning of life, or want to know 
more about Jesus, our doors are open 
for you. Check our website to learn 
more about us: www.eumch.org.
This week’s schedule of activities is 

as follows:
 Wed., Jan. 4: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 

Anonymous Group Book Study; 6:30 
p.m., Choir practice.
 Thurs., Jan. 5: 6 p.m., Girl Scout 

meeting.
 Tues., Jan. 10: 2 p.m., Prayer Shawl 

Ministry; 7 p.m., Church Council.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Middletown

New Beginnings Church of Middle-
town is an independent body of believ-
ers offering God’s invitation for a new 
beginning to all who seek it. We exist 
to meet the spiritual, emotional and 
physical needs of all people through 
faith in Jesus Christ. We are a Safe 
Sanctuary congregation. Our church 
steeple bell tolls four times at the be-
ginning of worship, one for the Father, 
the Son, the Holy Spirit and you.
 New Beginnings Church invites 

you to worship with us each Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children’s 
church is provided. Our congrega-
tion meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 
S. Union St., next to the Rescue Fire 
Company. Sunday School for all ages 
is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. Youth Fellow-
ship is from 5 to 7 p.m. For additional 
church information call 944-9595. For 
security purposes our back and side 
doors will be locked every Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of 
worship. The only door for entry after 
that will be the front door.
 Wednesdays: Craft Group, 1 p.m.; 

Choir rehearsals, 6:30 p.m.; Praise 
Band rehearsals, 7:45 p.m.   
 Sociable Seniors group meets the 1st 

and 3rd Monday of every month from 
1 to 3 p.m.; Intercessory Prayer Group 
meets Thursdays at 6 p.m.; Blanket 
making is the 2nd Thursday of every 
month at 9 a.m. 
We clean the Middletown Food Bank 

the 3rd Saturday every other month. 
Everyone is welcome to participate in 
these important areas of our church 
life.
 Pastor Britt writes a daily devotional 

on Facebook page, “One Way, One 
Truth, One Life.” We invite all to 
read it.
 Nursery: Dana Rhine, Evette Gra-

ham. January ushers: Dana and Jeff 
Rhine, Bonny and Joel Guzzo. Greeter 
for January: Dick Wagner. 
 Men’s Group meets every Thursday 

morning at 6 a.m. for prayer. Com-
munity men invited.
 Wooden pickets for our prayer gar-

den, inscribed for the fence, are being 
sold for a cost in memory of, honor 
of, or family name. Contact Michelle 
Strohecker at 717-982-5068. Our 8 
ft. cross, made out of nails, is in the 
prayer garden in the back of the yard 
and is illuminated every night. Drive 
by and see it.
 Our Sunday worship service is 

broadcast on the MAHS radio sta-
tion, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. every 
Sunday afternoon. Listen on the radio 
or the Internet at www.pennlive.com/
wmss/audio. Check us out on our 
website at www.newbeginningsch-
urchmiddletownpa.com.
 Pastor Britt’s parting words each 

Sunday: “Nothing in this world is 
more important than the love of Jesus 
Christ!” We invite you to come and 
experience this love.

New Beginnings Church
Middletown

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring 
& Union Streets (121 N. Spring St), 
Middletown.
We are a Reconciling In Christ 

Church.
 Please join us for worship. Our wor-

ship times are: Wednesday morning at 
10 a.m., Saturday evening at 5 p.m., 
Sunday morning worship is at 10 a.m., 
Sunday Church School for all ages 
begins at 9 a.m. starting January 8, 
2017. Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast at 11 a.m. on WMSS 
91.1FM. Our Saturday service is a 
casual traditional service. This service 
is usually 45 minutes in length. Please 
enter the church through the parking 
lot door.
Church and Community Events:
 Wed., Jan. 4: 10 a.m., Holy Commu-

nion, Chapel; 7 p.m., Chancel Choir.
 Fri., Jan. 6: Epiphany of Our Lord; 

10 a.m., Holy Communion – Chapel.
 Sat., Jan. 7: 5 p.m., Holy Com-

munion.
 Sun., Jan. 8: Baptism of Our Lord; 9 

a.m., Confirmation/Church School; 10 
a.m., Holy Communion (C).
 Mon., Jan. 9: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., Com-

munity dinner. Everyone is invited. 
Our entrée is lasagna and there is a 
cost per meal. 
 Tues., Jan. 10: 6:30 p.m., Congrega-

tion Council. 
 Food Pantry News:
  Soups, canned fruits, veggies, ce-

reals, condiments, baking products, 
noodles, canned meat products (tuna, 
chicken, etc.) and personal care items 
are always desired necessities. Items 
collected are taken to the Middletown 
Area Interfaith Food Pantry located at 
201 Wyoming St., Royalton. Individu-
als may also take items directly to the 
food pantry, which is open Tuesdays 
and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
The Community Action Commission 
office is open Tuesdays, from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the same location.
 Visit our website at www.stpe-

tersmiddletown.org.
 Scripture for January 8: Isa 42:1-9; 

Ps 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matt 3:13-17.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Middletown
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Johann Heinrich Seidel Germany To America
 Johann H. Seidel, born 1732 in Straussberg, Germany, came on the ship 

“Brothers” landing at Philadelphia on September 10, 1751. According to the 
custom of the time, he was sold for his passage, as he was too poor to pay 
his own way. He obtained his freedom the next year, and proceeded to Read-
ing, Berks County, Pa., where in time he became a large landowner, having 
considerable property in Bern Township, and 400 acres in Maiden Creek 
Township. Farming became his occupation. In 1786 he returned to Germany 
and entered a mercantile business there. He was, however, chiefly identified 
with the farming interests of Maiden Creek Township.  In his early days in 
this country, he participated in the Indian wars under Capt. Hiester and later 
he served in the Revolutionary war. During the latter struggle his wife and 
children carried on the farm.
 In 1760 Johann H. Seidel married Anna Catherine Rodmacher, born January 

19, 1738-died February 9, 1808. Johann died August 21, 1801, was buried 
at Zion’s Church in Perry Township. To this union were six sons: Michael, 
Henry, Daniel, John, Philip and Jacob, and three daughters: Mary, Margaret, 
female unknown.
 Michael spelled his surname Seydel. He was born in Bern Township on Oc-

tober 28, 1761-died February 24, 1837. He married Catherine Zunbrohin, born 
March 8, 1765-died November 29, 1830; both are buried in the old cemetery 
at Bern Church. Among their children were: Daniel, born 1793-died 1877; 
Michael, owned a farm in Upper Tulpehocken, on which he died, had a son 
Daniel, who lived at Strausstown: Elizabeth born 1798-died 1883; Johannes, 
born 1800-died 1873; and two daughters.
 Daniel Seidel, son of Michael, was born on his father’s farm on August 22, 

1793-died March 4, 1877, buried at the Bern Church Cemetery. He was an 
extensive farmer in Bern Township, owning three tracts, consisting in all of 500 
acres. He married Martha Robinson, born November 1, 1798-died October 11, 
1873. Their children were: Benneville, born 1822-died in 1888, lived in Bern 
Township, had 14 children who all lived to maturity: Michael; Mary married 
Abraham Becker of Bern Township; Eliza married Daniel Gicker; Lavina 
married John Snyder; Elias, born 1836, married Caroline Faust, had two sons, 
Elias and Francis F., was a prominent undertaker at Reading. He died in 1862; 
and Lucy married Jacob Strouse of Penn Township.
 Michael Seidel, son of Daniel was born on the family farm in Bern Town-

ship in 1824-died in August 1886. He was a laborer, working for a number of 
years in a stone quarry. He owned a tract of twenty-eight acres near Seidel’s 
School. He was a Lutheran member of Bern Church. He married Caroline 
Unger, daughter of Daniel Unger, and they had seven children: Henry U; 
Amos married Caroline Fritterich, their children: John, William, Harry and 
Stella; Isabella married Jonathan Hettinger of Kansas; Rosabella married 
Frank Moyer of Reading; Annabella married Morgan Machmer of Reading; 
Aliceabella married George Manger; Oliver lives in Kansas.
 Henry U. Seidel married Matilda Wert in 1874, daughter of Benjamin and 

Matilda (Loose).  They had five children: Nora died young; Gertrude died age 
of two; Tamey married Frank Seyfrit of Bern Township; Jennie married James 
Hull of Bern Township; and Ammon.

Lykens Township History Volume One
Lykens Township

 I have been waiting for the Lykens Township history book for eight years 
when it was announced to me, which I was so excited when I heard the volume 
one was competed.
WOW! I can’t put it down! My Zerbe and Koppenhaver family and other 

family names just to name a few. It is well done with table of contents by 
chapter and genealogies, and much more.
With 70 page index, family pictures and more.

Lykens Township History Volume Two Is Nearing Completion
 The second volume of the Lykens Township History is researched and 

assembled. There are several areas of the book that need updating, but the 
process should be completed and ready for publication in the very near future. 
This volume two covers the north side of Lykens Township from Route 25 to 
Luxemberg Road and the small village of Spain. Then it follows Luxemberg 
Road east to Redman, and covers the area surrounding the town of Gratz, 
also, the territory east of Gratz to the border of Schuylkill County. The same 
type of information is included in this volume as was covered in volume one.
 Volume two has more history, and therefore more pages. The cost of that 

volume has not been set. Information will be available as soon as possible.
Die Tseiding, The Gratz Historical Society, Volume 32, #4, October 2016

2017 Society News
 Mid-Atlantic Germanic Society Spring Conference on March 17-18, 2017 

at Doubletree, Laurel, Md. For more information write to: www.magsgen.com. 

Palatines to America, Ohio Chapter, April 22, 2017, Spring Seminar, Colum-
bus Metropolitan Library, Main Branch, 96 S. Grant Avenue, Columbus, Ohio. 
“Beyond the Obvious- German Genealogy.” Presenting Dr. Fritz Juengling from 
the family History Library.  Registration will be available online at: https://
oh-palam.org/registrernow.php or with check payable to Ohio Chapter-Palam, 
Joe Stamm, 3930 Lander Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022-1329; for questions, 
e-mails: lindabelle@lcs.net.

Ohio Genealogical Society Conference, “Genealogy Gone Wild,” Kalahari 
Resort, Sandusky, Ohio. For more information: www.ogsconference.org.

Berks History Center - 2017 - 940 Centre Avenue, Reading, PA 19601. Berks 
History Conference - April 22, 2017: Join us for our 2nd annual gathering of 
history enthusiasts that features informative lectures on Berks County history by 
academics, historian, and conservation experts. Lunch will be provided. Call for 
prices and brochure. RSVP by April 1; 610-375-4375, www.berkshistory.org.

Genealogy Tip Of The Week 
 Keep in mind that any digital or computerized database includes second-

hand information!
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by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS
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Speedway

Samuel “Chuck” Kline of Harrisburg, 
who served as a BM3, boatswain’s 
mate, petty officer third class aboard 
the USS Wasatch (AGC-9), will ad-
dress the Central Pennsylvania World 
War II Roundtable, at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 5.
The previously announced speaker, 

Guy Whidden, 101st Airborne para-
trooper, will be rescheduled to speak 
in the spring. 
Kline will speak on his World War 

II experiences as a pilot of an LCVP 
(landing craft vehicle personnel) that 
included major beach invasions of the 
South Pacific. After troops were loaded 

onto his LCVP from cargo nets hanging 
from troopships stationed offshore, he 
navigated his vessel, while under fire, 
onto the beaches of enemy held islands. 
Kline participated in several major 
beach invasions including Morotai, 
New Guinea, Leyte, Lingayen Gulf, 
and Mindanao in the Philippines and 
Balikpapan, Borneo.
The Central Pennsylvania World War 

II Roundtable is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides a forum for World 
War II veterans, authors, historians 
and citizens to share their knowledge 
and experiences related to the war. 
The meetings are open to the public, 
and anyone is invited to attend. Ad-
ditional information is available at 
www.centralww2roundtable.org, or 
by contacting Charlie Lloyd at charlie.
centralpaww2rt@gmail.com or 717-
503-2862.

The Pennsylvania Farm Show kicks 
off Saturday, Jan. 7.
The Farm Show, which features 6,000 

animals, 10,000 competitive exhibits 
and 300 commercial exhibitors, em-
phasizes the importance of agriculture 
in daily life, highlights the latest in ag 
technology and advancements, and 
offers attractions for all ages.
Admission to the show is free, but 

parking is $15 per vehicle. Shuttle 
service is provided. 
More information is available at 

www.FarmShow.state.pa.us.

PA Farm Show 
begins Jan. 7

WWII Roundtable forum 
scheduled for Jan. 5
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Boy Scout Troop 97 holds Holiday Court of Honor

Troop 97 had a lot to celebrate at their Holiday Court of Honor that included rank advancements, merit badges, awards, a guest speaker, a gift exchange, seasonal refreshments 
and a video presentation with families and friends. This tight knit group includes front row from left to right: Josh Brion, Brayden Harris, Luke Spangenberg, Owen Wealand, Leo 
Nissley, Alexander Hatt, CJ Kiessling, Garrett Little and Jason O’Donnell. Back row: Ben Spangenberg, Justin Mills, Kyle Hoyt, Bryce Mills, Scout Master Kevin Little, Keagan 
Yocum, Ben Neithercoat, Brady Neithercoat, Ian Mills, Jake O’Donnell, Mason Swartz, Cole Carlson, and Assistant Scout Master Matthew Pauley.

Master of Ceremonies Star Scout Mason Swartz recognized Committee 
Chair Ted Pauley for over 14 years of dedicated service to the Scouting 
program, Pack 97 and Troop 97. Ted’s efforts have helped make Troop 
97, according to the Boy Scout Council, the most active troop in central 
Pennsylvania.

Owen Wealand and Jason O’Donnell are thrilled to reach the rank of 
Life Scout. Their strong leadership skills will come in handy as they 
strive to reach their ultimate goal of Eagle Scout.

Scott Stine enjoyed returning to his 
roots at the Londonderry Scouting 
Complex. Stine earned his Eagle 
Scout Rank in 1996 with Troop 97 
and returned to share memories 
and words of encouragement 
during the Holiday Court of Honor.
 

Every one of these young men is a shining star and has a lot to offer to their Troop and their community. 
Those achieving the rank of Star Scout include (front row) Bryce Mills, Mason Swartz, Ian Mills, (back row) 
Kyle Hoyt and Brady Neithercoat.

Subscribe to the Press And Journal

Mail to:

Press And 
JournAl

Subscribe or renew on line: 
   www.pressandjournal.com 
or e-mail: 
   info@pressandjournal.com
or Subscribe to the E-edition 
$30/year online: 
   pressandjournal.com

Get all the local community news, 
high school sports and advertising 

delivered to your home.

Don’t miss 
another issue!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
❏ New (please allow 4-6 weeks for first delivery)          ❏ Renew (please attach mailing label)

❏ Enclosed is $30 (local - Dauphin & Lancaster counties)   $35 (in state)    $45 (out of state)        ❏ Check
Mastercard & Visa Accepted: Please call 717.944.4628 with your credit card information.

Name ________________________________________________________

Street ________________________________________________________

Town ____________________________  State _______  Zip ____________
E-mail ________________________________________________________

Last summer, Londonderry Town-
ship’s Boy Scout Troop 97 went on 
a 10-mile hike that included Round 
Top. At the top of the mountain, they 
discovered a bench with a sign indicat-
ing that it was a Troop 97 1996 Eagle 
Scout project. 
After doing some research at the 

Scout Cabin, they discovered the 
project was completed by Scott Stine. 
Stine’s mother read an article in the 
Press And Journal about the boys’ dis-
covery and passed it along to her son. 
Stine reached out to the Troop to 
give them background information 
about his project. 
There were originally three benches. 

The bench at the base of Round Top 
was destroyed by lawn maintenance 
equipment and a second bench that 
was located half way up the ridge 
was destroyed by vandals. The Troop 
reached out to him and invited him to 
be a keynote speaker at their Holiday 
Court of Honor on Dec. 20.
After earning his Eagle Scout rank 

and graduating from high school, Stine 
joined the U.S. Army, where he served 
as a captain. A graduate of both the 
U.S. Army Airborne School and the 
U.S. Army Ranger School, he served 
three tours in Iraq — in 2003, 2005 
and 2007 — totaling 30 months. As 
a platoon leader in 2005, he resolved 
numerous conflicts between coalition 
forces and Iraqis at the individual, tribe 
and local government levels. His mili-
tary decorations include two Bronze 
Stars, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
and the Presidential Unit Citation.
He is a 2002 graduate of The United 

States Military Academy at West Point 
and holds a master’s of business ad-
ministration from Webster University 
and master’s degree in education from 
Temple University. He is a teacher at 
Central Dauphin East High School, 
where he teaches finance, law and AP 
economics and is the Model United 
Nations club adviser. He is also the 
West Point admissions coordinator 
for Central Pennsylvania.   
Stine shared his thoughts about 

the fundamentals of Scouting and 
how they still impact his life today. 
His message was focused on the 
importance of prepared service. He 
encouraged the Scouts to hone their 
leadership skills as it provided him a 
base on which to build his military and 
teaching career. He also emphasized 
the importance of community service. 
One of Stine’s most memorable 

Scouting events was a klondike cam-
pout, he said. He recalled that the 
weekend was particularly cold and 
the winds were brutal. He said that 
the experience made his Army winter 
maneuvers easier as he knew what to 
expect and was prepared for whatever 
came his way.
 Also on Dec. 20, Star Scout Mason 

Swartz served as the master of ceremo-
nies for the event that had a holiday 
theme. Mason asked each of the Scouts 
to share their favorite memory of Troop 
97 from the last year. The memories 
ranged from camping events to com-
munity service projects to merit badges 
to silly moments at the cabin.
Committee Chair Ted Pauley awarded 

14 merit badges that included Citizen-
ship of the Community, Citizenship 
of the Nation, Communications and 
Indian Folklore. Assistant Scout 
Master Matthew Pauley and Scout 
Master Kevin Little distributed seven 
community service awards and 48 
camping and hiking awards.
Life Scout Jason O’Donnell and As-

sistant Scout Master Bill Lee awarded 
the rank of Star Scout to Kyle Hoyt, 
Bryce Mills, Ian Mills, Brady Neither-
coat and Mason Swartz. The rank of 
Star Scout stresses leadership. Each 
Scout serves a specific role of leader-
ship. Kyle is a patrol leader, Bryce is 
the troop guide, Ian is a patrol leader, 
Brady is the troop bugler and Mason 
serves as the troop senior patrol leader.
Life Scout Justin Mills and Assistant 

Scout Master Chris Hoyt awarded the 
rank of Life Scout to O’Donnell and 

Owen Wealand. As a Life Scout, they 
now can achieve an accomplishment 
that will be achieved by only 4 per-
cent of those boys who join Scouting 
— become an Eagle Scout. Jason 
just completed serving as the troop 
senior patrol leader and is now the 
quartermaster. Owen just completed 
serving as the cooking quartermaster 
and is now serving as a patrol leader.
Mason chose Committee Chairman 

Ted Pauley to be his “Volunteer of 
Honor.” During each Court of Honor, 
the master of ceremonies, with assis-
tance from his troop, chooses someone 
who goes above and beyond to make 
the Scouts the best that they can be. In 
the spirit of the season, Ted has been 
a true gift to the troop. He has been a 
behind the scenes anchor to not only 
the troop, but also the pack. 
Pauley has been involved with Pack 

97 and Troop 97 for 14 years. He has 
served as a committee chairman at the 
pack level and also at the troop level. 
He has recruited committee members, 

merit badge counselors and Scout 
masters. He designed and organized 
the troop’s website and Facebook 
page, which has helped increase com-
munication, and has provided a wealth 
of information to members and their 
families. He is largely responsible for 
helping to prevent the dissolving of 
Troop 97 and has helped strengthen 
the troop to where it is now. 
Upcoming events for Troop 97 

include numerous merit badges, 
snow tubing, Automotive Weekend 
Spectacular including camping/merit 
badge/Slick Willies Go Kart Racing, 
klondike derby at Camp Tuckahoe in 
Dillsburg and Camp Mack Wildlife 
weekend including Middle Creek 
Wildlife Sanctuary and Lititz Wold 
Sanctuary. 
For more information, contact Kevin 

Little at 944-1957 or Ted Pauley at 
944-2766.

Average retail gasoline prices in 
Harrisburg have risen 11.8 cents per 
gallon in the past week, averaging 
$2.54 a gallon Sunday, according to 
GasBuddy’s daily survey of 241 gas 
outlets in Harrisburg. This compares 
with the national average that has 
increased 5.6 cents per gallon in the 
last week to $2.34 a gallon. 
Including the change in gas prices 

in Harrisburg during the past week, 
prices Sunday were 43.4 cents per 
gallon higher than the same day one 
year ago and are 21.6 cents per gallon 
higher than a month ago. The national 
average has risen during the last month 
and stands 35.4 cents per gallon higher 
than this day one year ago.
According to GasBuddy historical 

data, gasoline prices on Jan. 3 in Har-
risburg have ranged widely over the 
last five years: $2.10 a gallon in 2016, 
$2.41 a gallon in 2015, $3.52 a gallon 
in 2014, $3.49 a gallon in 2013 and 
$3.35 a gallon in 2012.
Areas near Harrisburg and their cur-

rent gas price climate:
• Lancaster: $2.58 a gallon, up 12.7 

cents per gallon from last week’s 
$2.45 a gallon.

• Reading: $2.60 a gallon, up 13.2 
cents per gallon from last week’s 
$2.47 a gallon.
• York: $2.58 a gallon, up 11.6 cents 

per gallon from last week’s $2.46 a 
gallon.
“In 2016, motorists spent an aver-

age $2.13 per gallon on gasoline, the 
cheapest yearly average since 2004, 
and 28 cents lower than 2015, but if 
motorists made a resolution to pay less 
in 2017, they either broke it already or 
aren’t planning on driving for a while. 
While nearly 100,000 gas stations in 
the country were selling for $1.99 per 
gallon a year ago, fewer than 3,000 
are today. Though we may see rising 
gas prices take a brief break in early 
February, we’re unlikely to come any-
where close to last year’s low levels,” 
said Patrick DeHaan, senior petroleum 
analyst for GasBuddy.    

Area gas prices rise in past 
week, according to GasBuddy
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ut&about A historical 
lookback

So much has happened at the corner of Union and Emaus streets of late: The Tattered Flag is fully opened,  
the town clock was replaced outside of the Brownstone, discussions continue about the Elks Theatre and the Christ-

mas tree and Santa Claus’s house were put up. We dug into our archives for some views of the location in years’ past.

This undated photo shows the Elks Building that predates the one currently at the southwest corner of Union and Emaus streets.
These two undated photos show the Elks Theatre with its old facade and 
sets of doors.

On June 4, 1981, the town clock 
“met with an untimely accident,” 
the Press And Journal reported, 
when a North American Van 
Lines tractor-trailer hit it. The 
timepiece, the Press and Journal 
reported at the time, was donated 
to Middletown in 1923 by the 
Middletown Mothers Congress 
Circle in memory of the World 
War I veterans. According to 
reports, James E. Hutchinson of 
Mansfield, Ohio, was traveling 
south on Union onto Emaus we he 
ran over the curb. He was charged 
with hit-and-run and reckless 
driving. The clock hit the fencing 
around what was then Hamilton 
Bank.

Above and below, the elk head can still be seen on these undated photos of the Elks Building.

This undated photo shows the southeast corner of Union and Emaus streets, where Phist martial arts is 
now located. The roads aren’t in the best of shape.

This undated photo of the 
Elks Theatre promotes 
the movie “The Fog” on 
its marquee. That film 
came out in 1980. The 
exterior looks similar to 
what it looks like now, 
minus the marquee. 
The future of the Elks 
Theatre is unsettled, but 
is sure to be a hot topic 
of discussion in 2017, as 
it was in 2016, among 
borough officials.


