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Ron Paul and Christopher DeHart have an-
nounced their candidacy for Lower Swatara 
Township commissioner seats.
Both are running as Republicans for the 

positions held by Ben-
jamin Hall and Laddie 
Springer. Primaries 
are in May and the 
general election is in 
November.
“We thought we’d 

give the public the 
opportunity for some 
choices,” Paul said. 
“We’re going to pur-
sue it and see how it 
goes.”
Paul was passed over 

for a vacant board seat 
late last year for Hall. 
The commission-
ers appointed Hall, 
a 22-year township 
resident, to fill the seat 
Dec. 21. Board Presi-
dent Tom Mehaffie 
resigned from the post 
on Nov. 30 after he was 
elected to represent the 
106th District in the state House. 
As a team, Paul and DeHart’s goals are 

to keep taxes low via smart growth, have 
transparency in local government, support 
a fully staffed police force and the Lower 
Swatara Fire Department and EMS, upgrade 
critical infrastructure, make effective use of 
Lower Swatara Township recreation areas, 
develop solid relationships with neighbor-
ing municipalities, and create policies and 
actions that provide a safe and attractive 
community for residents and businesses.
Both are familiar with the challenges of 

public service. Paul spent 35 years in town-
ship roles, as planning and zoning director, 
Municipal Authority manager, manager 
and secretary. He retired in January 2012.
“Quite honestly, I feel like I can help,” 

Paul said.
DeHart served as a member of the Lower 

Swatara Volunteer Fire Department for 30 
years, walking away in 2015 after complet-
ing his four-year term as fire chief. Other 
roles he served while with the fire depart-
ment include vice president, trustee, lieu-
tenant and captain. He also was the project 
manager for the designing and constructing 
of the new firehouse.
DeHart is a former member of the Lower 

Swatara Planning Commission and was a 
member of the township’s Comprehensive 
Planning Commission in 2016.
“We want to continue to make things better 

for the residents,” DeHart said. “We want 
to make the township better as a whole.”

Paul

DeHart

Press And Journal file photos
Robert Reid, left, and Harold Denton talk at Penn State Harrisburg during an event marking the 35th anniversary of the accident in April 
2014.

‘HERO OF TMI’ PASSES AWAY

Harold Denton, left, with Dick Thornburgh 
and Jimmy Carter at TMI in 1979.

For many Americans, Denton was 
calming force following 1979 accident
Press And Journal Staff 

The “Hero of the TMI Accident” passed away 
Monday, Feb. 13, after a lengthy illness.
Harold Denton, President Jimmy Carter’s envoy 

in the Three Mile Island crisis in 1979, died in 
Knoxville at age 80 following a lengthy battle 
with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and 
Alzheimer’s disease. 
Denton became a celebrity to those who remem-

ber his calmness amid the chaos of the accident, 
and his reassurances in his lu-
gubrious North Carolina drawl, 
the Press And Journal reported 
when he returned to the area in 
2014 to mark the event’s 35th 
anniversary.
The last time he visited 

Middletown before that an-
niversary event, Denton wore 
a bulletproof vest.
He was scheduled to hold a 

press conference at the MCSO 
Building in the accident’s aftermath. During a 
check of the building, the borough police chief 
discovered a bullet on the floor of the auditorium.
Fearing someone intended to literally shoot the 

messenger during the stressful crisis, the police 
chief asked Denton to don the vest. Denton agreed 
and, with the chief by his side, conducted the 
press conference while, he jokes, looking like 
“a Michelin tire.’’
Former Gov. Dick Thornburgh, who dealt with 

the nation’s worst nuclear reactor accident, called 
him a “savior to this area’’ during a speech at the 
2014 conference. Former Middletown Mayor 
Robert Reid, who demanded answers from the 
company that owned the disabled reactor, echoed 
Thornburgh’s praise.
That hero talk? “It doesn’t affect me one way or 

the other,’’ Denton said at the conference. “I’m 

just glad it worked out well.’’
The borough was “in deep trouble” before 

Denton came to town, Reid told the Press And 
Journal on Tuesday after being told of his passing.
“It wasn’t until President Carter sent Harold 

Denton to town that it got straightened out. If he 
wouldn’t have come to town, I think we’d have 
been lost. We were dealing with frightened people. 
We were dealing with a company that thought 
they knew everything, but to me knew very little. 
They were the so-called experts who guaranteed 

us there could never be an 
accident at the island because 
they had backups to backups.”
Reid said Denton was a 

“down-home, folksy person” 
in the way he talked and re-
acted to things. 
“He didn’t talk to you in terms 

of a big-time nuclear scientist. 
He was down to Earth and 
spoke to you in words that 
you could understand. That 

was one thing that the people at GPU (General 
Public Utilities Corp., then the owner of TMI) just 
didn’t understand. They allowed … the people in 
this area to use their imagination. You know what 
they say about imagination. It’s the biggest nation 
in the world. We had a lot of frightened people in 
this area, and it was Harold Denton who really 
came in and calmed things down. 
“Once you looked at this man and you listened 

to him, you knew that you were in the hands of 
a good person,” he said. 
Denton was perhaps the most significant person 

who helped calm a tumultuous situation during 
the crisis at TMI, said Joe Sukle, publisher of the 
Press And Journal, who worked at the newspaper 
during the 1979 accident. 
“He was professional, accessible and honest to 

the media but most importantly to the residents, 

businesses and politicians,” Sukle said.
Added Ralph DeSantis, spokesman for Exelon, 

which now owns TMI: “Harold Denton was a 
trusted, credible and calming source of informa-
tion at a time of tremendous confusion during the 
TMI-2 accident. Over the years he would come 
back to central Pennsylvania and give talks to 
schools, the media and participate in conferences. 
Our industry owes much to the contributions Mr. 
Denton made during his career.”
According to his obituary, Denton is survived by 

his wife, three children, seven grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. He graduated from North 
Carolina State in 1958 in nuclear engineering, 
and began his career at the DuPont Savannah 
River Plant as a reactor physicist. He joined the 
Atomic Energy Commission and served more 
than 30 years in the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. He was the director of the Office 

“He was professional, 
accessible and honest 
to the media but most 
importantly to the  
residents, businesses 
and politicians.”
Press And Journal Publisher Joe Sukle

Please See DENTON, Page A5

Paul and 
DeHart 
running 
in Lower 
Swatara

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

People who park in downtown Middletown 
are being served notice by the borough that 
the times, they are a changin’.
A number of motorists may have found a 

sheet of paper tucked under their windshield 

Borough parking 
changes: You’ve 
been warned

Please See PARKING, Page A6

Press And Journal staff photo
These notices are only a warning 
regarding downtown parking.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Tonight is an opportunity for Mid-
dletown residents to learn more 
about ongoing discussions being 
led by Coun-
cil President 
Ben Kapen-
s t e i n  a n d 
Mayor James 
H. Curry III 
regarding the 
future of po-
licing in the 
borough.
It’s also a 

chance for 
residents to 
have their say regarding what they 
think should happen.
The meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. 

in council chambers on the second 
floor of Borough Hall.
“The purpose of the meeting is 

to set expectations for what resi-
dents can expect throughout the 
process,” Kapenstein said in an 
emailed statement to the Press And 
Journal, referring to the evaluation 
now underway regarding whether 
the borough should continue with 
its police force as is, or enter into 
some kind of alternative joint 
policing arrangement that would 
most likely involve Lower Swatara 

Tonight 
is the 
night 
to talk 
police

Please See POLICE, Page A6

Kapenstein, Curry  
will discuss 
possibilities  
for department

Kapenstein

Crash victims: A long way to go
Keating, Shaffer families thankful for ‘small town, big heart’
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

On a night in late November 2016 that went 
down as one of the greatest in the history of 
Middletown Area High School sports, the 
strength that is what the area is all about came 
through.
On that fateful Friday night, within minutes 

after a car crashed on Stoner Drive in Lower 
Swatara Township just after 11 p.m., four 
heroes rose to the occasion to save the lives 
of Scott Shaffer and Joey Keating.
The two events — the Blue Raiders’ football 

triumph in the state quar-
terfinals, and the horrific 
accident — are forever 
intertwined, as the crash 
occurred as the two young 
men were coming home 
from the game.
Today, less than three 

months since Shaffer and 
Keating were pulled by 
the rescuers from a burn-
ing car, the two young 
men have recovered to where they are much 
closer to home.

Both young men sus-
tained severe burns to 
the lower extremities, 
according to a Lower 
Swatara Township police 
report.
Keating, a 2016 MAHS 

graduate, was able to 
return home just before 
Christmas from Lehigh 
Valley Hospital Burn 
Center, where both Keat-

ing and Shaffer had been hospitalized for their 
severe burn injuries sustained in the crash.

Shaffer, a 2015 MAHS graduate, on Friday, 
Feb. 10, was transferred to a rehabilitation 
center at the Penn State Milton S. Hershey 
Medical Center. Shaffer had gone through 11 
surgeries over the past 76 days while in Lehigh.
While both young men have made great strides 

in their recovery, they both have a long, long 
way to go.
The moving story of their recovery can be 

followed on an almost daily basis through 
journal entries that the parents of both Joey 
and Scott are posting on CaringBridge.com, 

Please See CRASH, Page A3

Shaffer Keating



It’s the day after Valentine’s Day. Did 
you get out to buy your chocolate heart 
at a deep discount? It’s not too late. Go! 
Happy belated birthday to Abraham 

Lincoln. He was born on Feb. 12, 1809, 
in Hodgenville, Kentucky. He was a 
politician and lawyer who served as 
the 16th president from March 1861 
until his unfortunate assassination. 
Honest Abe was 6 feet 4 inches tall 
and was 56 when he was cut down in 
the prime of his life on April 15, 1865. 
Happy birthday to George Washing-

ton. He was born on Feb. 22, 1732, 
in Westmoreland County, Virginia. 
He was a politician and soldier who 
served as the first president from 1789 
to 1797. The “father of our country” 
was 67 when he died on Dec. 14, 1799.
Have a happy President’s Day and 

enjoy this mid-February week. 

Birthdays
Rebecca Fulton of Lower Swatara 

marks her 21st cake day on Wednes-
day, Feb. 15. Many good wishes for 
laughter, love and joy are sent to you, 
sweet Becca!
If you see Don Bowers out and about 

Wednesday, Feb. 15, give him a happy 
greeting for a terrific birthday!
Avery Williams marks his beep-

honk-honk day on Wednesday, Feb. 
15. Enjoy your 16th birthday all week 
long, Avery!
Happy 22nd birthday greetings for 

Corey Risko of Middletown on Thurs-
day, Feb. 16. Stay warm and enjoy!
Brand-new -teener Grant Garner of 

Lower Swatara will join the 13 club on 
Thursday, Feb. 16. Have a super-duper 
kind of week, Grant!
Happy 13th birthday to Khyra Little 

of Lower Swatara. She turns into a 
teenager on Thursday, Feb. 16, too! 
Robby Ryan marks his 24th cake day 

on Friday, Feb. 17. Enjoy this birthday 
all weekend, Robby!
Happy sweet 16 beep beep honk day 

to Adriana Black of Lower Swatara 
on Friday, Feb. 17. Be safe and enjoy 
your me-holiday!
Perry Sisti of Lower Swatara cel-

ebrates his frosty-filled day on Sunday, 

Feb. 19. Hoping this birthday is full of 
fun and good friends, Perry!
Best wishes and lots of sunshine is 

sent to Brianna Clark on Sunday, Feb. 
19. Happy birthday to you, Brianna!
Megan Guerrieri marks her special 

quarter-of-a-century birthday on Mon-
day, Feb. 20. I hope your big-deal 25th 
is especially marvelous!
Sending a peppy warm happy birth-

day to Ginny Wynkoop of Lower 
Swatara on Monday, Feb. 20. Wishing 
you a super-sweet week, Ginny!
Here is a long way off shout out to 

Ben Bowers of Las Vegas. He marks 
his 29th cake day on Monday, Feb. 
20. Happy birthday!
Happy over-the-top birthday to 

Claudi Sisti of Lower Swatara. This 
gal celebrates her razzle-dazzle day 
on Tuesday, Feb. 21. Make it a great 
one, Claudi!
Don Carson of Lower Swatara ob-

serves his confetti-popping day Tues-
day, Feb. 21. I hope it is terrific, Don!
May 63 beautiful things happen 

for Joe Sukle on Tuesday, Feb. 21. 
Celebrate the rest of the month, Joe! 
Happy birthday.

Anniversaries
Walter and Jane Balmer of Lon-

donderry celebrate their 26th wedding 
anniversary on Wednesday, Feb. 15. 
Hope your romantic week is full of 
chocolate and flowers!

Choir Concert
Come out to hear the Susquehanna 

University Choir Concert at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 26 at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church on North Spring Street in 
Middletown. Everyone is invited to 
this free community event, which will 
be held in the church sanctuary. 

Dean’s List
Congratulations to the following 

students who were listed on the dean's 
list for the 2016 fall semester:
Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

— Middletown: Kaylee Berstler, 
Kelsee Sides, Braxton Stetler, Jared 
Truesdale, Brittany Zavoda. Hum-

melstown: Sebastian Buerk, Ga-
briella Everest, Emma Hrabovsky, 
Elizabeth Llewellyn, Sydney Marto, 
Courtney McHugh, Dominique 
Shepherd, Jacob Shutt, Emily 
Waggoner 
McDaniel College — Devin Thom-

as, Hummelstown 
Quinnipiac University — Trevor 

Wolf, Elizabethtown 
Dickinson College — Stephanie 

Applegate, Middletown 

Suppertime
Come out to Middletown Church 

of God monthly dinner at 4:30 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 27. All are invited to 
enjoy a menu of filled chicken breasts, 
whipped potatoes, veggies and dessert. 

Dinner is ready
A roast turkey dinner with all the 

trimmings will be served from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 20, at Evan-
gelical United Methodist Church, 157 
E. Water St., Middletown. The dinner 
includes stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
peas, cranberry sauce, beverage and 
dessert. Everyone is welcome. Take-
outs are available. For information, 
call 944-6181.

Citizen Quiz
1. Name one amendment that guaran-

tees or addresses voting rights.
2. Which president freed the slaves?
3. In what year was the Constitution 

written?
4. What are the first 10 amendments 

to the Constitution called?
5. Name one purpose of the United 

Nations. 

Recipe
Yummy Herb Baguettes
4 baguette rolls
4 oz. butter
1 garlic clove
2 Tbsp. chopped parsley
salt
Cut slits into the baguettes at one inch 

intervals, leaving a base of about 1/2 
inch. Cream the butter. Peel and finely 
dice the garlic and beat into the butter 

along with the parsley. Season with 
salt and spread into the slits. Place the 
baguettes on a baking sheet and put in 
preheated 400-425 degree oven. Cook 
for about 5 minutes.  

Husband’s Romantic Musing
Valentine’s Day was here again
It makes me think of grade school 

when
We decorated shoeboxes to hold 

our cards
And chased the girls in the school-

yards
Valentine’s Day was here again
Forget about remembering when
The same feeling can swell inside
To have shared the day with your 

lovely bride!
— SLAP 

Quiz answers
1. 15, 19, 24, 26
2. Abraham Lincoln
3. 1787
4. Bill of Rights
5. Discuss world problems, provide 

economic aid, occasionally take action

Quote of the Week
“Love looks not with the eyes but 

with the mind. And therefore is winged 
Cupid painted blind.” — William 
Shakespeare

Question of the Week
What is your favorite song?
“‘The Desert Song,’ by Hillsong Unit-

ed.” — Faith Shonk, 12, Middletown.
“‘Heathens,’ by Twenty One Pilots.” 

— Safia Aman, 7, Lower Swatara.
“‘The Barney Song.’ I sing it to 

mommy.” — Luca Ryan, 2, West 
Hanover.
“‘God’s Not Dead.’” — Ella Mitch-

ell, 10, Hershey.
“‘Chainsaw,’ by Family Force Five.” 

— Jude Wilkinson, 6, West Hanover.
“‘Somebody I Used to Know,’ by Go-

tye.” — Asher Little, 5, Harrisburg. 

Proverb for the Week 
The Lord despises those who say that 

bad is good, and good is bad (17:15).

People
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Students of the Month
MIDDLETOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL

Blake Cole Gill and Celeste Laman-
nix Osayi are the Middletown Area 
High School Students of the Month 
for February.
Blake Gill is the son of Robert Gill and 

Annette Cole-Gill. He is in National 
Honor Society, Link Crew, Mini-
THON, varsity high school soccer and 
varsity high school tennis.
His activities include club soccer for 

CASA; first semester – internship with 
Urology of Central PA; first and second 
semester, volunteer/internship with 
Tristan Imaging; second semester, 
volunteer/internship with Pinnacle 
Health Hospital (Londonderry Road).
He is a two-year soccer captain 

(school) and first and second-team 
all-star (soccer). He is a Distinguished 
Honor Roll student. He previously 
worked at Chick-fil-A.
He is undecided on a college, but 

will major in biology and possibly 
minor in neuroscience. He plans to 
attend medical school to become a 

radiologist.
“I’m certainly honored to be cho-

sen out of the plethora of grandiose 
choices,” he said.
Celeste Osayi is the daughter of 

Leroy Osayi and Angela Osayi. She 
is in marching band/concert band 
(librarian/secretary); National Honor 
Society (secretary); Youth & Gov-
ernment (president); Link Crew; and 
Musical Pit. She received the Award 
of Academic Excellence, Class of 
2017 (ranked in top 5 of her class); 
and the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leader-
ship Conference, as the only student 
from her class chosen. She is on the 
Distinguished Honor Roll.
She plans on attending West Chester 

University to major in marketing. Her 
career goal is to become a market 
research analyst.
“I am very grateful that I am able 

to receive a form of recognition that 
only a few people in my class get to 
experience,” she said.

A Hummelstown teen recently was 
recognized for her volunteerism.
Erica Wang, 17, a senior at Hershey 

High School, was the lead organizer 
for “Walk for Clean Water,” a 3.25-
mile walk around her school’s campus 
that raised more than $17,500 for the 
Thirst Project — enough to build two 
groundwater wells in Swaziland. Eri-
ca, who helped create the walk as Key 
Club vice president, worked with her 
co-founder to create a starter pack to 
help others establish “Walk for Clean 
Water” events in their hometowns.
She was a Pennsylvania finalist in 

The Prudential Spirit of Commu-
nity Awards, a nationwide program 
honoring young people for acts of 
volunteerism. The Prudential Spirit 
of Community Awards represents the 
United States’ largest youth recogni-
tion program based solely on volunteer 
service.

The Prudential Spirit of Commu-
nity Awards, now in its 22nd year, is 
conducted by Prudential Financial in 
partnership with the National Associa-
tion of Secondary School Principals. 
Since the program began in 1995, 
more than 115,000 young volunteers 
have been honored at the local, state 
and national level. 
Amanda Yang, 16, of Dresher and 

Lorelei McIntyre-Brewer, 11, of 
Duncannon were named Pennsyl-
vania's top two youth volunteers of 
2017. They each will receive $1,000, 
an engraved silver medallion and an 
all-expense-paid trip in early May to 
Washington, D.C., where they will 
join the top two honorees from each 
of the other states and the District of 
Columbia for four days of national 
recognition events. During the trip, 
10 students will be named America’s 
top youth volunteers of 2017.

Hummelstown teen receives 
state volunteerism award

Penn State Harrisburg’s Diversity and 
Educational Equity Committee will 
play host to a screening of the locally 
produced film “African American Oral 
History Project: Part One” from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:15 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 16 
in the Olmsted Building auditorium 
on campus.
The film, produced for the National 

Civil War Museum in Harrisburg and 
narrated by TV journalist and Harris-
burg citizen Bryan Wade, traces the 
lives and descendants of former slaves, 
Civil War heroes and community lead-
ers Ephraim Slaughter (1846-1943) 
and Robert Smalls (1839-1915) and 
freedman, writer and educator George 
H. Imes (1844-1892).

The film traces the history of each 
family from slavery through the 
Civil War, Reconstruction, the Great 
Migration, the Great Depression and 
the modern Civil Rights era, provid-
ing a century-and-a-half narrative of 
African-American history nationally 
and in Harrisburg.
The film was produced by Ruby 

Doub, Dauphin County, written and di-
rected by Robert Philbin, Cumberland 
County, and features national historian 
Hari Jones, Washington, D.C., and 
local historian Calobe Jackson.
Doub, Philbin, Jackson and Wade will 

be in attendance. Slavery artifacts will 
be on display. The event is free and 
open to the public.  

PSU Harrisburg to screen ‘African American Oral History Project’
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Steven K. Kozokas
Steven K. Kozokas, 48, of Harrisburg, 
passed away unexpectedly Tues., Feb. 7  
at PinnacleHealth Harrisburg Hospital.
Steve was a valued and integral member of 
the Central Voice newspaper, a publication 
of the Press & Journal Inc., employed as an 
account executive since 2008.
Family, friends and co-workers will 
remember and miss Steve’s ever-present 
smile, sparkling laugh and zest for life. 
He was a lover of all music and deejayed 
throughout Central PA. Steve always 
enjoyed attending the annual Harford Fair 
in Pennsylvania with family and friends, 
vacationing in sunny Florida and keeping 
his sporty red Chevy clean and shiny. 
A 1987 graduate of Montrose Area High 
School, Steve received his Bachelor’s Degree 
from Bloomsburg University of PA.
Steve was born on July 1, 1968. He was 
the son of the late Leonard Kozokas. He 
leaves behind his partner, Kevin Gross, of 
Harrisburg; a daughter, Devynn Kozokas, 
of Barto, PA; his mother, Irene Yurchalk 
Kozokas, of Friendsville, PA; a sister and 
brother-in-law, Carol & Mickey Saravitz, 
of Friendsville, PA; nephews, Michael & 
Matthew Saravitz, family friend Donna 
Burrowes of Binghamton, NY, and several 
aunts, uncles and cousins.
A Mass of Christian Burial was held Fri., Feb. 
10 at St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church in 
Friendsville, with the Rev. Casimir Stanis 
officiating. Burial was to be at St. Joseph 
Cemetery at a later date.
A memorial service is being planned for 
friends and business acquaintances. Please 
email Frank Pizzoli at posops@aol.com for 
date and location.
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Sherman John Edwards, 74, of 
Middletown, died Friday, February 
10, 2017 at Penn State Hershey Medi-
cal Center. 
 He was born May 25, 1942 in Wi-

conisco, Pa.
 He was a retired mechanical engineer 

from the former Navy Ships Parts Con-
trol Center, Mechanicsburg. While 
attending school, he worked at South 
Union Supply Co. He always wanted 
to drive tractor-trailers and so after 
retirement, he drove for Chronister 
Trucking. He received his Associate’s 
Degree from Williamsport Commu-

Sherman Edwards

Marlin Zimmerman
 Marlin C. Zim-

merman, 81, of 
Derry Town-
ship, entered 
into eternal life 
on  Monday, 
Feb rua ry  6 , 
2017, at home 
with his loving 
family around 
him. He was the 

loving husband of Esther P. (McNiss) 
Zimmerman.
 Marlin was the son of the late Charles 

W. and Dorothy (Lauer) Zimmerman.  
 He was a United States Army veteran. 

Marlin was an avid sports fan, loved 
the Philadelphia Eagles, Phillies and 
76ers. He also enjoyed playing bas-
ketball not only with his children but 
also with his grandchildren. Marlin 
and Esther loved the beach and spent 
many vacations there. Most of all, 
Marlin loved his family and spending 
as much time as possible with them. 
 He is survived by his wife; his 

daughter Marianne and husband Rhey 
Montano of Middletown; his twin sons 
Timothy and wife Teresa Zimmerman 
of Walland, Tenn., and Patrick and wife 
Tracy Zimmerman of Mechanicsburg; 
his two sisters Anna Kline, and Marga-
ret Shillingsford; his brother William 
Zimmerman; his 12 grandchildren; 
and four great-grandchildren.
 A Memorial Service was held on 

Friday, February 10, 2017 at 7 p.m. 
at Matinchek Funeral Home, Inc., 
260 East Main St., Middletown, Pa. 
Visitation was from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday 
at the Funeral Home. 
 Condolences can be sent online at 

www.matinchekfuneralhome.com.

nity College and BS from Penn State 
Capital Campus. He was a member of 
Prince Edwin/Spring Creek Masonic 
Lodge 486, F&AM Middletown. He 
was a Past Potentate of Zembo Shrine, 
Past Commander of Legion of Honor, 
Past President of Zembo Sports Car 
Unit, Past President of Luncheon Club, 
Past President of the Middle Atlantic 
Shrine Assoc. of Horse Patrols, a 
member of the Mounted Patrol, and 
an honorary Zembo clown named 
Foxy. He was an Ex MFH of Beau-
fort Hunt and a Past President of the 
local chapter of ASNE. He was also 
a Kentucky Colonel, a member of 
the Harrisburg Bridge Club and the 
National Carousel Assoc. In 1989 
he was Husband of the Year for the 
International Side Saddle Organiza-
tion. He rode his horse, Stretch, in two 
Tournament of Roses Parades and one 
Presidential Inaugural Parade.
 He is survived by his wife of 48 years, 

Sharon “Sherry” Usoff Edwards; 
two sisters, Yvonne Dougherty, and 
Barbara Rudisill, both of Lancaster; 
sisters-in-law Diane Usoff, and Judy 
Edwards; also his beloved mother-in-
law, Beryl Usoff; plus several nieces 
and nephews.
 Committal services with military 

honors will be held at the convenience 
of the family at Indiantown Gap 
National Cemetery, Hanover Town-
ship. Instead of a viewing or funeral 
Sharon would like friends to visit her 
at home, at their convenience.
 The family would like to thank ALL 

of the staff of Hershey Medical Center 
for the excellent care Sherm received. 
 In lieu of flowers, memorial con-

tributions are requested to Zembo 
Shrine Transportation Fund, 2801 N. 
3rd St., Harrisburg, PA 17110. In the 
memo, please put (Kids Care Expo).  
As of this year, Zembo is changing 
the name of the Expo to the Sher-
man Edwards’ Kids’ Care Expo. He 
began this Expo 11 years ago when 
he was Potentate. All of the funds go 
to supporting the Shrine Hospital for 
Children and the cost of transporting 
patients there.
 For more information or to send 

messages of condolence, please visit 
www.parthemore.com.

George Lowe 
 George Lowe, 90, of Middletown, 

entered into eternal rest on Sunday, 
February 12, 2017, at Community 
General Hospital, Harrisburg. 
 He was born October 31, 1926 in 

Harrisburg and was the loving son of 
the late George and Florence (Zeit-
ers) Lowe.
 George was a graduate of the John 

Harris High School class of 1944. He 
worked as an electrical supervisor for 
Met Ed from where he retired. George 
was a member of American Legion 
Post 594, Middletown, Rescue Hose 
Company, Middletown Anglers and 
Hunters, and was a veteran of World 
War II Merchant Marines. He was an 
avid hunter and fisherman. 
 In addition to his parents, George 

was preceded in death by his wife 
June Lowe.
 George is survived by three chil-

dren; seven grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren; and 10 great-great-
grandchildren. 
 A tribute to George’s life will be 

held on Saturday, February 18, 2017 
at 11 a.m. at Matinchek Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, Inc., 260 
East Main St., Middletown, Pa., with 
Pastor Dan Francis officiating. There 
will be a viewing from 10 a.m. until 
the time of the service on Saturday at 
the funeral home. 
 Interment will be at Shoop’s Cem-

etery, Harrisburg.
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekfuneralhome.com.
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their primary way of communicating 
to the rest of the world updates of the 
progress that their sons are making.
The entries read like a diary. For 

example, the struggle of what Joey is 
going through is evident in this entry 
posted on Jan. 4 by Joey’s mother 
Rachelle Keating, while Joey was 
still at Lehigh:
“We were told today by the burn 

doctors and the orthopedic doctors 
that Joey will require extensive 
therapy to regain complete use of his 
foot again. They 
also told us that he 
will probably have 
lifelong swelling 
and vascular issues 
with this leg/foot 
from the burns and 
fractures. He will 
also continue to go 
to Burn Recovery 
for the next five 
years for wound 
care and scar man-
agement. Hearing 
those words isn’t 
easy, but we are 
choosing to be-
lieve that Joey’s 
strength, deter-
m i n a t i o n  a n d 
faith will return 
Joey to the active 
life he once had 
and so desires.”
The parents of 

both Scott and Joey 
also use the site to share joys, such 
as the entry posted by Scott’s dad 
Tom Shaffer on Feb. 4, about what 
had to have been a special visit from 
Joey and his parents.
“Joey and his parents were in on 

Wednesday with us and it was an 
AWESOME visit!” Tom Shaffer 
posted. “The boys were able to talk 
with each other for a few minutes. 
WOW!”
On Wednesday, Feb. 8, Joey was 

taken to the Hershey Med emer-
gency room for pain in his abdomen 
around the area of his spleen. While 
there, Joey was able to meet with the 
Hershey Med trauma surgeon who 
had saved his leg on the night of the 
accident, before Joey was transferred 
to Lehigh Valley.
“She heard we were in the ER and 

was kind enough to sit and talk with 
us and she was very happy to see 
Joey and Joey was thrilled to meet 
her. It was a special moment for 
sure,” Rachelle Keating posted on 
CaringBridge.com on Feb. 9.
CaringBridge has become the Ke-

atings’ “preferred method to keep 
everyone informed about (Joey’s) 
current status and upcoming events,” 
Joey’s father Brian said in an email 
to the Press And Journal. “We genu-
inely appreciate everyone’s concern, 
prayers and well wishes. Therefore, 
we feel compelled to some degree 
to let those people know about his 
progression.”
“As you can imagine, though, it can 

be difficult to walk that line,” Brian 
continued. “First, it is still very early 
in his recovery so there is a lot we 
do not know yet as well as the pos-
sibility of that which we think we 
now know changing. Second, we 
appreciate a modicum of privacy. 
We do not always feel like talking 
about the events of the past couple 
months. Further, there are things we 
experience as parents and a family 
which are private and between us.”
Tom Shaffer in a 

recent interview 
with the Press And 
Journal expressed 
similar thoughts 
regarding the way 
that he and his wife, 
Chrissy, have been 
able to use Car-
ingBridge to share 
news of Scott’s 
long journey back.
“People don’t 

know what to ask, 
or how to ask” 
when it comes to 
what they can do to help, Shaffer 
said. “It’s like I’m the elephant in the 
room. So we have it out there. We’re 
keeping it kind of general because 
it’s personal to Scott. Someday he’ll 
have a story to tell about it, and we’ll 
let him tell his story. We’re just kind 
of keeping people updated who have 
been so supportive of us.”
Both on CaringBridge and in com-

ments to the Press And Journal, the 
parents of both Scott and Joey have 
talked about how overwhelmed they 
have been — and continue to be — 
by the outpouring of support for the 
two young men and their families.
The first public sign of the extent 

of that community support was 
obvious just two days after the ac-
cident, on Sunday evening, Nov. 27, 
when hundreds of people descended 
upon Smith’s Tree Farm in Swatara 
Township for a prayer vigil for Joey 
and Scott and their families. Scott 
had worked at the tree farm. Sup-
porters used social media, mostly 
Facebook, to spread the word about 
the impromptu vigil.
Tom Shaffer, principal of Fink 

Elementary School in Middletown 
Area School District, acknowledged 
that until something like this hap-
pens, you never really know what 
kind of support you have.
“We’re just amazed at the outpour-

ing of support from the communities 
of Middletown and Lower Swatara,” 
he said. “From close friends to fam-
ily to people we don’t even know 
signing up to bring meals every two 
nights for us, gift cards for gas, gift 
cards for anything … it’s a lot larger 
than I ever would have expected.”
Shaffer also noted the ongoing 

support that Scott and the family has 
received from Kutztown University, 
where Scott is a sophomore study-
ing sports management, and the 
Pennsylvania Army National Guard. 
Scott joined the National Guard as 

an infantry sol-
dier in spring 
2016. His unit 
is based in Dan-
ville.
Almost week-

ly the National 
Guard has pro-
vided chaplains 
who volunteer 
to pray with 
Scott and the 
family over 
t h e  p h o n e , 
Tom said. The 
chaplains have 
also been in to 
visit Scott and 
his family in 
the hospital, as 
have been sup-
porters from 
Kutztown Uni-
versity. 
Employees of 

the school dis-
trict held a fundraiser to raise money 
to help the family with expenses. 
The school district has also been 
supportive in allowing Tom to be 
able to visit Scott in the hospital 
whenever he needs to, Tom added.
The support from everyone is 

something that Shaffer says he and 
his family cannot put into words. 
Perhaps the closest is a phrase that 
Tom has been using in his journal en-
tries of late to describe Middletown 
and the surrounding community — 
“small town BIG HEART.”
Brian Keating was appointed to 

Middletown Area School Board on 
Nov. 21 — four days before the ac-
cident — to replace a board member 
who had resigned in October.
Joey is enrolled at Penn State main 

campus at University Park, in the 
Eberly School of Science. He has 
not declared a major but is leaning 
toward some area of biology, Brian 
Keating said.
The Keatings are hoping to get Joey 

back to Penn State this fall, but that 
is still “uncertain” at this point, Brian 
told the Press And Journal.
“We have immense pride for our 

Middletown community and it’s 
been overwhelming to see how 
they have rallied around everyone 
involved in this tragic event,” Brian 
said.
“Support has not been limited to just 

our community,” he added. “It has 
reached into many communities in 
the area and other parts of the country 
where we have extended family and 
friends. The support has come in all 
forms: donations, gift cards, prayers, 
well wishes, meals, offers of help, 
etc. For us, one act of kindness is not 
greater than any other. They have all 
meant the world to us.”
The four individuals credited with 

pulling Scott and Joey from the car 
as it was engulfed in flames that night 
are Mavis Dixon and her daughter 
Jennifer Dixon, of Middletown; 

a n d  A a r o n 
Young  and 
Rick Cruz of 
Lower Swatara 
Township.
The Keatings 

have met with 
some of the 
rescuers, Brian 
told the Press 
And Journal.
“It is impos-

sible to put 
into words the 
depth of our 
gratitude to-

ward those individuals,” he said. 
“If not for them, it is likely our son 
would not be with us. They risked 
their own lives to save the lives of 
strangers. Their actions were truly 
heroic. We also cannot forget the 
emergency personnel on scene, the 
flight crew, and the doctors and 
nurses who took care of Joey and 
continue to care for him.”
The Shaffer family has been in 

email contact with Young, who 
pulled Scott out of the car, Tom said.
“We have discussed getting to-

gether when Scott is out of Lehigh 
Valley. What I shared with him was, 
as parents, we were so thankful 
and grateful that we were able to 
continue our celebrations together 
as a family!”
The Shaffers had previously met 

up with Jennifer Dixon at Lehigh, 
and she still keeps in touch with the 
family, Tom said, adding “We are 
grateful to these angels!”
As for the crash itself, the investi-

gation into what caused it and why 
it happened is still underway, said 
Frank Williamson Jr., director of 
public safety and assistant town-
ship manager for Lower Swatara 
Township. Findings will probably 
wait until sometime after the two 
boys are released from the hospital, 
Williamson said in an email.

CRASH
Continued From Page One

“First, it is still very early 
in his recovery so there 
is a lot we do not know 
yet as well as the pos-
sibility of that which 
we think we now know 
changing. Second, we 
appreciate a modicum 
of privacy. We do not 
always feel like talking 
about the events of the 
past couple months. Fur-
ther, there are things we 
experience as parents 
and a family which are 
private and between us.”

Brian Keating

“From close friends 
to family to people we 
don’t even know signing 
up to bring meals every 
two nights for us, gift 
cards for gas, gift cards 
for anything … it’s a lot 
larger than I ever would 
have expected.”

Tom Shaffer
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DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

COMMUNITY

Construction
Home Improvement

Employment

FOR RENT / OBERLIN, PA - 2ND 
FLOOR APT / 2 BEDROOM / LIVING 
ROOM, KITCHEN / BATH / BAL-
CONY / OFF-STREET PARKING. WA-
TER/SEWER/ TRASH INCLUDED. 
NON-SMOKING, NO PETS. $725 A 
MONTH PLUS SECURITY DEPOSIT. 
CALL 717-579-5819, BACK INVEST-
MENTS LLC. (2/15)

FOR RENT Middletown – 2 bedroom 
apt, 1st floor. $600 a month plus utili-
ties and security. No pets/animals. Call 
717-574-4727. (11/16TF)

APARTMENTS/STORAGE Space 
For Rent in downtown Middletown. 
One, two, and three bedroom apart-
ments. Standard and climate con-
trolled storage space. For details, 
rates and showings, call 717-497-
7064. (10/19TF)

2,600 SQUARE FEET of Commer-
cial Space - Multiple Use, Garage/
Storage, etc., For Rent in downtown 
Middletown. For details call 717-497-
7064. (10/19TF)

FOR RENT - If you have something 
to rent, give us a call. We’ll put your 
ad in the Press & Journal. Thursday 
and Friday are the best days to call. 
Deadline for classifieds is Monday at 
9 a.m. All Classified line ads must be 
paid in advance. Call 717-944-4628. 
(1/1TF)

FOR RENT PUBLIC NOTICES

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 – 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill – Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

MISCELLANEOUS

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Board 

of Commissioners of the Township 
of Lower Swatara, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, intends to hold a public 
hearing on the Township’s proposed 
comprehensive plan on Wednesday, 
March 1, 2017, beginning at 6:00 
p.m. at the Township Building located 
at 1499 Spring Garden Drive, Middle-
town, Pennsylvania 17057.

Frank E. Williamson
Assistant Township Manger
Lower Swatara Township 
Peter R. Henninger, Jr., Esquire
Jones & Henninger, P.C. 
Township Solicitor
339 W. Governor Rd., Ste. 201
Hershey, PA  17033

#121 0215-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
 Please be advised the Elizabethtown 

Borough Zoning Hearing Board will 
hold a public meeting on Monday, 
March 6, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Elizabethtown Borough Office, 600 
S. Hanover Street, Elizabethtown, PA 
17022 to consider the following:

 1.The property owner of 448 S. 
Market Street is seeking dimensional 
variances from the following sections 
of the Zoning Ordinance to use the 
property as an apartment house: 1) 
Chapter 27, Part 8, §  807.1. “Lot Area, 
Lot Width and Impervious Coverage 
Regulations–Apartment Dwellings–  
Lot Area.”  2) Chapter 27, Part 8 § 807.1. 
“Lot Area, Lot Width and Impervious 
Coverage Regulations–Apartment 
Dwellings–Lot Width at Street and 
Setback.” 3) Chapter 27, Part 15, § 
1504.D. “Apartment (Garden Apart-
ments/Apartment Houses).”

2.The property owner of 502-508 
S. Market Street is seeking to appeal 
the Zoning Officer’s determination 
and seek a modification of the Zoning 
Hearing Board’s 2004 decision. The 
property owner is seeking to change 
the existing garage space into living 
space without exceeding the number 
of residential units.

Rodney Horton
Zoning Officer

#122 0215-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ESTATE NOTICE
 Letters Testamentary on the Estate 

of Albert L. Whitsel, date of death, 
January 10, 2017, late of Middletown 
Borough, Dauphin County, Penn-
sylvania having been granted to the 
undersigned, all persons indebted to 
said Estate are requested to make 
immediate payment and those having 
claims will present them for settle-
ment to: 

Christine Whitsel, Executrix
c/o Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine Street, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057
or to:
Kendra A. Mohr, Esq.
Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine Street, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057
(717) 944-1333

#118 0208-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

AVAILABLE POSITIONS ARE:
• Pool Service Technicians
• Spa Service Technician

• Swimming Pool Installers
• Retail Counter Associates

IF INTERESTED, PLEASE FORWARD  
RÉSUMÉ or FILL OUT APPLICATION:

Crystal Pools Inc.
4175 Roundtop Rd., Elizabethtown, PA 17022

717-534-1837
cpinfo@crystalpoolsinc.com

HELP WANTED
Well established, family owned swimming pool company 

is looking to fill multiple positions as the Spring and 
Summer seasons approach. Swimming Pool/Spa 
experience a plus, but not necessary; will train.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

PUBLIC NOTICES

FULL-TIME SALES POSITION
Immediate opening with well-established and highly 
regarded LGBT publication. Perfect position for sales 
professional who loves outside sales and recognizes a 

career opportunity.

Friendly work atmosphere. Established client base with  
excellent growth opportunity. 

Experience with outside sales is a must; 
selling print advertising strongly preferred; 

digital sales experience a plus. 

Salary plus commission. Health and short-term 
disability insurance plans available. 401K. Paid time off. 

Monthly expense stipend.

Email resume to: davebrown@pressandjournal.com

www.pressandjournal.com

CHECK OUT 
OUR WEB SITE  

Press And JournAl

Free
MAIL SUBSCRIBERS 
ADVERTISE
The Free Ad Exchange is a 
benefit to all mail subscribers 
of the Press And Journal.
Each subscriber is allowed 
one free ad of 25words or less per month. 
No businesses (including babysitting), homes or 
trailers for sale or rent, no real estate, or garage or 
yard sales, or unsigned ads will be accepted.

 Send to:
  Press And Journal
  20 S. Union Street
  Middletown, PA 17057

     ❑ For Sale                  ❑ Wanted

Phone Number ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

__________________

Name _______________________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________

_____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________

Be sure to include phone number

The YWCA Greater Har-
risburg and Penn State Har-
risburg have joined forces 
to address campus sexual 
assault. 
College-aged students 

aged 18 to 24 are at a 
heightened risk of expe-
riencing sexual violence. 
According to the National 
Resource Center on Sexual 
Violence, 1 in 5 women and 
1 in 16 men are victims 
of sexual assault while in 
college, and more than 90 
percent of victims do not 
report their assault, accord-
ing to a press release from 
the YWCA.
“These statistics are not 

acceptable in our commu-
nity,” Rhonda Hendrickson, 
vice president of Programs, 
Division of Residential and 
Violence Intervention & 
Prevention Services at the 

YWCA Greater Harrisburg, 
said in the release. “Penn 
State Harrisburg has been 
very proactive in working 
on this issue and we are 
committed to supporting 
Penn State in their efforts 
to address campus sexual 
assault.” 
The YWCA and Penn 

State Harrisburg have 
launched a partnership, in 
which the YWCA has dedi-
cated a full-time, sexual as-
sault advocate on campus to 
assist Penn State Harrisburg 
in its efforts to educate the 
campus community and 
provide support and assis-
tance to survivors. 
“Our services are com-

pletely confidential, which 

means survivors have a safe 
place to come and receive 
services and support,” Hen-
drickson said. 
The YWCA’s campus ad-

vocate will assist Penn 
State Harrisburg in provid-
ing bystander interven-
tion programming, bring 
awareness and education 
to the campus related to 
sexual assault; stalking, 
dating violence, and human 
trafficking, and provide 
direct services to survivors. 
Services include crisis 

intervention; safety plan-
ning; individual counsel-
ing; accompaniment to law 
enforcement, hospitals, or 
campus administration; and 
assistance obtaining sexual 
violence protection orders. 
The campus advocate will 
also assist in training staff 
and students to recognize 

the signs and indicators of 
sexual and intimate partner 
violence and human traf-
ficking. 
“We are pleased to partner 

with the YWCA Greater 
Harrisburg on this very im-
portant resource for our col-
lege community,” said Penn 
State Harrisburg Chancel-
lor Mukund Kulkarni. “A 
dedicated sexual assault 
advocate will join a number 
of resources the college 
provides to combat sexual 
violence and misconduct on 
campus. Sexual misconduct 
is a deeply troubling issue, 
one that will take the entire 
community to address. We 
remain dedicated to ensur-
ing the safety of students 
and we thank the YWCA 
Greater Harrisburg for their 
commitment to this partner-
ship.”

Forced prostitution case in 
danger of being dismissed
By Dan Miller
danmiller@ 
pressandjournal.com

The case against a woman 
who is accused of kidnap-
ping a Londonderry Town-
ship woman and helping to 
force her into prostitution 
against her will is in danger 
of being thrown out.
The victim in the case 

against Rachel Shearer, 
21, of Old Forge in Lacka-
wanna County, did not 
show up for a preliminary 
hearing held before District 
Judge David Judy on Feb. 
9 to determine if Shearer 
should be bound over on 
the charges to county court.
The prosecutor bringing 

the charges against Shearer 
said that the victim — iden-
tified only by her initials in 
court papers — had been 
in rehabilitation and had 
just gotten out two days 
before the hearing. Be-

yond that, neither 
the prosecutor nor 
state police could 
account for the 
whereabouts of 
the victim to Ju-
dy’s satisfaction.
The  v i c t im’s 

m o t h e r ,  w h o 
had first alerted 
state police that 
her daughter was 
missing, also was not at the 
hearing.
Judy said he would grant 

a continuance until early 
March, but if the victim 
does not show up then 
Judy said he will dismiss 
the charges against Shearer. 
He also told the prosecutor 
to tell the victim that she 
will be held in contempt of 
court, if she does not show 
up at the next scheduled 
hearing.
Shearer, who was at the 

hearing wearing Dauphin 
County Prison coveralls, 

has been in the 
county jail since 
Oct. 27, 2016, 
when she was 
a r r e s t e d  a n d 
charged  wi th 
kidnapping to 
facilitate a fel-
ony, conspiracy 
kidnapping for 
ransom, conspir-
acy to commit 

kidnapping to facilitate 
a felony, two counts of 
conspiracy to commit in-
voluntary servitude, one 
count of human trafficking, 
two counts of conspiracy to 
promote prostitution, and 
two counts of conspiracy 
unlawful restraint. 
Shearer is being held on 

$200,000 bail.
According to arrest pa-

pers filed by state police, 
Shearer in late May 2016 
drove the victim to what the 
victim thought would be a 
weekend getaway in Myrtle 

Beach, S.C.
Instead, the victim awoke 

to find herself in a “dope 
house” in Knoxville, Tenn., 
where people were coming 
in and out buying illegal 
drugs. Shearer and a man 
then allegedly took the 
victim to Myrtle Beach, 
where she was forced into 
prostitution. 
They then took the woman 

back to the dope house in 
Knoxville, where she was 
again forced to have sex for 
money with up to six men a 
day, according to the arrest 
papers.
After nearly three weeks 

Shearer started driving the 
victim back from Knoxville 
to Pennsylvania. The victim 
escaped from Shearer at a 
gas station off of Interstate 
81 in Schuylkill Coun-
ty, where the victim was 
picked up by her mother 
and taken straight to state 
police, according to police.

Shearer

Penn State Harrisburg, YWCA 
team up on campus sex assaults

By Dan Miller
danmiller@ 
pressandjournal.com

A hit-and-run accident 
resulted in Middletown 
police pulling over a driver 
who had a Sig Sauer hand-
gun under front seat, with 
11 rounds in the magazine 
and one round in the cham-
ber, but no permit to carry a 
concealed weapon.
Raymond Vogt of Middle-

town faces charges of DUI 
and carrying firearms with-
out a license.
Borough police say that 

shortly after 9:30 p.m. Sat-
urday Feb. 4, a Dodge Ram 
pick-up truck driven by 
Vogt — who just turned 
18 years old the same day, 
according to police records 
— struck and broke off the 

driver’s side mirror of a 
GMC Sierra truck that was 
legally parked in the 300 
block of Adelia Street.
Vogt fled the scene, but 

later the same night drove 
past police and witnesses to 
the hit-and-run as a police 
officer was finishing up his 
report on the incident. 
The police officer took 

chase, and after pulling 
Vogt over detected an odor 
of alcohol and also discov-
ered a Sig Sauer handgun 
under the driver’s side front 
seat, with 11 rounds in the 
magazine and one round 
in the chamber, according 
to police. 
Police said Vogt did not 

have a permit to conceal 
the weapon. 
Police have not been able 

to determine who owns 

the handgun, although the 
weapon has not been re-
ported as stolen.
Vogt, of the first block of 

Rupp Street, was arraigned 
on Feb. 6 before District 
Judge Sonya McKnight 
and charged with carrying 
firearms without a license, 
DUI, causing damage to 
an unattended vehicle, 
and careless driving. He 
was released after posting 
$10,000 bail.
A preliminary hearing 

is scheduled for March 9 
before District Judge David 
Judy.
Police said the case is still 

under investigation and 
that more charges might 
be filed.
Lower Swatara Township 

assisted Middletown police 
at the scene.

Police: Middletown man on 18th 
birthday involved in hit-and-run, 
had Sig Sauer under front seat

A school bus was 
rear-ended in Middle-
town at 8 a.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 13, but there 
were no injuries and 
the collision was mi-
nor, school district of-
ficials and police said.
The bus — Bus 1 

— was carrying Fink 
Elementary School 
and Seven Sorrows 
students when the bus 
was hit from behind 
by a privately owned 
pickup truck with a 
snow plow.
The bus had turned 

left off of Mill Street north 
onto Race, just past the 
entrance to Hoffer Park, 
when it was struck while 
making a mandatory stop at 
the railroad tracks, borough 
police said.

The students were trans-
ferred to another bus and 
taken to Fink, where the 
students were examined by 
the school nurse, the school 
district said in a post on 
raiderweb.org. There were 
no reported injuries.

The driver of the truck 
will be issued a summons 
for following too closely, 
Middletown police said.
Middletown police were 

assisted at the scene by 
Royalton police, who pro-
vided traffic control.

Press And Journal photo by Dan Miller

A school bus was struck from behind Monday, Feb. 13.

School bus hit, but no one hurt

Middletown Area School 
District students will have 
class on Presidents Day.
Because of the closing of 

Middletown Area School 
District schools on Thurs-
day, Feb. 9 because of 
snowfall overnight, school 

will now be in session 
on Monday, Feb. 20, for 
all students, kindergarten 
through high school.

MASD in session on Presidents Day



www.pressandjournal.com; e-mail - info@pressandjournal.com THE PRESS AND JOURNAL, Wednesday, February 15, 2017 - A5

LOWER SWATARA VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

939-1759 OR 602-3227 • 1350 Fulling Mill Road, Middletown

Monthly Dinner:
Sunday, February 19 • 11 am - SOLD OUT

* PORK DINNER *
Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables, 

Dessert, Coffee & Soda

EAT-IN OR TAKEOUT • ADULTS $12 • CHILDREN $6

$2 OFF 
DINNER

*

 
WITH THIS COUPON

EXP. 10/16/2017 LSVFD
*ONE DINNER

To place your business in the directory contact the 
Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 
Web site: www.pressandjournal.com

Phone: 717-944-4628

Business Directory

Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown

717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown

717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown

717-944-7154

AUTO SERVICE

Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, Elizabethtown

717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO DEALER

Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 

717-944-5425

FLOWERS

Olmsted Plaza Barber Shop 
1547 W. Harrisburg Pike, Middletown

717-944-9364

BARBER

Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown

717-566-2525
Middletown Pharmacy 

& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown

717-944-1640

HALLMARK CARDS/GIFTS

Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery

For More Information 
717-944-4628 

PRINTING

Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown

717-944-7980
Sharp Cuts

124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

SALON

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric

717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg

717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 

717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown

717-367-3724

State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane

735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

INSURANCE

Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown

717-215-9607

PERSONAL TRAINING

CHIROPRACTOR
PHYSICAL THERAPIST

THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown

717-944-2225

Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown

717-944-0450

RESTAURANT

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

By David Barr
davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

Rachel Applegate will be among the 
thousands of people at Penn State 
University’s Bryce Jordan Center 
this weekend, and they all will have 
one communal thought: FTK; For 
The Kids.
For The Kids is the mindset of all 

those involved with THON, the larg-
est student-run philanthropy in the 
world. Several Middletown graduates, 
including Applegate (Class of 2016), 
will be participating and doing their 
part to raise money and awareness for 
childhood cancer.
THON is a weekend-long fundraising 

dance marathon event for the Four 
Diamonds Fund. The Four Diamonds 
Fund is a pediatric cancer charity af-
filiated with Penn State University and 
Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey 
Medical Center. Four Diamonds helps 
to aid 100 percent of all children 
admitted for treatment and pays the 
remaining portion of the medical 
bills that insurance won’t cover. This 
means families never see the bill and 
will not have to pay out of pocket for 
treatments.
Removing the cost factor from the 

patient and family allows them to 
focus on treatments and recovery. 
According to an email from Penn 
State student and THON participant 
Alexis Hile, (Middletown Area High 
School Class of 2015), the average 
cost of cancer treatment for one child 
is $500,000 and 96.56 cents of every 
dollar donated directly benefits the 
Four Diamonds Fund.
Applegate will donate her time, effort 

and energy for children, but she’s also 
going to be donating something else: 
her hair. Applegate is dedicating her 
hair to Wigs for Kids, a nonprofit orga-
nization that creates personalized wigs 
for children suffering from hair loss.
Applegate said although she hadn’t 

originally planned to cut her hair, she 
is very excited about it nonetheless. 
She said a few young women that she 
was working with for THON had cut 
their hair and that sparked her interest.
“The reason I want to give my hair 

is because I have loved my hair while 
I’ve had it at this length and I’ve taken 
it for granted. I think it’s high time 
that someone else had the chance to 
enjoy it; someone who will appreciate 
it much more than I have,” Applegate 
said in an email.
Applegate has a personal reason for 

participating in THON. Her family 
has been affected by cancer.
“I THON because cancer has touched 

my life in more ways than one. I’ve 
seen its effects on the body and the mo-
rale; specifically in my middle-aged, 
healthy father. Seeing the pain that he 
endured in his years of chemotherapy, 
I can’t imagine doing it myself, let 

alone a young child. I THON so that 
every family feels the support that they 
need in their difficult times. I THON 
for the kids that, for those short 46 
hours, get to forget about their condi-
tion and have the time of their lives, ” 
Applegate said in an email.
In the 2016 THON event, nearly $10 

million was raised ($9,770,332.32 to 
be exact). That was added to the more 
than $136 million that has been raised 
since THON was started in 1973. 
Four Diamonds did not become the 
beneficiary until 1977.
From 6 p.m. Friday until 4 p.m. Sun-

day, thousands of Penn State students, 
alumni, faculty, parents and cancer 
patients and their families will pack 
the Bryce Jordan Center for 46 hours 
of dancing, games and fun with no 
rest. Students are constantly on their 
feet. They are not allowed to sit or lie 
down, or to know what time it is. They 
keep moving and stay active with three 
letters in mind: FTK.
“There are approximately 16,500 

Penn State volunteers that all contrib-
ute to make THON happen,” Hile said 
in an email. “There is so much effort 
that goes into making sure we raise as 
much money as we can for the kids that 
happens before THON such as give-
back nights at restaurants, 5k races, 
bingo fundraisers, spaghetti dinners, 
and so much more. Our main focus is 
to allow these kids and their families to 
make unforgettable memories despite 
this awful disease.”
Hile will be one of the many hundreds 

of dancers on the floor of the Jordan 
Center, constantly dancing and mov-

ing. Hile will dance as a representative 
of Altoona Benefiting THON, which 
is the Penn State THON group. In the 
past, she served as a canning captain 
and participated in numerous other 
events associated with THON. Can-
ning is one form of fundraising done 
by THON members, usually consisting 
of soliciting donations at intersections 
and outside shopping centers across 
the Mid-Atlantic region.
Like Applegate, Hile takes part be-

cause of her mother and the children. 
Hile’s mother is a breast cancer sur-
vivor, and Hile calls her mother her 
best friend and “my rock.” 
“Being by her side throughout her 

journey made me really want to get 
involved. I know how much cancer 
can affect a family, but I also know 
how much it can bring one together.”
“I don’t want any other family to 

have to experience the hardships of 
cancer. I THON for all the people that 
I have known that have both won and 
lost their battles with cancer. I have 
truly known too many. I participate in 
THON so that no parent has to hear 
their child has cancer,” Hile said in 
an email.
Hile is not the only Middletown 

graduate who will be dancing on the 
floor. Penn State senior Matt Epply 
(Middletown Area High School Class 
of 2013) is also a dancer this year, for 
his fraternity, Sigma Nu. In his fresh-
man year, Epply served as a member 
of the Rules and Regulations Commit-
tee and for his sophomore and junior 
years, he was the THON chairman 
for Sigma Nu.
According to Hile, dancers are cho-

sen due to dedication to THON in 
years past and how much effort each 
candidate puts into THON throughout 
the year, not how much money is 
individually raised.
As dancers, Hile and Epply have 

been training to prepare for the 46-
hour event and the effects that come 
with being on one’s feet for nearly 
two straight days. Both said they have 
been spending time in the gym, 
strengthening their cardiovascular 

systems, backs, legs and lower part 
of their bodies. Hile said she has been 
withholding caffeine, eating properly 
and loading on carbs, while Epply has 
eliminated alcohol and been attempt-
ing to make sure he gets eight hours 
of sleep a night, along with having a 
healthy diet.
Both Hile and Epply said being on 

the floor for the weekend is something 
they have anticipated for some time.
“I have always dreamed of being 

able to step foot on the floor of the 
Bryce Jordan Center as a dancer and 
on February 17th that dream comes 
true,” Hile said in an email.
“It’s been a goal of mine to be a dancer 

and have that experience that is truly 
once in a lifetime,” Epply said.
Matt Epply’s younger sister Lauren 

will be on the floor during the weekend 
as well, but she isn’t dancing. She is 
on the Dancer Relations Committee, 
which means she is tasked with watch-
ing and monitoring one specific dancer 
during the 46 hours. 
She will offer morale and support, 

bring snacks and drinks, and help 
her dancer stretch and constantly 
stay active.
With this being Matt’s senior year, 

and his last chance to not only be a 
dancer, but the siblings’ last chance to 
experience THON together, the impact 
wasn’t lost on either Epply.
“I look forward to spending that time 

with her,” Matt said, while Lauren said 
that the situation makes it “so much 
more special to me” to spend and share 
that time together with Matt.
Both Epplys, in separate interviews, 

stressed the idea that participating in 
THON means participating in some-
thing that’s larger than them.
“To be able to give back to them (the 

kids) is a great cause that I’m very 
proud to be a part of,” Matt said.
With the number of people involved 

with THON reaching over 16,000, the 
question of how THON brings so many 
together was asked and the cumulative 
answer pointed back to those most 
affected by the results: the children.
Seeing the total go up at the end of 

the 46 hours and knowing that you 
contributed to that is a feeling like no 
other, Hile said.
“THON has the capability to bring 

together anyone in the Penn State 
community because it’s something 
we all can agree. We all hate cancer. 
Like with any college, there are many 
controversial things that happen and 
go on. THON is not one of those 
things. I think the fact that it is entirely 
student-run really catches the eye of 
older generations. We’re not just here 
to go to class and have fun. We’re 
here to help and Ignite Hope Within,” 
Applegate said in an email.
“It’s cool to see our whole school 

come together,” Lauren Epply said. 
“We all want to help them.”

Contributed photos

Alexis Hile previously was a 
canning captain for THON.

Contributed photos

Lauren and Matt Epply both will 
be a part of THON.

Middletown graduates 
ready to get their THON on

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

New owners looking to turn the for-
mer Smuller House Bed & Breakfast 
at 460 N. Union St. into an Asian 
restaurant withdrew their applica-
tion for a variance to Middletown’s 
zoning hearing board — leading to 
cancelation of a hearing that had been 
set for Feb. 13.
However, comments from a repre-

sentative of new owners HE Group 
indicates that the group still plans to 
seek a variance to get relief from off-
street borough parking requirements, 
and will submit a new application.
HE Group’s application for the Feb. 

13 hearing had sought a variance to 
reduce the number of required off-
street parking spaces from 19 to nine.
But the borough in reviewing the ap-

plication determined that HE Group 
“met all the criteria” without needing 
a variance, said borough Codes and 
Zoning Officer Mark Shipkowski.
The property is in a commercial 

zoning district where a restaurant is 
an allowed use.
A Jan. 10 letter from the zoning 

board solicitor to borough interim 
Zoning Officer Robert Moyer also 
makes clear that, as far as the bor-
ough is concerned, HE Group meets 
borough parking requirements.
Under borough zoning, the parking 

requirements that HE Group refers 
to in its application only come into 
play if the owner plans to build a new 
building, or add to the existing one, 
Solicitor David Wion wrote in the 
letter, a copy of which was obtained 
by the Press And Journal.
“There is no indication” that HE 

Group plans to build a new building 

or add on to the existing one, Wion 
noted. “As a result, there would be 
no requirement in this case for a 
variance in any event.”
Wion also in the letter noted HE 

Group’s application referring to hav-
ing seven on-street parking spaces. 
But it is unclear how the restaurant 
can claim seven on-street parking 
spaces dedicated solely for its own 
use, when no spaces are signed or 
marked for that purpose.
Comments from Howard Dong, a 

representative of HE Group, suggests 
that the hearing cancelation may 
just be a delay and that HE Group 
still plans to seek a variance from 
the zoning board related to parking.
“HE Group submitted the zoning 

variance application for operating the 
business with less parking than the 
ordinance requires, so we could save 
as much as we could on this histori-
cal location including the trees and 
gazebo in the backyard,” Dong said.
The borough wanted HE Group 

to submit a building plan certified 
by an engineer, however HE Group 
could not do this in time for the Feb. 
13 hearing, Dong said. HE Group 
now has its engineer working on the 
drawing to submit it to the borough 
as soon as possible, Dong added.
Dong on Dec. 21 presented HE 

Group’s plans to the Historical 
Restoration Commission. He told 
the commission then that HE Group 
hopes to preserve as much of the 
backyard, including the gazebo, as 
possible. But to do that HE Group 
would need a variance to reduce the 
amount of off-street parking.
HE Group acquired the property 

for $350,000 on Dec. 21, 2016, ac-
cording to Dauphin County records.

Parking hearing 
for potential Asian 
restaurant on hold

Middletown has now joined the ranks 
of midstate municipalities that are 
ready for a medical marijuana dispen-
sary or a grower/processing facility.
Following a public hearing on Feb. 7 

borough council voted 4-0 to approve 

a new ordinance identifying where a 
medical marijuana dispensary and a 
medical marijuana grower/processing 
facility can be located.
A medical marijuana dispensary 

will be allowed in commercial and 

manufacturing zoning districts in the 
borough, according to the ordinance. 
A grower/processing facility can only 
be in a manufacturing district.
Anyone seeking to locate a medical 

marijuana dispensary would still have 

to comply with a state law require-
ment that says a dispensary cannot be 
located within 1,000 feet of a school 
or day care center, Solicitor Adam 
Santucci told the council.

— Dan Miller

A new restaurant including beer and 
wine sales in the Giant in the Midtown 
Plaza in Middletown is one step closer, 
following unanimous approval by 
borough council during its Feb. 7 meet-
ing of a resolution supporting Giant’s 
request to transfer a restaurant liquor 
license from Susquehanna Township.
Construction of the 30-seat restaurant 

inside the Giant could start in March or 
April, pending approval of the transfer 
by the Pennsylvania Liquor Control 
Board, Josh Erb of Giant said during 
a public hearing held before the 4-0 
vote by council. The project will take 
about six weeks to complete.
Referred to as a “beer cafe,” the 

restaurant would be in the back right 

center area inside the store, to the left 
of the produce department. 
The cafe would offer beer sales for 

consumption in the restaurant and 
to go. Wine would only be sold on a 
to-go basis.
The restaurant would be open 7 a.m. 

to 10 p.m. every day except Sunday, 
when the hours would be 9 a.m. to 10 

p.m., Erb said.
Voting to approve the resolution 

were councilors Anne Einhorn, Dawn 
Knull, Ian Reddinger, and Robert 
Reid. Absent was Council President 
Ben Kapenstein and Vice President 
Damon Suglia, as well as Councilor 
Diana McGlone. 

— Dan Miller

Moving forward with changes to 
Middletown’s Civil Service Commis-
sion — including doing away with lie-
detector tests in considering promotion 
of police officers — was approved by 
borough council on Feb. 7.
The action directs the borough solici-

tor to draw up revisions to commission 
rules and regulations for council to 
consider approving at a future meet-

ing. The hope is that the revisions will 
be ready for council’s next meeting 
on Feb. 21, Borough Manager Ken 
Klinepeter told the Press And Journal.
The commission oversees the process 

of determining the eligibility of candi-
dates who want to become Middletown 
police officers. The commission also 
oversees the process of testing officers 
already on the force for promotion.

The commission consists of three 
borough residents who are appointed 
to the body by council.
Klinepeter said that removing the 

polygraph requirement to promote 
existing officers is “the main issue” 
prompting the changes to the com-
mission rules and regulations.
Council voted to move forward with 

making the changes following a nearly 

two-hour-long closed door meeting 
that was held at the end of council’s 
Feb. 7 public agenda. Action related to 
the commission was not on the agenda.
Council after the closed-door ses-

sion also voted to approve a two-day 
suspension of Detective Mark Hovan, 
another matter that was not listed on 
the agenda for action.

— Dan Miller

of Nuclear Reactor Regulation for a 
decade. 
After TMI, he continued to be active 

in nuclear safety, following up after 
nuclear accidents at Chernobyl and Fu-
kushima Daiichi reactors. He received 
honorary degrees from Gettysburg 
College, Lebanon Valley College 
and the University of Pennsylvania. 
He was honored with a Presidential 
Distinguished Executive Award from 
Carter, and the James M. Landis 
Medal from the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers.
The accident at TMI began around 4 

a.m. on March 28, 1979, when a stuck 
valve, human error and confusing 
alarms allowed radioactive cooling 
water from the core of Unit 2 to spew 
from the top of the reactor vessel and 
flood the containment building around 
it, causing a 12-day pressure-packed 
crisis where local residents anxiously 
waited to hear just what went wrong 
– and how serious it was.
Reid, popular in Middletown for stay-

ing at his post and demanding answers 
from Met-Ed, TMI’s operator at the 
time, at the 2014 conference praised 
Denton, who was the director of the 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
at the federal Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission in 1979, for his ability to 
get answers amid chaos and conjecture 
from so-called experts. 
Eric Epstein, chairman of Three Mile 

Island-Alert, the citizen watchdog of 
nuclear power created after the acci-
dent praised Denton at the conference 
for remaining calm under pressure 
in 1979.
“It was a difficult situation – it was 

clearly a pressure cooker,’’ said Ep-
stein. “It was a situation where the 
governor was not receiving accurate 
and timely information. I think Mr. 
Denton brought stability and calm to 
the area.’’
Even at the conference, Denton dealt 

with the tough questions in his sooth-
ing drawl. When a woman stood up 

after his speech and challenged his 
contention that no harmful amounts of 
radiation were released in the accident, 
claiming her skin turned red and a 
metallic taste formed in her mouth at 
the time, he deflected a moderator’s 
attempt to end the confrontation. 
“That’s very interesting,’’ he told her 

calmly. “I’ve heard those stories for the 
time TMI happened. My impression 
was we were unable to detect radiation 
in that way.’’
The rumor at the 2014 conference 

was that Denton was delivering his 
last speech on the subject of the TMI 
accident. Pressed on its accuracy, he 
was coy. 
“If I make it to the 50th anniversary, 

I’ll come back,’’ he said.

DENTON
Continued From Page One

Lie detector tests out the door for promoting police officers

Giant gets go-ahead for beer, wine sales pending license

Middletown approves ordinance for marijuana dispensaries
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Library group needs 
spring sale donations
The Friends of the Middle-

town Public Library group is 
accepting donations for the 
upcoming May spring sale. 
You may bring gently used 

books, CDs, DVDs and jigsaw 
puzzles to the library at 20 N. 
Catherine St., during regular 
business hours. 
Call 717-944-6412 for more 

information.

•••••

Historical Museum  
open on Feb. 18
The Middletown Area His-

torical Society’s Historical 
Museum, 29 E. Main St., Mid-
dletown, will be open from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
18. Admission is free.

•••••

Community prayer vigil 
to be held at church
New Beginnings Church 

at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., Middletown, is 
holding a community prayer 
vigil from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 18 in the sanctuary. 
Stop and light a candle and 

pray for individuals, the com-
munity and the nation.

•••••

Community dinner set 
for Evangelical UMC
 A roast turkey dinner with all 

the trimmings will be served 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 20 at Evangelical 
United Methodist Church, 
157 E. Water St., Middletown. 
Takeouts are available. 
Everyone is welcome. For in-

formation, call 717-944-6181.

•••••

Lower Swatara Fire 
Company dinner slated
 Lower Swatara Volunteer 

Fire Company, 1350 Full-
ing Mill Road, Middletown, 
is sponsoring a pork dinner 
from 11 a.m. until it sells out 
Sunday, Feb. 19. 
Eat-in or takeout is available.
For more information, call 

717-939-1759 or 717-602-
3227.

•••••

Mardi Gras Slavic Style 
to be held at church
St. Ann Byzantine Catholic 

Church, 5408 Locust Lane, 
Harrisburg, will be sponsoring 
its Mardi Gras Slavic Style 
noon to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 25.
There will be fun, food and 

friends; it is a pre-Lenten 
party. 
Admission is free. Also 

featured will be kids games 
and music. 
Inclement weather date is 

from noon to 4:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 26

•••••

Low-cost vaccine clinic 
held for cats and dogs
Steelton Community Cats is 

sponsoring a low-cost vaccine 
clinic for cats and dogs on Sat-
urdays, March 11 and April 8, 
at Steelton Community Cats, 
1 N. Front St., Steelton.
Registration is at 9:30 a.m. 

Clinic hours are 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 
For more information, call 

717-877-4146.

Richard Lingle, Diakon Lutheran 
Social Ministries’ veterans assistance 
specialist, will conduct a seminar on 
veterans benefits at 1 and 6 p.m. March 
14 at Frey Village, 1020 N. Union St., 
Middletown.
Lingle will provide information about 

VA benefits and answer questions on 
specific benefits and eligibility for 
veterans and their spouses as permit-
ted in the Veterans Aid & Attendance 
Program.
Because seating is limited, people 

interested in attending should call 
717-930-1200.

Veterans 
assistance 
specialist will be 
at Frey Village

wiper, telling them that the borough 
will soon begin enforcing a new two-
hour limit impacting many spaces in 
the downtown.
The enforcement could begin as 

early as the middle of the week of 
Feb. 13-17 — in other words, by the 
time you are reading this article. All 
the borough is waiting for is the new 
parking signs and the brackets to install 
them, said Greg Wilsbach, borough 
public works director.
His workers began putting the sheets 

under peoples’ windshields recently, 
as a way to give motorists a heads 
up as to what is coming. The paper 
isn’t a ticket or even a warning, just 
a “courtesy.”
“I don’t want to see people get blind-

sided” by not knowing about the new 
parking rules, Wilsbach said.

Borough council in January gave final 
approval to a new ordinance, ordinance 
1335, that includes the new two-hour 
limits and other restrictions. The ordi-
nance mostly is in response to concerns 
that several downtown businesses had 
been expressing to council for months, 
about many on-street parking spaces 
being tied up for hours and days at a 
time by commuters using the nearby 
Amtrak train station along Mill Street.
That issue will likely go away when 

the new train station opens up along 
West Main Street, but that is not ex-
pected until sometime in 2020 or even 
2021, according to the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation.
Once the signs are in place the new 

restrictions can be enforced by bor-
ough police.
People who live on the streets im-

pacted by the changes can apply to the 
borough for a parking permit. There is 

no charge to request or obtain a permit, 
however the number of permits that 
will be available is “limited,” borough 
officials have said.
As the paper under the windshield 

also reminds motorists, here’s some-
thing else to keep in mind: If you do 
get a ticket, it’s also going to cost more 
than before. 
Council in passing the ordinance 

doubled the price of a parking ticket. 
Instead of $15, now a ticket will be $30, 
and that’s if you pay it within two days 
of getting it. If after 48 hours but before 
you get a summons from the district 
judge, the fine has increased from $30 
to $60. The maximum parking fine was 
increased from $75 to $150.
Finally, the borough is also reminding 

motorists of parking restrictions from 
7 to 9 a.m. Fridays for street sweep-
ing. During this period no parking is 
allowed on Emaus Street from Wood 
to Pine streets, and on Union Street 
from Spring to Ann streets.

Township.
“We will attempt to lay the founda-

tion of what a police shared services 
model might look like and how it could 
benefit Middletown,” Kapenstein said.
Kapenstein will open the meeting 

with a “quick” PowerPoint presenta-
tion going over the basics of what will 
be discussed. 
Beyond that, a “good portion” of the 

meeting will be devoted to hearing 
from residents, he said. 
“One of my goals of the meeting is 

to hear from residents regarding their 
comments, questions, or concerns 
about the issue,” he said. 
Curry will also be at the meeting 

and available to answer questions. 
The mayor deferred to Kapenstein in 

providing comment for this article.
Since December, Curry and Kapen-

stein have been holding meetings with 
representatives of Lower Swatara 
to discuss whether the township is 
interested in pursuing some kind of 
joint policing arrangement with the 
borough.
The “shared services model” Kapen-

stein referred to could take the form of 
the borough and the township entering 
into a contract for the providing of po-
lice services. Alternatively, the model 
could also take the form of Middletown 
and Lower Swatara creating a new 
regional police force.
Swatara Township Police Chief Ja-

son Umberger was at the most recent 
meeting that was held in Borough Hall 
on Jan. 12. 
Swatara currently provides police 

services in neighboring Paxtang Bor-
ough under a contractual arrangement 
between the two municipalities.
Swatara and Lower Swatara have 

also had past discussions regarding a 
police shared services arrangement.
Tonight’s meeting could be moved to 

the larger MCSO building downstairs 
if there’s a big crowd, Kapenstein said. 
However, the opening PowerPoint 
presentation will have to be done in 
council chambers, he said.

Middletown residents interested in 
forming one or more neighborhood 
groups to address crime and other 
issues are encouraged to attend a meet-
ing that will be held starting at 7 p.m. 
Thursday Feb. 16 at the Middletown 
Area Historical Society museum at 
29 E. Main St.
The meeting is an outgrowth of a 

series of three public meetings focus-
ing on crime led by borough police 
working with Councilor Dawn Knull.

Now, the meetings have evolved to 
where residents looking to form one 
or more neighborhood groups are in 
the driver’s seat, said Jenny Miller, a 
trustee of the historical society who 
will help to preside over Thursday’s 
session.
While often billed as “crime watch” 

groups, the model is really more of a 
group that focuses on broader “quality 
of life” issues that impact the overall 
health and well-being of a neighbor-

hood, Miller said.
For example, unattended to litter and 

trash and streetlights that don’t work 
are the kinds of things that can create 
an environment conducive to crime.
Plans are underway to form at least 

one such quality-of-life neighborhood 
group in Middletown, and the hope is 
that other such groups can be formed 
elsewhere throughout the borough, 
Miller said.

— Dan Miller

Also this week: a neighborhood 
watch group crime meeting

POLICE
Continued From Page One

“One of my goals of the 
meeting is to hear from 
residents regarding their 
comments, questions, or 
concerns about the is-
sue.”

Council President Ben Kapenstein 
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Sports 

By Larry Etter
Press And Journal Staff

Middletown’s 59-43 victory at Boil-
ing Springs in the regular season finale 
on Tuesday, Feb. 7, in all honesty was 
really nothing much to brag about. 
The Blue Raiders easily beat a young 

and struggling Bubblers team in a 
game where the outcome was never in 
doubt. By jumping out to a 24-6 lead by 
the end of the first quarter and a 41-14 
advantage at halftime, the Middletown 
starters barely broke a sweat before 
giving way to their backups for most 
of the second half. 
But the win was big because it signi-

fied the team’s 18th of the season and 
solidified the Raiders’ No. 4 spot in 
the District III power rankings. It also 
earned the team a first-round bye in 
the playoffs that start Monday, Feb. 
20. The Blue Raiders will open district 
play with a home game against Eastern 
York on Thursday, Feb. 23. And that 
could turn out to be a huge matchup. 
The Blue Raiders finished the regular 

season 18-4, and 9-3 in the Mid-Penn 
Conference Capital Division (third 
place, behind Trinity and Milton 
Hershey).
The meeting is something that head 

coach Chris Sattele and his squad re-
ally wanted. Last year, the Blue Raid-
ers were knocked out of the playoffs 
by the Golden Knights, suffering a 
heart-wrenching 45-44 loss on Eastern 
York’s home court. And, in 2011, the 
Raiders suffered the same fate, getting 
tossed from the postseason at Eastern 
York in a 77-52 loss. As it stands, 
everything points toward a much-

anticipated clash in Middletown’s 
new gym. 
Prior to last Tuesday’s finale, the 

Raiders were coming off a win over 
West Perry following a pair of tough 
losses to Capital Division leaders Trin-
ity and Milton Hershey. With the divi-
sion title out of reach, the Middletown 
squad still had the high-ranking district 
finish to aim for. Boiling Springs, a 
team that started three sophomores, 
was not equipped to stand in Middle-
town’s way. And it showed from the 
opening tipoff. 
With all five of their starters scoring, 

the Raiders jumped out to a 9-0 lead in 
the game’s first two and a half minutes 
before the Bubblers picked up their 
first points of the game. Chris Plummer 
started it off with a trey at 7:22. Tyreer 
Mills converted a Bubbler turnover 
into another Middletown basket 20 
seconds later, Ryan Hughes scored 
following a Boiling Springs miss and 

First round
Monday, Feb. 20

Biglerville (9) at Schuylkill Valley (8)
Susquehanna Township (10) at 
Wyomissing (7)

Quarterfinals
Thursday, Feb. 23

Biglerville-Schuylkill Valley winner at 
Berks Catholic (1)
Eastern York (5) at Middletown (4)
Susquehanna Township-Wyomissing 
winner at Lancaster Catholic (2)
Littlestown (6) at Bishop McDevitt (3)

Class 4A

Raiders roll Bubblers, 
ready for postseason

By Larry Etter
Press And Journal Staff

With a season-ending 52-38 victory 
at Boiling Springs last Tuesday night, 

the Middletown junior varsity boys 
basketball team put the wraps on an 
outstanding year.
By recording a 15-6 record, the 

young Blue Raiders gave coach Matt 

Kleinfelter and assistants Dave Coffey 
and Aaron Lupia a successful finish to 
the eventful season. 
“This is my winningest year since I’ve 

started at Middletown. Great season,” 

Kleinfelter said. 
What were his highlights?
“Beating Trinity in our gym, having 

Photo by Jodi Ocker

Chris Plummer, seen here in action against Annville-Cleona on Jan. 
12, led the Blue Raiders in scoring in their regular season finale. Please See RAIDERS, Page B2

Junior varsity boys end 15-6 season with win at Boiling Springs

Please See JV, Page B2

Photo by Jodi Ocker

Katie Fitzpatrick looks toward the hoop vs. Boiling Springs on Tuesday, 
Feb. 7.

Blue Raider girls ready  
to start play in tournament

Middletown wrestlers go 
2-1 at Twin Valley Duals 
After dropping a close opening 

match to Donegal, the Middletown 
Blue Raiders varsity wrestling team 
came back to win over Octorara and 
Twin Valley in the Twin Valley Duals 
on Feb 11. 
This brought their season record to 

10-6 with a 5-2 record in the Mid-
Penn Conference Capital Division.

Donegal 39, Middletown 34
Donegal jumped out to an 18-0 

lead with pins at 195 and 220 and a 
Raider forfeit at 285. Middletown’s 
Luke Fegley picked up an 8-4 deci-
sion over Jesse Thomas at 106. Ryan 
Berstler followed up with a quick 54 
second pin over Donegal’s Dylan 
Bowers at 113. 
Logan Stoltzfus kept the Raider 

momentum going with a 12-2 ma-
jor decision over Davon Brantley 
at 120. Middletown’s Nate Brady 

scored a pin over Joseph Fox at 
126 pounds, and put the Raiders in 
front by a score of 19-18. Donegal’s 
Austin Burkholder earned a 5-0 win 
over Middletown freshman Mason 
Stoltzfus, who bumped up to 132 
pounds this week. 
At 138 the Raider’s Devin Martin 

earned a win by forfeit over Chris 
Dacenzo, and at 145 Middletown 
freshman Joey Spear scored a pin 
over Will Small, which brought the 
Raider lead to 31-21. 
Middletown senior Wyatt Smith de-

feated Ian Rineer 5-2 at 160 pounds, 
but it would not be enough to hold 
off Donegal, which won three of the 
last four matches to knock off the 
Raiders 39-34. 
In JV matchups, Middletown’s 

Zach Malay earned an 8-1 win over 

Photo by Debbie Spear

Logan Stoltzfus registered a 12-2 major decision over Davon 
Brantley at 120 pounds vs. Donegal.

Please See WRESTLE, Page B2

The Middletown girls basketball 
team will play host to Tulpehocken 
at 7 p.m. Feb. 21 as the District III 
Class 3A girls basketball tournament 
gets under way.
Middletown is the No. 3 seed, behind 

York Catholic and Delone Catholic. 
Hanover is No 4, Pequea Valley is No. 
5 and Tulpehocken is No. 6.
The Blue Raiders wrapped up the 

Please See GIRLS, Page B2
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 2/14/17 – 2/20/17

21/25CT EZ PEEL EXTRA

WILD CAUGHT PINK
SHRIMP

SOLD IN 2LB
BAGS $13.98

699
lb.

SAVE $8

BUY 1 GET 2

FREE

FRESH NATURAL
BONELESS SKINLESS

CHICKEN THIGHS

MUST BUY 5 LBS

129
lb.

SAVE $1.20 LB

EXTRA LEAN

CHOPPED STEAK

MUST BUY 10 LBS

SAVE $1 LB
299

lb.

GROUND FRESH DAILY!

USDA CHOICE BONELESS

CHUCK POT ROAST SAVE $2 LB

369
lb.

1 LB SAN GIORGIO
ELBOW OR
SPAGHETTI PASTA

69¢
ea.

SAVE 90¢ EA

MUST BUY 4

USDA CHOICE

WHOLE NEW YORK
STIP STEAKS

599
lb.

12 LB AVG

DISCOUNT TAKE
  AT CHECKOUT 

$5 OFF
WHOLE STRIPS

8-10OZ DIFFENBACH

POTATO CHIPS

STIP STEAKS

2 FREE!
SAVE $798

12OZ/24PK PEPSI 499
ea.

SAVE $3

MUST BUY 3

1 LB FRESH
STRAWBERRIES

2/$4
SAVE $5

FRESH GREEN

ASPARAGUS
179

lb.
SAVE $3 lb

YOUR
 BEST
 BUYS

YOUR

 BUYS

YOUR

 BUYS

YOUR
 BEST
 BUYS

Mardi Gras Slavic Style!
Saturday, February 25 • 4 pm - 10 pm
Inclement Weather Date: Sunday, February 26 • Noon - 4:30 pm

FUN, FOOD and FRIENDS...IT'S A PRE-LENTEN PARTY!

FREE ADMISSION!
St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish Center

5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg
Food • Desserts • Beverages

Perohi • Halushki • Soup • Kielbasi Sandwiches • Hot Dogs
Schnitzlies (European Hamburger) • Halupki • Delicious Desserts

Small Games of Chance • Kids Games
Continuing Music By The Polka Whoo & DJ Pete

$1200 Platter Special 2 halupki, 1 kielbasi, 3 perohi, halushki, roll
Take-out Available

SELL YOUR HOME FASTER AND FOR MORE MONEY
Call on the professional staging team of Carolyn Seaman and 

Stephanie Warfield for a free 30-minute consultation.
 Stepladder Staging

www.stepladderstaging.com 
Carolyn: 554-1006 or Stephanie: 433-5189

Contact Dave Brown at the Press And Journal for your free ad :
717-944-4628 or email: davebrown@pressandjournal.com

This ad is a free 
public service for any 

new retail business 
opening in our market.
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Luke Mrakovich and 
Trey Leach added foul 
shots to complete the 
early run. 
Another Middle-

town scoring streak 
later in the opening 
period pushed the lead 
to 23-4 as the blue-
clad Raiders cashed in 
on Bubbler turnovers 
and missed shots. 
In the run Plummer and Mills drained 
threes, Leach drove inside for a bucket and 
Mrakovich hit another triple off a Michael 
Mattes rebound and outlet pass. Kyle 
Truesdale made one of two free throws to 
close out the first quarter with the Raiders 
on top 24-6. 
Freshman Gavin Donley made two foul 

shots for Boiling Springs to start the 
second stanza but the Raiders answered 

with another run of 7 points over the next 
minute of play. 
Plummer hit another trey and added a 

layup off a steal by sub Tristen Maxwell 
and Hughes scored from the baseline to 
lift the Raiders to a commanding 31-8 
lead. Dylan Lanoue broke the string with 
a jumper at 5:59, but a slick behind-the-
back pass from Hughes to Plummer offset 
the Bubblers’ score at 5:33. Mattes added 
a pair of baskets, the second one coming 
with 40 seconds left and the Blue Raiders 
took an overwhelming 41-14 lead into the 
halftime break. 
Middletown’s starting five played about 

half of the third quarter and built up a 52-
18 lead before Sattele sent in his backups 
to finish the game. Taking advantage of 
the changes, Boiling Springs outscored 
their guests 12-2 in the last four minutes 
to narrow the gap. By the start of the final 
frame the Bubblers had pulled to within 
24 points, 54-30. 
Truesdale scored on a drive to the basket 

at 6:58 of the fourth quarter and the Bub-
blers ran off the game’s next 9 points to 
give themselves a lift. 
But it was not enough. 
With time winding down and 42 seconds 

on the clock senior Trey Michal hit a trey 
that caused the Raider bench to erupt in a 
raucous cheer. It was his only points of the 
game; he has 7 points on the season and 
12 in his career.
Plummer led the way with 17 points 

(including three 3-pointers) and Ryan 
Hughes added 10. Nine players scored for 
Middletown.

a streak of holding opponents in single digits for 
nine consecutive quarters, and beating Steel-High 
on their home court.” 
Kleinfelter also picked up a varsity victory against 

Camp Hill in early January while filling in for the 
ailing Chris Sattele. 
At Boiling Springs on Tuesday, the Raiders started 

off a bit out of sync in the first quarter and came 
up on the short end of a 14-12 score after one 
period. The Bubblers took advantage of the early 
miscues of their guests on their way to a 9-3 lead 
with 4:10 left in the frame. 
But a 9-5 Middletown scoring advantage from that 

point on pulled the Raiders back into contention. 
Kyle Truesdale scored 4 points in the span while 
P.J. Sidhu added a basket and Jerrod Myers hit a 
late three to close the gap. 
The Blue Raiders controlled the game on both 

ends of the court in the second stanza using good 
defensive pressure and smoother offense to out-
score their hosts 12-4 adding to the momentum 
they had generated in the first quarter. 

A 6-0 run of points from Mitchell Lee and Sidhu 
pushed the Middletown side up to an 18-14 lead 
with 4:46 left in the first half. 
After the Bubblers broke the string Lee scored 

again to keep the Raiders four points ahead. At the 
break the Blue Raiders held a 24-18 advantage. 
Boiling Springs found its offensive footing in 

the third quarter and matched the Middletown 
squad point-for-point in the seven-minute span. 
With each team scoring 10 points in the segment 
the 6-point difference held firm heading into the 
final period. Truesdale and Trayvon Joseph each 
scored 4 points while Lee added the others to keep 
the Raiders in front. 
Truesdale opened up the final quarter by scor-

ing 7 of his game-high 21 points as the Raiders 
climbed to a 41-29 lead. Lee, Sidhu, Truesdale 
and Myers teamed for 11 points in the final four 
minutes, more than enough to offset the 7 points 
the Bubblers put up. 
Aiding in the Middletown victory and the season’s 

success were Kobe Brown and Antonio Gamble, 
along with David Alcock and Ariel Paulino, who 
did not get to play in the final game.

Aidan Halulko at 106, and Middle-
town’s Zach Dailey scored a pin over 
Gavyn Waltmeyer at 145.

Middletown 34, Octorara 31
Action started at 220 pounds, where 

Octorara earned a pin and took the 
early lead. After a double forfeit at 285, 
Middletown’s Luke Fegley scored a 
41-second pin over Kyle Quinn at 106. 
At 113 pounds, Donegal’s Seth 

Hoopes held off Ryan Berstler to earn 
a 4-3 win. Middletown went on to win 
the next four matches with brothers 
Logan Stoltzfus and Mason Stoltzfus 
each receiving forfeits at 120 and 132 
pounds. 
Sophomore Nate Brady put up an 

impressive scoring display by earning 
seven takedowns en route to a 18-6 
major decision at 126. Devin Martin 
made quick work of Donegal’s Troy 
Sharpless at 138, earning a 21-second 
pin, and bringing the Blue Raider lead 
to 28-9. 
Donegal battled back to win the next five 

weight classes and seize a 31-28 lead over the 
Blue Raiders. 
Coming down to the final match at 195 pounds, 

Middletown’s Ethan Miller faced off against 
Lucas Thompson. Miller and Thompson traded 
scores into the second period where Miller locked 
up a pin and secured the Raider victory.

Middletown 32, Twin Valley 31
With no contest at 285, action started at 106 

pounds. Middletown’s Luke Fegley wasted no 
time, pinning Tony Madonna in just 20 seconds. 
At 113 pounds Twin Valley’s CJ Morten secured 

an early takedown on Ryan Berstler and managed 
to hang on for a 2-0 win. 
Logan Stoltzfus would get the Blue Raiders 

rolling with a solid 10-6 win over Mason Ben-
nett at 120 pounds. 
Middletown’s Nate Brady had another high 

scoring match and earned an 18-2 technical 
fall over Stanley Goff at 126. Mason Stoltzfus 

scored the Blue Raiders an 
important 11-3 major deci-
sion over Jack Hickman at 
132 and extended the team 
score to 18-3. 
At 138 pounds, Devin 

Martin battled Twin Valley’s 
Finn Tinsley and came out 
on top of an 18-13 decision. 
Middletown freshman Joey 
Spear defeated Twin Valley 
senior Joe Boeckel by major 
decision 14-3 at 145 pounds. 
At 160 pounds, Middletown 

senior Abel Botterbusch 
made quick work of Chase 
Luciano, earning the pin in 
25 seconds, and extending 
Middletown’s lead to 31-7. 
Twin Valley’s heavy weights 
put up a solid performance 
and came back to tie the score at 31-31. 
The match came down to criteria D, and Middle-

town won by having seven match wins against 

Twin Valley’s six match wins.
The Blue Raider wrestling team will be in action 

next on Feb 18 at the Sectional Championship 
tournament at CD East High School.

Photos by Debbie Spear

Above, Ethan Miller scored his first high school win and pin to seal a victory over Octorara. 

WRESTLE
Continued From Page B1

Above, Middletown senior Wyatt Smith defeated Donegal’s 
Ian Rineer 5-2 at 160 pounds. Right, at 160 pounds, 
Middletown’s Abel Botterbusch beat Chase Luciano of Twin 
Valley.

RAIDERS
Continued From Page B1

Hughes

JV
Continued From Page B1

Photos by Jodi Ocker

Above, Jaelynn Keller goes up for a shot vs. Boiling Springs. Right, 
Bianca Jasper heads toward the hoop.

Michal

Mills

regular season by beating Boiling 
Springs at home on Tuesday, Feb. 
7, 59-30.
Kate Fitzpatrick continued her stel-

lar freshman season, with 21 points 
including two 3-pointers. She is av-
eraging more than 12 points a game 
on the season. Bianca Jasper, in her 
last regular season game, added 11. 
She is averaging close to 17 a game.
Makaila Nester had 9, all on 3-point-

ers. Jocilyn Koser had 8.
Eight players scored for Middletown.
Middletown jumped out to a 17-8 lead 

after one quarter and then really put 
the game away in the second, holding 
the Bubblers scoreless to go up 33-8 
at the half.

GIRLS
Continued From Page B1

Nakia Scott scored 4 points vs. 
Boiling Springs.

See Don For:
Your Best Deal For New 
& Used Cars & Trucks

DON STAGO Bus. 234-4444 Cell 940-4963
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg

Sutliff

231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154
Open 

Weekdays 
8 am-5:30 pm 

Closed Sat.

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil • Filter Services

•OIL CHANGES
•ENGINE DIAGNOSIS
•DRIVEABILITY PROBLEMS
•AIR CONDITIONER REPAIRS

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

I can help you save an 
average of  Talk to me 
about combining your renters  
and auto insurance today. 
Get to a better State®.  
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Gotta  
love a  
good  
combo

… especially when it  
saves you money.

1201143

Steve Lane, Agent
735 North Union Street
Middletown, PA  17057

Bus: 717-944-1308
steve@stevelane.org $480.

*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2010 survey of new policyholders who
reported savings by switching to State Farm.
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Contributed photo

State Reps. Ron Marsico and Tom Mehaffie played host to the state champion Lower Dauphin boys soccer team at the state Capitol last week. 
They received a tour and were honored with a citation from the Pennsylvania House sponsored by the representatives.

Lower Dauphin soccer team honored

The Penn State Harrisburg men’s 
basketball team lost two road games 
last week, putting a spot in the Capital 
Athletic Conference tournament in 
jeopardy.
Penn State now stands at 9-14 

overall and 6-10 in the CAC.
On Wednesday, Feb. 8, Kahlil Wil-

liams scored a double-double in his 
return to the rotation, but the Lions 
fell to the Salisbury Sea Gulls on the 
road for their second straight loss.  
Williams’ 15 points and 11 rebounds 

were not enough to overcome the 
nationally ranked defense.
Khalil White also made his return 

after a one-game absence to lead 
the Lions with 17 points. He added 
7 rebounds.
The Lions missed their first six shots 

of the game, but finally got on the 
board on a layup by  Gbolahan Alliyu. 
Salisbury, ranked No. 12 nationally 
in Division III men’s basketball, 
also struggled in the first couple of 
minutes to get going, missing three 
3-point shot attempts in the first 
three minutes.
A 6-0 run about five minutes in 

gave Penn State Harrisburg what 
would become their largest lead of 
the game at 15-10.
The first half was a tight contest, 

with each team going cold and hot 
offensively at around the same time. 
From the 7:20 to the 3:15 mark, both 
teams combined to score 6 points.
The Lions were only 1-12 from 

3-point range in the first half. They 
trailed 36-28.
Penn State Harrisburg came out 

of the locker room with some more 
energy and was able to keep pace 
with Salisbury for the early going 
in the second half. Trailing by 12 at 
the 9:33 mark, the Lions began to 
create some good looks that led to a 
7-0 outburst that brought the contest 
back within five.
Salisbury’s talented starting five 

proved too much for Penn State 
Harrisburg in the final 10 minutes. 
Defensively, the Sea Gulls are one 
of the toughest teams the Lions have 
faced this season, allowing fewer 
than 63 point per game during con-
ference play.
Marquese Daniels added 14 points .
In Fredericksburg, Virginia, on Sat-

urday, Feb. 11, the team struggled in a 
91-56 loss against Mary Washington. 
Jazmon Harris led for the Lions with 
12 points, 3 rebounds and 3 steals in 
the 91-56 loss.
Throughout the first 10 minutes of 

play, both teams exchanged baskets 
with the Lions trailing by one. Har-
ris scored 9 straight points for the 
Lions before the Eagles went on an 
8-0 run to lead 25-18 with 6:11 to 
go in the first half.
The Blue and White struggled to 

slow the Eagles down in the remain-
ing 6 minutes. The home team led at 
half 37-24. Mary Washington opened 
the second half with back-to-back 
threes to extend their lead.
Kahlil Williams posted 12 points. 

Ryan Bollinger had 8 points and 
Nelson Jones had 7, both off the 
bench. Jones had 6 rebounds, one 
fewer than Alliyu’s team-leading 7.
Penn State Harrisburg will play host 

to Wesley at 8 p.m. Wednesday Feb. 
15, then play host to Marymount at 
3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 18, on Senior 
Day and Alumni Day. It’s their last 
game before any potential CAC 
playoffs.

CAC tourney picture
Third-ranked Christopher Newport 

and 12th-ranked Salisbury each 
continued their winning streaks in 
Saturday’s CAC men’s basketball 
action, locking up the top two seeds 
and first-round byes in the CAC 
postseason. 
Meanwhile, York secured the 

No. 3 seed and a first-round home 
game with a win of its own, while 
St. Mary’s and Mary Washington 
picked up key victories for playoff 
positioning. 
With two games remaining the regu-

lar season, CNU (21-2, 15-1) has now 
won 15 straight games and will host 
a semifinal game on Thursday, Feb. 
23, while Salisbury (19-4, 14-2) has 
won five straight and will also host 
a semifinal. As the No. 3 seed, York 
(15-8, 11-5) will host a first-round 
contest on Tuesday, Feb. 21. 
Seeds four through six remain up 

for grabs, with St. Mary’s (12-11, 
7-9), Marymount (10-13, 7-9), and 
Wesley (9-14, 7-9) in a three-way 
tie for fourth followed by Mary 
Washington (11-12, 6-10) and Penn 
State Harrisburg (9-14, 6-10) one 
game back in a tie for seventh. 
Key matchups for playoff positing 

this week include Wesley at Penn 
State Harrisburg (Wednesday), 
Mary Washington at Marymount 
(Wednesday), Salisbury at St. Mary’s 
(Wednesday), Marymount at Penn 
State Harrisburg (Saturday), and 
Mary Washington at Wesley (Sat-
urday). 

Penn State men’s 
basketball team 
still in running 
for CAC playoffs

The Penn State Harrisburg women’s 
basketball team split a pair of games 
last week and stand at 6-17 on the 
season overall, 4-12 in the Capital 
Athletic Conference.
They battled back from a 16-point 

deficit Wednesday evening, Feb. 8, 
to force the match into overtime at 
Salisbury University in Salisbury, 
Maryland. But they eventually fell 
to the Sea Gulls in overtime, 64-55. 
Penn State struggled throughout the 

first half, scoring a combined total 
of 10 points throughout the first two 
quarters. The Sea Gulls led at half 
time 26-10 before the Lion’s came 
out hot in the second and dominated 
offensively
The Lion’s started off the second 

half with a 9-0 run to cut the home 
team’s lead to 10. Kaitlyn Carmo 
sank two straight layups late in the 
third quarter to bring Harrisburg 
within 5 of Salisbury before they 
scored four points of their own to lead 
by 9 heading into the final quarter.
With four minutes to go in regula-

tion, Shanique Mattis finished a 
three to put the Lions only three 
points behind. Mattis sank a second 
3-pointer with 1:04 to go to tie the 
game up for the first time all night. 
Both teams stayed strong defensively 
for the final minute to force the game 
to overtime.
Salisbury pulled away in overtime, 

outscoring Harrisburg 17-8 to hold 
on for their eighth conference win.
Carmo led for the Blue and White 

with 15 points and 6 rebounds fol-
lowed by teammate Tessa Dolce, who 
posted 14 points and 7 rebounds off 
the bench. Mattis had 9 points and 
7 rebounds.
On Saturday, Feb. 11, in Freder-

icksburg, Virginia, Carmo scored 13 
points, Mattis sunk a key last-second 
free throw, and the Lions found a way 
to win their toughest road matchup of 
the season against Mary Washington. 
It was only the Eagles’ second loss 

of the season.
It took a few minutes at the begin-

ning of the game for Penn State 
Harrisburg to shake off the rust and 

get going on offense, allowing Mary 
Washington to quickly build a 7-0 
lead out of the gate.
Soon the Lions started to find their 

groove at both ends of the court, spur-
ring a 13-2 run from the 4:09 mark 
in the first quarter through the 4:14 
mark of the second quarter — almost 
10 straight minutes in which Mary 
Washington managed only 2 points.
Both teams struggled offensively 

for long stretches over the first 20 
minutes. Penn State Harrisburg 
went into halftime shooting only 
28.6 percent from the field, while 
going 1-7 at the charity stripe. Mary 
Washington did not fare much better, 
also shooting only 28 percent from 
the field and doing slightly better 
from the stripe, connecting on five 
of their 12 attempts.
The largest lead in the first half for 

the Lions came on a Carmo 3-point 
basket with 2:51 to go before half-
time, putting them up five, 22-17.
Mary Washington scored the final 

four points to close the close Penn 
State's lead to 22-21 at the half.
The second half was a highly com-

petitive, well-balanced back-and-
forth between both teams, resulting 
in six lead-changes and 12 ties from 
start to finish. No team ever led by 
more than five points.
The contest was up in the air until the 

final seconds. Penn State Harrisburg 
was provided opportunities in the 
final minute of the game to create 
some cushion, but missed three of 
their four free-throw attempts. The 
one that did go in, compliments of 
Mattis with 9 seconds left, would turn 
out to be the final point of the game.
Carmo added 10 rebounds for a 

double-double. Mattis also pulled 
in 10 rebounds. Precious Shirk had 
12 points, 5 rebounds, 5 steals and 
3 assists.
Penn State Harrisburg will return 

home Wednesday, Feb. 15, to take 
on the Wesley Wolverines (9-13, 
7-8 CAC). Tip-off is set for 6 p.m. 
On Saturday, they will play host to 
Marymount at 1 p.m. They are out 
of the CAC playoff race.

Lion women pick up 
tough road victory

Falcon girls get ready for tourney

Photo by Jodi Ocker

The Lower Dauphin girls basketball team, which finished its season on a six-game winning streak for a record of 16-6 overall and 11-3 in the Mid-
Penn Conference Keystone Division (tied for second behind Bishop McDevitt) will play its next game in the District III Class 5A championships. 
The team earned the No. 5 seed and will play No. 12 seed Donegal at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 21. Harrisburg is the No. 1 seed, followed by 
Susquehannock, New Oxford and Lampeter-Strasburg. The top 16 make the tourney. If they win, they will play at Lampeter-Strasburg or play 
host to Cocalico on Friday, Feb. 24, in the quarterfinals. The Falcon boys missed the tournament by the slightest of margins, finishing 17th. 
They had 0.590818 rating points to No. 16 Exeter Township’s 0.591132 points.

The Penn State Harrisburg men’s 
and women’s track and field teams 
traveled to Susquehanna University 
on Feb. 3 for the Susquehanna Open 
as both squads prepare for the Capital 
Athletic Conference Championship on 
Saturday, Feb. 18.
Neither team placed overall.

Men’s performances
• Cameron Yon and Julian Pittman 

each finished in the Top 20 for the 

men’s shot put. Yon placed 15th with a 
distance of 11.18 meters with Pittman 
close behind in 16th with 11.15 meters.
• Vladhimir Theophile finished sec-

ond in the men’s 400 meter dash with 
a time of 50.93 seconds. Xavier Smith 
posted a 13th place finish with a time 
of 53.45 seconds.
• In the men’s 60 meter dash, Josiah 

Owhe placed third at 7.06 seconds.
• Jalil Clayton posted a first-place 

finish in the men’s 200 meter dash 

with a time of 23.05 seconds. Team-
mate Jacob Kaminski-Mainardi placed 
16th in the event with a time of 24.34 
seconds.
• Kadeem Willis placed 13th in the 

men’s 800 meter run at 2:04.74.
• The relay team consisting of Theo-

phile, Derrick Young, Smith, and 
Clayton posted a first-place finish for 
the mens 4X400 meter relay. A second 
team consisting of Scott Mundis, Jacob 
Kaminski-Mainardi, Kevin Afoakwah 

and Josiah Owhe also placed in the top 
ten with an 8th place finish.

Women’s performances
• Ashley Williams won the 60 meter 

hurdles with a time of 9.13 seconds.
• Logan Akers placed 27th in the 

women’s 3,000-meter run with a time 
of 12:15.43.
• Veronica Repetz posted a 2:39.29 

time for the women’s 800 meter run 
to put her in 22nd place.

Penn State track and field getting ready for CAC Championships
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February is the American Heart As-
sociation’s National Heart Month. 
“Every year, heart disease claims 

the lives of a half million men and 
women in the United States alone — 
husbands and wives, moms and dads, 
with loved ones left behind wondering 
if the loss could have been prevented. 
Many times, it could have been,” said 
Surender Singh, M.D., a cardiologist 
with Cardiac Consultants, 2112 Har-
risburg Pike, Suite 100, in Lancaster.
Heart disease is still the leading cause 

of death by far — responsible for 
more deaths than all forms of cancer 
combined, according to information 
from Lancaster Regional Medical 
Center & Heart of Lancaster Regional 
Medical Center.
With millions of adult men and 

women living with heart disease, and 
millions more living with the risk fac-
tors that precede heart disease, here 
are some things you can focus on this 
Valentine’s Day to help protect your 

heart, according to the medical center. 
• Evaluate and address metabolic 

syndrome. This is a group of health 
risks — large waist size, elevated 
blood pressure, glucose intolerance, 
low HDL cholesterol, and high triglyc-
erides — that dramatically increases 
your chance of developing heart 
disease. But metabolic syndrome is 
reversible, and your doctor can help 
you determine your ideal numbers. 
• Address diabetes head-on. Diabetes 

increases the risk of heart disease in 
women even more than it does in men. 
Although women usually develop 
heart disease about 10 years later than 
men, diabetes erases that advantage. 
Type II diabetes is highly treatable, 
and in some cases even reversible. 
Work with your doctor to prevent or 
manage the condition and add years 
to your life. 
• Stop smoking. Smoking remains one 

of the greatest independent risks for 
heart attack and stroke in both sexes, 

but women who smoke are twice as 
likely to have a heart attack as males. 
• Get moving. We’ve all heard it — 

“sitting is the new smoking.” Even if 
you work out for an hour a few days 
each week, sitting more than six hours 
a day increases your risk of heart 
disease almost as much as smoking. 
• Chill out together. The dangers of 

chronic stress, overwork and sleep 
deprivation cannot be overestimated 

in terms of their impact on your heart 
health. Americans’ lives are notori-
ously busy and stress-filled, so use 
the week of Valentine’s Day to focus 
on happiness and relaxation. 
• Get peace of mind. If you have risk 

factors, symptoms or a family history 
of heart disease, invest in appropriate 
diagnostic testing to ensure your risk 
is managed. Work with your doctor to 
determine which testing is best for you. 

Get healthier and fight heart disease with these lifestyle changes

People Who Read 
Newspapers Are:

Better Parents
Better Teachers
Better Students
It All Starts With 
A Newspaper

Read One Today!
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Tonight, you get your say.
At 6:30 p.m. in council chambers on the second floor of the Municipal Build-

ing, you can watch a presentation by Council President Ben Kapenstein about 
what a police shared services agreement might look like.
Then he and presumably Mayor James H. Curry III will answer questions from 

you about the possible futures of Middletown’s police force. 
Kapenstein and Curry have been holding meetings in recent months with rep-

resentatives of Lower Swatara Township, and to this point both have described 
the meetings as very general in nature; aimed at gauging the level of interest on 
the part of the two municipalities regarding whether to pursue a regional force 
or some kind of contractual arrangement.
Tonight, we get to hear just where those talks stand.
We hope you attend with an open mind. Despite what some residents seem to 

believe, we take officials at their word that discussions are in the early stages, 
and that nothing is set in stone.
As we have stated several times before in editorials, we support regionaliza-

tion and potentially even a contract for services with Lower Swatara Township 
if coverage is the same or improved and the cost is right. That is in line with 
comments by Curry and Kapenstein.
“There are a million details, but big-picture wise if we can find a way to keep 

the same or better level of service for the same or a discounted cost — if we 
can save money and keep the same or get a better level of service — then it is 
something that we have a fiduciary responsibility to explore, in my opinion,” 
Kapenstein has said.
We are all well and good with that.
What does concern us, however, is that it does not appear the borough will fill 

two police officer positions until a decision is made about how to proceed: keep 
the department as it is, regionalize with Lower Swatara, or contract for services 
with Lower Swatara being the three main possibilities.
Adding a new full-time police officer with salary and benefits would add 

“complexity” to ongoing discussions, Curry recently told the Press And Journal, 
adding “I will not do a deal” that does not provide protection to the officers 
employed by the department.
That would seem to put a contract for services with Lower Swatara in jeopardy, 

because it seems very unlikely that the township would have its hands tied by 
agreeing to take all the Middletown officers under such a contract, if in fact 
Curry’s description of protection” means Middletown officers must be part of 
a “new” department.
We fear that we simply do not have enough police on the streets and won’t 

until a decision is made on how to proceed with the department. The positions 
are budgeted. Fill them.
We understand that hiring officers in the midst of these discussions could be 

difficult, but it certainly is not impossible. We understand that finding top can-
didates at a time when the very future of the department is in question might be 
a challenge, but it should not prevent the borough from proceeding.
Remember, this is a department that less than a year ago went an entire shift 

without an officer on duty. It’s a borough that is so concerned about crime that 
we had a series of meetings spearheaded by council member Dawn Knull (and 
former Chief John Bey) to look at how crime can be addressed. A neighborhood 
crime watch meeting also is being held this week, by the way, at 7 p.m. Thursday 
at the Historical Society Museum, 29 E. Main St.
One open position is a new one put into the 2017 budget. The other is that 

caused by the retirement of Detective Richard Hiester in January. Gary Rux 
was promoted to detective, but that leaves Rux’s patrol position open. Late last 
year, there was talk of promoting part-time Patrol Officer Adam Tankersley to 
the full-time position, but no official action has been taken.
Curry said the positions have not been filled because the priority was finding a 

replacement for Bey. That is done. George Mouchette is on board. Now Curry 
wants the interim chief to give a “fresh set of eyes” and evaluate the depart-
ment’s manpower needs. 
He might agree to allowing Mouchette to fill the full-time positions with part-

time officers if it is necessary to fill “the void” until the borough determines 
what the long-term future of police services in the town will be, Curry said. That 
seems to be a very reasonable action.
Remember, too, that what you say tonight probably will have a bearing on how 

the borough proceeds. At least, we certainly hope so. That should be a major 
point in holding the meeting.
This is an election year. Kapenstein is running again. Curry hasn’t said one 

way or the other. 
You likely will have their attention.
We realize that eliminating or making major changes to the Middletown Police 

Department is a touchy subject. But if you attend tonight, please be civil. Be 
open-minded. Consider what it would be like if the changes were made and 
whether your life would really be affected all that much. 
And then consider that it might be best for the borough and its residents, both 

financially and from a safety standpoint, to have a different type of police force.

Enjoying Hillary and the spa on 
Christmas — no, not that Hillary

EDO’CONNOR

READERVIEW

My mother’s much younger brother George 
was in a terrible accident on Jan. 11, 1992 while 
working at a construction project. 
When Uncle George was put into the medi-

cally induced coma, he never came out of it. 
Many things have happened in the family since 
then including marriages, births, and sadly the 
death of his beloved wife, Gertrude, but we all 
moved on with our lives as Uncle George lay 
helpless in the nursing home. 
Then suddenly, a call from my mom. A 

“miracle” she was screaming. Yes it was true: 
Uncle George had finally come out of his veg-
etative state and was becoming cognitive of 
his surroundings. “Hurry and get here” mom 
said, so I did. 
I talked to my favorite uncle as soon as I got 

there. He was a bit slower and much older 
sounding, but he could comprehend everything 
I was saying. I told him all about the family 
and who had come and gone. He was amazed. 
Then I said to Uncle George, “You’ll never 

believe this, but remember your favorite football 
player from UCLA and the Buffalo Bills in the 
NFL, O.J. Simpson?” 
“Well of course,” he said. “O.J. was the great-

est running back of all time.”
I told him that O.J. was accused of murdering 

his wife and male friend by slitting her throat and 
stabbing the friend to death. He was acquitted, 
and is now in jail for kidnapping somebody else. 
“No way”! he exclaimed. “That’s not possible. 

Everybody loved O.J.” 
“Wait it gets better,” I continued. “Joe Paterno 

from Penn State was brought down in a child 
sex scandal and died a couple of months later.”
“Saint Joe, with the grand experiment and all 

of those great seasons at Penn State? How’s 
that possible?” 
“It’s true, and you’ll never believe this one. 

America’s favorite dad is on trial as a serial 
rapist. That’s right, Bill Cosby. Bruce Jenner’s 
now a woman. You remember him, don’t you 
Uncle George? His name is Caitlin now. The 
Wheaties box, the gold medal, the all-American 
boy, the greatest athlete in the world. Well it’s 
all true.” My uncle’s monitors started to show 
some increased levels of what I wasn’t sure. 
Then I told him that President Donald Trump 
had just signed 16 executive orders in his first 
two weeks in office including trying to ban im-
migrants from seven Muslim countries.
I heard a high-pitched sound from the moni-

tors. Nurses came running. Uncle George had 
flat-lined.

Larry Kapenstein
Middletown

Uncle George 
out of coma, 
can’t take 2017

Hi, gang! 
It has been awhile since my magic 

fingers have tapped the keyboard and 
much has occurred — the U.S. elec-
tion, Thanksgiving, Christmas, New 
Year’s, my birthday, we moved to a 
new apartment and the yearly meet-
ing of my fan club in Middletown. 
My fan club wanted to have its an-

nual meeting on my birthday, but the 
one lady got sick and the other didn’t 
want to be the only member present 
— even though she had a quorum.
Hmmm. Where to start?
It was the day before Christmas and 

all through the spa, every creature 
was stirring, including Ol-ga.
Yes, it was Christmas Eve and we 

just returned from the pool — prob-
ably seems a bit different than with 
what you are accustomed. We spent 
Dec. 23 to Dec. 26 at an all-inclusive 
resort/spa in southern Ecuador, not 
too far from the Peruvian border. 
We left Cuenca with a personal 

driver who said he knew exactly 
where we were going. It is a three- 
to four-hour trip from Cuenca to the 
resort. We left at 11 a.m. Eight and 
a half hours later we, by the grace 
of God, (sorry about that reference, 
libtards) arrived at the resort. In all 
that time, we were out of the car for 
10 minutes. My kidneys thought 
that I had deserted them. Yet another 
adventure. 
As I noted before, every day here is 

an adventure. We arrived in time for 
the buffet dinner, but at that point we 
were dern near fagged (sorry about 
that word, libtards. Fortunately, we 
don’t have to be concerned about the 
PC Nazis here). 
When we came back to our room 

and went to bed around midnight, 
the noise started. In the adjoining 
room was a Chinese family of five 
who were whooping it up until after 1 
a.m. and didn’t start again until 6:30 
a.m. We went to reception and asked 
if we could get a different room and 
they accommodated us. We got an 
upgrade at no additional cost.
What a super place! If we could 

have gotten rid of the snot gobblers, it 
would have been dern near paradise. 
Don’t get me wrong. I love children. 
My favorite way is barbecued. 
I know that this portion probably 

makes no sense to you teetotalers, 
but since the resort is an all-inclusive, 
we decided to check out one of the 
bars. We bellied up to the bar above 
one of the three swimming pools. I 
ordered a margarita and Olga ordered 
(what else) a White Russian … then 
the second round. 
With Olga’s Spanish and my win-

ning smile, we were able to converse 
with our “barman,” Marco. I told him 
that I had been a “barman” in the 
United States for 18 years. 
There was a big slushee-type ma-

chine that had a light green drink. 
I asked him that I wanted to know 
the content. He tapped a glass for 
us. It was a grasshopper. (If you 
want to know — Google it). Then 
unbeknownst to us, he started mak-
ing various drinks to impress this 
former “barman.” 
His libations began with multicol-

ored layered drinks using ingredients 
of different hues — starting with 

three different liqueurs and juices 
and ending at six. He even made 
a cocktail with the colors of the 
Ecuadorian flag. Marco was very 
impressive! 
Of course, we did not want to cre-

ate an international incident, so we 
downed each of his creations with a 
smile, which kept getting bigger with 
each new concoction. We bid adieu 
to Marco promising him we would 
see him manana, Christmas Day.
Oh, I forgot to tell you — we had 

no problem with “liar,” “dishonest,” 
“cheat,” “corrupt,” “crook,” “crimi-
nal,” “Marxist,” “anti-military,” et 
al. Why do I use these adjectives? 
The name of the resort at which we 
stayed? The Hillary Nature Resort 
Spa, www.hillaryresort.com, if 
interested.
Then it happened — Olga stepped 

in the pool on the top step and fell, 
bruising and skinning both legs and 
turning her ankle. She could not walk 
and had to lean on me just to walk. 
Hillary caught up with us. So, the 
rest of our Christmas getaway was 
very limited as to what we could 
do. At least the one open bar was 

accessible. The return trip was of 
the expected duration.
As for the election — what can I 

say? How about it is the first time in 
eight years I haven’t been ashamed 
or embarrassed to be an American? 
We had Thanksgiving dinner at the 

church and New Year’s was spent at 
a friend’s apartment. We counted 35 
different locations around the city 
that had fireworks displays and only 
had a 180-degree view. The spectacle 
went on for more than an hour. 
My birthday was memorable — we 

moved. I shall always remember 
birthday No. 70. 
Moving was another adventure. We 

moved from a three-bedroom, two-
bathroom apartment to a smaller two-
bedroom, two and a half-bath place. 
We sold all of our living room and 

dining room furniture to Canadians 
with one ad. They wanted it right 
away so we had no place to sit or 
eat. We moved our one bed into the 
living room in front of the TV and 
that is what we used for two weeks. 
We had no idea we accumulated so 

much “stuff” since we moved here. 
During the move the moving truck 
was involved in a chain reaction 
accident. It was not his fault but 
he had to go to the police station 
for four hours. We had to purchase 
new furniture for the new apartment, 
unpack boxes and find a home for the 
stuff and have the internet transferred 
to the new address, (not as easy as it 
sounds). Finally, with eight days of 
work, we had the task accomplished.
One final note for now: We had a 

weather anomaly — the highest tem-
perature ever recorded in the city, 84 
degrees, and the lowest temperature, 
32 degrees, both in a 24-hour period!
I wish all of you a happy and pros-

perous New Year!
Until later from beautiful Cuenca 

... Eddy the Expat

Ed O’Connor, a former resident 
of Middletown and Lower Swatara 
Township, is an expatriate living in 
Cuenca, Ecuador.

Contributed photo
Ed and Olga hang out at Hillary.

The annual state budget process 
got underway last week when 
Gov. Tom Wolf outlined his 2017-
18 spending plan before a joint 
session of the General Assembly. 
What the governor laid out is 

only the first step in the lengthy 
budget process. Months of public 
hearings, committee meetings and 
additional revenue forecasts will ultimately influ-
ence what the final budget document looks like. 
The governor did, however, establish a realistic 

starting point. His $32.3 billion proposal is bal-
anced without broad-based tax increases and 
includes several initiatives aimed at reducing 
spending and improving efficiencies by consoli-
dating some state agencies. His administration 
estimates this could save the commonwealth 
about $2 billion. 
As I take part in the budget process for the first 

time as a state representative, I’m focused on pro-
tecting the citizens and job creators in the 106th 
District from unnecessary government growth. 
After hearing the governor’s budget address, I’m 
cautiously optimistic that he is on the same page. 
While his address offered few details, I’m glad 

the governor is interested in finding ways to reduce 
spending while providing efficient, effective and 
sustainable state services and systems.
I look forward to the upcoming House Appro-

priations Committee hearings that will unveil 
more details on his plan. Those hearings begin 
Tuesday, Feb. 21. 
More information about the budget process 

can be found at www.PAHouseGOP.com. I also 
encourage you to stay tuned to my website, Rep-
Mehaffie.com, and my Facebook page, Facebook.
com/RepMehaffie, for more information about the 
budget in the coming months.
                                

Open house
As I begin my first term in office, I am excited 

to meet the people I represent so that we can all 
work together. 
I hope you’ll join us for my Open House from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, March 7, at 250 W. 
Chocolate Ave., Suite 2, Hershey, to learn more 
about how we can help you with state government-
related issues and concerns. 
We share office space with Congressman Charlie 

Dent, and I’ve invited him to join us so you can 
learn about federal government-related issues and 
services as well. 
No advance registration is required to attend my 

open house. Please feel free to just stop by and say 
hello! For more information, visit my website at 
RepMehaffie.com or contact my office by phone 
at 717-534-1323.
                   

Gone fishin’
Trout season is just around the corner, and lo-

cal anglers are now able to find out when their 
favorite fishing hole will be stocked with trout 

by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission. 
The guides are available online and on the com-

mission’s FishBoatPA mobile app. 
The commission stocks approximately 3.15 

million adult trout in more than 720 streams 
and 120 lakes open to public angling each year. 
These figures include approximately 2 million 
rainbow trout; 640,000 brown trout; and 500,000 
brook trout. 
The average size of the trout produced for stock-

ing is 11 inches in length. 
The statewide opening day for trout season is 

Saturday, April 15, but a regional opening day in 
18 south-central and southeastern counties, includ-
ing Dauphin County, is set for Saturday, April 1. 
Additionally, the commission will host Mentored 

Youth Trout Days on Saturday, March 25, for 
those same 18 counties and Saturday, April 8, 
statewide. Youth younger than age 16 can join 
a mentor (adult) angler who has a current fish-
ing license and trout permit to fish for trout the 
Saturday before the regular opening days. Youth 
anglers must obtain a mentored youth permit or 
voluntary youth fishing license as well. 
Go to www.fishandboat.com for information.              
                     

Property tax, rent rebates
Applications for Pennsylvania’s Property Tax/

Rent Rebate program are available online and 
in my office. Eligible participants can receive a 
rebate of up to $650 based on their rent or property 
taxes paid in 2016. 
The program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians 

who are 65 years or older, widows and widowers 
50 years or older, and those 18 years or older with 
permanent disabilities. 
Applications for the program are due by June 

30. Claim forms are available by contacting my 
Hershey office at 717-534-1323, or online at 
RepMehaffie.com.
                    

Winter Fling
I had a great time at the Hummelstown Com-

munity Foundation’s third annual Winter Fling 
in the square. Music, ice sculptures, food, wine 
tasting and children’s activities kept everyone’s 
mind off the chilly weather. 

First responders
Our local first responders work tirelessly to pro-

tect our communities. In an effort to thank them 
for their service, I attended the Rutherford Fire 
Company’s annual firefighters’ appreciation din-
ner, where I ran into some familiar faces. Thank 
you to all of our first responders for everything 
you do! 

Rep. Tom Mehaffie, R-Lower Swatara, represents 
the 106th House District, which includes Middle-
town, Lower Swatara Township and Royalton. 
Email him at tmehaffie@pahousegop.com. His 
Capitol office telephone number is 717-787-2684.

TOMMEHAFFIE
Wolf’s budget is a starting point

 

What is your utmost concern (if any) about 
regionalization of police departments?

Responses are taken from Facebook and are not edited for spelling or grammar.

Scott Merchlinski: Cost savings. Not just $$ shown on some over-priced, 
paid consulting report. Actual, real-life, measurable savings over multiple/
many years. Additionally, this will NEED to be supported by all with any 
interests in seeing this succeed. If not, too many “regional’ departments 
disband. Which, of course effects that whole $$ saving idea.
Leah Bell: Regional or Contract for service??? BIG differences between 

the two.
David Gassert: who really is making a buck off this
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Fall in love with nature, for health 
• “Hey, I have a question about the 

police regionalization. You named 
all the players there at the meeting. 
Funny, I didn’t hear any of our of-
ficers there or the Chief? Isn’t true 
that the last police ‘regionalization’ 
with Swatara and Paxtang caused 
the Paxtang officers to retest for 
their jobs or otherwise be fired! 
Because that’s pretty much what 
will happen if you contract ser-
vices!!! Our officers will not be 
policing here. They’ll all be fired, 
and the new department will hire 
their new officers.”

• “How could it get any better? 
I hope all of you enjoy elect-
ing Ayatollah Trump when he 
gets this executive order signed. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
politics/white-house-considering-
order-on-religious-freedom-that-
critics-warn-could-lead-to-disc
rimination/2017/02/02/631ea4
1a-e8ee-11e6-bf6f-301b6b443624-
_story.html?utm_term=.ba-
f71a3912e9. ‘Administration of-
ficials are considering a proposed 
executive order, a draft of which 
was obtained by The Washington 
Post, that would provide individu-
als and organizations wide latitude 
in denying services, employment 
and other benefits on the basis 
of their religious beliefs, though 
Spicer emphasized that Trump 
had no immediate plans to issue 
a directive on the issue.’ When he 
gets away with it this does not mean 
just Muslims - any religion deemed 
inappropriate for the national good 
can be eliminated from having 
any kind of rights. Complete and 
total disregard for the constitution 
continuing and accelerating.”

• “I have seen a lot of posts about 
the police lately and I am glad peo-
ple are questioning what the leaders 
of the area political subdivisions 
about the treatment of their police 
officers. These men and women put 
on a gun and a badge every day to 
protect us and battle the forces of 
evil in our society. This, I might 
note, is something that few in our 
society are brave enough to do. 
I do not blame all of the cops in 
America if they decide tomorrow 
to seek other career paths. Just look 
at the life altering experience that 
Hummelstown cop went through 
just a little over a year ago. She 
did not do anything wrong, and 
she lost her career, her safety, and 
almost her freedom if not for a very 
conscious jury. So every day that 
these folks go out to do their jobs. 
It is not only their career at stake, 
but their LIVES, FREEDOM, and 
FAMILY that may also suffer the 
consequences of what they do. 
SUPPORT YOUR POLICE OF-
FICERS AT ALL COSTS.”

• “Support our troops and thank 
our Vets by using a ‘green porch 
light’. Google it to read more 
about it.”

• “Anyone else still look for the 
Elks Theatre marquee every time 
they go through downtown? Old 
habits die hard, I guess.”

• “Hey all you people that are so 
upset about the ban on immigrants, 
lets do this: YOU trade places with 
THEM.”

• “Hey people what’s wrong with 
this picture? Route 230 bridgework 
is done but opening months away, 
DUH the bridge isn’t done till the 
bridge is open, where do these 
people come from.”

• “Hey, Mayor, how did your 

‘mass exodus’ from MRI go?”

• “Just to be clear, the Township 
wants to take farmland, use tax 
dollars to remove farmland from 
the township and create space that 
will require tax dollars to main-
tain and upkeep? I thought LST 
was running low on farmland? I 
thought LST taxes were already 
high? How many ‘parks’ does 
one Township need? According 
to the Future Comprehensive Plan 
Draft, ‘Open space, such as parks, 
lawns, and landscapes, as well 
as natural areas, including river 
islands, occupied the remaining 38 
percent’ (in 2014). The plan also 
states ‘Lower Swatara owns and 
maintains eight municipal parks 
with facilities. Memorial Park and 
Greenfield Parks are its largest, 
developed for baseball and soc-
cer, respectively. Shope Gardens 
and Woodridge have additional 
baseball fields. Greenwood Com-
mons has a nature area. Other parks 
are neighborhood parks with play 
equipment, pavilions and picnic 
tables, and grass fields.’ Page 12 
of the Future Comprehensive Plan 
Draft has a nice little table outlining 
each park with acreage. Total acre-
age comes to 58.10 acres. Visit the 
Lower Swatara Township website 
people and do your research before 
another cent of your tax dollars 
is spent.”

• “I’d like to reply to the Sound 
Off about Ron Paul and the com-
ment that he made himself look 
bad. Ron Paul did not make himself 
look bad at all and in fact he looked 
great for standing up and asking 
the board the tough questions that 
concerns all LST residents and 
their tax dollars. He made himself 
look great and proved he is willing 
to stand up to what that has been 
occurring. You say it is evident that 
he wants to be a commissioner. I 
would say you are right and he is 
not trying to hide that in anyway 
at all. Ron Paul wants to become 
a commissioner because he, like 
many of us is sick and tired of 
seeing the truth about what is go-
ing in the Township at the hands 
of the current leadership, why else 
would he want to come back and be 
a commissioner? It is because he 
dedicated his life to Lower Swatara 
and cares about it and that is why 
we need him to be involved again 
in Lower Swatara. The guy served 
us as manager for 25+ years and 
is happily retired; he is trying to 
become a commissioner to save 
us. I like Ben Hall and think he 
will do well. Ben and Ron could 
do great things together. Once we 
rid ourselves of the old regime’s 
leaders things will go much better 
for Lower Swatara Township.”

• “To the person who stated you 
will never see a cop if Lower 
Swatara patrols Middletown or 
get them at their office door, this is 
2017 all you ever have to do is call 
717-558-6900 and a police officer 
will appear at your front door or 
call you on the phone, step into the 
future already. Also there is abso-
lutely no reason to think or believe 
that the Lower Swatara Township 
Police won’t give the Middletown 
residents the same courteous and 
professional service they have 
given their community for years, 
it is just who they are as officers, 
they will embrace you the same 
way they have embraced their own 
community and you know why? 
Because you will become part of 
their community and that is how 
they treat the citizens they serve 

with dignity and respect. They do 
remarkable police work and will 
have the same great relationship 
with you that they have with the 
residents of Lower Swatara.”

• “As a resident that works a var-
ied schedule, I can’t make meetings 
but I do read the minutes after they 
get posted. It seems like it takes 
longer than it should though to post 
them. Just because you don’t see 
faces doesn’t mean people aren’t 
following what happens at these 
meetings.”

• “While I agree with and liked 
the Press And Journal’s editorial 
last week about local politicians 
and government and the negativity 
they must put up with while making 
sacrifices serving others, I feel like 
a more important editorial would 
be about the responsibilities and 
duties they have to their constitu-
ents and how they should hold up 
and follow through on them. Only 
the people can police their local 
government and politicians and 
sadly that rarely happens. Once 
voted in they are left to do as they 
wish and most people ‘trust’ they 
are doing what is best for all people. 
Then it flips back to the integrity 
of the elected official to be able to 
work without being checked and 
still do the right thing. The local 
governments and politicians that 
have received so much negative 
feedback in social media, I believe 
there is a reason for it, simply 
because it has been so steady and 
to me that indicates a problem. If 
I were a local politician who was 
good and honest and continually 
receiving negative feedback for 
years straight, I’d hit the problem 
head on and speak on it and prove 
them wrong. I would do media 
interviews clearly explaining the 
truth for all to hear. The funny 
thing in our area is you never see 
them do that and there is a reason 
for that. The bottom line is those 
politicians themselves and the 
people know when things don’t 
make sense or add up they never 
fool everybody. The breakdown of 
the system is the people never rise 
up and demand answers from their 
local politicians and the politicians 
bank on that literally. This is why it 
continues and never gets corrected, 
because ‘we the people’ allow it 
and they love us for it. I guess we 
can only blame ourselves.”

• “Your negative feedback was 
dying down if you didn’t notice, but 
you had to make your unintelligent, 
dishonest and shady comments and 
rip that right back open didn’t you. 
Oh well so be it.”

• “If I understand correctly the 
Borough is going to make Mill 
Street a two-hour parking zone. I 
hope that’s not the case. There are 
people in Interfaith Apartments 
who receive services from nurses 
and home-health-care aides, and 
those aides may need to be parked 
for three and four hours or more 
at a time. Bad enough that the 
AMTRAK lot parking has been 
taken away but where will the aides 
park now?”

SOUNDOFF You may email your Sound Off any time day or 
night at our website: www.pressandjournal.com.

Sound Off is published as 
a venue for our readers to 
express their personal opin-
ions and does not express 
the opinions of the Press 
And Journal. Sound Off is 
published in the Viewpoints 
sections but is not intended 
to be read as news reports. 

LIZAFIELD

Thousands of tired, 
nerve-shaken,
over-civilized people 

are beginning to
find out that going to 

the mountains
is going home; that 

wildness is a necessity.                                        
—John Muir

A walk in the woods can heal the hu-
man heart. The human heart can heal 
our biosphere. This is science, not a 
sweetheart Valentine. But it’s a science 
that gets at the deepest heartache on our 
planet today.
Current human societies have become 

the loneliest, most alienated, isolated, 
depressed, addicted and anxious in his-
tory. That’s a remarkable achievement, 
considering the record human crowd-
edness on our planet and a degree of 
digital connectivity and information flow 
unimaginable to our ancestors. 
Despite these advantages, psychologists 

report that millions of young and old 
alike feel depressed and isolated—that 
they don’t belong, aren’t needed, have 
no reason to exist.
And that’s just among humans. Thou-

sands of other species likewise are losing 
their sense of belonging — so diminished 
in numbers that they can’t find a mate, 
a pack or a community of other interde-
pendent species within which to survive.
Altogether, 66 percent of our world’s 

wildlife will have vanished by 2020, 
according to the World Wildlife Fund’s 
2016 “Living Planet Report.” Since 
1970, populations of vertebrate animals 
(mammals, birds, fish, etc.) have already 
plummeted by more than 58 percent.
Such a stunning exile of wildlife and 

plants — from plankton to whales, soil 
microbes to entire ancient forests — has 
led E.O. Wilson, a trailblazing “sociobi-
ologist,” to call our coming period the 
Eremozoic Era, “the Age of Loneliness.”
Humans are growing isolated on our 

island in space, Wilson points out, be-
reft of the biodiverse communities that 
kept us company — and kept us alive 
— through the eons. Since we are the 
very cause of this new loneliness, we 
are, encouragingly, the solution.

To that end, Wilson has urged a reawak-
ening of “biophilia,” humankind’s innate 
love of the living world. His call has now 
been taken up by health researchers, as 
studies from around the globe indicate 
that natural settings are good medicine 
for the human heart and mind.
For instance, studies conducted by men-

tal health researcher Paul Piff revealed 
that the ancient experience of awe, in 
the face of nature’s grandeur, stirs more 
altruism and kindness, a more expansive 
understanding of one’s purpose than do 
experiences of personal pride.
Japanese studies have also found that 

natural settings relieve stress, as subjects 
assigned to walk within forest settings 
had lower heart rates, less anxiety, bet-
ter moods and more killer-cell immune 
activity than those who walked within 
urban settings. Likewise, a Finnish study 
concluded that “even short-term visits 
to nature areas have positive effects 
on perceived stress relief compared to 
built-up environment.”
At Stanford University, Gregory 

Bratman’s research found that study 
participants who walked in biodiverse 
landscapes reported happier moods, less 
anxiety, better memory retention and less 
obsession with personal problems than 
those walking within built environments.
“We should be encouraging people in 

busy and stressed environments to get 
outside regularly, even for short bits of 
time,” concluded researcher Jules Pretty 
from University of Essex, whose study 
on “green exercise” measured benefits 
to blood pressure, self-esteem and mood.

These studies have profound ecological 
consequence. 
As the biosphere declines and human 

turmoil heats up globally, it’s clear that 
mental health at every level will be vital 
to avoiding the fate of extinction—that 
of other species and ourselves.
Part of nature’s curative effect on san-

ity lies in a release, outside “the four 
walls,” from the grip of fatalism. It is 
this fatalism—a low-grade despair and 
passive “why try?”—that has seized up 
so much human potential to protect our 
only home in the universe.
Stuck perennially indoors, we humans 

tend to remote-view our own planet from 
afar—mainly via barrages of bad-news 
bytes indicating, with zero sentiment, 
with no love and no call to action, that 
it’s all going down and there’s no way 
to stop it. The heart remains unengaged.
The journal BioPsychoSocial Medicine 

projected the results of this heart-bypass 
in 2012. “With global environmental 
concerns, rapid urban expansion, and 
mental health disorders at crisis levels, 
diminished nature contact may not be 
without consequence to the health of the 
individual and the planet itself.”
A happier translation might be: “People, 

get out there.” Engage. Take the kids 
hiking, plant trees and wildlife habitat, 
advocate for our public lands. Join a river 
cleanup or conservation group. There’s 
never been a more urgent time on the 
planet to fall in love. Again. For life.

Liza Field is a conservationist, tree 
planter and ethics teacher in Virginia.

Ordinary Americans, 
reporters, and even a 
congressional panel 
heaped scorn on phar-
maceutical company 
Mylan after it raised the 
price of its epinephrine 
injector set from $100 to 
more than $600. 
Mylan deserves criticism for making 

it harder for patients to afford the injec-
tors they need to prevent fatal allergic 
reactions. But Mylan isn’t the only 
culprit in this scandal. The FDA is sit-
ting on a huge backlog of generic drug 
applications. Such bureaucratic lethargy 
enables companies to form monopolies 
and gouge consumers. 
Policymakers could solve the problem 

by giving the FDA the mandate and 
resources to clear this backlog. Instead, 
they’re training their fire on innovative 
drug companies that have nothing to do 
with this price gouging. Their proposed 
crackdown on these firms wouldn’t stop 
abusive pricing practices, but it would 
stifle innovation and deprive patients of 
lifesaving new medicines.
Price gouging is only possible when 

companies face no competition. The 
FDA has created just such a scenario. 
In October, a full 2,996 generic drug 
applications were pending approval or 
review.  At least two of those would have 
offered allergy sufferers an alternative 
to Epi-Pens. 

But the FDA has stalled both applica-
tions. The agency complains that one 
product uses a slightly different design 
than Epi-Pen,  and that the manufacturer 
of the other product left some testing data 
out of the application.  
This nitpicking is ridiculous. Research-

ers developed epinephrine in 1901. 
It’s now off-patent — as are the older, 
perfectly effective, designs for injectors.  
The only thing stopping companies from 
creating an inexpensive, generic epi-
nephrine injector is FDA lollygagging. 
Other firms have taken advantage of the 

agency’s delays. Turing Pharmaceuticals 
infamously hiked the price of Daraprim, 
a medicine used to treat AIDS patients, 
from $13.50 to $750 overnight. The 
drug hit the market 62 years ago, so 
its patent expired long ago. Likewise, 
Valeant Pharmaceuticals increased the 
prices of the off-patent heart drugs, 
Isuprel and Nitropress, by 525 percent 
and 212 percent.  
These companies got away with upping 

their prices so dramatically because they 
knew the FDA would take years to ap-
prove competing products. 
When manufacturers introduce generic 

drugs to the market, prices plummet. The 
introduction of a second generic drug 
cuts brand-name drug prices in half, on 
average.  
If policymakers want to prevent price 

gouging, they simply need to enable the 
FDA to approve applications far quicker 

than the current average of 47 months.  
Instead of enacting these targeted 

solutions, many of our leaders are on 
the warpath against the research firms 
that spend billions of dollars to create 
innovative new medicines. They’re call-
ing for all manner of direct and indirect 
price controls.
Inventing and bringing a new drug to 

market is a risky and expensive endeavor. 
It costs about $2.6 billion and takes 10 
years. When a company does strike 
gold — developing a unique product 
and gaining FDA approval — restricting 
competition for a limited time makes 
sense. Patents give the company a chance 
to recoup its massive investment in re-
search and development, and ultimately 
reinvest its profits in developing other 
new treatments. 
Price controls would take away the 

financial rewards of drug development. 
It’s worth paying for truly innovative 

drugs. But once medicines go off pat-
ent, there’s no reason for consumers to 
continue shelling out top dollar. Speeding 
the generic drug approval process would 
introduce competition, slash prices, and 
prevent rapacious behavior. 

Sandip Shah is the founder and presi-
dent of Market Access Solutions. He 
spent nearly three decades working at 
large pharmaceutical firms, where he 
developed pricing and reimbursement 
strategies.

SANDIPSHAH
FDA bears some blame in Epi-Pen fiasco

“Lot of killers. We’ve 
got a lot of killers. Boy, 
you think our coun-
try’s so innocent? You 
think our country’s so 
innocent?”
We have carnage and 

we have irony.
The speaker is the 

president, of course. It’s Super Bowl 
Sunday and here he is, generating an-
other eyeball-popping headline as he 
dares to compare American collateral 
damage over the years with (as a chorus 
of shocked critics exclaimed) Vladimir 
Putin’s remorseless homicides. 
This happened during a pre-Super 

Bowl interview with Bill O’Reilly, 
after O’Reilly had challenged Trump’s 
coziness with Russia and called Putin 
a killer.
Republican Sen. Ben Sasse of Ne-

braska summed up the outrage thus: 
“There is no moral equivalency be-
tween the United States of America, 
the greatest freedom-loving nation 
in the history of the world, and the 
murderous thugs that are in Putin’s 
defense of his cronyism.”

Too bad we can’t ask 8-year-old 
Nawar al-Awlaki for her opinion on 
whose killings are worse, America’s 
or Russia’s. 
She apparently bled to death from a 

neck wound a week before the Trump 
interview, during the disastrous U.S. 
raid on Yemen that left a Navy SEAL 
— and maybe 23 civilians — dead. 
This was a Trump-authorized raid, 
the first of his presidency, but had 
been planned many months earlier. 
A newborn baby was also killed in 
the raid, according to the British 
humanitarian organization Reprieve, 
along with other women and children.
How many children have been buried 

thus far in the mass grave we call col-
lateral damage? 
Nawar was the sister of Abdulrahman 

Awlaki, a 16-year-old boy killed in a 
2011 drone strike, two weeks after 
the children’s father, an alleged al-
Qaeda leader (and U.S. citizen), was 
killed, also in a drone strike. “Why 
kill children?” Nawar’s grandfather 
asked after the girl’s death.
But the politics of our drone assas-

sinations and our airstrikes and our 

wars justify and soften the murders 
we commit. Even now, as consensus 
consigns the Iraq war to the status 
of “mistake,” we still refuse to take 
official responsibility for its conse-
quences. The shattered country, the 
dead, the dislocated, the rise of terror-
ism — come on, cut us a little slack, 
OK? We were bringing democracy 
to Iraq.
The unpredictable Trump spews out a 

fragment of spur-of-the-moment truth 
in a Fox News interview — “you think 
our country’s so innocent?” — and 
the consensus critics can only writhe 
in outrage. “One can argue that’s the 
most anti-American statement ever 
made by the president of the United 
States,” retired Gen. Barry McCaffrey 
exclaimed on MSNBC, defending 
American exceptionalism as though 
it’s God.
What a strange game this president 

is playing. Fervid belief in this excep-
tionalism is the foundation of Trump’s 
support. The raw meat he throws to 
his supporters is fear and hatred and 
clearly defined enemies: Muslims, 
Mexicans, refugees and immigrants 

from everywhere (except Europe). 
His allegiance to white nationalism 
and corporatocracy and war, the 
unacknowledged beneficiaries of 
this exceptionalism, is serious, and 
reflected in his cabinet choices.
“Everyone on Trump’s national in-

security team seems to agree on one 
thing: the United States is in a global 
war to the death,” Ira Chernus writes 
at TomDispatch, for instance, quoting 
the crusading militarism of a number 
of his advisers and appointees, such 
as Deputy National Security Adviser 
K.T. McFarland.
“If we do not destroy the scourge of 

radical Islam, it will ultimately destroy 
Western civilization ... and the values 
we hold dear,” she has said.
“For her,” Chernus noted, “it’s an old 

story: civilization against the savages.”
And, indeed, Trump’s ascension 

to the presidency was cited by the 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists as 
the reason they set the Doomsday 
Clock — Planet Earth’s largest, most 
ominous metaphor — ahead by 30 
seconds in January, to two and a half 
minutes to midnight. 

The Bulletin’s Science and Security 
Board explained:
“This already-threatening world 

situation was the backdrop for a rise 
in strident nationalism worldwide in 
2016, including in a U.S. presidential 
campaign during which the eventual 
victor, Donald Trump, made disturbing 
comments about the use and prolifera-
tion of nuclear weapons and expressed 
disbelief in the overwhelming scien-
tific consensus on climate change.”
I note all this in the context of Trump’s 

Fox News tease — that the United 
States is no more innocent in its wars 
and murders than Russia is — and his 
perplexing, perhaps business-related 
friendliness with Putin, which seems 
to address one of the major concerns of 
the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists. 
The board, in its Doomsday Clock 
statement, noted with alarm: “The 
United States and Russia — which 
together possess more than 90 percent 
of the world’s nuclear weapons — re-
mained at odds in a variety of theaters, 
from Syria to Ukraine to the borders 
of NATO.”
Trump is a walking maelstrom of rac-

ism, arrogance, greed, incompetence 
and political incorrectness. He ap-
proved the Navy SEAL raid in Yemen 
with a shrug, as he ate dinner. Children 
died. The smiling face of Nawar al-
Awlaki now haunts the mission.
As Bonnie Kristian wrote recently at 

Business Insider: “President Trump 
promised real change in U.S. foreign 
policy, and in at least one clear regard 
he has already delivered: Where Presi-
dent Obama spent six years waging 
covert drone warfare in Yemen and 
nearly two years quietly supporting 
brutal Saudi intervention in the Gulf 
state’s civil war, Trump drew national 
outrage to this heretofore ignored 
conflict in nine days flat.”
In his own racism and hypocrisy, 

is Trump exposing the hypocrisy of 
the media and the military-industrial 
complex? 
Is the new president somehow hold-

ing hands with the children whose 
deaths he will continue to order?

Robert Koehler, syndicated by Peace-
Voice, is a Chicago award-winning 
journalist and editor.

How can Trump equate U.S. with Russian savagery?
ROBERTKOEHLER
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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown

Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor

Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages

Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel

Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

    CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   

Parish Office 944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor

Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm

Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown

944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF

Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street • 944-5835

Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

New Beginnings Church
at the Riverside Chapel

630 South Union St., Middletown • 388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am

Pastor BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"

890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of 441 & Ebenezer Road)

Phone 939-0766 
Sunday Worship:

Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am

Christian Child Care - 985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor

www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown

717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 

Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 944-4322

Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown

PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
PASTOR JAMES LYLES, 10xBetter

Phone 944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown

Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Church
Calvary Church has been a part of 

the Middletown Borough community 
since 1936. It has been our privilege to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ 
all these years and to do so knowing 
the good news has never changed in 
over 2000 years. We firmly hold to the 
Apostles Creed and the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and its Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching 
what Scripture teaches. If we believe 
the Gospel of Christ, then by trusting 
in his death and resurrection for sin-
ners we can and will be forgiven and 
saved from God’s wrath. Please join 

us each Sunday to hear the Gospel.
 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. and 

6 p.m. We are located at the corner 
of Spruce and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellowship 
meal following the 10:15 a.m. morning 
service on the first Sunday of every 
month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes for 
all ages at 9 a.m., and a Bible Study 
each Wednesday at 7 p.m. We are now 
studying the Gospel of Luke. 
 Feel free to contact us with questions 

at 944-5835.

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Middletown

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Middletown

Evangelical Church meets on the 
corner of Spruce and Water streets at 
157 E. Water St., Middletown, south 
of Main St., behind the Turkey Hill 
convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: 
Sunday school is at 9 a.m. and wor-
ship is at 10:15 a.m. When you walk 
in the door, you will see people of all 
ages and walks of life, some dressed 
formally and others casually in jeans 
and sneakers. Come as you are.
 Our greeters wear nametags, so they 

are easy to find and they will be happy 
to help you if you need any assistance 
or have a question. We celebrate 
communion the first Sunday of each 
month. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, 
and as a congregation in the United 
Methodist Church, we welcome all 
(baptized or un-baptized) to partake 
of the holy sacrament. We invite 
you to experience life at Evangelical 
UMC. Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching for 
the meaning of life, or want to know 
more about Jesus, our doors are open 
for you. Check our website to learn 
more about us: www.eumch.org.
 This week’s worship assistants are 

as follows: Pastor - Lee Ellenberger; 
Lay Liturgist – Mary Woods; Organist 
– Glenn Diritto; Audio Visual - Steve 
Moyer and Jamal Warren; Choir 
Director - Erich Schlicher; Greeters 
– Ethel Angeloff, Joe Underdonk, and 
Kathy Frisbie; Head Usher - Scott 
Green; Nursery Caregivers – Deb 
Lidle, Joyce Moyer, and our choir 
members.
 The alter flowers this week are given 

in memory of husband Grant Reese 
by Evelyn Reese.
 This week’s schedule of activities 

is as follows:
 Wed., Feb. 15: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 

Anonymous Group Book Study; 6:30 
p.m., Choir practice.
 Thurs., Feb. 16: 6 p.m., Girl Scout 

meeting; Finance Committee; 7 p.m., 
Church Council.
 Sun., Feb. 19: 9 a.m., Sunday school; 

10:15 a.m., Worship service.
 Mon., Feb. 20: 4:30 p.m., Com-

munity dinner.
 Tues., Feb. 21: 8:30 a.m., Mission 

Central; 2 p.m., Prayer Shawl Minis-
try; 6 p.m., God’s Kitchen at Wesley, 
meal provided by Geyers; 6:30 p.m., 
Phyllis Bowers meeting.

The Presbyterian Congregation is lo-
cated at the corner of Union and Water 
streets in downtown Middletown. We 
are a body of Christian people who 
reach out to others by sharing God’s 
Word, love, and fellowship. Warm 
greetings to one and all as we seek to 
grow closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Wed., Feb. 15: 6:30 p.m., Presby-

terian Bells of Praise rehearsal; 7:15 
p.m., Chancel Choir rehearsal.
 Church School for all ages is on 

February 19 from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 
We encourage parents to bring the 
children and teens to class, and adults 
are welcome to the Adult Forum. The 
Adult Forum will continue their series 
on being a Christian in the workplace.
 Please join us for worship and 

Communion at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
February 19. Our sanctuary is handi-
capped accessible, and there are also 
hearing devices for anyone wanting to 
use one. Nursery is available during 
the service, as well as Bible Listening 
bags for children to utilize during the 

service. Do join us!
 Mon., Feb. 20: President’s Day. 

Church office will be closed.
Tues., Feb. 21: 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., 

Bible reading together in the confer-
ence room.
 Our electronic newsletter can be 

accessed anytime: (1) Search for the 
website by typing in pcmdt.org or 
Presbyterian Congregation of Middle-
town; (2) The “home page” opens with 
a photo of our church bell tower; (3) 
Go to the upper right hand corner of 
the website and click on “resources”; 
(4) The new page opens with options: 
click on “newsletter.” (These are 
PDF files, should open with Adobe 
Acrobat).
 The Parish Nurse is available by call-

ing the church office at 717-944-4322. 
 For further information, see our 

Website www.pcmdt.org, visit our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
Presbyterian Congregation, or call 
the office.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Middletown

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Middletown

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring 
& Union Streets (121 N. Spring St), 
Middletown. We are a Reconciling In 
Christ Church.
 Please join us for worship. Our wor-

ship times are: Wednesday morning at 
10 a.m., Saturday evening at 5 p.m., 
Sunday morning worship is at 10 a.m., 
Sunday Church School for all ages 
begins at 9 a.m. Our Sunday worship 
service is a recording of the 10 a.m. 
service, which is broadcast at 11 a.m. 
on WMSS 91.1FM. Our Saturday 
service is a casual traditional service. 
This service is usually 45 minutes in 
length. Please enter the church through 
the parking lot door.
Church and Community Events:
 Wed., Feb. 15: 10 a.m., Holy Com-

munion, Chapel.
 Sat., Feb. 18: 5 p.m., Holy Com-

munion.
 Sun., Feb. 19: 9 a.m., Church School; 

10 a.m., Holy Communion.

New Beginnings Church
Middletown

We are an independent body of believ-
ers offering God’s invitation for a new 
beginning to all who seek it. We exist 
to meet the spiritual, emotional and 
physical needs of all people through 
faith in Jesus Christ. We are a Safe 
Sanctuary congregation. 
 New Beginnings Church invites 

you to worship with us each Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children’s 
church is provided. Our congrega-
tion meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 
S. Union St., next to the Rescue Fire 
Company. Sunday School for all ages 
is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. Youth Fellow-
ship is from 5 to 7 p.m. For additional 
church information call 944-9595. For 
security purposes our back and side 
doors will be locked every Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of 
worship. The only door for entry after 
that will be the front door.
 Wednesdays: Craft Group, 1 p.m.; 

Choir rehearsals, 6:30 p.m.; Praise 
Band rehearsals, 7:45 p.m.   
 Sociable Seniors group meets the 

1st and 3rd Monday of every month 
from 1 to 3 p.m.; Intercessory Prayer 
Group meets Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.; 
Blanket making is the 2nd Thursday 
of every month at 9 a.m. We clean 
the Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. Every-
one is welcome to participate in these 
important areas of our church life.
 Bible Study, “Spiritual Boot Camp for 

Overcomers” meets Thursdays at 6:30 
p.m. This study has emphasis on, “If 
you have something in your life that 

is hard to overcome and needs put in 
the past.” Community welcome.
 Sat., Feb. 18: A community prayer 

vigil will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. We invite you to come 
in and light a candle and pray for indi-
viduals, the community and the nation.
 Pastor Britt writes a daily devotional 

on Facebook page, “One Way, One 
Truth, One Life.” We invite all to 
read it.
 Nursery: Dana Rhine, Evette Gra-

ham. February ushers: Linda Balmer, 
Diane Rowe, Jackie and Sam Rainal. 
Greeter for February: Bonny Harper. 
 Men’s Group meets every Thursday 

morning at 6 a.m. for prayer. Com-
munity men invited.
 Wooden pickets for our prayer gar-

den, inscribed for the fence, are being 
sold for a cost in memory of, honor 
of, or family name. Contact Michelle 
Strohecker at 717-982-5068. Our 8 
ft. cross, made out of nails, is in the 
prayer garden in the back of the yard 
and is illuminated every night. Drive 
by and see it.
 Our Sunday worship service is 

broadcast on the MAHS radio sta-
tion, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. every 
Sunday afternoon. Listen on the radio 
or the Internet at www.pennlive.com/
wmss/audio. Check us out on our 
website at www.newbeginningsch-
urchmiddletownpa.com.
 Pastor Britt’s parting words each 

Sunday: “Nothing in this world is 
more important than the love of Jesus 
Christ!” We invite you to come and 
experience this love. 

 Sun., Feb. 26: 3 p.m., Susquehanna 
University Choir Concert in St. Peter’s 
sanctuary. Concert is free to the public.
 Tues., Feb. 28: 6:30 p.m., Women of 

St. Peter’s meet in Luther Hall.
 Our food pantry is in need of personal 

care items and non-perishable food 
items. Items collected are taken to 
the Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming St., 
Royalton. Individuals may also take 
items directly to the food pantry, which 
is open Tuesdays and Fridays, from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The Community 
Action Commission office is open 
Tuesdays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the same location.
 Visit our website at www.stpe-

tersmiddletown.org.
 Scripture for February 19: Lev 19:1-

2, 9-18; Ps 119:33-40; 1 Cor 3:10-11, 
16-23; Matt 5:38-48.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
and Childcare, 890 Ebenezer Road, 
Middletown invites everyone to join 
us for worship on Sunday mornings 
lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We 
offer a traditional service at 8:45 a.m. 
and a contemporary service with a 
band (electric guitars) at 10:45 a.m. 
At 10 a.m., between services, there 
is a variety of Christian Education 
classes for all ages.   
 We have several things happening at 

Ebenezer and all are welcome. There is 
a prayer time, “Partners in Prayer,” that 
meets the first Monday of each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, song, and 
meditation we experience the joy of 
God’s presence. Have a favorite board 
game?  “Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of other groups including 
Bible Studies.  The time is here; our 
homemade chocolate Easter Eggs 
are available. Flavors include peanut 
butter, coconut and butter cream. 
For purchasing information please 
contact Mel Bollinger at 583-0502 
or Bill Hoch at 944-6080. Any other 
questions please call us at 939-0766 
or e-mail us at ebenezerumc890@
comcast.net.

Ebenezer United 
Methodist Church

Middletown

Dear Editor...

Dying to respond to the letters or 
articles you’ve read in the 

Press And Journal? 
E-mail the editor:

jasonmaddox@pressandjournal.com

Pennsylvania 
Family 
Roots

GENEALOGY

Sharman Meck Carroll 
PO Box 72413, Thorndale, PA 19372

pafamroots@msn.com

Tracing Your African American Heritage
For many African Americans, tracking down ancestors can present a unique 

set of challenges - few cultural groups face as many obstacles when it comes 
to family history research. Often, a lack of credible documentation can make 
the journey both difficult and time-consuming. Fortunately, a vast collection of 
resource materials are now available and locating key information and records 
can often be done online, at home, or at your local library. As with any family 
history research, it all comes down to a question of persistence, know-how, and 
even a little luck.
 To get started, it’s best to begin with what you know, specifically about your-

self. How far back would you guess your American family goes? What is the 
cultural significance of your surname? Was the name ever changed in recent 
memory? What do you know about your parents and grandparents? To answer 
these questions, you can look for family heirlooms and journals or even chat 
with relatives. Then, you can decide how far back you want to research - to an 
immigrant ancestor, a possible slave owner, or you might want to extend your 
history back to Africa. Then look for solid documentation and records and you’re 
on the path to discovering your heritage.

Types of Records
 Ancestry.com has a variety of African American specific records that are in-

terspersed throughout all the record collections. This section gives examples of 
the types of records you might find: 

Freedman’s Bank Records, 1865-1874
 Shortly after the Civil War, in March 1865, several New York businessmen 

started the Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company, or Freedman’s Bank, a 
savings bank where soldiers and former slaves could invest their money. This 
database is an index to Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company’s registers of 
signatures of depositors. These records show depositors’ names and sometimes 
other personal information such as age, place of birth, and occupation. 

Slave Schedules 1850 and 1860
 Slaves were counted separately during the 1850 and 1860 U.S. censuses. In 

most schedules, the names of owners were recorded; individual slaves were not 
named but were simply numbered and can be distinguished only by age, sex, 
and color. The slave schedules also included information on whether a slave 
was a fugitive from the state (meaning the slave had fled and not returned); 
the number manumitted (or freed slaves); and whether a slave was deaf and 
dumb, blind, insane, or idiotic. The slave schedule was used in the following 
states: Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas and Virginia.                                                            

Slave Narratives
 The Slave Narrative database contains over 20,000 pages of interviews with 

more than 3,500 former slaves; the interviews were collected over a ten-year 
period from 1929 to 1939. The interviews, written exactly as they were dictated, 
mention tens of thousands of people. The narratives are a rare information bank 
of history, culture, and folklore, offering everything from ghost stories to songs 
and hymns. Many of the narratives are also very rich in family history data, often 
identifying ages, places of residence and birth, and names of spouses, children, 
siblings, and parents. This database provides a poignant picture of what it was 
like to live as a slave in the American South.

1870 U.S. Federal Census
 The 1870 census is the first U.S. federal census to list formerly enslaved 

African Americans by name (in previous censuses they were included only as 
tally marks on a page). In addition, census takers were presented with printed 
instructions, which accounts for the greater degree of accuracy in this census 
as compared to earlier censuses.
 Enumerators were asked to include the following categories in the census: 

name; age at last birthday (if a child was under one year of age, months of age 
were to be stated as fractions, such as 1/12); sex; color; profession; occupation 
or trade of every male and female; value of real estate; place of birth; whether 
mother and father were of foreign birth; whether born or married within the year 
and the month; those who could not read; those who could not write; whether 
deaf, dumb, blind, or insane or “idiotic”.

Civil War Service Records
 The Civil War Compiled Military Service Records are part of a historic effort 

to compile and link all available records of soldiers serving in individual states 
during the Civil War. This database is a listing of more than 5.3 million men who 
served in the war. These records include the information that the government 
keeps on any soldier (for example, enlistment/appointment, duty stations and 
assignments, training, qualifications, performance, awards and medals, disci-
plinary actions, insurance, emergency data, administrative remarks, separation, 
discharge, retirement, and other personnel actions). 

WWI Draft Registration Cards
 In 1917 and 1918, approximately 24 million men living in the United States 

completed a World War I draft registration card. These registration cards represent 
approximately 98% of the men under the age of 46. The total U.S. population 
in 1917-1918 was about 100 million individuals. In other words, close to 25% 
of the total population is represented in these records.
 The WWI draft registration cards database can be an extremely useful resource 

because it covers a significant portion of the U.S. male population in the early 
twentieth-century. If you had family in the United States during WWI, you are 
likely to find at least one relative’s information within this large collection. 
In addition, these cards contain more than just names and dates; they contain 
significant genealogical information such as birthplace, citizenship status, and 
information on the individual’s nearest relative.
 If a person was of African descent, the bottom left corner was cut off of the 

registration card to make that distinction.
Afro-Louisiana History and Genealogy, 1718-1820 (Slave)

 This database is a compilation of information on over 100,000 slaves who came 
to Louisiana between 1718 and 1820. It includes personal information such as 
their name, gender, race, birthplace, family relationships, and also information 
relating to the individual’s skill or trade, and personality.

Afro-Louisiana History and Genealogy, 1718-1820 (Free)
 This database contains information on over 4,000 slaves from Louisiana who 

were involved in manumission (the formal emancipation from slavery) between 
1718 and 1820. It includes information about how the person was freed and 
personal information such as age, gender, and birthplace.

Charleston, Charleston County, South Carolina Black Deaths 1871-89
 This database includes information about African Americans who died in 

Charleston, South Carolina from 1871 to 1889 - the list does not contain informa-
tion about every African American who died during this time period. It includes 
first and last names, and death dates.

Family and Local Histories
 Family and local histories provide personal details you won’t find in more 

technical and succinct records. The Family & Local Histories Collection lets 
you read journals, memoirs, and other first-hand historical narratives. Here are 
a few you might find:
The First African Baptist Church of North America;
The Black Presence in the Era of the American Revolution, 1770-1800;
Blacks in the State of Oregon, 1788-1971;
Slave Life in Georgia: A narrative of the life, sufferings, and escape of John 

Brown, a fugitive slave;
Slavery Petitions and Papers

Interesting Facts  
 Many African Americans descended from people who lived in central and 

eastern Africa. Of particular importance was the 300-mile stretch of land in East 
Africa between the Congo and Gambia Rivers. 
 At least one out of every 10 African Americans (more than 200,000 in the 

North and another 200,000 in the South) were free when the American Civil 
War broke out in 1861. 
 Blacks have fought in every war that the United States has waged - from the 

American Revolution to the Civil War, World War I and II, to today’s conflicts. 
 Since the end of World War II, a significant number of people of African ancestry 

have emigrated from the Caribbean to the U.S., where their ancestors were also 
slaves (primarily at the hands of the British, Dutch, and French). 
 African Americans legally became United States citizens when the fourteenth 

Amendment was ratified in 1868. 
 On February 25, 1870, the first African American U.S. senator, Hiram R. 

Revels, took his oath of office. 
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Some Residents Express  
Anger: Snow Crisis Forces Lower 
Swatara PD To Ticket Over 130 

Vehicles
Lower Swatara Township police 

officers are looking forward to the 
warming trend in the weather predicted 
this week.
They’re hopeful that the warmer 

weather and the absence of new 
snowfalls will bring them some re-
lief from writing tickets for illegally 
parked vehicles. Last week, Township 
officers were kept busy writing nearly 
140 tickets for owners whose cars 
reportedly weren’t moved in time to 
allow municipal snowplows to open 
Township streets.
“Our officers issued more than 130 

parking tickets last week,” Police 
Chief Richard Malwitz admitted on 
Monday.” About 115 were issued on 
Tuesday and the rest were issued fol-
lowing Thursday’s storm.”
The parking crackdown came in the 

wake of a decision by the Township 
Board of Commissioners to enforce 
municipal parking regulations estab-
lished to deal with emergency situa-
tions. That decision reportedly angered 
more than a few Township residents, 
many of whom called the municipal 
offices to complain that their cars had 
been ticketed.
“Our regulations stipulate that own-

ers must move their vehicles off the 
streets after a snow emergency has 
been declared,” said Franklin Linn Sr., 
president of the Township Board. “We 
owe it to our residents to make sure that 
our streets are open so fire apparatus 
and other emergency vehicles can get 
through to everyone. We aren’t trying 
to pick on anyone, but we have to get 
the job done.” 
Township officials allow residents a 

“reasonable period of time” to get their 
cars off the streets, Malwitz noted. 
Cars not removed within that period 

are then ticketed. He said residents 
were advised about the emergency 
situation on Tuesday through local 
radio and television stations. The 
emergency was declared at noon and 
residents were given until 6 p.m. to 
move their cars, but the Township 
didn’t start issuing tickets until after 
7 p.m.

What? No Sour Pusses?
We were tempted to cheat. 
Maybe substitute lemon slices, squirt 

juice in their eyes, or soak the samples 
in the most mouth-curling vinegar we 
could find. But ethics demanded we 
play it straight.
Still, we were dumbfounded, kids 

gobbling up grapefruit, faces all 
aglow as though eating their favorite 
candy? Come on, where were the eye-
squinting, tongue-protruding grimaces 
we had expected?
For sure, they weren’t to be found 

on 3-year-old twins Jonathan and 
Rebecca Martz, nor 2-year-old Lind-
sey Jenakovich and not 1-year-old 
Gregory Wilsbach. 
These four little tadpoles, all of 

them from Middletown, tore into the 
notoriously tart fruit like there was 
no tomorrow.
Was it a case of the winter hungries? 

A case of complying with Mommy-al-
ways-told-me-to-smile-for-a-camera? 
Or was it the promised cookies to come 
at the end of the experiment.
Even the gracious host of this unsci-

entific taste test, Nancy Carbone of 
Fox’s Market, was amazed, replac-
ing the quickly emptied plate of pink 
grapefruit with a plate of the white, 
mouth-puckering variety.
No luck. The little diehards gobbled 

that up with great gusto, too.
“I’m surprised – they won’t eat it for 

me,” said Carol Wilsbach, who after 
some intense interrogation revealed 
that the children had not had any 
morning snack prior to their appointed 
arrival at Fox’s.
“I tried it on Gregory a few days ago. 

I even put sugar on it and oh, the face 
he made. You should have seen it,” 

Carol said. [Sure, where was that face 
when we needed it, 
Carol? Okay, finally after 15 minutes 

of coaxing, we did manage to get a 
small pucker out of Jonathan].

Bids Open This Week For  
Highspire Borough Building

Highspire Borough Officials were 
scheduled to meet Tuesday afternoon 
this week to open bids for the first 
phase of a proposed major project 
that will renovate and upgrade the 
community’s municipal building on 
Eshelman Street.
A total of seven contractors attended 

a pre-bid conference held at the Bor-
ough Building on Wed., Feb. 9 and 
expressed interest in bidding on the 
project, but, as of this past Tuesday 
morning, it was not known how many 
would actually submit bid proposals 
for the $350,000 building project.
“We sent bid invitations out to 12 

contractors,” Borough Manager 
Cynthia Montgomery told Council. 
“Seven of them attended the confer-
ence, indicating that they intend to bid 
on the project. But the weather may 
have prevented others from attending 
the meeting, so it’s possible that we 
may receive more than seven bids.”
Montgomery said Council will prob-

ably review those bids at its regular 
meeting this week, but there was no 
indication whether Council would 
take formal action at that meeting to 
accept a bid or to award a contract for 
the proposed work.
However, Council did take action at 

its Feb. 9 workshop session to instruct 
Montgomery to arrange a meeting with 
citizens in the Cowtown district for 
Mon., March 7, to discuss the planned 
reconstruction of several streets in that 
neighborhood.
Streets targeted in the major project 

include Charles, Jury, Mummau and 
Wetzel streets and Mary and Bank 
avenues. Montgomery said residents 
on those streets will be invited to 
attend the March 7 meeting, but the 
meeting will be open to all residents 
in the Cowtown area.

The street’s named above are in 
Phase I of the major reconstruction 
project. That part of the project is 
expected to cost $133,410. Phase II, 
which will include all other streets in 
the Cowtown area, is expected to cost 
$107,870. Work on that phase of the 
project will be completed in 1995, 
Montgomery explained.

Crime Watch Programs Prove To 
Be More Than ‘Just The Facts, 

Ma’am’
Crime watch. Town watch. Com-

munity alert. Block or neighborhood 
watch. Call it what you will, the 
concept is the same: citizens actively 
helping police control crime in the 
community.
It is not a new idea, but according to 

one area police chief, it is an idea that 
has, and sometimes still is, met with 
strong resistance by those in uniform.
“Some departments still frown upon 

it. They have the attitude, ‘We’re the 
experts, you’re not. You’d only get in 
our way,’” said Elizabethtown Police 
Chief Robert Ardner.
That philosophy became the corner-

stone of police operations all across 
the country, but Ardner maintains it is 
philosophy that no longer serves law 
enforcement well. 
“It has hurt police professional-

ism and increased the alienation the 
public feels toward police,” Ardner 
said. “Meanwhile, if we could do it 
(control crime) ourselves, would we 
have the soaring crime rates we have?” 
he asked.
As Ardner sees it the public-stay-out 

philosophy needs to change. Police 
need to welcome citizen involvement, 
to form partnerships with those they 
serve, Ardner said, adding that these 
partnerships can only occur if citizens 
are interested and are willing to make 
a long-term commitment.

Prices from 23 Years Ago
Cherry pie 24 oz. .....................$3.19
Angel food cake 13 oz. ...........$1.89
Red slicing tomatoes ............ 59¢/lb.
Verdelli spinach 10 oz. pkg. ....$1.29

Fox’s Own tuna salad ........ $3.79/lb.
Whole smoked picnic hams . 88¢/lb.
Stouffer’s macaroni and cheese  
12 oz. ..........................................99¢
Imperial margarine 1 lb. qtrs. ... 2/$1

Bisquick 96 oz. box .................$3.94
Betty Crocker Potato Buds 
13.75 oz. box ...........................$1.49
Broccoli spears 10 oz. pkg. ........49¢
Temple oranges ...................8 for $1

23 Years Ago
From The Middletown Press And Journal Files

Below is a copy of a photograph from the Press And Journal's 
archives. We apologize for the quality of the photograph but hope 

you will enjoy this glimpse from your recent past.

Only 5.8 Pounds To Go  — The authorities say we eat 5.9 pounds of 
grapefruit each year. Jonathan Martz may change those statistics if 
he has anything to say about it. Don’t let the sour face fool you – the 
youngster really took a liking to the pink variety. February is National 
Grapefruit Month, so be sure to take your favorite grapefruit to lunch.

Contributed photo

From left are Miss Pennsylvania 1992 Judy Fitch, Ms. Pennsylvania 2004 Maria Frisby, and Miss Pennsylvania 
2016 Samantha Lambert at the 2017 York County Scholarship Pageant. Frisby, Fitch and Lambert were on 
the Distinguished Panel of Judges at the 2017 York County Scholarship Pageant at York County School of 
Technology on Saturday, Jan. 28. The event is part of the Miss America Pageant system. Frisby and her fellow 
judges selected several young women to compete at the Miss Pennsylvania Pageant and Pennsylvania's 
Outstanding Teen Pageant in Pittsburgh in June. Frisby is a graduate of Middletown Area High School, 
HACC and Penn State University. She founded Angels of Mercy and has helped the homeless in several 
states. She sent boxes of supplies to Hurricane Matthew victims in North Carolina who lost their homes 
and possessions. Her mission is to continue reaching out to the sick, disabled, elderly and homeless.

Average retail gasoline prices in 
Harrisburg have fallen 0.8 cents per 
gallon in the past week, averaging 
$2.44 a gallon Sunday, according 
to GasBuddy’s survey of 241 gas 
outlets in Harrisburg. This com-
pares with the national average that 
has increased 1.4 cents per gallon 
in the last week to $2.27 a gallon. 
Including the change in gas 

prices in Harrisburg during the 
past week, prices Sunday were 
53.3 cents per gallon higher than 
the same day one year ago and are 
14.2 cents per gallon lower than a 
month ago. The national average 
has decreased 7.1 cents per gallon 
during the last month and stands 
57.9 cents per gallon higher than 
this day one year ago.
According to GasBuddy data, 

gasoline prices on Feb. 13 in Har-
risburg have ranged widely over 
the last five years: $1.90 a gallon in 
2016, $2.35 a gallon in 2015, $3.52 
a gallon in 2014, $3.69 a gallon in 
2013 and $3.63 a gallon in 2012.
“The era of falling gasoline prices 

will likely be coming to an end 
soon at a gas station near you,” said 
Patrick DeHaan, senior petroleum 
analyst for GasBuddy.com. 

Cast members from Lower Dauphin 
High School’s spring musical “Nice 
Work If You Can Get It,’ performed 
at the Wednesday, Feb. 8, meeting of 
the Rotary Club of Hummelstown.
The students performed three num-

bers from the show, which features the 
music of George and Ira Gershwin. 
Junior Beth Rose Schindler, senior 

Logan Grubb and freshman Matthew 
Little sang “Let’s Call the Whole Thing 
Off.” Senior Patrick Norris sang “Blah, 
Blah, Blah.” Senior Frankie Vernouski 
and junior Gillian Miller performed 
“By Strauss.”
The musical will be held March 2-4. 

Show tickets are $5 for students and 
senior citizens and $10 for adults 

and may be pre-ordered by calling 
566-5393.
A sneak preview for senior citizens 

will be held at 9 a.m. Wednesday, 
March 1 following a complimentary 
breakfast at 8. Senior citizens in-
terested in reserving a place for the 
preview show and breakfast may call 
566-5330, ext. 1028.

The performance on Friday, March 
3, will also feature a dinner before the 
show to benefit the Lower Dauphin 
Falcon Foundation. The dinner theater 
will feature a one-plate buffet meal 
with salad, sides and dessert. Tickets 
for the dinner theater must be reserved 
by Feb. 21 by calling 566-5393. Cost 
of tickets for dinner and the show is 

$15 for students and $25 for adults 
and includes admission to the show 
that evening.
The Hummelstown Rotary Club 

meets Wednesdays at noon at Hoss’s 
Steak & Seahouse in Hummelstown. 
For more information about the club, 
visit its Facebook page at www.face-
book.com/HummelstownRotary.

Contributed photos

Left, senior Frankie Vernouski and junior Gillian Miller performed “By Strauss.” Right, junior Beth Rose Schindler, senior Logan Grubb and freshman Matthew Little sang “Let’s 
Call the Whole Thing Off.”

Lower Dauphin musical cast members perform for Hummelstown Rotary Club

Average gas 
price down 
just slightly

Middletown’s Miss Pennsylvania at pageant

Overdose investigation
Police report a township resident 

died even though officers adminis-
tered an anti-overdose drug twice.
Officers were called to a residence 

off Swatara Park Drive on Feb. 2 to 
investigate a report of an overdose 
victim. One of the three officers gave 
the victim two injections of Naxo-
lone. The resident was transported 
to an area medical facility where she 
subsequently died, police said.

Hit-and-run report
The owner of a 2011 Cadillac told 

police his vehicle was damaged 
when it was sideswiped while parked 
in the 100 block of A Lane.
Police believe the hit-and-run took 

place between Jan. 29 and 31. The 
victim told police the passenger’s 
side of his car was damaged. No esti-
mate to repair the vehicle was noted.
Police are asking anyone who may 

information about the incident to 
contact them at 717-939-0463.

Underage drinking citations
Citations for underage drinking 

were issued to William Ellis, 19, of 
Elton, Maryland, and Dennis Yeo-

man, 18, of Easton. The case stems 
from an investigation of a noise 
disturbance at an apartment complex 
in the 200 block of West Main Street 
at 1:45 a.m. Feb. 5.
Police said they were called to 

investigate a loud party but only 
found the teens at the scene. Officers 
confiscated numerous containers of 
beer and disposed of it in a sink at 
the apartment.

Cash stolen
Police were called to an apartment 

in the 2000 block of West Harrisburg 
Pike to investigate a report of theft 
of $460 in cash on Feb. 2.
The victim claimed the cash was 

last seen in the apartment’s kitchen, 
a common area shared by the victim 
and two others. It is believed the theft 
took place during the evening of Feb. 
2. Police said there was no evidence 
of forced entry to the apartment. 

Assault, harassment charge
Norman Anderson, 46, of the 1000 

block of Market Street Extended, 
Middletown, has been charged with 
simple assault and harassment fol-
lowing a disturbance during the eve-
ning hours of Jan. 31, police report.

The incident has been classified as 
a domestic disturbance. Police was 
Anderson was taken into custody 
by investigators and transported to 
the Dauphin County Judicial Center. 
Police reported no other details.
Court records note Anderson was 

arraigned before District Judge Mi-
chael Smith on Jan. 31 and sent to 
Dauphin County Prison after being 
unable to post $10,000 cash bail. A 
preliminary on the case had been set 
for Feb. 9 before Smith.

Warrant issued in car theft
A warrant has been issued for the 

arrest of a Harrisburg man in con-
nection with the theft of a car even 
though the vehicle was returned to 
the victim the same day it was re-
ported stolen.
Charges of theft by unlawful tak-

ing and unauthorized use of a ve-
hicle have been filed against Kurt 
Newkam, 53, of the 100 block of 
State Street, police said. The charges 
stem from allegations Newkam took 
a 2006 Ford Fusion from a home in 
the 100 block of Park Drive on Feb. 
1. Charges were filed even though 
the car was returned by a relative of 
Newkam. 

Lower Swatara Twp. Police News
Following is a compilation of reports from the Lower Swatara Twp. Police Department. 

Please be aware all those charged/cited are presumed innocent unless proven otherwise in a court of law.
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A Valentine’s dinner and 
dance was held Saturday, 

Feb. 11, at The Event 
Place, 11 S. Union St., 

Middletown. There was a 
buffet dinner followed by 
music and dancing. The 
event benefited the Mid-
dletown Public Library. 

Photos 
by Gabe 

Mink

Above, Alan Williams, Stacey Miller and Sandy Robbins enjoy one another’s company at the event. Below 
right, Ed Arndt selects cookies from the buffet during the dance.

Above left, Jenny Miller 
peruses the gift baskets 
d o n a t e d  b y  l o c a l 
businesses. Above right, 
Susannah Gal and Hilton 
Baxter dance to the music of 
Phil Bennett and the Steve 
Rudolph Trio. Left, vocalist 
Phil Bennett’s son Jordan 
Bennett acted as greeter 
for the dance. Below, The 
Steve Rudolph Trio consists 
of Steve Rudolph on piano, 
John Gingerich on bass and 
Larry Marshall on drums.

Phil Bennett sings with Steve Rudolph Trio.

Mark and Peg Pugh enjoy dancing to the music of vocalist Phil Bennett and the Steve Rudolph Trio.

Left, John Ziats of the Middletown Library Board 
thanks the attendees of the charity event for 
coming out to support the library. Above, gift 
baskets were donated by local businesses such 
as Tattered Flag and Kuppy’s.


