
Please See ELKS, Page A6

public notices 
in this week’s

press and journal:

MIDDLETOWN BOROUGH:
Application for Public Works 

Maintenance Worker

MIDDLETOWN BOROUGH:
Application for Public Works 

Casual Worker

ESTATE NOTICE:
Estate of Albert L. Whitsel

VOLUME 127 - NO. 6 75 CENTS

Press And JournAl
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2017  14 PAGES

Two losses by Middletown mean division 
title is out of reach for boys team — B1

Middletown elementary recognized  
as a “High Progress School” — A5

FINK HONORED

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The borough of Middletown hopes to move forward 
soon with promoting several patrol officers to ser-
geants in the police department. However, filling two 
full-time vacancies is on hold 
for now, Mayor James H. Curry 
III told the Press And Journal on 
Tuesday, Feb. 7.
The borough hopes to soon re-

ceive a letter from the Middletown 
Borough Police Officers Associa-
tion that will clear the way for a 
new round of testing to be done 
toward promoting patrol officers 
to sergeant, the mayor noted.
In September 2016 the borough’s 

Civil Service Commission certi-
fied test results that would have enabled the borough 
to approve promoting patrol officers to sergeant. 
Before the commission voted to certify the test results, 

the results were challenged by one of the patrol officers 
who had taken the test.
The commission voted to overrule the officer’s chal-

lenge and went on to certify the results. However, there 
were indications that the officer still planned to chal-
lenge the results, either by seeking to file a grievance 
through the association, or by pursuing some other 
form of legal action, Curry said.
The mayor said 

that he and the bor-
ough have favored 
promoting officers 
to sergeant from 
the start. 
The promotions 

are essential to 
p rov id ing  the 
“leadership and supervision” that is needed within 
the Middletown Police Department, Curry said. In 
addition, “I want to advance the careers of our hard-
working officers,” the mayor added.
However, Curry said he will not put the borough at 

risk of being “drawn into a long legal battle” over the 
promotions.
Curry cited the assistance of new interim Police 

Chief George Mouchette, and borough solicitor Adam 
Santucci, in negotiations that have taken place with 
representatives of the association toward moving for-
ward with the promotions to sergeant. Mouchette has 
identified the promotions as his “No. 1 priority” since 
assuming command of the MPD on Jan. 5, Curry said.
The need for more sergeants to correct a lack of lead-

ership and supervision in the MPD was also a priority 
of former Chief John Bey, as underscored by Bey’s 
comments to the Press And Journal. Bey resigned from 
the department effective Dec. 30 to accept a position 
with the Pennsylvania Air National Guard.
The letter Curry said he is expecting from the associa-

tion will represent a majority of association members 
and will put in writing that the association wants to 

Hiring of 
police 
officers 
on hold
Sergeant promotions 
might take place, but 
regionalization stalls 
filling 2 open positions 

Curry

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Friends of the Elks Theatre is back in the driver’s 
seat regarding plans to reopen Middletown’s 
106-year-old theater.
On Jan. 17, a new committee formed by Middle-

town Area Historical Society announced its intent 
to purchase the theater from the borough to reopen 
it as a performing arts center.
But after meeting with the Friends group on Jan. 

24, the society decided to withdraw from seeking 
to acquire the theater for $1 from the Middletown 
Industrial and Commercial Development Author-
ity, society trustee Jenny Miller told the Press And 
Journal.
“We’re going to step back and let Friends do their 

thing. We should never make anybody choose from 
two nonprofits,” Miller said, referring to the society 
and Friends of the Elks.
Now, the Friends group hopes to have ready a 

revised proposal for purchasing and reopening 

the theater as a performing arts center for the next 
meeting of the ICDA on Feb. 21, said Gordon 
Einhorn, a member of the board of directors of the 
Friends group.
The ICDA has an offer on the table to sell the 

theater for $1. Authority Chairman Ian Reddinger 
first made that offer to the Friends group in sum-
mer 2016, but the Friends group turned it down at 
the time, saying that the group wanted to lease the 

Elks Theatre back down to one suitor
Group led by historical society drops out to let Friends group make $1 bid

Miller
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By Jason Maddux
jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

The Middletown Area Interfaith 
Council voted last week to approve a 
resolution opposing President Donald 
Trump’s executive order that restricts 
Muslims from seven countries from 
entering the United States.
The Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert of St. 

Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
who is president of the interfaith 
council, said the following resolution 
was approved:
“Whereas we are the Middletown 

Area Interfaith Council; and whereas 
we invite, welcome, accept and affirm 
all faith traditions; be it resolved that 
we morally oppose President Trump’s 
Executive Order severely restricting 
immigration from seven Muslim 
countries, suspending all refugee ad-
missions for 120 days, and suspending 
all Syrian refugees from admission 

indefinitely; and 
that we support 
and affirm im-
migrants  and 
refugees from all 
countries.”
The executive 

order specifical-
ly targets those 
from Iran, Iraq, 
Syria, Sudan, 
Libya, Yemen 
and Somalia.
The interfaith council goes back to 

the 1960s, and Eckert said he has been 
involved with it for about 25 years. He 
doesn’t recall the group ever taking 
such a stand on an issue. For example, 
he said, the group was asked to take a 
position on the proposed crematory by 
Fager-Finkenbinder Funeral Home in 
Middletown, but it chose not to do so.
The group is comprised of pastors and 

lay members of about 20 congregations 

in the Middletown area.
It was his idea to bring the resolution 

to the council during its meeting on 
Thursday. He said 14 people had the 
chance to vote on it, and there were no 
objections, although there were some 
abstentions.
Eckert said for the group it was a 

religious issue, not a political one.
“It’s not an attack on the president 

or our nation. It’s actually based on 
respect and our Christian faith and our 
responsibility as citizens and our love 
of the country,” Eckert said.
“I believe that President Trump would 

want us involved,” he added.
He said he isn’t sure if the resolution 

will be sent to the White House.
“We’re not talking about a march 

in Middletown. We’re not going to 
do that. We aren’t talking about non-
violent resistance. We just wanted to 
share our concern and our faith and 
our understanding of what citizenship 

requires,” he said.
He said not everyone in his congre-

gation will agree with the resolution.
“Anybody that was negative toward 

it did not speak to me Sunday. That 
doesn’t mean there is not opposition. 
I may not hear for awhile, but I’m 
sure there’s not total unanimity in our 
congregation,” he said.
Eckert said the group recognizes it’s 

an issue of having safe borders in the 
United States, but because the group is 
interfaith, they are sensitive to reaching 
out to Muslims, Jews and Christians.

“The thing that made it more palatable 
for my colleagues, the other pastors, is 
that this is not a political thing. We are 
in respect of our president,” he said.
Some of the congregations that take 

part in the council include St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, Evangelical United 
Methodist Church, Wesley United 
Methodist Church, New Beginnings 
Church, the Presbyterian Congrega-
tion of Middletown, Geyers United 
Methodist Church, Middletown First 
Church of God and Royalton United 
Methodist Church.
The three main areas the group 

handles are the food pantry in Middle-
town, a fund for the needy, and the 
Middletown Care-A-Van.
Eckert said that, despite the divisive-

ness that the election caused even 
among his congregation, their Chris-
tian faith helped hold them together.
“Different points of view are impor-

tant and valid in this nation,” he said.

Eckert

Interfaith Council denounces Trump’s Muslim immigration order
“I may not hear for 
awhile, but I’m sure 
there’s not total unanimity 
in our congregation.”

The Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert of St. 
Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

No decision has been made regarding a 
request from a majority of Highspire resi-
dents that their children be allowed to attend 
Middletown Area School District schools 
instead of those of the Steelton-Highspire 
School District.
Moreover, the Pennsylvania Department 

of Education isn’t saying when a decision 
will be made.
The issue has been in PDE’s hands since 

shortly after August 2014, 
when the Highspire Educa-
tion Coalition filed a petition 
in Dauphin County Court as 
the first required step toward 
getting PDE to consider the 
request from the coalition that 
their children — more than 
200 — be transferred to MASD.
The Highspire residents want 

the transfer because they be-
lieve that the schools in the Middletown 
district can do a better job of educating their 

children than the schools in the  
Steelton-Highspire district.
A flurry of public activity took 

place after the case first went 
to PDE in August 2014.
The Steelton-Highspire 

school district conducted 
its own survey of Highspire 
residents. The results seemed 
to back up that a majority of 
Highspire residents supported 

the transfer, but experts said that the low 
response to the telephone survey rendered 

the effort largely invalid.
Both school districts then went on record 

opposing the transfer, for different reasons.
Steelton-Highspire said the move would 

cripple the district financially because all 
the revenue now coming to the district 
from the Highspire residents would go to 
Middletown.
Middletown district said that the transfer 

would cause overcrowding in its schools and 
add to the district’s own financial burden — 

Please See STUDENTS, Page A6

Move of Highspire students to Middletown still in limbo

“I want to advance the 
careers of our hard-
working officers.”

Mayor James H. Curry III

By David Barr
davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

The Route 230 bridge spanning Swatara 
Creek on Middletown’s east side is undergo-
ing an important transformation this week.
Starting Monday morning, girders were 

set on the bridge that connects Middletown 
and Londonderry Township. 
In a Feb. 1 email, Greg Penny, a PennDOT 

spokesman, said the contractor, Kinsley 
Construction Inc., of York, had plans to set 
the girders for Phase 2 of the project Feb. 
6 and Feb. 7. 
This portion of the project involved unload-

ing and installing the girders on the bridge. 
A girder is a support structure that supports 
small beams in construction. Penny said 
there were a total of six girders to unload 
and install and due to the complexity of 

the process, there were traffic stoppages 
on Route 230 in the area of the bridge for 
up to 15 minutes each time a girder was 
unloaded and installed. 
This work continues a construction project 

that began in November 2015. Those plans 
called for the project to be completed by 
the end of October, but issues have led to 
a delay. According to Penny, the project is 
expected to be completed in late spring or 
early summer 2017.
“Late spring is still our expectation. 

Swatara Creek Road will remain closed 
until the bridge is restored to two lanes late 
this spring,” Penny said in a Jan. 30 email.
Penny added there were several reasons for 

the lengthy delay. One problem was hav-
ing the necessary bridge beams fabricated 
and delivered. Penny said it is believed 
the number of other bridge projects in the 

state increased the demand for supplies and 
fabricators were experiencing difficulties 
in meeting the demand and shipping the 
supplies on time.
According to a previous Press And Journal 

article, Kinsley Construction Inc. was hav-
ing issues receiving the necessary beams 
needed for the project. Other reasons Penny 
listed for the delay are on the technical 
side. These include tolerance issues with 
the beams and deck grades. 
PennDOT awarded the $4,340,500 contract 

to Kinsley Construction on Oct. 13, 2015. 
It included demolition and replacement of 
the superstructure under staged construc-
tion, repairs to the existing concrete piers 
and abutments, drainage improvements, 
installation of scour protection, roadway 
approach work, guiderail replacement, 
and new pavement markings, according 

to PennDOT.
According to Penny, the bridge has two 

through girders which support the entire 
deck structure and workers had to install a 
temporary third girder in order to work on 
the bridge while allowing traffic to pass at 
the same time. 
“It would have been easier and quicker 

and less costly to have closed the bridge 
to rebuild it; but due to the importance of 
Route 230, we had to take this approach in 
order to keep the bridge open and maintain 
one lane of traffic,” Penny said.
The bridge was built in 1941 and was rated 

by PennDOT as “structurally deficient” 
before work began.
Route 230 — known as Main Street in 

Middletown and Harrisburg Pike east of the 
borough — averages 6,130 vehicles traveled 
daily, according to PennDOT.

Photo by David Barr
Employees of Kinsley Construction Inc., of York, work on the Route 230 bridge on Monday morning.

Route 230 bridge work done, but opening months away
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News in Your 
Neighborhood

LaVonne Ackerman 
1438 Old Reliance Road, 717-649-7366 • LaVonneAck@comcast.net
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Tan Your
Valentine

15% sr. citizen discount
“beauty head-to-toe”

2 S. Union Street
Middletown, PA 17057

HAIRPORT SALON HRS.
Mon. Noon - 8 pm

Tues.-Fri. 9 am - 8 pm
Sat. 8 am - noon

Sun. Closed

HAIRPORT
full service salon
717-944-7980

TOUCH OF CLASS 
tanning salon
717-944-2400

15% sr. citizen discount
“beauty head-to-toe”

HAIRPORT SALON HRS.

Tues.-Fri. 9 am - 8 pm

O� er Expires February 28, 2017

15% sr. citizen discountHAIRPORT

EXTENDED 
TANNING HOURS

STARTING END OF MARCH
Mon. 9 am - 9 pm

Tues.-Fri. 9 am - 9 pm
Sat. 8 am - 4 pm

Sun. 10 am - 4 pm

Get Ready
for Spring

B
uy One

at 
Reg

ular
 Pric

e

15% Penn State 
Student Discount

champions sports bar
300 second street, highspire

Mention this ad for 5% off your food package purchase!

FREE BANQUET ROOMS*

*WITH PURCHASE OF FOOD PACKAGE

birthday parties
rehearsal dinners

anniversaries
holiday parties

business meetings

retirement parties
graduations

funeral luncheons
class reunions

power point presentations

Perfect fo
r:

call 717-392-9647 to reserve your room today!

For Your Valentine
Creations with You in Mind
Michele Hughes Lutz

131 dock street, middletown
(717) 944-5425
Free LOCAL DELIVERY

Special valentine’s hours: 
FEBRUARY 13 & 14, 9 am to 7 pm; CLOSED february 12th

Regular Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-3

COMING SOON!

The Beginnings and Growth of Some 
of Our Area’s Leading Businesses

Honor Roll 
of Businesses

CALL NOW 
TO BE 

INCLUDED
944-4628

ASK FOR MAXINE
or e-mail:

maxineetter@pressandjournal.com

Press and Journal
20 S. Union Street

Middletown

Press and Journal

Sample Page
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156 Years
The Press And Journal

Phone 944-4628, Middletown

Established 1854

136 Years
The Middletown Home

“5 Star Rated Facility” 

Phone 944-3351, Middletown

Established 1874

124 Years
Gingrich Memorials

Phone 944-3441, Middletown

Established 1886 - Calvin Miller Marble & Granite

Established 1900 - Luckenbill Monuments

Established 1952 - Gingrich Memorials

71 Years
Gregory A. Anoia, OD

Phone 944-3201, Middletown

Established 1939

64 Years
Worley & Obetz

Full Service Biofuel & Propane

Phone (800) 697-6891, Manheim

Established 1946

64 Years
Coble-Reber

Funeral Home, LTD.

Phone 944-7413, Middletown

Established 1946

60 Years
Peiffer Plumbing 

& Heating, Inc.

Phone 944-4709, Middletown

Established 1950

55 Years
Henderson Tarp, Inc.

Phone 944-5865, Middletown

Established 195555 Years
Gipe Floor & Wall

Phone 545-6103, Harrisburg

Established 1955

53 Years
ABC East Lanes

Phone 939-9536, Harrisburg

Established 1957

54 Years
Dale A. Sinniger & Son 

Electric

Phone 944-3419, Middletown

Established 1956

53 Years
Elwood’s Service Station

Phone 944-9255, Middletown

Established 1957

50 Years
Corby’s Beverage

Phone 944-5861, Middletown

Established 1960

49 Years
Matinchek & Daughter

Funeral Home

Phone 944-7015, Middletown

Established 1961

44 Years
Penn State Harrisburg

Phone 948-6250, Middletown

Established 1966

40 Years
Alfred’s Victorian Restaurant

Phone 944-5373, Middletown

Established 1970

42 Years
Mylin Messick Real Estate

Phone 985-1021, Middletown

Established 1968

42 Years
Sunset Golf Club

Phone 944-5415, Londonderry Twp.

Established 1968

39 Years
Beaver Homes

Phone 565-1444, Middletown

Established 1971

38 Years
Spagnolo’s TV

Phone 939-5084, Middletown

Established 197239 Years
Noll Financial Services

Phone 939-0968, Lower Swatara Twp.

Established 1971

36 Years
H.W. Wilson Roofing Co. Inc.

Phone 566-5100, Middletown

Established 1974

33 Years
Dr. S.E. Selcher, D.M.D.

Family Dentistry

Phone 944-0426, Middletown

Established 1977

32 Years
Grove Motors

CarQuest

Phone 944-1397, Middletown

Established 1978

31 Years
Renee Burkett Beauty Salon

Phone 944-1667, Middletown

Established 197932 Years
Smith Chiropractic Center

Phone 944-0004, Middletown

Established 1978

The Beginnings and Growth of Some of Our Area’s Leading Businesses

Honor Roll of BusinessesPress and Journal

30 Years
Vastine’s Auto Service, Inc.

Phone 944-7154, Middletown

Established 1980

60 Years
K.M. Knight Funeral Home

Phone 939-5602, Highspire

Established 1950

35 Years
The Flower Pot Boutique

Phone 939-1524, Middletown

Established 1975

154 Years
M&T Bank

Phone 944-1301, Middletown

Established 1856

13 Years
Michele Hughes Lutz

Creations With You In Mind

Phone 944-5425, Royalton

Established 1997

Don’t miss out!
Space Reservation Deadline is Fri., Feb. 10

Hello, sweethearts! Who doesn’t 
like those pastel heart-shaped candies 
with the words “divine” and “love” 
on them? It is time to get those pink 
and red hearts out and write out your 
Valentine correspondence. Think 
about buying your chocolates and 
flowers and don’t forget to wear red 
or pink Tuesday, Feb. 14. Share your 
love to people everywhere because, 
well, I think it warms up the weather!
I hope you have a terrific week and 

you have fun blessing people with your 
generous candy sharing skills! Let me 
know your news to share. 

Birthdays
Happy birthday to Doris Stauffer of 

Londonderry on Wednesday, Feb. 8. I 
hope this 85th cake day is a blessing!
If you see Reggie Williams out and 

about Lower Swatara on Wednesday, 
Feb. 8, be sure to give him a super nice 
happy birthday smile and greeting! 
Enjoy your week 51 ways, Reggie! 
Happy 15th frosty-filled birthday 

to Joey Spear of Lower Swatara on 
Wednesday, Feb. 8. Have the best 
one yet!
Sending bouquets of spring flowers to 

Melissa Williams of Lower Swatara 
who celebrates her special day on 
Thursday, Feb. 9. Enjoy all the day 
has to offer, Melissa! 
Andrew Hardison of Lower Swatara 

marks his 22nd cake day on Saturday, 
Feb. 11. Enjoy your totally special 
birthday, Andrew!
Happy super-duper dazzling birthday 

to Margaret Reisinger of Lower 
Swatara. Her fun-filled day is Sunday, 
Feb. 12.
Happy Sweet 16 birthday to Kaylee 

McCann of Lower Swatara. Her honk 
honk beep day is Sunday, Feb. 12. Be 
safe and enjoy!
Jourdyn Alford of Lower Swatara 

marks her last teener birthday on Feb. 
13. She is 19 on Monday. Have a great 

week celebrating, Jourdyn!
Landmark 21st happy birthday bless-

ings are sent to Robert Hardison of 
Lower Swatara on Monday, Feb. 13. 
Congrats! 

Anniversaries
Congrats to Bob and Beth Kuhn as 

they celebrate their 40th anniversary. 
They were wed on Feb. 11, 1977. Enjoy 
your special Saturday celebration!

Dinner time
All are invited to attend the Febru-

ary community meal at St. Peter’s 
Church, Spring Street, in Middletown 
on Monday, Feb. 13. The dinner starts 
at 4:30 p.m. and will last until 6:30 
p.m. or until food runs out. The menu: 
chicken pot pie, desserts and drinks. 
There is a cost. Enter through the 
parking lot doors. 

Citizen Quiz
1. Who helped the Pilgrims in 

America?
2. What is the name of the ship that 

brought the Pilgrims to America?
3. What were the 13 original parts of 

the United States called?
4. Name three rights or freedoms 

guaranteed by the Bill of Rights.
5. How many changes or amendments 

are there to the Constitution?

Recipe
Romantic Bruschetta
nonstick cooking spray
1 thinly sliced onion
1/2 chopped seeded tomato
2 Tbsp capers
1/4 tsp. black pepper
3 cloves garlic, finely chopped
1 tsp. olive oil
4 slices French bread
1/2 c. shredded Monterey Jack cheese
1. Spray large nonstick skillet with 

cooking spray. Heat over medium heat 

until hot. Add onion; cook and stir 5 
minutes. Stir in tomato, capers and 
pepper. Cook 3 minutes.
2. Preheat broiler. Combine garlic and 

oil in small bowl. Brush bread slices 
with mixture. Top with onion mixture; 
sprinkle with cheese. Place on baking 
sheet. Broil 3 minutes or until cheese 
melts. Makes 4 servings. 

Attention, Reid students
Students who attend Reid Elementary 

School, grades 1 through 5, are invited 
to attend Good News Club, which 
meets Wednesdays from dismissal 
time until 4:45 p.m. in the LGI room. 
Permissions slips may be picked up by 
students or parents in the main office. 
Good News Clubs are a Christian 

children’s ministry and are not spon-
sored or endorsed by the Middletown 
Area School District. There is no 
charge. For information, call Brooke 
Morrison, director, at 717-652-0372. 
It is sponsored by Child Evangelism 
Fellowship of Dauphin County Inc. 

Hang in There
We made it to the second month of ’17
I think its colder than I have ever seen
I long for days of heat and flowers 

and green
I’d even settle for something in 

between
Although, the weather now can 

often vary
I am glad we made it through January!

— SLAP 

Sweetheart Banquet 
Join us at 6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 11, at 

Middletown First Church of God, 245 
W. High St., for the annual Sweetheart 
Banquet! 
This fun evening is open to everyone. 

You don’t need to bring a sweetheart. 
Come with a group of friends, some 
family or come make new friends! 

Dinner includes appetizers, salad, 
stuffed chicken breast, potatoes, veg-
etable and dessert. The evening will 
feature our own version of the (not so) 
Newlywed Game. Child care will be 
provided. There is a cost for tickets, 
which must be purchased in advance. 
Contact the church office at mdtcog@

comcast.net  or by phone at 944-9608 
for more information. 

Quiz answers
1. American Indians
2. Mayflower
3. Colonies
4. Speech, press, assemble
5. 27

Quote of the Week
“Choose to begin each day with 

thankfulness and see where it takes 
you.” — Anonymous 

Question of the Week
What is your favorite board, card 

game or hobby?
“Euchre and Clue.” — Scott C. 

Ackerman, Pittsburgh.
“Softball.” — Safia Aman, 7, Lower 

Swatara.
“Life. It’s close to the real thing!” — 

Sofia Wilkinson, 8, West Hanover.
“Aggravation. It’s fun to play!” — 

Payton Kinsinger, 6, Lower Paxton. 
“On my toy camera ... it is called 

make the bunny jump game.” — Luca 
Ryan, 2, West Hanover.
“Dutch Blitz.” — Katelyn Wagner, 

8, Lower Swatara.
“Monopoly.” — Matt, 13, and Tim, 

14, Wagner, Lower Swatara.
“Stratego.” — Jayme Ackerman, 

St. Petersburg, Florida.

Proverb for the Week 
A bribe is a charm to the one who 

gives it; wherever he turns, he suc-
ceeds (17:8).

Middletown Area High School re-
cently released its honor rolls for the 
second quarter.

12th Grade Distinguished 
Honor Roll 

DeVelin, Elizabeth Ann; Fitzpatrick, 
James Thomas; Gaumer, Brandi 
Nichole; Gill, Blake Cole; Hursh, 
Lydia Grace; Osayi, Celeste Laman-
nix; Reese, Shannon Rebecca; Rusnov, 
Jessaca Michaela; Sessa, Rowan; 
Templeton, Erin Nicole; Woody, 
Laron Stanley.

12th Grade Honor Roll 
Andree, Dylan Robert; Brandt, Jacob 

Dawson; Brown, Joshua Neil; Bur-
rows, Nikol Lee; Carson, Mitchell 
Bryce; Dang, Mai Tuyet; Dworchak, 
Kelsey Vannessa; Figueroa, Edwin 
Emilio; Fischer, Aaron James; Frekot, 
Jarod Riley; Gabner, Carson Lee; 
Gambini, Connor Mathew; Gardner, 
Zachary Ty; Glaser, Tyler Allen; Gu-
doski, Donna Lynn; Gudoski, Heidi 
Ann; Hursh, John Dennis; Jasper, 
Bianca Hazel; Kleinfelter, Tauren 
Alexus; Knaub, Ian Matthew; Krupil-
is, Gabrielle Paige; Landis, Haden Wil-
liam; Landis, Kyle Michael; LaPlante, 
Sidonie Phillips; Lear, Ricki Jo; Lebo, 
Trey Anthony; Mayhew, Marisa Lynn; 
Miller, Brandon Kyle; Moyer, Kelly 
Renae; Mrakovich, Luke Rodney; 
Noon, Malik Anthony; Ortiz, Xavier 
Antonio; Rivera, Jasmine Maria; Sche-
affer, Kelton Dean; Shields, Michelle 
Rene; Snavely, Chase Michael; Staker, 
Thomas Richard; Thomas, Braedon 
Thil; Warhola, Kayla Lynn; Williams, 
Camryn Mikayla; Yohn, Abby Lynne; 
Zimmerman, Dylan Bradley; Zimmer-
man, Mackenzie Rose; Zimmerman, 
Riley Christine. 

11th Grade Distinguished 
Honor Roll 

Buckwalter, Levi David; Drevland,  
Lene Aarvik; Kennedy, Morgan May; 
Sanabria, Taina Raelyne; Thomas, 
Alayna Hope; Truesdale, Kyle James; 
Wisniewski, Gabriel Ryan.

11th Grade Honor Roll 
Alcock, David Paul; Barni, Ashley 

Marie; Battistini, Jan Carlos Javier; 
Baxter, Hayley Samantha; Brady, 
Donovan Sleight; Bright, Zoey Renee; 
Cowan, Nicholas Mark; Dailey, Zach-
ery Adam; Davis, Chastity Morgan; 
Dickey, Rayshawn; Ebersole, Bre-
anna Elaine; Einolf, Thomas Charles; 
Fluke, Sarah Ann; Frehse, Joshua An-
thony; German, Adrienne Elizabeth; 
Golden, Tierra Jeanne; Hernandez, 
Alexandra Grace; Hughes, Jordina 
Christian ; Hughes, Ryan Christopher; 
Hutchins, Kenneth Charles; Idowu, 
Jacob ; Knaub, Jared Michael; Lee, 
Thomas Andrew; Lombardi, Keely 
Ann; Luther, Shelby Grace; Mart-
nishn, Ivianna Marie; McDevitt, Aaron 
Lamm; Mercado, Daniel Alejandro; 
Mosher, Steven Craig; Nelson, Na-
thaniel Patrick; Nieves Ubiles, Dylaila 
Esther; Patel, Richa Sanjay; Plummer, 
Christian Lamont; Redline, Marissa 
Kathryn; Shatto, Kyle David; Sink-
kanen, Mason Christopher; Souders, 
Zachary Scott; Spear, Jacob Mitchell; 
Srogota, Justin Brian; Stevenson, 
Alasia Capri.

10th Grade Distinguished 
Honor Roll 

Funck, Adriene Michelle; Harmon, 
Alexis Novalee; Knaub, Kaitlyn Joy-
Lee; Koser, Jocilyn Aliana; Lawrence, 
Ceajay Hope; Par, Duh Hnem; Parkh-
ill, Cameron Joseph; Patel, Aayushi; 
Senior, Jade Elise; Sessa, Aiden Mat-
thew; Zimmer, Lexi Nicole. 

10th Grade Honor Roll 
Akakpo-Martin, Hayli Grace; Ash, 

Scott Jeffrey; Berstler, Ryan Dennis; 
Brown, Kashea Elizabeth ; Buffington, 
Anna Katherine; Finsterbush, Devon 
Marie; Fish, Alexandria Marie; Garza, 
Mason David; Hernandez, Angela 
Elisabeth; Jefferson, Terrance Duane; 
Jeffries, Keasia Jamir; Jorich, Kayla 
Danielle; Kamara, Sierra Aminata; 
Kennedy, Alexandria Noel; Knisely, 
Benjamin Edward; Lee, Devin 
Dakar; Martnishn, Hunter David; 
Matincheck, Sarah Elizabeth; Miller, 
Ethan William; Miller, Shelby Jean; 
Ramirez Cruz, Genesis Nicole; 
Reed, Christopher James; Senior, 
Cole Joseph; Senior, Jaxson Taylor; 
Spagnolo, Abrielle Catherine; Van 
Eik, Jesse Nicholas ; Wagner, Clayton 
David; Williams, Kelley RaeAnne; 
Wisniewski, Abigail Marie; Woodley, 
Lynnsey Marie; Yeich, Noah Thomas; 
York, Sophia Alexis.

Ninth Grade Distinguished 
Honor Roll 

Altland, Nicole Renee; Bakaric, 
Dylan Joseph; Brenner, Daniel Scott; 
Dupes, Jordyn Elise; Fitzpatrick, 
Kathleen Hope; Garman, Cayla Mi-
randa; Habbershon, Alexis Jameson; 
Hockenberry, Hailey Jean; Leiby, Con-
nor Charles; McGovern, Madalyne 
Grace; Miller, Haven Shalice; Shank, 
Anna Gene; Spear, Joseph Thomas; 
Torres, Angelina Rose; Truntz, Ray-
mond Eric.

Ninth Grade Honor Roll 
Appleby, Macy Taylor; Batten, 

Halsey James; Bivens, Emily Rose; 
Bloom, Kaylee Elizabeth; Brown, 
Emily Sarah; Buffington, Jacob Cole; 
Burger, Paige Elizabeth; Burghdorf, 
Megan Rose; Burkholder, Sarah Ann; 
Cassidy, Tristan Jason; Devkota, 
Bankshita; Diaz Martinez, Melanie; 
Dipofi, Austin Nathaneal; Donicker, 
Larraye Ellis ; Ebersole, Dane Alex-
ander; Eckert, Casandra Marie; Fegley, 
Luke Alexander; Fulmer, Leilani Ann; 
Gill, Caroline Julianna; Golden, Con-
ner Avery; Guckavan, Kiera Anne; 
Gutshall, Destiney Marie; Gutshall, 
Kayla Faith; Imler, Jace Anthony; 
Jorich, Alexia Nicole; Joseph, Chris-
topher Sherman; Kell, Camden James; 
Kleinfelter, Timothy James; Lakey, 
Laura Jane; Lopez-Quinones, Jose 
Miguel; Lopiparo, John Duane; Ma-
lay, Zachary Thaddeus; Martz, Alyssa 
Ann; Miles, Lindsey Marie; Miller, 
Garrett David; Miller, Jaden Michael; 
Molander, Miranda Kay; O’Rourke, 
Kaden Ann; Patel, Vidhi Kirankumar; 
Radic, Leah Grace; Redline, Makenna 
Racheal; Reid, Alairah Lynne; Rivas, 
Andrea Marie; Russ, Camryn Noelle; 
Schopf, Marie Grace; Shaffer, Court-
ney Christine; Spangler, Matthew 
Scott; Springer, Caleb Bretz; Stiffler, 
Kendall Renee; Stillo, Isabella Marie; 
Stoltzfus, Mason Douglas; Thomas, 
Lyniese Stasia; Wynkoop, Matthew 
Carter; Zimmerman, Noelle Nicole. 

MAHS announces 
second quarter  
honor roll students
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or Your Funeral Director

 Janet G. Snavely, age 94, wife of the 
late John S. Snavely, went to be with 
the Lord on Wednesday, February 1, 
2017, after a short illness.
 The Snavely’s were missionar-

ies with The Evangelical Alliance 
Mission in South Africa for almost 
30 years. John was a bush pilot for 
Mosvold Mission Hospital, and Janet 
taught English to the student nurses. 
Later she taught music at Durban 
Bible College. In 1991, Janet retired 
to Gretna Springs, Pa., where she 
taught a Bible class, helped set up 
a senior ministry at her church, and 
fascinated everyone with her stories 
and outgoing personality. At age 
93, she moved in with her daughter 
Mary Kay and published her African 
journal “Wings Over Zululand.”
 Janet is survived by sons John (late 

wife Jackie), Robert (wife Kathy), 
and Mike (wife Carrie); daughters 
Mary Kay (husband Brad), and Ann 
(husband Rick); 18 grandchildren; 12 
great-grandchildren; and her brother 
George (wife Ann).
 Following a private interment, 

a memorial service will be held 7 
p.m. on Friday, February 10, 2017 at 
Lebanon Valley Bible Church, 1482 
Horseshoe Pike, Lebanon, PA 17042. 
 In lieu of flowers, contributions 

may be made to TEAM, P.O. Box 
1986, Grapevine, Texas 76009. “In 
memory of Janet G. Snavely, to be 
given to TEAM South Africa where 
most needed.”
 Comments and condolences may 

be made in Janet’s guest book at 
BuseFuneralHome.com.

www.edwardjones.com
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Leaving Your Employer? 
Understand Your 401(k) Options.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k), 

including leaving the money in your former employer’s 

plan, moving it to your new employer’s plan, rolling it 

over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or  

cashing out the account subject to tax consequences.

To learn more, call or visit your financial advisor today.

524 Holly Street • Elizabethtown
Conveniently located from Middletown, 

just off Route 283 and Route 230

Call anytime for 
an appointment 367-2043

JACK’S
TAX PREP

FORM 1040 ...............$80
FORM 1040A ............$70
FORM 1040EZ ..........$30

E-FILE AVAILABLE

The Flower Pot Boutique
1191 Eisenhower Blvd., Middletown  939-1524

Monday-Friday 9-5:30; Saturday 9-4
Sunday, Feb. 12, 10-4; Feb. 13, 8-7; Feb. 14, 8-7

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Shining 
Heart
Bouquet

Lots of ROSES & 
much 
more!

For Your    

   Valentine
   Valentine
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Two people charged in connection 
with the July 31, 2016 drowning death 
of a 3-year-old girl face new charges, 
just days after their case was advanced 
into Dauphin County Court.
Lower Swatara Township police on 

Friday announced they have charged 
Tiffany Graham, 23, of the 100 block of 
Louther Street in Carlisle, and Austin 
Biller, 18, of the 2000 block of West 
Harrisburg Pike in Middletown with 
intimidation of a witness. Biller is 
Graham’s brother.
Graham and Biller had a preliminary 

hearing on Feb. 1 for the criminal 
charges brought against them in the 
drowning death of Graham’s 3-year-
old daughter. Within a few hours 
of their preliminary hearing, where 
all charges in the girl’s death were 
bound over, Graham and Biller al-
legedly intimidated a witness in the 
case against them, according to Lower 
Swatara police.
Frank E. Williamson Jr., director 

of public safety/assistant township 
manager, said the threats were through 
electronic media.
Biller was arraigned and given 

$250,000 bail and was placed into 
the Dauphin County Prison. Graham 
was given $100,000 bail and placed on 

electronic moni-
toring with the 
county. A tenta-
tive hearing date 
has been sched-
uled with District 
Justice Michael 
Smith. 
Anyone with 

information on 
this incident is 
asked to call 
Lower Swatara Township Police via 
Dauphin County Control at 717-558-
6900 or contact Dauphin County 
Crime Stoppers at 800-262-3080 or 
visit their website at www.dauphin.
crimewatchpa.com and click on the 
“submit a tip” link. 
Two days prior to those charges be-

ing filed, Smith advanced the initial 
charges to Dauphin County Court 
during a preliminary hearing.
Graham is charged with involuntary 

manslaughter and endangering the 
welfare of children. Biller faces the 
same charges.
Graham’s father, Craig Biller, 53, is 

charged with hindering apprehension 
and tampering with evidence. All 
three will have formal arraignment 
in Dauphin County Court at 9:30 a.m. 
April 7 before Judge Scott A. Evans.
Lower Swatara Police Detective 

Robert Appleby said he testified for 

about two hours 
at the preliminary 
hearing on Feb. 
1. He was the 
only person who 
testified.
“As far as the 

questioning, it 
was pretty stan-
dard stuff. You 
get an idea as to 
why defense at-

torneys ask questions and their intent 
down the road. But it was really basic 
questions,” he said.
Appleby said he was pleased they 

will head for trial.
“Everything we did was for the little 

girl. That was our main goal, to get 
justice for the little girl,” he told the 
Press And Journal.
The girl, Lelianna Danowski, drowned 

in a pool at a Lower Swatara Town-
ship residence. She had a tendency to 
wander away from home — including 
just three days before her death, when 
she was found alone eating dirt at the 
playground at Catherine and Emaus 
streets in Middletown not far from 
where her mother was living at the 
time, according to authorities. 
Family members called the girl “Little 

Miss Houdini,” according to Appleby.
On July 31, Graham had returned 

from work early in the morning and 

asked Biller to baby-sit. Biller told 
investigators he fell asleep and when 
he woke up, the girl was gone from 
her high chair. He said he searched the 
neighborhood but didn’t call 911 until 
later in the day — more than an hour 
after he first noticed she was missing, 
authorities said.
Biller lived in the 2000 block of West 

Harrisburg Pike. The girl was found 
nearby in a pool at a residence in the 
100 block of Wayne Avenue.
Appleby previously told the Press 

And Journal that Austin Biller’s resi-
dence was equipped with a double-key 
deadbolt at the time the girl got away 
July 31. That means the door could 
have been locked from the inside, 
making it almost impossible for a 
3-year-old to get out. But, according 
to Appleby, the door was not locked 
because Craig Biller, the father of 
Graham and Biller, was returning 
home and did not have a key to get in.
There were about six incidents 

since 2014 of the girl wandering off, 
Appleby said — although those are 
just the ones that were reported. The 
girl was found wandering in the cold 
several times during that time frame. 
Craig Biller is charged with hinder-

ing apprehension and tampering with 
evidence because police said he took 
the clothing of the 3-year-old girl from 
the scene of the drowning. 

Graham Biller

Pair charged in toddler death now 
face counts of intimidating witness

An expired vehicle registration led 
a Lower Swatara Township police 
officer to stop a vehicle in the 800 
block of South Eisenhower Boulevard 
on Tuesday, Jan 31. 
As the driver lowered his window, 

the officer immediately recognized 
the odor of burnt marijuana. 
The driver, Tyler M. Menear, 26, of 

the first block of Hammaker Street, 

Highspire, admitted to having smoked 
marijuana prior to driving. 
In addition to an adult passenger, 

Menear had his two children, ages 4½ 
and 1½ in the vehicle. 
During the investigation, police 

recovered over 2 pounds of what is 
suspected to be marijuana packaged in 
two large plastic bags and one vacuum-
sealed bag, and drug paraphernalia. 

Menear is charged with possession 
with intent to deliver, possession 
of paraphernalia, driving under the 
influence of a controlled substance, 
endangering the welfare of children, 
driving an unregistered vehicle and 
driving an uninspected vehicle, along 
with other charges. 
Menear was taken to the Dauphin 

County Judicial Center to await ar-

raignment in night court. 
Anyone with information on this in-

cident is asked to call Lower Swatara 
Township Police via Dauphin County 
Control at 717-558-6900. Residents 
also can contact Dauphin County 
Crime Stoppers at 800-262-3080 or 
visit their website at www.dauphin.
crimewatchpa.com and click on the 
“submit a tip” link. 

Lower Swatara Twp. 
Police News

Following is a compilation of reports from the Lower Swatara Twp. 
Police Department. Please be aware all those charged/cited 

are presumed innocent unless proven otherwise in a court of law.

Police: Man had 2 pounds of pot, young kids in car

Fraud-related charges
Thomas Brennan, IV, 43, of the 100 

block of Lincoln Avenue, Harrisburg, 
has been charged following an inves-
tigation of allegations he fraudulently 
used a township company’s credit card 
to make numerous transactions..
Charges of unlawful use of a comput-

er to commit fraud and access device 
fraud were filed against Brennan after 
investigators tracked use of the card 
at an area convenience store. Report-
edly he used the card in December and 
police tracked the transactions through 
an area bank. 
Investigators said a warrant has been 

issued calling for Brennan’s arrest. The 
accused is incarcerated in Cumberland 
County Prison on an unrelated charge 
and was to be released to attend an 
arraignment on the charges on Feb. 7 

before District Judge Michael Smith.
Police reported the transactions 

made by Brennan totaled $200, some 
of which were for the purchase of 
gasoline.

Charges after hit-and-run
Charges were filed against an area 

man following his involvement in a 
hit-and-run at 9:26 p.m. Jan. 27 in the 
900 block of West Harrisburg Pike.
Police said Yongzheng Huang, 19, 

600 block of North Spring Street, 
Middletown, was driving a 2015 Jeep 
Cherokee at a high rate of speed, trav-
eling west on Harrisburg Pike when 
he struck the rear end of a 2010 Acura 
TL. The force of the impact pushed 
the victim’s car into a guard rail with 
the car coming to rest facing the op-
posite direction of travel, the accident 

reported noted.
Investigators said Huang left the 

scene of the crash but was tracked to 
his residence after the victim in the 
other vehicle gave police the license 
number to the accused’s car.
Police did not report the extent of 

damages to either vehicle but noted 
that both were driven from the scene. 
Police also did not report whether 
anyone involved in the crash had suf-
fered any injuries.
Huang has been charged with careless 

driving, being involved in accident in-
volving damage to an attended vehicle, 
failure to obey traffic control devices 
and failure to have vehicle’s lights on 
when required, police noted. He is to 
appear before District Judge Michael 
Smith for a preliminary hearing on the 
charges on March 1.

Middletown police have arrested a man and 
charged him with breaking into the Black Horse 
Grille at 101 E. Main St. between 2 and 9 a.m. 
on Thursday, Jan. 26.
Jamil Abdussalaam, 67, who was living in a 

room above the restaurant, is seen on video taking 
$200 from a cash register, stealing two six packs 
of beer from a cooler, and trying to break into 
a dart game/machine, police said in a criminal 
complaint filed with District Judge David Judy.
The video also showed Abdussalaam breaking 

into the basement of the business by tampering 
with the storm cellar doors, according to police. 
Abdussalaam was arraigned before Judy on Jan. 

27 and charged with burglary, criminal trespass, 
criminal mischief, and theft by unlawful taking.
Abdussalaam remains in Dauphin County 

Prison on $25,000 bail, according to the online 
prison list. Abdussalaam waived his preliminary 
hearing on Feb. 6, and he is to be arraigned in 
county court on April 7.

 — Dan Miller Abdussalaam

Man charged with entering Black Horse Grille 
from his room above, taking $200 and beer

Join forces with the Art Association 
of Harrisburg and the “Super Heroes 
of the Susquehanna” to promote the 
visual arts from 6 to 11 p.m. Saturday, 
March 11 at the Radisson Hotel, Camp 
Hill, for The Bal Masque — “Super 
Heroes of the Susquehanna.”
Dress as your superhero alter ego 

and compete for prizes in a costume 
parade, or attend as your “citizen self.” 

There will be silent and live auctions, 
gourmet food, a cash bar, and music 
by DJ Jonathan Frazier.
Only those in attendance will receive 

a limited edition original comic book 
“Super Heroes of the Susquehanna” 
by Brad Gebhart, featuring honorary 
Bal Masque chairpeople Dr. David 
Bronstein; Alice Anne Schwab, execu-
tive Director of the Susquehanna Art 

Museum; and John Frisch, president 
of Higher Information Group.
Ticketing levels are $150 for Super 

Heroes, and $100 for Side Kicks. Make 
reservations at www.artassocofhbg.
com or call 717-236-1432 for more 
information.
Proceeds support The Art Association 

of Harrisburg’s education and exhibi-
tion programs.

Bal Masque has superhero theme for 2017 event

Police say incident happened just hours after case was bound over
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PUBLIC NOTICES

ESTATE NOTICE
 Letters Testamentary on the Estate 

of Albert L. Whitsel, date of death, 
January 10, 2017, late of Middletown 
Borough, Dauphin County, Penn-
sylvania having been granted to the 
undersigned, all persons indebted to 
said Estate are requested to make 
immediate payment and those having 
claims will present them for settle-
ment to: 

Christine Whitsel, Executrix
c/o Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine Street, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057
or to:
Kendra A. Mohr, Esq.
Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine Street, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057
(717) 944-1333

#118 0208-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC WORKS 
MAINTENANCE 

WORKER
Middletown Borough, Dauphin 

County, Pennsylvania is looking for 
a Highway Property Maintenance 
Worker 3. This is a full-time, non-
exempt position in the Public Works 
Department. General job responsi-
bilities include performing work on 
borough-owned streets and properties, 
operate certain types of machinery 
utilized in such activities as well as 
performing other duties when needed 
under the direction of the Department 
Supervisor or his assigned representa-
tive. Applicants must be a high school 
graduate or hold a GED and must hold 
a valid PA Class B CDL driver’s license 
and have working skills in carpentry, 
masonry, painting, plumbing and ma-
chine repairs. Must have the ability to 
perform manual labor and use shovels, 
picks and similar equipment used in 
manual labor operations. A minimum 
of 3-5 years progressive experience 
at municipal highway and property 
maintenance preferred.

Applications may be mailed to Greg 
Wilsbach, Public Works Director, 60 
West Emaus Street, Middletown, PA 
17057 or sent electronically to JOBS@
middletownborough.com. Applicant 
information will be kept confidential. 
Applications are due by February 
17, 2017.

#119 0208-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC WORKS 
CASUAL WORKER 

NEEDED
Middletown Borough, Dauphin 

County, Pennsylvania is looking for 
a part-time Casual Worker for the 
Public Works department. General 
job responsibilities include performing 
work on borough-owned streets and 
properties, operate certain types of 
machinery utilized in such activities 
as well as performing other duties 
when needed under the direction of the 
Department Supervisor or his assigned 
representative. Applicants have the 
ability to perform manual labor and use 
shovels, picks and similar equipment 
used in manual labor operations. This 
is a non-exempt position of 15 hours 
per week and pays $12/hour.

Applications may be mailed to Greg 
Wilsbach, Public Works Director, 60 
West Emaus Street, Middletown, PA 
17057 or sent electronically to JOBS@
middletownborough.com. Applicant 
information will be kept confidential. 
Applications are due by February 
17, 2017.

#120 0208-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

FREE AD EXCHANGE
For Mail Subscribers

For sale: Ladies 18-speed purple 
bike with indem shifting and canti-
lever brakes; Girls white and purple 
bike. Call Jnet at 717-775-0890 any 
evening.

For sale: Baby furniture from 1940s: 
Babee Tenda feeding table, $25; 
Child’s high chair and potty converts to 
table, $50. Call 717-939-0230.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT - If you have something 
to rent, give us a call. We’ll put your 
ad in the Press & Journal. Thursday 
and Friday are the best days to call. 
Deadline for classifieds is Monday at 
9 a.m. All Classified line ads must be 
paid in advance. Call 717-944-4628. 
(1/1TF)

FOR RENT Middletown – 2 bedroom 
apt, 1st floor. $600 a month plus utilities 
and security. No pets/animals. Call 
717-574-4727. (11/16TF)

APARTMENTS/STORAGE Space 
For Rent in downtown Middletown. 
One, two, and three bedroom apart-
ments. Standard and climate con-
trolled storage space. For details, 
rates and showings, call 717-497-
7064. (10/19TF)

2,600 SQUARE FEET of Commer-
cial Space - Multiple Use, Garage/
Storage, etc., For Rent in downtown 
Middletown. For details call 717-497-
7064. (10/19TF)

MISCELLANEOUS

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 – 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill – Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 
– Get FAA certification to fix planes. 
Approved for military benefits. Finan-
cial Aid if qualified. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345

APPLIANCES

WHIRLPOOL SMOOTH top electric 
range - Steam clean, black, 30”, 
excellent condition. $200. Call 717-
367-3684. (2/8) 

Need a Notary?
Please Call Our Office In Advance

Press And JournAl
20 S. Union Street, Middletown

944-4628
or email: info@pressandjournal.com
NO VEHICULAR TRANSACTIONS
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Free
MAIL SUBSCRIBERS 
ADVERTISE
The Free Ad Exchange is a 
benefit to all mail subscribers 
of the Press And Journal.
Each subscriber is allowed 
one free ad of 25words or less per month. 
No businesses (including babysitting), homes or 
trailers for sale or rent, no real estate, or garage or 
yard sales, or unsigned ads will be accepted.
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  Press And Journal
  20 S. Union Street
  Middletown, PA 17057

     ❑ For Sale                  ❑ Wanted

Phone Number ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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__________________
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_____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________

Be sure to include phone number

Construction
Home Improvement

By David Barr
davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

The Lower Swatara Township 
Board of Commissioners moved to 
enter into an agreement to acquire 
a 32-acre tract of land contingent 
upon receipt of a grant Wednesday, 
Feb. 1, with the hope of giving 
more land to the Lower Swatara 
Township Athletic Association.
The land in question is the Shire-

man Farm tract at the southeast 
corner of Longview Drive and Eb-
enezer Road. In December, Lower 
Swatara was awarded a 50-50 grant 
from the state Department of Con-
servation and Natural Resources 
to convert it into a municipal park. 
Initial plans called for a softball 

field and walking trail as well as 
picnic areas. 
Both the township and DCNR 

planned to contribute $187,000 
toward the purchase.

In public comments addressed to 
the board, LSTAA president Jason 
Wagner spoke of how LSTAA is 
growing and stressed the impor-
tance of having more room for an 
organization that plays a role in 
attracting and keeping people in 
the area. LSTAA, incorporated in 
1967, provides youth baseball and 
softball programs.
“We have continued to have ca-

pacity concerns. We are bulging at 
the seams quite frankly,” Wagner 
said. “This is sorely, sorely needed 
in our township. I can’t stress that 
enough. I encourage you to capital-
ize on this opportunity. Don’t let 
it slip away because the potential 
benefit in the use of something like 
that for the youth of our community 
would almost be immeasurable. 
“If we’re going to grow our com-

munity, we have to have the vision, 
we have to have the willingness, 
and we have to be able to dream big 

because if we want people to move 
here, we want people to live here, 
we want people to work here, and 
most importantly we want people 
to stay here, these are the type of 
things we need to bring into our 
township.”
Wagner added how he has heard 

others speak well of amenities in 
places such as Hershey, Lower 
Dauphin and Harrisburg, that at-
tract local children to play for them 
instead of in Lower Swatara and 
Middletown.
“I want this to be an opportunity 

where we can showcase the com-
munities around us what we have 
to offer, not everybody talk about 
what exists outside our township. I 
just think that’s a good use of tax-
payer dollars, and I would encour-
age you to really give consideration 
to that.”
It was suggested to the board 

that the land be converted into a 

complex with eight ball fields, two 
tennis courts, two basketball courts, 
a skateboard park, a dog park, eight 
pavilions, and many walking trails.
“Mrs. Shireman has offered us a 

nice opportunity here. The price is 
good. I just think we have a heck 
of a bargain here, a heck of an 
opportunity for the township that 
I’ve heard a lot of public support,” 
Commissioner Todd Truntz said. “I 
would certainly be willing to move 
to proceed with this whatever the 
next steps are, perhaps entering 
an agreement with Mrs. Shireman 
contingent upon the grant stuff fall-
ing into place.”
Even if the property couldn’t be 

developed into what the board 
hopes it could be, it still could be 
used for picnics, hiking, dog parks, 
and recreation in general.
“It’s a great first step to really pro-

viding something our community 
can be proud of,” Wagner said.

Lower Swatara takes next step 
on buying Shireman Farm tract

Average retail gasoline 
prices in Harrisburg have 
fallen 3.4 cents per gallon 
in the past week, averag-
ing $2.45 a gallon Sunday, 
according to GasBuddy’s 
daily survey of 241 gas 
outlets in Harrisburg. This 
compares with the national 
average that has fallen 0.7 
cents per gallon in the last 
week to $2.26 a gallon. 
Including the change in 

gas prices in Harrisburg 

during the past week, prices 
Sunday were 49.9 cents 
per gallon higher than the 
same day one year ago and 
are 13.9 cents per gallon 
lower than a month ago. 
The national average has 
decreased 10.9 cents per 
gallon during the last month 
and stands 51.6 cents per 
gallon higher than this day 
one year ago.
According to GasBuddy 

historical data, gasoline 

prices on Feb. 6 in Har-
risburg have ranged widely 
over the last five years: 
$1.95 a gallon in 2016, 
$2.29 a gallon in 2015, 
$3.47 a gallon in 2014, 
$3.67 a gallon in 2013 and 
$3.57 a gallon in 2012.
Areas near Harrisburg 

and their current gas price 
climate:
• Lancaster: $2.48 a gal-

lon, down 3.6 cents per 
gallon from last week’s 

$2.51 a gallon.
• Reading: $2.54 a gallon, 

down 0.7 cents per gallon 
from last week’s $2.54 a 
gallon.
• York: $2.45 a gallon, 

down 1.4 cents per gallon 
from last week’s $2.46 a 
gallon.
“Gasoline prices nation-

ally have continued their 
typical seasonal trajec-
tory lower,” said Patrick 
DeHaan, senior petroleum 

analyst for GasBuddy.com. 
“Gasoline inventories have 
continued to show impres-
sive gains lately, limiting 
the effects of rising oil 
prices on gasoline prices 
for the time being. While 
the majority of states (37) 
saw average gasoline prices 
decline, 13 saw prices ad-
vancing, especially in the 
Great Lakes — thanks to 
the region's price cycling 
mechanisms.”

Lower Dauphin High 
School senior Meghan 
Johnson was an outstand-
ing student, vocalist and 
actress with a fiery spirit, 
infectious smile and luxuri-
ous black hair.
As she spoke in the high 

school  auditorium on 
Thursday, Feb. 2, the hair 
was a shadow of its former 
glory, but the spirit, smile 
and comfort on the stage 
was still there. Meghan, 
a member of the school’s 
Mini-THON committee, 
spoke to her classmates 
about her own battle with 
brain cancer.
The tumor was discovered 

during a procedure in Oc-
tober and doctors believed 
it to be benign. Then after 
a series of increasingly 
worrisome issues, it was 
discovered to have grown 
from the size of a cashew 
to the size of a baseball 
and they determined it to 
be stage-4 cancer, a glio-
blastoma.
In three weeks, she had 

five brain surgeries and 
doctors removed 95 percent 
of the tumor. She received 
radiation treatments and 
chemotherapy. She suffered 
from vision and memory 
problems and lost her hair. 
Meghan still receives che-
motherapy treatment and 
she continues to fight.
“One day I woke up and 

I had cancer,” she told her 

fellow students.
She went from a supporter 

of the Four Diamonds and 
Lower Dauphin’s Mini-
THON effort to being a 
beneficiary of it. One pill 
for her chemotherapy costs 
$150 and she has to take 
four in the morning and 
four at night. That’s why 
she says raising money 
for Four Diamonds is so 
important.
“You are making a dif-

ference,” she said. “Every 
single thing you do makes 
such a difference. That’s 
why it’s so, so important to 
raise money.”
The high school’s Mini-

THON is modeled after 
Penn State’s THON just on 
a smaller scale. Last year, 
more than 70,000 student 
volunteers and 235 schools 
in five states  in elementary 
schools, middle schools, 
high schools and colleges 
raised more than $5.5 mil-
lion for Four Diamonds. 
Each year, Four Diamonds 

provides direct support to 
approximately 600 children 
with cancer — 100 who are 
newly diagnosed and 500 
who are continuing their 
fight. 
Four Diamonds covers 

100 percent of all medical 
expenses related to cancer 
care not covered by insur-
ance for qualifying Four 
Diamonds children.  Since 
its creation in 1972, Four 

Diamonds has helped more 
than 3,700 children and 
families and supported a 
platform of childhood can-
cer research at Penn State 
Children's Hospital, seek-
ing improved treatments 
and cures to benefit those 
around the world.
Last year, the high school 

raised more than $102,000 
in its Mini-THON to sup-

port the Four Diamonds.
This year’s high school 

event will feature dancing, 
a bouncy obstacle course, 
Zumba, volleyball, a scav-
enger hunt, table tennis 
and other activities. The 
only catch is that students 
may not sit down the en-
tire night. The event will 
run from 7 p.m. March 17 
through 7 a.m. March 18.  

To participate, students 
must raise a minimum of 
$75 by the night of the 
Mini-THON and pay a 
$10 registration fee to par-
ticipate. 
The event is only open 

to Lower Dauphin High 
School students or Lower 
Dauphin students who at-
tend Dauphin County Tech-
nical School.

Contributed photo
LDHS Mini-THON executive committee members Nick Scipione, left, Marni 
Granzow, third from left and Bryce Carter, at right, share a moment with Meghan 
Johnson after she spoke to LD students Thursday morning.

Lower Dauphin kicks off Mini-THON season 
by hearing from classmate who has cancer

Gas prices down in last week around Harrisburg

The 2017 South Central Penn-
sylvania Scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards, sponsored by Common-
wealth Charter Academy, recently 
announced the winning entries 
from local young artists and writ-
ers. 
Lower Dauphin High School win-

ners are Danielle Cake, Emalee 
Douglass, Grace Gilbert, Madeline 
Gotshall, Kayla Hoffer, Kaylee 
Hollenbach, Nicole Seacord and 
Corrine Shirk. 
Out of more than 2,300 entries, 

780 have been awarded gold keys, 
silver keys or honorable mention. 
The winners of these awards come 
from more than 70 local public, 

private, home and charter schools.  
The Scholastic Art & Writing 

Awards are the largest and lon-
gest-running student recogni-
tion program in the country. This 
nationally recognized program 
awards students for their creative 
excellence in 28 categories rang-
ing from poetry to journalism and 
painting to comic art. Students in 
seventh through 12th grades, from 
Allegheny, Adams, Cumberland, 
Dauphin, Delaware, Franklin, 
Juniata, Lebanon, Perry and York 
counties, were eligible to showcase 
their talents and have their entries 
judged by artistic and literary pro-
fessionals in the area. 

Students who won gold and silver 
keys are invited, along with their 
families and teachers, to an awards 
ceremony at The State Museum 
of Pennsylvania in Harrisburg on 
Saturday, March 11. At the event, 
students and teachers will be rec-
ognized for their accomplishments 
and receive their awards.
Winning work will be on display 

at The State Museum of Pennsyl-
vania from Feb. 25 until April 16.
Students who receive gold keys 

will have their work advanced to 
the national level, alongside thou-
sands of entries from other regional 
affiliate programs across the coun-
try. These students could receive 

national gold or silver medals and 
be honored at a special ceremony 
at Carnegie Hall in New York City. 
They could join the ranks of some 
of our country’s most revered writ-
ers and artists who have received 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, 
including Robert Redford and 
Andy Warhol. A national winner 
will be announced in mid-March. 
The South Central Scholastic Art 

& Writing Awards are sponsored by 
Commonwealth Charter Academy 
CCA. Founded in 2003, Com-
monwealth Charter Academy is a 
Pennsylvania public cyber charter 
school with year-round open en-
rollment. 

Lower Dauphin students get art, writing honors

The Pennsylvania Senate Finance 
Committee passed on Tuesday Sen. 
Mike Folmer’s Senate Bill 7, the 
“Taxpayer Protection Act”, which 
would limit the growth in state 
government spending.
“Every second, the common-

wealth spends $999 of your hard-
earned tax moneys. $59,995 every 
minute, over $3 million an hour, 
and over $86 million every day,” 
Folmer said. “Since 1970, Pennsyl-
vania’s population has grown 7.7 

percent, while the commonwealth’s 
General Fund Budget has grown 
1,010 percent. This legislation 
attempts to address these burdens 
by limiting the growth of state 
spending.”
SB 7 would limit — not reduce 

— the growth in state government 
spending through the lower of the 
following thresholds:
• Limit state government spending 

to the average change in personal 
income for the three preceding 

calendar years, or;
• Limit state government spending 

to the average inflation rate plus the 
average percentage change in state 
population over the three preceding 
years (with exceptions for certain 
extraordinary circumstances).
The “Taxpayer Protection Act” 

would also require:
• 25 percent of any moneys in 

excess of these limits be returned 
to the taxpayers.
• 25 percent be allocated to the 

Rainy Day Fund to help balance 
state budgets during trying eco-
nomic times.
• 50 percent to help pay down the 

unfunded liabilities of the Public 
School Employees’ Retirement 
System and the State Employees’ 
Retirement System.
“I ... look forward to further ad-

vancement of these much needed 
and long overdue reforms,” he said.
Senate Bill 7 will now advance to 

the full Senate for consideration.

Folmer’s ‘Taxpayer Protection Act’ heads to Senate
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Business Directory

Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown

717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown

717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown

717-944-7154

AUTO SERVICE

Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, Elizabethtown

717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO DEALER

Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 

717-944-5425

FLOWERS

Olmsted Plaza Barber Shop 
1547 W. Harrisburg Pike, Middletown

717-944-9364

BARBER

Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown

717-566-2525
Middletown Pharmacy 

& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown

717-944-1640

HALLMARK CARDS/GIFTS

Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery

For More Information 
717-944-4628 

PRINTING

Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown

717-944-7980
Sharp Cuts

124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

SALON

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric

717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg

717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 

717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown

717-367-3724

State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane

735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

INSURANCE

Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown

717-215-9607

PERSONAL TRAINING

CHIROPRACTOR
PHYSICAL THERAPIST

THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown

717-944-2225

Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown

717-944-0450

RESTAURANT

SUNDAY
JUNE 12

B
1
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BING

LONDONDERRY FIRE CO. - 2655 Foxianna Rd., Middletown • 944-2175

Held 2nd Sunday 
of each month

32 TOTAL GAMES
Packages start at

6 cards for 
$25

2 Large Guaranteed 
Jackpots

Doors & Kitchen 
open at noon 

Bingo starts at
 2 pm

$5.00 OFF 
with this ad!
Exp. 6/12/16

The Delaware River Turnpike Bridge 
connecting Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey on Interstate 276 must remain 
closed to traffic for a minimum of 
eight more weeks — at least through 
early April — according to an emer-
gency engineering task force being 
co-led by the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission and the New Jersey 
Turnpike Authority, joint owners of 
the 1.25-mile-long bridge. 
The task force, made up of about two 

dozen public and private engineering 
design, construction and transporta-
tion entities, reported Friday that an 
April reopening represents the best-
case scenario which doesn't involve a 
more complex partial reconstruction of 
the impacted portion of the bridge or 
possibly even replacement of the entire 

structure, according to a press release.
“We recognize that those who travel 

through, live, or work in this region 
have been considerably inconve-
nienced by this closure, and we are 
as excited as anyone to see it reopen,” 
said Pennsylvania Turnpike Chairman 
Sean Logan. “But please remember, 
this is an emergency situation; we’re 
working around the clock to resolve 
it. It would be reckless to put a single 
vehicle back onto this structure before 
we trust its stability.”
The engineering task force has been 

preparing for several possible repair 
scenarios; both the PTC and NJTA 
hope that the least-protracted construc-
tion method will be effective.
“Right now, that best-case scenario 

entails repairing the I-beam by con-

structing a permanent splice to recon-
nect the fractured section,” said PTC 
chief engineer Brad Heigel. “But 
before that can occur, crews must 
first realign the bisected segment by 
deploying eight temporary towers and 
hydraulic jacks to return the span to 
its original position.”
Heigel said that the fracture caused 

the section of the bridge between the 
two supporting piers to drop by about 
2 inches when the load being carried 
by the fractured I-beam was suddenly 
transferred to the adjoining structural 
components. Critically, these com-
ponents were not designed to carry a 
heavier load; hence, the closure.
Crews began to lay the groundwork 

for the jacking towers two weeks ago 
by drilling piles — grouted steel pipe 

columns installed underground — to 
provide a solid foundation for eight, 
80-foot towers that will, when the jack-
ing process is completed, support the 
entire weight of the impacted portion 
of the bridge to allow a new splice to 
be installed and tested. 
“The goal of the jacking operation 

is to return the bridge to its original 
position and allow us to complete 
a permanent splice of the fracture. 
As the jacking operation occurs and 
load is transferred within the bridge, 
instrumentation will monitor the 
actual loads, stresses and displace-
ments which will be compared to 
estimated outcomes from computer 
models,” Heigel said. “This monitor-
ing — which involves affixing about 
50 sensors to the structure — is the 

only way we can confirm that the 
splice is successful before we reopen 
the bridge.” 
The data gathered during load testing 

will also enable the engineering task 
force to determine if a more compre-
hensive repair is needed before both 
the PTC and the NJTA, along with their 
engineering consultants, are confident 
enough to reopen the bridge, which 
has been closed since Jan. 20.
“If more extensive repairs would be 

required, it is not possible to offer 
even a rough estimate on the scope 
or duration of further construction be-
cause we simply do not have adequate 
information to make that projection,” 
Heigel said.
Here is the approximate bridge 

construction timetable, by week, ac-

cording to the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission. The timetable is only an 
estimate; repair crews can encounter 
unforeseen conditions that alter the 
time frame.
Feb. 6: Install jacking towers.
Feb. 13: Install jacking towers, in-

strumentation and structural reinforce-
ment required for jacking.
Feb. 20: Install instrumentation and 

structural reinforcement required for 
jacking.
Feb. 27: Install structural reinforce-

ment required for jacking.
March 6: Perform jacking.
March 13:Install permanent repair 

splice.
March 20: Perform load testing.
March 27: Demobilize jacking 

towers.

Delaware River Turnpike Bridge closed until April
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By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Lyall J. Fink Elementary School 
in Middletown is being recognized 
by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education for the academic progress 
that the school’s students have made.
On Monday, Jan. 30, Principal Tom 

Shaffer and other representatives of 
Fink and the school district were in 
Pittsburgh to receive an award for 
Fink being designated a “High Prog-
ress School” for 2016-17 under Title 
1, a program funded by the federal 
government.
Under Title 1, schools where at least 

40 percent of students are low-income 
qualify for federal funds targeted on 
improving reading, as a way of closing 
the achievement gap between these 
students and those not considered 
economically disadvantaged.
More than three of every four stu-

dents at Fink — 76.4 percent — are 
considered low income, according 
to the PDE. In 2010, the rate of low 
income students at Fink was slightly 
under 60 percent.
Pennsylvania has 1,737 schools 

eligible to receive Title 1 funds, 
according to PDE spokeswoman 
Nicole Reigelman. Of these, 1,225 
are elementary schools. Also among 
Title 1 schools in Pennsylvania are 
Middletown Area School District’s 
two other elementaries: Kunkel — 
with 40 percent students low income 
— and Reid, with 60 percent.
However, Fink is one of just 179 of 

these 1,737 schools state-wide being 
recognized for achievement gains 
under Title 1.
Fink’s award is in the “High Prog-

ress” category, placing the school in 
the top 5 percent of all Title 1 schools 
in Pennsylvania according to the fol-
lowing criteria:
• Aggregate progress in closing the 

achievement gap in English Language 
Arts and mathematics, based on Penn-
sylvania System of School Assessment 
test results.

• Test participation in the PSSA in 
mathematics and English Language 
Arts
• Attendance rate.
• Closing the achievement gap for 

all students based on mathematics 
and English Language Arts PSSA 
test scores.
• Closing the achievement gap for 

historically underperforming students 
based on mathematics and English 
Language Arts PSSA test scores.
Fink was one of 90 Title 1 schools to 

receive the award in the High Progress 
category. 
The federal government recognized 

another 89 schools in Pennsylvania in 
the High Achievement category, which 
goes to schools in the top 5 percent 
of all Title 1 schools in the state for 
aggregate math and reading PSSA 
scores, or for Keystone test scores that 
also meet all measurable objectives.
Fink was one of just two Title 1 

schools in Dauphin County to win 
an award in either category. Phillips 
Elementary School in the Central Dau-
phin School District was also listed as 
a High Progress school.
The catalyst for the gains Fink is now 

being recognized for can be traced to 
a few years back, when the school 
added a second full-time reading 
teacher funded by Title 1 dollars from 
the federal government.
Regular classroom teachers at Fink 

were telling Shaffer that many of their 
students could not read well enough to 
take tests, Shaffer told the Press And 
Journal in a June 8, 2016 article about 
Title 1 at Fink.
Fink’s two full-time reading teachers 

provide focused reading instruction 
every day to students in small groups 
— sometimes just one student at a 
time. The reading teachers go into the 
regular classroom to work with stu-
dents in grades kindergarten through 
2; while students in grades 3, 4 and 
5 leave their regular classroom each 
day to meet with the reading teachers.
One of Fink’s full-time Title 1-funded 

reading teachers is Amy Rhodes, who 

was among those in Pittsburgh to re-
ceive the award. Louisa Clinkscale is 
Fink’s other full-time reading teacher 
paid for by Title 1.
Also attending the awards ceremony 

in Pittsburgh was Marie Drazenovich, 
who oversees the reading program in 
all three Middletown district elemen-
taries; and Chelton Hunter, assistant 
to the superintendent.

Contributed photo

Fink Principal Tom Shaffer (center) displays the school's High Progress 
award along with Fink Title 1 Reading teacher Amy Rhodes (right), 
and Susan McCrone, Chief of the Division of Federal Programs in the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education.

Fink Elementary honored by Department 
of Education as ‘High Progress School’

UGI has received a number of reports 
over the past several days of individu-
als who are posing as UGI employees 
either in person or on the phone. UGI 
reminds energy consumers to protect 
themselves and their property against 
imposters.
In one incident in West Scranton, 

a person posing as a UGI employee 
gained entrance to a home and took 
the homeowner into the basement to 
supposedly check their equipment. 
During that time, another person en-
tered and robbed the home.
In addition, a number of custom-

ers have reported receiving a phone 
call from someone claiming their 
gas service has been turned off for 
non-payment. In one instance, the 
caller requested the customer’s Social 
Security number.
UGI urges customers to follow these 

tips to ensure their safety:
If a person claiming to be a utility 

employee knocks on your door, resi-
dents should check for proper identi-
fication before allowing that person 
into their home. All UGI employees 
carry photo ID cards that display the 
company logo along with their photo 
and employee number. UGI employ-
ees are happy to show consumers their 
ID badges upon request.
UGI urges customers to keep the 

following safety information in mind:
• UGI does not routinely do any 

work unannounced late in the eve-
ning except for a customer-requested 
appointment or legitimate gas emer-
gency. UGI does not do meter reading 
work late in the evening.
• Legitimate UGI meter readers, 

inspectors, collectors and service 
representatives routinely wear blue 

uniforms with a UGI logo and drive 
marked, numbered vehicles.
• Most service work is performed on 

a scheduled basis, with the exception 
of leak and corrosion surveys.
• Meter reading is performed on 

a scheduled date, as noted on your 
monthly bill, typically within the 
hours of 7 a.m. and 5 p.m.
• Always ask to see proper identifica-

tion before allowing anyone entrance 
to your home. If you are suspicious 
about a person’s ID or activities, do 
not allow that person into your home 
and call UGI immediately so that we 
can verify the visit.
Also, scammers can place phone 

calls or send emails stating the cus-
tomer owes money for their energy 
bills and that non-payment has al-
ready resulted in or will lead to im-
mediate termination of service. These 

scams typically try to obtain personal 
information from the customer or 
solicit payments through pre-paid 
credit cards.
These phone calls are not generated 

by UGI or an agent of the company, 
nor is this the normal process that 
UGI would follow if a customer is not 
current on their account. In addition, 
UGI would not recommend a prepaid 
credit card as an option for payment.
If you ever have any question about 

whether a visit, phone call or email 
from UGI was legitimate, please 
contact UGI at 800-276-2722 (UGI 
Central Penn Gas customers should 
call 800-652-0550).
UGI Utilities is a natural gas and 

electric utility with headquarters in 
Reading. UGI serves 690,000 custom-
ers in 44 Pennsylvania counties and 
one county in Maryland.

U.S. Rep. Lou Barletta, R-Hazleton, 
recently issued a warning that there is 
a new wave of email scams circulat-
ing that target company payroll or 
human resources offices. They seek 
personally identifying information 
of employees.  
The Internal Revenue Service has 

reported that the email scams may use 
a corporate officer’s name to create 
an appearance of legitimacy, a form 
of the email phishing practice known 
as “spoofing.” 
The emails may request a list of 

employee names, salaries, 
and IRS W-2 forms. The 
purpose of the information 
is to file fraudulent tax re-
turns in an attempt to collect 
refunds.
“Email scammers are get-

ting more and more clever, 
which means that people 
must be more on guard than 
ever,” said Barletta, whose 
district includes areas north 
and west of Middletown. “If you re-
ceive an email that looks like it comes 

from a company executive 
requesting sensitive infor-
mation about employees, 
it is better to double check 
that it’s a legitimate request. 
These emails can look ex-
tremely authentic, so it is 
always best to ask.”
The following are exam-

ples of requests that may 
be contained in the emails:
• Kindly send me the indi-

vidual 2016 W-2 (PDF) and earnings 
summary of all W-2 of our company 

staff for a quick review.
• Can you send me the updated list 

of employees with full details (Name, 
Social Security Number, Date of 
Birth, Home Address, Salary)?
• I want you to send me the list of 

W-2 copy of employees’ wage and 
tax statement for 2016.  I need them 
in PDF file type.  You can send it as 
an attachment. Kindly prepare the lists 
and email them to me ASAP.
Residents who believe they have 

received one of the emails should 
forward it to phishing@irs.gov.

UGI warning of people posing as its employees

New scam involves emails asking for W-2 info

Free prom gowns available through Dauphin County program
For the ninth consecutive year, 

Dauphin County ’s Northern Dauphin 
Human Services Center will be offer-
ing free prom gowns and accessories 
to high school girls who cannot oth-
erwise afford them as part of Project 

Prom Wear.
Dozens of gowns in a variety of sizes 

and styles are available. 
Teens who are interested in finding 

a gown can visit the center from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays or call 

the center to schedule an appointment 
during other hours.
The NDHSC accepts donations of 

new or gently used prom gowns, shoes, 
purses and accessories throughout 
the year. 

Donations are being accepted at the 
center, which is located at 295 State 
Drive in Elizabethville.
For more information, or to schedule 

an appointment, please call 717-905-
2700.

Barletta
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2017Congrats, Maya!

I’m so proud of 
you. Good luck  

at State!

LOVE ALWAYS, 
Uncle Dan

An investment in 

KNOWLEDGE 
always pays the best

INTEREST
− BEN FRANKLIN

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS of 2017

FINANCIAL PLANNERS

*ADS SHOWN SMALLER THAN ACTUAL SIZE

Whether you’re family,  friends or businesses, show your pride for them with a 
full-color tribute ad in the Press And Journal’s annual special section. 

In your own words, wish them best of luck, include inspirational quotes or 
feature graduation or baby photos — make it your own! 

Coming May 2017

GR

ADUATION

2017 TRIBUTE

SAMPLES

HONORING AREA GRADS FROM: 

Middletown, Lower Dauphin & Steelton-Highspire

reserve your tribute today!

theater and that the theater should stay 
borough-owned.
Reddinger and Middletown Mayor 

James H. Curry III extended the 
same $1 offer to the new historical 
society committee after the commit-
tee presented its plan to the authority 
on Jan. 17.
Unbeknownst to both Reddinger and 

the society at the time, the Friends 
group had changed its position and 
was now interested in accepting the 
authority offer to purchase the theater 
for $1.
After a story about the society com-

mittee presenting its plan to the author-
ity was published on the Press And 
Journal website, the Friends group 
sought a meeting with the society to 
discuss the situation. That meeting 
took place on Jan. 24, Miller said.
Miller said the society’s interest in ac-

quiring the Elks Theatre was prompted 
in part by public comments Einhorn 
had made to the authority in fall 2016, 
suggesting that the Friends did not care 
who acquired and reopened the theater, 
as long as it was done by somebody.
Coupled with the Friends’ group 

refusing to acquire the theater, the so-
ciety took this to mean that the Friends 
group was wavering in its commitment 
to reopen the theater.
In other words, “if nobody was going 

to do it, we would,” Miller said.
However, it became clear during 

the Jan. 24 meeting between the two 
groups that the Friends group remained 
committed to the cause of reopening 
the theater. That is also when the 
society learned of the Friends group 
reversing its stance on acquiring the 
theater, Miller added.
To the society, it makes more sense for 

the Friends group to play the lead role 
in acquiring and reopening the Elks 
Theatre, because the Friends group 
has “the experience” to do it, Miller 
told the Press And Journal.
For example, Friends is the suc-

cessor organization to the Greater 
Middletown Economic Development 
Corporation. GMEDC owned the Elks 
Building and operated the theater from 
2005 to 2014, when the authority 
acquired the Elks Building. GMEDC 
leased the theater from the authority 
and continued running the theater until 
April 2015, when the authority closed 
the theater for renovations. 
The revised proposal that the Friends 

group is working on in anticipation of 
the Feb. 21 authority meeting will be 
very similar to the proposal that the 
group has had before the authority 
since August 2015, Einhorn said. Only 
instead of acquiring the theater, the 
2015 proposal called for Friends to run 

the theater while the group was leas-
ing it from the borough for 10 years.
Another difference is that the pro-

jected costs to renovate and reopen the 
theater as a performing arts center will 
be based on the $1.1 million estimate 
that was provided to Friends in fall 
2016 by A.P. Williams, the contractor 
working for Tattered Flag Brewery & 
Still Works, which occupies all of the 
Elks Building except for the theater.
The August 2015 proposal assumed 

a cost of $370,000. However, that 
assumed the authority taking care of 
other aspects of the theater project such 
as redoing the bathrooms. 
That did not happen, and as a result the 

informal working estimate for what it 
would cost the Friends group to reopen 
the theater as a performing arts center 
grew to $500,000. However, observers 
now consider the $1.1 million from 
A.P. Williams to be  a more concrete 
and realistic estimate, based upon the 
actual condition of the building.
The revised proposal also can be ex-

pected to detail how the Friends group 
intends to raise the money to pay for 
the Elks Theatre project. 
The August 2015 proposal assumed 

the borough funding most if not all of 
the project upfront as an investment 
in the downtown. However, borough 
council’s decision in late 2016 to reject 
a $500,000 state grant toward restor-
ing the theater made it clear to the 
Friends group that council intends to 
devote little if any tax dollars towards 
the project.
The Friends group’s decision to ac-

cept ownership of the theater was a 
direct result of council turning down 
the state grant, Einhorn has said.
Council’s two successive votes re-

jecting the grant, coupled with public 
comments by several councilors and 
Curry, also sent strong signals that 
the borough wants to unload itself of 
ownership of the theater.
“We’re very aware that the ICDA 

wants to move this along quickly. Our 
plan is to do it on a quicker timetable 
than the society had in mind,” Einhorn 
said, referring to how soon the Friends 
group can acquire the theater.
The society during its Jan. 17 presen-

tation suggested that it could take the 
committee up to three years to acquire 
the theater, although that could have 
been moved up depending on how 
successful the committee would be in 
fundraising and getting grants.
The Friends group has consistently 

told council and the authority that it 
has donors waiting to make substantial 
contributions to the Elks Theatre ef-
fort, but that these donors are holding 
off until the Friends can demonstrate a 
commitment from the borough to the 
group regarding the theater.

Bingo Mania coming 
Feb. 12 at fire company
Londonderry Fire Company, 

2655 Foxianna Road, Middle-
town, will hold its Bingo Mania 
on Sunday, Feb. 12. Doors and 
the kitchen open at noon, and 
bingo starts at 2 p.m.
For more information, call 

717-944-2175.

•••••

Community Gospel  
Fundraiser is Feb. 19
 The fifth annual Community 

Gospel Fundraiser will be held 
at Wesley United Methodist 
Church, 64 Ann St., Middle-
town, at 5 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 19. 
The evening will be filled with 

worship and praise provided 
by a variety of musicians and 
vocalists. Students in the Youth 
10x’s Better art class will hold 
an art show and offer their 
paintings for a donation to the 
ministry. 
The Rev. James Lyles Sr. 

will host a meet-and-greet 
immediately following in the 
Family Center. 
The event is free to the public. 

Proceeds benefit the Youth 
10x’s Better Ministry.

•••••

Lower Swatara Fire 
Company dinner slated
 Lower Swatara Volunteer 

Fire Company, 1350 Fulling 
Mill Road, Middletown, is 
sponsoring a pork dinner start-
ing at 11 a.m.  Sunday, Feb. 
19, until it’s sold out. Eat-in 
or takeout is available.
 For more information, call 

717-939-1759 or 717-602-
3227.

•••••

Bingo at St. Ann’s to be 
held at 7 p.m. Fridays
Bingo at St. Ann’s, 5408 

Locust Lane, Harrisburg, will 
be held every Friday at 7 p.m. 
Weekly jackpots and monthly 

door prizes will be featured. 
Homemade food will also be 
available. Kitchen opens at 5 
p.m. Takeout is available.

ELKS
Continued From Page One

concerns that the coalition has sought 
to reject as unfounded. 
But since that point — roughly mid-

2015 — about all that has been heard 
publicly about the transfer petition has 
been the sound of crickets chirping in 
the night.
On Monday, Jan. 30, PDE spokes-

woman Nicole Reigelman emailed 
the following statement regarding 
the status of the transfer petition, in 
response to a request for comment 
from the Press And Journal:
“The Highspire petition is still being 

reviewed by the Department, and there 
is no timeline set for when a decision 
will be announced.
“Over the past several months the 

department has continued a thorough 
evaluation of the petition which has in-
cluded speaking with leaders from the 
districts, and reviews of academics and 
curriculum, assessment and growth, 
and capacity issues, like classroom 
space and technology. There is poten-
tial for an official site visit, however 
none has been scheduled at this time.
“The Department is focused in ensur-

ing a decision is made based on the 
educational merit of the petition and 
a decision that best serves students.”
The understanding from the law firm 

handling the case for the Highspire 
petitioners is that the petition is “pend-
ing,” said Brian Carter, a lawyer with 
the firm.
“We’re still at (the point) of PDE de-

termining if it has educational merit,” 
Carter said. “Everything was submit-
ted to PDE in March of 2015. In August 
of 2015 PDE asked for information 
regarding parental involvement in the 
schools. That was submitted by the 
end of August 2016.”

In 2016 lawyers for the Highspire 
Education Coalition filed papers as 
part of the county court petition saying 
that Sen. Mike Folmer had been told 
that a decision would come by about 
mid-summer of 2016.
That time has come and long gone. 

Folmer himself has not been able to 
get PDE to say when a decision will 
be made on the transfer request, Fred 
Sembach, Folmer’s chief of staff, told 
the Press And Journal on Feb. 6.
At the time — mid-summer 2016 

— Folmer had sent a letter to PDE 
suggesting that taking two years to 
make a decision had been long enough.
PDE responded with a briefing that 

basically amounted to saying “we 
are working on it,” Sembach said. 
Department officials added that the 
department could not say much more, 
even to Folmer, because of the matter 
being “in litigation,” referring to the 
county court petition, Sembach told 
the Press And Journal.
One other possible factor is that the 

number of students who would be 
transferred from Highspire to Middle-
town — 229 — would be among the 
most involved in any such transfer that 
has occurred in Pennsylvania in recent 
memory, Sembach said.
Carter also noted that PDE’s consid-

eration of a site visit is also relatively 
rare when it comes to such transfer 
requests, possibly also indicative of 
the size and scale of the petition before 
PDE compared to others that have 
come before the department.
Folmer respects that the process in-

volves another branch of government 
and, as such, Folmer is reluctant to 
interfere, Sembach added.
That being said, the expectation is that 

PDE will make a decision on the peti-
tion — eventually — Sembach said.

STUDENTS
Continued From Page One

move forward with a new round of 
testing. The letter will also include an 
assurance from the association that 
it will not contest results of the new 
round of testing, Curry said.

Unfilled positions
Regarding the full-time positions, 

borough council authorized adding 
one new full-time position to the 
MPD in the 2017 budget. In addition, 
the department has a new full-time 
vacancy with the retirement of De-
tective Richard Hiester in January.
In a separate meeting in late 2016 the 

commission approved an eligibility 
list to promote part-time Patrolman 
Adam Tankersley to the full-time 
position. However, no official action 
has been taken since then.
Curry cited several reasons for why 

the borough has not moved forward 
with filling the new position that 
council approved.
First, the priority for the department 

since Bey announced his resignation 
on Dec. 6 was to find a new interim 
chief to replace him, which was a 
very in-depth and time-consuming 
process, Curry said.
Now that Mouchette is on board, 

Curry wants to give the interim chief 
as a “fresh set of eyes” the opportunity 
to conduct his own evaluation of the 
department’s manpower needs.
Another significant factor is the 

borough’s ongoing exploration of 
entering into some kind of new joint 
policing arrangement. The explora-
tion is still in its early stages, and in-
volves the borough looking into either 
contracting with another municipality 
— most likely Lower Swatara Town-

ship — for the providing of police 
services, or forming some kind of 
new regional police force.
Adding a new full-time police of-

ficer with salary and benefits would 
add “complexity” to these ongoing 
discussions, the mayor said, adding 
“I will not do a deal” that does not 
provide protection to the officers cur-
rently employed by the MPD.
Given the ongoing discussions, 

Mouchette may choose to fill the 

full-time positions with part-time 
officers if it is necessary to fill “the 
void” until the borough determines 
what the long-term future of police 
services in the town will be, Curry 
said. That is among any number of op-
tions that Mouchette may ultimately 
recommend, the mayor added.
Regarding Hiester’s departure, 

Curry noted that Officer Gary Rux 
was recently promoted to detective 
to fill Hiester’s role.

POLICE
Continued From Page One

As part of Penn State Harrisburg’s 
School of Behavioral Sciences and 
Education’s Colloquium Series, Dr. 
Joel Spring, an education professor 
at Queens College and the Graduate 
Center in Queens, New York, will 
present “From Education and the Rise 
of the Corporate State To Education 
in the Trump Era” from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, in the Student 
Enrichment Center theater on campus.
Spring focuses on educational global-

ization policies, the politics of educa-
tion, and multicultural education. He 
is an enrolled member of the Choctaw 

Nation. His great-great-grandfather 
was the first principal chief of the 
Choctaw Nation in Indian Territory. 
His grandfather, Joel S. Spring, was 
a district chief during the time Indian 
Territory became Oklahoma.
Spring has published more than 20 

academic books on American and 
global school policies and has received 
numerous educational awards and 
lectureships.
For more information about the 

event, contact Dr. Hannah Spector at 
hms22@psu.edu. To attend this event, 
visit joelspringpsh.eventbrite.com. 

Middletown’s new interim police 
chief has received approval from 
a state agency to carry a police 
department firearm and have full 
powers of arrest.
George Mouchette told the Press 

And Journal on Friday Jan. 27, 
that he had been issued a number 
from the Municipal Police Of-
ficers’ Education and Training 
Commission certifying that he is 
fully qualified.
The number is preliminary, in the 

sense that the commission itself 
meets quarterly and cannot issue 
a permanent number until after 
its next meeting, Mouchette said. 
However, the preliminary number 
is good until the permanent number 
arrives, which Mouchette said he 
expects within the next few weeks.
A retired New York City police de-

tective, Mouchette was appointed 
interim chief and sworn in by 

Mayor James 
H. Curry III 
on Thursday, 
Jan. 5.
H o w e v e r , 

M o u c h e t t e 
first had to be 
hired by the 
borough be-
fore he could 
meet several 
of the requirements necessary to be 
certified, such as going through the 
Middletown Police Department’s 
firearms instruction course and 
qualifying on the range, Curry has 
pointed out.
Mouchette was appointed to 

lead the department following 
the resignation of former Chief 
John Bey, who left on Dec. 30 to 
accept a full-time position with the 
Pennsylvania Air National Guard.

 — Dan Miller

Interim chief can carry 
firearm, make arrests

Mouchette

If you have an opinion regarding 
whether the borough of Middletown 
should contract with another munici-
pality for police services, or whether 
the borough should become part of a 
new regional police force, borough 
council has set a public meeting for 
you to have your say Wednesday, 
Feb. 15.
The special meeting will start at 

6:30 p.m. in council chambers on 
the second floor of the Municipal 
Building.
Council President Ben Kapenstein 

and Mayor James H. Curry III have 
been holding meetings in recent 
months with representatives of Lower 
Swatara Township. 
Both officials have described the 

meetings as very general in nature; 
aimed at gauging the level of interest 
on the part of the two municipali-
ties regarding whether to pursue a 
regional force or some kind of con-
tractual arrangement.
Swatara Police Chief Jason Um-

berger also attended the most recent 
meeting on Jan. 12. Swatara now 

provides police services to next-door 
Paxtang Borough on a contracted-
out basis.
Since Swatara and Paxtang are 

already doing this, it is useful for 
officials in Middletown and Lower 
Swatara to hear from Umberger on the 
process involved in establishing and 
implementing a new joint policing ar-
rangement, Curry told the Press And 
Journal on Tuesday, Feb. 7. Umberger 
himself has not returned phone calls 
seeking comment.

 — Dan Miller

Police regionalization 
meeting set for Feb. 15

Expert to discuss education 
at Penn State Harrisburg

Dauphin County Commissioners Jeff 
Haste, Mike Pries and George P. Hart-
wick III are offering an interest-free 
grace period to all property owners 
with 2016 delinquent property taxes. 
“In some cases, property owners 

misplace their tax bills or mistakenly 
assume their mortgage company al-
ready paid their taxes,” said Hartwick, 
who over-
sees  the 
county Tax 
Claim Bu-
reau. “This 
i n t e r e s t -
free grace 
p e r i o d 
gives prop-
erty own-
ers another 
chance to 
pay their taxes.”
Approximately 11,000 first-class 

letters, which include a breakdown 
of taxes owed and costs for proper-
ties, will be mailed mid-February to 
property owners with unpaid 2016 real 
property taxes.
“By waiving the interest period, we 

increase collections and reduce our 
mailing costs,” said Haste. “This is 
another way that we keep revenues 
coming in and costs from going up.”  
Property owners must pay their taxes 

in full by March 31 to take advantage 
of the program.
“This program not only quickly 

resolves many of our claims, but it 
also helps taxpayers,” said Pries. “Our 
goal is to make the tax-paying process 
easier for those who are trying to pay 
their bills and get back on their feet.”
For more information about the 

interest-free grace period or delinquent 
property taxes, contact the county’s 
Tax Claim Bureau at 717-780-6125 
or visit www.DauphinCounty.org and 
enter “tax claim” in the search feature.

County 
offers grace 
period on 
property 
taxes

“This is another 
way that we 
keep revenues 
coming in and 
costs from going 
up.”

Commissioner Jeff Haste
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Enter 
In Store 
Now - 
Feb. 13

-
Plus 

5 
Weekly 
Winners

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk
KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 2/7/17 – 2/13/17

GROUND FRESH
DAILY EXTRA LEAN

CHOPPED STEAK

MUST BUY 10 LBS

299
lb.

SAVE $1 LB

WHOLE BONELESS
PORK LOINS

8LB AVG

SAVE $1 LB
159

lb.

FRESH NATURAL

BONE IN CHICKEN
BREASTS

$1lb.

MUST BUY 10 LB

SAVE 99¢ LB

KARNS HICKORY
SLICED SMOKED

BACON
399

lb.
SAVE $1 LB

SELTZERS ORIGINAL
LEBANON
BOLOGNA

499
lb.

SAVE $2 LB

21/25CT EZ PEEL EXTRA

WILD CAUGHT PINK
SHRIMP

SOLD IN 2LB
BAGS $13.98

699
lb.

SAVE $8

6CT THOMAS

ENGLISH MUFFINS

BUY 1 GET 2

FREE

2 FREE!
SAVE $898

FAMILY PACK
4.5LB ONCOR
DELUXE MACARONI
& CHEESE

499
ea.

SAVE $5

3LB SUNKIST
SMILES MANDARIN
ORANGES

399
ea.

SAVE $2

10LB IDAHO BAKING

POTATOES
349

ea.
SAVE $2.50

YOU’LL L    VE
THESE DEALS

Call (717) 533-8999Call ( 999

Be Our Valentine

1190 West Chocolate Avenue, Hummelstown • Dafnos.com
Monday - Saturday 11 am - 10 pm. Closed Sundays.

We are now accepting reservations for 
Friday, February 10th & Saturday, February 11th.

By Larry Etter
Press And Journal Staff

Setting their sights on a Mid-Penn 
Conference Capital Division cham-
pionship, the Middletown boys 
basketball team had the opportunity 
within reach. 
With key games against Trinity and 

Milton Hershey in front of them, the 
Blue Raiders needed to win one of the 
two to get a possible share of the title 
and both to claim the top honors. But 
the hard-working team could not pull 
off a victory in either contest.
They stand at 17-4 on the season, 9-3 

in conference play.  
On Tuesday at home, the Raiders 

played with heart and toughness but 
came up short in a 55-50 loss to the 
visiting Shamrocks. 
Just one night later, Middletown had 

to face host Milton Hershey while 
trying to register a much-needed vic-
tory. But, that, too, turned out to be a 
huge disappointment as the Spartans 
played a fantastic start-to-finish game 
and ran past the exhausted Raiders in 
a surprising 90-68 triumph. 
The Blue Raiders did manage to pick 

up their 17th win of the season on 
Friday at West Perry, but the pair of 
losses dropped the team out of the top 
spot in the District III power rankings. 
Heading into this week, the Raiders 

had one regular-season game remain-
ing, at Boiling Springs at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 7. Following the Mid-
Penn tournament, which the Raiders 
will not be part of, the Middletown 
team will likely start district play with 

a home contest on Monday, Feb. 20. 
They are 4th in the PIAA District III 
4A boys rankings. 

Trinity 55, Middletown 50
In the season’s first half, Trinity beat 

the Blue Raiders by 19 points. This 
time, the improved Middletown team 
was determined to not let that happen 
the second time around. 
After falling behind by 8 points at 

the end of the first quarter, the Raiders 
outscored the Shamrocks 10-4 in the 
second and trailed by just two points, 
22-20, at halftime. 
But in the third period Trinity ran 

up 20 points to Middletown’s 10 
and appeared to be on its way to an-
other dominating win. The Raiders, 
however, had other thoughts in mind 
heading into the final 8 minutes. Their 
efforts paid off as they picked away 
at Trinity’s lead and, with 2:43 left in 
the game, the Raiders had pulled to 
within five, 50-45. 
From that point on it was a dead heat 

and, despite the home team’s efforts, 
the visitors managed to hold the five-
point margin. 
Junior Ryan Hughes nearly carried his 

team to victory, scoring a career-high 
33 points, with 26 of them coming in 
the second half. But it just was not 
enough. Hughes’ basket with 1:06 
left in the second quarter ended the 
scoring in the first half and made it a 
two-point game at the break. 
Scoring for the Raiders in the first 

half was tough to come by as the team 
made just 9 of 23 shots from the floor. 
Fortunately the Middletown defense 

turned in a superb effort, limiting 
the Shamrocks to just 4 points in the 
second period. 

After Hughes scored to start the 
second half, the Shamrocks ran off 7 
straight points, 5 by Austin Gilbertson, 

to earn a 7-point lead. After the Raiders 
cut Trinity’s lead to just two points, 
32-30, on a pair of free throws by 

Hughes, Trinity closed out the period 
with a 10-point streak, including six 
by Jack Bucher, to jump up to a 42-30 
advantage to start the final frame. A 
12-8 scoring edge that included a pair 
of treys by Hughes and Chris Plummer 
in the first half of the fourth quarter 
made it an 8-point game. Hughes’ three 
point play cut the gap to five, 50-45, 
with 2:43 left. 
Another trey by Hughes off a Trinity 

turnover cut the spread to four, 53-49, 
with 37 seconds left, but the Sham-
rocks made two of four free throws 
in the final 20 seconds to turn back 
the Raider rally. 

Milton Hershey 90, 
Middletown 68

Despite the strain of having to play 
the Spartans of Milton Hershey on 
their home court just one day after 
the strenuous battle with Trinity, the 
Raiders played a good first half on 
Wednesday. But everything went the 
other way in the second half as the 
fatigued Middletown team simply 
could not keep up with the running 
Spartans. 
The 22-point loss was disheartening 

for coach Chris Sattele and his troops, 
who on Jan. 17 had claimed a 74-60 
victory over the visiting Spartans.
Five Middletown players scored 

double figures, but the accumulated 
points were just not enough to offset 

Raiders’ shot at division title slips away
PIAA DISTRICT III
4A boys rankings

(as of Feb. 6)
1. Lanc. Cath. 18-3-0 0.726047
2. Berks Cath. 15-4-0 0.705970
3. Bishop McD. 15-6-0  0.698285
4. Middletown 17-4-0 0.692429
5. Eastern York 14-6-0  0.644841

Middletown loses key Capital 
contests, look to district play

Photo by Don Graham

A career-high 33 points by Junior Ryan Hughes was not enough against Trinity on Tuesday, Jan. 31.

Please See RAIDERS, Page B3

The Middletown girls basketball 
team won three games last week, 
highlighted by a 32-point outburst by 
senior Bianca Jasper against Trinity on 
Tuesday, Jan. 31, and a big comeback 
vs. West Perry on Friday, Feb. 3.
The Blue Raiders defeated Trinity 

on the road, 65-56, then followed it 
up with a home win the next night 
vs. Milton Hershey, 50-46, and then 
Friday with a 36-33 win over West 
Perry at home.
They stand at 9-12 on the season, 5-7 

in the Mid-Penn Conference Capital 
Division, and they played host to 
Boiling Springs on Tuesday, Feb. 7.
At Trinity on Jan. 31, freshman 

Kate Fitzpatrick continued her stellar 
play, adding 18 points to Jasper’s 32 
(a career high, which included three 
3-pointers). Makaila Nester had 8 
points. 
The Blue Raiders held a modest 

lead after the first quarter, 10-7, and 
extended it to 24-16 at the half. The 
scoring really picked up in the third 
quarter, as Middletown nearly matched 
its point total of the entire first half, 
registering 20 points. However, Trin-
ity scored 17, meaning the Shamrocks 
still trailed by 11.
The home team outscored Middle-

town in the fourth quarter, 23-21, but 
it wasn’t nearly enough.
Trinity is now 4-15 overall, 2-9 in 

the division.
At home vs. Milton Hershey on 

Wednesday, Feb. 1, it was Fitzpatrick 
again who stood out, scoring 18 includ-
ing two 3-pointers in the win. Nester 
added 16, including 4 3-pointers. 
Jasper was held to 9 points.
Atiya McDonald had a standout game 

for Milton Hershey, with 28 points, 
but no other Spartan player scored in 
double digits. 
The Blue Raiders had a relatively 

comfortable lead at halftime, 27-20, 
but the Spartans outscored then 13-7 
in the third to cut the lead to a single 
point. Middletown managed a 16-13 

edge in the fourth to hold on for the win.
Milton Hershey is now 10-7 overall 

and 6-5 in the Capital Division.
Coming off a 9-point outing vs. 

Milton Hershey, the standout senior 
Jasper rebounded quite well vs. West 
Perry on Feb. 3 — which was Senior 
Night. She scored 19 points to lead 
all scorers. 
Fitzpatrick added 7 and Jocilyn 

Koser 5.
Jasper is the only senior on the team.

“It felt great to get the win that night,” 
Jasper said. “We really pulled through 
at the end to make a good night a 
great night.”
It was a scoring outburst in the final 

quarter that led to the win.
The Blue Raiders doubled their 

score in the fourth, scoring 18 points 
to overcome a 7-point deficit after 
three periods.
Middletown scored only 2 points in 

the second quarter and trailed 15-9 at 

halftime. West Perry managed a 10-9 
edge in the third quarter to increase 
the lead to 7 at 25-18. But an 18-8 
advantage in the fourth quarter led 
the Blue Raiders to victory.
“Knowing that my high school career 

is almost over is surreal. It just felt like 
not too long ago I was a freshman,” 
Jasper said. “I am glad that I was able 
to make an impact to the team and the 
community throughout the years of me 
being a Blue Raider.”

Middletown girls win three, sparked 
by two big performances by Jasper

Photos by Don Graham

Parents Maurice and Tonya Jasper flank senior standout Bianca Jasper on Senior Night vs. West Perry 
on Friday, Feb. 3.

There are four cousins on the Blue Raider varsity girls basketball team: 
Makaila Nester, Bianca Jasper, Morgan Noon and Jocilyn Koser. In the 
middle with them is Mia, part of the Little Dribblers program.
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436 EAST MAIN STREET •  MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057   •   717-944-1640
Monday – Friday 9am – 8pm  •   Saturday 9am – 5pm   •   Sunday – closed

www.MIDDLETOWNRX.com
FAMILY PHARMACY • HALLMARK CARD GIFT SHOP • LOCAL DELIVERY

“WHERE PERSONAL SERVICE COMES FIRST”

“Bananas 4 You” 
Monkey
$1795* (REG. $32.95) 
with each purchase of 
3 Hallmark cards 
Offer valid thru 2/14/17. While supplies last. 
Tax not included. *MIDDLETOWN LOCATION ONLY

“Love You So Munch” Koala
$795* (REG. $14.95) 
with each purchase of 
3 Hallmark cards  
Offer valid thru 2/14/17. While supplies last. 
Tax not included. *MIDDLETOWN LOCATION ONLY

“I Chews You” Dog
$795* (REG. $14.95) 
with each purchase of 
3 Hallmark cards  
Offer valid thru 2/14/17. While supplies last. 
Tax not included. *MIDDLETOWN LOCATION ONLY

“Love to the MAX” 
Pup
$1795* (REG. $32.95) 
with each purchase of 
3 Hallmark cards 
Offer valid thru 2/14/17. While supplies last. 
Tax not included. *MIDDLETOWN LOCATION ONLY

NEW
    Spring Items
Arriving Weekly!

Presbyterian Congregation of 
Middletown & Seven Sorrows 

Local Church Easter Eggs

$1
EACH

Middletown Location:
436 EAST MAIN STREET (MIDTOWN PLAZA)

(717) 944-1640
Steelton Location:

15 NORTH FRONT STREET
(717) 985-1300

Mon. - Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.

We Are Your Exclusive Gift Shops 
for Middletown & Steelton!

Your Valentine’s 
Headquarters!

Photo by Don Graham

The Middletown Area Middle School girls basketball team is 6-10 on the season. Front row, Quinn 
Dworchack, Abby Grimland, Taya Scott, Leonyae Lake, Serena Gurm and Marley Fox. Second row, 
Amanda Lee, Alyse Ulrich, Tiana Noon, Ayanna Reeves and Emma Lovell. Third row, coaches Kris 
Myers, Mark Vottero and Jen Houser.

the 90 that the Spartans put up. Milton 
Hershey’s big man Chris Sampson, 
who was a non-factor in the first 
matchup, turned in a career night by 
leading his team with 27 points and 
a ton of rebounds. The Spartans also 
had four other players put up double 
digit points in the win. 
The Blue Raiders got off to a good 

start by scoring the game’s first 8 
points. Tre Leach, Hughes and Luke 
Mrakovich teamed for that early run. 
After the Spartans picked up their first 
points Tyreer Mills drained a triple to 
give the Raiders an 11-2 lead. But the 
Spartans outpointed the Raiders 17-8 
during the following five minutes of 
the first quarter, tying the score at 
19-19 with 50 seconds left. Leach’s 
turnaround jumper off an offensive 
rebound at the buzzer gave the Raiders 
a 21-19 edge. 
The two teams battled evenly through 

the second quarter and the Spartans 
ended up with a slight scoring edge 
in the frame on their way to a 43-38 
halftime lead. Sampson, with 6 points 
coming from the foul line, scored 10 
of his total in the frame while Leach 
collected 8 of his 14 to lead the Middle-
town scoring. 
The deep, talented and athletic Spar-

tans came out running in the second 
half and scored the first 6 points of 
the third quarter to expand their lead 
to 49-38. From that point on the tiring 
Blue Raiders could not keep up. 
Although a late six-point run by Mra-

kovich, Plummer and Michael Mattes 
cut Milton Hershey’s lead to 62-56 
in the final minute of the third, the 
Spartans scored twice to earn a 66-56 
lead heading into the fourth quarter. 
From that point on it was a Milton 

Hershey offensive and defensive show. 
The Raiders made just 4 of 14 shots 
from the floor, getting no second looks 
as the Spartans controlled the boards, 
and suffered a handful of turnovers 
in the last 8 minutes. Milton Hershey 
rang up 24 points in the span while 
holding the Raiders to 12 and cruised 
to the win. 

Middletown 66,  
West Perry 46

Following those two grueling games, 
the Blue Raiders needed a break and 
pretty much figured they had one 
coming with a road trip to West Perry. 
The Mustangs, with just 7 wins to 

their credit, were blitzed by the Raiders 
61-35 on Jan. 10, and the Middletown 
squad was, perhaps, expecting an easy 
victory. But the Perry County team 
had other ideas. 
Getting off to a good start against 

the out-of-focus Middletown squad 
the Mustangs held a surprising 19-13 
lead at the end of the first quarter and 
a 26-21 edge at halftime. That had the 
Middletown fans a bit nervous. 
But that all changed after the break. 

Whatever words of wisdom and direc-
tion Sattele gave to his team at half-
time paid dividends and the Raiders 
responded appropriately in the second 
half. The results were a dominating 
performance and an eventual 20-point 
victory. 
Nick Lavenberg and Matt Chiccini 

teamed for 13 points in the first quarter 
to lead the Mustangs to the surprising 
advantage. By taking off-balance shots 
and turning the ball over four times in 
the opening frame, the Middletown 
offense suffered. The defense was 
not that sharp either and West Perry 
took advantage by earning the 19-13 
lead. Things did not change much 
in the second stanza, either, and the 
Middletown shooters made just 3 of 
12 shots in the frame. The Raiders 
did manage to trim one point off West 

Perry’s lead but trailed by a 26-21 
count at intermission. 
The momentum of the game quickly 

changed at the start of the second half. 
Hughes led off with a Leach-assisted 
bucket just 20 seconds in and, follow-
ing a West Perry goal by Chantz Baum, 
Mrakovich hit a jumper. Hughes made 
one of two foul shots at 6:35 and Mills 
converted a Leach steal into the tying 
points just 7 seconds later. Following 
a score by Baum, another steal by 
Leach led to a tying goal by Plummer. 
At 4:16 Chiccini’s follow gave West 
Perry what turned out to be their final 
lead of the game. 
Mrakovich, Plummer and Hughes 

made three straight goals for a 36-32 
Middletown lead and the Raiders fin-

ished up the final three minutes with a 
12-2 run that lifted the Blue Raiders to 
a 48-36 lead to start the fourth quarter. 
In the run, Plummer scored 8 of 

his game-high 24 points and Mills 
put back a miss following a steal by 
Hughes. Plummer hit another triple 
with 6:50 left in the game to push the 
Middletown lead to 51-37 and added 
his fourth of the game three minutes 
later to kick off an 8-0 run that put the 
game out of reach at 63-44. A pair of 
blocked shots by Mattes helped key 
the streak. 
Kyle Truesdale made one of two free 

throws with 28 seconds left and then 
closed out the victory with a layup 
with one second off a late steal by 
David Alcock.  

Photos by Don Graham

Luke Mrakovich comes up the middle vs. Trinity.

RAIDERS
Continued From Page B1

Chris Plummer shows his concentration before putting in a foul shot 
vs. Trinity.

In junior varsity action vs Trinity, David Alcock puts in a layup.

The Lower Dauphin girls basketball 
team won three more games last week 
to extend their streak to six.
The Falcons won 28-13 at Mechan-

icsburg on Tuesday, Jan. 31, then beat 
Palmyra at home on Friday, Feb. 3, 
before traveling to Fleetwood for a 
45-23 win on Saturday, Feb. 4.
They wrapped up the season at 16-6 

overall and 11-3 in the Mid-Penn 

Conference Keystone Division, in 
a second-place tie with Cedar Cliff 
one game behind Bishop McDevitt.
In a low-scoring game that seems 

to suit Lower Dauphin, they held 
Mechanicsburg to 3 points in the 
first half.
Amber Schweiger scored 10 and 

McKenna Lennox had 7. Grace Day 
added 5. Only four players scored for 

Mechanicsburg, with none register-
ing more than 5 points.
Against Palmyra, Paulina Malinen 

poured in 21 points, including three 
3-pointers, to lead the way. Lennox 
added 10 and Day 7.
Schweiger scored 16 vs. Fleetwood 

and Malinen added 11. The Falcons 
jumped out to a 14-4 lead after the 
first quarter and never looked back.

LD girls extend winning streak to six games

The Lower Dauphin boys basketball 
team dropped a pair of games before 
closing out the season with a win vs. 
Dallastown.
They finished at 11-9 on the season 

and 7-7 in the Mid-Penn Conference 
Keystone Division.
In a 58-51 home loss to Mechanics-

burg on Tuesday, Jan. 31, the Falcons 
couldn’t hold a fourth-quarter lead, 
getting outscored 23-13 in that period 

to lose by 7.
Brady Wilson and Will Bowen each 

had 14 for Lower Dauphin, while 
Ryan Becher scored 9.
On the road at Palmyra on Friday, 

Feb. 3, the Falcons lost 52-41 as the 
home team pulled away in the fourth 
quarter, outscoring the visitors 19-12 
on the Cougars’ Senior Night.
Three players scored in double 

figures for Lower Dauphin — Josh 

Saufley had 11 and Bowen and Wilson 
each scored 10.
The fourth quarter finally went the 

Falcons’ way in their Saturday, Feb. 
4 home win vs. Dallastown.
Tied at 48 after three quarters, Lower 

Dauphin outscored the visitors 19-11 
to post a 67-59 win.
Wilson had 17, Bowen 15, Becher 

15 and Brian Swist 10 for Lower 
Dauphin.

Falcon boys wrap up season with a victory

Highlighting the middle school 
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3444 Round Top Rd., Elizabethtown

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES

•Tree & Shrubbery Pruning•Tree & Stump Removal
•Fertilization •Cabling

TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial
State Licensed Applicator

 FULLY INSURED
YEAR ’ROUND

24 Hr. Storm Damage Response

533-4458 • 367-3724 

Daniel L. Musser, 
Certifi ed Arborist

Hershey

MEMBER

NATIONAL ARBORIST 
ASSOCIATION

MOLD, MOLD, MILDEW & WATER LEAKAGE IN YOUR BASEMENT
CAUSES HEALTH AND FOUNDATION DAMAGE.

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO FIX THE PROBLEM?
WE WILL GIVE YOU A FREE EVALUATION, ESTIMATE & A FAIR PRICE.

CALL NOW AND RECEIVE 20% DISCOUNT WITH YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
OVER THOUSANDS OF BASEMENTS REPAIRED IN THIS AREA.

CALL (800) 420-7783 FOR 20% OFF!!!

DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Mon., Thurs., Fri. 6-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

Corner Main & Spruce Sts., Middletown
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM-6 PM

SERVICE STATION 
944-4407

TOWING & SERVICE
We won’t let 

you stranded!

ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service

Corner of Main & Catherine Sts. • Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

Keeping You 
Rolling Along

We Sell New & Used Tires

Penn State Harrisburg, led by fifth-
year head coach Ryan Bown, will look 
to build upon last season’s 19-32 (9-9 
CAC) record and 6th-place conference 
finish as the 2017 Capital Athletic 
Conference season gets underway.
It will likely feature another tight 

race for the conference crown, as evi-
denced by four CAC teams receiving 
first-place votes in a preseason vote 
among the conference head coaches. 
Salisbury, Frostburg State, Mary-

mount, and Christopher Newport each 
received at least one first-place vote 
in the 2017 CAC Baseball Preseason 
Poll.
Defending-champion Salisbury was 

chosen as the preseason favorite with 
six first-place votes and 77 points. 
Frostburg State (69 points, one first-
place vote) edged out Marymount (68 
points, two first-place votes) by one 
point for second place, while CNU 
also garnered a first-place vote and 
landed fourth in the preseason poll 
with 61 points.
Mary Washington (41 points) and 

Penn State Harrisburg (39 points) 
completed the top six in the preseason 
poll. Wesley was slightly behind Penn 
State Harrisburg in seventh with 37 
points, followed by York (29 points), 
St. Mary's (16 points) and Southern 
Virginia (13 points).
Salisbury is ranked in both the 

D3baseball.com and Collegiate Base-
ball Newspaper preseason national 
polls. 
The Sea Gulls are No. 24 in the 

D3baseball.com poll and No. 30 in the 
Collegiate Baseball Newspaper poll. 
Frostburg State is receiving votes in 
both polls, while CNU is also receiving 
votes from D3baseball.com
For the second straight year, both 

Salisbury and Frostburg State repre-
sented the CAC in NCAA Baseball 
Tournament last spring. 
Salisbury earned the CAC's automatic 

bid for the 13th time in program his-
tory with a victory over Frostburg 
State in the CAC championship, 
while the Bobcats secured an at-large 
NCAA bid.
The 2017 season kicks off in early 

February, with Southern Virginia 
slated to open things up on Feb. 3. 
The majority of CAC teams begin 
non-conference play in mid-February, 
with the CAC regular season starting 
on March 11. 
The six-team CAC Tournament is 

set for April 18 and 20-22, with the 
champion earning the conference's au-
tomatic bid to the NCAA Tournament.
Penn State Harrisburg’s rotation 

will be anchored by returning juniors 
Mark Artley and Bobby Patterson, 
who combined for 11 of the teams' 
wins in 2016. 
Tom Denniston returns for his senior 

season as one of the club's more ex-
perienced leaders. He's likely to split 
his talents behind the plate and in the 
outfield. 
Also, look for sophomore Scott Ang-

stadt Jr. to try and pick up where he 
left off last year, when he finished with 

a team-leading .341 batting average. 
The Lions’ first game is scheduled for 

Saturday, Feb. 18, when they travel 
to Lynchburg to take on the Hornets. 
Their home opener is scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 1, vs. Messiah.
York enters the season healthy as 

they look to get back into the CAC 
Tournament after missing out on the 
tournament the last two years. 
Head coach Mike Scappa welcomes 

back a strong core of position play-
ers while the pitching staff looks to 
be healthy after suffering a number 
of injuries that hampered production 
in 2016. 

Back to front the rotation is 2014 CAC 
Rookie of the Year Elliot Mortimer 
as he will be the Spartans' top starter. 
Senior Randy Frankenfield and junior 
Joel Kenney give York a solid top three 
in the rotation. 
A number of sophomores give York 

unprecedented pitching depth. The ev-
eryday lineup features seniors Logan 
Countryman and Mike Moore as they 
will both be Spartan captains. 
Juniors Collin Crowell and Zach 

Hossler will hold down the middle 
of the infield while other returning 
starters include Seth Brosius and 
Christian Bilan.

Penn State Harrisburg sophomore Ashley Williams 
and Salisbury senior Meghan McGowan were named 
the CAC Women's Track & Field Athletes of the 

Week for Jan. 31.   
Williams recorded the eighth-best time in the na-

tion in the 60-meter hurdles at the Bison Open at 

Bucknell. She finished third in the event and tops 
among Division III competitors at 9.06 seconds. 
Her time ranks atop the CAC this season. 

FEBRUARY
Sat. 18  at Lynchburg noon
   at Lynchburg 3 p.m. 
Sun. 19  at Hampden-Sydney noon 
   at Hampden-Sydney 3 p.m. 
Sat. 25  at East. Mennonite noon 
  at East. Mennonite 3 p.m. 
Sun. 26  at Roanoke 1 p.m. 
 

MARCH
Wed. 1  Messiah 3 p.m. 
Thu. 2  Dickinson 3 p.m. 
Sat. 4  at Wash. and Lee noon 

   at Wash. and Lee 2:30 p.m. 
Sun. 5  at Averett noon 
  at Averett 3 p.m. 
Mon. 6  at Averett 1 p.m. 
Wed. 8  at Wesley 3:30 p.m. 
Thu. 9  at Washington College 3 p.m. 
Sat. 11  Mary Washington * noon 
  Mary Washington * 3 p.m. 
Wed. 15  at M’mount (Va.) * 11:45 a.m. 
Thu. 16  Penn St.-Berks 3:45 p.m. 
Sat. 18  St. Mary's (Md.) * noon 
  St. Mary's (Md.) * 2:30 p.m. 
Tue. 21  at Albright 3:30 p.m. 

Wed. 22  York (Pa.) * 3:45 p.m. 
Sat. 25  at Frostburg St. noon 
  at Frostburg St. * 3 p.m. 
Wed. 29  Marymount (Va.) * 3:30 p.m. 
 

APRIL
Sat. 1  at Southern Virginia * noon 
  at Southern Virginia * 3 p.m. 
Tue. 4  Elizabethtown 3:30 p.m. 
Wed. 5  Wesley 3:30 p.m. 
Sat. 8 (Senior Day)
  Salisbury * noon 
  Salisbury * 2:30 p.m. 

Sun. 9  at Lebanon Valley 1 p.m. 
Wed. 12  at York (Pa.) * 3:45 PM 
Fri. 14  at Gallaudet 3:30 p.m. 
Sat. 15  at Chris. Newport noon 
  at Chris. Newport 3 p.m. 
Tue. 18  TBA, CAC Tournament
Thu. 20  TBA, CAC Tournament
Fri. 21  TBA, CAC Tournament
Sat. 22  TBA, CAC Tournament
Tue. 25  at Stevenson 3:30 p.m. 
Wed. 26  at Juniata 4 p.m.

* Conference game

Penn State Harrisburg baseball 
team 6th in CAC preseason poll

Contributed photo

Junior Mark Artley will play a key role in Penn State Harrisburg’s pitching rotation.

Penn State Harrisburg schedule

Faculty members from Lower Dau-
phin High School and Hershey High 
School will face off on the hardwood 
on Wednesday, Feb. 15, to raise 
money for the Four Diamonds Fund.
Dubbed the second annual Dunkin’ 

for Diamonds, the event will he 
hosted by Lower Dauphin at 7 p.m. 
Admission is $5. All proceeds will 

benefit the Mini-THON efforts at the 
two schools.
At last year’s 

inaugural game 
1,104 t ickets 
were sold. When com-
bined with concessions 
and other fundraising, 
it brought in $5,569.56 
for the Four Diamonds 
Fund.
Playing for Lower Dau-

phin will be Aaron Bray, 
Steff Chortanoff, Kevin 
Deibler, Clint Fackler, Justin Hanula, 
Rob Klock, Greg Kratzer, Wade 
Kurzinger, Dave Machamer, Matt 
O'Donnell, Scott Payonk, Chad Pell-
man and Brandon Swords. They will 
represent “Team Meghan” in honor 
of high school senior Meghan John-

son, who is battling cancer.
Representing Hershey will be Pete 

Steelman, Erik Barber, Steve New-
ell, Mike Gustantino, Mark Painter,  
Brian Ferry, Jeff Mackneer, Brendan 
Hensel, Rob Sterner, Dr. Matt Kirby 
and John Walizer.
High school Mini-THONs are mod-

eled after Penn State’s THON, just on 
a smaller scale. Last year, 188 Mini-

THONs raised 
more than $4.3 
million for Four 
Diamonds. 

Four Diamonds Fund 
supports families of 
patients at Penn State 
Children’s Hospital fi-
nancially and emotion-
ally. 
Since its creation in 

1972, Four Diamonds 
has helped more than 

3,400 children and families and 
supported pediatric cancer research 
at Penn State Hershey Children's 
Hospital.
Lower Dauphin’s Mini-THON will 

be March 17-18. Hershey’s Mini-
THON will be March 31-April 1.

LD, Hershey faculty 
to square off in hoops 
to aid Mini-THON

The Penn State Harrisburg men’s 
basketball team earned its sixth Capital 
Athletic Conference win vs. Frostburg 
State on Wednesday, Feb. 1, before 
falling on the road at Southern Virginia 
on Saturday, Feb. 4.
The Lions are 9-12 overall and 6-8 

in the CAC. They play at Salisbury 
on Wednesday, Feb. 8, they travel to 
Mary Washington on Saturday, Feb. 
11, before playing host to Wesley on 
Wednesday, Feb. 15.
The Lions continue to fight to make 

the six-team CAC playoff. They are 
tied for sixth with Mary Washington. 
Christopher Newport and Salisbury 
are the only two teams who have 
guaranteed a playoff position, and 
both are nationally ranked. 
In the 56-53 home win vs. the 

Frostburg State Bobcats, Penn State 
Harrisburg led only in the first and 

last minute of the game.         
Frostburg State started the game 

strong with an opening 14-4 run in 
the first 10 minutes.  Senior captain 
Jazmon Harris then scored five straight 
to help get the Lions on track and Har-
risburg was able to bring the deficit to 
30-25 by halftime.
Penn State scored the first two points 

again to start the second. In similar 
fashion to the first half, however, they 
found themselves down by 10 with 
12:49 to go in the game. 
The Bobcats had two looks from deep 

in their final possession, but couldn’t 
convert.
Harris led the team with 24 points by 

going 9-19 from the field and a perfect 
5-5 from the free throw line. Edwin 
Cole led the Bobcats with 21 points 
and 13 rebounds. 
Gbolahan Alliyu continued to excel 

on the defensive end. He led the team 
with 15 rebounds and 8 blocks. Mar-
quese Daniels scored 9 points. Khalil 
White scored 13 for Penn State Har-
risburg, Nelson Jones had 9 rebounds 
off the bench.
On the road in Buena Vista, Virginia, 

Harris led Penn State Harrisburg with 
17 points, but the Lions were unable to 
get past the Southern Virginia Knights, 
falling 88-76.
Harris started the scoring for Penn 

State Harrisburg with a 3-pointer just 
46 seconds into the contest.
Southern Virginia shot 59 percent on 

field goals and 75 percent from beyond 
the arc in the first half. The Lions 
finished the first half scoring only 
eight of their 27 field goal attempts 
(29.6 percent), while going 2-for-9 
(22.2 percent) from 3-point range. The 
Knights led 42-27 at halftime.

Penn State Harrisburg was able to 
cut into the Knights’ 15-point halftime 
lead. The 7-0 run to begin the second 
half was led by Marquise Daniels.
The closest the team was able to get 

was when Harris drained a 3-pointer 
with 12:38 to go in the game, mak-
ing it 52-48. But Southern Virginia 
regained steam with a 10-1 run over 
the following two minutes.
Penn State Harrisburg was hit with 

five technical fouls in the contest, four 
of which came at crucial times in the 
second half. The technical fouls turned 
in to 10 points and loss of possessions. 
An outburst by Harris earned him an 
ejection with 4:14 to play.
Ibn-Haneef Nelson added 14 for Penn 

State. John Ukpaiama had 10 points 
and 9 rebounds off the bench. Alliyu 
had 7 points, 7 rebounds and 3 blocks 
as well as 3 steals.

PSU Harrisburg men split, remain in CAC playoff hunt

Lion women pick up 5th win of season vs. Southern Va.
The Penn State Harrisburg women’s 

basketball team split a pair of games 
last week, losing at home to Frostburg 
State but picking up a huge road win 
at Southern Virginia.
They are 5-16 overall and 3-11 in the 

Capital Athletic Conference.
In the 66-51 loss to Frostburg State 

on Wednesday, Feb. 1, the visitors 
came out strong in the first quarter, 
holding the Lions to only 11 points 
while scoring 22 of their own. In the 
second quarter, the visitors led 29-11 
before Kaitlyn Carmo and Shanique 
Mattis worked together to get the Lions 
back on track with 5 straight points of 
their own.
Penn State Harrisburg finished out 

the second quarter with a 9-3 run to 
cut Frostburg’s lead to 39-27 at the 
half. Madison Hemler sank her first 

3-pointer of the season as four Lady 
Lions combined for four straight 
buckets.
The Lions dominated the third quarter 

offensively while also playing strong 
defense as Frostburg was only able 
to score 8 points. Precious Shirk and 
Mattis each sank a 3-pointer with less 
than three to go in the third to trail 
Frostburg by only 8 points heading into 
the final quarter. Frostburg, however, 
cruised to its seventh conference win 
of the year in the fourth quarter by 
outscoring Harrisburg 19-12.
Jada Pettis led for the Blue and White 

with 11 points and 7 rebounds. Mattis 
was close behind with 10 points while 
Kaitlyn Carmo added 7 rebounds and 
4 points.
In Buena Vista, Virginia, on Saturday, 

Feb. 4, the Lions cruised past Southern 

Virginia. Carmo led the way with 26 
points, 9 rebounds and 1 block. Mattis 
finished the day with a double-double 
at 18 points and 11 rebounds along 
with 5 steals.
Penn State Harrisburg outscored 

the home team 28-12 in the fourth 
quarter to seal the win, 89-69. Mattis 
and Carmo combined for 21 of the 28 
points in the fourth quarter.
The Lions trailed at the end of the first 

quarter, 21-17, before pulling ahead in 
the second to lead at the half, 39-37. 
At the beginning of the second quarter, 
the home team opened things up with a 
7-0 run before the Lions took control. 
They responded with their own 14-0 
run to take the lead for the first time 
in the game.
Aireo Payne and Carmo combined 

for 12 points to put Harrisburg on top 

by one before Madison Hemler sank a 
3-pointer to extend the Lions second-
quarter lead. SVU responded with their 
own three to cut Harrisburg’s lead to 
two, 39-37, at halftime.
Carmo scored her third three of the 

day at the start of the second half to 
put Harrisburg on track to keep their 
lead. But then Southern Virginia 
scored back-to-back three-pointers to 
take back the lead. With less then one 
minute to go in the third quarter, Katie 
Humphrey sank two straight 3-point-
ers to put Harrisburg on top 61-52.
Payne added 14 points, 2 rebounds 

and 1 assist for Penn State.
The team will play at Salisbury on 

Wednesday, Feb. 8, then travel to 
Mary Washington on Saturday, Feb. 
11, before returning home to play host 
to Wesley on Wednesday, Feb. 15.

Penn State track and field star is CAC Athlete of the Week
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Sometimes it’s hard to figure out why anyone would want to be an elected of-
ficial nowadays, especially at the lowest rungs of the ladder such as in boroughs 
and townships.
Those local offices are where the fights get personal, and the grudges can re-

main for years, even among friends and neighbors. The pay is inconsequential. 
The hours can be long. Those who are elected give up hobbies, or evenings 
they could spend relaxing, to take part in what often can be a slow and tedious 
governmental process.
They can take criticism now not only at meetings but through the wonders of 

social media, where actions often take a backseat to perceptions or “alternative 
facts.”
With all that being said, we are always heartened by the fact that people take 

on these roles, to put themselves on the ballot, to raise their hand to serve us. 
Because, in the end, they no doubt make a difference. 
With 2017 being a municipal election year (yes, the governor’s race isn’t until 

2018, even though it already seems to be underway), that means Middletown 
Borough Council will have four seats up for grabs. The mayor’s seat, held by 
James H. Curry III, also will be on the ballot. He is wrapping up his first four-
year term, but he told the Press And Journal recently he is unsure if he will run 
for that seat again.
For council, three of the four members whose seats are up this year are running 

for re-election, including incumbent President Ben Kapenstein. Dawn Knull 
and Ian Reddinger also plan to run, but Anne Einhorn is not. So come January 
2018, there will be one new face on the seven-member council regardless of 
how the incumbents fare.
While we wish Einhorn all the best, we are happy to see that Kapenstein, Knull 

and Reddinger are running again. That’s not an endorsement of their candida-
cies, but rather a sense of security knowing that if no one else steps forward, 
that there will be some continuity on the council next year.
But we also would love to see more of you become candidates for elective of-

fice. There are challenges facing the community that need great ideas to solve. 
The more people who come forth, the better off we are. Ideas lead to actions, 
and eventually to solutions.
Even if you choose not to run for office, set aside some time occasionally to 

attend a borough council meeting or your township board gatherings. Too often, 
it’s the same cast that shows up in Middletown’s borough hall for meetings. 
Have you ever been in the council chambers? Or attended a township board 
meeting? Why not?
We have busy lives. But the actions of these local officials — local people, your 

friends and neighbors, not career politicians — affect those busy lives, often 
more than the actions of our president.
“All politics is local.” It’s a phrase popularized by former Speaker of the U.S. 

House Thomas P. “Tip” O’Neill. In many ways it is very accurate.
We will keep you updated on the races coming up in 2017. Even if you don’t 

choose to run, get involved. Stay informed. Speak up. Take action.

We can improve our community 
through just some little things

SUSANNAHGAL

DAVIDATKINSON

President
Donald Trump, The White House, 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111 or 
202-456-1414. www.whitehouse.gov. 
U.S. Senate
Sen. Pat Toomey, 248 Russell Senate 

Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
20510, 202-224-4254. www.toomey.
senate.gov.
Sen. Bob Casey, 393 Russell Senate 

Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
20510, 202- 224-6324 or 866-802-
2833. www.casey.senate.gov.
U.S. House
Rep. Lou Barletta, 115 Cannon 

HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202-
225-6511 or 855-241-5144. barletta.
house.gov.
Rep. Charlie Dent, 2211 Rayburn 

House Office Building, Washington, 
D.C. 20515, 202-225-6411. dent.
house.gov.
Governor
Gov. Tom Wolf, 508 Main Capitol 

Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120. 717-
787-2500. www.governor.pa.gov.
State Legislature
Rep. Tom Mehaffie, district office, 250 

W. Chocolate Ave., Suite 2, Hershey, PA 
17033. 717-534-1323. tmehaffie@pa-
housegop.com. www.repmehaffie.com.
Rep. David S. Hickernell, 43A East 

Wing, P.O. Box 202098, Harrisburg, 

PA 17120-2098. 717-783-2076. dhick-
ern@pahousegop.com.
Sen. Mike Folmer, Senate Box 

203048, Harrisburg, PA 17120-3048. 
Room: 337 Main Capitol. 717-787-
5708 or 877-222-1897. 
Middletown Borough
Mayor James H. Curry III, 463 N. 

Union St. Middletown, PA 17057. 610-
533-4751. jameshcurryiii@gmail.com.
Council President Benjamin Kapen-

stein, Second Ward. 717-512-2506.
Council Vice President Damon Suglia, 

717-979-9457.
Robert Reid, 717-944-4764.
Dawn Knull, 717-497-1302. 
Anne Einhorn, 717-512-6468.
Ian Reddinger, Second Ward.
Diana McGlone, 717-329-8102.

Dauphin County commissioners
Jeff Haste, chairman, Mike Pries, vice 

chairman,  George P. Hartwick, III, sec-
retary. Dauphin County Administration 
Building, 2 S, Second St., 4th Floor, 
Harrisburg, PA  17101. 717-780-6300.
Dauphin County sheriff
Nicholas Chimienti Jr., Dauphin 

County Courthouse, 1st Floor, Room 
104, 101 Market St., Harrisburg, PA 
17101. 717-780-6590.
Dauphin County district attorney
Ed Marsico, Dauphin County Court-

house, 2nd Floor, 101 Market St., 
Harrisburg, PA 17101. 717-780-6767.

Much has been written 
about the vengeful misdeeds 
that marred and ultimately 
short-circuited the tenure of 
former state Attorney General 
Kathleen Kane. For everyone 
appalled at her self-inflicted 
fall, it may be hard to believe 
another damaging blow to 
the public interest was delivered after Kane 
departed office.
This year marks the 30th anniversary of 

the implementation of Pennsylvania’s mod-
ern Sunshine Law. This open meeting law 
guarantees citizens the right to attend and 
participate in the multitude of meetings held 
by the thousands of state and local govern-
ment entities. Unlike many laws, Sunshine 
is written in plain English, in hope citizens 
and officials have a common understanding 
of what is allowable and what is not. January 
could have been occasion for celebrating and 
for renewing efforts to further strengthen this 
fundamental pillar of open and accountable 
government.
Unfortunately, the corks are staying in the 

champagne bottles. Unaccompanied by pub-
lic explanation, a December determination 
by the attorney general’s office has severely 
undermined the compliance and enforcement 
aspects of Sunshine.
In late January 2016, the Manheim Town-

ship school board (Lancaster County) met 
in executive session. The purpose was to 
plot avoiding public discussion of hiring a 
superintendent search firm. How do we know, 
since this board typically does not bother to 
offer justification for their frequent executive 
sessions, an acknowledged violation of law? 
Well, someone dismayed by the subterfuge 
leaked an incriminating audio recording, 
confirming public suspicions of misuse of 
executive sessions.
District residents were furious. Media cov-

erage turned up the heat. The county district 
attorney dutifully began investigating, but after 
four months forwarded the matter to the state 
attorney general. Months later, word came 
back — no charges. The unreleased letter was 
characterized as deciding there was no inten-
tional violation because the board consulted 
their solicitor. Uh, right, the paid counselor 
who provided the script the board president 
used to dodge public disclosure.
This seems contrary to logic, common sense, 

and understanding of what the Sunshine Law 
says and means. How does mapping out steps 
for evading the requirements for public delib-
erations get written off as unintentional? Why 
does seeking legal guidance for sidestepping 
the public interest get rewarded with an im-
munity card?
In the 1960s, professor and humorist Tom 

Lehrer spoofed liberal church trends in the 
song “Vatican Rag.” One line says: “Do what-
ever steps you want if, you have cleared it with 
the pontiff ... .” Here, the attorney general’s 
decision essentially signals decisionmakers: 
“In secret you can duck and bob and weave, 

as long as your solicitor gives you leave.”
Several years before, the General Assembly 

finally approved a measure increasing the 
penalties for intentional violations of the 
Sunshine Law. 
This came in response to another Lancaster 

County situation, an egregious multi-month 
violation by county commissioners. Prosecu-
tors had long complained it was not worthwhile 
pursuing Sunshine complaints, given the 
minimal penalties. Increased penalties would 
improve the deterrent value of the law, if the 
prospect of enforcement proved real. Now 
the attorney general’s office has essentially 
nullified the value of that action, by making 
it nearly impossible to establish intent.
In the NBA, when officials swallow their 

whistles, the lament is: “No harm, no foul.” 
But there is documentable damage in shoving 
Sunshine aside, so the sad situation becomes: 
“Public harm, but no official foul.”
The problem is apparent. Without effective 

enforcement of the law, it does not matter how 
much thought and effort state legislators pour 
into tightening definitions or strengthening 
penalties. Because it will be just words on 
paper that officials and solicitors can play 
cat-and-mouse with.
It is true that in this age of the opioid crisis, 

terrorist acts and deadly shooting incidents, 
law enforcement is being pressed from many 
serious directions. Yet, in the midst of the 
community carnage and mayhem, the focus 
on public integrity has not been lost, as the 
parade of public corruption cases underscores. 
But cloud over Sunshine, and the likelihood 
of improper or illegal official action increases.
There is an intriguing potential solution for 

this confounding problem, one floated many 
years ago, unsuccessfully. Make solicitors 
equally culpable with board members when 
their advice provides a roadmap for violating 
Sunshine requirements. If errant legal advice 
results in penalties in other areas, why not in 
this foundational good government arena?
And there is another rectifying possibility. A 

new state attorney general has been sworn in, 
pledged to restoring integrity and reputation to 
the office. Start here. Repudiate this affront to 
accessible and responsible governance. Send 
the message that open government still mat-
ters. Stuff the evil genie of secret shenanigans 
back in the bottle. And reinforce that rehearsed 
ways to dodge open government requirements 
are neither unintentional nor well-intentioned. 
They are illegal, and will be prosecuted when 
warranted. Chalk up a big win for the public 
interest, worthy of celebration.

David A. Atkinson is an associate staff 
member of The Susquehanna Valley Center, 
a nonpartisan, nonprofit think tank in central 
Pennsylvania. The writer is not an attorney, but 
as an aide to former Sen. Robert C. Jubelirer 
was involved in the five years of developing 
the state Sunshine Law as well as subsequent 
amendments. The views expressed here are 
those of the author and not necessarily those 
of The Susquehanna Valley Center.

Protect Sunshine Law
for everyone’s benefit

CONTACTOFFICIALS

My older daughter 
is working on a cer-
tificate in nutritional 
health counseling 
and suggested a 
book to me and my 
husband called the 
“The 5 Love Lan-
guages” by Gary 
Chapman.
The book talks about how people of-

ten have different ways they express 
and hope to receive love, differences 
which can sometimes create conflict 
between couples. The love languages 
described in the book include words 
of affirmation, acts of service, shar-
ing quality time, physical touch, and 
giving gifts. It’s been an interesting 
read, so I recommend it. 
What I was thinking about is how 

might we express love for our com-
munity. There are actually lots of 
ways I’ve seen already in the short 
1 ½ years I’ve lived here. I’ve seen 
how much people rallied around 
the Middletown Area High School 
football team. There were signs in 
many windows and on many lawns; 
blue and gold streamers and bows 
on posts and banisters. The parade 
was a huge draw to cheer the team 
on. Those speak to a love of this 
community. 
Cleaning up trash in our community 

also shows a love of our town. One 
of my sisters-in-law living outside 
of D.C. is a wonderful tender of her 
neighborhood, going around picking 
up trash for everyone. She really 
values that activity so much that I 
think it sets a high bar for others in 

her area. 
So how could we re-interpret the 

love languages for our community? 
“Words of affirmation” might sug-
gest we should say positive, construc-
tive things about our community 
in the Press And Journal or on the 
streets; we should also greet people 
with a “Hello” or a wave, even people 
you don’t know. I know I try to do 
this a lot so don’t be surprised if you 
hear me say “Good morning” when 
I see you around town. 
“Acts of service” could be trans-

lated as picking up trash (yes, even 
our neighbor’s) or volunteering 
at the library or other community 
organizations that need your help 
or shoveling someone else’s walk 
for them if they haven’t gotten to it 
that day. (I’ll thank you as I’m sure 
others will, too!) 
“Sharing quality time” might be in-

terpreted as participating in one of the 
neighborhood or community events 
such as the Halloween parade, the 
Christmas tree lighting, the summer 
community craft fair or the National 
Night Out event at Hoffer Park. 
“Physical touch” might translate 

into shaking hands with your friends 
and neighbors when you greet them, 
or patting someone on the shoulder 
or back when you meet on the street. 
Finally, the love language of “giv-

ing gifts” might be represented by 
contributing to the neighborhood 
Christmas tree or by putting out 
flowers to make your area look 
particularly nice. 
In Switzerland, people take deco-

rating their homes and tending their 

gardens very seriously. The postcards 
you may have seen of that country 
with the perfectly groomed lawns 
and immaculate gardens are real life 
there. I think this indicates a pride 
in your space and sharing it with 
your neighbors. It’s a visual gift to 
everyone who walks by.
What other things could we do to 

show a sense of love for our com-
munity? We could have a few more 
events to draw people together. In 
September, the Middletown CAN 
group had a picnic event that was 
modestly attended. Maybe that could 
be repeated. Maybe we could host a 
series of porch events with different 
bands or art in areas of town. I heard 
about this happening in communities 
such as Mapleton Hill, Colorado. In 
that case, there were 20 bands on 20 
porches over a three-hour period 
one day. We have some lovely large 
porches around town including our 
own that could be the site for some 
nice music group. 
We could host walking garden tours, 

or a community clean up day. In 
Binghamton, New York, where we 
lived before, there was a neighbor-
hood yard sale on our block and then 
a block party in the evening. It was a 
great way for us to get to know our 
neighbors. 
We could respect a neighbor’s 

request to quiet our dogs so that our 
town is an enjoyable place for people. 
We could show we care for others in 
town by opening doors when you 
see someone coming to Karns or 
by providing directions if someone 
needs help finding the Brownstone 

Cafe or the library. We could frequent 
neighborhood business and say hello 
when we see people on the streets. 
All these little things add up.
What might having people express 

the love of their community do to 
those living in that town? I think it 
would make us happy and proud to 
live here. I think it would draw more 
people to the town to enjoy the shops 
and restaurants and maybe encourage 
them to move here. 
We opened our home to the commu-

nity for the Middletown Home Tour 
in December and had more than 70 
people come. Last year, we attended 
the tour and really enjoyed meeting 
some of our neighbors and hearing 
about the history of their homes and 
their journeys to live there. There 
were many people from other com-
munities so this event in Middletown 
drew people here. I’m guessing other 
community events have brought 
people from out of town.
These ideas aren’t for everybody, 

although it could bring more positive 
spirit which I for one would look 
forward to. My husband once saw 
the adage “You don’t have to move to 
live in a nicer neighborhood” which I 
think is so true. What are your ideas 
for showing love to our community? 
Let’s make them happen together!

Susannah Gal is associate dean of 
research and outreach and a profes-
sor of biology at Penn State Harris-
burg. She has lived around the world 
and made Middletown her home in 
July 2015. She can be reached at 
susannahgal1000@gmail.com.

 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION!
/ Press And Journal

Responses are taken from Facebook and are not 
edited for spelling or grammar.

Have you been 
affected by 

President Trump’s 
executive order 
about refugees?

John L Webster: Have I ever ... I can no longer 
find fattening recipes in my news feed.
Dave Drake: Nope. I’m still getting up, lacing 

my boots and heading out the door at all ours of 
the night/morning to go do what I gotta do to deal 
with this thing called life! 
Joe Swartz: Yes. ISIS and other extremists now 

have more recruitment propaganda, so I am less 
safe than I was previously. And I don’t think any 
of the terrorist attacks of this century in America 
would’ve been prevented by it, so it doesn’t make us 
any safer. Therefore, it’s made us less safe overall.
Peter Matesevac: Yes, I’ve been forced to 

constantly explain it to people to ignorant to 
understand it.
Connie Condran: I feel safer!
George Stevens: Yeah. More happy.
John Linnane: No its only a start get r done
Michael Diffendall: Not at all.

Julie Starliper: Punishment Should fit the crime! 
Make em do a series of kind things instead of 
just throwing them in a room. Some kids need 
someone to mentor them and good behavior if 
their parents can't walk the walk or talk the talk! 
I know this is probably pretty unrealistic but a 
nice thought anyway!
Leah Bell: Yes, if they are home they are prob-

ably just sleeping in and playing Xbox. Or worse, 
out with others getting into trouble. Keep them 
in school, make them get out of bed and try to 
get even one thing into their heads that day. Baby 
steps are better than no steps.
Lynda Siders: Doyle Bosnyak In school Sus-

pensions. But, it should be alone and since they 
all have ipads to do homework, their phones and 
devices should be held outside the room. Give 
them a book to read.
Peter Matesevac: Depends on the severity of 

the infraction. In-school is probably more effec-
tive as you're stuck at school and don't have TV, 
games, etc.
Dan Magaro: Out of school just makes them 

think it's okay to sit at home and play video games. 
Keep them in school and make a punishment there

Do you believe in-school 
suspensions are better than 
out-of-school suspensions 

for disruptive students?

We want to hear from you.  

Send your letters to: letters@
pressandjournal.com,  

or 20 S. Union St.,  
Middletown, Pa. 17057

 Letters may be edited for  
accuracy, clarity and length.

YOUR VIEWS  
ARE WELCOME
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Environmentalist war on science
• “I see a lot of negative comments 

in Sound Off about LST Board of 
Commissioners, but I rarely see 
people at the township meetings. 
I wonder where they get the wrong 
information they post. It is evident 
that a past manager wants on the 
Board of Commissioners. His 
demeanor at the last meeting was 
unnecessary and made him look 
bad. Ben Hall was a good choice 
for open Commissioner spot. 
Come to the meetings and see for 
yourself what good decisions are 
made and why.”

• “Perhaps some of the recent 
firings and retirements at LST had 
more to do with work that was done 
or work that was not done. It takes 
a strong leader to weed out people 
in high positions because of the 
backlash. In the end, it is the wisest 
thing to do. The township almost 
lost police accreditation because 
someone didn’t do his or her job.

• “Google ‘Green Porch Lights.’ 
I’m surprised this hasn’t received 
more attention.”

• “There are five members that 
make up the board of commission-
ers in the township. There are five 
people that are selected to bring 
‘five different’ points of views to 
matters in the township. There is 
an odd number so that there cannot 
be a ‘tie’ vote. Why in the world 
do the commissioners just keep 
agreeing to everything and never 
challenge what another says? How 
can one have so much pressure on 
others? I hope Ron Paul runs for 
one of the two upcoming seats so 
he can stir things up a bit. It’s about 
time there is some diversity on the 
board. It needs shook up. There are 
too many secrets and not enough 
public input.”

• “What’s wrong Trump hat-
ers? Not getting your own way 
anymore? You say he’s a pig yet 
you use the F bomb at rallies, you 
smash windows, you burn things, 
and you probably don’t even have 
a job! Or, you’re just too lazy and 
want Obama back to spoon-feed 
your lazy butt! Not gonna happen! 
Time to grow up. We’re taking 
back this country from the noisy 
idiots that have destroyed it the 
past 8 years!”

• “Anyone else find it to be an 
interesting coincidence that the 
township plans to purchase the 
Shireman Farm and it just so 
happens to be directly behind a 
former Commissioner and real 
estate agents home? Okay, we may 
get some grant money (tax payer 
dollars) to help purchase this (more 
tax payer dollars) but how much 
money will it cost to make it use-
able for anything (more tax payer 
dollars)? Go look at it for yourself. 
The dirt alone would be a fortune. 
It sure would be a nicer view and 
break between a few homes and the 
warehouses that want to go in on 
the other side. Makes you wonder 

who’s pushing this baby?”

• “I agree with the comment 
about Danielle running again for 
the Board. She got a lot of votes 
last time without doing much grass 
roots effort. I think she could bring 
a much needed fresh perspective 
and intelligence to the Township. 
I do hope she sees this. I would 
vote for her!”

• “They say if Trump puts a tax 
on Mexico’s imports it will cost 
the American people more to buy 
them, well I say tax them Trump. 
I don’t buy anything from Mexico 
anyway; I check all my labels on 
everything. I don’t buy any food 
from China if it is not grown here. 
I have no problem giving it up.”

• “Yeah, let’s just open the doors 
and let anybody into the country 
that wants in. Then in a few years 
we’ll be like China with a billion 
people. Hey, we don’t have jobs 
for 20 million Americans now. 
What are we to do then? You can 
kiss democracy goodbye and say 
hello to socialism because that will 
be the only way to survive. Well at 
least the Democrats can bury their 
sour grape and stop whining and 
crying then.”

• “MIDDLETOWN RESI-
DENTS, are you going to sit by 
and watch this Mayor and Council 
do away with your local police 
force?? They say it’s all about 
saving money and providing bet-
ter services. How did losing our 
Communication Center work out 
for you??? Haven’t seen savings 
or improved services yet!!! Folks, 
we’re going to lose our local po-
lice for a larger police force that 
will not be here in town like they 
think. This borough paid around 
$26,000.00 for an audit of the 
police department to find out that 
for the calls that get, population, 
and traffic they need 18 full time 
officers. They have been working 
with nine and a few part timers. 
You wonder why you don’t see the 
proactive policing anymore like 
stopping the speeders, the college 
kids flying around, or drunks??? 
How can they? It wasn’t that long 
ago they had to have the State 
Police cover a shift because they 
finally were burnt out and no one 
could come in!!! Folks, the public 
meeting to voice your opinion on 
keeping our boys here in our local 
police department is February 15. 
Don’t lose them like we did our 
Communication Center, Electric 
Dept., Water, and Highway work-
ers!!! Look what’s left.”

• “So let me get this straight, I go 
to the Middletown Police station 
now after 3 p.m. and can NEVER 
get someone to answer the door. I 
get it; the cops are out patrolling. 
Now, if you ‘merge’ or ‘contract 
services’ potentially firing all 
the current police now I’ll have 
to drive out to Lower Swatara 
or even Swatara Township to go 

talk to a cop?!?! Yeah, that sounds 
convenient!!! NOT!!! What about 
the residents who can’t or don’t 
drive???”

• “Why should the United States 
have an open door policy to the rest 
of the world? I’m already paying 
for welfare baby’s I had nothing to 
do with, and their education and 
health care. And why do all these 
‘refugees’ run to White Christian 
countries?”

• “So Lower Swatara Township 
announced tonight they are pur-
chasing land in Lower Swatara 
for recreational use and that isn’t 
a bad thing. Astonishingly ‘again’ 
it was another unanimous vote 
by the board. how many is that 
now?! It’s almost like the board are 
robots programmed to agree. Did 
the board discuss publicly the cost 
the township residents will spend 
to level this incredibly hilly area? 
Was there any other land in Lower 
Swatara the township could have 
made an offer on and avoided the 
leveling cost? Or was this exact 
specific land in this location the one 
it ‘had’ to be? I really can’t believe 
what is still going on. We really 
need to take our township back.”

• “John Wilt is the head honcho 
in Lower Swatara, the president 
commissioner the man who runs 
Lower Swatara, our local leader, 
the man who deals with our money. 
How in Gods name did this ever 
come to be??”

• “Has Lower Swatara Township 
lost its mind? Purchasing the land 
by Ebenezer and Longview is 
insane. Did they do a feasibility 
study? That intersection is not one 
to handle any volume of traffic. 
Everyone is always complain-
ing about how much traffic is on 
Longview as it is! What impact 
is this idea going to have by tak-
ing this land off the tax rolls? 
How much is it going to cost to 
implement this idea? It cost over a 
million dollars to put soccer fields 
in by the new elementary years 
ago. Who and how are we going 
to maintain the fields, who is go-
ing to cut the grass? Do we have 
enough manpower in the public 
works department to handle? What 
about parking? Water run-off? We 
already have Jednota in the town-
ship where our kids played when 
they were growing up. What about 
redeveloping that land? Wouldn’t 
Ebenezer and Longview be better 
suited for a nice new small neigh-
borhood?”

SOUNDOFF You may email your Sound Off any time day or 
night at our website: www.pressandjournal.com.

Sound Off is published as 
a venue for our readers to 
express their personal opin-
ions and does not express 
the opinions of the Press 
And Journal. Sound Off is 
published in the Viewpoints 
sections but is not intended 
to be read as news reports. 

JEFFSTIER

EPA officials just dis-
carded the central con-
clusion of a report they’d 
been working on for five 
years to appease green 
extremists. 
Although early drafts 

found no evidence 
that fracking has had 
a “widespread, systemic” impact on 
drinking water, the final report claims 
there isn’t “enough information to make 
a broad conclusion.” 
How absurd. An honest look at the 

science should have environmentalists 
waving the white flag in their fight against 
fracking. It’s time for the EPA and green 
crusaders to quit this political charade 
and recognize that fracking technology 
has boosted the economy, helped wean 
America off imported oil and gas, and 
dramatically reduced CO2 emissions. 
In 2015, a draft of the EPA’s report 

found fracking operations have not 
“led to widespread, systemic impact on 
drinking water.” The science in the re-
port hasn’t changed. But the EPA, under 
pressure, adjusted its conclusion to suit 
critics to the left of the administration, 
who would have been left without a leg 
to stand on in their efforts to sow doubt 
about fracking safety.
The findings weren’t surprising. EPA 

Administrator Lisa Jackson conceded 
she’s “not aware of any proven case 

where the fracking process itself has 
affected water.” Energy Secretary Ernest 
Moniz said he has “not seen any evi-
dence of fracking per se contaminating 
groundwater.” 
Green activists and their Washington al-

lies were quick to contest the draft report, 
ignoring that EPA researchers relied on 
more than 950 sources for their report. 
Do environmentalists really expect us to 
believe the agency, no friend of the oil 
and gas industry, is in the pocket of Big 
Fracking? The academic community is 
in agreement on fracking; only activists 
are fracking deniers. 
For example, a Duke University study 

in Arkansas found that shale gas devel-
opment and hydraulic fracturing had no 
impact on groundwater. 
Scientists analyzing the Marcellus Shale 

region in Pennsylvania found fracking 
activity harmless, concluding there was 
“no evidence for direct communication 
with shallow drinking water wells due to 
upward migration from shale horizons.” 
This year, a three-year study by the Uni-

versity of Cincinnati found that fracking 
did not affect water supplies — despite 
researchers’ best efforts to find a link. 
Lead scientist Amy Townsend-Small 
said her team was planning to keep the 
results under wraps because their funders 
were hoping the “data could point to a 
reason to ban” fracking. 
Attempts to undermine fracking 

threaten America’s ability to tap into 
energy benefits. In 2012, oil and natural 
gas production saved the average U.S. 
household at least $1,200. All told, the 
industry supports almost 10 million 
jobs and represents 8 percent of the 
U.S. economy — and those figures are 
predicted to grow, especially if OPEC 
keeps its promise to reduce production. 
Moreover, fracking has strengthened 

America’s energy independence. As 
the world’s leader in oil and natural gas 
production, the United States can scale 
back its energy purchases from less-
friendly nations. 
Despite the green movement’s outrage, 

fracking is helping the environment. 
The boom in gas and oil production has 
enabled us to substitute natural gas for 
coal. As a result, energy-related carbon 
dioxide emissions hit their lowest level 
in nearly three decades. 
Environmentalists should stop denying 

science. Fracking boosts our economy, 
strengthens energy independence, and 
protects our environment. It’s a shame 
that, like the most extreme green activ-
ists, the EPA is only willing to embrace 
science when it serves an anti-fossil-fuel 
agenda. 

Jeff Stier is a senior fellow at the Na-
tional Center for Public Policy Research 
in Washington, D.C., and heads its Risk 
Analysis Division.

From the Wednesday,  
Feb. 9, 1994 edition of the 

Press And Journal

Dog Wins Cancer Fight Due To 
‘Miracle’ Cure

 Obviously, Kathy Burger is grateful 
that her family’s beloved dog, Bear, 
is still alive after being diagnosed 
with bone cancer last autumn, but 
she didn’t allow herself to consider 
the worst. “There was no doubt in our 
minds that the treatment was going to 
work,” she stressed.
The treatment that the Middletown 

resident has been using to combat 
Bear’s leg tumor is shark cartilage 
capsules, first used in humans. And 
the results have been nothing short 
of amazing. 
The massive, 110-pound Great 

Pyrenees, a friendly, familiar fixture 
to neighbors on Highland Avenue, is 
again bounding with life after being 
stricken with immobilizing pain only 
a few short months ago.
“Bear was in such pain that he 

couldn’t move and didn’t eat or drink,” 
Burger described. “To get him to drink, 
I had to drip water from my finger into 
his month. I couldn’t stand to see it. We 
were only a week or two from putting 
him to sleep.”
Burger first noticed that something 

was wrong with Bear last September, 
when he began limping during their 
daily two-mile walks. At first Bear’s 
veterinarian recommended aspirin for 
the pain, until X-rays revealed a tumor 
on the animal’s rear leg. An orthopedic 
surgeon diagnosed the mass as bone 
cancer.
A friend who runs a dog kennel 

recommended a veterinarian, Dr. Pat 

Whittacker, who runs a practice in 
Asper, Adams County. 
A certified acupuncturist, Dr. Whit-

tacker also practices homeopathic 
medicine. It was she who prescribed 
the wondrous shark cartilage capsules 
for Bear, along with acupuncture and 
vitamins. 
Burger remembered Bear’s prog-

ress with the cartilage capsules and 
acupuncture: “We saw results in the 
first week when he walked up the 
deck steps. His mental attitude had 
changed. He was still limping badly 
but wanted to do things. The desire to 
live was there again.”
 
Township Leaders Talk Tough On 

Enforcing Snow Ordinance
 The Lower Swatara Township 
Commissioners at their February 
“workshop meeting” directed Police 
Chief Richard Malwitz to enforce the 
Township’s ordinance regarding snow 
emergencies.
 The snow emergency ordinance is one 
of the toughest I’ve ever seen,” said 
Chief Malwitz. He said that when a 
snow emergency is declared no vehicle 
may be parked on any road designated 
as a snow emergency route. Vehicles 
parked on those roads are subject to 
a parking ticket.
 “If the Board wants me to enforce it 
to the hilt, it’s fine with me,” Malwitz 
continued.
 Commissioner Ron McAlpine, 
budget and finance chairman, asked, 
“Do we need to take a look at snow 
emergency routes?” Malwitz said he 
along with Dr. David Clouser, Town-
ship Manager, and Ron Paul, planning 
and zoning officer, have discussed that 
possibility.

 “The feeling of the Board has changed 
over the years,” Malwitz said noting 
that previous Boards didn’t feel so 
strongly about enforcing the ordi-
nance.

Study: HIA Brings Millions Into 
Region With Income, Jobs, And 

Taxes
The second part of an extensive study 

to determine the future of Harrisburg 
International Airport (HIA) has con-
firmed that the Lower Swatara Town-
ship facility is an integral piece of the 
region’s economy that would be sorely 
missed should it ever be taken away.
 A consultant for the Susquehanna 
Valley Regional Airport Authority 
(SVRAA) presented his financial anal-
ysis of HIA at the group’s most recent 
monthly meeting, held at PennDOT’s 
aviation headquarters at the airport. 
SVRAA, which is comprised of repre-
sentatives from Cumberland, Dauphin, 
Perry and York counties, is studying 
the long-term air transportation needs 
of the region and how airport facilities 
could be used to maximize economic 
development.
 According to Dr. John Martin, of 
Lancaster consulting firm Martin 
O’Connell Associations, the primary 
ways HIA has an economic impact 
in Central, Pa. are through direct and 
indirect jobs created by the airport, per-
sonal income and spending as a result 
of those jobs, business revenue gener-
ated by the airport and its employees, 
and state, county and municipal taxes.
 SVRAA’s financial consultant also de-
termined that HIA is the seventh largest 
employer in Central Pa. behind AMP, 
Hershey Foods, Penn State University, 
Pa. Blue Shield, Armstrong Industries 

and Weis Markets.
 Of the 1,539 direct, on-site jobs 
listed in Martin’s report, HIA’s airline 
employees make up 41 percent of 
that total, with government agency 
employees and freight transportation 
workers accounting for 18 percent and 
12 percent, respectively. The majority 
of the airport’s employees — 61 per-
cent — live in Dauphin County, with 
12 percent residing in York County and 
10 percent each living in Cumberland 
and Lancaster counties. 
 In 1993, 753,000 passengers boarded 
planes at HIA. Of those, 75 percent 
were traveling on business and 25 
percent were pleasure travelers. Each 
passenger who flies out of HIA is 
believed to spend an average of $285 
per visit, the consultant said.
 One of the best ways to enhance 
HIA’s marketability in the future, 
Martin said, will be to further develop 
its freight transportation capabilities. 
Because of Central Pa.’s excellent 
trucking and rail services, he noted, 
“intermodal freight” should be a big 
focus of economic development in the 
region, with HIA providing a crucial 
link in that chain. 

Prices From 23 Years Ago
Temple Oranges ..................... 8/99¢
Fox’s Tapioca Pudding ......$1.39/lb.
Lender’s Bagels 10-12 ct. ......... 89¢
Thorofare Pot Pies 7 oz. ...........3/$1
Lean Imported Ham ..........$1.99/lb.
Fresh Celery ..................... 58¢/stalk
Fasnacht Donuts .....$2.79/each pkg.
Old El Paso Refried Beans
................................... 16 oz. jar 69¢
Shark Bites Fruit Shapes
..........................  5.4 oz. pkg., $1.88
Morton Honey Buns .................. 99¢

Oriental Salad Mix ............ 69¢/pkg.
Ore-Ida Crispers 2 lb. ............. $1.99

Whitney’s Yogurt 6 oz............... 39¢
Jumbo Muffins 4 ct. ............... $2.49

23 Years Ago
From The Middletown Press And Journal Files

Below is a copy of a photograph from the Press And Journal's 
archives. We apologize for the quality of the photograph but hope 

you will enjoy this glimpse from your recent past.

Fasnacht’s Day – What are the odds that Angie Fasnacht would 
have her sixth birthday on Fasnacht Day? (Maybe one in six?) The 
daughter of Michael Fasnacht of Middletown, Angie will celebrate her 
coincidental birthday next Tuesday, Feb. 15.

Years ago, I visited 
West Virginia’s former 
black mental hospital 
and fell into conversa-
tion with a witty, friend-
ly, black psychiatrist.
He taunted me: “You’re 

a racist, you know.”
“No, no, no,” I pro-

tested — but he continued:
“Just look at yourself. You were born 

white, male and smart. You could go out 
into the world and take whatever you 
could get — and you never stopped to 
think that I couldn’t do it.”
I was speechless. Finally, I answered: 

“Damn! You nailed me precisely.”
Until that moment, I never saw clearly 

that society stacked the deck in my 
favor, giving me benefits not available 
to minorities. It was sobering. Later, I 
learned that sociologists call my advan-
tage “white privilege.”
Currently, the wealthy white commu-

nity of Westport, Connecticut (average 
family income $150,000), is in an uproar 
because a human rights group and the 
public library invited high school stu-
dents to write essays on the topic: “In 
1,000 words or less, describe how you 
understand the term ‘white privilege.’”
To the surprise of sponsors, a backlash 

arose. Some white parents felt insulted 
and claimed that the essay contest was 
designed to make their teens ashamed of 
their benefits. National news coverage 
followed.
The chairman of the Westport human 

rights group, a retired black IBM vice 
president, replied:

“There’s a lot more controversy around 
it than many of us expected. ... All of a 
sudden, we’re race-baiting or trying to 
get people to feel guilty. That’s not what 
it’s all about.”
Actually, the topic isn’t simple. There 

are many other sorts of privilege beyond 
race. 
People born with high I.Q. have advan-

tage over those born with less. Ameri-
cans with normal weight and appealing 
features get better acceptance than 
those who are heavy or homely. People 
with affluent parents who sent them to 
good universities have a leg up over 
youths from blue-collar families who 
couldn’t afford college — or graduate 
with crushing student loan debt (which 
is much worse for black graduates). 

Foreign-looking people 
with odd names — espe-
cially Hispanics — don’t 
get the same breaks as 
standard white Ameri-
cans. Despite years of 
female progress, males 
still hold advantage. 
Despite progress, gays 
still are less accepted 
than “straights.”
I was born in the 1930s 

in a little West Virginia 
farm town with no elec-
tricity or paved streets. 
But even there, I was 
privileged. My father 
was the town postmas-
ter and my mother a 
teacher — which put us 
in the white-collar elite, 
compared to sweaty 

farmhands. It gave me confidence and 
self-worth that never left me.
Last year’s “Black Lives Matter” 

crusade spotlighted racial privilege. At 
one protest, a white woman held a sign 
saying, “They don’t shoot white women 
like me.” 
That’s another white privilege.
Here’s the bottom line: Whites needn’t 

feel ashamed of their privilege — but 
they should work hard to ensure that 
everyone in every ethnic group gets the 
same benefits.”

James Haught, syndicated by PeaceV-
oice, is editor emeritus of West Virginia’s 
largest newspaper, The Charleston 
Gazette-Mail.

JAMESHAUGHT
‘White privilege’ makes some uncomfortable
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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown

Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor

Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages

Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel

Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

    CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   

Parish Office 944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor

Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm

Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown

944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF

Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street • 944-5835

Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

New Beginnings Church
at the Riverside Chapel

630 South Union St., Middletown • 388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am

Pastor BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"

890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of 441 & Ebenezer Road)

Phone 939-0766 
Sunday Worship:

Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am

Christian Child Care - 985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor

www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown

717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 

Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 944-4322

Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown

PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
PASTOR JAMES LYLES, 10xBetter

Phone 944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown

Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Church Pennsylvania 
Family 
Roots

GENEALOGY

Sharman Meck Carroll 
PO Box 72413, Thorndale, PA 19372

pafamroots@msn.com

The Presbyterian Congregation is lo-
cated at the corner of Union and Water 
streets in downtown Middletown. We 
are a body of Christian people who 
reach out to others by sharing God’s 
Word, love, and fellowship. Warm 
greetings to one and all as we seek to 
grow closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Wed., Feb. 8: 4:30 p.m., Yoga in the 

Morrow Room; 6:30 p.m., Presbyte-
rian Bells of Praise rehearsal; 7:15 
p.m., Chancel Choir rehearsal.
 Church School for all ages is on 

February 12 from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 
We encourage parents to bring the 
children and teens to class, and adults 
are welcome to the Adult Forum. The 
Adult Forum will continue their series 
on being a Christian in the workplace.
 Please join us for worship and Com-

munion at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
February 12. Our sanctuary is handi-
capped accessible, and there are also 
hearing devices for anyone wanting to 
use one. Nursery is available during 

the service, as well as Bible Listening 
bags for children to utilize during the 
service. Do join us!
 Mon., Feb. 13: 7 p.m., Session.
Tues., Feb. 14: 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., 

Bible reading together in the confer-
ence room.
 Our electronic newsletter can be 

accessed anytime: (1) Search for the 
website by typing in pcmdt.org or Pres-
byterian Congregation of Middletown; 
(2) The “home page” opens with a 
photo of our church bell tower; (3) Go 
to the upper right hand corner of the 
website and click on “resources”; (4) 
The new page opens with options: click 
on “newsletter.” (These are PDF files, 
should open with Adobe Acrobat).
 The Parish Nurse is available by call-

ing the church office at 717-944-4322. 
 For further information, see our 

Website www.pcmdt.org, visit our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
Presbyterian Congregation, or call 
the office.

Evangelical Church meets on the 
corner of Spruce and Water streets at 
157 E. Water St., Middletown, south 
of Main St., behind the Turkey Hill 
convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: 
Sunday school is at 9 a.m. and wor-
ship is at 10:15 a.m. When you walk 
in the door, you will see people of all 
ages and walks of life, some dressed 
formally and others casually in jeans 
and sneakers. Come as you are.
 Our greeters wear nametags, so they 

are easy to find and they will be happy 
to help you if you need any assistance 
or have a question. We celebrate 
communion the first Sunday of each 
month. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, 
and as a congregation in the United 
Methodist Church, we welcome all 
(baptized or un-baptized) to partake 
of the holy sacrament. We invite 
you to experience life at Evangelical 
UMC. Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching for 
the meaning of life, or want to know 
more about Jesus, our doors are open 

for you. Check our website to learn 
more about us: www.eumch.org.
 This week’s worship assistants are 

as follows: Pastor - Lee Ellenberger; 
Lay Liturgist – Kathy Frisbie; Organist 
– Glenn Diritto; Audio Visual - Steve 
Moyer and Jamal Warren; Choir Direc-
tor - Erich Schlicher; Greeters – Chris, 
Lori, Kara and Jaden Miller; Head 
Usher - Scott Green; Nursery Caregiv-
ers – Gloria Clouser, Vicki Hubbard, 
and our choir members.
 The alter flowers this week are given 

in memory of husband Dennis by 
Charlene Walters.
 This week’s schedule of activities 

is as follows:
 Wed., Feb. 8: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 

Anonymous Group Book Study; 6:30 
p.m., Choir practice.
 Thurs., Feb. 9: 6 p.m., Girl Scout 

meeting.
 Sun., Feb. 12: 9 a.m., Sunday 

School;10:15 a.m., Worship service.
 Tues., Feb. 14: 2 p.m., Prayer Shawl 

Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s Kitchen at 
Wesley, meal provided by Wesley.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
and Childcare, 890 Ebenezer Road, 
Middletown invites everyone to join 
us for worship on Sunday mornings 
lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We 
offer a traditional service at 8:45 a.m. 
and a contemporary service with a 
band (electric guitars) at 10:45 a.m. 
At 10 a.m., between services, there 
is a variety of Christian Education 
classes for all ages.   
 We have several things happening at 

Ebenezer and all are welcome. There is 
a prayer time, “Partners in Prayer,” that 
meets the first Monday of each month 

at 7 p.m. Through scripture, song, and 
meditation we experience the joy of 
God’s presence. Have a favorite board 
game?  “Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of other groups including 
Bible Studies.  The time is here; our 
homemade chocolate Easter Eggs 
are available. Flavors include peanut 
butter, coconut and butter cream. For 
purchasing information please contact 
Mel Bollinger at 583-0502 or Bill 
Hoch at 944-6080. Any other questions 
please call us at 939-0766 or e-mail 
us at ebenezerumc890@comcast.net.

Calvary Church has been a part of 
the Middletown Borough community 
since 1936. It has been our privilege to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ 
all these years and to do so knowing 
the good news has never changed in 
over 2000 years. We firmly hold to the 
Apostles Creed and the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and its Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching 
what Scripture teaches. If we believe 
the Gospel of Christ, then by trusting 
in his death and resurrection for sin-
ners we can and will be forgiven and 
saved from God’s wrath. Please join 
us each Sunday to hear the Gospel.
 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. and 

6 p.m. We are located at the corner 
of Spruce and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellowship 
meal following the 10:15 a.m. morning 
service on the first Sunday of every 
month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes for 
all ages at 9 a.m., and a Bible Study 
each Wednesday at 7 p.m. We are now 
studying the Gospel of Luke. 
 Feel free to contact us with questions 

at 944-5835.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Middletown

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring 
& Union Streets (121 N. Spring St), 
Middletown.
We are a Reconciling In Christ 

Church.
 Please join us for worship. Our wor-

ship times are: Wednesday morning at 
10 a.m., Saturday evening at 5 p.m., 
Sunday morning worship is at 10 a.m., 
Sunday Church School for all ages 
begins at 9 a.m. Our Sunday worship 
service is a recording of the 10 a.m. 
service, which is broadcast at 11 a.m. 
on WMSS 91.1FM. Our Saturday 
service is a casual traditional service. 
This service is usually 45 minutes in 
length. Please enter the church through 
the parking lot door.
Church and Community Events:
 Wed., Feb. 8: 10 a.m., Holy Commu-

nion, Chapel; 7 p.m., Chancel Choir.
 Sat., Feb. 11: 5 p.m., Holy Com-

munion.
 Sun., Feb. 12: 9 a.m., Confirmation/

Church School; 10 a.m., Holy Com-
munion. Congregational meeting after 
the 10 a.m. service.
 Mon., Feb. 13: 2 p.m., Holy Com-

munion at Middletown Home; 4:30 
p.m., Community Dinner at St. Peter’s, 
featuring chicken pot pie; 6:30 p.m., 
Bible Study.
 Tues., Feb. 14: 1:30 p.m., Frey Vil-

lage Communion; 6:30 p.m., Congre-

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Middletown

New Beginnings Church of Middle-
town is an independent body of believ-
ers offering God’s invitation for a new 
beginning to all who seek it. We exist 
to meet the spiritual, emotional and 
physical needs of all people through 
faith in Jesus Christ. We are a Safe 
Sanctuary congregation. 
 New Beginnings Church invites 

you to worship with us each Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children’s 
church is provided. Our congrega-
tion meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 
S. Union St., next to the Rescue Fire 
Company. Sunday School for all ages 
is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. Youth Fellow-
ship is from 5 to 7 p.m. For additional 
church information call 944-9595. For 
security purposes our back and side 
doors will be locked every Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of 
worship. The only door for entry after 
that will be the front door.
 Wednesdays: Craft Group, 1 p.m.; 

Choir rehearsals, 6:30 p.m.; Praise 
Band rehearsals, 7:45 p.m.   
 Sociable Seniors group meets the 

1st and 3rd Monday of every month 
from 1 to 3 p.m.; Intercessory Prayer 
Group meets Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.; 
Blanket making is the 2nd Thursday 
of every month at 9 a.m. We clean 
the Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. Everyone 
is welcome to participate in these im-
portant areas of our church life.
 Bible Study, “Spiritual Boot Camp for 

Overcomers” meets Thursdays at 6:30 
p.m.  This study has emphasis on, “If 
you have something in your life that 
is hard to overcome and needs put in 
the past.” Community welcome.
 Pastor Britt writes a daily devotional 

on Facebook page, “One Way, One 
Truth, One Life.” We invite all to 
read it.
 Nursery: Dana Rhine, Evette Gra-

ham. February ushers: Linda Balmer, 
Diane Rowe, Jackie and Sam Rainal. 
Greeter for February: Bonny Harper. 
 Men’s Group meets every Thursday 

morning at 6 a.m. for prayer. Com-
munity men invited.
 Wooden pickets for our prayer gar-

den, inscribed for the fence, are being 
sold for a cost in memory of, honor 
of, or family name. Contact Michelle 
Strohecker at 717-982-5068. Our 8 
ft. cross, made out of nails, is in the 
prayer garden in the back of the yard 
and is illuminated every night. Drive 
by and see it.
 Our Sunday worship service is 

broadcast on the MAHS radio sta-
tion, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. every 
Sunday afternoon. Listen on the radio 
or the Internet at www.pennlive.com/
wmss/audio. Check us out on our 
website at www.newbeginningsch-
urchmiddletownpa.com.
 Pastor Britt’s parting words each 

Sunday: “Nothing in this world is 
more important than the love of Jesus 
Christ!” We invite you to come and 
experience this love.

New Beginnings Church
Middletown

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Middletown

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Middletown

Calvary Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church

Middletown

gational Council.
 Sun., Feb. 26: 3 p.m., Susquehanna 

University Choir Concert in St. Peter’s 
sanctuary. Concert is free to the public.
 Tues., Feb. 28: 6:30 p.m., Women of 

St. Peter’s meet in Luther Hall.
 Our food pantry is in need of personal 

care items and non-perishable food 
items. Items collected are taken to 
the Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming St., 
Royalton. Individuals may also take 
items directly to the food pantry, which 
is open Tuesdays and Fridays, from 
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The Community 
Action Commission office is open 
Tuesdays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the same location.
 Visit our website at www.stpe-

tersmiddletown.org.
 Scripture for February 12 - Trans-

figuration of Our Lord: Deut 30:15-
20; Psalm 119:1-8; Cor 3:1-9; Matt 
5:21-37.

Column No. 887/February 8, 2017   
                    

John Peter Hoffman From Germany To Lykens Valley, Pa.
 John Peter Hoffman, or Peter Hoffman as he was known was born in Germany 

near the Swiss border in 1709. In the 1739, he sailed on the ship “Robert and 
Alice” belonging to Dublin and commanded by Walter Goodman, Master. The 
“Robert and Alice” sailed directly from Rotterdam, Holland to Philadelphia 
arriving in the Colonies, September 3, 1739.
 Among the passengers qualifying for entrance to the port, were the Hoff-

man brothers: Peter Hoffman; Hannis (John); Daniel, and Martin. John Peter 
Hoffman first settled in Berks County, were he worked as a carpenter. These 
four were brothers on Captain Goodman’s list presented to the authorities at 
Philadelphia. There were a total of 218 Palatines imported on the “Robert and 
Alice” on 3 September 1739. There were 78 men of the age of 16 years and 
upwards on this small sailing vessel. The remainder was women and children 
and not listed.
 The Hoffman’s listed by Captain Goodman was his way of spelling the family 

name as that is the way it sounded to him. The Hoffman brothers signed their 
own names as “Hoffman.” Later military records also recorded the Hoffman 
as “Hooffman” as that is the way the name sounded to the enlisting officers 
during the Revolution when all three of Peter Hoffman’s sons served to give 
us freedom we enjoy. There is very little known at this point in time about his 
brothers. Only intensive will reveal where they settled in this county.
 Peter Hoffman married Maria Sara whose maiden name may have been Seiler 

or Snyder. The date and place of the marriage is unknown, but a Peter Hoff-
man applied to the Colonial Authorities in Pennsylvania to marry on 9 April 
1743. The names of the intended bride were not given. When and where they 
were married is still to be discovered. However, there was a Peter Hoffman 
who applied to the Colonial Authorities in Pennsylvania to marry on April 9, 
1743.  The time span would fit our Peter, but can’t prove it. However, Johan 
Christian Seiler sponsored the baptism of Peter and Sara Hoffman’s daughter 
Christina in 1760 at St. John’s Host United Church of Christ, R.D. #2, Bernville, 
Tulpehocken Township, Berks County, Pa., the church attended by Peter and 
Sara Hoffman’s family between 1749 and 1800. Johann Christ’s wife was Anna 
Elizabeth Seiler, and Peter and Sara Hoffman named three of their children 
Anna Elizabeth, Christian and Christina, leading one to further believe that 
Christian and Anna Elizabeth Seiler were the parents of Maria Sara Hoffman.
 Peter Hoffman went by horse back into Lykens Valley in the year 1750. He 

didn’t take his family at this time, as he had to clear ground and build a cabin. 
He and others labored at this undertaking until the year 1756. Hostile Indians 
descended on this area from the North. The Indians in Lykens Valley were 
of friendly nature and they marked Peter Hoffman’s cabin so it wouldn’t be 
destroyed (burned). Peter Hoffman was friendly and kind to them. All other 
cabins were destroyed. In the spring of 1770, Peter and others felt it was safe 
to return to Lykens Valley with their families. 
 The Hoffman’s established a Reformed Congregation in 1771. They first met 

in their homes until a log church was built. They elected four trustees and be-
came a thriving congregation.  Hundreds were baptized in this church over the 
years and their records are the beginnings of many Dauphin County families.
 John Peter Hoffman lived out his days in his home at the end of Short Moun-

tain, Lykens Valley, Dauphin County, Pa. Here he and his wife continued to 
raise their family, and see their children grow in numbers of descendants. 
 John Peter at the age of 76 wrote his will on 2 August 1785, died in 1797 at 

the age of 89 years old. Peter requested to be buried on the Hoffman land at 
the end of Short Mountain. Peter and Maria Sara (h) are buried in the family 
plot once marked with wooden markers. This plot is in a field about halfway 
between Loyalton and the present day Cross-Road Markets. There lie twenty-six 
contemporaries of John Peter Hoffman. However, the names of some of those 
whose bodies lie there are not now known. According to tradition, the early 
graves had wooden markers. The site of the Hoffman Church Cemetery and 
School are also along this road between Loyalton and the Cross-Road Markets.

A “letter of Administration” was issued to Christian Hoffman for the purpose 
of settling the “Estate of Peter Hoffman” on 4 November 1797. This date of 
1797 recorded in File 1 at the Dauphin County Court House established the 
death of Peter Hoffman in the year 1797. 
                                 

The First German-American Genealogical Partnership
 International Germanic Genealogy Conference   
Minneapolis, Minnesota July 27-28-29 2017

Make personal connections with people from other organizations both in the 
United States and in Germany. Learn new insights directly from Germanic 
genealogy experts worldwide. Choose from more than 30 presentations over 
two full days. Become part of the conference surname and locality database 
to match up with others attending, including visitors from Germany and other 
countries worldwide. Use study rooms equipped with computers and experts 
there to help you, including help with German script, language, and online 
research. Take advantage of opportunities for impromptu gatherings by region 
or special interest. Settle down in casual seating for one-on-one discussions 
with others you’ve connected with. Explore the large field of major geneal-
ogy vendors.
Society Leadership Day is on Thursday, July 27. 
Personal Connections is on Friday, July 28 and Saturday, July 29.

Genealogy Tip Of The Week
 Tax records can provide information regarding property ownership and real 

estate that can lead you to other records such as deeds, probate records. These 
records can also confirm if the person was alive and in a certain place at a 
specific time. Researching two men of the same name, you can distinguish 
them through tax records, since no two men paid taxes on the exact real and 
personal property.                                   

Winter’s dreary and dark days can zap 
your mood and energy levels, and can 
result in a type of seasonal depression 
or “winter blues” affecting what, when 
and how you eat. 
While its cause remains unclear, diet 

plays a role in the prevention and 
treatment of depression.
Giant Food Stores and Martin’s Food 

Markets’ nutritionists offered their 
suggestions to combat the “winter 
blues” in a recent press release.
 

What we eat
Studies have shown that depressive 

symptoms are associated with over-
consumption of sweets and fast food. 
Instead, reach for fruits and vegetables, 
fish, whole grains and olive oil, such 
as a Mediterranean diet pattern. Diets 
rich in these foods have been associ-
ated with a reduced risk of depression.
Omega-3 fatty acids have received 

a significant amount of attention 
because of their positive impact on 
depression. Depressed individuals 
have been found to have lower levels 
of omega-3 fats in their blood work. 
In order to get enough omega-3 fats 
in your diet, eat foods such as fatty 
fish, walnuts and flax seeds.
 

When we eat
Brains rely on a consistent fuel supply 

to function properly so, eating small, 
balanced meals every three to four 
hours may help to keep blood sugar 
levels consistent. Going long periods 
without eating can cause blood sugar 
levels to drop, which may contribute 
to feelings of irritability or depression.
 

How we eat
Recent studies have shown that nega-

tive and positive moods may lead to 
preferences for different types of food. 

A series of studies published in the 
Journal of Consumer Psychology finds 
that positive moods tend to increase 
our preference for healthy foods and 
negative moods increase our prefer-
ence for indulgent foods. Taking a walk 
or meditating to boost mood may be 
effective strategies to improve mood 
and food choices.
 Studies have found that individuals 

with depression are at an increased 
risk for cardiovascular disease. 
With February being American Heart 

Month, making improvements in diet 
and lifestyle may not only benefit 
mood, but it could also decrease risk 
for developing cardiovascular disease, 
the nutritionists said.
They also pointed out that before 

making major changes to your diet, 
consult your doctor or a nutritionist/
dietitian, especially if you are pregnant 
or have any other health conditions.

What, when and how you eat 
can help kick the winter blues
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If you have ever missed work because 
of a severe headache you are certainly 
not alone. 
Migraine headaches are the third most 

common illness in the world, with an 
estimated 37 million Americans suf-
fering migraines at least occasionally, 
costing the country billions of dollars 
in medical care and lost productivity 
each year, according to information 
provided by Lancaster Regional and 
Heart of Lancaster Regional Medical 
Centers.
Additionally, 1 in 10 school-aged 

children suffer from migraine head-
aches. 
One of the more challenging aspects 

of treating headache conditions is 
distinguishing between the types — 
most notably, the difference between 

a migraine and a sinus headache, 
Lancaster Regional and Heart of 
Lancaster Regional Medical Centers 
reported. Recent research revealed 
that headaches have been frequently 
misdiagnosed and mistreated. 
“We find that self-diagnosed sinus 

headaches are often migraines,” said 
James Pacelli, M.D., a neurologist 
with Regional Neurology and Pain 
Management Associates, located on 
the first floor of Lancaster Regional 
Medical Center at 250 College Ave., 
Lancaster. “A sinus headache is ac-
tually a migraine accompanied by 
sinus symptoms, which makes self-
diagnosis difficult and inadvisable if 
you are a regular or chronic sufferer.” 
The confusion is not surprising, 

as the symptoms and causes have 

many similarities, and in both cases 
the pain occurs near and around the 
sinus cavity. 
A sinus headache — or sinusitis — 

is associated with a pus-like nasal 
discharge that represents a potential 
infection in the sinuses. Migraine 
may be associated with watery eyes 
and runny nose, but the fluid is clear 
and not the cause of the pain. Sinus 
headaches are not normally disabling, 
while migraine pain can be severe to 
disabling. 
The key distinguishing features of 

migraine are: 
• Nausea or vomiting. 
• Sensitivity to light or noise. 
• Moderate to severe pain in head 

and/or neck, usually located only on 
one side of the head. 

• Pulsing/throbbing pain. 
• Headache is worsened by activity 

or movement.
Experts advise patients to go beyond 

the location of the pain and pressure, 
and look for a headache associated 
with the inability to function normally 
at school or work, nausea and light sen-
sitivity, and triggers such as weather 
change, menstrual cycle and physical 
or emotional stress. Most notably, it is 
commonly assumed that a headache 
associated with weather change is a 
sinus headache, when weather changes 
are actually a common trigger for mi-
graines. Additionally, migraine may be 
hereditary. If other family members are 
migraine sufferers, it’s more likely that 
your headaches are migraine, as well. 
Ask yourself these questions, known 

as the ID Migraine Questionnaire de-
veloped by Dr. Richard Lipton: 
• In the past 90 days, have you expe-

rienced headaches that interfere with 
your ability to function normally? 
• Are your headaches ever accompa-

nied by nausea? 
• When you have a headache, does 

bright light make the pain worse? 
If you answered “yes” to two of these 

three questions, migraine is the likely 
diagnosis 93 percent of the time. If all 
three are true, there is a 98 percent 
chance the diagnosis is migraine. 
Most patients included in the recent 

research studies who complained 
of “sinus headache” were taking a 
large amount of over-the-counter and 
prescription decongestants, antihista-
mines, nasal sprays, analgesics and 

NSAIDS, but expressed significant 
dissatisfaction with the results. 
“An effective method for diagnos-

ing your headaches with certainty 
is to ask your doctor for a migraine-
specific medication,” Pacelli said. Try 
the migraine medicine for your next 
three sinus headaches and evaluate the 
impact on symptom relief, compared 
to the sinus medicines you’ve used in 
the past, he said.
In some cases, your physician may 

recommend a more extensive evalua-
tion, such as a CT scan of your sinuses 
to rule out sinus disease, or an MRI to 
rule out any issues associated with the 
brain. These diagnostics can help reas-
sure you that your condition is truly a 
migraine, and that you are treating it 
appropriately.

Your migraine headache might be something else

The American Red Cross Central 
Pennsylvania Region is collecting 
personal care items for homeless 
veterans to fill backpacks for its Totes 
of Hope Program through the end 
of February. The backpacks will be 
distributed to local homeless veterans 
throughout central Pennsylvania.
“We’re aiming to nearly double 

our goal from last year and provide 
backpacks to 400 homeless veterans,” 
said Totes of Hope Chairperson Lori 
Demchak. “Many of these men and 
woman think the world’s forgotten 
about them. It means so much to 
receive these backpacks, especially 
when donors include personal notes 
of thanks.” 
Items needed include: socks (men’s 

size 9-11); rain ponchos; fleece lap 
blankets; flashlight/batteries; pocket 
mirror; decks of cards; puzzle books; 
pens/notepads; sewing kits; safety 
pins; adhesive bandages; triple antibi-
otic ointment; hydrocortisone cream; 
cotton swabs; lip balm; toothbrushes 
(toothbrush cover); toothpaste; den-
tal floss; mouthwash (small bottle); 
deodorant; bars of soap; body wash; 
lotion (small bottle); disposable ra-

zors; shaving cream; combs/brushes; 
pocket tissues (no boxes); hand sani-
tizer (travel size); nail clippers; sturdy 
backpacks (at least 17 inches deep 
and dark color); and notes of thanks.
Only new items will be accepted.
Personal care items and monetary 

donations will be accepted at the Red 
Cross Office in Harrisburg (1804 N. 
Sixth St.), as well as all local Red 
Cross offices throughout central 

Pennsylvania. Each of Karns Foods 
eight supermarkets are also collect-
ing donations. Contact your local 
Red Cross office for business hours 
or visit www.redcross.org/centralpa 
for more information.
All questions concerning the Totes 

of Hope Program should be directed 
to Lori Demchak at lori.demchak@
redcross.org or 717-257-1822, ext. 
1251.

Contributed photo

Totes of Hope Chairperson Lori Demchak with several donated items 
that will be used to fill backpacks.

Personal 
care items 
needed for 
homeless 
veterans

Pennsylvania taxpayers can deposit 
their state income tax refund directly 
into an existing, tax-exempt Pennsyl-
vania 529 College Savings Program 
account. 
With the new option, all or a por-

tion of a refund can be sent to one or 
multiple accounts. When a taxpayer 
completes the PA-40, Personal Income 
Tax Return, he or she should enter code 
“H” and the amount in the donation 
section between lines 32-36.

Additionally, a taxpayer can submit 
a PA-Schedule P with the return when 
donating to one or more 529 College 
Savings Program accounts. 
More information is available in the 

2016 PA-40, Personal Income Tax Re-
turn Instructions. Pennsylvanians can 
open an account with as little as $15 
or $25 depending on plan selection. 
Contributions are tax exempt, and 

when using plan withdrawals for 
qualified educational expenses, they 

are not subject to tax. 
More than 200,000 people are cur-

rently saving more than $4 billion in 
the PA 529 College Savings Program, 
which provides two ways to save: 
the PA 529 Guaranteed Savings Plan 
(GSP) and the PA 529 Investment Plan 
(IP). The primary difference is the 
way the savings grow in each account. 
Visit www.PA529.com or call 800-

440-4000 to open or contribute to a 
PA 529 account.

Put income tax refund in college savings account

PennDOT looking for summer services interns
PennDOT is sponsoring an extensive 

Summer Employment Program, which 
includes government services interns. 
The program runs April through 

August to supplement the permanent 
workforce. The government services 
interns are used primarily for sum-

mer maintenance and sign upgrade 
services, and they perform laboring 
duties in maintenance organizations as 
well as worksites along the highway. 
To be eligible for consideration, can-

didates must be enrolled as a full-time 
college student for fall 2017 and have 

a valid Pennsylvania driver’s license. 
The hourly rate is $12.97. 
If interested, apply online at www.

employment.pa.gov under the “Sum-
mer Employment Positions” category. 
The technical support line is 717-787-
5703. Deadline to apply is Feb. 10.

The Friends of Union Canal Tunnel 
park is accepting applications for 
vendors for Union Canal Days 2017 
to be held May 20-21 at Union Canal 
Tunnel park in Lebanon.
Businesses and faith-based or non-

profit organizations are being sought.
Contact one of the co-chairs, Pam or 

Vince Tricamo, at ptricamo@comcast.
net or vtricamo@comast.net or 717-
272-3682 for more information or to 
request an application to become a 
part of the event. 

Vendors sought 
for Canal Days

1093 N. Union Street
Middletown
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ever without a smartphone in hand, armed with 
an app for everything, always connected or "on," 
millennials were born in an era of  emerging 
technology between 1980 and 1995, and have grown 

up in an ever-increasing digitally-enhanced environment. 
Access to technology and social media has defi ned every aspect 
of  her life, including the expectant millennial's approach to 
pregnancy. It's a drastically di� erent world than when her own 
mother was pregnant.
 But what does this over-abundance of connectivity and 
information mean for the digital-savvy millennial mom-to-be? 
Per a recent poll, for nearly 60 percent it means there is too 
much confl icting advice on tips for a healthy pregnancy. In a poll 

The millennial mom-to-be uses an app to track her 
fertility and pregnancy progress, pins nursery ideas 
on Pinterest and researches baby gear on YouTube. 
She reads online advice on everything from what to eat 
(or not), to when to talk to a doctor about prescription 
prenatal vitamins and what to do with the placenta 
after delivering.

A health†fitness†beauty guide

Mama’s Mama 
Knows Best 

conducted, 500 millennials and 500 baby boomers were asked to 
reveal details on their approach to pregnancy. While sifting through 
all the information available today was overwhelming to expectant 
millennials, only 36.2 percent of baby boomer moms, whose 
pregnancies were "pre-Google" and social media, felt this way.
 In addition, in our constantly-connected world it's common 
for people to feel license to dispense unsolicited advice to 
expectant moms. Twice as many millennial moms report they 
received advice while they were pregnant that they disregarded 
or didn't agree with as compared to baby boomer moms.
 That's why it's no surprise that with so much (often 
confl icting) sought-out and unsolicited information and advice, 
51.8 percent of  millennials said they had a hard time deciding 

which pregnancy advice to believe.
 "We have so much more information than they did years 
ago," said one millennial in the study. "I feel like millennial moms 
have a lot more pressure placed on them to do everything 'right.'"
 Thus, despite the advances in technology that make their 
pregnancies di� erent (or perhaps, more likely, because of  it), 
millennial moms are turning to their own mothers for advice, 
even more than their mothers turned to the generation before 
them. Millennials are using the "Grandma Filter" to essentially 
qualify and validate information that they are receiving from 
other sources.
 In fact, when it comes to preparing for parenting, millennials 
turn to their mother/mother fi gure more than any other 
resource on a variety of  topics. The "Grandma Filter" is number 
one when it comes to emotional/family concerns, relationship 
advice and determining what supplies she will need to register 
for. And, millennial moms also turn to their mother nearly three 
times more often than baby boomer moms would have regarding 
fi nancial concerns in preparing for a new baby.
 Even though she has so many more resources at her 
disposal, and she still goes to her doctor, spouse/signifi cant other 
and friends and other family members on many matters, the 
millennial's increased reliance on her own mother has changed 
signifi cantly over the years.
 Still, there are some elements of  pregnancy that have 
remained unchanged. More than half  of  all millennial and baby 
boomer mothers polled prepared for pregnancy by taking a 
childbirth class. More than 97 percent of  millennial moms and 92 
percent of  boomer moms took prenatal vitamins. In addition, 80 
percent of  both groups recognize prescription prenatal vitamins 
are the right choice for any pregnant mother.
 Which all indicates that regardless of  when they are 
pregnant, moms ultimately want what is best for her baby, but 
deciding what that is might best be determined with a slight 
tweak to the adage. In fact, "Mama's MAMA knows best." (BPT)



By David Barr
davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

Five Middletown football players 
announced their college plans Wednes-
day Feb. 1 at the high school.
Seniors Trey Michal, Malik Noon, 

Chase Snavely, Jaelen Thompson, and 
Laron Woody signed their letters of 
intent for their respective colleges this 
fall. Ethan Newton will participate in 
the April Signing Day and is expected 
to play at Lycoming College.
They were all key players on the first 

Middletown football team to advance 
all the way to the state title game.
Thompson is one of five finalists 

for the Small School 2016 Mr. PA 
Football. He was a Mid-Penn All-Star 
and on the PA Writers All State Team 
and the All Eastern PA Team. He was 
selected as Eastern PA Football Player 
of the Year. Snavely and Michal were 
Mid-Penn Conference All Stars. Sna-
vely was on the All Eastern PA Team.
We asked the five about what they will 

pursue academically in college, as well 
as their favorite Blue Raider memory 
(excluding this year’s state title game, 
as it was presumed all would say the 
title game was at the top of their list).

Malik Noon
Parents: Tyrone and Michelle Noon
College: Lock Haven University
Position played at Middletown: 

tight end
Position expected to play in college: 

tight end
Major: Finance
Reason for selecting college: Being 

with old teammates while at the same 
time meeting new people and advanc-
ing his football career.
Best Memory: This year’s district 

final game against Wyomissing. “Con-
stantly going up and down the field 
and everybody got to score. That was 
a good game for the team.”

Trey Michal
Parents: Shawn and Kelli Michal
College: Lock Haven University
Position played at Middletown: 

offensive tackle
Position expected to play in college: 

offensive line (specific position to be 
determined)
Major: Secondary Education
Reason for selecting college: Felt 

like it was a great fit for him as well 
as having two former Middletown 

teammates with him there. Liked the 
campus and the coaches as well.
Best Memory: “The overall bond, 

just how close we are.”

Laron Woody
Parent: Nicole McCullough
College: Shippensburg University
Position played at Middletown: 

strong safety
Position expected to play in college: 

outside linebacker

Major: Criminal Justice
Reason for selecting college: Was 

recruited by Shippensburg and was 
treated like family while there on visit.
Best Memory: In the first-round 

playoff game against Littlestown, 
Woody hit the opposing fullback so 
hard, the fullback was knocked back 
into the running back, knocking the 
running back to the ground. His other 
memory was seeing his teammates’ 
expressions at the conclusion of the 

district title game. “It gave me that rush 
inside seeing everybody so happy.”

Chase Snavely
Parents: Ty and Karen Snavely
College: Lock Haven University
Position played at Middletown: 

quarterback
Position expected to play in college: 

quarterback
Major: Graphic Design
Reason for selecting college: Liked 

the coaches and it felt like he wanted 
to be at Lock Haven and Lock Haven 
showed more interest than other col-
leges.
Best Memory: Snavely said his best 

memory was in this year’s first round 
of states against Scranton Prep when he 
caught a touchdown from Tre Leach.

Jaelen Thompson
Parent: Darlene Harmon
College: Towson University

Position played at Middletown: 
running back/cornerback
Position expected to play in college: 

running back
Major: Business
Reason for selecting college: Liked 

the coaches and it felt like a family with 
the Towson players and close to home. 
Best Memory: As a freshman in his 

first varsity game, the first time he 
touched the ball, Thompson scored a 
touchdown.

Thirteen Lower Dauphin High School 
student-athletes announced their col-
lege choices, where they will attend to 
continue their academic and athletic 
careers.
In a National Letter of Intent sign-

ing day ceremony in the high school 
cafeteria on Wednesday, Feb. 1, the 
student-athletes, representing eight 
sports, made their announcements 
before parents, coaches, teachers and 
classmates.
 

Baseball
Jared Dunkle: Jared is the son of 

Billie Jo and Ray Dunkle. He is an 
honorable mention Mid-Penn Division 
all-star. He will continue his educa-
tion and playing career at Marywood 
University, where he will major in 
athletic training.
 

Field hockey
Emma Durantine: Emma is the 

daughter of Peter and Angela Duran-
tine. She is a two-year varsity starter 
on the field hockey team and was a 
co-captain her senior year. She is a 
second-team all-star and was named to 
the 2015 NFHCA National Academic 
Squad as a scholar of distinction. She 
will attend Franklin & Marshall Col-
lege and continue her playing career 
while majoring in microbiology.
McKenzy Lilliock: McKenzy is a 

three-year varsity starter, a NFHCA 
National Academic Squad member 
and was also named to the state’s 
all-academic squad. She will attend 
Alvernia University, major in sports 
management and continue her play-
ing career.

 Football
Daniel Beaver: Daniel is the son 

of Lori and Mark Beaver and was 
a first-team all-star on offense and 
a second-team defense all-star. He 
was a team captain and a MiniMax 
award recipient. He will continue his 
education and playing career at the 
University of Pennsylvania and major 
in business.
Justin McIntyre: Justin is the son 

of Tim and Denise McIntyre. He was 
a second-team Mid-Penn all-star at 
defensive end his senior year and has 
earned a combined six varsity letters in 
football, basketball and volleyball. He 
will attend Saint Francis University, 
where he will continue his football 
career and major in business manage-
ment and marketing.
 

Golf
Zack Fails: Zack is the son of Bill 

and Jennifer Fails. He was a Mid-Penn, 
District 3 and Regional qualifier and 
was a first-team Mid-Penn All-Star. He 
will continue his education and play-
ing career at West Chester University, 
where he will major in business.
 

Lacrosse
Michael Yarrish: Michael is the 

son of Karen and Paul Yarrish. He is 
a four-year varsity starter in lacrosse 
and was a second-team Mid-Penn 
all-star. He is also a two-year starter 
in ice hockey. He will attend Ithaca 
College and major in business while 
continuing his lacrosse playing career.
 

Soccer
Kasey Curtis: Kasey is the daughter 

of Melanie Mowery and Kevin Curtis. 
She served as co-captain of the girls 
soccer team and was a second-team 
Mid-Penn all-star. She also played 
club soccer in the community. She will 
attend Millersville University, where 
she plans to continue her academic 
and athletic careers while majoring 
in psychology.
Savannah Mushinski: Savannah is 

the daughter of Kristin and Bob Mush-
inski. She is a four-year varsity soccer 
starter and earned Mid-Penn all-star 
first team honors once and second team 
honors twice. Her senior year she was 

also the team’s most valuable player 
and earned the Al Hershey Award. 
She plans to continue her education 
and playing career at West Chester 
University, where she will pursue a 
major in the medical field.
Luke Romanoski: Luke is the son of 

Laurie Peiffer and David Romanoski. 
He is a varsity letter-winner in soccer 
and track and earned the soccer team’s 
heart-hustle award. He will attend 
Penn State’s Berks Campus, major 
in electro-mechanical engineering, 
and play soccer.
Timmy Townsend: Timmy is the son 

of Tom and Lori Townsend. He was 
a team captain on the state champion 
boys soccer team this past season and 
was named an All-American as well 
as being named first-team all-state 
and  Mid-Penn Division Player of the 
Year. He will continue his education 
and playing career at the University 
of Pittsburgh, where he will major in 
business.
Sarita Walters: Sarita is the daughter 

of Scott and Justine Walters. She is a 
four-year starter and was a first-team 
Mid-Penn divisional all-star her 
senior year and was twice named a 

second-team all-star. She also played 
club soccer in the community. She 
plans on attending Virginia Military 
Institute, where she will major in 
international studies and continue her 
playing career.
 

Softball
Kelly Palmer: Kelly is the daughter 

of Lynne and Dennis Palmer. She is 
a three-year letter winner on varsity 
heading into her senior season. She 
will attend Wesley College, major 
in nursing and continue her softball 
career.

Contributed photo

Lower Dauphin High School students who signed to continue their college careers are, front row, McKenzy Lilliock, Savannah Mushinski, 
Kelly Palmer, Kasey Curtis, Emma Durantine and Sarita Walters. Back row, Jarred Dunkle, Zack Fails, Justin McIntyre, Daniel Beaver, Michael 
Yarrish, Timmy Townsend and Luke Romanoski.
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From left, linebacker/tight end Malik Noon (Lock Haven University), quarterback Chase Snavely (Lock Haven University), lineman Trey Michal (Lock Haven University), running 
back/defensive back Jaelen Thompson (Towson University) and wide receiver/safety Laron Woody (Shippensburg University) all signed their letter of intent to play football at the 
collegiate level Wednesday afternoon. In the rear are athletics director Jeremy King, Principal Michael Carnes, Superintendent Lori Suski, and football coach Brett Myers.

Moving on, athletically and academically
Five Blue 
Raiders make 
their college 
announcements

NOON MICHAEL WOODY SNAVELY THOMPSON


