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Playoffs still 
possible for Blue 
Raider girls  B2

Credit card skimmer 
arrest made locally A3

THRIFT STORE CHANGES A8

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• STEELTON: Dissolution of  New 
Birth Christian Fellowship. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Estate of  
Florence Nye. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Notice of  Zoning 
Hearing Board Meeting. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Carl 
Freeborn. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Estate of  
Doris Hanshaw. A4
• ELIZABETHTOWN: Notice of  
Vehicle Ownership. A4
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2005 S. Market Street • Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022

717.367.6644

3 finalists 
to interview 
for PSU job

By Jason Maddux
jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

The search for Penn State Har-
risburg’s new chancellor has been 
narrowed to three candidates, 
who will be on the campus in the 
first half  of  the month for further 
interviews.

Penn State Harrisburg Chancel-
lor Mukund S. Kulkarni plans to 
retire on June 30, after more than 
30 years of  service to Penn State, 
including the last eight in his cur-
rent position. 

The three candidates are:
• Dr. William Behre, provost and 

chief  academic officer at Georgian 
Court University in Lakewood, 
New Jersey. He was scheduled to 
be on campus Feb. 6.

• Dr. John Mason, vice president 
for research and economic devel-
opment at Auburn University in 
Auburn, Alabama. He is a 1972 
Penn State Harrisburg graduate. 
He is scheduled to be on campus 
Feb. 12.

• Dr. Kumara Jayasuriya, pro-
vost and vice president for aca-
demic affairs at West Virginia 

State Univer-
sity in Institute, 
West Virginia. 
He is scheduled 
to be on campus 
Feb. 15.

William Behre 
Behre has 

nearly 25 years 
of  experience as a public school 
educator, university researcher, 
professor, faculty leader and 
higher education administrator. 

He became provost at GCU in 
February 2014, and he is respon-
sible for partnering with deans, de-
partment chairs and members of  
the President’s Cabinet, according 

One chancellor candidate 
graduated from campus 
in 1972; Kulkarni retiring

Are Suez water rates out of line?
Letter claims Middletown costs are three times the average in U.S.
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Do Middletown residents pay 
more for water and sewer than 
most people in the United States?

The new owners of  the Har-
borton Place mobile home park 
in Middletown say yes, in light of  
recent complaints residents of the 
trailer court have been making 
about their water and sewer bills.

One resident contacted the 
Press & Journal with his concerns 
recently, and multiple posts on 
the Middletown Residents United 

Facebook page — which since 
have been taken down — also 
made references to increased 
costs there.

The residents of  Harborton 
Place, which is off Vine Street 
just south of  the Pennsylvania 

Turnpike, received an unsigned 
letter dated Dec. 4, 2017, from 
Kodiak Property Management. 
That’s the company brought in 
to manage Harborton after the 
park was acquired in February 
2017 by Crown Communities, a 
real estate syndicator based in 
Cheyenne, Wyoming.

“We are aware that there have 
been several complaints from 
residents regarding water and 
sewer billing at Harborton Es-
tates. We would therefore like to 
try and set the record straight 
regarding several items,” the Dec. 

4 letter from Kodiak begins.
The letter goes on to say: 

“Middletown has some of  the 
most expensive water and sewer 
rates of  any city or borough in the 
United States — over three times 
the national average, in fact. This 
is a consequence of the agreement 
that was made between Suez and 
the Borough when Suez took over 
the Middletown water and sewer 
system, and there is nothing that 
anyone living in Middletown can 
do about it, short of  the Borough 

That’s quite a ring

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A Hummelstown man con-
victed of  stealing a car from a 
woman while she was eating at 
Hardee’s on West Main Street in 
Middletown in November 2016 
will spend a long time in prison.

Alfred Charles Carrera II, 45, 
was sentenced to 25 to 50 years in 
state prison Jan. 31 by Dauphin 

County Judge 
Deborah E. 
Curcillo.

Carrera was 
also sentenced 
to serve five 
years of  proba-
tion after he is 
released. 

He received 
credit for having been behind 
bars from Nov. 16, 2016, to Jan. 31.

A Dauphin County jury Dec. 5 
found Carrera guilty of  robbery 
of  a motor vehicle, theft by unlaw-
ful taking, and making terroristic 
threats. The theft by unlawful 
taking charge was withdrawn at 
the time of  sentencing, according 
to online court records.

Carrera was facing a manda-
tory sentence of  at least 25 years 
in state prison, as the Nov. 13, 
2016 carjacking at Hardee’s was 

his third conviction for a violent 
crime following two earlier rob-
bery convictions.

According to police reports, 
Carrera stole the Dodge Durango 
by taking the owner’s keys and 
wallet as the woman was sitting 
at a table eating in the restaurant.

Carrera was arrested three 
days later, on Nov. 16,, following a 
high-speed chase from Penbrook 
to Swatara Township.

Carrera

Man who took keys, stole car at Hardee’s gets prison

Press & Journal Staff

Award-winning journalist 
Laura Hayes joined the Press & 
Journal news team this week as 
a general assignment reporter, 
with a focus on Lower Swatara 
and Londonderry townships. 

“I’m really excited to be here,” 
Hayes said. 

For the past two-and-a-half  
years, she worked as a reporter 
at the biweekly Winona Post in 
Minnesota, covering education 
and crime. She covered stories 
ranging from murders to a po-

tential school 
closure due to 
low gradua-
tion rates. 

Hayes won 
six regional 
and statewide 
awards, most 
recently first 
place in inves-
tigative reporting among weekly 
newspapers after breaking a story 
about a school superintendent’s 
alleged plagiarism of  his doctoral 
thesis and district documents. He 
later resigned. 

Among her awards is the Min-
nesota Newspaper Association’s 
Dave Pyle New Journalist of  the 
Year.

Born and raised in Rockford, 
Illinois, Hayes has been writing 
for as long as she can remember. 
However, what started out as 
penning short stories in her math 
notebook inspired her to pursue 
a writing career. 

Hayes graduated from Luther 
College in Decorah, Iowa, in 2015, 
majoring in English with a writ-
ing emphasis and minoring in 
Russian Studies. She was involved 

in many writing-related activi-
ties, such as the college’s literary 
magazine, poetry slams and, of  
course, the school newspaper. 

“We are very fortunate to have 
Laura with us in Middletown,” 
said Press & Journal Editor Jason 
Maddux. “Her experience, skills 
and personality will be a great fit 
for us and with the community.”

In her spare time, Hayes enjoys 
going to museums, reading and 
baking. 

“I love being a reporter, and I’m 
looking forward to working with 
the team,” she said. 

Hayes joins Press & Journal as new reporter

Hayes

MasonBehre

Jayasuriya

Please see PSU, page A3

Please see WATER, page A7

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN WILSBACH

Middletown basketball players Jerrod Myers, Antonio Gamble, David Alcock and Mitch Lee examine the NBA championship ring of Dave Twardzik, right, 
before Friday’s Blue Raiders game vs. West Perry. Twardzik, who won a title as a member of the 1977 Portland Trailblazers, was a member of the 1968 
MAHS state championship basketball team that was honored at halftime. For much more on the game and the ceremony, see pages B1 and B6.

More on page A7
• How did rates get to this point? 
• Why are Harborton Place mobile 
home park residents suddenly 
seeing higher rates?
• Borough council members advised 
not to respond.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Londonderry Township has 
asked a Dauphin County Court 
judge to stop what the township 
claims is a campaign of  harass-
ment being waged against the 
township by a man over the enforc-
ing of  floodplain ordinances on 
islands in the Susquehanna River.

But the defendant in the lawsuit, 

Glenn Harmon, says in a Facebook 
post responding to the township’s 
action that he is not among the 
tenants being evicted from islands 
in the river by a compliance agree-
ment that was reached in 2016 
between the township and island 
owners York Haven Power Co.

Moreover, Harmon contends 
that the lawsuit has “nothing to do 

Please see COURT, page A5

Correction
Incorrect information was reported in a story on page A4 of the Press & Journal 
on Dec. 20, 2017. An Elizabethtown teenager was charged with possession of 
drug paraphernalia on Dec. 5, but not at Middletown Area Middle School as 
reported. The incident occurred at another location on Oberlin Road in Lower 
Swatara Township.

Londonderry goes to 
court over $85,000 in 
open records requests
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NEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD   |   LAVONNE ACKERMAN

February: Time to get sweets for your sweet

Call Maxine Etter at 944-4628 or 
email MaxineEtter@pressandjournal.com

2018Congrats, Maya!

I’m so proud of 
you. Good luck  

at State!

LOVE ALWAYS, 
Uncle Dan

An investment in 

KNOWLEDGE 
always pays the best

INTEREST
− ben franklin

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS of 2018

FINANCIAL PLANNERS

*ads shown smaller than actual size

Whether you’re family,  friends or businesses, show your pride for them with a 
full-color tribute ad in the Press And Journal’s annual special section. 

In your own words, wish them best of luck, include inspirational quotes or  
feature graduation or baby photos — make it your own! 

Coming May 2018

GR

ADUATION

2018 TRIBUTE

SAMPLES

HONORING AREA GRADS FROM:  

Middletown, Lower Dauphin & Steelton-Highspire

reserve your tribute today!

O� er Expires February 28, 2018O� er Expires February 28, 2018

for
1/2 Off

Tan Your
Valentine

15% sr. citizen discount
“beauty head-to-toe”

2 S. Union Street
Middletown, PA 17057

HAIRPORT SALON HRS.
Mon. Noon - 8 pm

Tues.-Fri. 9 am - 8 pm
Sat. 8 am - noon

Sun. Closed

HAIRPORT
full-service salon
717-944-7980

TOUCH OF CLASS 
tanning salon
717-944-2400

15% sr. citizen discount
“beauty head-to-toe”

HAIRPORT SALON HRS.

Tues.-Fri. 9 am - 8 pm

O� er Expires February 28, 2018

15% sr. citizen discountHAIRPORT

EXTENDED 
TANNING HOURS

STARTING END OF MARCH
Mon. 9 am - 9 pm

Tues.-Fri. 9 am - 9 pm
Sat. 8 am - 4 pm

Sun. 10 am - 4 pm

Get Ready
for Spring

B
uy One

at 
Reg

ular
 Pric

e

15% Penn State 
Student Discount

524 Holly Street • Elizabethtown
Conveniently located from Middletown, 

just off Route 283 and Route 230

Call anytime for 
an appointment 367-2043

JACK’S
TAX PREP

FORM 1040 ...............$85
FORM 1040A ............$75
FORM 1040EZ ..........$30

E-FILE AVAILABLE

Hello February, and let the 
sweetness begin! Now is the time 
to think about sweet things for 
that special loved one, or loved 
ones! Check out the recipe below 
and ramp up your kindness 
game. Love is in the air! 

Who cares if  it is still six 
weeks until spring shines her 
glorious sun on us? Who cares if  
it is still flipping frozen outside? 
The weather may be tundra and 
dead, but the cozy warmth of  
the oven and friends gathered 
around to play a game beats out 
the worst winter doldrums.

Invest some time in indoor 
games and a box of  brownie mix. 
I think you just may need to add 
some eggs! Play cards or any 
other board game you can find. 
Maybe a puzzle is more your 
thing? Just do it!

Have a wonderful week of  win-
ter fun! 

Birthdays 
Happy quarter-of-a-century 

birthday to David Hill. Wishing 
you the best birthday yet as you 
turn 25 on Wednesday, Feb. 7!

Happy 86th birthday to Doris 
Stauffer of  Londonderry. Many 
good wishes for a wonderful 
day to you on Thursday, Feb. 8. 
Congrats!

Reggie Williams celebrates 52 
reasons to be happy on Thurs-
day, Feb. 8. I hope your day is 
sunshiny and full of  many won-
derful blessings. Enjoy, Reggie!

Happy Sweet 16 birthday to 
Joey Spear of  Lower Swatara 
as he celebrates his honk-honk-
beep day on Thursday, Feb. 8. Be 
safe and have fun!

More cake, best wishes to 
Melissa Williams as she observes 
her me-holiday on Friday, Feb. 
9. Hoping your week is full of  
surprises, happy birthday! 

Andrew Hardison of  Lower 
Swatara marks his 23rd birth-
day on Sunday, Feb. 11. Have an 

extra-special birthday weekend! 
Margaret Reisinger of  Lower 

Swatara will hear the birthday 
song on Monday, Feb. 12. May it 
be a sweet sound to your ears, 
Margaret. Enjoy your birthday 
week!

Kaylee McCann of  Lower 
Swatara turns 17 on Feb. 12. 
Happy Lincoln’s birthday, and 
you too! Have a marvelous Mon-
day celebrating!

Happy 20th cake day to Jour-
dyn Alford of  Lower Swatara as 
she celebrates her day of  festivi-
ties and joy on Tuesday, Feb. 13.

Happy 22nd birthday to Rob-
ert Hardison of  Lower Swatara 
on Feb. 13. Have a terrific week 
celebrating!

Anniversary
Happy 41st anniversary to Bob 

and Beth Kuhn on Sunday, Feb. 
11. Have a super day enjoying 
your romantic holiday, and con-
gratulations, too!

Dinner is served
All are invited to a roast 

turkey dinner with all the trim-
mings from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 19 at Evangelical 
United Methodist Church, 157 E. 
Water St., Middletown.

The menu: turkey, stuffing, 
mashed potatoes, cranberry 
sauce, peas, beverage and des-
sert. Takeouts are available.

For more information, call 
717-944-6181.

Don’t miss this tasty dinner!

Suppertime 
Everyone is welcome to St. 

Peter’s Lutheran Church, 121 N. 
Spring St., Middletown, for the 
community dinner on Monday, 
Feb. 12. 

Doors are open 4:30 from 6:30 
p.m. or until sold out. Enter 
through the parking lot doors. 

February’s menu is lasagna, 
salad, dessert and drinks. 

There is a cost. 

Recipe for Turtle Cake 
From the  

Wedding Book Collection

1 box German Chocolate cake 
mix

1 14 oz. bag of  caramels 
3/4 c. butter
1/2 c. evaporated milk
1 c. chocolate chips
1 c. chopped nuts
Mix cake mix according to 

directions. Grease and flour a 
9-by-13-inch pan. Pour half  the 
batter in pan and bake at 350 F 
for 15 minutes.

In a sauce pan, over low heat, 
melt caramels, butter and milk 
together. Mix until smooth.

Remove cake from oven and 
pour caramel mixture over hot 
cake. Sprinkle on chocolate 
chips and nuts evenly. Pour on 
the remaining cake batter and 
bake at 350 F for 30 minutes. 
Serve. 

Valentine brunch buffet
All ladies are invited to join 

in on this February fun event: 
a Valentine brunch at 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 at Hershey 
Italian Lodge, 128 Hillcrest Road. 

This is presented by Hershey 
Area Women’s Connection, af-
filiated with Christian Women’s 
Clubs of  America.

Musicians will be Gerry and 
the Attricks, from Harrisburg, 
presenting a mini-concert fea-
turing a cappella 1950s enter-
tainment

The speaker, Suzanne Rowse 
of  Wilmington, Delaware, will 
discuss “Victory Over Life’s Dif-
ficulties” and share how forgive-
ness can bring joy and victory 
over the pain of  the past.

For reservations, call Edna at 
652-0997 or Mary at 533-3497 or 
email roseyposey3@verizon.net. 
The deadline is Feb. 9.

Sweetheart Banquet
Middletown First Church of  

God, 245 W. High St.,  will hold 
its annual Sweetheart Banquet 
at 6 p.m. Feb. 10.

Dinner will include appetiz-
ers, salad, New York strip roast, 
roasted potatoes, a vegetable and 
dessert. “The Not-So-Newlywed 
Game” will follow.

Tickets are $10 per person 
and can be purchased by calling 
the church at 717-944-9608 or by 
email at mdtcog@comcast.net.

Everyone is welcome. 

Quote of the Week
“The most serious charge 

which can be brought against 
New England is not Puritanism, 
but February.” — Joseph Wood 
Krutch, American nature writer.

Question of the Week
What indoor activities do you 

enjoy the most in February?
“Read. I like ‘Wonder.’” — Ja-

son Maldonado, 10, Middletown.
“I have fun cheerleading.” — 

Cali Williams, 7, Middletown. 
“I like to do gymnastics.” — 

Nadia Fairchild, 8, Middletown.
“I like doing crafts with my 

mom, drawing especially!” 
— Miranda Burdsal, 8, Lower 
Paxton.

“I like making Valentine's Day 
cards. I have a kit with stick-
ers.” — Anna Benkovic, 8, Lower 
Swatara.

“Drinking hot chocolate with 
marshmallows and sprinkles!” 
— Jon Benkovic, 7, Lower 
Paxton.

Proverb for the Week 
Wisdom is too high for a fool; 

in the assembly at the gate he 
has nothing to say (24:7).

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

Two Lower 
Dauphin High 
School seniors 
recently were 
h o n o re d  by 
area service 
clubs.

Adeline Ges-
ford was se-
lected as Young 
Woman of  the Month for January 
by the Hummelstown Women’s 
Club.

Adeline is the daughter of  Roy 
and Dawn Gesford. She is a four-
year member of  the girls soccer 
team. She is a four-year member 
of  the Mini-THON committee. She 
is a counselor in Lower Dauphin’s 
outdoor education program and 
is a buddy for Special Olympics. 
She is also a student-coach for the 
middle school girls soccer team.

In the com-
munity, she is 
very active in 
her church, 
Spring Creek 
C h u r c h  o f  
t h e  B r e t h -
ren, working 
at camps and 
Vacation Bible 

School. She volunteers at the 
Ronald McDonald House and at 
the Hershey Medical Center. She 
also plays club soccer with LDC 
United and participates as a coach 
in the TOPS soccer program.

She plans to attend Pennsylva-
nia College of  Technology and 
major in surgical technology 
and continue her soccer playing 
career.

Colby Stiffler was named Young 
Student of  the Month for January 

by the Rotary Club of  Hummel-
stown.

Colby is the son of Don and Erika 
Stiffler. At the high school, he is an 
accomplished vocalist performing 
in the Chamber Singers and men’s 
a cappella. He is been involved 
with the spring musical for the 
past two years and will be Franz 
in this year’s production of  “The 
Sound of  Music.” 

Colby also has served as a choir 
intern with both the mixed chorus 
and middle school choirs for the 
past three years.

In the community, he is active 
with Boy Scouts, earning his 
Eagle Scout award. He also works 
part-time.

He plans to attend Shippensburg 
University and earn a degree in 
entrepreneurial business and 
marketing.

Gesford Stiffler

Levi Back-
w a l t e r  a n d 
Kayla Finster-
bush of  Middle-
town Area High 
School were 
recognized as 
Students of  the 
Month for Jan-
uary 2018 by the 
Hershey Rotary Club on Jan. 22.

Backwalter is vice president of  
Youth and Government, works 
with school TV production and 

the Raider Pack 
Program and 
volunteers at 
the Kenbrook 
Bible Camp, 
where he serves 
as counselor. 
Levi plans to 
attend Messi-
ah College and 

study engineering. 
Finsterbush is on Student Coun-

cil, Mini-THON, Key Club, Link 
Crew, GSA, chorus and softball. 

She interns at Kunkel Elemen-
tary School, assists in Girl Scout 
training, and works part-time at 
Kmart. She plans to attend Mill-
ersville University and get dual-
certification in Special Education 
and Early Childhood Education.

Each month, Hershey Rotary 
Club recognizes students from 
Hershey High School, Milton 
Hershey School and Middletown 
Area High School. For more infor-
mation on Hershey Rotary, visit 
www.HersheyRotary.org.

FinsterbushBackwalter

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

LD’s Gesford, Stiffler receive honors

MAHS’s Backwalter, Finsterbush recognized

WWII vet, witness to Iwo Jima flag-raising, to speak
Japanese submarines and ka-

mikaze attacks weren’t the only 
threats facing Richard “Dick” 
Donald and his fellow crew mem-
bers on the destroyer escort USS 
Melvin R. Nawman. Typhoons 
also took their toll, including one 
near the Philippines on Dec. 18, 
1944 that sank three destroyers. 
According to Donald, the storm 
raged for 36 hours, with waves as 
high as 100 feet and 155 mph winds.

The 92-year old veteran will 
recount his wartime experiences 
at the monthly meeting of  the 
Central PA WWII Roundtable at 7 

p.m. Thursday, March 1 at Grace 
United Methodist Church, 433 E. 
Main St., Hummelstown.

Donald served as a “ping jock-
ey,” the term used to describe so-
narmen, sailors trained to search 
for enemy submarines. He and his 
crew saw significant action off the 
coast of  Iwo Jima in February 1945. 
It was there that Donald witnessed 
the raising of  the American flag 
atop Mount Suribachi. 

Donald was involved in seven 
Pacific invasions in World War II. 
He also served aboard a destroyer 
during the Korean War.

The Central Pennsylvania WWII 
Roundtable is a nonprofit organi-
zation that provides a forum for 
veterans, authors, historians and 
others to share their knowledge 
and experiences related to the war. 
Meetings are held the first Thurs-
day of  every month at 7 p.m. at the 
church. Anyone with an interest in 
World War II is invited. There are 
no membership or admission fees.

For information, contact Charlie 
Lloyd at charlie.centralpaww2rt@
gmail.com or 717-503-2862, or visit 
the organization’s website at www.
centralpaww2roundtable.org.
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Middletown Sons of  American Legion Post 594
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8 am to 1 pm

$850 adults 
$450 kids under 10

Omelets • Home Fries • Ham & 
Sausage • Creamed Chipped 

Beef  • Scrambled Eggs
 Biscuits & Waffles • Assorted 

Fruit • Cinnamon Rolls

-open to public-
Sunday, February 11th

BREAKFAST BUFFET

*  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH 
10 am - 5 pm

*  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH 
Noon - 5 pm

*  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH 
10 am - 5 pm

3-DAY RENO SALE
at The Middletown Thrift Shop

BAG 
SALE$7/bag

Proceeds benefit the repair & 
renovation of The Middletown 
Thrift Shop building.

@ 17 South Union Street
middletown

Only

Braden Albert 
LONDONDERRY TOWNSHIP

 Braden Connor Albert, 13, 
of  Londonderry Township, was 

Julie Miller
MIDDLETOWN

 Julie Ann Miller, 48, of  Middle-
town, passed away on Thursday, 
February 1, 2018 at M.S. Hershey 
Medical Center. She was born on 
July 14, 1969 in Harrisburg, Penn-
sylvania, the daughter of  Judith A. 
Stine and the late Timothy Drayer. 
She was the wife of  Edward D. 
Miller.

 Surviving are her husband, 
mother, grandmother, Joyce I. 
Stine, sons, Dallas and Hunter 
Miller, daughter, Nichole Moore, 
sisters, Emily Castillo and Allena 
J. O’Neil, and two grandsons.

 Private memorial services will 
be held at the convenience of  the 
family.

 Matinchek Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services, Inc., 260 East 
Main Street, Middletown, Pa. has 
been entrusted with handling the 
arrangements.

 Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

granted his angel wings on Satur-
day, February 3, 2018 at his home 
following a lifelong battle with 
MECP2 Duplication Syndrome.

 A tribute to Braden’s life will be 
held on Thursday, February 8, 2018 
at LCBC, 2392 Mount Joy Road, 
Manheim, PA 17545, with Pastor 
Keith Walker officiating.  There 
will be a viewing from 1 to 2 p.m., 
followed by the service at 2 p.m.

 Interment will be at Hillsdale 
Cemetery, Londonderry Town-
ship.

 In lieu of  flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made in 
Braden’s name to Rett Syndrome 
Research Trust, 67 Under Cliff 
Road, Trumbull, CT 06611.

to the school’s website. As pro-
vost, he is also charged with 
academic program develop-
ment and review, research and 
sponsored projects, and faculty 
development. 

He earned a doctorate in educa-
tion with a focus on special educa-
tion policy from the University 
of  Michigan, has a master’s of  
science degree in education from 
Hunter College and a bachelor’s 
degree in economics from Vassar 
College. He worked briefly with a 
New York public relations firm be-
fore entering the education field.

Prior to joining GCU, he was on 
the leadership team at The Col-
lege of  New Jersey. He served as 
vice provost, interim vice provost, 
and as assistant vice president 
for grants, enterprise initiatives, 
and summer and off-campus 
programs. He is a former dean 
of  TCNJ’s School of  Education.

Behre lived in Pennsylvania 
for 16 years, in Bucks County, 
when he worked for The College 
of  New Jersey, so he said he’s 
familiar with the Pennsylvania 
educational system.

“I value strong institutions that 
serve first-generation students, 
who might not otherwise have 
access to education,” he told 
the Press & Journal. “Smaller 
institutions serve this really, re-
ally well.”

He said Penn State is in a great 
situation to have the large main 
campus that serves one set of  
needs while having branch cam-
puses that help serve another.

Behre said there is a great deal 
of  similarity between PSU Har-
risburg and The College of  New 
Jersey in terms of  the scope of  
degrees.

“I think I’m very good at help-
ing faculty build programs to lead 
students through to graduation,” 
he said. “I have a broad back-
ground in higher ed governance.”

He said he understands the con-
cerns some residents have about 
colleges in their communities.

“Any college in a community is 
probably seen in that community 
as a mixed blessing. Colleges 
bring traffic, potentially noise, 
all those types of  things,” he said.

He added: “What a college can 
bring is engagement.”

The enthusiasm of  students 
can be marshaled to enrich the 
community, he said.

While at The College of  New 
Jersey, a center there helped 
mobilize 1,400 students to go out 
and do significant amounts of  
service in the community, from 
working at soup kitchens and 
environmental cleanup to help-
ing translate documents from 
English into other languages.

He said he is excited to have 
gotten this far in the interview 
process.

“When you get to this state, it’s 
an interview in both directions. 
They are trying to figure out 
who this guy is and if  he is the 
right person to lead this campus. 
I’m trying to figure out the same 
thing, as it relates to my career,” 
he said.

“There’s a lot of  potential for 
the college to be seen as a real 
benefit to the community.”

John Mason
John Mason received his bach-

elor’s degree in transportation 

technology from Penn State Har-
risburg in 1972, one of  the first 
years there was a graduating class 
from the college that then was 
known as the Capital Campus.

Since then, he has had a varied 
career that has taken him to Texas 
A&M for his doctorate degree in 
civil engineering, 20 years in a 
variety of  jobs at Penn State’s 
main campus in University Park, 
and nearly 10 years at Auburn 
University in Auburn, Alabama.

As vice president at Auburn, 
he serves on the president’s 
cabinet and provides leadership 
for strategic planning for the 
university’s research enterprise 
and economic development ini-
tiatives, according to the univer-
sity’s website. 

He is responsible for eco-
nomic and research program 
development, public and private 
externally sponsored programs, 
technology transfer, commer-
cialization efforts, the Auburn 
University Cyber-Initiative, and 
the Auburn University Hunts-
ville Research Center. His duties 
include budget planning and al-
locations, personnel, compliance, 
economic development relations, 
and research related legislative 
(federal and state) initiatives. 

He worked at the University 
Park campus from 1987 to 2008, 
the last 11 as the associate dean 
of  the College of  Engineering. 
He was also the director of  the 
Pennsylvania Transportation 
Institute, Penn State’s transpor-
tation research center, from 2005 
to 2008 and a professor of  civil 
engineering, among other roles.

He holds a bachelor of  science 
degree in transportation from 
Penn State University, a master’s 
of  science degree in transporta-
tion engineering from Villanova 
University, and a doctorate in civil 
engineering from Texas A&M 
University. He is a registered 
professional engineer licensed 
in Pennsylvania.

He is working on the Capital 
Campaign fundraiser for Penn 
State Harrisburg. From 1988 to 
1990, he was on the board of  di-
rectors of  the Alumni Society for 
Penn State Harrisburg and chair-
man of  the bylaws committee.

In 2012, he received the Penn 
State Harrisburg Alumni 
Achievement Award, from the 
School of  Science, Engineering 
and Technology, for “leadership 
in the profession and significant 
contributions to the betterment 
of  society.”

“I just simply have an affinity 
and a passion for that place,” 
Mason told the Press & Journal 
about Penn State Harrisburg.

“It was an excellent opportu-
nity for me when I was an under-
graduate student, and I’m just so 
proud to see how it’s matured. It 
would be exciting to come back 
there and work with that group 
of  students and faculty and share 
some of  the things I’ve done over 
my career and hopefully be of  
some benefit to Penn State Har-

risburg,” he said.
He and his wife are from the 

Allentown/Bethlehem area. He 
spent his first two years at the 
Penn State Allentown campus 
before getting his degree here.

Attending Penn State Harris-
burg worked well for him, he said, 
because it was an affordable place 
and he could work on weekends or 
on breaks and afford the tuition.

He has had his eye on the chan-
cellor job.

“When I heard of  the opportu-
nity, I said, ‘Boy that’s something 
I’ve been thinking about for a long 
time.’ Sometimes you have to wait 
for certain things to line up as an 
opportunity,” he said.

He has been impressed with 
how Penn State Harrisburg has 
advanced to “almost a destination 
campus” with a large number 
of  international students and a 
diverse student body, he said.

When he attended Penn State 
Harrisburg, there was a diversity 
as well, but he said it had more to 
do with life experiences.

“You had returning (Vietnam) 
veterans — our senior in age, 
older than most of  us — to learn 
from them the experiences they 
had, that always stuck with me 
that it was a campus that had the 
traditional people coming up from 
high school but also was more of  
an adult population, completing 
their degrees,” he said.

In the early 1970s, graduation 
was held at University Park. How-
ever, he said, Hurricane Agnes 
wiped out those plans.

Other than his experience in 
the Penn State system, he said one 
of  his strengths is the interest he 
said he’s always had in teaching 
and working with students.

He said working in the Penn 
State system previously is also a 
huge benefit.

“It was good to have an under-
standing of  the people and the 
mind-set at University Park and 
being familiar with the way the 
system works and the organiza-
tional chart,” he said.

“When someone said, ‘What’s 
going on there in Harrisburg?’ I 
could stand up and say, ‘I know 
exactly what’s going on in Har-
risburg. Let me tell you about it.’ 
I was more of  an advocate also. 
There was a definite allegiance 
to the place,” he said.

While there will be plenty of  
questions asked of  him during 
his visit, he also plans to gather 
information from students and 
faculty and listen.

“I want to find out from the 
students, what kind of  issues are 
they facing? Tuition is an obvious 
one. But there could be other 
things. The probability of  getting 
a class when you need it. What 
about the facilities? Advising? 
Have the students been placed in 
jobs after graduation? I’m trying 
to get a feel for their production 
because you are an institution and 
the production is the students. 
So I’d like to know what are the 

students’ concerns,” he said.
He said the “town and gown 

relationship” between a college 
and its surrounding community 
involves constant discussion.

“I would be arguing it’s a win-
win situation. There are commu-
nities that would love to have an 
academic institution as a driver 
in their community. There’s got 
to be an open dialogue with com-
munity leaders, leadership on 
campus, dialogue with students 
about the realties of  life. I don’t 
think there’s a playbook per se,” 
he said.

He cited one of  his titles at 
Auburn, which is vice president 
for economic development, which 
requires him to do a lot of  out-
reach, including with the local 
mayor and developers.

“I think that’s very important, 
that the university shouldn’t be 
separate from the local commu-
nity. They should be an integrated 
whole,” he said.

To attract good students, you 
need scholarly faculty, he said.

“My background in the re-
search area, I really encourage 
faculty to keep coming up with 
new knowledge. That way, the 
students are the best-trained 
students. It really affects the 
curriculum. To me, I don’t see 
research as something separate. 
But research makes the faculty 
member give better information 
to the students,” he said.

Kumara Jayasuriya
Jayasuriya was appointed 

provost and vice president for 
academic affairs at West Virginia 
State in July 2014. He previously 
served as associate vice chancel-
lor for academic affairs and a pro-
fessor of  mathematics at Purdue 
University North Central, from 
2011 to 2014. From 1993 to 2011, 
Jayasuriya served in a variety of  
positions at Indiana University 
East, rising from assistant pro-
fessor of  mathematics to dean 
of  the School of  Natural Science 
and Mathematics. 

During his tenure at the Indiana 
University System, he received 
numerous teaching awards in-
cluding the Faculty Colloquium 
on Excellence in Teaching which 
is presented to a faculty member 
who has demonstrated an excep-
tional commitment to teaching 
and learning through areas of  
self-evaluation, course prepara-
tion, research, instructional skills 
and student impact, according to 
the West Virginia State website. 
In 2003, he received the highest 
faculty honor awarded at IUE, the 
Helen Lees award for excellence 
in teaching.

Jayasuriya was one of  15 indi-
viduals chosen from the Midwest 
and Western regions of the United 
States to serve on the Higher 
Learning Commission’s “Design 
Think Tank,” a committee asked 
to design the organization’s Acad-
emy of  Persistence and Comple-
tion, addressing retention and 
graduation rates.

Jayasuriya earned his doctor-
ate in mathematics from the Uni-
versity of  Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
in 1993. 

He holds a master of  science 
from Southern Illinois Univer-
sity and earned his bachelor of  
science from the University of  
Colombo-Sri Lanka.

Attempts to reach Jayasuriya 
for comment were unsuccessful.

PSU: Chancellor candidates will be on local campus for interviews
From page A1

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A routine traffic stop by Middle-
town police led to police arrest-
ing two people from Brooklyn, 
New York, for possession of  a 
“skimming device” used to steal 
information from credit and debit 
cards that are used at bank ma-
chines and gas pumps.

This is the first time borough 
police have recovered a skimming 
device in Middletown, although 
“dozens” of  borough residents 
have reported being victims of  
these devices, both in Middletown 
and elsewhere, Detective Gary 
Rux told the Press & Journal.

Possession of  a skimming 
device is illegal, Rux said, add-
ing “what legal purpose would 
someone have” to possess such 
a device.

Arrested on Feb. 3 was the 
driver of  the 2008 Volkswagen 
Passat, 24-year-old Shelwah Na-

thaniel Tampa; and passenger 
Andrew T. Andujar, 25.

According to police records, a 
borough police officer attempted 
to pull the vehicle over shortly 
after 6 p.m. on Feb. 3 as the car 
was on Vine Street in Middletown.

The officer followed the car out 
of  town to Vine and Red Bridge 
Road in Londonderry Township, 
where the car was pulled over. 
Middletown police were assisted 
at the scene by Lower Swatara 
Township police.

Besides the skimming device, 
police also found in the vehicle 
marijuana, several credit and gift 
cards, cartons of  cigarettes, Red 
Bull, and laundry detergent. Po-
lice believe that all the merchan-
dise was purchased fraudulently.

The vehicle was registered to a 
woman from New York who was 
not present at the time.

Tamba was arraigned before 
District Judge David O’Leary on 
Feb. 4 and charged with felony 

counts of  possessing and us-
ing the skimming device to ac-
cess information, misdemeanor 
counts including possession of  
an instrument of  crime, use/
possession of  drug paraphernalia 
and possession of  marijuana, and 
traffic summary counts of  having 
no rear lights and no headlights.

Bail was set at $25,000. Tamba 
was not listed as being in Dauphin 
County Prison.

Andujar was arraigned before 
O’Leary on Feb. 4 and faces the 
same charges, except for the traf-
fic citations. Bail for Andujar was 
also set at $25,000, and he is not 
listed as being in DCP.

A preliminary hearing for both 
men has been set for Feb. 20 before 
District Judge David Judy.

Skimming devices such as the 
one police found are usually at-
tached to an outdoor machine that 
people use at a bank, such as an 
automated teller machine, or at 
a self-service gas pump.

Criminals use the device to 
clone credit card data from a 
credit/debit card as the user is 
making a legitimate transaction 
using the ATM or the gas pump. 

When a credit or debit card is 
swiped through the skimmer, the 
device captures and stores all the 
details stored on the magnetic 
strip of  the card. This information 
is then used to clone the card, or 
to make fraudulent purchases or 
withdrawals, police said.

The best way to avoid being a 
victim of  a skimmer is to be aware 
when you are using an ATM or a 
gas pump, Rux said.

If  you see a device attached to 
the ATM or gas pump that seems 
out of  place, or something that 
you would not ordinarily expect 
to see, don’t use the device.

Rux suggests that you go inside 
and ask the merchant about the 
device. If  it turns out that the 
device is a skimmer, you should 
also contact police, he said.

Two New York men arrested for 
possessing credit card skimmer

“I value strong 
institutions that serve 
first-generation students, 
who might not otherwise 
have access to education.”

William Behre

“I think that’s very 
important, that the 
university shouldn’t be 
separate from the local 
community. They should 
be an integrated whole.”

John Mason
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ADOPT: Nurturing couple 
will provide a stable, secure 
home, full of unconditional love 
for your baby. Expenses paid. 
Call/Text 646-983-1623. Lisa 
and Brian.

Sr. SAP Functional Analyst 
(Harrisburg, PA): Analyze 
ABAP extensions related to 
collection mgmt and identify 
& make changes to improve 
systems. Req: Bach in Comp 
Sc/Bus./Finance/related + 5 
yrs exp. Mail resumes: M&K 
Technovations, Inc., 225 Market 
St., #510, Harrisburg, PA 17101. 
(2/7)

Driver Owner Operators 
CDL “A” HOME DAILY! Industry 
Leading Pay Structure! 
Harrisburg and Allentown, PA. 
All dispatched miles paid – 
loaded and empty! Call 1-800-
756-7433 www.triplecrownsvc.
com

For sale: 6-½ foot Trifecta 
bed cover off a 2014 Dodge 
Ram 1500. Two years old, like 
new. Call 717-892-8823.

For sale: Brand new Orion 
Spaceprobe #3 Reflector 
Telescope with additional 
accessories, $100; Bowflex 
Exercise Machine. Excellent 
condition, $100. Call 717-433-
6030. 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students – 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill 
– Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 800-567-0404 Ext.300N

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to any per-
son who has interest or owner-
ship of a 1995 Mazda 626DX VIN: 
1YVGE22C6S5427119 PA Lic # 
KLF0682 located at Geyers Garage 
LLC Elizabethtown, PA.  Please contact 
the garage at (717) 944-3973.

#122 0124-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate Notice

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted in 
the following estate. All person in-
debted to the said estate are required 
to make payments and those having 
claims or demands are to present the 
same without delay to the Executors 
named below.
ESTATE OF DORIS J. HANSHAW, 
late of Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
(died December 20, 2017)
Kristen L. Hanshaw-Floyd, Executor 
and Dominic Montagnese, Attorney 
624 North Front Street, Wormleysburg, 
PA  17043

#123 0124-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Letters of Administration on the Estate 
of Carl Timothy Freeborn, Deceased, 
late of the Borough of Middletown, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, having 
been granted to the undersigned, all 
persons indebted to said estate are 
requested to make immediate pay-
ments, and those having claims will 
present them for settlement to:

John S. Davidson, Esquire
 Administrator

Yost & Davidson 
320 West Chocolate Avenue

P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA  17033

#125 0131-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF HEARING BOROUGH 

OF 
MIDDLETOWN  ZONING HEARING 

BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Zoning Hearing Board of the Borough of 
Middletown will meet to conduct a hear-
ing on Thursday, February 15, 2017, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. in Borough Hall, 
60 West Emaus Street, Middletown, 
PA, regarding the following appeal:
The Board will consider the application 
of Ian T. Reddinger, 281 East Main 
Street, Middletown. The property is 
a vacant non-conforming lot located 
at 721 Few Avenue (Tax Parcel No. 
42-033-029) and is Zoned R-1. The 
property is under agreement of sale 
from Mutasim H. Elganzoory, 1261 
Surrey Circle #4, Anchorage, Alaska.  
Applicant is proposing to construct a 
single family detached dwelling and 
is requesting variances to side yard 
setbacks from the required twelve (12) 
feet to zero (0) feet and reduced front 
& rear yard setbacks from the required 
thirty (30) feet to twenty (20) feet under 
Zoning Ordinance Section 260-405.
All persons interested in attending the 
hearing should use the rear entrance of 
Borough Hall; parking is available in the 
rear of the building and enter though 
the Glass Door. The hearing will be 
held on the Second Floor in Council 
Chambers which can be accessed via 
the rear lobby elevator or stairs.
Al Geosits
Zoning & Code Officer 

#127 0131-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted 
in the following estate. All persons 
indebted to the said estate are required 
to make payments and those having 
claims or demands are to present the 
same without delay to the Executors 
named below.
ESTATE OF FLORENCE NYE, late of 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, (died 
December 4, 2017). Jay Nye, Executor 
and Dominic Montagnese, Attorney: 
624 North Front Street, Wormleysburg, 
PA  17043.

#129 0207-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Directors of New Birth Christian Fellow-
ship, Inc., a Pennsylvania Non-profit 
corporation having its registered office 
at 631 Lincoln Street, Steelton, Dau-
phin County, Pennsylvania, approved 
a proposal to dissolve the corporation 
and that the Board of Directors is now 
engaged in winding up and settling 
the affairs of said corporation in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the 
Pennsylvania Non-profit Corporation 
Law of 1988, as amended. 
The Law Offices of Michael Cherewka
624 North Front Street
Wormleysburg, PA  17043

#130 0207-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

WANTED:
FULL-TIME 

PRESS ASSISTANT
& PART-TIME 
POST-PRESS 

HELPER
FOR BUSY COMMERCIAL PRINTERY IN 

MIDDLETOWN

TO QUALIFY, YOU MUST:
• BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE

• WORK DAY & NIGHT SHIFTS
• BE ABLE TO LIFT 50 LBS.

applications must be filled out in-person 
contact maxine etter for more details

(717) 944-4628 
20 south union street, middletown

END 
ROLLS

PLAIN NEWSPRINT
$5 & $10

Various Sizes & Lengths

20 S. Union Street, Middletown
944-4628

Get 
creative!

Ten persons, including five 
children, were made homeless 
by the spectacular blaze which 
threatened the entire village of  
about 80 cottages. 

The fire started in the cottage 
owned by David Reigle, Hummel-
stown, and tenanted by Mr. and 
Mrs. Christ Via and their two chil-
dren. The second cottage, owned 
by James E. Ruby, 120 E. Emaus 
Street, and tenanted by Mr. and 
Mrs. Addison Weaver and three 
children, was also destroyed. Mr. 
Weaver was working at Olmsted 
Air Force Base at the time the 
fire broke out. 

Other cottages destroyed were 
tenanted by Mrs. Zola Hykes, 
owned by J.H. Stump, Hummel-
stown, and an unoccupied cottage 
owned by John Srow, East Main 
Street, Middletown. 

Telephone calls summoned the 
Union and Liberty fire companies 
from town; also Hummelstown, 
Hershey, Union Deposit, Bressler, 
Steelton and Harrisburg. Upon 
the arrival of the Middletown fire-
men, a relay hose was laid to the 
Swatara Creek nearby, and water 
pumped for about 300 yards. 

Earl Gruber, town, one of  the 
Union Hose Company firemen, 

was credited with saving several 
other homes from destruction by 
standing by with a chemical line 
to drive the flames away from 
the fifth cottage at the end of  the 
burning row. He is reported suf-
fering, from burns of  the arms 
and face and had to have medi-
cal, attention. This cottage was 
occupied by Donald Tetzloff. 

Burgess Ludwig and Red Cross 
officials of  Hummelstown took 
care of  the homeless families, 
who were quartered with neigh-
bors for the night.

The blaze was not brought un-
der control until about 11:30 p.m. 

Other headlines
• Rampaging Blue Raiders trounce Lemoyne
• Fire destroys newspapers en route to P.O.
• National rose show to be at Hershey
• Approval of  federal school grant in doubt

News from the Feb. 8, 1952 edition of  the Press & Journal

Hot buys
• For sale: Home with six rooms and modern 

bath. Hot water, heat. Lot 40 by 120 feet. Rife 
Street, Upper Royalton. Also, 10-room house on 
lot of  60-by-175 feet. Penn Street, Upper Roy-
alton. With complete set of  dishes, aluminum 
pots and pans, two beds, two bureaus, three 
Cogswell chairs, library table, studio couch and 
chiffrobe. B.W. Lehman, agent. Dial Middle-
town 4445.

• 1950 Ford Club Coupe. Low mileage, one 
owner. $1,495. J.A. Plasterer & Son, Highspire.

Four cottages leveled 
by fire at Stovedale
Families routed by oil stove explosion

Gen. Whitten new 
commander of 
Middletown base

Air Force Headquarters in Washington, D.C., 
has announced the appointment of  Maj. Gen. 
Lyman P. Whitten to the post of  commanding of-
ficer of  the Middletown Air Materiel Area, which 
includes the Olmsted Air Force Base, succeeding 
Brig. Gen. Thomas B. Mc-Donald, who had been 
stationed in Middletown since October 1950. 

Whitten, who is 54 years old, will come to 
Middletown on April 21 from his present post as 
commanding general of  the Northwest Command, 
with headquarters in Newfoundland. No new as-
signment has been named as yet for McDonald. 

The new assignment for Whitten will come al-
most as a birthday gift. He will be 55 on April 25. 
He is a native of  Malden, Massachusetts, and has 
been in the service since 1917, entering following 
his graduation from Massachusetts Institute of  
Technology. 

The Middletown Board of  Health moved to ac-
tion today against the local wave of  illness believed 
to be caused by a virus infection and sweeping 
many sections of  Dauphin County. 

Faced with an apparently increasing epidemic 
among the school age population of  the commu-
nity of  colds, fever and virus infection, the board 
has taken action to close public assemblies which 
include large numbers of  young people. 

To this end the local theater is closed to all those 
of  school age or under, the program of  the MCSO 
is likewise curtailed, and the junior high basket-
ball game for Friday afternoon is postponed. The 
officers of  the churches are asked to curtail their 
programs for young people. 

Likewise it is expected that soda fountains 
and confectionery stores will limit gatherings 
of  young people. 

During the first three days of  the week, absence 
in the high school reached 25 percent and the 
Feaser Building was equally affected. On Wednes-
day, when the absence reached almost 300 pupils, 
hope of  abatement without closing was given up. 

The school physician and board physician urged 
closing to halt the spread of  the epidemic and 
urge pupils take all precautions, avoid exposure, 
get as much rest as possible and stay quietly at 
home. It is expected that with an improvement in 
weather conditions and this period of  segregation 
that program activities may return to normal, 
Monday, Feb. 11. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: If you are a regular reader of From The Vault, you know that the older the edition of the Press & 
Journal we feature, the fewer photos appear. This illustration is from a Grove Chevrolet ad for a truck. Ads were 
one of the few places to find photos or illustrations during this time. Few appeared with news stories. Grove 
Chevrolet was located at 452 E. Main St., Middletown. It just recently closed.
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By Dan Miller 
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

With about 500 public school 
districts in Pennsylvania, Acting 
Secretary of  the Commonwealth 
Robert Torres has to be careful 
who he is rooting for.

But as he lives in Lower Swatara 
Township and has two children 
attending the Middletown Area 
School District, he’d like nothing 
better than to see the Blue Raiders 
win the Governor’s Civic Engage-
ment Award for registering to vote 
85 percent or more of  the senior 
class.

“Try to achieve 100 percent 
registration,” Torres told seniors 
and juniors during an assembly 
on Friday, Feb. 1 at Middletown 
Area High School. “As my home 
district, I would like you to go for 
it and get as close to that 100 per-
cent mark as you can. You’ll help 
me to get bragging rights, which 
I think is cool.”

Torres, whose office is respon-
sible for elections in Pennsylvania, 
was accompanied at the assembly 
by Inspire U.S., a nonpartisan 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to registering students and young 
people to vote and to get them ac-
tive in elections.

Following remarks by Torres, 
voter registration forms — and 
pens to fill them out on the spot — 

were passed out to the students by 
high school social studies teachers 
and by Sarah Weber, Pennsylvania 
regional coordinator for Inspire 

U.S., and Hilary Kinney, West 
Virginia regional coordinator for 
Inspire U.S.

“We just started in Pennsyl-

vania,” Weber told the Press & 
Journal before the assembly. “We 
reached out to a lot of  different 
schools. Middletown was inter-
ested in hosting us.”

Besides Middletown, Inspire 
U.S. has given these student as-
semblies at Harrisburg, Steelton-
Highspire and Carlisle Area school 
districts, Weber said.

“I feel it’s very important that 
my voice is heard through my 
votes during elections. The Inspire 
U.S. mission is an awesome thing, 
as before this meeting I had no 
idea where to begin registering to 
vote. I think the idea of  an easily 
accessible application will help 
drive voter registration and turn 
out for future elections,” student 
Logan Witmer said.

Torres told the students that 
nationwide, 31 percent of  18- and 
19-year-old high school students 
registered to vote for the election 
in 2016, but only 28 percent voted.

As for as overall voter turnout, 
70 percent of  eligible voters voted 
in the presidential election in 
Pennsylvania in 2016. But only 26 
percent did so in the 2017 munici-
pal elections, Torres said.

“In fact, over the past five 
municipal elections or off-year 
elections, as they are sometimes 
referred to, going back to 2007 
we did not get over 30 percent of  
registered citizens to vote,” Torres 

told the students. “Think about 
that — last year essentially one 
out of  every four registered vot-
ers made decisions for the other 
75 percent.”

In the 2018 election, the students 
will have a hand in choosing the 
next governor and lieutenant 
governor, members of  the U.S. 
Congress, and members of  the 
state House and Senate.

April 16 is the deadline to regis-
ter to vote in the May 15 primary. 
Oct. 9 is the deadline to register 
to vote in the election on Nov. 7.

First-time voters are required to 
show identification when they go 
to the polling place, Torres said. He 
encouraged the students to visit 
votespa.com for more information 
on voting and getting involved in 

elections.
Quoting President Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt, Torres said: 
“Nobody will ever deprive the 
American people of  the right to 
vote except the American people 
themselves, and the only way they 
could do this is by not voting.”

Middletown Area High School 
would qualify for the Silver Level 
of  the Governor’s Civic Engage-
ment Award by registering 65 per-
cent or more of  eligible students 
to vote.

Registering 85 percent or more 
to vote would earn Middletown the 
Gold Level of  the award — and a 
visit from Gov. Tom Wolf  and the 
secretary of  the commonwealth to 
present the award at the school, ac-
cording to the Inspire U.S. website.

MAHS starts push to register high school students to vote

Middletown Area High School student Amanda Kemler fills out a voter 
registration form Thursday during an assembly at the school.

Gas prices expected to increase through May 
Average retail gasoline prices 

in Harrisburg rose 1 cent per 
gallon last week, averaging $2.85 
a gallon Sunday, according to 
GasBuddy’s daily survey of  241 
gas outlets in Harrisburg. 

This compares with the U.S. 
average that increased 1.9 cents  
to $2.60. 

Prices Sunday were 40.4 cents 
per gallon higher than the same 
day one year ago and are 14.7 
cents per gallon higher than a 
month ago. The U.S. average 
increased 11.2 cents in the last 
month and is 34 cents per gallon 
higher than this day one year ago.

According to GasBuddy his-
torical data, gasoline prices on 

Feb. 5 in Harrisburg have ranged 
widely over the last five years: 
$2.45 a gallon in 2017, $1.95 a gal-
lon in 2016, $2.27 a gallon in 2015, 
$3.48 a gallon in 2014 and $3.67 a 
gallon in 2013.

Areas near Harrisburg and 
their current gas price climate:
Lancaster: $2.86 a gallon, up 0.3 
cents.
Reading: $2.85 a gallon, up 3 cents.
York: $2.89 a gallon, flat  from last 
week.

“High oil prices continue to 
push gasoline prices to territory 
that Americans haven’t seen for 
years, aside from Hurricane 
Harvey last September,” said Pat-
rick DeHaan, head of  petroleum 

analysis for GasBuddy. “While 
oil production in the U.S. reaches 
highs not seen since the 1970s, 
OPEC’s production cuts for the 
last year have weighed heavily on 
global inventories, mitigating any 
small rise in U.S. production. And 
the damage could get even worse 
as refinery maintenance season 
and summer gasoline is on the 
horizon. This has been a storm 
brewing since the Obama admin-
istration legalized oil exports and 
OPEC decided to forgo market 
share to tighten global supply. 

“All of  this and more will lead 
to average gas prices being 25 
to 50 cents per gallon higher by 
Memorial Day,” he added.

Winter weather affects Red Cross blood donations
Winter storms and the flu don’t 

just mean a lot of  people are miss-
ing work and school. It means they 
can’t keep American Red Cross 
blood donation appointments. 

The Red Cross is urging healthy 
donors to help maintain the blood 
supply for patients in need.

In 2018, severe winter weather 
forced about 600 blood drives to 
cancel, resulting in more than 
17,500 uncollected blood dona-

tions. Widespread flu across the 
United States has resulted in lower 
turnout at blood drives.

There is a blood drive in Hum-
melstown, from 3 to 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 28 at Lower Dauphin 
Middle School, 251 Quarry Road.

Download the free Red Cross 
Blood Donor app, visit redcross-
blood.org or call 800-RED CROSS 
(800-733-2767) to donate.

A blood donor card or driver’s 

license or two other forms of  iden-
tification are required at check-in. 
Individuals who are 17 years of  
age in most states (16 with parental 
consent  where allowed by state 
law), weigh at least 110 pounds and 
are in generally good health may 
be eligible to donate blood. High 
school students and other donors 
18 years of  age and younger also 
have to meet certain height and 
weight requirements.

with the islands” but that the town-
ship is using the islands issue as a 
smokescreen “to misdirect atten-
tion” from what Harmon says is 
the real objective of  his multiple 
requests for information from the 
township being filed under the 
Right-To-Know law.

“I am not harassing the town-
ship but am trying to obtain 
information as allowed by law,” 
Harmon says in the Facebook post. 
“Records received have proved 
embarrassing, costly and even 
unlawful to the township and they 
don’t want to reveal any more of  
their sordid activities.”

For example, Harmon in his 
Facebook post refers to informa-
tion he has obtained from the 
township through his requests 
pertaining to Sunset Golf  Course, 
the Harrisburg Rugby Club, and 
township finances.

The township says Harmon is 
responsible for “the majority” 
of  more than $85,000 that Lon-
donderry says it has spent on 
Right-To-Know requests in the 
four months from August through 
mid-December.

The township in the lawsuit 
contends that it was “forced” to 
hire a part-time employee just to 
assist with the handling of  “the 
unrelenting volume” of  Harmon’s 
request and appeals.

The part-time employee has cost 
the township more than $9,000 
from August to mid-December, 
and has “precluded” the township 
from filling two needed full-time 
positions “because of  the expenses 
attendant to responding to (Har-
mon’s) abusive RTKL requests 
and appeals.”

Lawyers for the township in 
the lawsuit filed Jan. 31 seek a 
preliminary injunction to prevent 
Harmon from continuing to file 
Right-To-Know Law requests with 
the township.

“The defendant (Harmon) is us-
ing the legal process of filing RTKL 
requests with the township and 
appeals with the OOR (state Of-
fice of  Open Records) as a tactical 
weapon to financially damage the 
township and to divert its person-
nel resources into doing nothing 
but answering defendant’s RTKL 
requests,” the township says in 
the lawsuit.

According to the lawsuit, Har-
mon leases a lot on the southern 
portion of  Shelley Island, known 
as Bares Tip, but he has a perma-
nent address in New Cumberland. 

Harmon in his Facebook post 
says that he has 200-year lease 
for a summer cabin on Shelley 

Island. He has had the cottage on 
the island since 1969, Harmon said.

“I am not one of  the 300 people 
required to remove my cottage and 
am not abusing the Right-To-Know 
Law as stated above and I have 
no reason to harass the township 
because of  their actions involving 
those 300 properties,” Harmon 
posted.

The township in the lawsuit says 
that since August 2017, Harmon 
has filed 106 Right-To-Know Law 
requests with the township, and 
78 appeals with the state Office of  
Open Records.

If  Harmon is allowed to file his 
requests and appeals at the same 
rate throughout 2018, it will cost 
the township $250,000, or over 12 
percent of  the township’s total 
operating revenue and 3,300 em-
ployee working hours — just to 
address Harmon’s “abusive RTKL 
requests and subsequent appeals,” 
the township says in the lawsuit.

The lawsuit further contends 
that Harmon has defamed town-
ship Manager Steve Letavic by 
“repeatedly stating” to the Office 
of  Open Records that Letavic “has 
engaged in criminal activity by 
perjuring himself.” 

The accusation is “neither fac-
tually accurate nor supported by 
any evidence.”

The lawsuit also accuses Har-
mon of  using social media to 
wage a “coordinated effort” with 
the Lake Frederick Homeown-
ers Association to “bombard the 
township with RTKL requests to 
financially punish the township 
for entering into a compliance 
agreement” with York Haven 
Power Co. in 2016.

Recreational lease holders on 
Beshore Island and the northern 
portion of  Shelley Island formed 
the association in March 2016 
when details of  the compliance 
agreement were first made public 
by the township.

“As a result of  this coordinated 
effort, the township has been 
inundated with over 175 RTKL 
requests in a five-month period 
and 80 appeals to the OOR in a 
four-month period — an average 
of  35 requests and 20 appeals per 
month,” the lawsuit says.

“Upon information and belief, 
Glenn Harmon has engaged in this 
retaliatory conduct in an effort to 

drain the township of  its financial 
resources, and to preclude town-
ship employees from engaging 
in the floodplain enforcement 
mandated by FEMA (the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency) 
— a perversion of  the RTKL.”

Harmon calls the $85,000 es-
timate for complying with his 
requests from August through 
mid-December “very high,” and 
labels as “ridiculous” the $250,000 
estimate for 2018 if  Harmon is al-
lowed to continue.

He also denied the township’s 
claim that he is working with the 
association on behalf  of  the people 
being evicted under the compli-
ance agreement from the islands 
owned by York Haven Power Co., 
which is now owned by Cube 
Hydro Partners.

“I do not belong to any group 
or am I affiliated with any orga-
nization, nor have I attended any 
meetings involved in a coordinated 
attempt to flood the township with 
RTK requests,” Harmon said in 
the Facebook post. “The township 
states that I am responsible for the 
majority of  the requests so there 
cannot be a coordinated effort of  
a group.”

The township in the lawsuit 
goes through the background of  
the past several years involving 
the islands, in which the township 
says FEMA, in the wake of  flood-
ing that occurred from Tropical 
Storm Lee in 2011, has “driven” a 
“comprehensive investigation and 
enforcement of  (township) flood-
plain ordinance requirements.”

According to the lawsuit, FEMA 
told Londonderry Township that 
failure to enforce its floodplain 
ordinance would result in the 
township “no longer having access 
to the National Floodplain Insur-
ance Program and would preclude 
the township, its residents and its 
businesses, from being eligible 
for, among other things, federally 
backed national flood insurance or 
receiving future federal aid as a 
result of  a natural disaster.”

The lawsuit says that the town-
ship in early summer 2017 noti-
fied Harmon and other property 
owners and tenants on Bares Tip 
and Beech, Poplar and Hill is-
lands that the township would 
begin enforcing FEMA’s directive, 
“which could ultimately result in 
the imposition of  fines or court 
orders to have any non-compliant 
improvements removed at the 
owner/lessee’s expense.”

Harmon was among those that 
the township provided with this 
notice, and his “retaliatory as-
sault against the township began 
thereafter,” the lawsuit says.

COURT: Township says costs could hit $250,000 
From page A1 “I am not harassing the 

township but am trying 
to obtain information as 
allowed by law.”

Glenn Harmon

Acting 
Pennsylvania 
Secretary of 
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wealth 
Robert Torres 
talks to 
seniors and 
juniors at 
Middletown 
Area High 
School 
during an 
assembly 
Thursday, 
Feb. 1. . 
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To place your business in this directory 

contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 

Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

CHIROPRACTOR/
PHYSICAL THERAPIST
THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-2225

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown
717-566-2525

Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PERSONAL TRAINING
Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-215-9607

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESTAURANT
Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-0450

SALON
Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown
717-944-7980

Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

1605 Geyers Church Rd., Middletown • 944-6426

Eggs available at the church 
Tuesdays, Noon-6 pm
Saturdays 8 am-Noon

GEYERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
presents...

90¢ ea. or $17 box of 20

2655 Foxianna Road, Middletown

5-8 pm: February 16th & 23rd  
March 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE
Call 944-2175Fish        Fry

LONDONDERRY FIRE CO.

SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 11

B
1

MANIA
BING

LONDONDERRY FIRE CO. - 2655 Foxianna Rd., Middletown • 944-2175

Held 2nd Sunday 
of each month

32 TOTAL GAMES
Packages start at

6 cards for 
$25

2 Large Guaranteed 
Jackpots

Doors & Kitchen 
open at noon 

Bingo starts at
 2 pm

$5.00 OFF 
with this ad!
Exp. 2/11/18

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An investigation started in 
January by Dauphin County 
Children and Youth has led to 
charges being filed by police 
against two Lower Swatara 
Township residents.

Police in arrest papers filed 
with District Judge Michael 
Smith allege that Alicia Lynn 
Keefer, 30, and Samuel F. Mar-
rero Jr., 29, both of  the first 
block of  Manny Drive, smoked 
marijuana and snorted cocaine 
in the presence of  two children 
who live in the residence, based 
on interviews of  the children 
that were conducted by county 
Children and Youth.

The children also told the in-
terviewers of  being beaten with a 
black belt on multiple occasions, 
according to arrest papers.

After obtaining a warrant 

from Smith 
to search the 
residence on 
Jan. 22, police 
found mari-
juana residue 
and drug para-
phernalia, and 
several large 
knives and a 
Glock 19 9 mm handgun that was 
reported stolen four years ago. 
The knives and the handgun were 
Marrero’s, according to police.

Keefer was arraigned before 
Smith on Feb. 1 and charged 
with endangering the welfare 
of  children, and corruption of  
minors. She is listed as being 
held in Dauphin County Prison 
on $100,000 bail. Her preliminary 
hearing before Smith is sched-
uled for Feb. 8.

Keefer also faces four separate 
charges of  use/possession of  
drug paraphernalia, according 

to online court 
records. Her 
preliminary 
hearing be-
fore Smith on 
those charges 
is scheduled 
for Feb. 22.

M a r r e r o 
was arrested 

on Feb. 1 and arraigned before 
Smith on charges of  aggravated 
assault involving a victim less 
than 13 years of  age, strangu-
lation, witness intimidation, 
possessing a firearm with the 
manufacturer number altered, 
endangering the welfare of  chil-
dren, corruption of  minors, and 
four counts of  use/possession of  
drug paraphernalia.

Marrero is listed as being held 
in Dauphin County Prison on 
$500,000 bail. His preliminary 
hearing before Smith is set for 
Feb. 8.

Marrero Keefer

Police say pair smoked pot, 
snorted cocaine in front of kids

A township resident told 
police several attempts were 
made to defraud her debit card 
in purchases that totaled more 
than $1,100.

Police said the five attempts 
on the resident’s Member’s 1st 
debit card were for transactions 
with the Hilton Garden, CVS 
and Metro PCS.

Reportedly the transactions 
were not completed and the 
debit card was canceled by the 
credit union.

Break-in reported at Dairy Queen
Police report the Dairy 

Queen restaurant in the 1000 
block of  Fulling Mill Road was 
burglarized Jan. 15.

The restaurant manager 
discovered a back door to the 
business and a door to an office 
had been forced open, accord-
ing to police. In addition, police 
said an attempt was made to 
force open a safe. 

Nothing was believed to have 
been stolen.

Police are asking anyone with 
information about the incident 
to contact them at 717-939-0463.

DUI charges, smell of pot
Jared Deibler, 24, of  the 1000 

block of  Powderhorn Road. 
Middletown, has been charged 
with DUI-controlled substance 
(two counts), possession of  
marijuana and possession of  
drug paraphernalia, police 
report.

Deibler was arrested follow-
ing a traffic stop in the 2000 
block of  Fulling Mill Road at 
12:03 a.m. Dec. 29. According 
to the police report, Deibler’s 
2000 Ford Excursion crossed 
the road’s double yellow line 
several times, resulting in a 
traffic stop. 

Police said they smelled 
an odor of  marijuana in the 
vehicle. He was taken to the 
Dauphin County Judicial 
Center, where blood was drawn 
and tested for the presence of  
intoxicants. Results of  the tests 
were not reported.

The arresting officer said 
items classified as drug para-
phernalia and a bag containing 
a substance believed to be mari-
juana were found in Deibler’s 
vehicle.

Deibler is scheduled to ap-
pear before District Judge 

Michael Smith on Feb. 21 for a 
preliminary hearing.

Lost driver leads to DUI charges
Charges of  DUI and driving 

with a blood-alcohol content 
of  0.02 or greater with a sus-
pended license have been filed 
against Marquet Lord, 25, of  
the 100 block of  Randolph 
Street, Harrisburg, following 
his arrest at 2:38 a.m. Jan. 20, 
court records show.

According to a police call, 
Lord was driving a 2001 BMW 
X5 in the 100 block of  Richard-
son Road and stopped because 
the SUV was being driven on a 
dirt road and the investigating 
officer believed the driver was 
lost. 

The police call noted Lord 
had an odor of  alcohol on his 
breath. Sobriety tests were per-
formed at the scene of  the traf-
fic stop. Based upon the results 
of  the tests, police took Lord to 
the Dauphin County Judicial 
Center, where he was offered 
but refused to provide a blood 
sample to be tested for the pos-
sible presence of  intoxicants.

A background check noted 
that Lord’s driver’s license had 
been suspended for an unre-
lated DUI case.

Lord is scheduled to appear 
before District Judge Michael 
Smith on March 7 for a prelimi-
nary hearing.

Alcohol-related citations at party
Five people were cited for 

alcohol-related citations after 
police broke up a party on Jan. 
13 at a residence in the 1000 
block of  Overlook Road.

Police were called to the 
apartment to investigate a re-
port of  a fight but subsequently 
discovered the party that 
involved numerous people who 
officers believed were underage 
and drinking alcohol. 

One individual reportedly 
suffered minor head injuries 
after becoming embroiled in a 
fight. However, no medical at-
tention was requested or given, 
police said.

Citations for underage 
drinking were issued to Emily 
Bortner, 20, of  the 1000 block 
of  Overlook Road, Middletown; 
Shane Clendenin, 20, of  the 300 
block of  Ulrich Street, Middle-
town; Jennifer Loeung, 20, of  

the 500 block of  North Pine 
Street, Middletown; and Taya 
Sullivan, 20, of  the 2000 block of  
Georgetown Road, Middletown.

Police added a citation for 
underage drinking was issued 
to Dylan Pressley, of  the 2000 
block of  Pineford Drive, Middle-
town.

Burglary call at vacant residence
Police report a vacant 

residence in the 2000 block of  
Lexington Avenue was burglar-
ized sometime Jan. 19. 

A neighbor contacted police 
to alert them he believed the 
residence had been illegally en-
tered and possibly burglarized. 

Police confirmed they believe 
that someone entered the home 
but also noted they did not be-
lieve anything was stolen. The 
investigating officer reported 
a basement window was open 
and one of  the residence’s 
doors was unlocked. Police 
added they saw several foot-
prints in the snow at the home.

Public drunkenness charges
Eileen Hunt, 66, of  the 1000 

block of  Jefferson Drive, 
Middletown, was arrested and 
subsequently charged with 
disorderly conduct and public 
drunkenness following a distur-
bance at 7:46 p.m. Jan. 24.

Police report Hunt was taken 
into custody at a convenience 
store in the area of  Whitehouse 
Lane at Lake Drive. 

Hunt was taken to the Har-
risburg Hospital for an evalu-
ation and subsequently to the 
Dauphin County Judicial 
Center, where she was formally 
charged. 

She is scheduled to appear 
before District Judge Michael 
Smith on Feb. 22 for a prelimi-
nary hearing.

SUV spray-painted
The owner of  a 2001 Toyota 

4-Runner told police an un-
known person sprayed white 
paint on his vehicle while it was 
in a parking lot at an apartment 
complex in the 200 block of  
West Main Street on Jan. 24.

Police did not report an esti-
mate to remove the paint from 
the gray vehicle.

Police are asking anyone with 
information about the incident 
to contact them at 717-939-0463.

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

Resident reports debit card fraud 
of $1,100; break-in at Dairy Queen

The Elizabethtown Police De-
partment has received informa-
tion from a borough resident 
that they have been receiving 
automated messages over the 
past several days stating that if  
they don't call back, they will im-
mediately be arrested, according 
to a press release.

The messages contained threats 
that the resident is guilty of  fraud 
and will be arrested and men-
tioned different police agencies, 

and one message claimed they 
were with the IRS.

Telephone numbers that report-
edly have shown up on Caller ID 
are: 202-558-4567, Washington D.C.; 
202-897-3711, Washington D.C.; 
212-203-0618, New York City; and 
817-376-9746, Arlington Texas.

Elizabethtown police are re-
minding residents that neither the 
police nor the IRS will call you on 
the phone telling you that there is 
a warrant for your arrest and that 

you will be arrested immediately 
unless you send money via wire 
transfer or a prepaid gift card.

Never give your credit/debit 
card number or bank routing 
number if  you are unsure if  the 
call is legitimate.

If  you have any reservations 
regarding a call you receive, call 
your local police department. If  
you suspect you received a scam 
phone call, you can also contact 
the Federal Trade Commission at 
www.ftc.gov or 202-326-2222. The 
FTC has the ability to detect pat-
terns of  fraud from information 
collected.

Any phone number or email ad-
dress can be “spoofed” to appear to 
be any number or email address, 
including a government agency 
or police department, according 
to the release.

Telephone scam threatens arrest 
unless potential victim calls back

“WWI and America Exhibi-
tion,” presented in partnership 
with the Gilder Lehrman Insti-
tute of  American History, the 
National World War I Museum 
and Memorial and other organi-
zations, continues during library 
hours through Feb. 28 at Eliza-
bethtown College’s High Library.

It is one of  just 120 libraries 
included on the national tour. 

Last year, after the National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
awarded a $550,000 grant to the Li-
brary of  America, it established 
a two-year traveling exhibition 
of  documents, images and texts 
commemorating World War I. 

The college has scheduled a 
special lecture reception for 11 

a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 14. 

The reception features a buffet 
lunch and guest lecturer, Chelsea 
Schields, who will speak on “De-
fining the Nation: Gender, Race 
and Belonging in World War I.”

From 7 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 21, a panel discussion, “WWI 
and America,” takes place in the 
College’s Gibble Auditorium in 
Esbenshade Hall. 

Professor of  History Brian 
Newsome leads the discussion, 
which include veterans and con-
scientious objectors. 

Panelists reflect on readings in 
“WWI and America: Told by the 
Americans Who Lived It” as well 
as their personal experiences of  

peace and war. 
The participants will be asked 

to address such complex themes 
as patriotism, pacifism and 
America’s role in the interna-
tional community.

Cost of  the events is free. 
On display  along with the trav-

eling exhibit are selections from 
the college’s Hess Archives that 
highlight student, faculty and 
community attitudes toward the 
war and participation in the war.

“The exhibition is the culmina-
tion of  a year of  programming 
that has highlighted Elizabeth-
town faculty's expertise on the 
WWI era,” said Rachel Grove 
Rohrbaugh, High Library ar-
chivist.

World War I exhibit now at Elizabethtown College

Middletown man 
charged with 
having LSD, 
other drugs

A Middletown man was put 
in Dauphin County Prison after 
police found him in possession of  
suspected LSD and other illegal 
drugs during a probation check 
of  his residence on Jan. 10.

Brandon Daniel Crowe, 32, first 
block of  Beechwood Drive, was 
allegedly also in possession of  
cocaine and marijuana, according 
to arrest papers police filed with 
District Judge David Judy.

Crowe was on Dauphin County 
parole. The check was conducted 
by a county probation officer ac-
companied by borough police.

According to police Crowe 
identified one substance as LSD, 
but the substance was not tested 
at the scene for safety reasons, 
police said.

Crowe was arraigned before 
Judy on Jan. 25 and charged with 
possession of  marijuana, use/
possession of  drug parapherna-
lia, and illegal possession of  a 
controlled substance.

The marijuana charge was with-
drawn during a Jan. 29 hearing 
before Judy. Crowe pleaded guilty 
to the other two charges.

Lights damaged 
at historical 
society on Main

Maybe they just don’t like his-
tory.

For the second time this year, 
someone has intentionally dam-
aged a string of  outdoor lights 
being displayed at the Middletown 
Area Historical Society Museum 
at 29 E. Main St.

Society officials reported to 
borough police on Jan. 29 that 
someone had cut through a string 
of  lights displayed on the fence. 

The same thing had happened on 
Jan. 3, only the association did not 
report that incident, police said. In 
both cases it has cost the society 
$20 to replace the lights.

The Hershey Civil War Round-
table will meet at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 15 at Country Meadows, 
Main Building, 451 Sand Hill Road, 
Hershey.  

Following a brief  business meet-
ing, Bob Etchberger will discuss 
railroads, before during and after 
the Civil War. 

He will trace the changes in 
railroading in the Union and the 
Confederacy, and their impact 
on both the military and civilian 
aspects of  the war.

The meeting is free and open 
to the public. Anyone interested 
in the history of  the Civil War is 
invited.

For additional information con-
tact, Thomas Lehman at tomjean-
lehman@gmail.com or hershey.
civilwarroundtable@comcast.net. 

Civil War 
Roundtable to 
discuss railroads

MISS A WEEK.
MISS A LOT.
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DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Thurs. 9-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

For Your Sweetheart
Michele Hughes Lutz 
Creations with You in Mind

131 dock street, middletown
(717) 944-5425

Special 
cash & carry: $25

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 9-5; 

Sat. 9-3

For Your SweetheartFor Your SweetheartFor Your Sweetheart
Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz 
Creations with You in MindCreations with You in Mind
Michele Hughes Lutz 
Creations with You in Mind
Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz 
Creations with You in Mind
Michele Hughes Lutz 

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Mon.-Fri. 9-5; 

Sat. 9-3Sat. 9-3

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An unsigned letter from Kodiak 
Property Management refers to 
a 50-year lease of  Middletown’s 
water and sewer systems to United 
Water — now known as Suez — 
that borough council and the water 
and sewer authority approved 
entering into in September 2014.

The lease went into effect on Jan. 
1, 2015. Borough council dissolved 
the water and sewer authority in 
2016. As the 50-year deal is a lease, 
not a sale, the borough still owns 
the water and sewer systems. But 
Suez operates the systems.

In leasing the water and sewer 
systems, the borough received 
a $43 million up-front payment 
from then-United Water, backed 
by United Water’s private equity 
partner in the lease deal, KKR 
& Co.

United Water, owned by France-

based Suez, rebranded itself  as 
Suez in 2015.

The up-front payment allowed 
Middletown to pay off all its debt, 
including a crippling municipal 
pension debt, virtually overnight.

The lease deal also provided for 
Suez to start making annual pay-
ments to the borough of  $725,000 
beginning in 2016. The annual 
payments over time decrease to 
$590,000 and stay there for the rest 
of  the 50 years.

The lease says that Suez cannot 
start increasing water and sewer 
rates in Middletown until 2019.

However, Suez starting in 2017 
was able to impose a capital cost 
recovery charge, as a way of  
recouping money that Suez said 
it had spent in previous years to 
make improvements to the bor-
ough’s water and sewer systems, 
such as replacing old lines.

Suez tried to impose such a 
charge for the first time here in 

January 2017, but was blocked 
from doing so by borough council.

Instead, council had the bor-
ough and Suez reach a settlement 
whereby the borough covered the 
amount of  money that Suez had 
sought to recoup from residents 
by imposing the charge in Janu-
ary 2017.

The settlement allows Suez to 
withhold up to half  the amount of  
money it was supposed to pay the 
borough each year under terms 
of  the lease.

It is not clear yet if  Suez will 
seek another capital cost recov-
ery charge for 2018, and what if  
anything council will do about it.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The Press & Journal sent the 
Kodiak letter aimed at Harborton 
Court residents about the high cost 
of  water rates to several current 
Middletown borough councilors, 
including Vice President Dawn 
K n u l l  a n d 
Councilor Ben 
Kapenstein.

Knull in re-
cent months 
has made pub-
lic statements 
at council meet-
ings expressing 
alarm over how 
much water and sewer bills may 
increase in the borough.

In December 2017, Knull pushed 
for what would have been Middle-
town’s first borough property tax 
increase since 2008, in part so 

the borough could help offset a 
monthly $50 surcharge that Knull 

said Suez was looking to impose 
on residents.

Knull was outvoted by the rest 
of  council, and the 2018 budget 
was adopted with no tax increase.

Knull declined comment on the 
Kodiak letter.

Kapenstein is the only current 
council member who was in office 
when council approved the lease 
in 2014. As then-council finance 
committee chairman, Kapenstein 
advocated for the lease deal with 
then-United Water and KKR, and 
voted for it. Kapenstein did not 
respond to a request for comment.

Council President Damon Sug-
lia said he knows of  the letter from 
Kodiak, but that borough Solici-
tor Adam Santucci has recently 
sent an email to council advising 
members not comment publicly 
about the letter.

Suglia said that the issue may 
be heading to court, based on 
Santucci’s email. Suglia declined 
to provide further details.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Why are Harborton Place mo-
bile home park residents suddenly 
seeing higher rates?

The Kodiak letter tells Harbor-
ton residents it is possible that the 
management company that ran 
the trailer court before Kodiak 
“was not billing back” Harborton 
residents for all the water and 
sewer they were using, and that 
the increase may be part of  a 
correction.

Kodiak in the letter says ABT is 
“not marking up” water and sewer 
bills to Harborton residents, ex-
cept to charge a “small” monthly 
administrative and processing fee.

“There are no significant mark-
ups of any kind on water and sewer 
usage, nor is Harborton Estates or 
Kodiak Property Management in 
any way ‘profiteering’ on water 
and sewer usage,” the letter said.

Unlike most Middletown home-
owners, Harborton Place resi-
dents do not pay their water and 
sewer bill directly to Suez.

Instead, Suez has two bulk me-
ters the company uses to bill the 
owners of  Harborton. The own-
ers bill each mobile home owner, 
through a separate meter that 
the owner has installed at each 
individual trailer.

Harborton residents own their 
mobile home, but rent the ground 
the home sits on from owners of  
the trailer court.

The water and sewer billing of  
each Harborton mobile home is 
handled for Kodiak by ABT Water 
Management, a company based in 
Beloit, Wisconsin.

Harborton resident Michael 
Maxwell is among those living 
at the trailer court who has com-
plained about what he considers to 
be excessive water and sewer bills.

Maxwell, who uses oxygen from 
a tank to breathe, said his sole in-
come is $1,550 a month for Social 
Security, and that he cannot afford 
to pay his most recent water bill 
of  $242.06, covering Dec. 1 through 
Dec. 31. The bill is due to ABT by 
Feb. 10, after which it goes up to 
$244.48.

His water bill is higher than his 
electric bill, even though Maxwell 
said he keeps an electric space 
heater in his living room going 
“24/7.” His monthly electric bill, 
which Maxwell pays to the bor-
ough, averages $150, he told the 
Press & Journal.

Maxwell said he wasn’t having 
any issues regarding his water 
and sewer bill until after the Har-
borton ownership changed hands 
in February. His lot rent has also 

gone up $25 since then, to $350 a 
month, he said.

“They raised the rent, now we 
are getting these water bills,” he 
said.

Maxwell said he also doesn’t 
understand why his water and 
sewer bill has fluctuated so much 
in recent months.

Maxwell’s water and sewer bill 
for Oct. 1-31 was $122.36, compared 
to $83.45 for Nov. 1-30. 

His bill had been typically run-
ning about $80 a month, Maxwell 
said, although he could not provide 
bills back farther than the one for 
October.

Maxwell said he has had water 
leaks in the past and that these 
are typical for anyone living in a 
mobile home. He said he thought 
that the leaks had been fixed by 
maintenance people working for 
Harborton management.

Even if  there was a leak, Max-
well said he doesn’t see how that 
can result in a bill as high as 
$242. He said his water usage has 
not gone up dramatically, and is 
consistent from month to month.

“Being by myself  I don’t use that 
much water,” Maxwell said.

But a closer look at Maxwell’s 
bills indicates his usage did go 
up significantly in December. His 
usage for that month was 3,450, 
compared to 1,860 for October and 
just 100 for November.

The November number seems 
abnormally low, when one con-
siders that water consumption in 
a manufactured home averages 
1,500 gallons a month, according 
to the letter from Kodiak to Har-
borton residents.

Alex Cabot, the principal of  
Crown Communities, told the 
Press & Journal that the new 
owners had been aggressive about 
detecting and fixing water leaks 
after taking over at Harborton.

“We had an engineering firm 
examine the main water lines 
last summer and they detected no 
leaks,” he said in the Feb. 2 email. 
“In addition, the same firm also did 
a thorough inspection of  each ten-
ants’ individual meter to ensure 
that it was in good working order 
and not producing erroneous 

readings. While conducting those 
inspections the engineers also ex-
amined the water lines under each 
house to verify that there were no 
leaks. Where leaks were found, we 
notified tenants and advised them 
to get the leaks fixed.”

But Cabot added that since 
Kodiak does not own the mobile 
homes Harborton residents live in, 
“we have no legal right to go inside 
the homes and inspect, hence we 
do not know if  there are leaky 
toilets, dripping faucets, etc.”

Given what Kodiak contends 
are the abnormally high water 
and sewer rates charged by Suez, 
Cabot said the Dec. 4 letter is 
meant to provide tips to Harborton 
residents on how they can reduce 
water consumption to keep their 
bill as low as possible.

These include being “wary” of  
running toilets, looking for leaks 
and getting leaks fixed, not wash-
ing one’s vehicle using water from 
their own mobile home at Harbor-
ton, and limiting how much water 
is used taking baths and showers, 
the letter said.

government taking action to nego-
tiate better rates. Every residential 
customer in Middletown is being 
billed the same amount as you are, 
including the people living directly 
across the street.”

Alex Cabot, principal of  Crown 
Communities, pointed to the com-
pany’s experience managing man-
ufactured housing communities 
across the United States to back 
up Kodiak’s claim that water and 
sewer rates paid by Middletown 
residents are more than three 
times the national average.

“I am familiar with the water 
and sewer rates that are typi-
cally charged by municipalities,” 
Cabot told the Press & Journal in 
a Feb. 2 email. “The average that 
we have seen elsewhere for com-
bined water and sewer service is 
approximately $7 per 1,000 gallons 
that flows through the park master 
meter. Middletown is charging 
approximately $22.50 per 1,000 
gallons — in other words three 
times the rate we see elsewhere.”

In addition, “my observation has 
also been confirmed by numerous 
engineers and vendors we work 
with in the water and sewer space, 
who say that Middletown’s water 
and sewer rates are abnormally 

high,” Cabot 
said.

He attached 
the cur rent 
rate schedule 
from Middle-
town, and from 
towns in Iowa, 
Michigan and 
in Ohio for com-
parison.

Cabot also provided a link to a 
Dec. 24, 2016 article in The New 
York Times about the experience 
of  municipalities that turn over 
management of  their water and 
sewer systems to private compa-
nies.

According to the article, water 
rates in Bayonne, New Jersey, 
have gone up 28 percent since 2012, 
when the city allowed its water 
system to be managed by Suez in 
partnership with global invest-
ment firm KKR in a 40-year deal.

The Times article makes a pass-
ing reference to Middletown, but 
does not dwell on the lease deal 
here.

Ghilianie Soto, northeast com-
munications and community rela-
tions manager for Suez, in a Feb. 2 
telephone interview with the Press 
& Journal did not dispute Kodiak’s 
claim that water and sewer rates 
here are more than three times 

the national average.
Instead, Soto gave a statement 

saying that Suez has not raised wa-
ter and sewer rates in Middletown 
since the lease began in January 
2015. Suez inherited the water and 
sewer rates that Middletown was 
charging at the time.

In June 2014, Middletown bor-
ough council approved increasing 
sewer rates for the average Middle-
town resident by 58 percent, from 
$43 per month to $68. Water bills 
went up by a smaller amount.

Mayor James H. Curry III vetoed 
the increase and called for explor-
ing alternatives, such as phasing 
in rate hikes over time. Council 
overrode his veto.

Interestingly, the reference 
to Middletown in the New York 
Times article says only that the 
borough “raised its rates before 
striking a deal” with KKR and 
then-United Water in September 
2014.

“We have not changed the billing 

rate since the agreement,” Soto of  
Suez said. “We have just continued 
the billing rates that the borough 
had set forth when we joined the 
contract in 2015.”

The Kodiak letter was also sent to 
Borough Manager Ken Klinepeter, 
who before the lease was in charge 
of  the borough’s water and sewer 
systems as Middletown Public 
Works superintendent.

But Klinepeter retired from the 
borough in July 2014 and was not 
employed by Middletown when 
council approved the lease in 
September 2014.

Klinepeter returned to the bor-
ough in April 2016, when council 
hired him as the new borough 
manager.

Klinepeter in a Feb. 1 email to 
the Press & Journal said he be-
lieves the water rate Suez charges 
in Middletown is “competitive” 
with what the company charges 
to customers elsewhere.

The Middletown water rate is 
also competitive with the water 
rate charged by Capital Region Wa-
ter to its customers elsewhere in 
the surrounding area, Klinepeter 
said.

However, “I believe our sewer 
rate is much higher than many in 
our surrounding area,” Klinepeter 
added.

WATER: Borough charging ‘three times the rate we see elsewhere’
From page A1

What are possible reasons for higher Harborton water rates?
“There are no significant 
markups of any kind on 
water and sewer usage, 
nor is Harborton Estates 
or Kodiak Property 
Management in any way 
‘profiteering’ on water and 
sewer usage.”

letter to Harborton Place 
residents

December 4th, 2017

Dear Resident,

We are aware that there have 
been several complaints from 
residents regarding water and 
sewer billing at Harborton Es-
tates. We would therefore like 
to try and set the record straight 
regarding several items. 

Middletown has some of  the 
most expensive water and sewer 
rates of  any city or borough in 
the United States — over three 
times the national average, in 
fact. This is a consequence of  
the agreement that was made 
between Suez and the Bor-
ough when Suez took over the 
Middletown water and sewer 
system, and there is nothing 
that anyone living in Middle-
town can do about it, short of  
the Borough government taking 
action to negotiate better rates. 
Every residential customer in 
Middletown is being billed the 
same amount you are, including 
the people living directly across 
the street.

ABT Water, which has been 
hired by Kodiak Property Man-
agement to do all the water 
billing, is NOT marking up the 
water and sewer bills that it is 
sending out, other than charging 
a small monthly administrative 
and processing fee. They are 
simply billing residents at the 
same rate that the borough bills 
the park. A copy of  the water and 
sewer rate table charged by Suez 
is attached for reference. There 
are no significant markups of  
any kind on water and sewer us-
age, nor is Harborton Estates or 
Kodiak Property management In 
any way “profiteering” on water 

and sewer usage. It is possible 
that the management company 
that existed before Kodiak was 
not billing back for all water 
and sewer use, but only part of  
it; all we can attest to is that we 
are billing the full amount, plus 
administrative fees, and not a 
penny more. 

In light of  the situation that 
exists with the high local water 
and sewer rates, all that can be 
done to reduce your bill is to 
be extra cautions with water 
consumption. We would like to 
make the following suggestions: 

1) Be wary of  running toilets. 
They are the number one cause 
of  abnormally high water usage. 

2) If  you think you have a 
leak under your home, or that 
your water lines are somehow 
not corrected properly, please 
inspect them or ask Scott Bair 
to take a look. Any leaks under 
your home are going to lead to 
excessive water wastage, which 
you will be billed for. 

3) Do not wash your cars in the 
park during, the summer. Com-
mercial car washes, particularly 
those outside of  Middletown, get 
much better rates on water, and 
are more efficient. 

4) Be mindful of  other con-
sumption, including baths and 
showers, which are the single 
largest use of  domestic water 
consumption. 

The average water consump-
tion in a manufactured home is 
approximately 1,500 gallons a 
month. If  you adhere to the above 
guidelines it should be possible 
to limit your water usage to that 
amount. 

Sincerely, 
Kodiak Property Management 

“I believe our sewer rate is 
much higher than many in 
our surrounding area.”

Kenneth Klinepeter,  
borough manager

Klinepeter

Here is the text of the 
letter sent to mobile 
home park residents

A timeline of how Middletown and Suez entered water agreement

Suglia: Kodiak letter might lead to court

Suglia

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Water rates at Harborton Place mobile home park have raised questions.

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR. 
Support your local businesses.
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436 EAST MAIN STREET •  MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057   •   717-944-1640
Monday – Friday 9am – 8pm  •   Saturday 9am – 5pm   •   Sunday – closed

www.MIDDLETOWNRX.com
FAMILY PHARMACY • HALLMARK CARD GIFT SHOP • LOCAL DELIVERY

“WHERE PERSONAL SERVICE COMES FIRST”

Little Lionheart
$1795 (REG. $32.95) 
with each purchase of 
3 Hallmark cards 
Offer valid thru 2/14/18. While supplies last. 
Tax not included. 

Cupid Pug
$795 (REG. $14.95) 
with each purchase of 
3 Hallmark cards  
Offer valid thru 2/14/18. While supplies last. 
Tax not included. 

Sweet Singin’ 
Elephant
$1795 (REG. $32.95) 
with each purchase of 
3 Hallmark cards 
Offer valid thru 2/14/18. While supplies last. 
Tax not included. 

NEW
    Spring Items
Arriving Weekly!

Presbyterian Congregation of 
Middletown, Seven Sorrows & 
Ebenezer United Methodist

Local Church Easter Eggs

$1
EACH

(717) 944-1640 
436 EAST MAIN STREET (MIDTOWN PLAZA)

Mon. - Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.

We Are Your Exclusive 
Gift Shop for Middletown!

Your Valentine’s 
Headquarters!

Baby Stu� ed Animal
$1595  
Offer valid thru 2/14/18. 
While supplies last. Tax not included. 

calling all outdoor enthusiasts
Kirman Eye is partnering with Amphibia fl oating glasses this February 3rd - 11th at The Great American 

Outdoor Show. These state-of-the-art sunglasses will be on sale at our booth in the fi shing section. 
Be sure to stop by Booth 2635 to learn more about Amphibia from our knowledgeable sta� !

Kirman Eye: 29 West Main Street, Hummelstown | 717-566-3216 | www.kirmaneye.com

Inclement Weather/Snow Date: Sunday, February 11th • Noon - 4:30 pm

Saturday, 
February 10th

4 pm - 10 pm

Food • Desserts • Beverages
Perohi • Halushki • Soup • Kielbasi Sandwiches • Hot Dogs • Potato Pancakes

Schnitzlies (European Hamburger) • Halupki • Delicious Desserts

Small Games of Chance • Kids’ Games
Continuous Music By The Polka Whoo & DJ Pete

$12 Platter Special 2 HALUPKI, 1 KIELBASI, 3 PEROHI, HALUSHKI & ROLL
Take-out Available!

St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish Center
5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg • www.StAnnByz.org

FREE ADMISSION!
FUN, FOOD & FRIENDS...IT’S A PRE-LENTEN PARTY!FUN, FOOD & FRIENDS...IT’S A PRE-LENTEN PARTY!

Mardi Gras 

Slavic Style!

We’ve been here for generations - just like you.
&PRESS   JOURNAL

Locally owned since 1854

TOWN TOPICS
Homemade Easter eggs 
for sale at Geyers United

 Geyers United Methodist 
Church, 1605 Geyers Church 
Road, Middletown, will be sell-
ing homemade Easter eggs from 
Feb. 13 through March 20. 

Eggs are available at the 
church on Tuesdays from noon 
to 6 p.m. and Saturday from 8 
a.m. to noon.

 For more information, call 
717-944-6426.

Mardi Gras Slavic-style 
coming in February

 Mardi Gras Slavic style will 
be held from 4 to 10 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Feb. 10 at St. Ann Byzan-
tine Catholic Parish Center, 5408 
Locust Lane, Harrisburg. 

The inclement weather date 
is Sunday, Feb. 11 from noon to 
4:30 p.m. 

Admission is free. 
Featured at the event will be 

food, desserts, beverages, kids 
games, small games of  chance 
and music. 

Takeout is available.

AARP tax services  
at Middletown Home

 The Middletown Home, 999 
W. Harrisburg Pike, Middletown 
again will play host to AARP tax 
services, free to the community.

 Sessions will be held every 
Thursday morning beginning 
Feb. 1 and continuing through 
April 12 by appointment only.

 Call 717-944-3351 to schedule 
the appointment.

Londonderry Fire to hold 
Bingo Mania Feb. 11

 Londonderry Fire Company, 
2655 Foxianna Road, Middle-
town, will hold its Bingo Mania 
on Sunday, Feb. 11. 

Doors and kitchen open at 
noon, Bingo starts at 2 p.m.

Fish fry at Londonderry 
Fire Company

 Londonderry Fire Company, 
2655 Foxianna Road, Middle-

town, is sponsoring its Fish 
Fry on Fridays, Feb. 16, 23; and 
March 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 from 5 
to 8 p.m. 

Call 717-944-2175 for takeout.

Middletown Thrift Shop 
3-day sale coming up

 The Middletown Thrift Shop, 
17 S. Union St. is sponsoring a 
three-day sale on Saturday, Feb. 
17 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, 
Feb. 18 from noon to 5 p.m.; and 
Monday, Feb. 19 from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

 Proceeds benefit the repair 
and renovation of  the Middle-
town Thrift Shop building.

Breakfast buffet  
at Legion Post 594

 Middletown Sons of  Ameri-
can Legion Post 594, 137 E. High 
St., Middletown, is sponsoring a 
breakfast buffet on Sunday, Feb. 
11 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. All are 
welcome.

 For more information call 717-
944-4797.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Armed with cans of  bright or-
ange and blue paint, volunteers 
gathered at the Interfaith Senior 
Service Thrift Shop on Monday to 
prepare the store for an upcoming 
three-day sale to clear the remain-
ing merchandise and raise money 
to help renovate the store into a 
combined coffee shop, thrift store 
and community space.

Among the volunteers were 
eighth-graders Tyler Ditzler and 
Ayden Harper, who decided to help 
out in part because they were ex-

cited to paint the sale signs on the 
front window and in part because 
they love the store. 

“I wanted to help out. I used to 
come here all the time,” Ditzler 
said.

The thrift store will temporarily 
reopen for a three-day sale from 
Feb. 17-19. On Feb. 17, the store will 
be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. On 
Feb. 18, the store will be open from 
noon to 5 p.m. On Feb. 19, the store 
will be open from 10 a.m. to  5 p.m.

“I find it really inspiring how 
much this space means to the 
community,” Interfaith Housing 
Board President Ellen Willen-
becher said.

The thrift shop, which is owned 
and run by the nonprofit organi-
zation Interfaith, was closed in 
October. At the time of  its clos-
ing, Willenbecher told the Press 
& Journal that the store wasn’t 
bringing in enough money to sup-
port its operation. On Monday, she 
added that the Interfaith board 
concluded that there was more 
potential for the space than having 
the thrift shop occupy the entire 
5,200 square foot space.

Since its closing, Willenbecher 
said the board has been working 
on a vision to renew the store. “We 
know the building deserves some 
repairs and renovations,” she said. 

Interfaith plans to divide the 
space into three parts — a coffee 
shop, a thrift store and a commu-
nity space/art gallery. 

“If  I had a dollar for every time 
someone said to me, ‘Boy, don’t you 
think we should have a coffee shop 
in Middletown?’ I could repair 
and renovate this building with 
no problem,” Willenbecher said.

The front of  the store likely will 
be divided into a coffee shop/thrift 
store. Willenbecher said the back 
would be used for an “incubator” 
space. 

Local artists could display 
their work, Penn State professors 
could lead discussions with com-
munity members, local organiza-
tions could gather and students 
could watch movies on a projected 
screen. 

“We’ve had a lot of  good ideas 
from folks in town. We’re open to 
whatever people want it to be,” 
Willenbecher said. 

That’s not the only potential 
change to the thrift store. Wil-
lenbecher said the shop will have 
a new name as well. Recently, 
Interfaith members were working 
with Penn State graduate students 
on a website for the space. 

“We were rolling around that 
the place needs a new name. It’s 
not just the thrift shop,” she said. 
The group came up with the name 
“17 South” after the shop’s address 
on Union Street where it has been 

housed since 1991.  
“To prepare for working on the 

building, we really do need to 
clear out the inventory and earn 
some money towards the repairs 
and renovations of  the building,” 
Willenbecher said. 

Enter the three-day sale. Ac-
cording to Willenbecher, all of  
the thrift store’s inventory is on 
the racks. Customers can take a 
bag, and whatever fits in costs $7. 

“And you can take more than 

one bag,” she added. 
Any leftover merchandise will 

be donated to other local organi-
zations. 

Interfaith hopes to reopen the 
space this year. Willenbecher said 
that before the space reopens, the 
board has to examine the list of  
proposed renovations and repairs 
and the budget for the project. 
Interfaith is working with local 
contractor Herb Moore to compile 
the list.

Thrift store to reopen for 3-day sale; 
coffee shop, art gallery in the works

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Tyler Ditzler paints the front window of the thrift shop.

Ayden Harper mixes paint Monday night at the Interfaith Senior Service 
Thrift Shop on South Union Street.

The Dauphin County Library 
System will celebrate Random 
Acts of  Kindness Week next week. 

Kindness-themed Storytimes 
will be held at multiple librar-
ies throughout Dauphin County, 
including:

• William H. & Marion C. Alex-
ander Family Library, 200 W. 2nd 
St., Hummelstown, 10:15 to 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 13.

Children will learn ways to be 

kind to others and themselves 
through books, songs, crafts and 
more.

The week will wrap up with a 
Kindness Concert to celebrate 
Random Acts of  Kindness Day at 
1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17 at the East 
Shore Area Library, 4501 Ethel St., 
Harrisburg. Musician Mark De 
Rose will perform with songs and 
visual arts that encourage young 
listeners to enjoy life, be creative 

and confidently be themselves. No 
registration is necessary.

Random Acts of  Kindness 
Week programs are designed for 
children ages 3 years and older, 
but families with children of  all 
ages are welcome. Registration is 
required for Storytimes. For more 
information on these programs or 
to register for a Storytime, visit 
dcls.org/specialevents or call 717-
566-0949, ext. 1204.

Random Acts of Kindness week at library
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champions sports bar
300 second street, highspire

Mention this ad for 5% off your food package purchase!

Book Your special occasion with us!

birthday parties
rehearsal dinners

anniversaries
holiday parties

business meetings

retirement parties
graduations

funeral luncheons
class reunions

power point presentations

Perfect fo
r:

call 717-939-0488 OR 717-512-6696 to reserve your room today!

Call (717) 533-8999Call ( 999

Be Our Valentine

1190 West Chocolate Avenue, Hummelstown • Dafnos.com
Monday - Saturday 11 am - 10 pm. Closed Sundays.

We are now accepting reservations 
Wednesday, February 14th - Saturday, February 17th.

Special Valentine’s Day Menu

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 2/6/18 – 2/12/18

EXTRA LEAN
CHOPPED STEAK
MUST BUY 10 LBS

329
lb.

199
lb.

1LB FRESH
STRAWBERRIES

FRESH GREEN
ASPARAGUS

2 FOR
$5

99

1LB FRESH
STRAWBERRIESSTRAWBERRIES FRESH BONELESS

CHICKEN THIGHS
MUST BUY 5 LB OR MORE

149
lb.

KARNS LUMP
CRAB CAKES

299
ea.

CHOICE WHOLE
NEW YORK STRIP
STEAKS

499
lb.

EXTRA JUMBO
SNOW CRAB LEGS

999
lb.

USDA CHOICE BONELESS
RIB EYE & SWEET HEART
RIB EYE STEAKS

HARRISBURG HERSHEY

RIB EYE & SWEET HEART
RIB EYE STEAKS

1099
lb.

15-18oz
FROSTED MINI
WHEATS & LITTLE
BITES ORIGINAL

13.5-18.2oz
RAISIN BRAN
18oz
CORN FLAKES
12oz CRISPIX

15-18oz

4 FOR
$10

 PLUS GET
$4 OFF ANY

PURCHASE OF MILK OR
FRESH FRUIT WHEN YOU

BUY 4!

Steak
& shrimp

By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

Not only was it a night when the senior 
players were honored in appreciation of  their 
contributions to the boys basketball program, 
it was also an evening of  remembrance. 

Honored prior to the start of  Friday’s 
Mid-Penn Conference Capital Division game 
against visiting West Perry, the nine Blue 
Raider basketball seniors and their teammates 
stayed on the court at halftime to applaud 
members of  Middletown’s 1968 Class B state 
championship team on the 50th anniversary 
of  the state title. 

As a fitting cap to the evening, the Blue 
Raiders defeated the Mustangs 57-41 for their 
13th victory of  the season and solidified their 
top 5 standing in the District III-AAAA power 
ratings that will help them into the playoffs. 

Although the Raiders had one more home 
game remaining on the schedule, Friday’s 
contest was chosen for Senior Night to coin-
cide with the championship anniversary. The 
Middletown gym was nearly full of  apprecia-
tive fans of  both the present and past teams, 
making the night even more special. 

The championship team was represented by 
players Dave Twardzik, Charlie Bowen, Brett 
Whittle, Barry Ulsh, Charles “Chip” Etter, Ed 
Chubb, Dick Barnoski, family representatives 
of  the late Ed Tennis, family of  Owen Hannah, 
who could not attend, student trainers Sam 
Turns and Jerry Butler, and coach Casper 
Voithofer. 

John Wilsbach from radio station WMSS 
read a brief  history of  the team and then in-
troduced each of  them individually. 

Voithofer then spoke for a few minutes about 
the season and the championship.

Middletown 57, West Perry 41
Traditionally, Middletown coach Chris Sat-

tele starts five seniors on Senior Night. 
But, with nine of  them on this year’s team, 

Sattele sent a different lineup onto the court at 
the beginning of  the Blue Raiders’ game with 
the visiting Mustangs. 

Jerrod Myers, Antonio Gamble, David Al-
cock and Mitch Lee joined regular Brady Fox 
at the start as Sattele kept that tradition alive. 

At the halfway point of  the opening period, 
the regular starting five got into the action. 
During the opening minutes, the visitors had 
gone ahead 7-0 before Tre’ Leach scored off a 
Ryan Hughes assist to break the scoreless start. 

With a goal by Hughes and five points by 
Leach, the Raiders cut West Perry’s lead to 
12-9 heading into the second stanza. From that 
point, it became Middletown’s game. 

By scoring the first 7 points of  the quarter 
on goals by Hughes and Chris Plummer, the 
Blue Raiders climbed to a 16-12 lead and never 
trailed the rest of  the way. 

The Middletown defense caused 10 turnovers 
in the time span and the Raiders held a five 
point lead, 22-17, at the halftime break. 

Following the halftime festivities, the Middle-
town five picked up where they had left off to 
start the second half. Plummer’s trey and a pair 

of  putbacks by Hughes and Fox following a goal 
by West Perry’s Caden Sutch pushed the lead 
to 29-19. Sutch scored again following the two 
Middletown goals but Plummer hit his second 
triple to increase the Raiders’ lead to 32-21. 

While neither team shot well after that the 
Raiders still held a 10-point advantage, 40-30, 
to start the final frame. 

A trey by Kyle Truesdale started the Raiders 
off on a 17-point scoring output for the game’s 

final 8 minutes. Gamble scored twice in the 
period, including a shot from just inside the arc 
in the left corner with 28 seconds left, and Lee 
added a basket off a pass from Tyler Petroski 
with 3:02 left. The Middletown defense limited 
the Mustangs to 11 points in the quarter and 
locked up the victory at 57-41. 

Hughes ended with a team-high 20 points 

MAHS BOYS BASKETBALL

Big win on a special 
night for Blue Raiders 
Seniors honored, along with 1968 state title team

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY EARL HAMMAKER

Senior Tre’ Leach skies toward the basket Friday during the Blue Raiders’ victory against West Perry on 
Senior Night. See page B6 for pictures from the halftime ceremony honoring the 1968 team.

Middletown basketball standout 
Ryan Hughes will play college bas-
ketball at Ursinus College, he an-
nounced on Twitter on Thursday.

“Thank you to all the college 
coaches that have shown interest 
in me and believed I could play at 
the next level. Also, thank you to 
my family, coaches, teammates, 
girlfriend, and best friends for al-
ways believing in me and helping 

me exceed my goals. After a lot of  
thought, I'm happy to announce I 
will be continuing my athletic and 
education career at Ursinus Col-
lege! #GoBears,” said the tweet.

Ursinus is a private, indepen-
dent, coeducational, liberal arts 
college located in Collegeville, 
about 25 miles from Center City 
Philadelphia.

Their teams compete in the Cen-

tennial Conference. This season, 
they are 14-7 overall and 10-4 in 
the conference.

Hughes is the second leading 
scorer in Blue Raider history, 
trailing only Dave Grabuloff, who 
scored 2,000 points in the 1990s. 
Hughes has 1,671 points on his 
career.

He is averaging more than 21 
points a game this season.

Hughes to play basketball at Ursinus

Ryan Hughes drives vs. West Perry.

Please see RAIDERS, page B2

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A 2010 Middletown graduate 
has been hired as the new head 
coach of  the Middletown Area 
High School varsity baseball team.

 Michael Lupia will be paid a 
stipend of  $4,260 to coach the team 
during the 2017-18 school year, the 
school board decided in passing a 
motion to hire Lupia during the 
Jan. 23 school board meeting.

“I chose Middletown because 
I wanted to come back to my 
alma mater and get the baseball 
program going back in the right 
direction,” Lupia told the Press 

& Journal in an 
email.

Lupia replac-
es Steve Shules-
ki, who was an 
assistant coach 
with the varsity 
team before get-
ting the head 
coaching job in 
2014.

Shuleski submitted his letter of  
resignation in late fall 2017, district 
Athletic Director Cliff Smith told 
the Press & Journal.

Shuleski compiled a 36-47 record 
in his four years at the helm, with 
his best season at 12-10 in 2015.

The team under Shuleski made 
district playoffs in 2014 and 2015, 
finishing the seasons 11-11 and 
12-10 respectively.

The team slipped to 4-15 in 2016, 
but improved to 9-11 in 2017. 

Lupia played baseball, basket-
ball and football at Middletown 
Area High School. He received a 
five-year baseball scholarship at 
Indiana University of  Pennsylva-
nia where he played second and 
third base. He red-shirted due to 
injury one year.

After his sophomore season at 
IUP, Lupia played in the Futures 
Collegiate Baseball League for the 
Brockton Rox in Brockton, Mass.

Lupia graduated from IUP in 
December 2015 with a degree in 
Health and Physical Education, 
kindergarten through grade 12. He 
has dual state certification to also 
teach special education in grades 
7 through 12.

Lupia was an assistant var-
sity baseball coach at Steelton-
Highspire High School for one 
season in 2016. He has also been 
a varsity assistant baseball coach 
at Susquehanna Township High 
School.

Lupia is a gym teacher at the 
Sara Lindemuth/Anna Carter 
Primary School in Susquehanna 
Township.

Lupia

MAHS grad Lupia to take over baseball team
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE! FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 717-944-4628 

Elwood’s
• PA Inspections • Brakes
• New & Used Tires • Exhaust • Struts 
• Oil Changes • Shocks • Batteries
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
138 W. Main Street
Middletown

944-9255

IS YOUR STATE INSPECTION DUE?

Dailey’s Service 
Station
• State Inspections • Tune-ups 
• Oil Changes • Repairs
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic 
and Popular Foreign Cars
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

The Hondru
Service Experience
Factory Warranty Center
The Best Service in Lancaster County

• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

367-6644

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center 
“Serving All Makes & Models 
Without An Appointment”
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700

Pennsylvania requires vehicle safety 
inspections for all passenger cars and 

light-duty trucks that need registration in the state.

CALL ANY ONE OF THESE LOCAL 
OFFICIAL PENNDOT INSPECTION STATIONS.

Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 
Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 

Periodic Check At Least 
Every Six Months.

231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil & Filter Service

Open 
Weekdays 

8 am-5:30 pm 
Closed Sat.

•OIL CHANGES
•BRAKE REPAIRS
•EXHAUST REPAIRS
•COMPUTER DIAGNOSIS

See Don For:
Your Best Deal For New 
& Used Cars & Trucks

DON STAGO Bus. 234-4444 Cell 940-4963
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg

Sutliff

while Plummer and Leach teamed 
for 25 in the win. 

Sutch scored a game-high 21 in 
the loss. 

Trinity 70, Middletown 58
The Blue Raiders traveled to 

Trinity on Tuesday night, Jan. 30, 
with the hopes of  breaking a long-
standing string of  defeats on the 
Shamrocks’ home court. 

The last time a Middletown boys 
team won at Trinity happened all 
the way back on Feb. 11, 2000. 

Following the Raiders’ 65-64 
overtime win over the Shamrocks 
on Jan. 5, the Raiders were hop-
ing to win again. But the Raiders 
came up short, despite 33 points 
from Hughes.

There are reasons why the Blue 
Raiders have not been successful 
at Trinity, and some of  them are 
not good ones. Besides the fact 
that the Shamrocks are perenni-
ally one of  the top teams in the 
Midstate, the Raiders simply can-
not seem to get the right breaks 
when dealing with the Rocks on 
their home court. And that fact 
came into play again last week. 
Unfavorable calls, non-calls and, 
yes, the appearances of  favorit-
ism always come into play, much 
to the frustration of  Middletown 
coaches, players and fans. 

But this matchup started off 
really well for the Blue Raiders 
and gave the Middletown side a 
lift despite the odds. 

Plummer’s putback at 7:22 of  
the opening period and his trey 
at 2:41 jump-started the Raiders 
to a surprising 13-2 lead before 
the home team knew what had 
happened. In the last 2:20 of  the 
first quarter, however, the home 
team had outscored the Raiders 7-3 
to trim the deficit to 16-9 to start 
the second. 

And, partway into the second, 
the tide started to turn. After 
Hughes went back-to-back to give 
the Blue Raiders a 22-13 lead, the 
Shamrocks pulled off an 11-0 run, 
keyed by a string of  Middletown 
misses, to go ahead 24-22. And 
that’s when some of  the haunting 
factors started to come into play. 

In the final two minutes of  the 
first half, the Raiders were held to 
just two points, a goal by Hughes 
that tied the score at 24. A foul call 
against the Raiders and a following 
technical foul against the Middle-
town bench in protest allowed 
Trinity’s Jack Bucher to close 
out the half  with four straight 
free throws and a 32-24 lead for 
the hosts at the halftime break. 

Although the Trinity coaches did 
enough protesting themselves 
during the first half, no penalties 
were issued. 

The determined Blue Raiders 
got back into the game in the third 
quarter after a goal by Patrick 
Walker at 6:57. Hughes, Petroski 
and Leach teamed for a 9-0 run that 
pulled Middletown to within 34-33 
with 3:45 left in the third. Tresjon 
Ruiz broke the string with a triple 
and added a second one after 
Hughes hit two foul shots to cut 
the Trinity lead to 37-35. The third 
period ended with the Shamrocks 
holding onto a 46-40 lead. 

The Raiders stayed within 6 

points, 52-46, with 4:39 left in the 
game, and cut the gap to five, 54-49, 
on a three-point play by Truesdale 
with 3:37 left. 

With 2:15 left, the Raiders were 
still in it, down by six. But that’s 
when everything turned against 
them. Plummer was whistled for 
his fourth foul on the inbounds 
pass and then immediately drew 
a technical when he reacted to the 
call. The last two minutes were just 
nasty as the Raiders were called for 
fouls on every Trinity possession. 
The Shamrocks made 10 of  14 free 
throws down the stretch to lock up 
the win and deny the Raiders their 
much-desired victory. 

The Middletown girls basketball 
team rebounded from a loss vs. 
Trinity on Jan. 30 with two key 
wins to keep their playoff hopes 
alive.

They are No. 6 in the District 
III AAA rankings, with Trinity 
No. 1, Delone Catholic No. 2, York 
Catholic No. 3, Pequea Valley No. 
4 and Hanover No. 5. Brandywine 
Heights and Susquenita are right 
behind the Blue Raiders by only 
percentage points. The top six 
advance.

They visited Boiling Springs 
on Tuesday night, then play host 
to Conestoga Valley on Thursday 
before finishing up at home vs. 
Lower Dauphin on Friday. The 
Falcons are 19-1 and sit atop the 
District III AAAAA rankings.

At home against Trinity, sopho-
more Kate Fitzpatrick had a 
game-high 24 points and added 6 
rebounds, 5 assists and 4 steals. But 
it wasn’t enough in the 58-47 loss. 

The Blue Raiders trailed by only 
four heading into the fourth quar-
ter, but the Shamrocks outscored 
them 18-11 to secure the win.

Makaila Nester added 11 points 
and 9 rebounds. Joci Koser had 8 

points and 5 rebounds. Morgan 
Noon had 4 points and 4 rebounds. 

On Thursday, a big comeback 
fueled the Blue Raiders to the 53-
47 home victory behind 48 points 
from Fitzpatrick and Nester.

Annville-Cleona led 12-3 after 
the first period, but the Blue Raid-
ers got right back in the game with 
a 19-9 edge in the second to take 
the lead.

Fitzpatrick had 26 along with 10 
rebounds and 5 steals. Nester had 
22 with 5 rebounds. Koser added 2 
points and 8 rebounds. Jae Keller 
had 2 points and 7 rebounds, and 
Morgan Noon scored just 1 point 
but collected 10 rebounds.

At West Perry on Friday, it was 
the Blue Raiders who got out to a 
quick start, leading 15-5 after the 
first quarter. But the Mustangs 
chipped away in the second to trail 
only 20-17 going into halftime.

They managed to outscore the 
home team 28-25 in the second half  
to secure the 48-42 win.

Once again, Fitzpatrick came up 
huge. She scored 28 points. Nester 
had 12, Koser had 6 and Keller 
added 2. Fitzpatrick is averaging 
almost 18 points a game.

Blue Raider 
girls stay in 
playoff fight

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY EARL HAMMAKER

Sophomore Kate Fitzpatrick dribbles past an Annville-Cleona defender on Thursday. She scored 26 points along with 
10 rebounds and 5 steals in the 53-47 win.

RAIDERS: String of losses at Trinity continues as Middletown falls
From page B1

From left, Jae Keller, Makaila Nester 
and Joci Koser vs. Annville-Cleona.

WE KNOW YOU CARE, BUT...
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You care about what 
happens in your local 
government and school 
district but you're also 
likely to be too busy 
to attend meetings. 
Count on us to cover the 
meetings and help you 
make sense of it all.

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY EARL HAMMAKER

Surrounded by West Perry players, Chris Plummer goes for the rebound.

The Penn State Harrisburg 
men’s basketball team’s playoff 
hopes ended on Saturday, Feb. 
3, when they traveled to play the 
Mary Washington Eagles and 
came out on the wrong end of  
a 91-70 score.

The Lions are 6-14 on the 
season and 2-12 in the Capital 
Athletic Conference.

Kahlill Williams scored 19 
and  Chris Binghad a 17-point 
night.

Mary Washington jumped 
out early with a 20-7 run to start 
the game.  The Lions battled 
back with a 13-5 run making it 
25-20 with 8:39 to go in the half. 
The Eagles went into halftime 
up 44-35. 

Penn State scored early in the 
second half  and got the game 
within five at 44-39 with 18:42 
to play. Mary Washington then 
extended its lead back to double 
digits and cruised to the victory. 

The Penn State Harrisburg 
women’s basketball team also 
is out of  the CAC playoff race. 
They traveled to face off against 
the Mary Washington Eagles on 
Saturday as well and lost 73-63.

They are 6-14 on the season 
and 1-12 in the CAC.

Tessa Delce had 15 points, 3 
rebounds, and 4 steals for Penn 
State.

PSU men, 
women 
both lose 
on road
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To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com

for more information.

Directory 
of Services

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown
Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 717-215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Pastor James Lyles, 10xBetter
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
Calvary church has been a part of  the 
Middletown Borough community since 
1936. It has been our privilege to proclaim 
the good news of  Jesus Christ all these 
years and to do so knowing the good news 
has never changed in over 2000 years. We 
firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms as clearly 

teaching what Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resurrection for sinners 
we can and will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. Please 
join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. 

 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. We are located at the 
corner of  Spruce and Emmaus 
streets here in Middletown. We 
have a fellowship meal following 
the 10:15 a.m. morning service 
on the first Sunday of  every 

month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes 
for all ages at 9 a.m. and a Bible 
Study each Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
We are now studying the power 
of  prayer. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
 Ebenezer United Methodist Church and 
Childcare, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown 
invites everyone to join us for worship on 
Sunday mornings lead by Pastor Brad 
Gilbert.  Our services are relaxed and 
casual. We offer a traditional service at 8:45 
a.m. and a contemporary service with a 
band (electric guitars) at 10:45 a.m. At 10 

a.m., between services, there is a variety of  Christian Education 
classes for all ages.   

 We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, song, 
and meditation we experience 
the joy of  God’s presence. Have 
a favorite board game? “Game 
Night” is every third Monday at 
6:30 p.m. In February and March, 
due to egg making, Prayer Night 
will be the first Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

and Game Night will be the third 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. Our home-
made chocolate Easter eggs are 
available. We also have chocolate 
pretzels. For purchasing informa-
tion please contact Mel Bollinger 
at 717-583-0502, eve2mel@verizon.
net or Bill Hoch at 717-944-6080. 
We also offer a variety of  other 
groups including Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
 Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  

Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water 
St., Middletown, south of  Main St., behind 
the Turkey Hill convenience store. We 
invite you to attend our Sunday morning 
activities: Sunday school is at 9 a.m. and 
worship is at 10:15 a.m. When you walk in 
the door, you will see people of  all ages and 
walks of  life, some dressed formally and 

others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come as you are.
 Our greeters wear nametags, 

so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or 
un-baptized) to partake of  the 
holy sacrament. We invite you 
to experience life at Evangelical 
UMC. Whether you are look-
ing for a community, are lonely, 
searching for the meaning of  life, 
or want to know more about Je-
sus, our doors are open for you. 
Check our website to learn more 
about us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assis-
tants are as follows: Pastor – Lee 
Ellenberger; Liturgist – Youth; 
Organist – Don Cowsert Sr.; 
Choir Director – Erich Schlicher; 
Children’s Time – Brayden Har-
ris; Audio Visual – Steve Moyer, 

Jamal Warren and Justin Hahn; 
Head Usher – Shirley Kupp; 
Greeters – Angela Butler, Mary-
ann Horner and Donna Killian; 
Nursery Caregivers – Gloria 
Clouser and Vickie Hubbard and 
our Sr. Choir members.

 The altar flowers today are 
given in memory of  husband 
Dennis by Charlene  Walters.

 This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., Feb. 7: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 
Anonymous Book Study Group; 
6:30 p.m., Sr. Choir rehearsal in 
church sanctuary.

 Sun., Feb. 11: Youth Sunday; 9 
a.m., Sunday school; 10:15 a.m., 
Sunday Worship Service; 11:30 
a.m., Cookies and Fellowship.

 Tues., Feb. 13: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Evan; 6 p.m., Finance Com-
mittee; 7 p.m., Church Council.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
 We are an independent body of  believers 
offering God’s invitation for a new begin-
ning to all who seek it. We exist to meet the 
spiritual, emotional and physical needs of  
all people through faith in Jesus Christ. We 
are a Safe Sanctuary congregation. New 
Beginnings Church invites you to worship 
with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Nursery 
and children’s church is provided. 

Our congregation meets at Riv-
erside Chapel, 630 S. Union St., 
next to the Rescue Fire Company. 
Sunday School for all ages is at 9 
a.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. For ad-
ditional church information call 
717-944-9595. For security purpos-
es our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that 
will be the front door.

 Sundays: Youth Fellowship 
meets every Sunday evening 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-
pate in these important areas of  
our church life.

 February ushers: Bonny and 
Joel Guzzo, Jackie and Sam 
Rainal; Greeter: Bonnie Harper; 
Children’s church leaders for 
Feb. 11: Binny Dupes and Cindy 
Myers.

 Undies Sunday’s are Feb. 18 
and 25. Collection of  underwear 
for the children in our elemen-
tary schools and homeless adults 
and veterans center.

 Middletown’s Care-A-Van, 
that transports senior citizens to 
appointments and shopping, is 
in need of  drivers. If  you are 75 
years old or under and would like 
to volunteer a half  day a month 
or more call 717-743-0788 for 
information.

Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
made out of  nails and is illumi-

nated at night.  From spring to 
winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” In ad-
dition, he posts a pod cast of  Bi-
ble study many days on Facebook 
via YouTube. We invite everyone 
to tune him in for inspiration for 
their day.

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
 The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 
the corner of  Union and Water streets in 
downtown Middletown. We are a body of  
Christian people who reach out to others by 
sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to 
grow closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Thurs., 
Feb. 8: 7:15 

p.m., choir.
 Please join us at 10:30 a.m. 

on Sunday, February 11 as our 
Pastor Bruce Humphrey leads 
us in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped 
accessible, and there are also 
hearing devices for anyone want-
ing to use one. Nursery is avail-
able during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children 
to utilize during the service. Do 
join us!

 Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat).

 The Parish Nurse is available 
by calling the church office at 
717-944-4322. For further infor-
mation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & 
Union Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown 
is a Reconciling In Christ Church. Please 
join us for worship. Our worship times are: 
Sunday morning worship at 10 a.m. Sunday 
Church School for all ages begins at 9 a.m.; 
Wednesday morning at 10 a.m.; Saturday 
evening at 5 p.m. Please enter the church 
through the parking lot door. Our Sunday 

worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. on WMSS 91.1FM.
Church and Community 

Events: 
 Sat., Feb. 10: 5 p.m., Holy Com-

munion – Sanctuary; 5 to 7 p.m., 
Spaghetti dinner hosted by our 
youth. There is a cost. Everyone 
is invited.  

 Sun., Feb. 11: 9 a.m., Luther 
Hall Sundays class: “Atul Gawa-
nde: Being Mortal: Medicine and 
what matters in the end”; 10 a.m., 
Holy Communion. 

 Mon., Feb. 12: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., 
Community dinner at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church. Menu: Lasa-
gna and salad.

 Wed., Feb. 14: Ash Wednesday 
services at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.

 Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 

Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals may 
also take items directly to the 
food pantry, which is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 pm. The Community Action 
Commission office is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., at the same location. Food 
Pantry Sunday is Feb. 4 and the 
first Sunday of  each month.

 Visit our website at www.stpe-
tersmiddletown.org.

 Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

 Scripture for Feb. 11: 2 Kings 
2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; Corinthians 
4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9.

We’ve been here for generations - 
just like you.
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MIKE 
FOLMER

The outcry to change how 
Pennsylvania draws congres-
sional and General Assembly 
district maps began soon after 
the 2016 presidential election.

Redistricting reform has long 
been a goal of  mine. As chair-
man of  the Senate State Govern-
ment Committee, I was looking 
forward to scheduling public 
hearings across the common-
wealth on the proposed bills to 
change the redistricting process.

Some of  those interested in 
redistricting reform decided 
they didn’t want to wait for 
the legislative process. When 
lawsuits were filed to challenge 
the constitutionality of  the 2011 
maps, I put the hearings on hold. 
It’s next to impossible to have a 
good public discussion while an 
issue is being litigated.

During the court proceedings, 
my staff and I met with many 
citizens and advocacy groups to 
discuss their support for various 
redistricting changes. I am per-
plexed by comments from some 
advocates. Most surprising were 
two board members from the 
Pennsylvania League of  Women 
Voters who told me they had not 
read the bill they support. They 
could not explain how it would 
work. They couldn’t express 
why it’s better than other bills 
under consideration.

Other advocates surprised me 
when they declared voters could 
not be trusted to select delegates 
to a proposed citizens’ redistrict-
ing commission. They argued 
“party bosses” would take over. 
They seem to have forgotten I 
was opposed by the party estab-
lishment.

I have yet to meet someone 
who will address my biggest 
concern: If  a revamped com-
mission is unable to draw new 
maps, lines would be drawn by a 
“special master.” How does hav-
ing one unelected person draw-
ing maps constitute “reform?”

Thanks to the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court, we all may soon 
get an answer to this question. If  
the General Assembly isn’t able 
to get new maps to the governor 
by Feb. 9 and if  the governor 
doesn’t approve a plan by Feb. 
15, the court will draw the lines. 
They already have a “special ad-
viser” — again, just one person. 
This is “reform?”

I’m shocked by the court’s 
lack of  respect for our Constitu-
tion. Article III, Section 4 man-
dates: “every bill shall be con-
sidered on three different days 
in each House.” To meet this 
constitutional requirement, the 
Senate was forced to consider a 
bill with no details — just a shell 
to meet the court’s unreasonable 
timelines. How unfortunate.

The court has also stepped 
on Article IV, Section 15 of  the 
Pennsylvania Constitution, 
which gives the governor 10 days 
to sign or veto a bill. Should 
the General Assembly get him 
legislation to meet the court’s 
timelines, he’ll now have less 
than 10 days to act.

So, here we are in the quest for 
fair districts — faced with an un-
reasonable timeline that doesn’t 
allow for openness and transpar-
ency, no details on how to draw 
the new lines so as to meet court 
expectations, little rationale of  
how the court imagines the Con-
stitution was violated or how it 
will evaluate if  any new maps 
meet its currently secret defini-
tion of  what’s constitutional 
and what is not, and the distinct 
possibility one person will be 
redrawing District maps.

I want to meet the person who 
calls this “reform.”

Mike Folmer is a Republican 
member of  the Pennsylvania 
Senate whose 48th District in-
cludes Middletown. His Capitol 
office telephone number is 717-
787-5708.

Drawing 
district 
maps: This 
is reform?

EDITORIALVIEWS

Great opportunities at hand 
to strengthen ties with PSU

We have discussed several 
times in editorials how important 
the presence of  Penn State Harris-
burg is to our community.

It brings in thousands of  people 
to the area who spend money 
here, who live here, and who 
enrich the area because of  their 
skills and education.

We realize that not everyone 
feels that way. Maybe you live 
near the campus and don’t like the 
traffic. Maybe you feel students 
party too much. And, unfortu-
nately, there is probably an ele-
ment out there that doesn’t like 
the influx of  foreign students. 
Racism is still in play in 2018.

And that’s unfortunate.
There are three candidates who 

are interviewing for the PSU Har-
risburg chancellor post in the next 
few weeks, to replace the retiring 
Mukund Kulkarni. One of  the 
chancellor candidates echoed very 
closely our previously stated be-
lief: “There are communities that 
would love to have an academic 

institution as a driver in their 
community,” said John Mason, 
vice president for research and 
economic development at Auburn 
University in Alabama, who is 
also a PSU Harrisburg graduate.

Both the college and the com-
munity have a wonderful opportu-
nity right now to grow the “town 
and gown” relationship.

The Penn State Harrisburg 
interview process would serve 
both sides well if  the relationship 
with the community is part of  the 
discussion. What would the can-
didates do to strengthen the ties? 
Are there specific ways that all 
sides can move forward together?

You can get a taste of  what two 
of  the three candidates have to say 
about it in the story on the front 
page, including more from Mason.

But there is also a good chance 
for you, the residents of  the com-
munity, to play a part.

A Penn State faculty member 
has arranged a series of  three 
forums to discuss the town-and-

gown relationship. Susannah Gal, 
who happens to be on the Press & 
Journal Editorial Board, spear-
headed these events that will be 
held on Sundays in February. Her 
column outlining some of  the 
details can be read below.

These forums will approach 
the town-and-gown dynamic from 
three key angles. If  you have any 
feelings about what works — or 
what doesn’t — we encourage you 
to go and voice your opinion.

Penn State Harrisburg is not 
going away. In fact, we hope it con-
tinues to play a larger role in the 
success of  the community.

Any strides we can make to 
bring that important institution 
closer to the community, to enrich 
our lives here in Middletown, in 
Lower Swatara Township and all 
municipalities in the area, should 
be embraced. 

A new chancellor. Forums to 
discuss the issues at hand. The po-
tential exists. Let’s take advantage 
of  the opportunity.

Newspapers continue to make a difference with Real News

Mark Zuckerberg recently an-
nounced that Facebook would 
begin prioritizing high-quality 
news on the social network by 
allowing its users to rank news 
sources that they see as the 
most credible and trustworthy, 
citing “too much sensational-
ism, misinformation and polar-
ization in the world today.” 

Shortly after this statement 
was made, the New York Times’ 
stock jumped nearly 9 percent, 
indicating that the public’s 
interest in Real News has hit 
the comeback trail. For newspa-
per companies and newspaper 
readers across Pennsylvania, it 
never left. 

News media organizations 
across the commonwealth have 
made noticeable changes over 

the past decade. We launched 
digital platforms, streamlined 
processes, and created other 
efficiencies to better serve our 
readers. However, what we did 
not change is our dedication to 
reporting honest and credible 
news from the dedicated jour-
nalists who live amongst us. It 
is the bedrock of  what newspa-
pers in Pennsylvania stand for 
today, and will stand for always 
— and that is a change we will 
never make. Our dedication as 
the Fourth Estate is the reason 
we come to work and cover 
your community with journal-
ists who care about seeking the 
truth. 

These have been very good 
journalistic years in this state. 
The persistent and conscien-
tious efforts of  newsrooms, 
both large and small, has led to 
safer and more informed com-
munities . 

The Bucks County Courier 
Times’ series “Unwell Water” 
exposed unsafe drinking water 

from leaking chemicals, forced 
the U.S. military to admit the 
truth and led to the closure of  
scores of  public drinking water 
wells.   

The investigation by LNP in 
Lancaster into a local school 
board’s lack of  transparency 
led to county and state probes, 
pressured the school district to 
restore arts and music pro-
grams that had been cut and 
forced the superintendent and 
two school board members to 
resign.

The Philadelphia Inquirer’s 
“Toxic City” investigation re-
vealed that thousands of  Phila-
delphia children were poisoned 
by lead paint at a far higher 
rate than those in Flint, Michi-
gan, yet they were ignored by 
city health officials. Reaction to 
the story caused city and state 
leaders to increase funding 
and crack down on dangerous 
properties.

The Sentinel in Carlisle pub-
lished a series on the Interstate 

81 shooter’s criminal history 
and found numerous missteps 
and failings of  the criminal 
justice system that may have 
contributed to the murder of  
two people. The stories led to re-
sponses from national and state 
anti-domestic violence groups.

Too often, we were afraid to 
tout what we do and why we do 
it, but now is the time to remind 
all that newspapers matter 
more than ever. We care that we 
get it right — or we will own it 
and make it right if  we make a 
mistake. Rest assured that we 
never compromise on our core 
principles given to us via the 
First Amendment. Great local 
journalism produced by proud 
local employees who under-
stand that fact over fiction is 
our brand now and forever. 

Let the others who do this 
for alternative reasons exit 
the “news” business. They are 
clogging the pipelines of  truth. 
We, on the other hand, will 
move forward and will alter 

our business model to adapt as 
most companies do. However, 
we will not change the demand-
ing effort of  fact-checking and 
due diligence necessary to give 
you the straight-up news and 
information you can trust. Why 
would we? We are you — and 
we, too, demand facts and sup-
port real news.

In the end, we applaud the 
effort of  others in helping to 
identify trustworthy news sites. 
We also celebrate the fact that 
there’s no second-guessing 
required when you read a print 
or digital newspaper, or visit 
our corresponding social media 
pages. The information you’ll 
find is always credible and 
trustworthy.

President Abraham Lincoln 
said, “Let the people know the 
truth and the country is safe.” 
How poetic — and how timely.

Mark Cohen is president of  the 
Pennsylvania NewsMedia As-
sociation.
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MARK 
COHEN

What’s in it for Middletown to have 
Penn State Harrisburg here, and what’s 
in it for Penn State to have a campus in 
our area?

Those aren’t actually mutually ex-
clusive answers. There’s a lot the town 
(Middletown) and the gown (meaning 
the Penn State Harrisburg campus, in 
reference to the academic robes faculty 
and students usually wear for the com-
mencement or graduation celebration) 
can gain from the success of  one anoth-
er. Sometimes the fact that the two, town 
and gown, can be partners in supporting 
each other may not be totally obvious. 

Let me first describe a few of  the other 
college/university towns I’ve lived in 
and some of  the different flavors of  this 
relationship that can come about. I grew 
up in East Lansing, Michigan home of  
the now infamous Michigan State Uni-
versity, and moved back to East Lansing 
with my husband several years later. 
In that town, the university was right 
across the street from some of  the major 
shops and restaurants, making easy ac-
cess for students into town and for town 
people to go onto campus. The town ba-
sically doubled in size when the approxi-
mately 40,000 students were there.

When we lived in Binghamton, New 
York, my husband and I worked at 
Binghamton University. In that case, 
the university had about 15,000 students 
and the town closer to 90,000, so the dif-

ference when students were in session 
wasn’t as strongly felt. That was also 
due to the actual location of  the campus 
on a hillside far away from most of  the 
town of  Binghamton on a relatively busy 
four-lane parkway with a few shopping 
plazas along it. It certainly wasn’t as 
integrated into the surrounding commu-
nity or as easily accessible as Penn State 
Harrisburg is to Middletown. 

I remember several examples of  
strains in the town-gown relationships 
between Binghamton and Binghamton 
University. There were a lot of  homes 
that were rented by large student groups 
near our home in a residential area of  
Binghamton. There were times when 
parking on the street was challenging 
because of  that. At times, the students 
would have somewhat loud parties 
going on late into the night and resi-
dents would have to call to request the 
students quiet down or end their festivi-
ties. And one of  the most visible events 
involving students in town was the “pub 
crawl” held usually the last day of  final 
exams in May. That was when the stu-
dents basically celebrated the end of  the 
academic year or of  their time at Bing-
hamton University by walking between 
different bars in town to get drinks. 
Eventually this became so popular that 
they had to close the streets in town to 
car traffic. If  one forgot when that event 
was happening and tried to get across 
the city at that time, forget it. 

While these things may seem bad, 
rentals of  large homes in an area where 
most families lived in the suburbs pro-
vides financial options for people to own 
property in town. The bars and restau-
rants did a brisk business during pub 

crawl so you couldn’t blame them for 
being pleased the campus was growing 
in popularity. 

There were also things that Bingham-
ton University did actively to cultivate 
the relationship between the town and 
the gown. They hosted a Spring Fling 
and a summer event with rides and 
fun activities that was free and open to 
the people in town. Events on campus 
were publicized and open to the public. 
They had a huge concert hall that in the 
summer opened onto a lawn for shows 
or performances that families could 
enjoy while having a picnic. There was a 
lovely art gallery that regularly hosted 
exhibits. 

I’ve written before about some of  the 
assets Penn State Harrisburg can be 
for Middletown. Since those articles 
appeared, I’ve learned of  several other 
ways that campus students have impact-
ed positively in the community. There 
is the wonderful example of  the civil 
engineering students working with the 
borough on evaluating the stormwater 
drainage in town. There are groups of  
students and faculty working with the 
Communities That Care and another 
group with the Interfaith Housing Board 
to re-envision the thrift store space. 
At a recent “C.A.R.E Fair” on campus, 
several groups such as the Middletown 
Home, the Middletown Area Historical 
Society and Bright Horizons preschool 
were meeting students to recruit them 
as volunteers to enrich their program-
ing and provide the students with real 
world experience. 

So what can the town do for the cam-
pus and what can the campus do for the 
town? 

In an effort to explore these ques-
tions, I am coordinating a three-session 
series on town-gown relationships at the 
Presbyterian Congregation of  Middle-
town. These sessions will be held from 
9:15 to 10:15 a.m. Feb. 11, 18 and 25 in 
the Fellowship Hall of  the church at the 
corner of  Union and Water streets (290 
N. Union St.). At the first session, I will 
talk about my experiences in different 
university towns and a recent survey 
of  campus faculty and staff who live in 
Middletown providing their perspectives 
on the relationship between the town 
and the campus. On Feb. 18, members of  
the Middletown Borough Council and 
the Human Relations Commission of  
the borough will describe the opportuni-
ties they see in developing the relation-
ship between the town and this campus 
of  Penn State University. On Feb. 25, 
students of  the Penn State Harrisburg 
campus will share their perspectives on 
the relationship and what they think 
would improve their interactions with 
town residents. 

These sessions are open to the public. 
I look forward to sharing with you what 
I’ve gained so far from the good rela-
tionships between town and gown and 
learning from you what more we could 
do together. Send me ideas for how you 
think on this topic. Thanks!

Susannah Gal is associate dean of  
research and outreach and a professor of  
biology at Penn State Harrisburg, and is 
a member of  the Press & Journal Edito-
rial Board. She has lived around the 
world and made Middletown her home 
in 2015. She can be reached at susannah-
gal1000@gmail.com.

SUSANNAH  
GAL

Come out, learn about PSU-Middletown relations

This letter is in response to the Jan. 24 
guest column in the Press & Journal titled 
“Closing Three Mile Island would hurt edu-
cation, communities” by Steelton-Highspire 
School District board member Mary Carri-
cato.

If  Three Mile Island closes next year, there 
will be negative local impacts, but a taxpayer-
funded bailout isn’t the answer. Corporate 
welfare schemes like this ruin market com-
petition and stifle innovation, which ends up 
hurting the economy and costing more jobs 
down the road. 

Instead of  picking winners and losers in 
the energy market and forcing Pennsylvania 
families to pay more to bailout a private com-
pany, lawmakers should enact policies that 
increase competition to “maintain a diverse 
mix of  fuel types” and lower energy prices. 

For its part TMI should be a willing market 
participant and sell its power at a competitive 
rate. The organization responsible for man-
aging the grid doesn’t deem it necessary to 
pay a premium for power generated by TMI, 
so why should Pennsylvanians pay more? 

Taking money from hardworking taxpay-
ers and handing it over to well-connected 
businesses isn’t the way to grow strong com-
munities or boost local economies.   

Beth Anne Mumford
State director, Americans  

for Prosperity-Pennsylvania

READERVIEW

TMI bailout? 
Not on backs 
of taxpayers



www.pressandjournal.com    |    info@pressandjournal.com Wednesday, February 7, 2018 THE PRESS & JOURNAL   B5

ARIES March 21-April 20
Aries, you give everyone the 
benefit of the doubt,  and 
that’s commendable. Such a 
positive outlook will serve you 
and your relationships well.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
Taurus, you may do a bunch of 
sitting around and waiting at 
work in the days ahead. Stay 
patient and rest up, as you’ll 
need energy reserves when 
things pick up again.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
Gemini, you may need to work 
on communicating with some 
coworkers. Mixed messages 
can lead to delays, so convene 
a meeting to clear the air.
CANCER June 22-July 22

Cancer, in attempt to stay 
calm, you may be suppress-
ing feelings that really should 
come to the surface. This may 
only lead to a blowout later on. 
Transparency is key. 
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
It may be tempting to put 
on an overly cheery attitude, 
even if things are bugging you. 
Masking your feelings may 
lead to miscommunication. 
Better to keep things honest.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
Virgo, your ego is strong 
enough to withstand some 
criticism this week. Use the 
feedback to develop an even 
better version of yourself, 
which will only benefit you in 

the long run.
LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
A current situation has you 
feeling a bit pessimistic, 
Libra. But that outlook can be 
adjusted by looking into the 
future. Let upcoming plans 
restore your sunshine. 
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Scorpio, this is a good week 
to discuss an important issue 
with that special someone. It’s 
fine to have differing opinions, 
just be sure to respect each 
other’s point of view. 
SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Your energy levels may start 
off high at the beginning of the 
week, but they may quickly 

fizzle out. Roll up your sleeves 
and try to trudge through.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Feeling needed this week can 
quickly recharge your levels of 
motivation, Capricorn. Helping 
others is a surefire way to real-
ize personal satisfaction.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
You have an opportunity to 
further your education by 
doing some traveling. Don’t let 
responsibilities at home clip 
your wings this time around.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
Pisces, a busy work week is on 
the horizon, but you are set to 
make the most of every situa-
tion. Your confidence can make 
a difference.

ACROSS
 1. Plural of be
 4. Dress
10. Nothing
11. Relating to apes
12. They protect and 

serve
14. Swindle
15. Show’s partner
16. Lift
18. Raise up
22. Do something 

to an excessive 
degree

23. Occupies
24. Power-driven 

aircraft
26. Indicates position
27. Matchstick games
28. This and __
30. No longer here
31. Health insurance
34. Spore-producing 

receptacle on fern 
frond

36. Monetary unit
37. Sweet potatoes
39. Tropical Asian 

plant
40. Guilty or not
41. Carbon dioxide
42. Able to arouse 

intense feeling
48. Earl’s jurisdiction
50. Omitted
51. Heartbeat
52. Albania capital
53. Fashion acces-

sory
54. Interaction value 

analysis
55. Symbol of exclu-

sive ownership
56. More promising
58. __ student, learns 

healing
59. Nonresident 

doctor
60. Midway between 

east and southeast

DOWN
 1. Enrages
 2. Capital of Saudi 

Arabia
 3. Uses in an unfair 

way
 4. Cesium
 5. Written works
 6. Breakfast item
 7. Found in showers
 8. A way of fraction-

ing
 9. Unit of measure-

ment
12. Sailboat
13. Indian goddess
17. For each
19. Farewell
20. Ethnic group of 

Sierra Leone
21. German industrial 

city
25. Measures inten-

sity of light
29. Small, faint con-

stellation
31. Promotes enthu-

siastically
32. Malaysian inhab-

itant
33. Ancient units of 

measurement
35. An unspecified 

period
38. Frame house with 

up to three stories
41. Lassie is one
43. Martinis have 

them
44. Rant
45. Famed journalist 

Tarbell
46. Opening
47. Round Dutch 

cheese
49. Archaic form of 

do
56. Once more
57. Registered nurse

WORD SEARCH  |  ANSWERS ON B3 CROSSWORD  |  ANSWERS ON B3
Ornithology 
word search

Abdomen
Abiotic
Acclimation
Aerodynamic
Afterfeather
Air
Albumen

Bend
Biconical
Bill
Biodiversity
Bipedal
Birds
Blind
Breast
Brood
Caching

Calamus
Camber
Carrion
Clutch
Diurnal
Dive
Dorsal
Down
Eggs
Formation

Membrane
Migrant
Molt
Nicitating
Nocturnal
Pectoral
Roost
Sacs
Wing

HOROSCOPE  |  WEEK OF FEB. 7

PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Chris Rock

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am a comic born in South Carolina on Feb. 7, 1965. 
I started out doing stand-up in New York City and 
caught the eye of Eddie Murphy. I rose to prominence 
as a “Saturday Night Live” cast member in the 1990s.

As people of  faith, we cannot ignore 
the growing heroin and opioid crisis 
that engulfs our nation. 

The statistics are sobering. In 2016, 
Pennsylvania coroners and medical 
examiners reported more than 4,600 
drug-related overdose deaths. That's 
nearly 13 people every day. Thousands 
more are affected by addiction, either 
personally, or through family, friends 
and loved ones. 

This crisis of  horrific proportions has 
touched all corners of  our state. It does 
not discriminate on the basis of  religion 
or gender or race or socioeconomic sta-
tus. As a faith community, the church is 
obligated to do its part to provide hope 

and healing to those who are suffering, 
lest they become another statistic.

People who struggle with addiction 
need to know that God has not aban-
doned them, and neither has their 
church. 

We know that faith can play a major 
role in addiction recovery. A study 
conducted by Dr. Eric Kocian of  Saint 
Vincent College shows that among ad-
dicts who spoke with a priest, minister 
or rabbi, 95 percent of  them said doing 
so was an effective component of  their 
recovery process. 

Faith is a powerful antidote to ad-
diction. Through our pastoral, chari-
table and health services, the Catholic 
dioceses in Pennsylvania are helping 
people find their way through recovery. 
The scope of  addiction services offered 
by various outreaches of  the Catholic 
dioceses is vast. 

For example, in Erie, its Catholic 
Charities counseling agency has several 

satellite locations with certified drug 
and alcohol counselors. The Harbor-
creek Youth Services is a Catholic 
Charities agency that provides psychi-
atric residential treatment services to 
adolescent boys, including those who 
struggle with drug problems.

In Philadelphia, Catholic Social Ser-
vices runs a recovery house in Center 
City called Mercy Hospice for women 
struggling with substance abuse and 
their children. At St. Gabriel's Hall, 
Catholic Social Services provides a 
30-bed drug and alcohol program for 
young men adjudicated by the Philadel-
phia court system.

In Harrisburg, the Catholic Chari-
ties’ Evergreen House is a residential 
halfway house that treats people com-
ing out of  detox, after which they can 
transfer to Crescent and Willow Recov-
ery Homes, which offer independent 
supportive housing to those recovering 
from addiction. These efforts are just 

a sample of  the support services our 
Catholic dioceses undertake to help in-
dividuals in their battle with addiction. 

As we are called to serve, the opioid 
epidemic is leading Catholics to new 
ministries where we can provide spiri-
tual care and counseling. The Penn-
sylvania Catholic Conference seeks 
partnerships within our communities 
that will help us combat the opioid 
crisis at its core. The PCC also supports 
statewide initiatives that attack our 
growing drug problem, including legis-
lation that requires recovery houses to 
enforce minimum safety standards, and 
legislation that provides for an emer-
gency detoxification program to utilize 
existing beds in health care facilities to 
better service people with a substance 
abuse emergency.

As Christians, we can start by offer-
ing our prayers. We must also focus our 
energies on finding avenues to provide 
education, support and treatment in a 

nonjudgmental, loving environment. 
While some may be tempted to see drug 
addiction as a moral failing, we must 
respond to the opioid epidemic as a 
public health crisis. 

We must treat drug abuse as a dis-
ease, not a sin. Only then can we, as a 
faith community, provide true, compas-
sionate healing for the body and soul 
of  those who are struggling, no matter 
what path led them there.

The heroin and opioid crisis is a 
plague that has touched the very hearts 
and souls of  parishioners in the pews 
and the people living in our communi-
ties. It's an epidemic that spans our cit-
ies, towns and rural areas. Our Chris-
tian faith compels us to take action, to 
be part of  the solution, and to choose 
hope over hopelessness.

Robert J. O’Hara Jr., executive director 
of  the Pennsylvania Catholic Confer-
ence.

Faith must be a partner in battling opioid crisis
ROBERT  
O’HARA

Despite the potential for broadband to 
modernize the economy in rural Ameri-
ca, access and availability continue to 
lag. 

President Donald Trump’s recent 
executive order affirmed this limitation 
and the need to commit resources to 
close rural America’s digital divide.

Yet, the ability to pinpoint where 
service is and is not available is funda-
mental to closing the digital divide in 
rural areas.

Under the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of  2009, funding was 
allocated to establish a comprehensive 

nationwide map of  existing broadband 
capability and availability. Funding for 
this program ended in 2014.

Some states, such as Minnesota, have 
adopted legislation or maintained this 
degree of  regulation which require 
internet service providers to provide 
access and speed availability data at a 
granular level.

However, reporting standards vary 
and often allow for telecommunication 
services to be reported at the census 
block level. In many rural areas, census 
blocks span entire counties, leaving 
room for error in reporting service 
availability.

The accuracy of  data collected from 
internet service providers is an im-
portant tool used to determine where 
broadband access is sufficient and 
where it can be improved. 

This data is invaluable to state agen-

cies and local entities to identify where 
public resources should be invested.

For the 23 million rural Americans 
who do not have broadband speed ac-
cess, census block data is not sufficient 
to recognize and address the broadband 
gap. 

As federal and state governments 
seek to close rural America’s digital 
divide, it is imperative that gap is closed 
at the granular level, where it exists.

Jordan Rasmussen is a policy associ-
ate for the Center for Rural Affairs in 
Lyons, Nebraska. Established in 1973, 
the Center for Rural Affairs is a pri-
vate, nonprofit organization working 
to strengthen small businesses, family 
farms and ranches, and rural communi-
ties through action oriented programs 
addressing social, economic and envi-
ronmental issues.

Identify, then close digital divide in U.S.
JORDAN  
RASMUSSEN

President
Donald Trump: The White House, 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, 
D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111 or 202-456-1414. 
www.whitehouse.gov.
U.S. Senate
Sen. Pat Toomey: 248 Russell Senate Of-
fice Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 
202-224-4254. www.toomey.senate.gov.
Sen. Bob Casey: 393 Russell Senate Of-
fice Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 
202- 224-6324 or 866-802-2833. www.
casey.senate.gov.
U.S. House
Rep. Lou Barletta: 115 Cannon HOB, 
Washington, D.C. 20515. 202-225-6511 or 
855-241-5144. barletta.house.gov.
Rep. Charlie Dent: 2211 Rayburn House 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
20515, 202-225-6411. dent.house.gov.
Governor
Gov. Tom Wolf: 508 Main Capitol Build-
ing, Harrisburg, PA 17120. 717-787-

2500. website: www.governor.pa.gov.
State Legislature
Rep. Tom Mehaffie: district office, 250 
W. Chocolate Ave., Suite 2, Hershey, 
PA 17033. 717-534-1323. tmehaffie@pa-
housegop.com. www.repmehaffie.com.
Rep. David S. Hickernell: 43A East Wing, 
P.O. Box 202098, Harrisburg, PA 
17120-2098. 717-783-2076. dhickern@
pahousegop.com.
Sen. Mike Folmer: Senate Box 203048, 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3048. Room: 337 
Main Capitol. 717-787-5708 or 877-222-
1897. 
Middletown Borough
Mayor James H. Curry III: 463 N. Union St. 
Middletown, PA 17057. 610-533-4751. 
jameshcurryiii@gmail.com.
Council President Damon Suglia: 717-979-
9457, dsuglia@middletownborough.
com.
Council Vice President Dawn Knull: 717-497-
1302, dmknull73@gmail.com.

CONTACTOFFICIALS
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OUT & ABOUT

A TEAM FOR ALL TIME
SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DONALD GRAHAM

The 1968 state champion Middletown Blue Raiders basketball team was honored at halftime of Friday’s home game vs. West Perry. From left are Pat Ethridge and Gary Tennis (family of the late Ed Tennis), Janelle Sostar and Julian Hannah 
(family of Owen Hannah), trainer Sam Turns, coach Casper Voithofer, trainer Jerry Butler, and players Ed Chubb, Brett Whittle, Barry Ulsh, Charlie Bowen, Dick Barnoski, Chip Etter and Dave Twardzik.   

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JOHN WILSBACH

The 1968 state champion Middletown Blue Raiders basketball team and family members of the players pose with the current Blue Raiders’ squad before Friday night’s game.   

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY EARL HAMMAKER

Brett Whittle, Charlie Bowen and Barry Ulsh enjoy the moment at halftime.

Coach Casper Voithofer Dave Twardzik Ed Chubb

Chip Etter Charlie Bowen Brett Whittle

Dick Barnoski Barry Ulsh Jerry Butler, trainer

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY 
DONALD GRAHAM

Sam Turns, trainer

1968 squad comes back for 
halftime honor at Blue Raiders’ 

game Friday vs. West Perry
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