
Can council
plug hole in
2015 budget? 

By Eric Wise
Press And Journal Staff

Royalton prohibited people from firing guns and 
carrying loaded weapons in the borough for 
decades – but that ended when borough council 
repealed its ordinance on Tuesday, Dec. 2 to 

avoid lawsuits when a new state law takes effect.  
The new state law – an attempt to bring consistency to 

the regulation of firearms in Pennsylvania, or a gift to the 
National Rifle Association from the General Assembly, 
depending on your point of view – gives residents and 
interested organizations the legal standing to challenge any 
local gun ordinance. Any person with an interest in firearms 
regulations could challenge an ordinance adopted anywhere 
in the state.
The law, Act 192, makes it easy for any organization or one 

of its members to file a lawsuit claiming that local officials 
have exceeded their power in regulating firearms – and 
could make municipalities liable for the cost of the litiga-
tion. If someone hundreds of miles away in Greene County 
learned about Royalton’s old ordinance, he could have chal-
lenged it regardless of whether the ordinance affected him 
– or whether he has ever visited the borough, local officials 
say.
Some cities, including Lancaster, Philadelphia and Pitts-

burgh, reacted immediately by suing to block the implemen-
tation of the law. Royalton leaders decided to avoid poten-
tial problems by repealing its firearms ordinance.
“I didn’t think it was appropriate for a small municipality 

to risk becoming a test case for the law,’’ said Steven Miner, 
Royalton’s solicitor. He’s also advised Lower Allen Twp. in 
Cumberland County to repeal its ordinance banning weap-
ons, including guns, from township parks.
To Shira Goodman, a spokeswoman for CeaseFirePA, said 

the threat of lawsuits to eliminate firearms ordinances is “in-
timidation’’ for municipalities like Royalton. “It’s a daunt-
ing financial risk for these towns,’’ said Goodman, whose 
organization has filed suit to stop the law from taking effect.
Under the new law, set to take effect Jan. 15, any “person 

adversely affected” by a local firearms ordinance may sue to 
challenge the ordinance and have their legal costs covered 

by the municipality that enacted it.
Act 192 sets a broad requirement for its “person adversely 

affected,” allowing it to include any Pennsylvania resident 
who may legally own a gun, a person otherwise allowed to 
sue over the use of municipal power to regulate firearms 
and any membership organization that includes one of those 
people. Consequently, it makes the NRA and other guns’ 
rights groups “a person,” and allows them to file lawsuits 
at will at the expense of the local government that is being 
sued, opponents say. 
The new law provides “unprecedented” standing so just 

about anyone can sue, and then offers a “loser pays” reward 
that only works against the local governments, Goodman 
said. “There is nothing else like this,’’ she said.
Royalton’s ordinance, adopted in 1958, prohibited fir-

ing guns within borough limits, except in ranges that are 
licensed by the state or “for the protection of person or 
property.” The Royalton ordinance also prohibited car-
rying loaded guns in the borough with the exception of 
police, constables and “those persons carrying firearms in 
accordance with state or sheriff permits.” The repeal of the 
ordinance took effect immediately. 
“The ordinance was reasonable and was on the books for a 

long time,” but council approved the repeal, Miner said. He 
added that some borough officials and residents enjoy hunt-
ing and have respect for the right to bear arms yet found the 
ordinance sound and justifiable for Royalton.
Carl Hrescak, a council member and gun owner, said 

Royalton’s firearms ordinance was “completely reason-
able.’’ Still, the borough now will have to rely on laws in the 
Pennsylvania criminal code rather than the local ordinance, 
he said. 
Boroughs and cities often prohibit firing weapons within 

their borders in the interest of safety. Homeowners in 
boroughs typically have smaller lots than in townships, 
meaning residents live in closer proximity. Pennsylvania has 
more than 2,400 municipal governments, including some 
rural municipalities in which residents are so scattered that 
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 Quick

NEWS
Santa Claus to appear 
at Ferry House

Santa Claus will greet children 
and pets at the Ferry House at 
South Union and Ann streets in 
Middletown from 1 to 3  p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 13.
His first visit to the borough 

was scheduled for Dec. 6 but 
was postponed because of rain.
Santa also will appear at the 

Ferry House from 1 to 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, Dec. 20 and 3 to 
5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 21. His 
appearances are sponsored by 
the Middletown Area Historical 
Society.

HIA increases
parking rates
for 2015 

Parking at Harrisburg Interna-
tional Airport will cost more in 
2015.
The rate to park in the long-

term lot will go from $8.50 to 
$9.50 per day. The rate for the 
first hour in the parking garage 
will go from $2.20 to $4.40. The 
daily rate in the garage stays at 
$20.
The increases are included in 

the 2015 budget for HIA that 
was approved on Wednesday, 
Dec. 3 by the Susquehanna Area 
Regional Airport Authority, the 
airport’s owner.
“Even with these new rates, 

parking at HIA remains at or 
below levels charged at other 
parking facilities throughout the 
region,” said Tim Edwards, the 
authority’s executive director.
 

Former childcare 
worker waives theft 
charge to county court

A Middletown woman charged 
by police with taking $1,050 
in cash and gift cards from 
Ebenezer Christian Childcare in 
Lower Swatara Twp. waived the 
charge against her to Dauphin 
County Court.
Cindy Yvonne Buck, 51, of 

the 100 block of E. Emaus St., 
waived her preliminary hearing 
on Wednesday, Dec. 3 before 
District Judge David Judy. She 
is charged with a misdemeanor 
count of theft by unlawful taking.
Buck took the money and gift 

cards between June 23 and Aug. 
11 while working as assistant 
director at the childcare center, 
township police said in court 
documents. She had been 
employed for eight years at the 
center before she was fired on 
Aug. 12.
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Will new state law challenge local gun ordinances?

In Middletown, a 1960 
law restricts the “fire or 
discharge of any gun or 
other firearm, includ-
ing BB guns and pel-
let guns,’’ within the 
borough unless it is in 
defense of person or 
property. A 1975 dis-
orderly conduct law 
prohibits firearms in the 
borough hall.

 
In Highspire, a 1971 
law, amended in 1984, 
prohibits the firing of a 
gun in the borough unless 
it is in defense of person 
or property.

 
 

Lower Swatara Twp. has 
one gun ordinance that 
regulates shooting ranges. 
The township is home to 
a range.

 
 

In Londonderry Twp., a 
1991 law bans firearms, 
BB guns, air rifles, bows 
and arrows and knives 
with blades longer than  
3 inches in parks.

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

In past winters, the state paid Middletown 
Borough at least $7,300 a year to plow snow 
from Route 441, Route 230 and Vine Street 
under an agreement between the borough and 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.
This year, the borough chose not to sign the 

agreement, citing the loss of manpower and 
snow-removal equipment resulting from the 
borough entering into a 50-year lease of its water 
and sewer systems to United Water. The lease 
deal goes into effect on Jan. 1.
As a result, state-owned roads in Middletown 

won’t get plowed as fast this winter if the borough 
expects the roads to be cleared by the PennDOT, 
a department spokesman said.
“There definitely will be a slower response,” 

said spokesman Greg Penny. “People will experi-
ence a lower level of service and our response 
to getting there will be later or slower.”
Critics say the decision goes beyond inconve-

niencing drivers in that the borough is opening 
itself up to potential liability concerns if, for 
example, emergency vehicles cannot get up 
the hill on North Union Street – Route 441 – to 
reach the Frey Village Senior Living Community.
“You are gonna look like a bunch of fools,” 

resident Jack Still told Middletown Borough 

Borough nixes
snow plowing
pact with state

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

The head of Middletown Borough Council’s 
finance committee is adamant that residents not 
see a property tax or electric rate increase in 2015.
Councilor Benjamin Kapenstein is banking that 

enough money will be left over from a one-time 
$43 million payout from United Water in 2015 
that council does not have to raise taxes or the 
electric rate to plug a hole in next year’s budget.
But the hole keeps growing.
In a classic good-news, bad-news scenario, 

financial consultant Mark Morgan told the com-
mittee during a meeting on Monday, Dec. 8 that 
the previous shortfall estimate of $780,000 going 
into 2015 is now $630,000.
The estimated cost to the borough to buy elec-

tricity in 2015 will be about $150,000 less than 
what officials had projected a few weeks ago, 
Morgan said.
However, this good news was tempered by 

the update Morgan gave on the true cost of the 
just-completed downtown water and sewer line 
replacement project. Turns out $1.2 million 
won’t be enough to cover the project as previ-
ously estimated. Now the figure is more like 
$1.7 million. When unpaid bills to contractors, 
consulting engineers and others are factored in, 
Morgan said the borough needs to come up with 
closer to another $1 million to completely close 
the books on the project.

By Eric Wise
Press And Journal Staff

A Steelton man was charged by Lower Swatara 
Twp. police with taking more than $416,000 
worth of tractor-trailer rigs and their cargo from 
township businesses in 2013.
Terrell Quincy Bryant, 34, of the 800 block 

of Highland St., was charged with three counts 
of theft by unlawful taking. He was arraigned 
before District Judge Michael Smith, who set 
bail at $50,000.
Police were able to tie Bryant to the thefts using 

cell phone records and reconstructing the path the 
driver took the trucks, according to a probable 
cause affidavit filed in Smith’s office.
Bryant, also known as “Pooch’’ or “Poochy,’’ 

is believed to have taken a loaded tractor-trailer 
rig from the Transline depot at 2735 Turnpike 
Industrial Lane in Lower Swatara Twp. on Jan. 
23, 2013, according to the affidavit. Bryant had 
briefly worked for Transline in 2012.
The rig was recovered six days later in the lot 

of the Tenax Corp. in Baltimore, the affidavit 
said. Surveillance video shows the driver having 
difficulty with the truck as it bucked and stalled 
out. During the investigation, “Bryant admitted 
he is terrible at driving trucks,” police said in 
the affidavit.
In a second incident, Bryant took the same truck 

from Transline on May 3, 2013, according to the 
affidavit. This time it was recovered at a Rut-
ter’s store in Etters, police said. Police believe 
Bryant was in contact with the driver assigned 

Police charge man
with theft of rigs,
cargo worth $400k
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 HOMEMADE FOOD! 
Kitchen opens at 5 p.m. Take out available!

BRING THIS AD FOR 

$5.00 OFF
your Bingo package!
No duplicates accepted.

Expires 1/2/15.

Deck the Halls with Allegro con Fuoco!
Sunday, December 14 • 2:30 pm

Join in the Holiday Spirit as 
Tyler Canonico & Jordan Markham
present a lively concert of duet music 

for Organ and Piano!
Free-will offering will benefi t the Music 

Ministry at Grace United Methodist Church

The Historic Grace United Methodist Church
216 State Street, Harrisburg • 717-238-6739

with Allegro con Fuoco!

The Holiday Candlelight Tour of 
Homes  

Historic Middletown, Pennsylvania 
 

Sat. December 13, 2014 4-8 p.m. 
Sun., December 14, 2014 1-5 p.m. 

 

Tickets available prior to the Tour $10.00 
The Press and Journal Offices 

20 S. Union St. ~ Middletown PA 
Week Days 8:30 ~ 4:00 

CASH OR CHECK  ONLY 
Tickets also available during Tour hours for 

$12.00 at 
The Event Place, 11 S. Union St. 

www.MiddletownHistoricHomeTour.com 
Follow us on Facebook 

Middletown Home Tour 
Free Wine Tasting at the Vineyards at  

Hershey for tour ticket holders during tour hours 

HOLIDAY TEA at the SMULLER HOUSE 
BED & BREAKFAST 

460 N. Union St.  Middletown, PA 
December 13, 2014 
2:00 pm—4:00 pm 

$30.00 
HOLIDAY TEA and HOLIDAY HOME TOUR TICKET 

$35.00 
(Save $5.00) 

CASH OR CHECK ONLY  
Limited Seating—Please call 805-5011 or 930-0931 to 

reserve your seat or email to  
MiddletownHomeTour@hotmail.com  

Column No. 774/December 10, 2014
                                
Why Genealogy Is Important For Children - Maureen A. Taylor
 There are plenty of reasons why adults should be curious about family history, 

but what about children? Why should adults teach children about genealogy? 
I’m sure you have a few answers of your own.
 My interest in genealogy and history began when I was about 9. At that 

point, there were no books written on the subject for kids. Instead I worked 
my way through Gilbert Doane’s “In Search of Your Ancestors” and followed 
his advice for about a year. It was a college history assignment that rekindled 
my interest in the topic and led to my working in the field. That’s when I dis-
covered that family history is a great way to teach children local, national and 
international history. Over the years, as I worked with school groups, it became 
apparent there was still a lack or resources for children interested in genealogy. 
When writing, “Through the Eyes of Your Ancestors” (Houghton Mifflin 1999), I 
interviewed professional genealogists and friends to find out about their childhood 
experiences with genealogy. They told me two things. First, that they found fam-
ily history fascinating as children but didn’t know how to go further with it, and 
second, that their grandparents played a pivotal role in their future as genealogists. 
 I bet many of your first became interested in the topic as children, but waited 
until you were adults before your started researching those names.  Think of 
all the interviews you
could have conducted with relatives that are no longer alive. My grand-

mother never talked about her family, and I’ve been stuck on her parents for 
decades. If only I’d known what to ask. Perhaps that brick wall wouldn’t exist. 
 So why get children involved with family history, and how do you do it? Let 
me give you a few reasons and suggestions: 
 It Provides Kids with a Connection. Every day in news we hear about 

children gone astray because they feel disconnected to their family and the 
world. As genealogists you know that families are endlessly fascinating. By 
filling in the blanks on the charts you discover that while all families are 
unique, researching our family is a personal detective story. You discover 
characteristics about yourself that you have in common with an earlier ancestor. 
For example, a musically talented child discovers that his great-grandfather 
played an instrument and sang in the church choir. The news media also fo-
cuses attention on how different families are today than in past generations. 
As a genealogist I object. The variations in today’s households are not that 
different than in previous centuries although they are talked about more. For 
adoptees, research can help them connect to their adoptive family. This also 
means creating a sense of family by discussing the adoption process as well 
as why they were adopted (in age appropriate language), how you selected 
their names and teaching them about their heritage. If they know their birth 
name, adopted children can also research their birth family. Of course there 
are lots of different adoption stories, so think about how to establish that link 
using their history.
 Pass on a Sense of History. At home, children need to have a sense of his-

tory. It’s part of understanding who they are. This includes their own personal 
history as well as how world history influenced family decisions. Talk about 
what you did when you were their age, finding a common element. My children 
can’t believe that their grandparent’s lived without modern “necessities.” This 
is basic history. When was television invented and when did you first experi-
ence it? What was your town like a few years ago or a century ago? Ask them 
to keep a dairy, write a memoir, take pictures, or create a scrapbook. The final 
format is whatever they would like to produce based on their own creativity. 
It could even be a comparison of what their life is like compared to another 
family member’s life at their age. History surrounds kids, but they don’t think 
about it. They primarily live in the present. In my kid’s case, they live for the 
moment without thought of what came before so I try to incorporate history 
into everyday life through ordinary tasks. It’s difficult to talk about history 
without boring children and the same is true for family history. My son loves 
sports, but hates all the protective equipment. It only takes a moment to insert 
a comment about the lack of shin pads and helmets when I was a kid to get his 
attention. Instead of waiting for him to ask another question, I’ll ponder out 
loud, “I wonder what (insert the sport) was like when Grandpa was a kid?” I 
like to think of genealogy as the history of everyone in the family even pets. 
No detail is too small to mention. After all, the goal is keep kids a part of the 
family and create a future generation of genealogists.
 Gives Them A Context in Which to Understand the World - There are 

common threads that reappear in every generation besides birth, marriage, 
and death. Ask any student how many times they’ve moved in their lifetime 
and what the readjustment was like and you have a context for mentioning 
immigration. Many children move at least once during their school years. 
The local high school uses census documents to teach about immigration and 
assimilation. Unless the children are immigrants, moving is something they 
can relate to. War is another current that runs throughout family history. What 
is your family’s experience during wartime, the current one and past ones? 
Older children can interview people, research documents and write about their 
findings. This is part of what we do as genealogists. By teaching kids family 
history one step at a time, you have a chance of giving them a lifetime hobby.
 It’s An Intergenerational Activity - Have I convinced you yet that it’s im-

portant to introduce children to family history? I hope so. If not, think about 
all the time you’ve spent accumulating documents, photographs, and artifacts 
from your family. Now, whom are you going to leave all that material to? Once 
you get a child curious about their family history and keep them interested 
you’ve found someone who’s going to take care of your efforts. By the time I 
learned enough about family history, countless documents were lost or thrown 
out when someone died. Teaching children about family history, not only lets 
you work on an activity together it lets them experience genealogy first hand 
by working with various family members. As they save their heritage it builds 
a sense of responsibility. I’ve spoken with many genealogists who despair over 
the lack of relatives interested in their hobby. I’m basically a stubborn person; 
I just keep trying different methods to reach out to kids until I find something 
that works. You can, too.
 Future Members - Here’s a pet peeve. Why don’t more genealogical societ-

ies offer special memberships and programming for children? By educating 
a younger generation about family history you not only encourage them to 
become adult members but reach out to their parents as well. The Boy Scouts 
have a genealogy badge, but once those boys start researching their history, 
where else can they go? Someday, a genealogical organization will see that their 
future is with the children. After all, not only are they potential members, but 
donors as well. On a related topic, wouldn’t it be wonderful to have a geneal-
ogy magazine for kids full of interesting projects, activities, and first person 
stories? The projected market for these subscriptions and publications are not 
only children aged 9 and up, but all the teachers that include family history in 
their classroom. In many states, genealogy is taught as part of the curriculum 
on understanding similarities and as well as social studied. Teachers use it in 
a variety of ways including math assignments, English, history and art. There 
is a way to use it to teach almost every subject, even science now that genetics 
is being studied. Genealogical societies shouldn’t underestimate the need for 
memberships directed at children: It’s a huge potential market.
I know that it’s been said before, but investing in children is an investment 

in our future.
I don’t know who said it or why, but the same thought applies to genealogy. 

By spending time helping kids understand family history, all of us benefit. 
A little less history is lost and you’ve given them a sense of how the world 
works. I would love to hear from more people who started their family history 
research as children. Please send me an e-mail and let me know more about it.                                     
 I wish to thank Ancestry Daily News (http://www.ancestry.com/ Daily News).
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Sharman Meck Carroll 
PO Box 72413, Thorndale, PA 19372
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Be A Good Neighbor.
Lend A Hand,
When You Can.

Live Come dy Show
featuring Earl David Reed
December 13 • 8:00 pm

Highspire VFW 8638
$20  per person 

or
$15 if you bring a toy 

for Toys for Tots
For tickets & more information

Call 717-939-9937
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LONDONDERRY FIRE CO. - 2655 Foxianna Rd., Middletown • 944-2175

Held 2nd Sunday 
of each month

32 TOTAL GAMES
Packages start at

6 cards for 
$25

2 Large Guaranteed 
Jackpots

Doors & Kitchen 
open at noon 

Bingo starts at
 2 pm

$5.00 OFF 
with this ad!
Exp. 1/11/15

Bakery & Take-out Cafe Now Open 
100 Brown St. Suite 14, Middletown • Tues.-Fri. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Also visit our stand at Saturday's Market, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Order Your Christmas Cookies!
Order Forms available in store & by phone, 388-1766 or 350-6146

www.macriscatering.com

S. Union & E. Emaus Sts.   944-1002
Elksmovies.com

Tickets: $6.75 Adults  • $4.75 Seniors (62+) 
 Children (under 9), PSU Students Discount

All tickets $8

Saturday, December 13 • 7:30 pm
Sunday, December 14 • 5:00 pm

By Jim Lewis
Press And Journal Staff

Remember the sit-in? It was a non-
violent protest against everything from 
civil rights abuses to the Vietnam War 
at college campuses in the 1960s.
Eleven Penn State Harrisburg stu-

dents staged a new version of the 
protest – a “die-in’’ – at the university’s 
student union and library on Thursday, 
Dec. 4. Their mission: Protest a recent 
decision by a New York City grand jury 
to issue no indictment in the death of 
a black man while in the chokehold 
of a New York police officer who 
was arresting him for illegally selling 
cigarettes on Staten Island.
The protest began rather benignly, 

with participants laying quietly on 
the floor, occasionally chanting, “No 
justice, no peace.’’ But it grew into 
a social experiment of sorts when 
campus police responded, and fellow 
students posted their thoughts on the 
Internet as the protesters made their 
way around the campus. If you’ve 
wondered how a simple incident could 
grow into something more serious, 
you might have learned something 
from the protest.
The protest – for “the injustices of the 

past few weeks and the past few de-
cades,’’ announced Boris Pouponneau, 
one of the protestors – began quietly 
on the floor in the campus cafeteria, 
drawing curious glances and raised cell 

Press And Journal Photos by Jim Lewis

Penn State Harrisburg students stage a “die-in’’ at the campus 
library on Thursday, Dec. 4 to protest a grand jury’s decision to reject 
an indictment in a recent incident where a black man died while in the 
hold of a New York City police officer.

Campus police Chief Kevin Stoehr meets with protestors outside 
the Capital Union Building.

“Die-in” staged at Penn State Harrisburg 
phones as some students attempted to 
snap photos on phone cameras.
It moved to the student union’s 

lobby, where it was joined by two 
high-ranking university officials, then 
to the library, where fellow students 
occasionally glanced from their books 
or computer screens to observe it.
When protestors reached an in-

tersection of two campus streets, 
some stopped in the crosswalks. The 
potential to block traffic brought a 
campus police officer running to the 
intersection, concerned about the stu-
dents’ safety, ordering protesters to the 
sidewalks. “Off the road, please,’’ she 
yelled. “We don’t want anybody hurt.’’
Some protestors moved as a car pulled 

up to the intersection. Three hesitated, 
seemingly torn between making their 
point by delaying traffic and obeying 
the officer. “You’re breaking the law 
being in the intersection,’’ the officer 
insisted. “Please don’t break the law, 
guys. You break the law, you get ar-
rested.’’
Soon the officer was demanding 

identification. As two protestors, one 
carrying a small sign that read, “Black 
lives matters,’’ walked down the road, 
the officer pulled out a cell phone to 
take their picture. The protestors hid 
their faces. “What’s the matter? Not 
so proud of your cause that you want 
to cover your faces?’’ the officer said.
Campus police Chief Kevin Stoehr 

eventually caught up with the protes-
tors outside the Capital Union Build-
ing, assuring the students that police 
respected their right to protest while 
urging them to notify his department 
of future campus die-ins. “This is 
America – people have the right to as-
semble, they have the right to protest,’’ 
Stoehr told them. “Civil disobedience 
– that’s not a problem.’’
Still, “We want to make sure it’s safe 

so that we don’t put you or anybody 
else in harm’s way,’’ Stoehr told them.
The campus police officer shook 

hands with the protestors. There was 
a fatal pedestrian accident on campus 
years ago, she pointed out.
The intersection was on the pro-

testors’ list of places to stop, said 
Pouponneau, a recent student who, 
university officials pointed out, is not 
enrolled during the fall semester. “We 
realized if we don’t speak for ourselves 

and have our own voices, no one is 
going to speak for us,’’ Pouponneau 
said. Stopping at the intersection was 
intended to “make sure we’re seen by 
as many people on campus as pos-
sible,’’ he said.
To student Dalian Salmon, one of 

the protestors, Stoehr’s talk with the 
students showed “he had good inten-
tions’’ in making sure the protest was 
safe. “That approach was better than 
how the police officer approaches 
us,’’ she said.

The protest did draw comments by 
students on Yik Yak, an Internet site, 
that may surprise you.
“Library’s about to get looted,’’ one 

commenter posted. “Time to pull out 
the white sheets and pointy hats,’’ 
commented another poster.
Others made pleas for everyone, 

black and white, to get along. “Go on 
yak and see all these racist comments,’’ 
one poster wrote. “Can’t we all just 
get along?’’
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Uncompromising Quality
Enduring Beauty
Timeless
Remembrance

Personalized laser etchings now available

568 N. Union St., Middletown, PA • 944-3441
www.gingrichmemorials.com

3444 Round Top Rd., Elizabethtown

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES

•Tree & Shrubbery Pruning•Tree & Stump Removal
•Fertilization •Cabling

TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial
State Licensed Applicator

 FULLY INSURED
YEAR ’ROUND

24 Hr. Storm Damage Response

533-4458 • 367-3724 

Daniel L. Musser, 
Certifi ed Arborist

Hershey

MEMBER

NATIONAL ARBORIST 
ASSOCIATION

DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Mon., Thurs., Fri. 6-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefloorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLoor & WaLL CoVering

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Dunn's Antiques

Always buying gold, silver, coins & currency, jewelry, 
furniture, glassware, military items, whole estates

SHOP AT OUR NEW 3,000 sq. ft. LOCATION!
2798-B Market Street (Rt. 230), Elizabethtown
Between Middletown & Elizabethtown • Only 11/2 miles from Saturday's Market!

Selling largest selection of estate jewelry, diamonds, tens of thousands of comic 
books, toys, glassware, pottery, unusual items, china, furniture, sterling jewelry.

New items arriving daily!

Open Monday-Saturday • 12-6 Or By Appointment

610-413-4608 Anytime

 Jean W. Herneisey Greenawalt, 80, of 
Middletown, entered into eternal rest 
on Thursday, December 4, at Mount 
Joy Hospice Center, Mount Joy.
 She was born on October 24, 1934 in 

Middletown to the late Leroy Sr. and 
Bertha Fallinger Herneisey.
 Jean retired as a secretary from 

the New Cumberland Army Depot; 
was a member of New Beginnings 
Church, Middletown; was a graduate 
of Middletown High School Class 
of 1952; and she loved reading and 
spending time with her loving family 
and dear friends.
 In addition to her parents, she was 

preceded in death by her loving hus-
band Ronald Greenawalt, and four 
brothers Leroy Herneisey Jr., Merlin 
Herneisey, Jack Herneisey, and Paul 
Herneisey.
 She is survived by her brother Neil  

Herneisey and wife Tina, and sister 
Faye Hipple and husband Wally, all 
of Middletown.
 Funeral Service: Wednesday, 

December 10 at 11 a.m. at New 
Beginnings Church, 630 S. Union 
St., Middletown, with Pastor Britt 
Strohecker officiating. 

 Burial will take place at Middletown 
Cemetery after the service. 
 The family has entrusted the care of 

the Matinchek and Daughter Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, Inc. 
to handle the arrangements.
 The family wants to especially thank 

the Mount Joy Hospice Center for 
their excellent care and compassion 
for Jean. 
 Memorial contributions can be made 

to Mount Joy Hospice Center,  4075 
Old Harrisburg Pike, Mount Joy, PA 
17552. 
 Online condolences can be sent to 

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneral-
home.com.

Jean Greenawalt
 Karen Brennan, 68, of Middle-

town, passed away on Sunday,  
November 30, 2014. 
 Born in Lancaster, she was the 

daughter of Robert Charles Fultz Sr. 
and Josephine Lash Fultz. 
 Karen had worked with Clinique, 

Revlon and Lancome as a sales con-
sultant; she most recently had been em-
ployed at the Middletown Pharmacy, 
as a merchandiser; she attended Faith 
Outreach Center Church, Middletown; 
and she enjoyed crocheting, garden-
ing, and cooking.
 She is survived by her two sons Brian 

S. (Cindy) Brennan Sr. of Marysville, 
and Alan J. (Colleen) Brennan of Hum-
melstown; eight grandchildren; one 
great-grandchild; four siblings Robert 
(Shirley) Fultz Jr. of Grantville, Wil-
liam (Cynthia) Fultz of Middletown, 
George (Sandy) Fultz of Reading, 
Cheryl (Donn) Forsyth of Middle-
town; and her former spouse, Dennis 
Brennan of Linglestown.
 Memorial Service: 11 a.m. on Sat-

urday, December 6, at Coble-Reber 
Funeral Home, Ltd., 208 N. Union 
St., Middletown.
 Interment will be private. 

Karen Brennan

 If desired, in lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may be made in 
Karen’s memory to Faith Outreach 
Center Church, 100 Brown St., 
Middletown, PA 17057. 

Patricia A. Reider, 86, of Middletown, 
entered into eternal rest on Tuesday, 
December 2, at home, surrounded by 
her loving family.
 She was born on September 25, 1928 

in Harrisburg to the late Willis S. and 
Katherine Brubaker Geiger.
 Patricia was a former owner of  

Reider’s Hardware, Inc., Middletown, 
and also retired at Penn State Har-
risburg Campus; she was a member 
of St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Middletown; was a gradu-
ate of John Harris High School class 
of 1946; and she enjoyed shopping, 
jigsaw and crossword puzzles, and 
most importantly caring for her lov-
ing family.
 In addition to her parents, she was 

preceded in death by her loving hus-
band Walter Reider, who passed away 
on August 26, 2013.
 She is survived by her daughter Pa-

mela A. Kaylor and husband Robert, 
and son Patrick A. Reider and wife 
Janet, all of Middletown; four grand-
children Allison N. Long and fiancé 
Jerry E. Barnes, Melissa S. Rohner, 
Geri M. Colquhoun, and Timothy L. 
Reider; and eight great-grandchildren.
 Memorial Services: Saturday, De-

cember 13 at 10 a.m. at St. Peter’s 
Evangelical Church, Middletown, 
Spring and Union sts., Middletown, 
with the Reverend Dr. J. Richard 
Eckert officiating. 
 A visitation will be held from 9 a.m. 

until the time of the service on Saturday 
at the church.  
 Inurnment will be in Memorial Gar-

dens at St. Peter’s Kierch, corner of 

Patricia Reider

N. Union and High sts., Middletown.
 In lieu of flowers, the family requests 

donations be made to St. Peter’s Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church, Spring and 
Union sts., Middletown, PA 17057 
and Hospice of Central Pa., 1320 Lin-
glestown Road, Harrisburg, PA 17110
 The family has entrusted the care of 

the Matinchek and Daughter Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, Inc., 
to handle the arrangements.
 Online condolences can be sent to 

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneral-
home.com.
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Schneider iS hiring  
truck driverS!
Experienced drivers, new Class A CDL 
holders and owner-operators should apply 
($6,000 tuition reimbursement for qualified 
candidates) 

uP tO $6,000 Sign-On bOnuS may aPPly 
earn uP tO $78,000-80,000/year

Tanker and Dedicated Work

Some drivers home daily  |  Team and Solo

apply: schneiderjobs.com/newjobs   |   more info: 800-44-Pride

Richard Reinard
 Richard C. “Squirrel” Reinard, 61, of 

Middletown, entered into eternal rest 
on Monday, November 24, at Hershey 
Medical Center, Hershey.
 Services: Saturday, December 6 at 

New Beginnings Church, Middletown. 
Pastor Britt Strohecker officiated. 
 For additional information, please go 

to our website at www.matinchekand-
daughterfuneralhome.com. 

Esther Zimmerman 
 Esther E. Zimmerman, 93, of 

Middletown, entered into eternal rest 
on Monday, December 1. 
 Funeral Service: Monday, Decem-

ber 8 at 11 a.m. at Matinchek and 
Daughter Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Services, Inc., 260 E. Main St., 
Middletown. 
 Additional information and full 

obituary can be found at www.mat-
inchekanddaughterfuneralhome.com.

 Jack E. Spearing, 79, of Lewisberry, 
went home to be with his Lord and 
Savior on Sunday, December 7, at 
Holy Spirit Hospital, surrounded by 
his family.
 He was born on July 1, 1935, in 

Lewistown to the late Ollie R. and 
Dollie L. Rowe Spearing.
 Jack retired after teaching music 

for 42 years in the Carroll County, 
Maryland and Middletown Area 
School Districts; he was a graduate 
of Lebanon Valley College; was a 
member of PMEA and the New Cum-
berland Towne Band; and he greatly 
enjoyed being an active member of 
Grace Baptist Church of Lewisberry. 
Jack liked to travel, learn new things, 
work outside in the yard, play the piano 
and trombone and most importantly, 
loved spending time with his family.
 Surviving are his wife of 49 years, 

Lynne D. Steger Spearing; two 
daughters Julie L. Clouser of New 
Cumberland, and Karen D. (Stephen) 
Mann of Wethersfield, Conn.; a brother 
Thomas R. (Nancy) Spearing of Jersey 
Shore; and five grandchildren Addison 
Clouser and Katharine, Elizabeth, 
Madalynne and Charlotte Mann.
 Funeral  Service: Saturday,  

December 13 at 11 a.m. at Grace 
Baptist Church of Lewisberry, 780 

Jack Spearing

Woodland Dr., Lewisberry, with Pastor 
Don Isely officiating. 
 Burial will take place at Tri-County 

Memorial Gardens in Lewisberry fol-
lowing the service. 
 A viewing will be held from 5 to  

7 p.m. on Friday, December 12, at 
the church.
 The family suggests memorial con-

tributions be made to Grace Baptist 
Church of Lewisberry, 780 Woodland 
Dr., Lewisberry, PA 17339. 
 For directions or to send messages 

of condolence, please visit www.
Parthemore.com.

Helen J. Updegrove, 75, of Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest at home 
on Sunday, December 7, surrounded 
by her loving family.
 Service: Thursday, December 11, at 

noon at the Matinchek and Daughter 
Funeral Home, with Pastors Michael 
R. Nelson and Stefanie DiFrancesco 
officiating.  
 A viewing will be held on Wednes-

day, December 10 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
and Thursday from 11:30 a.m. until 
the time of the service.
 For additional information, please go 

to our website at www.matinchekand-
daughterfuneralhome.com.

Card Of Thanks
 
We wish to thank relatives, friends 

and neighbors for their kindness and 
sympathy shown during our recent be-
reavement at the death of our mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother, 
Catherine Drayer.
 Also for the beautiful flowers, cards 

and memorial remembrances.

The Drayer and Kesselring Families

Adv.

Rosa C. Lutter Amspacher, 92, of 
Middletown, loving and devoted 
housewife, mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother, entered into 
eternal life on Saturday, December 6, 
at the Jewish Home in Linglestown.
 She was born in New Freedom on 

August 29, 1922 and was the daughter 
of the late Conrad and Sophia Keller 
Lutter.
 She was a member of Seven Sorrows 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic 
Church, Middletown; Rosa worked 
in the Bensley Elementary School 
cafeteria in Chesterfield County, Va., 
and in the cafeteria of the Harrisburg 
State Hospital in Harrisburg; she was 
a member of the Hershey Region An-
tique Auto Club of America for over 
25 years; and she enjoyed sewing, 
crocheting, playing board and card 
games, cooking, and baking, and rais-
ing her children and grandchildren.
 In addition to her parents, Rosa was 

preceded in death by her husband 
Wilbur G. Amspacher, and her sister 
Loretta Amspacher.
 Rosa is survived by her six loving 

children Patricia A. of Middletown, 
Leon F., husband of Debbie K. Am-
spacher of Elizabethtown, Mary E., 
wife of the late John J. Scheaffer of 
Middletown, Rozena K., wife of James 
Osterbind of Chesterfield, Va., Connie 
M., wife of Bobby Davis of Midlo-
thian, Va., and Wayne R. Amspacher of 
Westminster, Md.; sister Sr. Elizabeth 
T. Lutter of Aston, Pa.; brother John 
Lutter of New Freedom; 10 grand-
children; and 9 great-grandchildren.
 Mass of Christian Burial: December 

12 at 11 a.m. at Seven Sorrows of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church, 
280 N. Race St., Middletown, with the 
Rev. Ted Keating as celebrant.
 Burial will be at Indiantown Gap 

National Cemetery, Annville, with the 
Rev. Ted Keating officiating.

 Viewing will be on Thursday,  
December 11, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
Matinchek & Daughter Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, 260 E. Main 
St., Middletown, with recitation of the 
Holy Rosary at 7:45 p.m. An additional 
viewing will be held from 10 a.m. 
until the time of Mass in the narthex 
of Seven Sorrows on Friday.
 The family would like to express their 

gratitude toward the Jewish Home and 
staff for the care they gave Rosa over 
the past seven years. 
 In lieu of flowers, please donate to 

Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Catholic Church, Middletown.
 Condolences may be sent online at 

http://www.matinchekandddaugh-
terfuneralhome.com/www.pennlive.
com/obits.

Rosa Amspacher

Press And JournAl
20 S. Union Street, Middletown  944-4628

or email: info@pressandjournal.com
NO VEHICULAR TRANSACTIONS
Please Call Our Office In Advance

NEED  A 
NOTARY?

Take the 

QUICK OPINION POLL
Answer questions at: pressandjournal.com

Helen Updegrove
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FOR RENT

You go everywhere we go:  
 online and print!

easy to do: online pressandjournal.com | email info@pressandjournal.com | call 717-944-4628 | visit 20 S. Union St.

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices: 
Call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

COMMUNITY

PRINT&WEB
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICES

FREE AD EXCHANGE
For Mail Subscribers

Construction
Home Improvement

Employment
Bus Drivers Needed
AM & PM routes, sports & field trips

Great job for mothers with children
Contact 

DAWN or PAT
944-0331

FIRST STUDENT
Middletown

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

FOR RENT - If you have something 
to rent, give us a call. We’ll put your 
ad in the Press & Journal. Thursday 
and Friday are the best days to call. 
Deadline for classifieds is Monday at 
9 a.m. All Classified line ads must be 
paid in advance. Call 717-944-4628. 
(1/1TF)

2 BEDROOM APT. – Route 441, 
South of Middletown. Newly remod-
eled, laundry room, extra parking, ga-
rage available. No pets. $800/month, 
$800/security deposit. Call 717-940-
1929 or 717-940-3313. (12/31) 

BOROUGH OF Penbrook – 1 and 
2 bedrooms furnished, 2 bedrooms 
unfurnished. Starting at $610. Ask 
about our October specials. Call 717-
526-4600. (9/17TF)

COLONIAL PARK – 1 to 2 bedrooms 
fully furnished corporate suites. Call 
717-526-4600. (12/26TF)

APARTMENT – 1 BEDROOM, fur-
nished in Highspire. Starting at $530/
mo., includes gas heat, hot water, 
sewer, trash. 717-526-4600. (3/28TF) 

For sale: Bose IE2 in-ear audio 
headphones, three pairs of StayHear 
tips, carrying case. New, in original 
box. $100. Call 717-939-6162.

For sale: Like new Craftsman Track 
snow blower, 9 HP, Garage stored, 
used 2 or 3 times. Call 717-944-1505 
for more information. Please leave 
message on machine.

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 
– Get hands on training as FAA 
certified Aviation Technician. Fi-
nancial Aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
888-834-9715
Meet singles right now! No paid 

operators, just real people like 
you. Browse greetings, exchange 
messages and connect live. Try it 
free. Call now: 1-877-552-5513
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES 

NEEDED! Become a Medical Of-
fice Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED! Online training gets 
you job ready! HS Diploma/GED 
& PC/Internet needed! 1-888-
424-9412
SOCIAL WORKER TRAINING 

PROGRAM! Help others in your 
community now! NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED! Orleans Tech in 
Philadelphia can get you trained! 
1-888-407-6008 HS Diploma/
GED required Orleanstech.edu/
disclosures
COMPUTER, CABLE & SATEL-

LITE INSTALLATION TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Class forming now at 
Orleans Tech! NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED! We get you trained & 
ready to work! 1-888-407-5979 
HS Diploma/GED & valid Drivers 
license required. Consumer info 
at Orleanstech.edu/disclosures
COURT REPORTER TRAIN-

ING! Orleans Tech can train you 
for a career working as a Judicial 
Reporter, Broadcast Captionist & 
more! Call Now for our Free Info 
Kit! 1-888-379-3546 OrleansCR.
com HS Diploma/GED required

LIKE NEW – 2009 2 bedrooms 
located in Haborton Place. FP, AC, 
special pricing, $28,900. Financing 
available. Lebanon Valley Homes. 
717-838-1313. (12/12TF)

NICE OAKBROOK Manufactured 
home located in Middletown. 2 bed-
rooms, 1 bath, oil heat. New carpeting, 
lighting and skirting. $10,000 lot rent 
is $348.00 plus water. Call A. Hunter 
Porperty Management 717-274-2104.

NICE 2004 SKYLINE Manufactured 
home in Middletown. 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths, propane heat. Includes stove, 
washer/dryer and refrigerator. $18,900 
lot rent is $348.00 plus water. Call A. 
Hunter 717-274-2104. (12/10)

Lease the Hunting Rights to your 
land and earn top $$$. Call for free 
quote & info packet. Hunting Leases 
Done Right since 1999. 1-866-309-
1507. www.BaseCampLease.com

DEER RIVER/NY STATE LAND 5 
acres – Deer River - $19,995. Borders 
stateland. Excellent grouse and deer 
area. Borders ATV/snowmobile trail. 
Financing available. $157/month – 
Contact us by phone to receive FREE 
closing costs! 1-800-229-7843. Or visit 
www.LandandCamps.com

ESTATE NOTICE
In the Matter of the Estate of Edna M. 

Johnson a/k/a Edna Mae Johnson, late 
of Middletown, Dauphin County, Penn-
sylvania, Deceased.

Letters Testamentary on the above 
Estate having been granted to Cindy M. 
Johnson, Executrix, all persons indebted 
to the Estate are requested to make 
payment(s) and those having claims to 
present the same, without delay, to the 
Executrix at the following addresses:

Cindy M. Johnson
880 Evergreen Drive
Middletown, PA 17057

or to:

Orris C. Knepp, III, Esquire
10 S. Wayne Street 
Lewistown, PA 17044

12/3-3T #209
www.publicnoticepa.com

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Letters 

Testamentary on the Estate of Evelyn B. 
Bowman, Deceased, late of Susquehanna 
Township, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
have been granted to the undersigned 
Executor. All persons therefore indebted 
to said estate are requested to make 
immediate payment, and those having 
just claims will please present the same, 
duly authenticated, for settlement, without 
delay. David L. Bowman, 2100 Forster 
Street, Harrisburg, PA 17103 – Executor; 
Gerald J. Brinser – Attorney.

12/10-3T #210
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Dauphin County Prison Board of 

Inspectors has scheduled the following 
meetings for the year 2015.  All meetings 
will begin at 1:30 p.m. and will be held in 
the Central Court Hearing Room at the 
Dauphin County Prison, 501 Mall Road, 
Harrisburg, PA  17111.

Wednesday, January 7, 2015
Wednesday, February 4, 2015
Wednesday, March 18, 2015
Wednesday, April 8, 2015
Wednesday, May 13, 2015
Wednesday, June 17, 2015
Wednesday, July 15, 2015
Wednesday, August 5, 2015
Wednesday, September 16, 2015
Wednesday, October 14, 2015
Wednesday, November 18, 2015
Wednesday, December 16, 2015

By Order of the Board

Chad Saylor
Chief Clerk

12/10-1T #211DC
www.publicnoticepa.com

NOTICE OF 
ZONING 

HEARING 
CONTINUANCE 
Docket 2014-07
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 

Lower Swatara Township Zoning Hear-
ing Board will continue a Public Hearing 
at the request of Allied Properties, Inc. 
(Docket 2014-07), for a Special Exception 
in accordance with Chapter 27, Part 10, 
Section 1004(3) of the Township of Lower 
Swatara Zoning Ordinance, as amended 
(the “Zoning Ordinance”) pertaining to 
maintaining of outdoor storage of mate-
rial or equipment at the Property.  The 
property is located at 2751 Spring Garden 
Drive, Middletown, PA 17057, within the 
Industrial Park (I-P) Zoning District.

Hearing will be held Tuesday, December 
16, 2014, and will convene at 7:00 PM at 
the Lower Swatara Township Municipal 
Building, 1499 Spring Garden Drive, 
Middletown, Pennsylvania.

All interested parties are invited to attend.

Randall Breon
Chairman

12/10-1T #212
www.publicnoticepa.com

LOWER SWATARA 
TOWNSHIP

2015 PUBLIC 
MEETING NOTICE

The following schedule is a listing of 
meetings to be held by the Lower Swatara 
Township Board of Commissioners, Mu-
nicipal Authority, Planning Commission, 
and Recreation Board during calendar 
year 2015. Meeting times are also noted. 
All meetings will be held at the Municipal 
Building, 1499 Spring Garden Drive, 
Middletown, PA. The non-legislative meet-
ings of the Board of Commissioners are 
listed in parenthesis. Formal business is 
not usually transacted at these meetings. 
However, the Board of Commissioners 
does reserve the right to take formal 
action on any item of business which 
comes before the Board during these 
non-legislative meetings.  

Non-legislative meetings of the Munici-
pal Authority are scheduled as needed.  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   (7:00 P.M.) 
Jan. (7), 21; Feb. (4), 18; March (4), 18; 

April (1), 15; May (6), 20; June (3), 17; July 
(1), 15; Aug. (5), 19; Sept. (2), 16; Oct. (7), 
21; Nov. (4), 18; Dec. (2), 16. 

MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY: (7:00 P.M.) 
Jan. 26; Feb. 23; March 23; April 27; 

May 18; June 22; July 27; Aug. 24; Sept. 
28; Oct. 26; Nov. 23, Dec. 21. 

PLANNING COMMISSION: (7:00 P.M.)
Jan. 22; Feb. 26; March 26; April 23; 

May 21; June 25; July 23; Aug. 27; Sept. 
24; Oct. 22; Nov. 19; Dec. 17.

RECREATION BOARD: (6:00 P.M.)
March 4; May 6; September 2; No-

vember 4.

12/10-1T #213
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

23 Years Ago
From The Middletown Journal Files

From The Wednesday, 
December 11, 1991 

Edition Of The Press 
And Journal

Below is a copy of a photograph from the Press And Journal's archives. We apologize for the quality of 
the photograph but hope you will enjoy this glimpse from your recent past.

Harsh Fiscal Reality 
Hits Londonderry Twp. 

Board
 If Londonderry Town-

ship’s supervisors eventu-
ally approve a proposed 
1992 municipal budget, the 
Township may be about to 
enact the first real estate tax 
in its long history.
 At its regular December 

meeting last Monday night, 
the township Board tenta-
tively endorsed a proposed 
and balanced 1992 budget 
that calls for expenditures 
of $1,446,637. The new 
budget would require the 
imposition of a three-mill 
tax on real estate to fund 
anticipated expenditures.
 If that happens, it will 

mark the first time in Lon-
donderry’s 165-year history 
that the municipality has 
levied a real estate tax to 
help fund its operations. Up 
until now, the Township has 
managed to cover its op-
erating costs from license 
and permit fees, fuel tax 
receipts and proceeds from 
other municipal operations. 
Up until now, the Township 
has not claimed its por-
tion of the proceeds from 
a 1 percent tax on earned 
income it shares with the 
Lower Dauphin School 
District.
 The proposed 1992 bud-

get projects an income 
of $577,908 from taxes, 
including an estimated 
$255,000 from the pro-
posed three-mill levy on 
property. As usual, the 
Township will receive an 
estimated $286,000 from 
its portion of the 1 percent 
earned income tax it shares 
with the Lower Dauphin 
School District and another 
$14,000 from the shared oc-
cupational privilege.
 The Township also ex-

pects to receive an addition-
al $14,000 from a local per 
capita tax it also shares with 
the School District. The 
Township had previously 
never collected its share 
of that tax. The balance of 
the anticipated revenues 

would come from inter-
governmental and revenues 
($131,596) and license 
and permit fees ($53,400). 
Another $53,200 will come 
from an anticipated carry-
over from the 1991 budget.
 A total of $194,110 is ear-

marked to cover golf course 

M-town School Board 
Elects Officers, Changes 
Meeting Date, Location
 A host of changes was 

enacted by the Middletown 
Area School Board at its 
annual reorganization last 
Thursday night. Among the 
transformations are a new 
slate of officers and a new 
meeting location and dates 
for the Board’s meetings.
 The Board voted 5-4 

to appoint Dr. Samuel E. 
Selcher as its new presi-
dent, replacing longtime 
Director Bruce O. Rowe, 
who recently retired after 
serving on the Board for 
22 years. The vote was held 
during the District’s annual 
reorganization meeting, 
which by state law must 
take place during the first 
week of December.
 A local dentist and a four-

year Board member, Dr. 
Selcher defeated Director 
Wayne D. Evans by a nar-
row margin. Judith L. Mur-
ray, who was unanimously 
chosen temporary president 
for the election procedure, 
cast the deciding vote in the 
roll call ballot.
 Selcher stated Monday 

that he hopes the Board 
“will work together as a 
team to give the students 
the best education possible 
at a reasonable price to the 
taxpayers.” Although the 
Board does not anticipate 
significant tax increases in 
the near future, “You al-
ways have to put the caveat 
on the governor’s office,” 
he said, referring to this 
year’s state budget crisis 
and the resulting delay in 
school subsidy payments.
 In another matter involv-

ing reorganization, the 
Board voted unanimously 
to change the location and 
dates of its twice-monthly 
meetings. Sessions will 
now be held on the second 
and third Monday of each 
month in the large group 
instruction (LGI) room on 
the first floor of the high 

school.

MJT Board Okays Bid 
For Bridge Inspections
 Mount Joy Township 

supervisors voted unani-
mously at their regular 
meeting last Thursday night 
to approve a bid of ap-
proximately $3,100 to in-
spect seven Township road 
bridges before the end of 
the year.
 The Nassauax-Hemsley 

Co., of Chambersburg, 
which has inspected Town-
ship bridges several times 
over the past 11 years, 
agreed to undertake the 
work for an average of $443 
for each of the seven road 
bridges in the Township.
 The two-year inspections 

are mandated under provi-
sions of the U.S. Surface 
Transportation Act of 1978. 
The Township will be reim-
bursed by the Pennsylvania 
Department of transporta-
tion (PennDOT) for 80 
percent of the cost of the 
inspections.
 According to Township 

Secretary Richard For-
ry, three of the Township 
bridges, on Schwanger 

Road, Campus Road and 
Risser Mill Road, are to be 
sandblasted and repainted 
in the near future. The four 
older bridges, Township 
officials say, are still struc-
turally sound, but are sub-
standard in width.

Prices From 
23 Years Ago

Cooper Sharp cheese  .... 
...........................$2.79/lb.
General Electric Light 

Bulbs 4 pk.  ............$1.99
Coffee Cake Stollen 14 oz. 

pkg. ........................$1.99
Maxwell House Master 

Blend Coffee 11.5 oz. can  
................................$1.39
All Liquid Detergent 
64 oz.  ...................$2.39
Perdue Roasting Chicken  

..............................69¢/lb.
Pepsi 12 Pack 12 oz. 

cans  .......................$2.89
Center Cut Pork Chops  . 

...........................$1.88/lb.
Swif t  Premium Del i 

Loaves  ..............$1.99/lb.
3 Diamonds Light Tuna 

6.12 oz. can  ..............49¢
Red or White Grapefruit  

..................................5/$1

23 YEARS AGO - Center Of Attention – Fifth graders in Carol Graber’s class at Londonderry Elementary 
School turned the tables on the editor of the Press And Journal during National Newspaper Week, Oct. 6-12. 
Joseph Sukle, center, editor of the Journal, was the center of attention at an informal press conference led 
by the students. Sukle addressed the students on the topic of print journalism.
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By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

As you open the latest 
edition of Middletown Mat-
ters, the borough’s news-
letter, close your eyes and 
imagine the voice of Rod 
Serling:
“Picture if you will the 

Borough of Middletown, 
a town ruled by five bor-
ough councilors. Strangely 
absent are four borough 
councilors and the mayor, 
whose images have been 
mysteriously deleted …”
Surrealistic? Yes, but it’s 

the impression residents 
may get from seeing the 
masthead that appears in 
the lower left corner on 
Page 2. Whited out are the 
names of Mayor James 
H. Curry III and council 
members Anne Einhorn, 
Tom Handley, Benjamin 
Kapenstein and Scott Sites.
Following publication 

of the newsletter’s “The 
Truth Issue” in October, 
the four councilors and 
Curry requested the bor-
ough remove their names 
from Middletown Matters. 
They objected to what they 
contended was the borough 
using the taxpayer-funded 
newsletter to influence pub-
lic opinion by waging per-
sonal attacks upon selected 
residents.
The five requested that 

the borough put in place 
procedures to “control and 
review the information” 
in the newsletter before it 
is published. Until then, 
the five asked that their 
names be removed from the 
masthead.
The borough’s position 

FIVE BLANK SPACES
They didn’t want their names in borough 
newsletter, and their request was granted

is that “The Truth Issue” 
wasn’t personal attacks, but 
an attempt to counter what 
council President Chris 
McNamara has labelled a 
campaign of “misinforma-
tion” waged by individuals 
who disagree with many 
actions taken by the council 
majority.
The November edition 

continues the “Fact Check” 
section started with The 
Truth Issue. But this time, 
in looking to correct the 
record regarding how much 
money the borough has 
spent on police overtime, 
the newsletter did so with-
out identifying the source 
of the alleged misinforma-
tion.
However, the November 

edition did not include a 
retraction that Schuylkill 
Haven Borough Admin-
istrator Scott Graver had 
asked for, regarding the 
use of his quotes in The 
Truth Issue. In addition, 
former Middletown Bor-
ough Council President 
Diana McGlone said during 
council’s Dec. 1 meeting 
that she and her lawyer are 
still seeking a retraction of 
information published in 
The Truth Issue regarding 
posts that McGlone made 
on Facebook that were criti-
cal of the borough.
What happens in this pe-

riodical power struggle 
from this point on isn’t 
clear. Chris Courogen, the 
borough’s communica-
tions director and editor 
of Middletown Matters, 
said the newsletter already 
gets reviewed by Borough 
Manager Tim Konek before 
going to print.

Middletown Matters as it 
currently exists apparently 
has the support of a major-
ity on council, including 
McNamara, the president.
Said Counci lor  John 

Brubaker, “I don’t care 
that my name is on there.”
As for the five officials 

who wanted their names 
removed from the newslet-
ter, none say they are ready 
to have their names added 
back to the masthead.
Einhorn contended the 

borough has carried the 
dispute “to an extreme” by 
cutting Curry out of a front 
page photo of state Rep. 
John Payne presenting a 
flag to the borough during 
a Nov. 17 council meeting. 
Curry is in the version of 
the photo that the borough 
sent out in a press release, 
and in the one that is promi-
nent on the home page of 
the borough Web site, but 
missing from the newslet-
ter’s photo.
Courogen said he cropped 

Curry out of the newsletter 
photo out of respect to the 
mayor’s request that his 
name not appear in Middle-
town Matters.
In other respects, Einhorn 

said the November edition 
is an improvement in that 
most of the publication 
is devoted to information 
like Dauphin County’s new 
flood impact tool, snow 
emergency parking restric-
tions and upcoming com-
munity events.
The problem is so many 

borough residents have 
grown so disgusted with 
Middletown Matters that 
they throw it in the trash 
without reading it, she said.

“They don’t even see the 
part that is purposeful,” 
she said.
But Sites, in an e-mailed 

response to the Press And 
Journal, saw no signs of 
progress in the latest issue.
“McNamara, it appears, 

still did not learn that the 
newsletter is not a place 
for petty behaviors, such 
as Photoshopping (sic) and 
discussing individual Face-
book posts,” Sites said. 
“Why does McNamara 
believe that the official 
newsletter of this town 
should dissect comments 
on Facebook? Facebook is 
not a news source.”
McNamara did not re-

spond to a request for com-
ment on Sites’ statement. 
He forwarded the request to 
Courogen, who responded 
on McNamara’s behalf.
The council president 

“does not exercise edito-
rial control over the news-
letter,” Courogen said. He 
added that Sites’ contention 
that Facebook is not a news 
source “shows that the 
councilman just has a com-
plete lack of knowledge or 
understanding of modern 
day communications and 
the world of social media.”
“Facebook, Twitter and 

other social media may not 
be traditional news sources, 
but they are very prominent 
news sources, and in this 
community, Facebook is 
being used to spread misin-
formation,” Courogen said.
He contended that Curry 

and the four councilors 
have aided the campaign of 
distortion by allowing the 
misleading Facebook posts 
to stand – evidence, Couro-

gen suggests, that they, not 
he, are the ones trying to 
use the town newsletter as 
“a political football.”
“The newsletter is non-

partisan,” Courogen said. 
“It is the borough staff’s 
responsibility to the pub-
lic to make sure that they 
have truthful, fair, accurate 
and honest information 
about what their borough 
government is doing and 
how their tax dollars are 
being spent. I’m puzzled 
why any member of council 
would feel that it is better 
for the borough to allow 
misinformation to rule the 
discussion.”
Kapenstein, chairman of 

council’s finance commit-
tee, said that if the borough 
has to consider raising taxes 
or electric rates to close a 
2015 spending gap, spend-
ing $4,500 to publish a 
newsletter each month is 
a luxury the town cannot 
afford.
“It’s the taxpayers that 

should be upset by this. 
That’s $54,000 a year” to 
publish Middletown Mat-
ters,’’ he said. “There’s no 
way we can justify that.”
Courogen said the bor-

ough hopes to sell more ads 
in the newsletter to reduce 
the cost to taxpayers.
Handley said the dispute 

over the newsletter can 
be worked out, if those on 
council can “come to terms 
with one another” over the 
issue.
“That can certainly be 

done,’’ he said. “It’s just a 
question of whether every-
one is willing to cooperate.”
Curry could not be reached 

for comment.
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Charged following 
domestic disturbance

Michael Lebo, 42, and Erica L. 
Plaunt, 27, both of the 100 block of 
C. Lane, were charged with simple 
assault following a disturbance at 
their residence at 4:59 a.m. on Nov. 
28, police report.
Lebo struck and choked Plaunt and 

also discharged a BB-type gun in the 
residence near Plaunt’s head, police 
said. Lebo told police Plaunt refused 
to leave the residence and pushed and 
scratched him. 
While being processed at the Dau-

phin County Judicial Center, Lebo 
complained of head pain was taken 
to Harrisburg Hospital, where he was 
diagnosed with a minor concussion 
and treated for scratches on his body, 
police said.
A preliminary hearing for the couple 

is set for Dec. 31 before District Judge 
David Judy.

Waives DUI charges
Tulasi Kolandra, 27, the 1000 block 

of Newbold Lane, Mechanicsburg, 
waived to Dauphin County Court 
charges of DUI and DUI-high rate 
of alcohol.
The charges were filed after Kolandra, 

driving a 2012 Volkswagen Golf, was 

stopped at 2:01 a.m. on July 6 on Route 
283 for driving without its headlights 
on, police said.
Following sobriety tests, Kolandra 

was taken to the Dauphin County Ju-
dicial Center, where blood was drawn 
to determine the possible presence of 
intoxicants. Results of the tests were 
not reported.

Suspected arson
Police believe several juveniles were 

responsible for setting a fire in a trash 
can next to the Lower Swatara Twp. 
Lions Club’s pavilion on Nov. 30.
Police were called to the service 

club’s headquarters in the first block 
of Theodore Ave. at 3:31 p.m. to inves-
tigate a report that a garbage can was 
smoking. A witness told police he saw 
the smoking trash can and two white 
females and one white male walking 
away from the area. Police used a fire 
extinguisher to fully extinguish the 
smoldering fire. Neither the pavilion 
nor the building was damaged, police 
said.
One of the suspects was wearing a 

yellow sweatshirt or jacket. Witnesses 
believe the youths were between 13 
and 15 years old.
Police are asking anyone with infor-

mation about the incident to call them 
at 717-939-0463.

NOW OPEN!

182 Second Street
Highspire, PA 17034

(the former Capitol Triumph Motorcycle building)

717-736-1739

SHOP LOCAL & SAVE UP TO 70%

ON ANY SIZE FAMOUS BRAND

MATTRESS & BOX SPRING

discount luxury mattresses • sell & consign home decor

$1000 OFF with this ad

See store for details. Expires 12/31/14.

Growers of quality fruits & vegetables in season
Located in Chambers Hill area off Rt. 322

564-3130 • www.stritesorchard.com
NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-7 pm

Sat. 8 am-5 pm; Closed Sun.

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF FAMILY FARMING

UPS Shipping 
available for gift 
boxes & baskets

Christmas 
Trees (6-9 ft.) & 

Wreaths
Also Available: Potatoes, Winter Squash, Lettuce, 
Spinach, Kale, Collards, Turnips, Apples & Cider

Also From Our Bakery: Pies, Cookies, Breads, 
Apple Dumplings & Seasonal Specialties

Gift Baskets & 
Gift Boxes of 

APPLES

15% sr. citizen discount
“beauty head-to-toe”

2 S. Union Street
Middletown, PA 17057
Mon.-Fri. 9 am-10 pm

Sat. 8 am-6 pm
Sun. 10 am-6 pm

HAIRPORT
full service salon
717-944-7980

TOUCH OF CLASS
tanning salon
717-944-2400

15% sr. citizen discount
“beauty head-to-toe”

Middletown, PA 17057
Mon.-Fri. 9 am-10 pm

Sun. 10 am-6 pm

The Most Fashionable 
and chic hairstyles
at affordable prices

fi tness health
   & beauty guide

Press And Journal
For details call 717-944-4628 

or e-mail: info@pressandjournal.com

Increase Your Clientele.
Advertise HERE. 1093 N. Union Street

Middletown

Call for appointment 944.4031
EyeCareEyeWearCenter.com

We carry a large selection of 
designer brands 
including 

WALTER R. GUSS, II, O.D.
Comprehensive Eyecare and Contact Lenses

• Ray-Ban
• Coach
• Tommy Bahama
• Michael Kors
• Flexon

We carry the latest line of Ray 
Ban & Michael Kors sunglasses. 

All 20% off!

Snow on the ground 
means fruit isn’t in season, 
or does it? Thanks to 
exotic fruit imports, that 
has changed. While the 
northern hemisphere 
is experiencing winter, 
countries down south are 
experiencing summer. 
They can grow all sorts 
of fruit, which can be 
imported to the United 
States. Here is a brief 
description of some of 
those exotic winter fruits.

The feijoa, or pineapple 
guava, is native to South 
America but is now grown 
commercially in California 
and New Zealand. Egg 
shaped, it has thin lime-
green skin, cream-colored 
fl esh and a jelly-like 
center, and tastes like a 
combination of pineapple, 
strawberry and guava. 
March through June is the 
prime time for imported 
feijoas and the fall is when 

the domestic ones get to 
market. A ripe feijoa has 
delicate skin and can bruise 
easily. The best pieces are 
fragrant and give slightly 
to gentle pressure. A feijoa 
can be ripened by storing 
it in a paper bag at room 
temperature; adding an 
apple will cause to it ripen 
faster. It isn’t necessary 
to refrigerate a ripe feijoa. 
When ripe, a feijoa will last 
three to fi ve days, and if 
peeled and made into a 
puree, it can be frozen. 
Most of the time, feijoa 
jelly is eaten raw. When 
the fruit is ripe, the jelly 
will be clear. The jelly may 
be eaten by peeling the 
fruit or cutting it in half and 
scooping out the fl esh.

The guava, or Bangkok 
apple or guayaba, is native 
to South America and 
is grown commercially 
in Hawaii, Florida and 
California. Ranging in 

size from a small egg to 
a medium apple, it has 
thin yellow, red, purple or 
almost black skin and pale 
yellow to bright red fl esh, 
and tastes sweet with a 
slightly tart aftertaste. 
The best pieces are 
unblemished and give to 
gentle pressure. An unripe, 
green guava can be stored 
at room temperature until 
it ripens and then be stored 
in the refrigerator for a 
week. If left out, a ripe 
guava will spoil within a 
couple of days. All parts 
of the guava are edible, 
even the rind and seeds, 
as long the fruit is ripe. 
Canned guava is 
available year-
round all over 
the country.

The kiwano 
melon, or 
African horned 
melon, is 
native to South 

and Central Africa and is 
now imported from New 
Zealand and is starting 
to be grown in California. 
Oval shaped with horns 
on its peel, it has bright 
orange and yellow skin 
and yellow-green pulp that 
tastes like a combination 
of lime, cucumber and 
banana. The best pieces 
are bright orange in color 
with the horns intact and 
no bruises and spots. An 
unripe melon can be kept 
at room temperature for 
up to two weeks; a ripened 
one can be kept for three to 
four days. There is no way 
to remove the skin from 

the melon. It 
must be cut to 
remove the fruit 
pulp. The pulp 
can be eaten on 
its own or used 
in salads or as a 
topping.

Red bananas 

are popular in Central 
America and are imported 
from Costa Rica. Smaller 
than common yellow 
bananas, they have deep 
red or purple peel and 
creamy white to pink 
fl esh, and taste much like 
regular bananas with a 
hint of raspberry. The best 
pieces have peel that is 
free of cracks and bruises. 
Red bananas will ripen in 
a couple of days when left 
at room temperature and 
become deep purple in 
color. They should never be 
stored in the refrigerator.

The tamarillo, or tree 
tomato, is native to South 
America and imported 
from New Zealand. Egg 
shaped with a green stem 
and pointed ends, the 
three-layered fruit has 
tough, bitter red, purple, 
golden yellow or amber 
skin, slightly fi rm, apricot-
colored outer fl esh fi lled 

Fruit All Year Long By Ronda Addy

with dark edible seeds, 
and tart, tangy fl esh. The 
best pieces are heavy, 
unblemished, fi rm and 
fragrant and yield slightly 
to gentle pressure. A 
tamarillo can be ripened 
at room temperature and 
stored in the refrigerator, 
where it can be kept up 
to 10 days if wrapped in 
plastic. A tamarillo can 
be frozen if peeled and 
wrapped individually. 
Before eating one, the 
skin must be removed 
by blanching it in boiling 
water for two or three 
minutes.

Thanks to modern 
technology, fruit and 
other goods can be 
transported from country 
to country, allowing 
everyone to enjoy them 
throughout the year. Fruit 
no longer has to be a 
summer treat.

Lower Swatara Twp. 
          Police News

Following is a compilation of reports from 
the Lower Swatara Twp. Police Department. 

Please be aware all those charged/cited 
are presumed innocent unless 

proven otherwise in a court of law.

Be A Good 
Neighbor. 

Lend A Hand, 
If You Can.

For Sale

Press And JournAl
20 S. Union Street • Middletown • 944-4628

$5&
$10

Various Sizes & Lengths

• Moving 
   (packing & wrapping)

• Picnic Table Coverings

• Arts & Crafts Projects

Good for    

END ROLLS
Plain Newspaper Print

AND YOU THOUGHT SMOKING 
MADE YOU LOOK COOL!

BE REALLY COOL - DON'T START
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ACT 192
Continued From Page One

SNOW
Continued From Page One

HOLIDAYS
with us!

Wrap-up the

Here’s a gift for that hard-to-buy-for person! Avoid the hassle of crowded malls  
and the cold weather. For just $30, you can have the Press And Journal delivered  

right to your door or device for 54 weeks. That’s 2 free weeks! Subscribe or renew today.
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Bingo at St. Ann’s
 St. Ann Byzantine Catholic 

Church, 5408 Locust Lane, 
Harrisburg, is hosting Bingo 
at 7 p.m. on Friday, Dec.12. 
Kitchen opens at 5 p.m.; 
takeout is available. 
 No Bingo will be held on 

Friday, Dec. 26.

•••••

Live comedy show
 The Highspire VFW will 

host a Live Comedy Show 
featuring Earl David Reed at 
8 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 13. 
For tickets or more informa-
tion, call 717-939-9937.

•••••

Bingo Mania
 Londonderry Fire Co., 2655 

Foxianna Road, Middletown, 
is hosting Bingo Mania on 
Sunday, Dec. 14. Doors and 
kitchen open at noon; Bingo 
starts at 2 p.m.

target shooting and using firearms 
to control nuisance animals like 
groundhogs and squirrels is allowed. 
Act 192 appears to have originated 

as a response to a movement sup-
porting requirements to report guns 
that are lost or stolen. 
While a poll conducted by Cease-

FirePA found that 92 percent of 
Pennsylvania gun owners support 
these mandatory reporting laws, 
the NRA blocked the passage of 
a statewide law. As a result, 30 
local governments passed their 
own ordinances, which supporters 
say create an expectation that gun 
owners report thefts even if authori-
ties rarely fine anyone for failing to 
report thefts. 
State legislators from both par-

ties supported the lost and stolen 
ordinances, many of which were 
adopted during the past 10 years. 
The Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police 
Association and International Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police endorsed 

criminalizing the failure to report 
lost and stolen guns.
Now, following the passage of 

Act 192, Norristown Borough and 
Hatfield Twp., both in Montgomery 
County, and West Mifflin Twp. in 
Allegheny County have begun the 
process of repealing ordinances that 
required gun owners to report lost or 
stolen guns.
Municipalities with lost and stolen 

gun reporting ordinances include 
the nearby cities of Lancaster, 
Harrisburg and York. Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh and some communities 
surrounding major Pennsylvania cit-
ies also have reporting laws.
Lower Swatara Twp. police re-

ceived two reports of guns stolen 
from cars in November, bringing the 
total of guns stolen from vehicles 
in the township to 10 in 2013 and 
2014, said Chief Richard Brandt. 
In all but one case, thieves helped 
themselves to guns in unlocked cars.
Brandt said he is unsure that report-

ing ordinances are needed, however. 
“I truly believe most people who 

legally own guns report thefts,” he 
said. Brandt admitted it’s possible 
more guns were stolen in Lower 
Swatara, but he believes citizens 
who lawfully own guns know their 
value and want to report the loss.
When police find that multiple 

guns used in crimes are traced to the 
same owner who claims they had 
been stolen but never reported the 
thefts, it helps identify a possible 
illegal weapons trafficker, according 
to Goodman. 
Act 192 is so new that its reach is 

unclear. Some municipalities choose 
to ban firearms in parks or munici-
pal buildings. Others have ad-
opted noise ordinances, firing range 
requirements and regulating guns 
with “License to Carry Firearms” 
policies. Local zoning ordinances 
may even address the location of 
firearms-related businesses in a 
municipality.
Act 192 was passed in a flurry of 

activity just before the state legisla-
ture recessed prior to the November 
election. Both the House and Senate 

added a legislative day to get the 
act, and other bills, passed. “They 
wanted Gov. [Tom] Corbett to sign 
it because they knew Tom Wolf 
would not,” Goodman said. With 
Corbett’s election chances dimming, 
the effort to get the bill intensi-
fied, and House and Senate leaders 
passed it in such a hurry that they 
signed the wrong bill. 
Corbett signed the bill amongst 

gun rights supporters, only to find 
that he had been sent the wrong bill 
to sign. After the election, the House 
and Senate opened a session simply 
to sign the correct bill and sent it to 
Corbett, who by that time had been 
defeated in the election.
And although Pennsylvania’s 

constitution prevents inserting a 
topic into a bill that was designed 
to address something else entirely, 
legislators did exactly that with Act 
192, inserting it in a bill designed to 
criminalize metal thefts. Legislators 
tried to wedge the gun-related provi-
sions into bills regarding mental 
health care records and domestic 

violence before succeeding with the 
metal theft bill. 
Goodman said the “single subject” 

rule for a bill being considered in 
the General Assembly keeps people 
informed of what the legislature 
is doing and prevents legislators 
from sneaking amendments that 
dramatically change the scope of the 
proposed law.
“Towns and cities were not looking 

at bills on thefts of metals,” she 
said. “They are being punished be-
cause Harrisburg failed to pass lost 
or stolen [reporting laws] and put 
them in this position.”
Five state legislators have joined 

the lawsuit against Act 192, which 
could delay the effective date of the 
act if the court issues an injunction.
State Sen. Mike Folmer and state 

representatives David S. Hickernell 
and John Payne, all Republicans, 
voted in favor of Act 192, while 
state Rep. Patty Kim, a Democrat, 
voted against it.
Eric Wise: 717-944-4628, or eric-

wise@pressandjournal.com

Council during a council meeting on 
Monday, Dec. 1.
Council President Chris McNamara 

defended the decision, citing costs 
to the borough in health care and 
overtime paid to plow the state roads.
Other municipalities in southern 

Dauphin County have agreements with 
PennDOT to plow state roads within 
their borders, Penny said. As a result, 
the closest PennDOT truck available to 
Middletown is assigned to Route 283.
“Their priority will be to treat 283 and 

then take care of 441, 230 and Vine,” 
Penny said. “The bottom line is that 
the level of service in Middletown will 
suffer. We won’t be able to get there 
as soon, as quickly and as frequently 
as borough crews had in the past.”
The issue also came up during a 

meeting of council’s public safety 
committee on Wednesday, Dec. 3 when 
resident Marlin Knull voiced concern 
over police and emergency vehicles 
not being able to reach the Middle-
town Area School District complex 
on Route 441. Committee member 
John Brubaker pointed out that the 
complex is in Lower Swatara Twp., 
and thereby served by Lower Swatara 
police – and that school would not be 
in session anyway if the roads were 

that bad. That did not satisfy Knull.
Middletown Police Chief John Bey 

also sought to provide assurances that 
police will be able to get where they 
have to go. 
Compounding the situation is that 

Middletown waited until September to 
notify PennDOT that it was not sign-
ing the municipal agreement this year. 
PennDOT prefers that municipalities 
notify the department no later than 
July, to give the state time to supple-
ment its own winter plowing resources.
PennDOT enters into agreements 

with construction companies to rent 
their trucks for use as snow plows over 
the winter, Penny said. Now that the 
economy is coming back, more con-
tractors are holding onto their trucks 
year round for construction instead.
Also, PennDOT is “always in com-

petition” with shopping malls, which 
pay a higher rate to rent trucks to plow 
their lots.
“It puts us in a bind,’’ Penny said. 

“Withdrawing in September is very 
late for us.”
Middletown has 3.5 miles of state 

roads, which equates to seven “snow 
lane miles” because the plow has to go 
down one direction and back the other.
PennDOT tried to convince the bor-

ough to keep plowing the state roads, 
arguing borough plows probably have 

to drive on state roads anyway to get 
to the borough roads that need to be 
plowed.
“It’s on the way, so why not take care 

of it and earn some money? They chose 
otherwise,” Penny said.
During a bad winter with a lot of 

snow – like last winter – PennDOT 
gives municipalities an extra payment 
to cover plowing the state roads. In the 
case of a mild winter, municipalities 
can make money because PennDOT 
doesn’t reduce the size of the payment, 
Penny said.
Council voted 5-2 on Monday, 

Dec. 1 to approve an update to the 

borough’s winter maintenance plan, 
with Councilors Anne Einhorn and 
Ben Kapenstein dissenting.
Middletown’s decision to walk away 

from the municipal agreement actu-
ally runs counter to the direction that 
PennDOT wants to go.
“We would like to enhance the mu-

nicipal agreement program and beef it 
up to get more municipalities involved 
with it,” Penny said.
As an incentive, PennDOT is looking 

at a program where the department 
would sell its used snow plows to 
municipalities at a much lower cost 
than now.

PennDOT District 8 Executive Mike 
Keiser touched on the initiative during 
a transportation summit in Hummel-
stown in October that was attended by 
officials from Middletown and other 
municipalities. The program is not 
in place yet but is still in the concept 
proposal stage, Penny said.
Middletown at any point can change 

its mind regarding the municipal 
agreement. It would get a pro-rated 
share of the $7,300 fee if it decided 
to sign the agreement after winter 
has begun.
Dan Miller: 717-944-4628, or dan-

miller@pressandjournal.com

BUDGET
Continued From Page One

THEFT
Continued From Page One

Be A Good 
Neighbor. 

Lend A 
Hand 

If You Can.
Kapenstein protested that those num-

bers are just coming out now, with a 
few weeks remaining before council 
must have an approved balanced bud-
get in place for 2015. But he doesn’t 
know who to blame.
He said the borough, the Middletown 

Borough Authority, the Middletown 
Industrial and Commercial Develop-
ment Authority, and Morgan and the 
other consultants all were involved 
in the project – meaning that full 
responsibility can’t be laid at the feet 
of any one entity.
In his view, more of the $43 million 

the borough stands to collect from 
United Water for its 50-year lease 
of the borough’s water and sewer 
systems will be needed to cover the 
budget gap. However, Kapenstein is 
still convinced that enough will be left 
over to get through 2015 without a tax 
or electric rate increase.
Most of the $43 million is already 

eaten by long-term debt, such as the 
unfunded pension liability to retired 
employees. The borough has also com-
mitted portions of the $43 million to 
pay for another water and sewer line 
replacement project on Main Street to 
be done in 2015, plus other infrastruc-
ture work already being done this year.
Under terms of the agreement, United 

Water is to also make annual payments 
of $725,000 to the borough. But those 
payments don’t kick in until 2016.
On Monday, Dec. 1, council put on 

the table for advertisement all three 
budget options for 2015 that Morgan 
had presented.
Option A, the one Kapenstein prefers, 

avoids a tax or electric rate increase 
but depends on a big transfer from the 
electric trust to get through. Whatever 
is left from the $43 million would be 
plugged back in. There would be no 
staff cuts but employees wouldn’t get 
a raise either.
Option B proposes a .5 mill tax in-

crease coupled with a 1-cent hike in 
the electric rate. The tax hike would 
equate to nearly a 10 percent increase 
in one’s property tax bill.
The impact of the 1-cent electric 

rate hike depends upon individual 
usage. In total, the electric rate hike 
would increase borough revenue by 
about $660,000, compared to about 
$120,000 more coming in from the 
tax hike.
Option C is the same as B, except 

there is no tax increase and two staff 
positions would be cut.
Even after the Dec. 8 finance commit-

tee meeting, no consensus on council 
yet exists regarding which option to 
choose.
As noted, Kapenstein prefers option A 

because he feels strongly that council 
in approving the lease deal with United 
made a commitment to residents not to 
raise taxes or the electric rate in 2015.
“I think we made a promise to people, 

and I think we should stick by that 
promise,” Kapenstein said.
Others on council aren’t so sure.
Councilor Sue Sullivan, a member 

of the finance committee, said she 
won’t commit to any option until 
Morgan comes back with numbers and 
estimates that can be considered final.
Sullivan also feels strongly that the 

borough should not go into 2015 with-
out setting money aside for a “rainy 
day fund.”
“Next week, our [electric] transform-

ers could go out,” she said.
Moreover, at least one councilor – 

Robert Louer – is on record in support 
of the tax increase option.
Council is scheduled to meet on 

Monday, Dec. 15. It’s not certain that 
the budget will be finalized even then.
Chris Courogen, the borough’s com-

munications director, told council that 
a special meeting will be needed Dec. 
29 or Dec. 30 to meet legal require-
ments to publicly advertise the final 
budget, as well as the ordinance that 
council must pass to set the property 
tax rate for 2015.
Dan Miller: 717-944-4628, or dan-

miller@pressandjournal.com

to that truck by Transline, according 
to the affidavit.
In a third incident, Bryant took the 

tractor or rig of a truck from the parking 
lot of Angie’s Diner in Lower Swatara 
Twp. on May 22 or 23, 2013, according 
to the affidavit. The rig was owned by 
the same man who had been assigned to 
the truck involved in the earlier thefts 
from Transline, the affidavit said.
Police said the rig was then used to 

take a trailer loaded with $250,000 in 
alcohol from SEI Transportation at 
4396 Chambers Hill Road in Swatara 
Twp., according to the affidavit. The 

truck and trailer eventually were in-
volved in a crash on Interstate 83 near 
York, police said.
In a separate action, Swatara Twp. 

police charged Bryant with four counts 
of access device fraud, one count of 
forgery and three criminal attempts at 
access device fraud. Bryant used stolen 
credit card information to buy several 
items at the Harrisburg Mall on Dec. 
22, 2013, according to the affidavit.
Court records said Bryant used the 

credit card data to purchase a Toshiba 
laptop computer and a Kindle Fire tab-
let computer at Radio Shack in separate 
transactions for $349.79 and $132.49, 
and a 16-karat gold rope, three 10-karat 

gold chains and a one-year warranty 
from Zales Piercing Pagoda for $170. 
Bryant also attempted to use the credit 

card information to make purchases 
at Radio Shack for $132.49 and at 
CellAXS for $47.70, the affidavit 
said. According to court records, the 
owner, who is from Erie, had the card 
in his possession despite its allegedly 
fraudulent use.
Smith arraigned Bryant and set bail 

for the credit card related charges at 
$5,000, according to court records.

Eric Wise: 717-944-4628, or eric-
wise@pressandjournal.com

By Eric Wise
Press And Journal Staff

Royalton residents will face an in-
crease in property taxes next year – the 
first tax increase in seven years – under 
a 2015 budget approved by Borough 
Council.
The real estate tax will rise to 3.025 

mills, an increase of 0.2 mills. Added 

to a fire protection tax of 0.175 mills, 
the total municipal tax bill will be 3.2 
mills under the budget. 
A typical Royalton homeowner with a 

home assessed at $66,400, the median 
assessment, will see an increase of 
$13.28 in property taxes, a total bill of 
$212.48 for 2015 municipal property 
taxes under the budget.
The tax increase is the first by Roy-

alton since 2008.
“It’s a matter of keeping up with 

costs,” said township secretary Amy 
Burrell. 
The Middletown Area School 

District, which sets its taxes inde-
pendently, currently has a tax rate of 
22.15 mills, which results in a school 
district property tax of $1,470.76 for 
the median property in Royalton.

Royalton approves budget, tax hike
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Sports 
MIDDLETOWN AREA BOYS’ BASKETBALL

MIDDLETOWN AREA GIRLS’ BASKETBALL

By Larry Etter
Press And Journal Staff  

The young Middletown boys’ basket-
ball team started off the new season in 
a positive way with an exciting 50-48 
victory over Northern Lebanon in the 
first game of the Annville-Cleona 
Tip Off Tournament in Annville on 
Friday, Dec. 5.
The win earned the Blue Raiders 

a spot in the tourney championship 
game on Saturday, Dec. 6 – but the 
team could not carry that early mo-
mentum into the contest, and fell to 
Fleetwood instead, 54-37.  
Getting that season-opening win was 

a step in the right direction for the 
Middletown squad, which includes 
four freshmen, a couple sophomores 
and juniors, and just three seniors 
on the varsity roster. Using a mix of 
upperclassmen and underclassmen, 
Middletown Coach Chris Sattele got 
a good look at how this year’s team 
is going to compete.
While the lack of varsity experience 

is going to be obvious as the season 
progresses, the players showed that 
they know how to play the game – 
and the team should only get better 
because of it.  

Middletown 50
Northern Lebanon 48
Sattele literally sweated out the 

game’s final two minutes, as the 
Raiders (1-1) held on for the thrill-
ing victory over the Vikings in the 

tournament opener. “I had to take off 
my jacket at the end,” he said – and 
his damp shirt proved how much the 
tight finish affected him.
The Raiders, who fell behind early, 

went ahead with a 9-0 run to close 
out the first quarter and finished the 
first half with a surprising 30-19 lead.  
 But the Vikings (1-1) rallied in the 

second half, took the lead with 5:16 left 
in the game and again held a 1-point 
edge with 4:05 left.
The Raiders, however, made 4-of-

6 foul shots down the stretch after 
retaking the lead at 46-45 with 1:05 
on the clock.
The win was actually secured with 

three Middletown players sitting on 
the bench after fouling out.  
The Vikings grabbed the early 3-0 

lead before freshman Ryan Hughes 
scored on a short jumper and then tied 
the score by making 1-for-2 techni-
cal foul shots 1:24 into the tourney 
opener. But Northern Lebanon ran off 
6 straight points over a three-minute 
span to go up by a 10-3 count.
Tre Leach, another freshman, hit a 

3-pointer 40 seconds later and kicked 
off a 9-point run to close out the 
opening quarter. Leach added another 
basket, while senior Dagen Hughes 
hit a jumper at 1:12 and dropped in 
two free throws following a Viking 
turnover to complete the string.  
The Raiders outscored the Vikings 

18-9 in the second quarter on their 
way to the 30-19 halftime advantage.  

AN ENCOURAGING DEBUT
Young Raiders beat Northern Lebanon, reach tournament final

Please See RAIDERS, Page B3
Dagen Hughes led the Blue Raiders with 16 points in the championship 
game.

Photos by Jodi Ocker

Blue Raider freshman Ryan Hughes (0) competes for a jump ball 
against Fleetwood. Hughes was named to the Annville-Cleona Tip-Off 
Tournament all-tournament team.
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LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
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HERSHEY
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MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
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PRICES EFFECTIVE 12/9/14 – 12/15/14

USDA CHOICE

WHOLE BONELESS
NEW YORK STRIPS
GLADLY CUT FOR FREE!

599
lb.

10 LB. AVG.
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& Save!

49¢
lb.

FRESH CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS

10 LB. BUNDLE

NO JOKE!
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lb.16-24 OZ. RAGU
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5 for
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lb.
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LESSER AMOUNTS $2.69 LB.

NO ADDED SOLUTION

FRESH BONELESS
SKINLESS CHICKEN
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& Save!& Save!
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Stock Up

NO ADDED SOLUTION
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w
w

w
.K

a
r
n
s
F
o

o
d

s
.c

o
m

Lowest 
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The Middletown girls’ basketball 
team opened a promising season 
by winning the Big Spring Tip-
Off Tournament, defeating South 
Western, 47-42 in its debut on 
Friday, Dec. 5, then beating East 
Pennsboro, 44-33 in the champi-
onship game on Saturday, Dec. 6.
Two Blue Raiders, Jey Rivera 

and Jalynn Burton-Jones, were 
named to the all-tournament team. 
Burton-Jones led the Raiders (2-0) 
in scoring in both games, tallying 
19 points against South Western 
(1-1) and 13 against the Panthers 
(1-1).
Middletown overcame a 22-21 

halftime deficit against South 
Western, burning the Mustangs 

with a 14-5 third quarter to take a 
35-27 lead into the fourth quarter.
Bianca Jasper scored 11 points 

for the Raiders, while Halle Mar-
ion added 7, Rivera added 6 and 
Madison Ruby added 4. Kayleigh 
Thomas led South Western with 
14 points.
Against East Pennsboro, the 

Raiders built a 22-14 lead at in-
termission and won despite going 
just 5-for-14 from the free throw 
line. Jasper added 12 points for the 
Raiders, while Rivera scored 9, 
Kassidy Deibler scored 5, Marion 
scored 2 and Mackenzie Lombardi 
scored 3.
Danielle Kreiger led a balanced 

East Pennsboro offense with 9 
points.

At right, Middletown’s Jey Rivera, left, 
and Jalynn Burton-Jones pose with the trophies they 

received after they were named to the 
Big Spring Tip-Off Tournament all-tournament team.

Photos by Don Graham

Kassidy Deibler (24) moves into the paint to take a shot against 
East Pennsboro.

Jey Rivera (3) puts up a shot over an East Pennsboro defender.

Raiders win Big 
Spring tournament
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See Don For:
Your Best Deal For New 
& Used Cars & Trucks

DON STAGO Bus. 234-4444 Cell 940-4963
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg

Sutliff

Corner Main & Spruce Streets, Middletown
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM-6 PM

944-4407

Falling Temperatures
Protect your vehicle from

See us for a cold weather tune-up
SERVICE 
STATION

ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service 
Corner of Main & Catherine Sts.

Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

Brake and 
Exhaust Checkup

at Elwood’s for your next

By Noelle Barrett
For The Press And Journal

After the Steelton-Highspire girls’ 
basketball team lost its season opener 
to Pope John Paul II on Friday, Dec. 
5 at the Lady Cougar Classic in Har-
risburg, the Rollers kept their heads 
and confidence up. “We’re going to 
be fine,” Coach Jeffrey Chisholm said. 
“We’ll get a win tomorrow.”
And they did.
After the 57-45 loss to the Golden 

Panthers, the Rollers regrouped and 
recovered, edging Reading 49-43 in 
the tournament’s consolation game 
on Saturday, Dec. 6.
Sophomore Ilyn McLaughlin led 

Steel-High in scoring in both games, 
tallying 16 points against Pope John 
Paul II on Friday and 23 points against 
Reading on Saturday.
Against Pope John Paul II, a Royers-

ford school, the result wasn’t favor-
able, but most of the game was close.
Out the gate, the Golden Panthers 

led 6-0. Steelton-Highspire responded 
with two baskets and two free throws 
from McLaughlin to tie things up, 6-6.
But for every point the Rollers tallied 

before the close of the quarter, Pope 
John Paul II popped in two, and the 
Panthers led 14-10 at the end of the 
first quarter.
“I think we got beat on them pushing 

the ball right out from the basket,” 
McLaughlin said. “We just got to learn 
to get back faster.”
The Rollers (1-1) hung on in the 

second quarter, keeping pace with the 
Panthers (1-1), edging them 12-11 in 
scoring.
Steel-High headed into the second 

half down by just 3 points, 25-22, but 
rebounding troubles put the Rollers 
farther behind in the third quarter.
While McLaughlin nabbed the 

most rebounds – nine – for the Roll-
ers against the Panthers, the team 
struggled on the boards, and needs to 
improve, Chisholm said.
“We’re not hungry enough on the 

rebounds,” he said. “My girls that I 
have had, we’re used to getting any-
where from 60 to 72 rebounds. We’re 
probably down to 28 to 30.”

STEELTON-HIGHSPIRE GIRLS’ BASKETBALL

Rollers rebound from loss, 
beat Reading in tournament

Photo by Noelle Barrett

Steelton-Highspire’s Leana Borreli (5) takes a shot against Pope 
John Paul II as teammate Ilyn McLaughlin (12) watches.

By Adam Clay
For The Press And Journal

Penn State Harrisburg staged a dra-
matic second-half comeback to beat 
York College, 71-62 on Wednesday, 
Dec. 5 in Middletown.
Lucky Snypse put the Lions on her 

shoulders in the second half, dominat-
ing the boards and bringing an energy 
level to the team that was missing for 
most of the game. The Lions went 
on a 20-0 run in just over 5:00 of the 
second half to take a 51-39 lead with 
10:14 to go in the game.  
York (3-5, 0-3 in the Capital Athletic 

Conference) got things started off 
early with a 7-2 run in the first 5:00 
of the game. Penn State Harrisburg 
(2-5, 1-1) responded quickly with the 
next 4 points, but the momentum was 

WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Lion comeback overwhelms York, 71-62

The Panthers outscored the Rollers 
in the second half – 13-11 in the third 
quarter and 19-12 in the final stanza. 
Pope John Paul II lost the champion-
ship game to host Harrisburg, 55-51 
on Saturday.
The Rollers had some problems from 

the free throw line against the Panthers, 
only shooting 50 percent, scoring on 
11-of-22 attempts.
“I think we were getting a little too 

comfortable a little too late, and rush-
ing things because we were down, and 
not paying attention to the clock,” said 
the Rollers’ Leana Borreli. “We have 
to hustle, have heart. We’ve got to be 
more hungry.”
Steel-High kept a positive attitude 

going into its consolation game 
against Reading on Saturday – and 
overpowered the Red Knights with a 
final-quarter surge.
Steel-High took a quick 12-6 lead in 

the first quarter, but Reading (0-2) cut 
the Roller lead to just 1 point, 22-21, 

by halftime.
The Red Knights continued to keep 

pace with the Rollers and took a 34-33 
lead in the second half. But the Roll-
ers didn’t let the pressure get to them 
and they barreled through, outscoring 
Reading 16-9 in the final quarter to 
take the win.
“We’re bringing it. We know what 

it’s about and we know what we have 
to do,” said the Rollers’ I’jianique 
Simmons.
The Rollers will continue to face 

tough competition this season, now 
that they’ve moved up to Class AA. But 
that change only hypes up the team.
“We’re more confident. I feel as 

though this is a boost for us to improve 
our game, and we’re capable of playing 
with any team,” Simmons said.
Chisholm said the team is ready for 

anyone and anything.
“We don’t run from no challenges,” 

he said, adding that it’s just a matter of 
time for the Rollers to “start clicking.”

Photos by Danette Bartholomew

Penn State Harrisburg’s Kaitlyn Carmo (13) dribbles around a York 
defender. Carmo scored 19 points to lead the Lions to victory.

Kiara Carter (2) grabs a rebound 
against York.

short-lived.
Points off the break was the Lions 

Achilles heel in the first half, as York 
took a 14-point lead midway through 
the half.
The Blue & White battled back by 

slowing down the Spartan break. 
Katlyn Carmo hit a couple of clutch 
3-pointers to bring the Lions to within 
6 points at the half. Snypse then took 
over in the second half.
The Spartans refused to quit, how-

ever, and slowly worked themselves 
back into the game. With 5:15 to play, 
York’s Shea Wassel went 2-for-2 from 
the free throw line to bring the Spartans 
within 55-47. Wassel was extremely 
impressive on both ends of the floor, 
finishing the game with 13 points and 
11 rebounds.  
But Carmo and Snypse refused 

to let anyone outshine Penn State 
Harrisburg. Carmo finished with a 
double-double with 19 points and 10 
rebounds, while Snypse brought the 
intensity on both ends of the floor to 
lead the team to victory.

Salisbury 89, Lions 42
  Salisbury, Md. – Penn State Har-

risburg struggled against Salisbury, 
the preseason favorite to win the 
conference title, falling to the un-

LOWER DAUPHIN BOYS’ BASKETBALL

beaten Seagulls on Saturday, Dec. 6 
in Salisbury, Md.
The Seagulls (7-0, 2-0) opened the 

game on a 32-2 run over the first 13:00. 
The Lions slowly stopped the bleeding 
and started finding the net as halftime 
neared, but still trailed 49-17 at the 
intermission.
The Blue & White kept things tighter 

in the second half, but it was too late.
Kiara Carter was one bright spot for 

Penn State Harrisburg, earning her 
second double-double of the season 
by scoring 10 points and grabbing 13 
rebounds.
Carmo  continued to lead the team in 

scoring by netting 13 points.
“Today our women’s team saw what 

a preseason No. 1 team looks like on 
their home court,’’ said Penn State 
Harrisburg Coach Ross Patrick. “We 
had some good looks early that we 
didn’t convert and got behind early, 
and you can’t do that against a veteran 
team like Salisbury.”
Patrick said he was “really proud 

of how our young team endured the 
challenge and we learned some great 
lessons throughout.’’
“Today was a tough loss, but we’re 

learning, and those lessons will pay 
dividends as the season progresses,” 
he said.

Tommy Bowen scored 20 points 
and Matt Seip added 14 as Lower 
Dauphin roared back from a four-
point halftime deficit to wallop 
Donegal, 59-44 on Saturday, Dec. 
6 in Hummelstown.
It was the first victory of the sea-

son for the Falcons (1-1).
Down 24-20 at halftime, Lower 

Dauphin blitzed Donegal with a 
26-10 third-quarter run to take a 
46-34 lead into the final quarter.
Tyler Kullman scored 6 points for 

the Falcons, while Brady Wilson 
added 5 and Zach Nugent, Tyler 
Roman and Kurt Cain added 4. 
J.R. Borreli also scored 2 points.
Micah Reber led the Indians (0-2) 

with 14 points.

CD East 58
Lower Dauphin 49
In a rematch of last season’s 

District 3 Class AAAA first-round 
game, Central Dauphin East got 
revenge, taking a first half lead and 
fighting off the Falcons on Friday, 
Dec. 5 in Mount Joy.
Bowen led Lower Dauphin with 

18 points, while Seip scored 10 
and Borreli added 9.
Dwight Whitlock led the Panthers 

(1-1) with 15 points, while Joe 
Lemelle added 13 and Derrick 
Biney 10.

Bowen scores 20 as LD 
downs Donegal, 59-44

Photo by Danette Bartholomew

Lower Dauphin’s Tommy 
Bowen (42) goes to the 
basket against Donegal. 

Bowen led the Falcons with 
20 points.

By Russ Flemming
For The Press And Journal

Penn State Harrisburg opened its 
indoor track and field season with 
both the men and women traveling to 
Collegeville, Montgomery County for 
their first-ever track meet at Ursinus 
College on Saturday, Dec. 6.

The Blue & White faced stiff com-
petition today at the Bow-Tie Classic, 
including competitors from fellow 
Capital Athletic Conference schools 
York and Wesley. Starting the day, the 
Lions looked to gain vital experience 
in their first meet while trying to put 
together a good overall showing.
The Lions’ 4x400 relay team qualified 

COLLEGE TRACK AND FIELD

Lion runners, jumper qualify for championships
for the conference championships, fin-
ishing third out of 22 teams at Ursinus 
thanks to a stellar performance from 
anchor runner Joey Phifer.
Three other individual competitors 

qualified for the conference champi-
onships. Jalen Williams and Josiah 
Owhe qualified in the 60-yard dash, 
while Jason Louis qualified in the 
triple jump.
Some of Penn State Harrisburg’s top 

performances for the men came from 
Korey Christian, who finished 12th 
out of 49 runners in the men’s 200 
meters, and James Keith, who fished 
the race in 15th place.
Leading the way for the women was 

Nicole Lindie, who finished 14th of 
35 runners in the 800 meters.  
“This was a great feeling being able 

to establish records and creating stan-
dards for our future performances,” 
said Penn State Harrisburg Coach 
Danielle Lynch said “This weekend 
was an awesome opportunity for our 
newcomers to track and field to gain 
valuable experience and knowledge 
about what goes on during a meet. We 
were able to win a few heats today, 
which should help us build momentum 
going into winter break.”
The Lions must wait until after the 

New Year to get back in action when 
they travel to Susquehanna University, 
Selinsgrove, on Jan. 16.
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By Josh Crippen and Adam Clay
For The Press And Journal

When Penn State Harrisburg faced 
off against nearby rival York College 
on Wednesday, Dec. 3 in Middletown, 
both teams came into the contest with-
out a win – and it was easy to tell that 
neither team wanted to leave the gym 
in the same predicament.   
But York grabbed a missed free throw 

with about 6 seconds left and sank a 
long jumper at the buzzer to beat the 
Lions in overtime, 59-58.
The game was close throughout most 

of the first 10 minutes – until the Lions 
gained an edge thanks to a 12-0 run that 
included back-to-back jumpers from 
Arick Sodini. Penn State Harrisburg 
went into the half up 26-18. 
Both teams fought valiantly through-

out the second half. The Lions (1-7, 
1-1 in the Capital Athletic Confer-
ence) spread the ball around nicely, 
with seven different players adding 
to their tally.
Despite leading for the majority of 

the game, York (2-5, 2-0) came back 
and tied the contest at 48 in the final 
minute of regulation. The Blue & 
White’s Alberto De Los Santos just 
missed a 3-point shot at the buzzer, 
and the game went into overtime.
In the overtime period, the Lions held 

a 4-point lead with 34 seconds to play, 
setting up the dramatic finish.
York converted an old-fashioned 

3-point play to bring the Spartans 
within 58-57.
Penn State Harrisburg missed two  

consecutive front ends of 1-and-1 foul 
shots. After the second miss, the Spar-
tans rebounded with only 6.4 seconds 
remaining, took the ball to the end line 
and dished out a desperation pass to 
Tyler Alcid, who hit the game-winner.

Lions 77, Salisbury 68
After the heartbreaking loss to York, 

Penn State Harrisburg bounced back 
to pick up its first win of the season 
at Salisbury, Md.
Throughout the early part of the sea-

son, Penn State Harrisburg has battled 
teams down to the final buzzer and 
nearly missed pulling off some pretty 
impressive comebacks. The Blue & 
White put an end to their skid against 
Salisbury (2-4, 0-2).
The two teams battled point for point 

through the first 20 minutes. The first 
half saw six lead changes and nine 
ties as the Lions and Seagulls battled 
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Alberto De Los Santos pressures a York forward.

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Lions drop heartbreaker to York in OT

Penn State Harrisburg’s 
Marquese Daniels (3) drives for 

a layup against York.

The Middletown Youth Club cel-
ebrated the end of a successful season 
for its Blue Raider Midget, Pee Wee 
and Pony division youth football 
squads and said goodbye to 15 outgo-
ing players and cheerleaders during 
its annual banquet on Sunday, Dec. 7.
The three squads complied a 45-15 

record and three division titles in the 
past two seasons in the CFA Youth 
League, with the Pee Wee squad reach-
ing the Super Bowl last year.
The club announced its first-ever 

inductee into the CFA Hall of Fame 
– coach Alan “Cat” Perez, active with 
youth football for more than 30 years, 
who was inducted into the Hall of Fame 
on Nov. 17. More than 20 members 
of the coaching staff, and Middletown 
Area High School football Coach Brett 
Myers, honored Perez at the banquet.
The club announced it would try to 

keep registration fees low next year, 
and revealed its first fundraising event, 
a pancake breakfast that will be held 
on Saturday, Jan. 24 at St. Peters’ 
Lutheran Church on Spring Street. 
The club’s goal is to raise enough 
money through fund-raising activities 
so that no child in the Middletown 
Area School District will have to 
pay to participate in the football and 
cheerleading programs.
The club said goodbye to 15 Midget 

football players and cheerleaders: 
Cheerleaders Alexis Fischer, Danielle 
Fussleman, Sierra Kamara, Rayne 
Seiders, Jaynee Stubbs and Teonna 
Watson; and players Walker Allison, 
Skler Camp, Zac Dailey, John Etter, 
Antonio Gamble, Owen Grogan, 
Trayvon Joseph, Cole Senior and 
Jaxson Senior.
The Raiders placed 14 football play-

CFA YOUTH FOOTBALL

MYC honors Perez, players, cheerleaders

Submitted Photo

Coach Alan Perez, standing in middle with arms crossed, is honored for his induction into the CFA Hall 
of Fame by coaches, including Middletown Area High School coach Brett Myers (third row, center, in 
eyeglasses).

Ryan Hughes, Dagen Hughes, Brady 
Fox, Leach and Luke Mrakovich con-
tributed to the scoring and the defense 
forced four turnovers in the period.
But the Vikings came out strong in 

the third quarter and outscored the 
Raiders 13-9 to cut the lead down to 
just 7 points, 39-32, heading into the 
final period.  
The Vikings popped in a couple treys 

in the first 2:12 of the fourth quarter 
to cut the Middletown lead to just 1 
point, 41-40, with 5:48 left, and the 
tension grew.
The Raiders made just 1-for-3 foul 

shots in a 19-second span and North-
ern Lebanon’s Devin Mease hit his 
second trey of the quarter to push the 
Vikings into the lead at 43-42 with 
5:16 on the clock.
Dagen Hughes scored a minute 

later to reverse the lead, but Northern 
Lebanon’s Isaac Ray collected 2 of his 
19 points at 4:05 to slide the Vikings 
back in front.
The score remained unchanged over 

the next 3:00 as both teams missed 
free throws.  Fox broke the drought 
with a driving basket at 1:05 and Ryan 
Hughes made a pair of free throws 
following a Viking miss to give the 
Raiders a 48-45 advantage.  
The Vikings made 1-for-2 foul shots 

to draw closer, but Dagen Hughes 
did the same and the Raiders held 
onto a 49-46 lead with 16.6 seconds 
remaining.
Though Leach, Caleb Leggore and 

Harry Kapenstein fouled out in the 
final 90 seconds, the Raiders still 
kept the Vikings from taking over. 

RAIDERS
Continued From Page One Following a pair of free throws by 

Ray that cut the Middletown lead to 
49-48, Ryan Hughes sank the first of 
two foul shots with 4 ticks left. The 
Vikings missed a half-court heave at 
the buzzer, and the Raiders claimed 
the victory.  

Fleetwood 54
Middletown 37
Fleetwood had beaten host Annville-

Cleona, and former Middletown 
assistant coach Chris Bradford, to 
earn its berth in the championship 
matchup against the Raiders. With six 
seniors on the roster and a bit of a size 
advantage, the Tigers 2-0) used their 
resources to subdue the Middletown 
side in the title game. 
“We played well early and Fleetwood 

had trouble stopping our offense.  But 
they went to a zone and we didn’t 
execute well against it in the middle 
two quarters,” Sattele said. “Their 
size hurt us, too. We got looks but 
couldn’t finish. It was just a matter 
of not making shots.”
The Raiders got off to a decent start 

in the clash and fought to a 12-10 lead 
by the end of the first quarter.
Middletown went ahead by a 14-10 

count on a basket by Ryan Hughes 
early in the second period, but the of-
fense cooled off after that. The Tigers 
turned the tide with a 12-6 scoring 
advantage in the second stanza as the 
Middletown squad had trouble finding 
the basket.
Down by a 22-18 count at the break, 

the offensive woes continued for the 
Raiders, who struggled to score again 
in the third period. Meanwhile, Fleet-
wood’s lead grew as the Tigers out-
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Middletown’s Tre Leach (23) 
drives to the basket against a 
Fleetwood defender.
scored the Middletown side 16-7 in the 
third, a run that boosted Fleetwood’s 
lead to 38-25 to start the final frame.  
Another 16-point quarter by the Ti-

gers proved to be more than enough 
to offset the 12 points the Raiders 
gathered in the game’s final 8:00.
The Raiders drew within 8 points 

late on back-to-back goals by Dagen 
Hughes, but Fleetwood closed out with 
a strong finish to win the game and the 
tournament championship.
Dagen Hughes led the team with 16 

points in the loss. Ryan Hughes was 
named to the all-tournament team. 

Larry Etter can be reached at  
larryetter66@gmail.com     

punch for punch to a 28-28 deadlock 
at halftime.  
The second half proved to be much of 

the same until Penn State Harrisburg 
pulled away with about 14:00 remain-
ing and never looked back.
The key to the Blue & White’s success 

was not a standout performance but a 
balanced scoring attack from nearly 
every player who Coach Don Friday 
sent into the game. Ten different Penn 
State Harrisburg players contributed 
in the team’s first victory.  
Leading the way for the Lions were 

Tariq Bennett, Josh Johnson and So-
dini – all three netted 10 points each.
The Blue & White also got a lift from 

senior captain Joey Farthing, who 
had been sidelined previously with 
an injury.  Farthing added 4 points 
and three assists in his season debut.
“I felt our team executed throughout 

the entire game,’’ Friday said. “They 
have been through some adversity and 
today they relied on each other.  It was 
a quality win against a team that is very 
good on their home floor.’’

ers and 14 cheerleaders in the league’s 
annual Turnpike All-Star Classic on 
Nov. 21 and 22 at Susquehanna Twp. 
High School: Pee Wee players Tate 
Leach, Asa Kochvar, Jayson Stoner 
and Caden Paul; Pony players Chris 
Joseph, Troy Walko and Jules Nester; 
Midget players Antonio Gamble, Jake 
Kelly, Jose Lopez, Cole Senior, Walker 
Allison, Skyler Camp and Zach Dai-
ley; and cheerleaders Rachel Kelly, 
Destiney Gassert, Eisley Thomas, 
Nyah Courts, Marissa Thibodeaux, 
Grace Rico, Charnay Wesley, Jasmine 
Taylor, Taya Scott, Isabella Stefanic, 
Danielle Fussleman, Nakia Scott, 

Abby Grimland and Alexis Fischer.
The club placed 30 football play-

ers and cheerleaders on the league’s 
Academic All-Star team. Twenty-
one have turned in paperwork to 
the league to receive certificates for 
their accomplishment: Lavina Balliet, 
Jasmine Taylor, Caden Paul, Amaya 
Bennett, Alexis Fischer, Alyssa Bush, 
Sierra Kamara, China Williams, Ju-
lian Nester, Julio Rodriguez, Jayson 
Stoner, John Yohn, Chris Reed, Zac 
Dailey, Jaxson Senior, Cole Senior, 
William Brown, Abigail Grimland, 
Brock Welsh, Michael Robinson and 
Grace Rico.

BLOCK SHOOT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21

starting at 1 pm

Raffles FIFTH 
SHOOT

based on 60 shooters
$250 Gift Certifi cate for

Bass Pro Outdoor World

1350 Schoolhouse Rd., Middletown • 944-0760
MIDDLETOWNAnglers & Hunters

BOYS’ BASKETBALL
MID-PENN CONFERENCE

Capital Division
 W L OVERALL
Camp Hill 0 0 2-0
Trinity 0 0 1-0
Middletown 0 0 1-1
Milton Hershey 0 0 1-1
East Pennsboro 0 0 1-1
West Perry 0 0 1-1
Steelton-Highspire 0 0 0-0

Last week’s games
Middletown 50, Northern Lebanon 48
Fleetwood 54, Middletown 37

This week’s games
Friday, Dec. 12
Middletown at Milton Hershey, 7:30 p.m.
Camp Hill at Steelton-Highspire, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 13
Emmaus at Steelton-Highspire, 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 16
Camp Hill at Middletown, 7:30 p.m.
Steelton-Highspire at East Pennsboro, 
7:30p.m.

 Keystone Division
 W L OVERALL
Hershey 0 0 2-0
Susquehanna Twp. 0 0 2-0
Cedar Cliff 0 0 2-0
Lower Dauphin 0 0 1-1
Palmyra 0 0 1-1
Red Land 0 0 1-1
Mechanicsburg 0 0 1-1
Bishop McDevitt 0 0 0-0

Last week’s games
Central Dauphin East 58, Lower Dauphin 
49
Lower Dauphin 59, Donegal 44

This week’s games
Friday, Dec. 12
Susquehanna Twp. at Lower Dauphin, 
7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 16
Lower Dauphin at Cedar Cliff, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
MID-PENN CONFERENCE

Capital Division
 W L OVERALL
Middletown 0 0 2-0
West Perry 0 0 2-0
Camp Hill 0 0 2-0
Steelton-Highspire 0 0 1-1
East Pennsboro 0 0 1-1
Milton Hershey 0 0 1-1
Trinity 0 0 0-1

Last week’s games
Middletown 44, East Pennsboro 33
Middletown 47, South Western 42
Steelton-Highspire 49, Reading 43
Pope John Paul II 57, Steelton-Highspire 
45

This week’s games
Friday, Dec. 12
Milton Hershey at Middletown, 7:30 p.m.
Steelton-Highspire at Camp Hill, 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 16
Middletown at Camp Hill, 7:30 p.m.

East Pennsboro at Steelton-Highspire, 
7:30 p.m.

Keystone Division
 W L OVERALL
Hershey 0 0 2-0
Palmyra 0 0 2-0
Red Land 0 0 2-0
Mechanicsburg 0 0 2-0
Lower Dauphin 0 0 1-1
Susquehanna Twp. 0 0 1-1
Bishop McDevitt 0 0 0-0
Cedar Cliff 0 0 0-1

Last week’s games
Central York 41, Lower Dauphin 33
Lower Dauphin 58, Kennard-Dale 12

This week’s games
Friday, Dec. 12
Lower Dauphin at Susquehanna Twp., 
7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 16
Cedar Cliff at Lower Dauphin, 7:30 p.m.

WRESTLING
MID-PENN CONFERENCE

Keystone Division
 W L OVERALL
Middletown 0 0 0-0
Lower Dauphin 0 0 0-0
Hershey 0 0 0-0
Cedar Cliff 0 0 0-0
Mechanicsburg 0 0 0-0
Red Land 0 0 0-0
Susquehanna Twp. 0 0 0-0

Last week’s matches
Lower Dauphin 10th place, Middletown 
16th at Cumberland Valley Kickoff Tourna-
ment 

This week’s matches
Thursday, Dec. 11
Middletown at Lower Dauphin, 7 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 12
Lower Dauphin at King of the Mountain 
Tournament, 10:30 a.m., Central Mountain 
High School, Mill Hall.

Saturday, Dec. 13
Hershey at Middletown, 7 p.m.

SWIMMING
MID-PENN CONFERENCE

Keystone Division
Thursday, Dec. 11
Muhlenberg at Lower Dauphin, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 16
Lower Dauphin at Mechanicsburg, 4 p.m.

ICE HOCKEY
CPHIL
Tier 1

 W L T PTS
Hershey 7 0 0 14
Lower Dauphin 5 0 1 11
Palmyra 4 1 2 10
Dallastown 3 1 2 8
Warwick 3 3 0 6
Cumberland Valley 2 3 1 5
Hempfield	 1	 4	 1	 3
Central York 1 5 1 3
Wilson 0 3 0 0

Last week’s games
Lower Dauphin 6, Wilson 3

This week’s games
Friday, Dec. 12
Lower Dauphin vs. Warwick, 7 p.m., Twin 
Ponds East

Monday, Dec. 15
Lower Dauphin vs. Palmyra, 8:45 p.m., 
Klick Lewis Arena, Annville

Tier 3
 W L T PTS
MSM 7 1 0 14
Carlisle 6 0 1 13
Penn Manor 5 3 0 10
West York 3 5 0 6
Susquehannock 2 2 1 5
Middletown 1 6 0 2
Northern York 0 7 0 0

Last week’s games
West York 5, Middletown 3

This week’s games
Wednesday, Dec. 10
Middletown vs. Carlisle, 7:45 p.m. Twin 
Ponds East

Monday, Dec. 15
Middletown vs. Northern York, 8 p.m., 
Twin Ponds West

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
CAPITAL ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

MEN
 W L OVERALL
Marymount 3 0 7-0
Christopher Newport 2 0 5-1
York 2 0 2-5
Frostburg St. 1 1 4-3
Wesley 1 1 3-4
St. Mary’s 1 1 2-3
Penn State Harrisburg 1 1 1-7
Salisbury 0 2 2-4
Mary Washington 0 2 0-7
Southern Virginia 0 3 1-7

Last week’s games
York 59, Penn State Harrisburg 58 (OT)
Penn State Harrisburg 77, Salisbury 68

This week’s games
Wednesday, Dec. 10
Penn State Harrisburg at Frostburg St., 
8 p.m.

WOMEN
 W L OVERALL
Marymount 3 0 6-1
Salisbury 2 0 7-0
Christopher Newport  2 0 6-2
Mary Washington 2 0 4-2
Wesley 2 1 5-3
Penn State Harrisburg  1 1 2-5
Frostburg St., 0 2 1-5
St. Mary’s 0 2 0-5
York 0 3 3-5
Southern Virginia 0 3 2-7

Last week’s games
Salisbury 89, Penn State Harrisburg 42
Penn State Harrisburg 71, York 62

This week’s games
Wednesday, Dec. 10
Penn State Harrisburg at Frostburg St., 
6 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 12
Lancaster Bible at Penn State Hbg., 6 p.m.

Standings for 12-10-14
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Russ Dia-
mond, 
a state 

representatives-
elect from Lebanon 
County, describes 
himself as a liber-

tarian. Libertarianism is an ideology – a 
set of principles that guides values and 
action, especially in the area of politics 
and economics. Examples are: capital-
ism, socialism, Republicanism and 
Christianity. Ideology is not a bad thing. 
We all have one.
The definition of libertarianism is more 

complicated. Wikipedia’s first in a list of 
definitions is “one who advocates maxi-
mizing individual rights and minimizing 
the role of the state.”
More clearly, the libertarian claims the 

innate right to do anything she or he 
wants to so long as they do not harm 
anyone else.
The word “libertarianism’’ has not been 

around long enough to have a settled 
meaning in the American context. Ron 
Paul just recently brought the word and 
the movement to the American political 
scene. I don’t think anyone can yet claim 
it is mainstream.
Senators Rand Paul and Ted Cruz, both 

possible presidential candidates, may 
want to be associated with libertarianism, 
but they remain Republicans.
As an economist, I see libertarianism as 

a tightly organized interdependence of 
rugged individualism, free markets and 
private property. It is not something new.
It is a version of Adam Smith’s “obvi-

ous and simple system of natural liberty 
(where) every man as long as he does not 
violate the law of justice, is left perfectly 
free to pursue his own interests his own 
way, and to 
bring both his 
industry and 
capital into 
competition 
with those of 
any other man.”
Smith was a 

practical man 
who, having 
seen a bubble 
and financial 
catastrophe 
in Scotland, 
thought the 
government 
should own 
the banks and 
set interest rates. He was certainly not a 
strict libertarian.
Egypt, China, Mesopotamia and Rome 

all reached the level of technology neces-
sary to what the development economists 
call “takeoff.”  But western Europe was 
the first to succeed. This historical sin-
gularity that produced capitalism did so 
with a strong and meddlesome govern-
ment. First in Holland, then in England 
and eventually in the U.S., government 
subsidized, guided and financed the 
building of the economic infrastructure 
(railroads, highways, roads) and institu-
tions (schools, banks, hospitals) which 
permitted western Europe to break the 
grip of history.
As an economic historian, as well as a 

mainstream economist, I simply cannot 
ignore the central role played by govern-
ment not only in starting capitalism but 
in maintaining it. One has only to look at 
the events of October 2008 when biparti-
san government intervention prevented a 
financial collapse but also created banks 
too big to fail.
Look at the industrial countries led by 

England in 1750, the U.S. in 1800 and 
1950 and Japan and Germany in 1955 
and you see the strong hand of govern-
ment still guiding the economy.
On the other hand, look at the Latin 

American nations where every individual 
business is “left perfectly free to pursue 
his own interests his own way” and you 
see feudal stagnation.
Libertarianism runs up against the his-

torical record, market failure and the fact 
that virtually every transaction creates 
negative externalities and an invitation to 
government action.

Paul A. Heise, of Mount Gretna, is 
a professor emeritus of economics at 
Lebanon Valley College, Annville, and a 
former economist for the federal govern-
ment.
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EDITOR'SVOICE

Mi d d l e t o w n  B o r o u g h  o f f i c i a l s  h a v e 
m a d e  b o r o u g h  g o v e r n m e n t  s m a l l e r .  
They’ve cut staff, eliminated the town’s emergency dispatch 

center and virtually eliminated the annual contribution to the Middle-
town Public Library. Yet our town's taxpayers face the possibility of 
a property tax and electric rate increase for 2015.
Why? Health insurance costs will increase by 24 percent next year, 

according to borough officials. Try as you might, it seems impossible 
to control the cost of health care – small businesses, including our 
business, can attest to that. Though health care administrators would 
deny it, annual premiums seem to be based on the number and age 
of employees, their use of health insurance and the toss of a dart at 
a board full of figures.
Perhaps the truth is that municipal finances are much more complex 

than the finances that govern your household. Maybe that’s why 
financial consultants like Susquehanna Group Advisors, the state-
approved consultant that advises Middletown as part of the state’s 
Act 47 Early Intervention Program, exist.
Susquehanna Group’s Mark Morgan has provided three options to 

Middletown Borough Council for plugging an anticipated gap in the 
2015 budget. We’re certain none will inspire residents to dance joy-
ously on the square, but at least the borough is in the unique position 
of having options that other municipalities do not possess.
Option one: Raise property taxes by .5 mills and electric rates by 

1 cent.
Option two: Drop the tax increase but raise electric rates by a penny 

and cut two more borough employees.
Option three: Don’t raise a thing, but transfer a hefty amount from 

the borough’s electric trust fund, 
a fund born from a previous court 
settlement between the borough and 
Met Ed over a contested rate agree-
ment that had allowed Middletown 
to purchase electricity for resale at 
a very, very low price.
At least one councilor, Benjamin 

Kapenstein, favors freezing taxes 
and electric rates and using money 
made from a potential leasing of the 

borough’s water and sewer systems to United Water. Council voted in 
September to negotiate a 50-year lease with United Water that would 
require United to pay $43 million to the borough, money that would 
pay off Middletown's long-term debt and finance the much-needed 
installation of new water and sewer lines along Main Street. If enough 
is left to plug the budget gap in 2015, that would be the best solution.
There appears to be no consensus yet among councilors as to what 

to do. Indeed, it’s not an easy decision. We believe a property tax 
increase should be avoided, though, and that an electric rate increase 
alone should be the only increase considered.
Raising electric rates spreads the financial burden to a greater num-

ber of people than a property tax increase, we believe. Council cut 
electric rates, in part, to make Middletown a more attractive place 
for business and real-estate developers – we don’t see a property tax 
increase, even a half-mill hike, as being a more attractive option.
And council has more flexibility in regulating electric rates throughout 

the year – in the past, it has reviewed rates as frequently as every three 
or so months. A property tax increase will stand for all of 2015. And 
we are hard-pressed to come up with any instance of a municipality 
lowering its property taxes, so we suspect that half-mill hike will 
continue in perpetuity.
If the borough can get enough money out of United to cover next 

year’s budget gap as well as pay off debt and improve infrastructure, 
that would be great – and the best option. If that won’t resolve  the 
borough's predicament, an electric rate increase seems to be the best 
choice.
 

READERS'VIEWS

Editor,

The massive public reaction to the tragic deaths of three black teens at the hand of white 
police officers has led to a national call for use of body cameras to record and prevent 
any future mistreatment of suspects.
There is ample precedent. Animal protection activists have used body cameras to docu-

ment egregious atrocities and safety violations by workers in the meat, dairy, and egg 
industries. The resulting videos have led to a number of corrective actions, as well as 
felony convictions, meat recalls and even a $500 million civil settlement.
How ironic then that agribusiness interests in seven states (Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Mis-

souri, Montana, North Dakota and Utah) have now enacted “ag-gag” laws imposing severe 
penalties for using body cameras in their agricultural facilities. The language is typically 
drafted by the anti-consumer American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC).
Let’s hope that other vested interests do not impose similar restrictions on the use of 

body cameras by law enforcement officers.

                                                                                                                       Carl Suong
                                                                                                                             Carlisle

The budget dilemma:
Here's what we'd do

Putting body cameras
on police is a good idea

What does it 
mean to be
a libertarian?
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Q&A: A physicist talks
about global warming

Your Opinions
from www.pressandjournal.com.

Visit our website to cast your vote.

Results are based on random responses and are not scientific.

83%

17%

SOMEWHAT

NOT AT ALL

Would you say that you are 
satisfied with the results of the 
2014 election?

We want to hear from you. 
Send your letters to:  

letters@pressandjournal.com, or
20 S. Union Street

Middletown, Pa.  17057 
Letters may be edited for accuracy, 

clarity, and length.

YOUR VIEWS 
ARE WELCOME

Senators Rand 
Paul and Ted 
Cruz, both
possible
presidential 
candidates, may 
want to be
associated with 
libertarianism, 
but they remain 
Republicans.

As we move into 
cold, and possibly 
snowy, December, 
it seems like an op-
portune time to talk 
about climate sci-
ence and the vola-

tile subject of global warming. Here is a 
question-and-answer session with Grove 
City College physicist Glenn Marsch and 
college staff interviewers that is provided 
by the school. 

Question: We’d like to talk about 
carbon dioxide levels. Are they higher 
now and, if so, what should we do about 
cutting them
Marsch: Carbon dioxide levels are 

much higher than they’ve been for a long 
time, according to the Vostok and EPICA 
Projects, which involved analyzing 
Antarctic ice cores. These studies show 
a couple of things. One, where they saw 
extra carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, 
it did not precede warming, it actu-
ally followed it. Second, they showed 
that there’s certainly more CO2 in the 
atmosphere now than there has been in 
the last 700,000 years; and, in fact, not 
by just a little bit. The CO2 concentra-
tion in the atmosphere is now just under 
400 parts per million (ppm). That’s about 
25 percent higher than we think it was 
in 1960, and over twice as high as it was 
during recent glacial 
maxima. Tempera-
tures, though, are 
only slightly higher.
Question: That 

seems surprising. 
What do we know 
about temperatures?
Marsch: Our 

understanding about 
how CO2 leads to 
temperature change 
is incomplete.
Question: Much of the debate today 

focuses on whether human beings are 
responsible for increased carbon diox-
ide levels and whether increased carbon 
dioxide levels cause a dangerous spike in 
temperatures. What do you make of these 
questions?
Marsch: I cannot speak as a published 

author in this field, but I am trying to 
speak as a physicist and somebody who 
is generally interested in geology and 
who cares deeply about how the scientific 
method is portrayed to the public. I look 
at this phenomenon and it seems certain 
that human activity has increased the 
CO2 level, but the global average tem-
perature has not increased quite the way 
many people thought it would.
And this is a problem. There needs to 

be what is sometimes called in science 
“epistemological humility.” If global 
temperature increases by a degree Celsius 
that is going to be, certainly, less prob-
lematic than if our temperatures decrease 
by three to six degrees Celsius as they 
did during past ice ages. The worst thing 
we can do is destroy the economy of a 
nation with unreasonable environmental 
regulation, which affects the poor most 
of all.
Question: Let’s look at the larger pic-

ture for a moment. You have noted that 
we haven’t experienced a rise in global 
temperatures since prior to the turn of 
the 21st century. Is this “hiatus” or pause 
well-known among the scientific com-
munity?
Marsch: Yes. In my opinion, however, 

it is being downplayed by many in the 
climate science community. So now their 

We believe a property tax in-
crease should be avoided, and 
that an electric rate increase 

alone should be the only
 increase considered. 

strategy is to understand where the energy 
trapped by the CO2 went to save the hy-
pothesis that man-made CO2 is the main 
driver of global warming.
Question: What is being suggested?
Marsch: The idea promoted by many 

in the climate science community is 
that carbon dioxide is heating up the 
earth but that we’re not presently seeing 
temperature increases in the atmosphere. 
Therefore, they say, the heat is going 
somewhere else. Some of the hypotheses 
suggest the oceans have absorbed that 
heat. So, in other words, the extra carbon 
dioxide emitted by humans really is still 
warming the earth, but the energy it traps 
is mainly sequestered in the oceans rather 
than in the atmosphere.
Question: Is this possible?
Marsch: It’s possible that the energy 

went elsewhere. Moreover, maybe that 
heat will be released into the atmosphere 
one day. But I think we can say that the 
models didn’t predict the hiatus in global 
warming. There should be some humility 
about what models can or cannot tell us 
and there should be some humility about 
the certitude with which media organs tell 
the public what’s going on here.
Question: What are your thoughts as 

the political debate continues while at the 
same time we have scientific uncertainty?
Marsch: It’s true – there is a lot of sci-

entific uncertainty. Yet, even if 100 per-
cent of the scientific 
community were 
to say that global 
warming is a huge 
problem, and that 
we must deal with 
it now, we still must 
determine what to 
do – that’s the realm 
of policy. Should 
we decarbonize 
our economy? If 
we outlaw or stop 

manufacturing incandescent light bulbs 
in the U.S., will that have an effect on 
future global temperatures? If we shut 
down our coal-fired plants while coun-
tries like China and India are electrifying 
and building more plants, will our actions 
really help the environment? I think the 
answer is “very little.” But if we do all of 
this and put people out of work, then what 
happens to an economy, to those people?
And this is something, I think, that a lot 

of folks in the environmental movement 
don’t get. Burning fossil fuels is not a 
perfect solution – it has plenty of draw-
backs. But I agree with Ross McKitrick 
that it has been one of the biggest drivers 
of human prosperity ever. Moreover, I 
find it unconscionable that people who 
dwell in wealthy countries want to dictate 
to folks around the world that they cannot 
burn fossil fuels. Poorer countries don’t 
have the leisure to worry about how much 
carbon they’re putting into the atmo-
sphere. They want clean drinking water, 
they want better health, and they want 
the kinds of advantages that people in 
wealthier countries have.
I think that governments of most devel-

oping countries are not going to sign any 
Kyoto-type treaties until that happens. In 
the meantime, they are emitting more pol-
lution than I’d like, but eventually they’ll 
be wealthy enough to remediate their 
problems.
Question: So, the message to the Ameri-

can people is, “Be careful, we can hurt 
the poor.’’
Marsch: Yes, be careful, for by imple-

menting bad policy, we can hurt the poor 
and needy.

I find it unconscionable that 
people who dwell in wealthy 
countries want to dictate to 
folks around the world that 

they cannot burn fossil fuels.
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Penn State Harrisburg is an 
undergraduate college and 
graduate school of The 

Pennsylvania State University 
located in Lower Swatara Twp. The 
campus enrolls more than 4,400 
students and offers more than 65 
associate, bachelor, master and 
doctoral degree programs.
In addition, the college offers the 

first two years of study leading to 
more than 160 baccalaureate majors 
offered throughout the university.
Founded in 1966, the institution 

stretches over 218 acres and features 
five academic schools: Behavioral 
Sciences and Education; Business 
Administration; Humanities; Public 
Affairs; and Science, Engineering 
and Technology. Its faculty 
consists of more than 200 full-
time employees and 125 part-time 
employees.
A continued growth in enrollment 

recently prompted the need 
to increase on-campus living 
capacity through the construction 
of new apartment-style housing 
for 427 students. The campus has 
also expanded its Science and 
Technology Building, a state-of-the-
art library, food court, Town Square 

for student activities and indoor 
aquatics center. 
Penn State Harrisburg works in 

cooperation with Lower Swatara 
Twp. and Middletown Borough 
to bring additional economic 
development to the 106th District. 
The students and faculty who 
live and commute to Penn State 
Harrisburg regularly contribute to 
the local economy and make this 
institution a valuable part of our 
community.

 “In God We Trust” 
license plates available 
As a result of legislation I 

authored, Pennsylvanians can 
demonstrate their support for the 
nation’s motto with an “In God We 
Trust” license plate now available 
from the Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation.
The specialty plate was authorized 

by Act 109 of 2014, which included 
a measure I introduced after a local 
resident brought to my attention 
that similar plates were offered in 
other states. Given our state’s rich 
religious history dating back to the 
Quakers and status as the birthplace 

of the nation, he felt it would be 
fitting for Pennsylvania to offer this 
specialty plate.
Each “In God We Trust” license 

plate costs $20 in addition to 
the normal annual registration 
fee. Specialty license plates 
administered by PennDOT are 
only available for passenger cars, 
motor homes and light trucks with 
a registered gross weight of no 
more than 10,000 pounds. They are 
not available for motorcycles and 
trailers.
To apply for this plate, residents 

must submit the MV-916 form, 
along with a $20 check or money 
order made payable to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
To obtain a copy of the MV-916 
form or to get more information 
about specialty license plates, visit 
RepPayne.com.

John D. Payne is a Republican 
member of the Pennsylvania House 
of Representatives. He represents 
the 106th District, which includes 
Middletown, Royalton, Lower 
Swatara Twp., Hummelstown, Derry 
Twp., Conewago Twp. and part of 
Swatara Twp.

Submissions to Sound Off appear as 
written. The Press And Journal edits 
only for clarity and punctuation. Additional comments of some 
Sound Off comments are available 
at www.pressandjournal.com.

• “Remember how the whites rioted 
after O.J. got off? Oh, that’s right – 
I don’t either!”

• “I see liberal Paul Heise has too 
much time on his hands again! Now 
he thinks we’ve cheapened labor? 
Obviously, he hasn’t followed the 
“prevailing wage” issue in the state 
of Pennsylvania. We pay over 30 
percent more in contracts and work 
on state projects because of prevail-
ing wage! The hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars the state and school 
districts have wasted because of this 
ridiculous law is outrageous – yet 

Mr. Heise seems to think wages 
aren’t enough! Enjoy my tax dollars 
during retirement, Mr. Heise, just as 
the state will waste a lot of it on un-
necessary, overpriced projects.”

• “Two or three years ago, a young 
man was shot and killed on the 
southeast corner of Main and Spring 
streets. Does anyone know what 
happened in the case? The last I 
knew, the person who shot him was 
never charged. Can the new police 
chief or the mayor look into the 
handling of this case? Since there 
were so many problems with the 
police force at that time, maybe it 
should be looked in to with some 

fresh eyes. Also, after all this time, 
someone might be willing to tell the 
truth, and that poor boy’s mother 
can get some peace.”

• “Just a warning! If your car 
breaks down along the road in 
Lower Swatara Twp., don’t leave it 
there! The police will have it towed! 
Mine was only there for 1-1/2 hours 
while I went for help and it cost me 
$270.”

• “Hey, Press And Journal, what 
happened at Frey Village that made 
them go on lockdown? I didn’t read 
anything in the paper about it!”

Penn State Harrisburg a valuable 
contributor to the local economy

The Capitol REPORTJOHNPAYNE

Warm greetings to you all. Here we 
are approaching the corner of the 
middle of December! Things are in 
full swing with beautiful decorations, 
Christmas music and tons of sales try-
ing to entice more shopping.
This holiday can be more simply 

celebrated by realizing and embracing 
the birth of someone very special. We 
can learn so much from the old hymnal 
songs: “O Little Town of Bethlehem,’’ 
where he was born; “Away in a Man-
ger’’; “Joy to the World,’’ reminding 
us he is the gift of grace to us all; “O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel,’’ remind-
ing us that God is with us, He is God, 
creator of all things; and “O Come, 
All Ye Faithful,’’ telling us we are 
invited, with the angels, to adore and 
give glory to Jesus Christ. He is a gift 
that waits to be unwrapped. It is up 
to each of us to receive him, or not.
Enjoy this time of year of friends, 

family and lots to do, and enjoy.
Hoping each one of you has a blessed 

holiday season. Please let me know 
if you have news to share. Have a 
wonderful week!

Birthdays
Here is a shout out for a very happy 

birthday to Max Zupanovic. Max 
marks his 23rd cake day on Wednes-
day, Dec. 10.
Aaron Mahalik of Lower Swatara 

Twp. turns 22 on Wednesday, Dec. 10. 
May your birthday week be especially 
festive, Aaron.
Happy cake and ice cream day to 

Michaila Brady, who celebrates 
landmark No. 18 on Wednesday, Dec. 
10. Enjoy!
Hey, Eric Mosher of Lower Swatara! 

Best wishes for a super birthday to 
you on Thursday, Dec. 11. Enjoy be-
ing 20. Wow!
If you see Erik Tomalis of Lower 

Swatara out and about on Friday, Dec. 
12, please give him a loud and jolly 
happy birthday greeting.
Alex Fach of Lower Swatara hits No. 

18 on Saturday, Dec. 13. Congrats, and 
best wishes for a wonderful birthday 
weekend.
Happy birthday to Jennifer Hunter 

of Lower Swatara. Her confetti-
popping day is Sunday, Dec. 14. Hope 
your birthday week is just super.
Wishing Mike Pavlishin of Lower 

Swatara a rootin’-tootin’ happy birth-

day on Sunday, Dec. 14. Enjoy!
Happy bling and sparkle birthday 

to Sarah Gossard of Lower Swatara 
as she turns 19 on Sunday, Dec. 14.
If you see Jack Etter out and about 

Lower Swatara on Monday, Dec. 15, 
tell him he has 10 shopping days until 
Christmas – and oh, yeah, happy 77th 
birthday, too!
Lisa Miller will be hearing the 

birthday song on Tuesday, Dec. 16. 
I hope it is sweet to your ears, Lisa. 
Have a happy day.
Zach Carricato marks his frosty-

filled cake day on Tuesday, Dec. 16. 
May your day be merry and bright, 
Zach.
Best wishes to Laura Boenzli, who 

celebrates her razzle-dazzle day on 
Tuesday, Dec. 16. Happy birthday, 
Laura.
Here is a shout out for a Sweet 16 

birthday to Osman Kamara of Lower 
Swatara. He observes his beep-honk-
beep day on Tuesday, Dec. 16.

Anniversaries
Happy 26th anniversary to Gary 

and Lynne Klock of Lower Swatara. 
These kids are the best yet! Still so very 
young at heart. May your Wednesday, 
Dec. 10 celebration day be the best yet.

Free concert 
Penn State Harrisburg’s School 

of Humanities will present a con-
cert,  “Solace and Celebration,” at  
7 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 12 and 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, Dec. 13 at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, Middletown.
The concert will feature the Penn 

State Harrisburg Campus Choir, 
Chamber Singers, Guitar Ensemble 
and Barbers Quartet.
The concert is free.

Forgetting King’s advice
Here is another except from Dr. Ben 

Carson’s book, “One Nation’’:
“According to Dr. [Martin Luther] 

King, you life is what you make it. 
Education and career development  
is the responsibility of the individual, 
not their parents, teachers or anyone 
else, though many would claim that 
heredity and environment can absolve 
people of responsibility. Although 
these two entities can affect one’s 
life, the most important factor is our 
response to challenges that arise.

“If you prepare yourself academi-
cally and experientially through 
various work situations, you can 
become whatever you dream. That’s 
the American Dream. I believe the 
current leadership in America’s black 
community could learn a great deal 
about effective leadership by study-
ing some of the writings and the real 
history of Dr. King.’’

 Township meetings
The following Lower Swatara Twp. 

meetings will be held at the town-
ship’s municipal building on Spring 
Garden Drive:
• Lower Swatara Twp. Municipal 

Authority, 7 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 15
• Lower Swatara Twp. Board of 

Commissioners, 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Dec. 17
• Lower Swatara Twp. Planning Com-

mission, 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 18

Quote of the Week
“Sometimes the most important 

things you do each day are never even 
on your list.”                – anonymous

Question of the Week
When is your birthday? Do you like 

it that time of year?
“Sept. 28. I love it that time of year 

because I like the  weather!” – Victoria 
Kelly, 7, Swatara Twp.
“June 4. I love that it is still during 

school because I can spend the day 
with my friends. It is still too cool to 
swim, though.” – Whitney Wood, 17, 
New Jersey.
“April 12. It is great because it is 

nice out and I can have my birthday 
celebration outside. If it was in the 
winter that would be OK.” – Dakota 
Saunders, 10, Lower Swatara.
“July 28. I like it in the middle of the 

summer. One year I got a dirt bike and 
I didn’t have to wait for nice weather.” 
– Kobe Brown, 13, Lower Swatara.
“Aug. 5. I don’t really care much 

about birthdays.” – Devon Finster-
bush, 14, Middletown.
“March 27. I like it. It is not too hot 

and not too cold.” – Chad Kreiser, 
13, Middletown.

Proverb for the Week
A good man is concerned for the 

welfare of his animals, but even the 
kindness of godless men is cruel 
(12:10).

News in Your 
Neighborhood

LaVonne Ackerman • 1438 Old Reliance Road, 939-5584 • LaVonneAck@comcast.net

Ecumenism 
at its best 
was recently 

demonstrated at 
the Vatican, where 
dozens of faith 
leaders worldwide 

assembled to remind us of the 
essential complementarity of men 
and women in life, marriage and 
parenthood. It was enough to 
prompt a high-five between Pope 
Francis and evangelical pastor 
James Robison.
Of course, do we really need 

reminding that male and female are 
different? Absolutely, especially 
with the advent of same-sex 
marriage, which is prompting 
assertions that it “doesn’t matter” 
whether two men or two women 
parent a household.
Ask any parent if males and 

females are different. My wife and I 
have eight children under our roof, 
and the boy-girl differences are 
dramatic.
Here’s a typical Saturday morning 

exchange at our house: “Daddy!” 
my 7-year-old son yells, running 
toward me in camouflage hunting 
clothes. “I had a dream last night 
that I stabbed Bigfoot nine times 
with a spear!” Not missing a beat, 
his 3-year-old sister prances and 
dances toward me in a flowered 
pink dress: “Daddy, I had a dream 
about a ladybug!”
The 3-year-old goes by “Princess 

Cupcake.” She’s of the age where 
she dresses up and displays herself 
in front of me waiting for me 
to gush, “Wow, you look like a 
princess!” She beams. Her older 
sisters did the same thing. The first 
time I said that to her oldest sister, 
she calmly glowed to her mom, “He 
said I look like a princess.”

Needless to say, the boys have 
never done that – not once in 
20,000-plus days of combined lives.
My wife and I have nothing to do 

with these differences, other than 
providing the chromosomes.
My 7-year-old boy, long before 

fancying himself a Bigfoot slayer, 
declared himself “Wolfboy.” My 
wife and I certainly didn’t come 
up with that one. She will tell you 
that she did not give birth to a 
wolf boy. No, it was he alone who 
transmogrified himself into this half 
beast, half boy.
Wolfboy sauntered around the 

house creeping, preying. We 
attempted to keep these wild 
manifestations at, shall we say, 
bay – a more restrained Wolfboy. 
One day at the home of friends, he 
politely asked my wife if he could 
go outside to “howl,” to the giggles 
of my friend’s teenage girl.
Fortunately, the Wolfboy thing 

eventually cooled. One afternoon 
he grabbed two chopsticks for 
fangs, shoving them into his throat. 
Wolfboy had to be taken to the 
hospital. We’ve since had several 
full moons with no reappearances.
That brings me back to the 

differences in the sexes. These traits 
follow us into adulthood, marriage 
and parenting.
There are things my wife does 

that I just can’t. She happily jumps 
up in the middle of the night at the 
slightest cry. I lay there groaning. 
On the flip side, she has no yearning 
to take the teenage boys hunting in 
20-degree weather with rifles and 
crossbows to shoot and gut and 
hang and skin and butcher a deer. 
My boys crave that, and they’re 
utterly mystified at their sisters’ 
insatiable interest in the Duggar 
family’s weddings.

In short, all of this is obvious, 
observable. Really, to deny it is to 
be warped by ideology, culture, 
politics or some agenda.
That brings me back to the 

ecumenical gathering at the Vatican, 
where these gender differences 
in married and family life were 
acknowledged and celebrated.
“The biggest threat to marriage 

is that people have forgotten its 
purpose,” said Pastor Rick Warren, 
the 28th speaker at the Vatican 
conference. “Children who grow up 
with the presence of a mother and 
father are more successful in life, 
are healthier, are stronger, are less 
likely to be involved in crime, are 
less likely to go to prison, are less 
likely to be involved in drug abuse, 
are less likely to live in poverty. If 
you really want to support children, 
we need to support two-parent 
families, a husband and a wife, a 
mom and a dad.”
The bishop of Rome didn’t 

disagree with the Saddleback 
Church pastor.
“Children have a right to grow 

up in a family with a father and a 
mother,” said Pope Francis. Such 
households are best “capable of 
creating a suitable environment 
for the child’s development and 
emotional maturity.”
Of course, not all children get that 

ideal, but it’s an ideal our culture 
should strive for rather than against.
We were made male and female, 

and from birth to death and 
childhood to parenthood, those 
differences have a distinct and 
complementary purpose.
Dr. Paul Kengor is professor of 

political science and executive 
director of The Center for Vision 
& Values at Grove City College, 
Mercer County.

Wolfboy and Princess Cupcake:
The natural differences of sex
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Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   

Parish Office 944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor

Deacon Thomas A. Lang
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm

Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown

944-6426
PASTOR DON WALTERS

Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street • 944-5835

Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

New Beginnings Church
at the Riverside Chapel

630 South Union St., Middletown • 388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am

Pastor BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"

890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of 441 & Ebenezer Road)

Phone 939-0766 
Sunday Worship:

Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am

Christian Child Care - 985-1650
SUANNE WHORL, Pastor

www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown

REV. ROBERT GRAYBILL, Pastor
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 

Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

First Church of God
235 W. High St., Middletown
REV. KIMBERLY SHIFLER, Pastor

944-9608
Sunday School - 9:15 am • Worship Services - 8 & 10:30 am

Classes for Special Education
(Sunday Morning & Thursday Evening)

Open Door Bible Church
200 Nissley Drive, Middletown, PA

(Located In Lower Swatara Township)
Pastor JONATHAN E. TILLMAN

Phone 939-5180
Sunday School - 9:30 am • Morning Worship - 10:40 am

Evening Worship - 6:30 pm
Wednesday Prayer Service - 7 pm

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 944-4322

Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown

REV. JIM DAWES, Pastor
Phone 944-6242

Sunday Worship - 8:30 &10:30 am • Come as you are!
Follow Jesus, Change the World.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Spring & Union Sts., Middletown

Church Office 944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor

Saturday Worship With Spoken Liturgy - 5 pm
Sunday Worship - 8:15 am & 11 am
Sunday Church School  - 9:45 am

Worship Broadcast on 91.1 fm - 11 am

 Are you perplexed or perhaps dis-
tressed by the rapid change in moral 
standards of the present day? We at 
Calvary Church are committed to 
upholding the unchanging standards 
of the Word of God, which is revealed 
in the Bible. We are also committed to 
proclaiming the hope of salvation from 
the sin that results from the world’s 
changing moral standards, the hope 
found in faith in Jesus Christ alone. 
We invite you to join us each Sunday 
to hear more about this message of 

free grace. Our services are at 10:15 
a.m. and 6 p.m. We are located at the 
corner of Spruce and Emaus streets 
here in Middletown.
 We have a fellowship meal following 

the 10:15 a.m. morning service on the 
first Sunday of every month, free to 
all who come. We also have Sunday 
school classes for all ages at 9 a.m., 
and a Bible Study each Wednesday at 7 
p.m. We are now studying the Gospel 
of Luke. Feel free to contact us with 
questions at 944-5835.

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Middletown

Visitors to our worship service are 
always welcome. May this time of 
praising God and learning of his plan 
for our lives be helpful to one and all.
 Evangelical Church meets on the 

corner of Spruce and Water streets at 
157 E. Water St., Middletown, south 
of Main St., behind the Turkey Hill 
convenience store.
 The ministries scheduled at Evan-

gelical United Methodist Church from 
December 10-16 are always open to 
everyone.
 Wed., Dec. 10: 6 p.m., AA Book 

Study; 6:30 p.m., Senior Choir re-
hearsal.
 Thurs., Dec. 11: 6 p.m., Girl Scout 

Troop #10067.
 Sun., Dec. 14: 9 a.m., Sunday Church 

school, with classes for all ages. Adult 
Sunday school devotional leader for 
December: June Martin; 10:15 a.m., 
Worship service. The worship center 
is handicap and wheelchair acces-
sible. Greeters: Daisy Long, Kevin 
and Pat Zentmeyer. Lay Liturgist: 
Joey Underdonk. Nursery helpers: 
Ethel Angeloff, Mike Harris. The altar 
flowers are given in memory of brother 
Jamie Lindsey, grandparents Loretta 
and Robert Lindsey, and Walter and 
Helen Gruber, and Aunt Edie Lindsey 
presented by Jodie and Brian Dobslaw 
and family; 11:30 a.m., Refreshments 
and Fellowship time. 
 Tues., Dec. 16: 8:30 a.m., Volunteers 

will travel to Mission Central; 2 p.m., 
Prayer Shawl Ministry.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Middletown

First Church of God, 245 W. High 
Street, Middletown, invites you to 
join us for worship at either 8 a.m. 
or 10:30 a.m. this Sunday. Childcare 
is provided.
 Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. classes 

are available for Youth (grades 6-12), 
FROG Pond (1st through 5th grade), 
Kindergarten (4-5 year olds), Nursery 
(infants through age 3), and Adult 
classes that offer a variety of Bible 
studies and electives. Classes for 
special education are also available. 
 Wednesday Night Live: Supper 

is at 5:30 p.m., classes at 6:30 p.m. 
Classes offered: Bible Study 1 and 2 
Thessalonians; Adult Bible Study on 
“Running Together to Win”; Craft 
Class; NOOMA (Short films promot-
ing spiritual reflections on individual 
life experiences); “Questions and 
Answers, maybe.” A Christian’s ques-
tion and answer session with lots of 
discussions. There are also classes 
for Youth: middle school and senior 

First Church of God
Middletown

 “But the angel said to them, ‘Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is Christ the 
Lord.’” Luke 2:10-11
 Open Door Bible Church, located 

at 200 Nissley Drive, Middletown, 
invites you to worship Jesus Christ 
with us this week.
 Our December 14 Sunday worship 

service commences at 10:40 a.m. with 
a 9:30 a.m. Sunday school hour with 
classes for all ages. Children from 
ages 4 to second grade are welcome 

to participate in Junior Church during 
the morning worship service. We also 
welcome you to join us at our 6:30 
p.m. service. Childcare is provided 
for children under age 4 during all 
services and classes. 
 Wed., Dec. 10: 7 p.m., Bible Study, 

Prayer Meeting, and Bible Clubs (ages 
5 and up).
 Come and hear the Word, the truth 

that will set you free.
 For more information call the church 

office at 939-5180 or visit us online 
at www.odbcpa.org. Better yet, come 
worship with us in person.

Open Door Bible Church
Middletown

We are an independent body of be-
lievers offering God’s invitation for a 
new beginning to all who seek it. We 
exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of a people through 
faith in Jesus Christ.
  New Beginnings Church invites 

you to worship with us each Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children’s 
church is provided. Our congregation 
meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to Rescue Fire Com-
pany. Sunday school for all ages is at 
9 a.m. We are handicap accessible via 
ramp at back door; Youth Fellowship is 
from 5 to 7 p.m. For additional church 
information call 944-9595.
 Anyone coming to the church during 

the daytime and Pastor Britt is in the 
office, please ring the doorbell at the 
front door.
 Wednesdays: Craft Group, 6:00 p.m.; 

Choir rehearsals, Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. Thursdays Intercessory Prayer 
Group at 6:15 p.m., followed by Pastor 
Britt’s Bible Study at 7 p.m. Everyone 
is welcome to participate in these im-
portant areas of our church life.
 The Sociable Seniors group meets 

the 1st Monday of every month from 
1 to 3 p.m.; Blanket making is the 3rd 
Thursday of every month at 9 a.m.
 Our Angel Tree is in the hallway with 

names of children for Christmas gifts. 
We will be collecting hats, gloves and 

scarves for children once the angel 
names are taken. We are also collecting 
donations of sweat pants in sizes 6-8 
for Middletown Elementary school 
students in need.
 Children’s Music Camp for the 

Christmas Musicale will be held the 
week of Dec. 14 with a presentation 
during worship on Sun., Dec. 21.
 The Youth Fellowship is selling 

pumpkin rolls and Apple Dumplings 
for Christmas. To place an order call 
944-9595. Delivery will be Sun., 
Dec. 21.
 Children’s Church leaders for De-

cember: Michelle, Katie and Jenny 
Strohecker. Acolyte for December: 
Ean Benner. Ushers for Dec.: Bonny 
and Joel Guzzo, Gaye and Irv Turpin. 
Lighting the Advent Candle on Sun., 
Dec. 14 are Aimie and Mike Benner 
and family.
 Our Sunday worship service is 

broadcast on the MAHS radio sta-
tion, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. every 
Sunday afternoon. Listen on the radio 
or the Internet at www.pennlive.com/
wmss/audio. Check us out on our 
Website at www.newbeginningsch-
urchmiddletown.weebly.com.
 Pastor Britt’s parting words each 

Sunday: “Nothing in this world is 
more important than the love of Jesus 
Christ!” We invite you to come and 
experience this love.

New Beginnings Church
Middletown

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is located at Spring and Union 
streets, Middletown. We are a Recon-
ciling In Christ Church.
 You are invited to join us for wor-

ship on Wednesday morning, Saturday 
evening and Sunday morning. Sunday 
worship time is 8:15 and 11 a.m. Sun-
day Church School is at 9:45 a.m. Our 
11 a.m. worship service is broadcast 
live on WMSS 91.1. 
 Wednesday morning service is at 10 

a.m.; Saturday at 5 p.m. is a casual 
traditional service and is 45 minutes 
in length. Please enter through the 
parking lot doors.
 The first Sunday of each month is 

Food Pantry Sunday. Our food pantry 
is in need of personal care and non-

perishable food items. Items collected 
are taken to the Interfaith Food Pantry 
located at 201 Wyoming St., Royalton.
 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church will not 

have a Community Dinner in Decem-
ber. Join us on Jan. 12 for Lasagna.
 Mon., Dec. 8: 6:30 p.m., Bible Study.
 Community Events: Fri., Dec. 12 

at 7 p.m. and Sat., Dec. 13 at 2 p.m., 
the Penn State Harrisburg Holiday 
Concert will be held at St. Peter’s, 
Middletown. The concert is free; Dec. 
24: Christmas Eve Worship, 7 p.m. and 
10:30 p.m. Special music is at 10 p.m.
 Visit our website at www.stpe-

tersmiddletown.org.
 Scripture readings for the week: Isa. 

61:1-4, 8-11; Ps. 126; 1 Thess. 5:16-24; 
John 1:6-8, 19-28.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Middletown

Advent is the season when we 
remember the Coming of God into 
the world in the most unexpected 
ways. Everyone is invited to join us 
in discovering the true meaning of 
Christmas.
 We worship on Sunday morning 

at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Our early 
service is informal and features a 
Praise Band. Our later service follows 
a traditional pattern and includes all 
types of music. We encourage people 
to “come as you are.”

Wesley United Methodist Church
Middletown

 The Presbyterian Congregation is lo-
cated at the corner of Union and Water 
streets in downtown Middletown. We 
are a body of Christian people who 
reach out to others by sharing God’s 
Word, love, and fellowship. Warm 
greetings to one and all as we seek to 
grow closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 As we celebrate the season of Advent, 

please plan to join us for worship. 
Visitors are especially welcome. On 
Dec. 14, Church school begins at 
9:15 a.m. with classes for all ages. 
Children meet in the Morrow Room; 
Teens meet in the Teen Room; Adult 
Forum meets in Fellowship Hall. Adult 
Forum will begin the Advent series 
“Not a Silent Night – Mary Looks 
Back to Bethlehem,” based on the 
book and DVD by Adam Hamilton. 
In this session, “Amazed, Astounded, 
and Astonished,” we go back to Jesus’ 
boyhood and the one childhood story 
about him that is given in the Bible. 
Please plan to join us. Worship begins 
at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. Nursery 
is available during the 10:30 a.m. ser-
vice, and there are also hearing devices 
for anyone wanting to use one, as well 
as Bible Listening bags for children 
to utilize during the service.
 The annual Christmas Lunch and 

Children’s Christmas Program will be 
held on Dec. 14 in Fellowship Hall. 

The menu will include baked ziti, ham, 
rolls, and beverage, provided by the 
church. Please bring a salad or des-
sert to share. The children of Church 
School will present a program after 
lunch, directed by Brenda and Jim Fry.
 Grace Triumphant is a Bible study 

that meets each Sunday from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. in our Fellowship Hall. 
Those who attend bring food to share 
from 5:30 to 6 p.m. The study follows 
at 6 p.m. Please direct your questions 
to Paula and Larry at 717-944-3131.
 The SAGE Christmas Lunch at 

Brownstone Café will be held on Wed., 
Dec. 17 at 1 p.m. Please join us for 
this festive lunch on the first floor of 
the restaurant. Sign up is required by 
Dec. 14 to Pastor Potter. There will 
be no program.
 Be sure to join us on Sun., Dec. 

21 as the Chancel Choir presents 
the Christmas Cantata, “Canticles in 
Candlelight,” by Joseph Martin. This 
is a wonderful musical offering telling 
the treasured story of Christ’s birth. 
Bring a friend and plan to join.
 The Parish Nurse is available by call-

ing the church office at 717-944-4322.  
 For further information, see our 

website www.pcmdt.org, visit our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
Presbyterian Congregation, or call 
the office.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Middletown

high; Children’s Classes for all ages 
and babysitting. 
 Thursdays: 6 p.m., Pasta and Prayer 

Young Adult Bible Study; 6 to 8 p.m., 
The Sunshiners meet for a time of 
Christian fellowship, teaching and 
worship. They are a group which exists 
to meet the spiritual needs of persons 
who are developmentally challenged.
 Wed., Dec. 17: Wednesday Night 

Live begins with supper at 5:30 
p.m. and then at 6:30 p.m. we will 
go Christmas Caroling. Everyone is 
welcome to join us.
 Sun., Dec. 21: 8 and 10:30 a.m., the 

adult choir will present their Christmas 
Cantata; “Canticles in Candlelight,” 
by Joseph M. Martin.
 Latino Congregation: Betesda 

Casa de Misericordia, CGGC, 245 
W. High St., Middletown. Estudios 
Biblicos Domingos, noon; Servicio 
Evangelistico: Domingos 1:30 p.m.; 
Contactos: Ricardo and Jeanette Perez 
(717) 333-2184.
 For additional information call the 

church office at 944-9608 or e-mail 
us at mdtcog@comcast.net.

 On Sunday, we light the Third Candle 
of Advent as a symbol of Christ our 
Joy. We believe the joyful promise 
of God’s eternal presence is revealed 
in Jesus.
 Pastor Dawes’ sermon this Sunday 

is “Irresistible Joy” based on Luke 
1:39-45.
 Food Pantry Sunday is this week. We 

are collecting items for the Interfaith 
Food Pantry. Pancake mix and syrup 
along with other holiday food items 
will be placed at our altar.  We believe 
feeding the hungry is part of the work 
of Christmas.
 The Christmas tree in our Gathering 

Place is being decorated with practical 
gifts such as mittens, gloves, scarves, 
hats, socks and underwear. These 
special gifts will be given to Threads 
of Hope to help children and adults 
keep warm in the winter. 
 A Christmas Party for children and 

their families is being planned for Sat., 
Dec. 20 from 9 to 11 a.m. There will 
be a breakfast with family and friends,  
Christmas Stories, and a special gift 
bag for each child. Presence. Presents. 
Receive both at Wesley.
 Our Christmas Eve Worship Service 

will be held at 7 p.m.   
 Contact us by e-mail at wesleyumc@

comcast.net. Call us at 944-6242. 
Wesley is located at the corner of Ann 
and Catherine streets in Middletown. 
Come, experience a place where you 
can find hope, love, joy and peace.
 “Follow Jesus, Change the World. 

Seek. Serve. Send.”

Remember 
The 

Reason 
For The 
Season

ScHeDuLe yOuR hOlIdAy cUtS nOw!

That Hair Place
308  North Union Street • Middletown • 948.0135
Tues.-Fri. 10 am-6 pm; Sat. 10 am-2 pm      WALK-INS WELCOME

WOMEN'S STYLES • PERMS • HIGHLIGHTS
MEN'S NECK SHAVES & BEARD TRIMS

FADES • CREW CUTS • CLIPPER CUTS • STYLE CUTS  
PSU STUDENT DISCOUNT  

ScHeDuLe yOuR hOlIdAy cUtS nOw!
WOMEN'S STYLES • PERMS • HIGHLIGHTS

WET BASEMENTS STINK !!
Mold, mildew and water leakage into your basement causes health 
and foundation damage. What can be done to fix the problem?  
Allstate American Waterproofing is an honest, hardworking local company. 
We will give you a FREE evaluation and estimate and a fair price. We 
have repaired thousands of basements in the area; we can provide local  
references. When your neighbors needed waterproofing, they called  
Allstate American. Why don’t you? Call now to receive a 20% discount with 
your FREE ESTIMATE. MHIC#36672

CALL 1 800 420 7783 NOW! 
www.dryfloor.com

"

If You’re Leaving Your Employer, 
Do You Know Your 401(k)  
Options?

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 
401(k), including leaving the money in your former 
employer’s plan, moving it to your new employer’s plan, 
rolling it over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 
or cashing out the account subject to tax consequences. 
We can help you review your options so that you can 
select the one that’s best for you. If you decide to roll it 
over to an Edward Jones IRA, we can help. 

To learn more, call or visit your financial 
advisor today.

Christopher B Dixon, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

29 S Union St Suite 110
Middletown, PA 17057
717-944-1206
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Pull Taffy, excerpt from 
December 24, 1996 column

The season is upon us when most 
families make a real effort to spend 
time together. If we are fortunate we 
can recapture some of the simpler 
pleasures of Yuletides of yesteryear.
 One special activity we enjoy was 

handed down to our daughters, Holly 
and Anne, by their maternal great-
grandmother, Susan Yeager Sides, who 
lived to the ripe old age of 96, was well 
known in Highspire for the better part 
of this century. “Grammy,” as the girls 
affectionately called her, spent most of 
her life living for an incredible 60-plus 
years at 252 Market Street.
 Along with culinary treats such as 

breaded pork cutlet, hand rolled potpie 
dough, “Clifford” tea cookies, and a 
nifty dish called cherry pig (a concoc-
tion of oxhart cherries and a dough-
like pudding, both steamed in a sugar 
sack suspended in a boiling kettle). 
Great-Grandmother Sides passed on 
the technique of hand pulled taffy. (By 
the way, how long has it been since 
sugar came in a cloth sack?)
 Neither her children nor her grand-

children had ever mastered the fine art 
of pulling taffy. Over the years many 
efforts resulted in tears and blistered 
fingers.
 So it was with some pleasure that her 

first great-granddaughters mastered 
the art with a little help from their dad. 
 Grammy’s handwritten recipe is 

deceptive, or purposely simple and 
somewhat vague. It reads:  “Take a 
lump of butter the size of a walnut, 
a cup of water, a cup of sugar, brown 
cider vinegar and boil to hard ball 
stage, cool on a tray and pull, pull, 
pull.” Not much to go on!
 The longer you pull the taffy, the 

more air gets worked into the candy 
and the lighter in color it becomes. 
 This candy making requires many 

precautions, for example, after wash-
ing your hands thoroughly, remove all 
rings. You must have extra soft butter 
at hand to “grease” your fingers for 
the pulling.
 One modern cookbook cautions that 

this is a process only to be undertaken 
when you are rested and relaxed, and 
“when mother feels brave.”
 Now there is one other the thing, the 

weather must be just right. Grammy 
always said a cold and dry winter night 
was best. Low humidity is essential 
for success. I think Grammy liked 
the moon to be shining brightly, too, 
but perhaps that is a romantic notion.
 Here is the modern version for 

old-fashioned pull taffy. Over low 

heat, combine 1-¼ cups sugar, 1-1/2 
teaspoons butter, 2 tablespoons mild 
vinegar, and ¼ cup water. Stir until 
sugar dissolves. Then cook quickly 
until a small bit dropped in a cup of 
cold water forms a hard ball. Add ½ 
teaspoon of real vanilla; pour this 
sticky mess onto a marble slab. Or 
you can use a ribbed buttered cookie 
sheet, Teflon does nicely, etc. 
 When it is cool enough to handle, 

you need to carefully poke it with 
your fingers to see. Then you pick it 
up, mold into a ball and pull, pull, pull. 
 After the candy turns light, stretch 

into a thin rope-like strand and cut 
with clean buttered scissors. Store 
between layers of wax paper in a tight 
tin box. Oh, one other thing, smocks 
and aprons are a good idea.
 After some experience the very 

adventuresome candy maker could 
try variations by adding red or green 
food coloring and a drop of cinnamon 
or peppermint oil. And after much 
practice you can turn out a respectable 
candy cane or shepherd’s crook which 
was the original Christmas intention. 
But above all, be very careful not to 
burn your fingers.

The Bellsnickle, excerpt from 
December 22, 1993 column

I never pass the old family home at 
669 Second Street without thinking 
of carefree childhood days. This is 
where I spent lots of time with my 
paternal grandparents, Pop-Pop and 
Maw-Maw Herald. 
 Although the house and the neighbor-

hood are much changed a half-century 
later, there is much there to bring back 
vivid and happy memories. In the early 
1940s, the area was mostly rural. It’s 
hard to imagine that there were corn 
and hay fields nearby.
 When it was first built, number 669 

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

Christmas Bake Sale
Saturday, December 13 

9 am-noon

ST. ANN BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg

For information call 652-0545 or visit www.stannbyz.org

Homemade 
Walnut, Poppyseed, 

& Apricot Rolls 
$10 each

NO ORDERS 
WILL BE 
TAKEN

Sale held in the parish hall on a first come, first served basis

 The longer you pull the taffy, the more air gets worked into the candy 
and the lighter in color it becomes. 

Photos courtesy of Highspire Historical Society  

Keefer's Meat Market, Highspire

A & C Coin & 
Card Shop

244 W. Second St., RR,  
Hummelstown

566-5866
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 11-5 

Th. & Fri. 11-6, Closed Sat. & Sun.

BUYING COINS, 
GOLD and 

PAPER MONEY

Rachael Rusnov and William  
Botterbusch III were named Middle-
town Area High School’s Students of 
the Month for December.

Botterbusch, son of Emily and Bill 
Botterbusch, is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Student Council, 
football team, wrestling team and Key 
Club. He is a senior class officer.
He is a singer who has been selected 

to the American Choral Directors 
Association National Honor Choir 
and Eastern Division Honor Choir. 
In football, he received the David 
H. Dengler Memorial Award from 
the Raider Club; and in wrestling, 
he has earned a spot in the District 3 
championships.
He has started a landscaping service 

and worked as an animal caretaker at 
Waggin’ Tails Pet Camp.
He plans to attend college or a military 

service academy to study mechanical 
engineering or become a pilot.
“I have always wondered if I would 

ever get chosen as Student of the 
Month when I would see the names on 
the sign at the high school each month, 
and I am glad that I can now have my 
name on the board as well,’’ he said.

 Rusnov, daughter of Ivye and Simo 
Rusnov III, is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Future Business 
Leaders of America, Key Club, Link 
Crew, MASH, marching band, jazz 
band and concert band. She is senior 
class historian.
She has been named to the Honor 

Roll, district band and region band.
In the community, she works at the 

Jewish Home of Greater Harrisburg 
and as a tutor at Middletown Area 
Middle School.
She plans to attend college and major 

in international business.
“I feel very honored that I have been 

selected for this award,’’ she said. “I 
would like to thank all my teachers and 
my family for their support.’’

Students of the Month
MIDDLETOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL

Rachael RusnovWilliam Botterbusch 
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of the Bellsnickle. Though regarded by 
some members of our family as a bit 
of an eccentric, Grandmother Herald 
always viewed the glass as half-full, 
never half-empty. She decorated for 
the seasons and holidays with treasures 
from her world travels. There are many 
special touches from the places where 
the family had lived and worked. I 
remember the “State of Maine” balsam 
pillows with their pine scent of the 
northern woods. 
 For Christmas there were many tra-

ditional decorations including a large 
cardboard cutout of Santa Claus. It was 
hand-painted in watercolors. By the 
fireplace, she always placed several 
large paper mache boots. There were 
huge pinecones from Oregon. From a 
giant steamer trunk in the cellar came 
old strings of colored lights with scal-
loped and pointed bulbs. There was lots 
of tinsel (carefully saved and recycled 
every year) and many old blown-glass 
ornaments from Germany. 
 At times I would get too “shooslic” 

(excited and restless) and the old folks 
felt the need to settle me down. They 
would make references to the Bell-
snickle. In my child’s mind I imagined 
a sort of opposite to Santa Claus. I was 
told that this sinister person brought 
“bundles of switches” or maybe a 
“bucket of coal” to naughty boys and 
girls. I also recall that rabbit “drop-
pings” were sometimes mentioned. 
As you can imagine, my behavior 
would change quickly and I would 
observe knowing smiles and winks on 
the adults’ faces. An old secret from 
their own childhood had been revived 
to great effect. 
 As I grew older and braver, I went so 

far as to challenge Bellsnickle’s exis-
tence. Later on Christmas Day I was 
greatly distressed to find some broken 
and curiously red switches and a few 
lumps of coal. As I look back now I 
know they were strategically placed 
for me to find while rolling snow for 
a snowman.
 Some time later I realized that the 

large chunks of coal came from the 
railroad bed and the switches came 
from a peculiar red bush that grew 
back on Whitehouse Lane.
 Oh I almost forgot, the most tell-

ing and convincing evidence of the 
Bellsnickle was a large black top hat 
made of furry material that was said 
to have been left behind some years 
ago when the Bellsnickle made a stop 
in Highspire to visit “a very naughty 
little boy.”
 I never did see the Bellsnickle, but 

I’m glad I heard about him…it was all 
a part of growing up in our little town 
of Highspire. 

was rather unique. My grandparents 
had lived through several wars, a 
“panic” or two, and had just come 
through the Great Depression. When 
they foresaw the approach of World 
War II, they designed a home with 
special elements. There had to be a 
large area for a vegetable garden (later 
known as a Victory Garden) and a 
“clean well” for pure drinking water. 
 There were also several sources for 

heat:  a mammoth fireplace in the 
living room, a “bucket-a-day” coal 
stove in the basement (for hot water 
only), a large gray enamel Wincroft 
combination range in the kitchen, and 
a small older gas stove in the basement 
for “canning” during the hot summer 
months. 
 There was a huge coal cellar that 

extended under the entire sun porch. 
The house was compact in its layout 
and was designed for two elderly 
people in their final years. There was 
indoor plumbing, which was certainly 
not universal in those days, and there 
was an outdoor privy at the end of the 
yard next to the chicken coop. Let’s 
see, there was a potato bin and a root 
cellar in the basement along with many 
built-in shelves for canned food (elder-
berry jam was my favorite). In short, it 
was a modern house for its time with 
many old-fashioned features.
 It was in this setting that I first heard 

Victoria Yohe was named Young 
Woman of the Month for November 
at Lower Dauphin High School by 
the Hummelstown Women’s Club, 
while Dan Davis was named Student 
of the Month by the Rotary Club of 
Hummelstown.
Yohe, daughter of Lizabeth and  

Michael Yohe, is a four-year member 
of the volleyball team and the Envi-
rothon Team, and is a member of the 
National Honor Society, National Sci-
ence Honor Society and Latin Honor 
Society.
She plays the clarinet and is a four-

year member of the marching band 
and concert band. She received an 
AP Scholar Award with Distinction 
and three gold medals in the National 
Latin Exam.
In the community, she participates 

in club volleyball and Londonderry 
Athletic Association softball and tu-
tors elementary students at Conewago 
Elementary through Lower Dauphin 
Communities That Care’s Homework 
Buddies program.
She plans to attend Bucknell Univer-

sity, Lewisburg, and major in biology.

Davis, son of Chip and DeFord Davis, 
is an AP Scholar with Distinction and 
a Commended National Merit Scholar. 
He is president and a three-year mem-
ber of the Spanish National Society; 
secretary and two-year member of 
the National Math Honor Society; 
three-year member of the National 
Honor Society; two-year member of 
the National Science Honor Society; 
four-year member of the Quiz Bowl 
squad and the Envirothon team; three-
year member of the BrainBusters team; 
four-year member of the cross country 
team and baseball team; and four-year 
member of the BIG Club and Ski Club. 
He also plays guitar in the jazz band.
In the community, he is active with 

TOPS Soccer and works as an intern 
and volunteer at the Hummelstown 
Historical Society.
 He plans to attend Brown University, 

Providence, R.I. and major in history.

Students of the Month
LOWER DAUPHIN HIGH SCHOOL

Victoria Yohe Dan Davis

WHEN YOU CAN'T 
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The Season
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with Tom Herald
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They say he makes a list and checks it twice. 
Judging from his pre-Christmas visit to Highspire 
on Saturday, Dec. 6, Santa Claus indeed is prag-

matic in tracking the wishes of children.
Borough children sat on his lap during his appearance 
at the Citizens Fire Company fire hall, telling him and 
reminding him what they wanted for Christmas.
He made a grand appearance while the Highspire 
Community Band played “Jolly Old Saint Nicholas.’’ 
His helpers gave kids a stuffed animal and candy, and 
townspeople provided holiday cookies and coffee to 
guests.
Santa’s visit was sponsored by Highspire Borough.
See who was there!

Press And Journal 
Photos 

by 
Jim Lewis

Santa Claus visits 
Highspire




